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IMPROVED

Beat
Patrol
The man on patrol, on frequent and conspicuous patrol, is the
Police Department's single most important weapon in the preven
tion of crime. As he patrols his beat, he performs the only form
of police service that directly attempts to eliminate opportunities
for crime. The men on patrol are without question the core of the
force.

has. Prior to May 1960, a beat system of sorts had been in force
in the districts, but it was a very loose one and not very adequate.

history in Chicago, even though the idea of patrol has
been in force as long as the city's police department

At best, this system gave a very uneven cover of police
protection to the city.
(please lurn 10 pag e 3 )

The number of beats and the strength with which they were
manned coincided in only a very rough and general way with
the need for police service. The size of the beat varied tre
mendously from district to district. The work load of the
But the patrol function is directly connected to a sys beats varied from one in which only a few calls were received
temized beat system - a pattern of patrol in which the patrol on a watch to one in which the patrolman was so busy he didn't
man covers a designated area in a certain span of time, super get a chance to draw two breaths in the same location . While
vising and checking, rendering help when needed, being ~n
the beat boundaries were sometimes known in the districts, they
conspicuous view to reassure the citizen and to discourage criminal
never were really known by the radio dispatcher. More often
activity.
than not, men on motorized patrol were not covering a beat at
Such a systemized beat system does not have a long all but were being sent anywhere in the district by the dispatcher.
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The WIVES
WINDOW
Ladies, next time you pass the inter
section near your child's school , give a
special "hello" to the crossing
guard there. She's also a member of
the police force, even though only on a
part-time basis - and deserves a lot of
credit for the job she is doing .
The crossing guard program was
started by the city police department as
an experiment in 1951. Since that time,
their number has swelled from the origi
nal 125 to a corps of about 1320 women .
They are liired for the purpose 6lTe liev
ing district patrolmen of the job of inter
sectional control around the elementary
schools, by the department's personnel
division; and are subject to the same code
of ethics, rules and regulations, and devo
tion to duty as the patrolmen on the force.
In fact, many of them are "our
own" in more than one way, since
many wives and widows of policemen
have taken on this job because they under
stand what is expected of them in this
type of duty.
These 1300 women are responsible for
the lives of 617,000 elementary school
children on their way to and from school.
A measure of their devotion is the fact
that no child has ever been killed
where a crossing guard has been
on duty protecting a corner. That's
a mighty fine record, and one about

A letter came into the office the
other day from a police constable
in England, asking for some informa
tion. The man also goes on to say:
" Whilst writing this letter, my wife asked
if any of the officers' wives would like
to write to her in an exchange of views
and ideas on bringing up the kids, hus
band troubles and where are we going
for vacation and other similar things. I
also wouid be delighted to ex
change correspondence with any of
your officers, and I'm sure my col
leagues would do likewise . ..
My wife and I are in the 30-40 age group
and we have two children, both boys, one
4 years old and one 8." Any policeman
or his wife interested in exchanging views
with his British counterpart? If so, drop
a line to Constable Edmund W. Best, 11,
California Drive, Horbury, nr. Wakefield,
Yorkshire, England .. . . . . . .

. . . Here is a special roll call of
officers who have gotten special mention
in the papers or whose names have come
to our attention . We hope many more
items like this will be sent in to the Editor.
Here goes -

Special congratulations to

Officer Raymond E. Conley, of the
5th district, a member of the U.S. Army
Reserve;- He1rdqvarters -and-Heudqlfarters

Co., 2nd Btln, 85th Reg ., 85th Div., who
was selected by the U.S. Army 11 th Corps
as the most outstanding enlisted

man

which they - and the department be justly proud.

can

Because they are alert to police prob 
lems, these women, although armed
with only the citizens' power of
arrest, have frequently been cited
for alertness in preventing criminal
activity or apprehending criminals
as well. Last year, in both the 16th and
34th districts, crossing guards, through
alertness and attention to suspicious situa

throughout the greater Chicago area. He
received his awards at the U.S. Army's
annual spring meeting. . . . To Sgt.
Richard Jones, executive secretary
of the Retirement Board of the Po
licemen's Annuity & Benefit Fund,
who was elected to the executive board
of the National Conference of National
Public Retirement Systems, at the nat' l.
convention on May 24-26. . . . To Sgt.
Henry S. Yager, 9th district, whose
daughter Penelope was named "Y.M.CA.
Youth Citizen of the Year" at a luncheon
neld at the Sherman Hotel on May 1 st.
. . . To Mrs. Lottie Jarzinski, police
crossing guard stationed at the corner
of Thomas and Pulaski, whose fast action
in stopping traffic when observing a car
weaving out of control down the street,
probably saved the lives of a number of
ch ildren on that corner. When the car
finally came to a halt, she summoned an
ambulance for the driver who had appar
ently suffered a heart attack. . . . To
Officer Michael Zivalyevich, of the
I. I.D., who will receive his Associate of
Arts degree from Wilson Junior College
on June 21st. . .
Sgt. Roehrick, in charge of the canine
unit, asks to insert this item : WANTED:
OLD, WORN OR TORN UNIFORM
BLOUSES, to be used by dog-han
dier candidates at the canine training
school, in connection with the Chase-and
Attack phase of the initial training course.
Any p atrolman who wishes to contribute
old uniforms for this purpose, please con
tact Sgt. Edward Roehrick, WA 2-4747,
ext. 256 or PAX 266.

tions, were able to help in the appre
hension of molesters of children who were
around the schools. Also. last year, an
other guard, while off duty, had a mail
box thi;ef apprehended by the men in
her district.
Like the intersectional control men,
they are out in all kinds of weather,
guarding their posts. We are grateful
that our ch ildren are under the watchful
eyes of such conscientious and helpful
members of the department!
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watch has 36% of the 24 hour activity,
while the dog watch accounts for 22%
and the lightest load.
Since policemen must be most
active when the criminals are most
active, this must mean that the
number of beats and therefore
the number of men-on each shift
must vary. The number of beats are

(continued from page J)

In May of 1960, a beat system
of 314 beats was drawn up for the
city. An equal number of district men

were assigned on each watch to cover
the beats around the clock. Even in this
system, the work loads carried by the
various beats were unevenly distributed.
A fair and equitable beat pattern could
not be worked out until the department
had a true crime and incident picture of
what was actually happening in Chicago.
For the past year, this picture has been
emerging.
Based on these data, a systematic
beat pattern has now been drawn
up for Chicago, and should be in
effect in most districts by the end
of June.
Its basic purpose is to see that
policemen are out on the street at
the time and at the p lace s where
the probable need for police pro
tection is the greatest.

There are two noticeable changes that
are of very great importance to the pa
trolman.
First of all, the beats have been
drawn in such a way that the aver
age work load is more or less the
same for each beat. This means that,

barring seasonal changes or any major
shift in the city's population, the number
of calls a patrolman will have, the

number of potential hazards he
must check, and the time spent in
routine patrol will be approximate
ly the same on every beat.

The way the average work load of a
beat is worked out is through a somewhat
complicated but fairly familiar process
used in all large police departments. The
various types of police hazards at a par
ticular time and place are measured and
"weighted" in importance so that crimes
of greater importance are given more
weight than minor incidents. Over a period
of time, the average work load on any
particular beat evens out, so that the
work load that a patrolman will have to
carry can be predicted with a fair amount
of accuracy.
Such a system imparts a fairness
to the work of the men on patrol
which has not been the case in the
past.
The second change in the beat
system concerns the distribution of
beats and men around the
clock. The statistics over the past year

have borne out what was thought to be
true - that criminal activity and potential
police hazards are not the same around
the clock. The highest incidence of crime
takes place when the opportunities are
greatest; that is, during the third watch,
from 1600 to 2400 hours. It is during
this time that 42% of the activity calling
for police action takes place. The second

going to change from shift to shift in
the new system, with 282 activated on
the 1st watch, 300 on the 2nd, and 360
beats set up for the hazardous third
watch. Until criminals change their oper
ations, this is the only way the depart
ment can equate the amount of police
protection needed by the city with the
number of men available to give that
protection.
In addition to these two most important
factors other considerations are kept
in mind when setting up the beat
boundaries. Main streets are kept as

boundaries as much as possible. By doing
this, busy streets get double protection by
being covered by cars from both the ad
joining beats. Natural boundaries, also,
such as ravines, canals, or railroad tracks,
are made boundaries as much as pos
sible. The beats are kept square as much
as possible so that the distance between
any extreme points is short. And there are
other varying reasons why a beat should
include one street and not another.
All of these factors: work load, time
of day, specific

boundaries,

etc.

have all been weighed in consultation
with deputy chiefs and persons from the
districts who could talk with direct knowl
edge of the patterns in their areas.
The system that has been drawn up is
the most honest judgment the department
can make, to the citizens and to its per
sonnel, on the best deployment of men
on patrol to prevent crime in our city.
Its success will hinge, as any patrol
system always has and always will, on the
diligence and the responsibility of the
man on the beat.
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RETIREMENTS
Name

-Officer Richard Kobetz of the Youth
Division has just completed a training
course on Delinquency Control , given by
the University of Wisconsin extension divi
sion, May 7 - 19.
Attending the course were officers from
allover the country, although the largest
body represented were

police officers

from smaller police jurisdictions.
The purpose of the course was to ex
plore the ps-ycnological o.f.ld- .socioIGgkal
influences that cause juvenile delinquency,
and to build a bridge of understanding
between the non-police social and juven
ile workers and members of police depart
ments.

Dist.

Ptlmn
Ptlmn
li e ut
Se rgt
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn
Ptlmn

Andrysiak, Frank ...
Barnes, Thomas .....
Biedke, Edmund J .
Coyle, Raymond T.
Cronin, Maurice J. ..... ... .... ....
Doherty, James .
Faust, Joseph ..... .. .... ..... ..
G illigan, John T. .
Grant, Ross S. .
Hanle y, James
Herlihy, Patrick T. ...
Jicka , Otto T.
Johnson , Clarence A. .
King , Clarence W. ... ..
Mazya, Stanley W . .
McMahon, Edward A... .... ... ... .. ...
Me re dith, James
O'Meara, John P. .... .
O'Malle y, James Y. ...... .. ........
Reuter, Joseph E..
Ryan , John E. .
I~-'!~ ~ _~Ia lJ~ ry.L. Berna rd M.
Ptlmn Smith , John C. .. ...
Ptlmn Thompson , Th eo. J . .
Ptlmn Yalkenburg , Francis .
Ptlmn Wentzel, Oryille
Ptlmn Wren, Maurice P. ................ .
Ptlmn Zaurs, Charles ..
Ptlmn Zimme rman, William
Ptlmn leahy, John J ..
Ptlmn lynch , Edward T..

Yrs. of Service

Det. Area #4 .....
.Del. Diy. ...... .
.... .. . 27 .. . .. ... .... ... ... .
. ....... 30 .... ... ..... ... .... . .
.. Dis. Pen. Rolls.
. ... ..... . .7 ..
. .... .. .. .. Di s. Pen. Roll s .
.. Traffic Diy.
. ... 1 .. ... .
. ..... .38 .
. .. 30 ..
. .... 27 .... .
. ... ..... Traffic Diy.
........ Stolen Auto Se c.
. ... ... ... De t. Diy . .
...... ... .. 1
..... 9
. ... . 14 .
. .. 33 .
.... .7

... .. 31 ...... .
..Stol.e ~_ ~uto .Se c, ..
. ......... . Traffic Diy . ... . .
. .... .. Stolen Auto Se c.
.. . 15 .
.. 35 ...

.... ... .... 18
... 23 . .
..... Ca!. Sky. Patr. ... .... ... ..... .
.Det . Area #2
. ...... .. 9 .

. .... ... . 26
.... 25
.... ... 28
. .. 24
. ... ...... 29
... ... 33
. ..... . 24
. ... .. 30
... ... . 25
.. 25
....... 25
. .. 32

..31
. ... .. 38

... ... 31
.. .... ... 30
... .. ... .. 28

.. 31
. .... . 25
25

. .....35
~8

..... 33
... ... 25

. ... .... .. 24
... ... ....... .28
.. 27
... 32
. ...... .. 25
.. .... 32
... .. 32

In adition, emphasis was given to the
structure and function of the juvenile units.
Members of the large city departments
were asked to pass on information based
on their experiences in order to help the

Benefit Plan Wins Approval

smaller jurisdictions set up juvenile units
of their own.
-Lt.

Thomas

At the suggestion of Mayor Daley, a
P.

Flavin,

36th

district,

Sgt. Norman F. Schmiedeknecht, Traffic
Div., and Sgt. Franklin G. Vitek, Traffic
Div., were among the thirty students of
the Traffic Pol ice Administration Training
program, Northwestern University Traffic
Institute, wh.o.. he.g.oD tbek ~nnual £.eld
trips to police departments throughout the

poll of Chicago policemen was taken in
order to determine the support for the
death benefit plan put forth by the Super
intendent and approved by the P.B.A.
and the Pension Fund board. (This plan
was explained in the Newsletter of May,
1961, Vol. 2, No. 7.) The results of the
polr-were as follows:

country, on May 8 .
Each student officer was sent to a police
agency similar in size and general prob
lems to his home department. He spent
a week studying the department to which
he is sent, observing in practice many of
the principles and techniques he had been
studying in the training program. He then
was required to prepare a comprehensive
report on his observations for Traffic In
stitute staff review and evaluation.

Lt. Flavin visited the Los Angeles depart
ment, Sgt. Schmiedeknecht went to St.
Louis, and Sgt. Vitek studied the Kansas
City, Mo., police department.

PLAIN TALK

7376 voted AYE

(80.8%)

883 voted NO

(9.6 % )

870 had no opinion

(9.5%)

TOTAL WHO VOTED

9129

MEN ON FURLOUGH OR ON SICK
LEAVE WHO DID NOT VOTE

1146

Legislation to put this program into
effect has been introduced in the state
legislature and is awaiting approval and
passage.

Rumor has it that plans are in the
works to replace all light-duty men with
civilians. The men on light-duty will be
forced to either retire or to perform regu
lar work in the field.

Not so. There is no intention to force
ligh-t-duty men to either retire or to per
form regular duties. The department
recognizes many positions for police
officers which do not require top physical
condition, but which must be filled by
individuals with a policeman's experience.
Such jobs include duty in records and com
munication , with evidence and recovered
property, seeks duty in the Youth Division,
assistant desk sergeants, and the like.
In fact, a recent survey by the person
nel division discloses that the number of
these light-duty jobs is greater than the
number of men ordinarily available to fill
them.
The only jobs that will be filled by
civilians are those which either require
special skiils not usually possessed by
police officers, or are rout ine and some
times degrading for an officer to perform .
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The Police Story Behind the News-

Detectives Start Crackdown on
NEWSPAPERS HAIL
FIRST ARREST
MADE ON
STATE STREET

Chicago~s

Credit Gyps

"A drive is on to scuttle jewelry stores, auto agencies, and other businesses that use
retail instalment contracts fraudulently . . . Detectives, working under John J. King,
special Municipal court commissioner on credit matters, fanned out today in search of
such operations that annually bilk unwary Chicaogans of millions of dollars ... "
-Chicago's American

A fairly unusual arrest was made
on State Street about a month and a half
ago. It was important not because mil
lions of dollars or a sensational criminal
were involved, but because it marked
the first time the police had, in co
operation with other city and state
agencies, moved in to protect the
consumer interest in a widespread
racket of credit fraud. The back
ground behind the headline above is an
interesting story.
For a period of over 6 months, the
Municipal Court of Chicago had been
conducting an investigation into the rea
son behind the extremely heavy load of
wage garnishment suits that were being
filed: over 6000 cases a month. Evidence
seemed to show that certain businesses
were involved far more than others, far
out of proportion with the size of their
credit business. The people involved in the
suits were, in the main, newcomers to the
city, often gullible and "easy marks" for
sharp salesmen .
Chief Justice Augustine J. Bowe saw
that the problem was not in the courtroom
but in the contract itself. It seemed that
an investigation into possible illegal prac
tices in getting a customer to sign the
credit contract was in order. The Chief
Justice, therefore, contacted Superintend
ent Wilson to see what could be done.

As a result of their talks, a group
of three got together to work out
some strategy for exposing the
credit frauds that were obviously
taking place. They were Chief of De
tectives Maurice Begner; Joseph Sal
erno, in charge of fraud investigation from
the State's Attorney's office; and John J.
King, special Municipal Court commis
sioner on credit matters. Chief Begner
assigned to Commissioner King a team of
detectives who would work on this detail.

The investigators checked Municipal
Court records, and singled out one com
pany suspected of fraudulent practices.

On April 14, Commissioner King,
Mr. Salerno, Detective Aurelio Gar
cia, and Detective Sylvester Rhem
approached Cole Clothiers and
Jewelers, 322 S. State St. In Detec
tive Rhem's pocket was $12 in money
dusted with fluorescent powder. He was
dressed in a way that seemed to indicate
he was "an easy mark." At 7 p.m. he
entered the store alone, posing as a $65
a-week janitor who was interested in
buying a watch for his "girl friend." He
hesitantly bargained for a $95 watch,
but was finally' "convinced" that a certain
$55 Lady Bulova was what he ought to
buy.
To purchase the watch, he was asked
to sign a time contract, a judgment note,
and a wage assignment claim. All con
tracts were blank (illegal under Illinois
law). The detective gave the salesman $8
in marked cash, and received a wrapped

package, which he was told contained the
watch he picked out. He was not given
copies of the papers he had signed (an
other illegal practice).
Detective Rhem came out of the store
about three-quarters of an hour later and
spoke to his companions, telling them
what happened. They all re-entered the
store, and Detective Garcia arrested the
salesman.
When the salesman was booked, the
package was 0 pen e d up. The watch
found in the package was not the $55
watch which was supposed to be there,
but some cheap off-brand watch valued
at not more than $9.

'rhis case is now pending prosecu
tion in the courts. The arrest, however,
is only one in a whole series being con
ducted by men of the police department
in an effort to end the practice of fraudu
lent retail installment contract sales going
on in our city.
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CONGRATULATIONS

CREDI TABLE MEN TI ONS
To Sergeant
Raymond McCann
of the 15th dis
trict, who, on 14
Apr ill 961, w h i I e
performing his duties
as supervising patrol
sergeant, stopped a
driver of a car with an illegal front license
plate. Two of the occupants fled but Ser
geant McCann placed the driver under
arrest who subsequently confessed to
having engaged in a robbery of a gro
cery store. The driver's accomplices were
also apprehended; all 5 were indicted,
and subsequently confessed, to a total
of 25 robberies and to the killing of one
of the victims of their robberies. For this
action, Sergeant McCann also received
the "Traffic Man of the Month" award
from the Citizens Traffic Safety Board.

JEWELRY

To Patrolman
Edward A. Pelo:z:a
of the 38th dis
trict, who, in investi
gating a robbery
complaint, garnered
a clue as to the iden
tity of the man and,
through tenacity and hard work, much of
it on his own time, was able to apprehend
the criminal who had been practicing a
confidence game and preying on lonely
trusting old ladies. His case of over
whelming evidence was enough to convict
the man on 7 counts of confidence game
and grand larcency. The criminal was
sentenced to 18 months in county jail.

of the 33rd district, (picture::l above
from left to right) who, from 23 March to
1 April 1961, conducted an intensive and
resourceful investigation into the murder
of Richard Dombrowski, killed during the
course of a robbery on 23 March 1961,
resulting in the apprehension of one Ken
neth R. Stavnem who confessed to the
robbery and murder. Starting out on a
case which seemed at first hopeless and
with no known leads, they worked, in
civilian dress, to develop their own leads
and follow through the minutest of infor
mation . By tenacity and relentless pursuit
of every bit of information, they were
able to bring about a solution of the case.

To Patrolmen Alfred Ross, Rich
ard Binder, and Roy Weinckowski

To Sergeant Paul Jankowski and
Patrolman Anthony Compasio of
the Youth Division (pictured above
from left to right) who, on 24 April, on
hearing a radio broadcast alerting all
officers to a robber who was making a
get-away in a taxicab, chased and appre
hended the driver of a cab which an
swered the description. The prisoner was
identified by the robbed victim and also
by the taxicab driver whom he had
earlier robbed of cash and of his cab .
This alert police work by two youth offi
cers illustrates how the other divisions of
the department support the patrol division
in the suppression of major crime.

~
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DRAWING BY DAVID LANGDON
THE NEW YORKER MAGAZINE, INC.
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Believe It Or Not-

Traffic division officers and dis
trict men on traffic detail won't be
lieve this but some people in
Chicago are GRATEFUL for having
received traffic tickets. In looking
over some of the letters received in the
Superintendent's office, one can only
chime in with Ripley: BELIEVE IT OR NOT!
Some people receiving traffic citations
were so impressed by the manner in which
tickets were given that they felt they
justly deserved the summons!
(As is always done, the citizens were
written letters of thanks, and copies of
these letters were sent to both the officers
and the personnel division, for inclusion
in the officers' personnel jackets.)

What some of the writers have
to say goes like this. Miss Myrna
Parker, involved in a traffic accident in
which she was at fault, praises Officer
Jesse Buttry, :# 5222, for his efficient
performance on the scene of the accident
and his courtesy and reassuring manner
in calming her near-hysteria. Mr. Hans J.
Bock, involved in a minor accident on
Foster and California, expresses his grati
tude at the way Officer Steve Stukal
#1768, handled the investigation (which
also involved giving him a ticket). An
other man, Mr. Edward Huff, also involved
in an accident, writes in to commend
Officer Frank J. Marek, #6808, for

his politeness and calm manner, despite
the fact that the writer was required to
make a court appearance for his negli
gence. Still another, Mr. Henry Rennwald,
guilty of hitting a parked car and parking
meter, has only wonderful words of praise
for the arresting Officer Michael Bren
nan, #6098, and desk sergeant J. Col
lins, for their sympathy and courtesy to
him while posting bond in the station.
The rest are on the same note. Miss
Helen Wilke commends Officer William
F. Doyle, #8516; Mr . Ronald Wittmeyer
does the same for Officer Pasquali
Valicento, Jr., # 10369, and Mr. Bern
ard Lundstrom commends Officer Robert
Mallon, #7589, "in spite of the fact I
received a traffic violation notice."
Other officers similarly commended for
their "exemplary handling" of traffic situa
tions involving the writing of citations
were: Patrolmen Louis Ciaccio,
#7971, James L. Flanagan, # 1844,
and Anthony Gralewski, #5566.
The reaction of resentment and dis
pleasure is so common when a citizen is
given a traffic citation (even when de
served) that it is refreshing - and still
pleasantly unbelievable - when some
have just the opposite reaction. The pub
lic relations importance of the actions of
these officers cannot be overestimated.
The whole department is benefited!
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50 NEW SERGE ANTS SWOR N IN
Police Superintendent O. W. Wilson
congratulated 50 patrolmen who were
promoted to the rank of sergeant in a
special ceremony in the Auditorium of
the Prudential Building, Thursday, June 1,
at 2:00 p.m.

Sergeant Daniel A. Barrett, top
on the list of newly promoted
sergeants, received his badge at
the ceremony at the Prudential
Building, while his brother, Ser
geant Richard Barrett, views the
proceedings.

The new sergeants were sworn in at
the close of the ceremony by Jacque
Boyer, police personnel director. The
event concluded with a " Hospitality Hour"
in honor of the promoted officers at which
coffee and refreshments were served.
The promotion was attended by the
three deputy superintendents of police,
chiefs of patrol, detectives and traffic,
and members of the families of the ser
geants.
The sergeants will not be assigned to
field duties until completion of a special
course at the Police Academy.
The Academic Selection Board
will accept applications for the Fall,
1961 session of the Southern Police
Institute to be held 11 Sept. to
1 Dec., 1961. All members of the rank
of sergeant and above are eligible.
In order to file an application, a
member should contact the office of
the Training Division, BY DEPART
MENT MAIL, requesting an applica
tion blank. Completed applications
must be returned to the office of the
Training Division no later than 3 July.
Late applications will be accepted
only from these members on furlough
or military leave during the month of
June; the late application deadline is
10 July .

Sgt . Edgar Davis (second on the
list) and Sgt. Daniel A. Barrett
congratulate each other upon the
completion of the swearing-in
ceremony.
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