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T urns Raw Materials Into Conclusive Evidence 

The Crime Laboratory Brings

Police Science into the Courtroom
Police work calls for the greatest variety of skills, from the
most general to the most technical. Both the non-specialized
approach and the approach of the highly skilled technician have
important functions in the department.
The basic police job of crime prevention, investigation and
criminal apprehension is on one end of the scale. It calls for
many skills, but exactness and high technical knowledge are not
the most essential.
The patrolman on the street must be a "generalist" by the
very nature of his job. He must be able to handle hundreds
of different situations which call for an "alley sense"-that com
bination of formal police knowledge and practical experience
and common sense that makes a good policeman.
Even the detective, who is more specialized in his job than
the beat man, relies to a great extent on "rules-of-thumb." He
is dealing with human beings in very human situations - and a
flexibility, a looseness of method, usually is the best way to
reach the end he strives for.

In most cases, the detective's broad investigative technique
is what is necessary to solve a crime. Approximate or frag
mentary descriptions by witnesses may be all he has to go by
in tracking down the culprit. In fact, the methodical checking
out of bits and pieces of information is the basic method of
solving most crimes. In another example, a general working
knowledge of psychology and a "feeling" about a particular
suspect may be the basis for a detective's conclusion that a sus
pect is lying . Fron then on, he depends on skill of interrogation
to bring forth a confession.
In most police work, the methods used are dependent upon
the results achieved. If a particular method used is adequate
to solve the crime and apprehend the criminal, it is used more
often than others. In general, there is no best way to do the
police job on the street.
The police technician of the Crime Detection Laboratory
stands on the other end of the scale. He can settle for nothing
less than true scientific accuracy. Here "rule-of-thumb" approxi
mations are not allowed. In the Crime Detection Laboratory,
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2. At the first of the year, anniversary
increases came due for many civilian em
ployees and policemen. Again a lot of
records had to be altered, verified, and
recorded before the pay checks could be
sent out.

M A I L BAG

The Editor has received a number of
letters concerning "plain Talk." Let us see
if we can clear up a couple.

only criterion the Superintendent uses to
determine promotions is the authorized
budgetary strength of supervisory
personnel.

To the Editor:
My husband is a Chicago Police Ser
geant who is within "striking distance" on
the Lieutenant's list. Recently an article
in the paper quoted Superintendent
Wilson as follows: "An undetermined num
ber of police sergeants will be promoted
to lieutenant soon after Jan. 1." This
quotation together with a recent directive
to the Director of Personnel notifying him
to activate the Police Training School for
the purpo'se of promoting sergeants and
lieutenants to fill the quota for 1962
caused us to believe that some promotions
to lieutenant would be made sometime
after January 1, 1962.
However, last week a strong rumor had
it that great pressure is being mustered
within the ranks of the existing lieutenants
to attempt to point out that we are pres
ently overstaffed with lieutenants . . . It
would certainly be greatly disillusioning to
find that there is a new 'political system'
within the department which controls pro
motions.
A word of reassurance via another
newspaper article would be greatly re
assuring in this matter. . . .
• Editor's reply: It is not true that there
is a new "political system" working in the
department to control promotions. The
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In line with his policy of giving as many
officers a chance to take promotional ex
aminations as possible, he promoted more
sergeants to lieutenant at the end of
September than were actually needed to
fill lieutenant vacancies. He did this on
the assumption that a certain number of
lieutenants would be promoted to captain
after the Captain's Exam, and the rest
would fill in in the places left.
At the end of the year, the Superin
tendent made an inquiry to the Director
of Personnel to find out if the list of active
lieutenants had shrunk enough to author
ize the promotion of an additional number
before the Captain's Examination. After
checking the personnel roster, the Director
informed him that the number of present
lieutenants is in excess of our budgetary
requirements, and there was no authori
zation for making additional lieutenants
at the time. Unfortunately, the rumor was
so strong that many sergeants on the top
of the list went out and bought lieutenant
uniforms. New lieutenants will be made as
vacancies occur in the lieutenants' ranks.
To the Editor:

3. At the beginning of the year, the
Comptroller's office put in a new forms
system, suggested by the management
firm of J. L. Jacobs & Co. This caused
some confusion.
4. Finally, the Comptroller's office just
installed a new IBM 1401 Computer. While
this eventually will make the check-writing
simpler and faster, at the beginning, there
are an awful lot of bugs to get out of the
works.
Despite all the extra work and the diffi
culty of the changover, the people in the
Comptroller's office worked like Trojans
to get paychecks out on time . Many of
them worked around the clock. They ac
tually went through special effort for the
Police and Fire Departments so that checks
would only be delayed a few hours; some
city departments had to wait several days
before their checks were processed. Even
though it was a matter of concern to have
the paychecks delayed, the people in the
Comptroller's office did the best they could
under very difficult circumstances, and we
owe them a word of thanks.

(With the prospect of the Captain's Exam
ahead, a lieutenant asked that this car
toon be reprinted. This is he studying.
Boy, that whirly-beany makes all the dif
ference in the world!)

In the Newsletter of December 29th,
"Plain Talk" had an item that said we
would be given plenty of warning before
we put in any new system of figuring out
the payroll. Well, our checks were sup
posed to come on the 16th but we had to
wait ana-Wait oeforethey mally came
through. How come we weren't warned
like you said? .
• Editor's reply: The delay "Plain Talk"
was talking about was the delay that will
take place when we switch to a positive
payroll. That has not gone into effect yet,
and you will get plenty of warning. The
reasons why pay checks were delayed this
month was due to certain changes that
had to be made at City Hall in computing
the payroll.
1. Most city employees got a 2%%
cost-of-living increase on the first of the
year. This meant that every payroll ac
count in the city-and of course the Police
Department - had to be changed to add
on that exact amount. When 12,000
people in the Police Department alone are
involved, the work entailed is tremendous.

Gentlemen:
Delivery today of the Newsletter, issue
of December 29, 1961, was of great pleas
ure as always, and prompts thanks for
the courtesy.
Very truly yours,
Edward J. Carey
Retired Chicago Policemen's
Association
• Ed: Thank you. Letters like that are
needed to boost sagging morale.
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The Police Story Behind the News

Stolen Auto Ring
Brok.en
Seven Juveniles
Implicated in Wide
spread Auto Thefts
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Auto theft detectives have an occupa
tional hazard. They concentrate so hard
on their one particular activity that, after
a wh ile, they look at the whole world as
one big stolen auto pool. Some of
them have the disease so bad that they
go off on hunches of their own, looking
around for leads on nagging unsolved
thefts. Two auto theft detectives from
D.D.A. #2 did this recently. The result
was a solution to a tremendous number
of auto thefts that had taken place in the
Beverly Hills area for many months. Here's
the story.

toward the Pontiac as though intending
to get into it. On seeing the detectives,
however, they stopped, turned away, and
walked past the car.

Detectives William Meade and William
Henricks of D.D.A. #2 were sent out to
pick up an ex-convict - burglar, confi
denceman and auto thief - wanted for
car stealing. After checking in at a num
ber of his known haunts to no avail, they
started back to area headquarters.

On the basis of this description, the
officers stopped the boys and interrogated
them. All indignantly denied knowledge
of involvement in any crime. But while
they were being questioned, the owner
of the car came up and identified it as
his, stolen from his mother's driveway the
day before. He described the theft again
to the officers. He said that when he had
come out of the house after the car was
stolen he saw a set of footprints other
than his own in the snow, and noticed
a distinctive circular design on the left
instep of the shoe print.

On the way back, Meade suggested
that they make a detour into the Beverly
Hills section to look around. There had
been a large number of cars stolen in
this section all apparently by the same
gang ; but the boys had eluded detection
for months . Detective Meade had been
assigned to the case, and he wanted to
look around.
In the 10500 block of S. Claremore,
the detectives spotted what they were
looking for: a 1960 Pontiac that had been
reported stolen. They examined the car,
and noted that the motor was still warm.
Figuring that the thief-or thieves-may
have stopped off at a hamburger shop
a quarter of a block away, they set up
surveillance on the auto. They also noti
fied the owner to come to the scene and
identify his car.
After a short while five teen age boys
came out of a house nearby. They started

One of the boys was a short, fat lad .
On seeing him, Detective Meade remem
bered a statement he had gotten from a
woman who had witnessed a different
theft. She had remembered that after the
boys drove off with the car, they stopped
to pick up a short, fat teenager who
seemed to have been acting as a "look_
out."

The officers had the boys step into
some fresh snow. They then asked the
owner to look at the prints. The man im
mediately identified the circular design
evident on one of the shoe soles as iden
tical with the one he saw the day before.

As the extent of their felonies became
clear, Youth Officers F. Lee and E. Car
mody were notified, and the boys' par
ents were called. In the presence of
the parents and all officers involved, the
boys admitted perpetrating or being im
plicated in scores of thefts. The detectives
checked through the D.D .A. #2 files on
stolen autos with the boys, and forty
three thefts or attempted thefts (in addi
tion to that of the Pontiac) and one burg
lary were positively admitted by them.
The strangeness of the case intrigued
the detectives. Here were boys all of
whom came from fairly well-to-do homes.
Their parents were in the professions, and
some were even wealthy. One boy ad
mitted that there were three cars at his
home, so he could always have a car to
drive if he wanted. That wouldn't do,
apparently . "Kicks" were what the juven 
iles were after - " kicks" to be gotten by
pulling off auto thefts. The parents were
shocked, as most parents are, when they
found out their boys were in trouble. In
this case they were more so, because
they felt they had given their children so
many advantages that the boys would
never think of turning to crime. The awak
ening was painful and disturbing.

The boys were taken immediately to
D.D.A. #2 for questioning. The one whose
shoe print was identified soon admitted
stealing the Pontiac. With further ques
tioning it was discovered that these five

The boys and their parents appeared
at the State's Attorney office at 1121 S.
State on 2 January 1962; and at the
Family Court later that day. Four of the
boys who were adjudged not actually per
petrating the larcenies were released to
the cu stody of their parents. The other
three, charged with larceny of auto,
appeared on 26 January at Family Court
for the disposal of their cases.

(plus two other) teenagers, from
14 to 1 6 years of age, had com
mitted, by their own confessions,
over seventy-five thefts in the past
3 months.

As a fitting end, it should be known
that the ex-con the detectives started out
looking for was subsequently arrested.
All in all , it was a good day's work. #
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CHAPLAIN REV. ROBERT HOLDERBY is in the process of assembling for display
some of the old-time police uniforms and equipment. Anyone possessing items of this
nature, such as helmets, Sam Browne belts, long overcoats, etc., are requested to
contact Rev. Holderby at PAX 396 or WA 2-4747, Ext. 301. . . . A "Leave it to the
Dogs" note from Sgt. Ed Roehrick, head of Canine Training Section. "The Canine
man-dog teams are on the street from 1800 hours to 0100 hours, and are available
to all personnel who have need for their service. Request is made to the Communica
tions Center. Many situations arise wherein the use of these teams would result in
the apprehension of suspects and clear up of crime (i.e., in the event burglars are
trapped in a building, seal off all possible escape routes and call for the Canine
Unit)" . . .
LETTER FROM STATE'S ATTORNEY OF COOK COUNTY. "Dear Superintendent:
As you may know, one Joseph Prewett, one Thomas Jackson, one Donald Curry, and
one Harold McEwen each were sentenced to the Illinois State Penitentiary for a term
of ninety-nine (99) years for the murder -of OHi~er LaVaughn White. T wish to take
this opportunity to inform you of the excellent work performed in connection with the
arrests of each of the above named individuals by Sgt. James Bryson, #1369, and
Det. Robert Hughes, #8790, Detective Division Area #2, Robbery; Detectives
Richard Brandt, #5064 and Daniel Coli, #1697, Detective Division Area #4,
Robbery. (Det. Coli is now Sgt. Coli, 19th Dist.) In this regard, I wish to particularly
inform you of the fine work performed in connection with the preparation for the trial
of these defendants by Detective Hughes and Sgt. Bryson. Both of these officers demon
strated by the various reports in this case and by their activity in connection with the
pre-trial preparation, an interest which is to be highly commended. The excellent
police work in this case was reflected in the fact that during the presentation of the
State's case, each defendant entered pleas of 'guilty' to the charge of murder."
Signed, Daniel P. Ward, State's Attorney, by James J. Flynn, Asst. State's Attorney ...
Three Cheers for Crossing Guard Wanda Malecki, 17th District, for devotion beyond
the call of duty when she cleared the sidewalks of snow at all four corners of her post
at Kimball and Cullom Avenues . . . Letter from West Rogers Park complimenting
Sgt. Joseph J. Murphy, # 1263, 20th District, for courtesy extended to the writer
when his car was stalled on Western and Arthur Aves. . . . Mr. R. Hannigan, 1928 W.
Belmont writes to express his heartfelt appreciation to Officer John Ziemke, #4329,
of the 18th District whose quick thinking and knowledge of first aid resulted in the
saving of the young life of the writer's daughter after she had been run over by a
laundry truck.
MRS. O. W. WILSON asked the Newsletter to convey the sincere thanks of both the
Superintendent and -herself ·f0r the -rrn:lny "cards; flowers, gifts -and -get-well wishes sent
him by members of the department. She is trying to answer everyone, but this may
take a little time. Until then, she would like everyone to know how much these kind
10-4.
wishes are appreciated.

The
Book Worm
These books in the police field have
recently been received by the downtown
Chicago Public Library, the Municipal Ref
erence Library in City Hall or our own
library in the Training Division, 720 W .
O'Brien. They should make interesting
reading for all members in the family .
1. Bloch, Herbert A., (Ed .)
Crime in America
Contributions in this book were first

"

Crime Detection
Laboratory
( continued from page one)

The crime lab' s eight sections work as a
coordinated unit. Once the physical evi 
dence is brought in by the evidence tech
nicians or the lab 's Mobile Section, the lab
goes to work.
Sgt. Emmet Flynn (below) uses a calipers
to measure and compare an evidence heel
with a standard heel-print plaste r cast.

Lt. Walter Gehr works on the " detection
of deception " by illustrating the polygraph
in operation, with Tech. John Price as sub.
ject.

read before the American Society of Crim
inology. One section deals with correc
tional treatment of the criminal offender.
A second section deals with some special
ized concerns: crime in the armed forces,
homicide on the highways, the child mur
derer, etc. The third part touches on press
ing problems in modern penology; while a
final section deals with recent method
ology in studying crime and delinquency.
Chicago Public Library (364.973 B62C)
2 . Chapman, Samuel G.
Dogs in Police Work
This is a summary of experience in
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exactness in a real, absolute sense, is the
only standard of judgment permitted.
The crime laboratory takes the raw ma
terials found at the scene of the crime,
and analyzes them in such a way that
they can be presented as evidence before
a court of law. The standards against
which the work of these men are meas
ured are more rigid than that imposed on
other policemen. Their standards must be
the standards of the courtroom.
There are a number of reasons why
the courtroom standards imposed on the
Crime Detection Laboratory are so rigid.
1) The measure of quality exerted
on the findings of the Crime Detec
tion Laboratory is imposed by the
Supreme Court itself, and has nation
wide application. The laboratory's re
ports are cited in judicial cases before
both the local and Appellate courts. For
this reason, the testimony presented in the
court must be of unimpeachable scientific
accuracy and validity.
2) The personnel of the laboratory
come before the court as expert
witnesses. This means that they are
recognized as men of proven scientific
stature in their fields. They display tech
nical knowledge in their areas of concen
tration, and expert knowledge in the use
and limitations of their highly specialized
equipment. Their expert testimony must
not only be acceptable to the lay jury. It
must also stand up under cross-examina
tion by the defense attorney and against
the challenge of experts the defense may
bring as witnesses. Because his reputation
as an expert in his field is at stake, the
crime lab scientist must allow nothing to
emerge from the laboratory into the court
room that might throw a shadow over the
quality of the testimony.

Capt. David Purtell takes standards for a
comparison of checkwriter and typewriter
samples in a fraudulent check case.

3) In the final analysis, it is in the
courtroom where human life is in
balance, where guilt or innocence under
our judicial system is determined. Here a
man must be proven guilty beyond any
reasonable doubt. Because the findings
of th.e crime laboratory are so crucial in
obtaining conviction, it is the obligation
of the personnel of the laboratory to be
absolutely certain that there is no room
for doubt in the evidence they present.

The Crime Detection Laboratory is a
scientific laboratory in every sense of the
word. Its equipment and apparatus are
highly specialized and technical. (Even
the names of some of the instruments, i.e.,
the polarizing microscope, the refracto
meter, the spectrophotometer, the binocu
lar stereo microscope indicate this.) The
men who work in the laboratory are col
lege trained, with many years of experi
ence in their fields of concentration. Many
have had papers published in authorita
tive scientific journals, and have spoken
before scientific meetings and confer
ences. The scientific world recognizes the
professional standing of the laboratory
technicians.
It is the pride of the department to know
that all this technical skill and trained ex
perience is bent to one specific purpose:
to give scientific support to the po
lice investigation. The men in the crime
lab support with scientific measurement,
analysis and evaluation the job that the
men in the field do in solving crimes. The
successful blending of the general proba
tive police investigation with highly scien
tific analysis of submitted physical evi
dence provides the formula for successful
police apprehension and prosecution of
criminals.

#

#

A binocular stereomicroscope is used by
Sgt. Claude Hazen to examine a piece of
fabric taken as evidence in 0 hlt-andorun
accident.

Tech . Andrew Principe strikes an arc in
the spectrograph, preparatory to making an
e xamination of an Inorganic sample.

Using a comparison microscope, Tech .
Kasmir Simons matches a couple of shell
cases, in the firearms Identification section.

#

A vertical camera is used by Sgt. Ray
Heimbuch to tak e photo s of fingerprints lifted
from an auto 's rear view mirror .

The addition of a reagent ta a sample
sc raping is necessary before Sgt. Charles
Vondrak can make a chemical analysis of
evidence pills.
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CONGRATU LATIONS

CREDITABLE MENTIONS-

Patrolman Thomas P. Mata ssa and
Sergeant Arthur F. W a lsh of the 16th
District for alert police work in pursuing
and capturing a robber seen leaving the
scene of his latest felony. While on patrol,
on 2 November 1961 the officers ob
served a man emerging from a gas sta
tion with a handkerchief covering his face.
He broke into a run as they drew near.
The officers pursued him into an apart
ment building where he attempted to con
ceal himself in the hallway. He was ap
prehended and returned to the gas sta
tion where he was identified by the atten
dant as the man who just robbed him.
Further investigation established that the
man had committed another robbery
earlier the same night, and had a long
criminal record for robbery, theft and as
sault to commit a lewd act. He is now fac
ing trial in Felony Court on 4 counts of
robbery.

To Detectives John Graber, Donald
Walsh and John Coughlin, D.D.A. #6,
Robbery (last absent from the picture.
Det. Walsh is now a sgt. at the 20th
District) for bringing to justice a danger
ous gang of armed robbers. During the
reinvestigation of a series of robberies
which Crime Analysis indicated was
committed by the same gang, Detectives
Graber and Walsh were in a grocery
store whe n three of the robbers were seen
approaching. The detectives concealed
themselves in the rear. When one of the
men pointed an automatic at the owner
and said "This is a stickup," the detectives
came out. Immediately one of the men
turned to Graber and Walsh with his gun,
at which time the detectives opened fire .
One of the three men dropped, wounde d ,
while the other two fled with Graber in
close pursuit. On seeing them disappear
into a nearby apartment house, Graber
called for assistance. After responding
officers surrounded the building, he cap
tured one of the remaining robbers who
had a gunshot wound in his chest, on the
roof. The third man was captured the
next day.

Later, Detectives Graber, Walsh and
Coughlin learned of another member of
the gang . He was apprehended, after
long hours of investigation, a week later.
A nineteen year-old female was also im
plicated as an accessory before the fact.
All have been indicted by the Grand Jury
and are now facing trial.

Patrolmen Leonard C. Bra d ley, Jr.,
of the 2nd District, and Justin Wil 
liams, of the 21 st District, for their cour
ageous police work and coordinated ac
tion in capturing an armed fe lon who had
just robbed a grocery store . While on
patrol on 6 Novembe r 1961, the two offi
cers stopped to investigate a grocery store
from which they had just observed a man
running. On being informed that a rob
bery had just taken place, they immedi
ately took up pursuit of the robber who
was still in sight. Officer Williams chased
on foot while Office r Bradley drove the
squad car ahead to cut off the man's es
cape . When the robber saw he was trap
ped, he dropped his gun on William's
command to halt and surrendered. In his
pocket was a paper bag with the pro
ceeds of the robbery. At a subsequent
showup at the station, the robber, one
Elijah Watson, was ide ntified by the gro
cer and 3 other robbery victims. He has
since been convicted of robbery and sen
tenced to the penitentiary for one to three
years.

Patrolmen Biaggio Pane pinto and
James V. Riz:a::i of the Task Force, and
Patrolmen Edmund P. McCue and An
drew Keselica, 10th District, for captur
ing an armed robber in the act of robbing
a taxi driver. On 8 May 1961, while pa
trolling in a squad car, Officers Keselica
and McCue observed a parked taxicab
with a man seated next to the driver. Not
ing that the cab had not moved on their
re turn, they stopped to question the men.
Their suspicions were aroused and they
ordered both men out of the car. The
driver got out immediate ly and ran to
the squadrol, claiming he had just been

robbed by the passenger who was armed .
When the passenger fired at them from
the car, the two officers radiod for help .
Officers Panepinto and Rizzi responded
immediately in a squad car. All four offi
cers surrounded the cab with guns drawn
and advanced on it, firing only as neces
sary to accomplish the surrender and
arrest of the robber, one Robert Cassell,
who has since been indicted and convicted
of armed robbery.
To Pro bationa ry
Patrolman Val e n
tine Lapkoff, 18th
District, for his deci
sive actions on 25
November 1961 in
capturing a man
whom he observed
shooting two other men in the street. Upon
observing the armed assault, Officer Lap
koff, who was off duty at home at the
time, took his service revolver and imme
diately pursued the assailant. The man
turned and attempted to shoot him but
the revolver failed to fire. He then drop
ped his revolver and surrendered to Offi
cer Lapkoff. Investigation showed that
the man, on e Juan Cruz, shot the victim
to aveng e an altercation that had oc
curred e arlier between the victims and
th e assailant' s cousin. Cruz has been
charged with assault to commit murder.

Patrolmen Charles S. Goldbeck,
2nd District, and Vincent A . Tenuta, 1 st
District, for their swift and courageous
police work in capturing two dangerous
robbers, one a killer. On 26 October
1961, while patrolling their beat in a
squad, they were dispatched to a call
concerning two men with guns. They re
sponded so promptly that the men were
still se en fleeing in the distance. The offi
ce rs pursued them; and when the me n
se parated, they continued the chase on
foot. Officer Tenuta pursued and arrested
one Charles Brooks, while Officer Gold
beck captured one Frank Stefano. Investi
gation rev e aled that the two men had just
committed a robbery, and had committed
two pr e vious robberies earlier in the afte r
noon. Brooks was identified as having
shot and killed a man in a tavern earlier
in the evening . Brooks has since been
indicted for murder and both were in
dicted and are awaiting trial on three
counts of armed robbery.
# # #
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Great Britain and the United States on the
use of dogs in police work.
Municipal Reference Library (N4071 C46)
Training Division Library

RETIREMENTS
Th e following men have retire d from the force during December after many years of hon o rable
se rvice . The y ha ve the good wis hes o f their many friends and colleagues in the departm e nt.

NAME

3 . Langford, B., Sheehan, R., Lobko
vich , T., and Watson, P.
Stopping Vehicles and Occupant
Control

DIST./ DIV.

Ca p tain J o se p h J. Healy ..
Ptlmn . Joseph E. Thurston
Ptlmn . Andre w Hovantzi
Ptlmn. Martin J. Dugan
Ptlmn . Patrick J. Walsh

YEARS OF SERVICE

29

. ... .. . Patro l Divis ion
.... . . .............. Personn e l Division
................ 19th District
....... Dis. Pens. Rolls
........ Dis. Pens . Rolls

30
26
26
19

The authors present techniques and
methods used by various state and munici
pal agencies for stopping vehicles. They
develop a basic training pattern for this
activity. One section of the book is
devoted exclusively to stopping, arresting,
searching and transporting of violators.
Chicago Public Library (351.74 L263S)
Training Division Library (N31 L27)
4.

Neumeyer, Martin H.
Juvenile Delinquency
Society

In

Modern

This third edition of a book published
in 1949 analyzes the problem of delin
quency. The author considers the back
ground of delinquency as a social prob
lem, discusses the complex conditions that
give rise to this behavior, and analyzes
delinquency control through an analysis
of basic correctional m~thods and by pre
ventive means.
Chicago Public Library (364.36 N397J )
Training Division Library (087 B49)
5.

t
t

-

Roucek, Joseph S.
Sociology of Crime

+

Twenty-one contributors (police officers,
psychiatrists, educators, etc.) cover the
latest sociological knowledge on crime .
One section covers the topics of delin
quency, criminal law, police systems, and
penal systems in the U.S.S.R. and its
satellites. Two other articles of interest
are "The Sociology of the Police" by C.
Ray Jeffrey and "Trends in Police Train
ing" by Paul H. Ashenhust.
Chicago Public Library (364.1 R752S)
6. Shulman, Harry Manuel
Juvenile Delinquency in American
Society
This book is concerned with the pres
sures in American society that push chil
dren to delinquent behavior. The basic
approach is sociological. In addition to
going into the causes, it also covers the
effect of delinquency on society, the legal
approaches to delinquency control, social
control, and individual and group ap
proach to treatment.
Chicago Public Library (364.36 SH92J)
7.

Weston, Paul B.
Combat Shooting for Police

This is a text on combat shooting, with
discussion of shooting positions and the
merits and disadvantages of various
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"He's at it again: telling her it's illegal to resist a Police officer."
Reprint e d with permission,
British POLICE REVI EW

equipment. One chapter discusses dis
arming techniques when confronted by an
armed suspect. It is written in an informal
style, and includes many personal experi
ences of the author.
Training Division Library (N408 W53C)

SUPPO RT THE
MARCH OF DIMES

STOP LIGHT

When re mo ving radiator cap,
turn le ft to first notch . Th e n
wait. H in doubt , use large
rag or stick.
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THE NEE D FOR
POLICE
INTERROGATION
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(Th e foll ow in g is th e co ncl udin g half of th e abri dged article by
P rofesso r Fre d E . Inba u, N orth western Un iversit y. Pa rt I appea r ed in
th e last iss ue of th e New sletter.)

Does the right to counsel start at the
time of arrest, or at the time the judicial
process begins (e .g. , the preliminary hear
ing, indictment, etc .) , or at the time of
the trial? If the right to counsel must

suspect's financial situation. He resorted
to such acts of friendliness and sympathy
as a pat on the shoulder . This type of
deceptive questioning is, of course, "un_
ethical" according to standards of ordi
nary business or social conduct.

be considered immediately upon
arrest, then the chance for interro
gation, for all practical purposes,
is gone - because the defense
counsel will invariably advise his
client: "Keep your mouth shut;
don't say anything to anybody."
In my judgmen.t , the right to
counsel at the time of trial, or even
at the very start of the judicial
process, should be provided.
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ordinary affairs of law-abiding
citizens.

What I obje ct to is an extension of the
right to persons arrested . The right to
counsel at that time is not constitutionally
required, since the constitution refers only
to the right to counsel in criminal prose
cution. We will have to come to grips
with this problem, and consider legal steps
that will specifically provide for a rea
sonable period of police detention for the
questioning of suspects who are not other
wise willing to talk.

Now I want to make it unmistakably
clear that I am not an advocate of
the so-called "third degree," or any
interrogation that is liable to make an
innocent person confess . However, I do
approve the use of any techniques as
trickery or deceit which ar e not only help
ful but frequently necessary in order
to get incriminating information from the
guilty, or important investigative leads
from uncooperative informants or wit
nesses.

3. In dealing with criminal of
fenders (and also criminal suspects
who might be innocent), the offi
cers who do the questioning must
necessarily use less refined meth
ods than would be employed in the

let me go back to case of the woman
who was murdered by her b rother-in -law.
His confession was obta ined largely as
a result of the " phoney" sympathetic atti
tude taken by the interrogator. The
officer pretended to sympath ize with the

But here was a matter which involved
the taking of a human life by one who
didn 't be lieve in a code of fair play.
Reading or lecturing the killer on " right"
and " wrong" in order to get a confession;
or giving him a pencil and paper and
trusting to his guilty conscience ·to force
him to confess, is obviously a delusion .

Under the circumstances involved
in this case, the murderer's guilt
could not have been established
except through the use of this
"sneaky" type of questioning.
There should be only one basic restric
tion to police interrogation , and that is
this: although both " fa ir" and " unfair"
questioning practices are allowable, noth 
ing shall be done or said to the subject
that is apt to make an innocent person
confess.
Admitte dly, there are abuses in the
inter rogation process. However, in the
hands of de dicated police officers, we can
be sure that there will be a minimum of
abusive practices; and individual civil lib
erties will stand firm along wth the pro
te ctive security of the public.
# #
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