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Genera Assignment Detect ives Alerted '

Catch
That
Thief~
II

These are the detectives of the
general assignment section.

(not accessories), purse snatching,
pocket - picking, shop - lifting, non
payment of hotel bills, refusal to pay
a cab fare, etc., come under their
jurisdiction. They handle cases of
deceptive practices, forgery, bogus
checks, confidence games, arson, kid
napping, simple assault, intimidation,
criminal damage and trespass. The
section also carries out miscellaneous
detective functions: investigations
that arise from out-of-town corres
pondence, special guarding details
for foreign and national dignitaries,
escort of Chicago prisoners picked
up out of town and the service of
warrants on persons wanted by out
of-town jurisdictions, among others.

You name it-they handle it!
Theft of all kinds: theft from auto

Following is a series of six cases,
one from each area, of the type

Four sub-specialists
within the detective division itself
(homicide/sex, robbery, burglary
and auto theft) allow the detectives
in each group to become experts in
each particular area of crime.

that these detectives handle. No
case is particularly typical of the
area-they simply show the variety
that come their way.

On that day, a call
was received from the vice president
of the American National Bank. It
seemed that there was evidence of
account tampering.
An investigation by Sgt. William
Egan, Det. Joseph Kasik and Det.
Patrick Daly brought to light a very
complicated confidence game, in
volving a number of dummy ac
counts and the manipulation of large
amounts of money from one account
to another. The detectives made a
(Please turn

/0

page 4)
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Police
CONGRATS to Ptlmn. Irving Carlson, #2024, 1st district, on his election
to Commander of the Latarski V.F.W. Post #7177, and ditto to Ptlmn.
Eugene Wisnewski, #10396, Bureau of Inspectional Services, selected to be
commander of the Bridgeport V.F.W. Post. . . . KEEP UP THE GOOD
WORK! Virginia Drennan of Mother McAuley High School, and Richard
Kehoe, Brother Rice High School, were winners of scholarships to DePaul
University. They are the daughter and son, respectively, of Capt. Joseph
Drennan, Commander, Traffic Area #2, and Sgt. Francis Kehoe, 3rd Area
Youth Division. . . . Chaplain Robert Holderby of the Chicago police
department was the main speaker at the North Riverside Community Church
Officer's Banquet on 11 May 1963. Chaplain Holderby's talk was entitled
"Suburbia's Responsibility to the Inner City."
Ptlmn. Mike Laughney, Sr., #5122, Inquiry Section, was cited by his
fellow workers at a "coffee and" party on 9 May 1963. Officer Laughney
- bas -just completed. (3yearsonthe
CPD. His son, Mike, Jr., #9712,
Organized Crime Division, was in
attendance on this occasion and re
ceived his father's star in an informal
ceremony. (The Superintendent has
authorized that any officer who re
tires and has a son on the force may hand the star number down to his off
spring.) ... BOWLING BOUQUETS-Ptlmn. William Diggins, #2221, 3rd
district, who bowled in the Young Voters' League of South Shore, had a
series of 663 for the final nite of bowling. His team won the championship
by one pin, due to the performance of "anchor man" Bill. ... A DINNER
DANCE was held on 29 April 1963 in honor of Lt. Anthony Caracci who
retired from the CPD after 31 years with the park district police and Chicago
police department. The party was attended by 400 guests; and a rod-and
reel was presented to the lieutenant for use during his retirement in Holly
wood, Florida.
-R. T. T .
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The Superintendent awards the
Police Medal to Detective Richard
Black, Detective William G. Mines,
and Patrolman Serges S. Joseph.
". . . action so exceptional that they
merit this top award of the police
department."

'~

~

.

Claude R. Sowle (ed.). Police Power
and Individual Freedom. Chicago:
Aldine Publishing Company, 1962.
Pp.287.
There are four areas of criminal
law administration in which the need
for a proper balance between the
individual's right to be let alone
conflicts most sharply with the state's
right to preserve the security of the
community. The problem areas are
in arrest and detention, search and
seizure, police interrogation and self
incrimination. The exact point at
which one "right" must give way to
the other "right" is of vital interest
to the police officer who must daily
make decisions in this area.
Unfortunately, the selections in
this book shed little light on the

The Superintendent presents the
Citizens Award of Appreciation to
Mr. Chester Pohlman and Mr. Ro
man Grabowski. ". . . heroic and
helpful actions which aided the po
lice in apprehending criminals."
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Ceremony •••

Recognition

" Chicago salutes .
the me and w o men of o ur great pol ice f orce ...
fo r a iob well done."
e

•

The pageant of the department
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matter. With the aid of legal style
that seems needlessly pedantic, the
papers herein, unhappily, continue
to obscure what is already a very
_obscure subject. Any officer seeking
guidance in this delicate area must
search elsewhere.
This is no fault of the editor, Pro
fessor Sowle, whose views on police
matters are well received by law
enforcement bodies. As editor, his
task was to arrange and collect,
under hard cover, the papers pre
pared for and delivered at an Inter
national Conference on Criminal
Law Administration conducted by
the Northwestern University School ·
of Law in 1960. The articles col
lected here were thus prepared with
the wider legal audience in mind
and possibly were intended to clarif;
thinking in a more rarified judicial
atmosphere. Their meaning is diffi
cult to grasp for the layman who
lacks a footnoted mind. Indeed, it is
di~cult to ~ee how these papers can
enlIghten even lawyers and jurists;
because, 40 papers later, the ques
tions under discussion still remain
as unresolved as ever. There seems
to be as little meeting of the minds
in the ranks of the experts as in
the more humble strata.
A number of interesting papers do
come to one's attention. An article
on "Police Arrest Privileges in a
Free Society: A Plea for Moderniza
tion," urging less restrictions on the

police regarding arrest anddeten
tion. was written by the (then) Pro
fessor of Police Administration and
Dean of the School of Criminology
of the University of California, O.
W. Wilson. Another paper, by Pro
fessor Fred E. Inbau, entitled "Police
Interrogation- A Practical Neces
sity," was reprinted, in somewhat
abridged form, in the Chicago Police
Newsletter last year, Vol. III, Nos.
2 and 3.
The most enlightening papers of
the collection are the analyses of
police practices as followed in seven
democratic nations: Canada, Eng
land, France, Germany, Israel, Japan
and Norway. This comparative sur
vey points up the fact that in no
other democratic. .countrJ[ are .__ the _
police so circumscribed in the exer
cise of their duty, and the' balance
so grossly tipped in favor of individ
ual freedom as in the United States.
One is struck with the fact that this
is true, not only in the countries
whose legal framework is different
from ours, but in those (as Canada
and England) whose Anglo-Saxon
judicial precepts are the same as
ours. The law enforcement officers
there exercise great latitude in tak
ing actions necessary for the security
of the community without being ac
cused of endangering traditional free
doms. The only conclusion one can
reaGh is that a more realistic em
phasis on the right to protect the
community at the expense of some
individualliherty is not incompatible
with democracy and does not lead ,
per se, to a police state.
-Y. D.

complete study of the bank's ac
counting operation and were able to
uncover the "inside" man in the
operation. He stated that he had
been contacted by a man who in
troduced him to three "police char
acters": Sam Gallo, Vito Zaccaganini
and Al Zaccaganini, all reputed
"juice collectors" for one Sam De
Stefano, syndicate hoodlum.
Warrants for the arrest of all par
ticipants in the ring were obtained,
and a Grand Jury indictment against
all members involved was returned
on 14 January 1963. According to
two participants who were turning
state's witness, the total amount of
money involved would have been
close to $300,000.

On 6 August, Detectives
Charles Kelly and James Barry were
assigned a case of theft from an
apartment adjoining a funeral home.
By the time the victim notified the
police, over a week had passed since
the crime took place.
Investigation showed that a burg
lary to the amount of $7,000 had
taken place on the 28th of July.
Then, on the 12th of August, the
apartment was again burglarized;
and jewelry, silverware and clothing
taken. Convinced that the crime
was done by someone who had a
key, the detectives finally - locatea
and interrogated a past employee of
the funeral home. After intensive
questioning, he admitted committing
the crime with two accomplices.
The three were held over to the
Grand Jury, and an $11,000 recovery
of the property taken was made.

"But I have 17 minutes coming from yesterday."
Reprinted with permission

Chicago' s American

On 15 January, a fire broke
out in the hallway of a three-story
apartment building. The tenant who
discovered the blaze suspected arson
and notified the police. When the
identity of one of two men ·-~een
loitering in the hall a short time
before the fire was established,
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Detectives John O'Keefe and Edward
Sheridan searched for and finally
picked up the suspect. The man fin
ally admitted having been in the
building, but he gave the name of
his companion as the one who started
the fire. The detectives then located
and arrested the second man.
Both men were found guilty of
criminal damage to property and
sentenced. The total time that e
lapsed in this investigation, from the
time the fire was reported until the
sentencing of the perpetrators, was
approximately 40 hours.

On 2 February, a woman
complained to the I.I.D . that, two
weeks before, she had $5.00 taken
from her by a police officer. By the
time it was discovered that the "offi
cer" involved was a phony, over
three weeks had passed. Detectives
Frank Malito and Arthur Anderson,
Area #4, armed with the descrip
tion of the offender, started canvass
ing all the taverns on 16th street,
from Kedzie west. Finally, in a
lounge near Pulaski, they saw, be
hind the bar, a photo of a man
resembling the suspect, wearing a
uniform similar to that of the Chi
cago police. After the victim iden
tified the man in the photo, the offi
cers traced the man to the Hawke
Detective Agency. He was arrested
and, under questioning, admitted
having taken the money.

In Novem
ber, 1962, the victim, the owner of a
dairy came into the area office, and
produced a letter demanding $30,000
of him on threat of having his plant
bombed if payment wasn't made. In
a subsequent phone call, the man
was warned not to notify the police
if he didn't want to be blown up
with the plant. To give him protec
tion, the investigating officers, De
tectives Thomas Cassidy, Francis
Gorney, and Jack Lerner, put him
and his plant under close surveil
lance. At the appointed hour, while
the officers sat watching in another

car, he gave an envelope supposedly
containing the money to a man who
pulled up in a cab. As the cab drove
off, the detectives gave immediate
chase and curbed it. The man in it,
with the dairy envelope on his per
son, admitted that he was to turn
the envelope over to his partner at
the downtown Greyhound bus de
pot. He then led the detectives to
the bus terminal where his accom
plice was arrested as soon as the
envelope changed hands.

For an 18
month period, bogus checks drawn
on the Lake View National Bank of
Chicago and endorsed by a Thomas
McCreary were flooding Chicago
and its suburbs. Although a descrip
tion was obtained of the passer and
about 200 copies of his photograph
and description were distributed, the
man cleverly evaded apprehension.
On February 16, 1963, the owner
of the Dahlburg and Browne drug
store was given a check drawn on
the Lake View bank by a man who
bought an electric shaver. When the
owner found the check was a bogus
one, he immediately notified the po
lice. Detectives Edward Sweeney
and Ray Leverenz, and Patrolman
Don Kunz, of the Task Force, as
signed to investigating these partic
ular checks passed in Area #6, took
on this case.
Acting strictly on intuition, Det.
Sweeney cruised around the vicinity
of the home of Thomas McCreary's
estranged wife, although McCreary
had not been around for quite a
while. On 17 February, a man an
swering McCreary's description was
picked up walking south along N.
Halsted. After intensive interroga
tion, he admitted passing the bogus
checks. By final count, his arrest
resulted in the certain clearance of
60 bogus check offenses, 53 in Chi
cago and 7 in suburban areas.

Not only is the case
load varied, but it is extremely
heavy: over 11,000 cases received
and 6,500 cases handled by 214 men
in the month of March! Despite this
heavy load, they have a clear-up
rate of 45 to 47 percent for 1962!
Only the best "generalists" of the
detective division can come through
so consistently with as good a record
as the detectives in the general
assignment section.
(en d)
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The Department's "Library " of Guns
The Chicago Police Department
has what is probably the most un
usual reference library in the world.
The "browsing room," a public dis
play of about 300 "editions," is just
a small part of the over 1700 gun
collection maintained by the fire
arms identification section of the
Crime Detection Laboratory.
The 300 gun display contains many
guns of interest to both the collector
and the non-collector alike. These
include foreign guns, zip guns (from
the most professionally made to those
already exploded), guns manufac
tured in such a way as to conceal
their identity, guns with a police
history, and antiques. These last
include a Winchester saddle carbine,
a stagecoach sawed-off shot-gun, and
an old-fashioned single-action Colt
revolver.
Here can be found the Smith and
Wesson, M.P.-type .38 Richard
Carpenter used to kill Officer Mur
phy. Still visible is the black mask
ing tape which Carpenter used to
cover the handle (so that it would
lie fiat and thus more easily con
cealed in the waistband of his
trousers). Here, too, is the Thomp
son submachine gun used to kill two
armed guards in the 1949 Brinks
robbery on Chicago's south side.
This gun was retrieved from the
Illinois-Michigan canal by dragging
the canal with a magnet.

Among the foreign guns are in
cluded a German Mannlicher pistol,
a German Mauser machine pistol
with a wooden shoulder stock, a
German Schmeisser machine gun, a
Russian Tokarev machine gun (the
type used by the Chinese Commu
nists in Korea), a Japanese Mambu
automatic pistol and several English
Webeley M.P.-type revolvers.
The firearms identification section
of the Crime Lab receives and tests
all guns which come into the hands
of the Chicago police department.
Two ballistic test shots are fired
into a cotton bale from each operable
and non-dangerous gun, so that the
retrieved bullets or cartridge cases
may be compared to their counter
parts in all "open case" files. Last
year the firearms identification sec
tion tested and recorded 7,184 guns
and associated exhibits.
When a gun is found to be in
operable because of a missing part
(such as a firing pin), usable parts
may be taken from a reference gun
of the same make and model. These
will be temporarily affixed to the
suspected gun so that the test firing
shot can be made.
This " reference library" of guns
is the only means by which person
nel in the firearms identification sec
tion can distinguish between mark

ings which are "class" characteristics
and those which are "individual"
traits, unique to one gun only. It is
necessary to know this distinction in
order to positively identify two bul
lets as having been fired from the
same gun.
When a bullet held in evidence is
sent to the Crime Lab, it is classified
by type, caliber, number of twists in
the spiral in the barrel, and the
direction in which the twists turn.
The bullets are then placed in the
"open case" file along with other
evidence of the same general des
cription.
When a bullet is determined- hav
ing been fired from a given type gun,
the gun from the collection is test
fired, and this bullet is compared by
microscope to the test bullet fired
from the "suspected" gun. The in
dividual characteristics can then be
identified. This is especially impor
tant in testing the more unusual
gun makes.
I t is only by having access to these
models that the technician can make
a positive identification on a gun
which is unfamiliar to him. The
public "curios" maintained by the
Crime Detection Laboratory are an
other important means by which
Chicago police are able to clear up
crime.
-M. H . M .
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- DEPARTMENT

(OMMENDATIONSg

The followin g officers
have re ce ived De
partment Commen
dations on the dates
indicated :
Ptlmn. Richard Peck,
# 5254, 21st District
(2 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn. Anthony Karis,
# 8244, 8th District
(11 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn . John Reed,
# 8265, 19th District
(10 Feb. '63)

Dets . Frank Novak, # 6348, and J·ohn Pierce,
# 1809, Detective Area # 4 - General Assign
ment (21 Jan . '63)

I

Ptlmn . Lawrence Hippert, # 6054, and James
Lundelius, # 6655, 20th District (2 Feb . '63)

Dets. Bryan Connolly, # 6059, and John Crane,
# 6365, Detective Area # 4 - Robbery (10 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn . James Pedi, # 7440, and Robert Carlson ,
# 6202, 13th District (17 Jan . '63)

Ptlmn . Hugh Carroll, # 9461, and Gearge Barn
hart, # 6069, Canine Sectian (12 Jan . '63)

Ptlmn . Richard Bedran, # 2812, and John Sparks,
# 7375, 9th District (16 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn . Richard Greco, # 9158, and Richard
Karczewski, # 11 072 , 11th District (8 Jan . '63)

Ptlmn . i:dmund Dresser, # 3592, and
Brown, # 4608, 20th District (4 Feb. '63)

James

Ptlmn . Paul Williams, # 7723, and Theodore
Davis, # 11133, 4th District (15 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn . William Ali, # 8383, and Jimmie Pollard,
# 8123, 3rd District (6 Jan . '63)

Ptlmn. Donald Johnson, # 1834, and Richard
Sandberg, # 6454, 18th District (5 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn . James Arnold, # 10491, and Curtis
Jackson, # 2751, 2nd District (22 Feb. '63)

Ptlmn . John West, # 6760, and Elliott BostonL •
# 6009, 7th District (20 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn . Daniel Golich, # 11 013, Michael Marano,
# 10226, Task Force Area # 4 (1 Feb. '63)

Sgt. Edwin O'Malley, # 955, and Ptlmn. Henry
Smoronk, # 7141, 14th District (23 'Feb. '63)

Ptlmn. Paul Parizanski, # 2815, and Ronald
Mohrs, # 2850, 7th District (22 Feb . '63)
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Department C ommendations
(Con linued from page 7)

Ptlmn . Joseph Jackson, # 4690, and Clarence
Sullivan , # 7045, 7th District (27 Jan . ' 63)

Ptlmn . Kenneth John
son,
# 9797,
4th
District (26 Dec . '63)

Ptlmn . William Camp
bell,
# 6809,
3rd
District (7 Feb . '63)

Sgt. Orville
Kent,
# 1302, 3rd District
(3 Feb. ' 63)

Ptlmn . John Perri,
# 5277, 15th District
(3 Mar . '63)

Ptlmn. Frank Bychowski, # 2967, and George Ruckrich, # 7867,
Task Force Area # 6, and York Anderson , # 5440, 19th
District (24 Feb. '63)

Ptlmn . Gregory Hartnell, # 8853, 20th District, Raymond Switalski , # 10358, and
Melvin Clark, # 6032, 12th District, and Dispatcher Wilfred Corcoran, # 7887,
Communication. Center.

Sgt. Kenneth McCann, # 1534, and Ptlmn . Frank Baio, # 4889,
and Arthur Bischoff, # 10025, 1st District (28 Feb . '63)

Ptlmn . Warren Lindner, # 7760, William Fagan, # 8225, LeRoy Sheppard, # 9172,
and Robert Rydberg, # 6132, 4th District (4 Mar. '63)

Ptlmn . Richard Petr, #6705, George Sarkisian, #9981, and
Michael Pontrelli, # 6482, 15th District (31 Jan. '63)

Ptlmn . James Rizzi, # 7515, Biaggio Panepinto, # 6893, James DeMilio,
and Louis Monaco, # 10255, Task Force Area # 4 (8 Feb . '63)

# 10434,
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