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B.ig City Police Chiefs
Gather to Discuss
Common Problems

While in Chicago, the visiting Chiefs take time off to tour Central Headquarters.

What are the unique problems
that the police of large cities face
that are different from those faced
by all other law enforcement agen
cies? Do the common problems open
up any avenues of mutual coopera
tion? The exploration of these ques
tions brought the Chiefs of Police
of the 14 largest urban communities
in America to Chicago, on 7 March
1963, for a one-day discussion sem
inar. Gathered as guests of the Chi
cago Police Department, they con
vened under the chairmanship of
Commissioner Michael J. Murphy,
New York City, who initiated the
idea of such a convocation at the

1962 annual meeting of the Inter
national Association of Chiefs of
Police.
Because of its exploratory nature,
the discussion meeting was convened
with a very informal agenda, in or
der to allow the greatest latitude for
free discussion of the complete spec
trum of urban police problems.
While no hard and fast conclusions
were reached, the interest and com
mon concern expressed opened
channels for mutual cooperation.
In addition to the formal meeting,
the Chiefs were given an opportu

nity to visit with our department. A
formal tour of central headquarters
was conducted for those men who
had arrived on the evening of the
6th; and the Chiefs showed lively
interest in our Communication Cen
ter, the records operation, the tran
scribing system, our data processing
center, and in the many other in
novations of the department. All
were invited to stay a few days
longer for a more intimate look at
our operation; and many of them
took advantage of this opportunity
to learn more, at first hand, of Chi
cago's contributions to the field of
law enforcement.
(end,.)

For the Story on t he 13th:

WOOD DISTRICT ...
See Pages 4 and 5
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APRIL

MAY

JUNE

5-6-7-13
14-15-22
23-30

1-8-9-16
17-24-25
26

1-2-3-10
11-18-19
26-27

6-7-8-15
16-23-24

1-2-9-10
17-18-19
25-26-27

3-4-11
12-19-20
27-28

1-8-9-16
17-24-25

2-3-10
11-12-18
19-20-27
28

4-5-12
13-20-21
28-29-30

4

1-2-9-10
17-18-25
26

3-4-5-11
12-13-20
21-28-29

5-6-13
14-21-22
23-29-30
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2-3-10
11-18-19
26-27-28

4-5-6-13
14-21-22
29-30

6-7-14
15-16-22
23-24

6

3-4-11
12-19-20
21-27-28

6-7-14
15-22-23
30-31

7-8-9-15
16-17-24
25

4-5-12
13- I 4-20
21-22-29
30

7-8-15
16-23-24
31

1-2-8-9
10-17-18
25-26
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STOP LIGHT
Snowy and Icy pave
ments Increase your stop
ping distance as much as

300%.

TALK ABOUT TIME ON THE JOB!!! On 20 April 63, at the Mor
rison Hotel, members of the police recruit class of December, 1932 and
March, 1933 are holding a reunion which should prove to be a gala affair.
The total number of men who graduated from these classes was 550; and
now , 30 years later, they represent 208 strong, ranging in every rank up
to Deputy Superintendent Joseph Morris. Let 's see: multiplying 30 years
times 208 men , this comes to a total of six thousand two hundred and
forty years of police service. Not bad! Members who have not made
reservations are urged to contact Captain John Nelligan, Commander, Spe
cial Investigations Section, Traffic Division, at PAX 450 . .. . NOTE FROM
DIRECTOR McCANN , Training Division.
The Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs has
asked the Chicago Police to train two
/
Aberdeen, Soutn--D"akota officers who a re
currently policing Indian reservations.
The officers, who hold the rank of cor
poral, are Eugene Trottier (Chippewa)
and Delmar Eastman (Crow). They will
Chicago Sun-Times . undergo a 13-week course of instruction.
Upon completion of the training they will return to their police assignments
at the Aberdeen Reservation Area.
DOIN'S OUTSIDE THE DEPARTMENT. Detective Sylvester Rhem ,
#9869, D.D.A. # 1, and Sgt. Donald Lappe, #1460, Intelligence Division,
have been elected Vice President and Treasurer, respectively, of the LaSalle
Street Rod and Gun Club. . . . Abo, received this letter from the Military
Order of Cootie: "It is our privilege and pleasure to inform you and the
Chicago Police Department that the following members of your department

.rIa ft:'y .H . (J9 H .$c: h ...
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Hun g a ry Cootie

S(!am Squirrel

C. C. D. B.

BUM T OWN

PUP TENT

No.

24

FERTILE HUNTING GROUNDS OF ILLINOIS

MILITARY ORDER OF THE COOTIE
OF THE UNITED STATES

h ave been elected to office in the Military Order of the Cootie, Bumtown
PliP Tent No. 24, the Honor degree of the Veterans of Foreign Wars for
the current year, 1963:-Edward J. Hand, Lieutenant, YD-Al, Com
mander; Daniel Jackson, Sgt., Crime Lab, Quartermaster; Joseph Wier
schem, Sgt., Identification, .Judge Advocate; Warren Mason, PtJmn.,
Evidence Technician, Junior Vice Commander. We are as happy as you are
to extol our members who are progressive and outstanding in their many
fields ." ... SOMETHING NEW. In the future , pictures of the "Most Wanted
in Chicago" will be installed in every district and area headquarters. Lt.
Arthur Schoen, Commander of the Identification Section, is making arrange
ments to have the pics displayed as soon as possible.
-R.T.T.
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And GreW
"Great oaks from little acorns
grow." Nobody knows this better
than the men in the Training Divi
sion who have been working on a
correspondence course for police of
ficers. They started out with what
seemed a fairly simple idea: a home
study course for patrolmen who
might be interested in taking the
detective exam later this year. The
oak tree that sprouted from that
little acorn has, almost given them
a case of "poison oak" blisters.
As we said, the idea seemed a
fairly simple one. The first step was
also simple (so it seemed): to find
out how other police departments
conducted similar programs. The re
sults of inquiries? No other police
department had ever attempted a
home study course.
The next step also seemed plain.
If the law enforcement agencies had
no such courses, then the univer
sities and colleges certainly would
have had something that we could
copy. Well, if they had, the Train
ing Division wasn't able to discover

And Grew

them. No college had ever tried to
work out a home study course for
a whole program of study (as against
a course for a single subject). All
college courses gave fairly loose as
signments and proceeded at a per
missive pace; we needed something
that was comprehensive, fast in pace,
and "meaty."
S, the Training Division started
from scratch. Sgt. Jerome Collins
drew up the course, a 12-week, 160
hour project. Lessons were made up,
homework assignments drawn, tests
devised and grading sheets worked
out. Then, after this work, the
course was announced as open to
all sworn personnel. It appeared on
the back page of the 21 January
Training Bulletin
The response was unbelievable,
even to the optimists of the Train
ing Division. The "oak" behaved like
bamboo, shooting up like crazy.
Over 2,100 men, or 29 % of the
CPD's 7,515 patrolmen, applied for
admission. Although 350 of these
were rejected because of late appli

cation, 1,825 persons (one out of
every four patrolmen) were ac
cepted and enrolled in this long and
difficult course.
The course is now in its fifth week.
As expected, there were a number
of drop-outs when the volume of
work involved became evident. Over
1000 officers are weekly turning in
their lessons and tests, totaling hun
dreds of hours of additional work for
these men ; and a second "class" of
the identical home-study course has
been started for those who couldn't
start or keep up with the firs t group.
The Training Division is now eval
uating the response to this effort,
and straightening out the kinks that
come to light as the men do the
work. With this pilot study to learn
from , the Training Division will
have a backlog of experience that
other police departments and col
leges will soon be able to draw
upon. With all the unexpected prob
lems, we have again scored as "first"
in a program that will be useful
throughout the country.
(en d)
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Award of Merit
Presented

On 4 March 1963, Lt. Arthur E.
Schoen, Commanding Officer of the
Identification Section, was presented
with the first Award of Merit, by
Superintendent O. W . Wilson. The
--award is given for "an outstanding
accomplishment resulting in im
proved administration, improved op
erations, or substantial savings in
manpower or operational costs,
where the member has gone clearly
far beyond the requirements of his
normal assignment to contribute to
a more effective and efficient police
service, or for outstanding police
work which has brought great credit
to the Department in a case of un
usual public interest."
In the past, it had been necessary
for detectives to bring victims and
witnesses of crimes to the Identifica
tion Section to view voluminous
albums containing pictures of crim
inals, causing much inconvenience
and loss of time for both the detec
tive and the citizen. Lt. Schoen con
ceived the idea and devised show
up viewers which can contain hun
dreds. of pictures of suspects, ar
ranged by crimes and by color, sex,
age and height of criminals. In ad
dition to the viewer now in the
Identification Section, a portable
viewer was prepared for transport
to bed-ridden victims of criminals
or to the scene of the crime and
stationary models have been in
stalled in each Area Headquarters.
In presenting the award, the Su
perintendent stated : "Lt. Schoen's
idea will result in a saving of man
power and time and convenience of
the public. Even more importantly,
it will facilitate the identification of
criminals and the solution and clear
ance of crimes, which might other
wise remain unsolved."
(end)

The story of the 13th district is
the story of population pressures
very similar to those that took place
in the "inner city" since the turn
of the century. It is the story of
pressures on the older "old world"
population by new immigrants; of
conflicts between a new culture and
that of the more Americanized res
idents; of the problems of poverty
in a community which has just risen
above ·poverty. All these pressures;-
conflicts and tensions, sooner or
later, are translated into police prob
lems.
The Wood district cuts ~ long
rectangle, east and west, through
north central Chicago. North Ave
nue forms the northern boundary,
with the Belt railroad on the west,
Chicago A venue and the Chicago,
Milwaukee, St. Paul railroad on the
south, and the river on the east.
Humboldt Park straddles the district
about two-thirds the distance from
the eastern boundary. Until very re
cently, the park marked a natural
division between a fairly stable com
munity on the west as compared to
a less stable, troubled area to the
east.
The eastern part of the district
has seen a very recent (within the
last five years) large immigration -of
Puerto Ricans into an area inhabited

by Polish, Italian, German and
Ukranian families . Today, the Puer
to Rican families are principally
concentrated in the southeastern
corner of the district (where other
Spanish-speaking groups are also
found), and on and around Division
Street, from Milwaukee Avenue to
Humboldt Park.
While racial antipathy and hostil
ity was often voiced by the older
adult residents, "flight" rather than
"fight" was their reaction. It has
been the youth "gangs," rather than
the adults-;- who-have heen--resp-ofl"C.
sible for most of the overt racial
conflict in the district.
Between 30 and 40 youth "gangs"
and organized groups operate in this
district. While not all of them are
organized for trouble, in time of
conflict, all potentially can take
sides. The Sky Kings, the Toma
hawks" the Hirsh Street Lords, the
Black Cowboys, the Gay Lords, the
Checkmates and the Four Aces all
operate in this territory. The prob
lem is serious enough for the com
mander to have assigned two dis
trict men to a regular "gang" detail.
The work of these men, as well as
the intelligence work of the Youth
Division, is heavily relied upon by
district men to keep them informed
of possible fights and rumbles.
The juveniles, in unorganized as
well as in organized groups, are
responsible for high You th Divi~.ion
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figures in petty theft and criminal
damage to property in the 13th. The
older youths and young adults are
responsible, in the main, for the
leading reported crimes of the dis
trict: residential and nonresidential
burglary, theft of cars, and theft of
auto accessories.
The use of narcotics and re
stricted drugs (barbituates and am
phedimines) among youths and mi
nors in the district also poses a
serious police problem; and the ease
by which the pep pills and goof
balls can be bought makes their use
very difficult 't o curb.
Organized community concern
with the problems of the youth of
the neighborhood has long been ex
pressed through the many settle
ment houses and community centers
found there. The Division St.
YMCA, Emerson House, Taylor
House, Onward N eigborhood
House, Northwestern University
Settlement, Union League Club for
Boys and the Erie Neighborhood
House have been the most active.
Recently, a "super" organization,
the Northwest Community Organ
izantion, made up of 73 church,
community, business and fraternal
groups (and including two youth
"gangs," the Gay Lords and the
Checkmates) was formed to cope
with these urgent matters.
The district boundaries and the
station itself shifted around almost

1316

1317

as much as did the population. The
original station house, in existence
before 1883, was situated on West
Chicago Avenue, and was replaced
in 1916 by a new structure at 731
N. Racine. The Racine St. station
served the police for over 40 years.
When it was finally torn down to
make way for the Northwest Ex
pressway, temporary quarters in a
converted shoe factory on 691 N.
Sangamon were found until a new
building could be built. The new
"29th" station house, at the present
address of 937 N . Wood St., opened
on September 15th, 1960. Nine
months later, the old North Avenue
district (#30) was combined with
the 29th. When the major district
consolidation took place in Decem
ber of~1961, the new 13th received
a section of territory just west of
Humboldt Park from Austin and
was relieved of a few of its beats
on the north to Shakespeare. Its
name was recently changed from
West Chicago to Wood. This has
helped cut down a lot of confusion,
since two other station houses, Aus
tin and East Chicago, are located
on West Chicago Avenue.
Commander William L. Coesfeld
has been in charge of the district
since December 1961. Today, in ad
dition to the district commander,
the district has a complement of
237: three captains, six lieutenants,
23 sergeants, 203 patrolmen and two
civilians. Besides its 17 regular
beats, it has one umbrella beat cov
ering Division Street from Noble
to Damen.

Commander William l . Coesfeld reviews reporls
his desk in Ihe slalion.

01

(above) In the neighborhood, signs of both the
older and newer culture groups appear.

(below) Holy Innocent. Church, on the corner of
"'mour and Superior. Its pastor plays an active
role in the Northwest Community Organization .

When the new building opened,
hundreds of citizens joined Super
intendent Wilson and Mayor Daley
at the dedication and later visited
during the four-day Open House
that followed. The support that the
residents showed then to their police
is being rekindled today, as the
community organizes to face some
of its pressing, day-to-day situa
tions. Their active interest will be
of increasing help to the men of the
13th in dealing with the police prob
lems of the district.
(end)
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- DEPARTMENT COMMENDATIONS
were identified by the victims of
this and another robbery.

To PtImn. Eugene Nevins, #7260,
and Victor Gillespie, #8415, of the
7th District, for diligence in the
arrest of a man for armed robbery.
On 6 October, Officers Nevins and
Gillespie were informed by a cab
driver that he had been the victim
of an armed robbery a few minutes
before. After taking a quick descrip
tion from the driver, the officers im
mediately searched the area and
found and arrested a man answering
the description. The prisoner was
identified by the victim.

To PtImn. Eli Harris, #2617, and
Robert Parks, #6931, of the 7th
District, for perseverance that re
sulted in the arrest of a man for
committing two robberies. On 25 Oc
tober 1962, Officer Harris obtained
a description of a strong-arm robber
from the victim. After interviewing
about thirty persons, Officer Harris
questioned two men who pointed
the wanted man out to him. The man
was arrested and identified by the
victims of two separate robberies.
To PtImn. Ronald
Henkin, #2879, and
Robert Drexler,
#3647 (no longer on
the force), of the
19th District, for the
arrest of two armed
robbers. On 9 October 1962, Officers
Henkin and Drexler responded to a
disturbance caIl which proved to be
an attempted armed robbery in a
tavern. The officers, after an ex
tensive chase, curbed a car fleeing
the scene, arresting the two occu
pants. They then recovered a re
volver which had been discarded
during the chase. Both prisoners

To P Um n. James
Craig, #8459, of the
7th District, for alert
patrol that resulted
in the capture of a
wanted felon. Officer
Craig pursued a car being driven by
a man whom he recognized as having
fled from a stolen auto two months
earlier. Hitting some parked cars,
the driver fled on foot. He then laid
in wait for the pursuing officer, at
tacking him with an open blade
knife. Officer Craig feIl to the ground
to avoid being stabbed; but when the
assailant again attempteq to stab
him , the officer fired his revolver,
wounding the man.

To Ptlmn. James Eckner, #8174,
and Russell DiMaggio, #7314, of
the 20th District, for praiseworthy
action in the arrest of two robbers.
On 27 October, Officers Eckner and
DiMaggio, accompanied by a man
who had just been robbed, spotted
the three culprits who ran as the
officers approached. Ptlmn. DiMag
gio leaped from the car and chased
and captured one; a search of his
person revealed a switchblade knife.
Officer Eckner pursued and arrested
the second, who was wearing a gun
belt and holster. The third escaped.

a tavern where they observed the
wanted man and arrested him. He
was then turned over to the Ham
tnond Police Department.

To Ptlmn. George Aguado,
#10184, and Edward Maiese,
#5483, of the 19th District for
aggressive police action in the arrest
of a man wanted for robbery. On 6
November 1962, while on patrol, Of
ficers Aguado and Maiese pursued
and captured a man seen running
from a stolen car. A search of the
offender, a known burglar and a
wanted robber, revealed approx
imately fifty master keys to Ford
automobiles; a search of the area
disclosed more master keys bringing
the total to 111.
To Sgt. Leonard Noel, #986, and
PtImn. Kenneth Bartels, #8987,
Jesse Brown, #4987, Robert Han
ley, # 10819, Preston Montgomery,
#5104, and Roosevelt Pearson,
#6812, of the Task Force Under
cover Unit, for exceptional bravery.
On 14 July, 4 August, 27 October
and 28 October, these officers dis
played exceptional courage in pro
tecting the life of the decoy. Their
split-second timing and swift reac
tions resulted in the arrest of nine
robbers.

To Ptlmn. Ronald Springer,
#9334, and Curtis Patt, #5294, of
the 14th District, for aggressive
To PtImn. Norbert Malinowski,
# 10927, and Thomas Prendergast,
#7207, of Task Force Area #2,
for police action in the arrest of a
murderer. On 1 November, Officers
Malinowski and Prendergast, alerted
by Hammond Police that a murderer
was coming to Chicago, patroIled
the most logical route. They entered

patrol. On 3 November, Officers
Springer and Patt, pursued and
arrested the three occupants of a
stolen car. Upon questioning by
detectives, one man was accused of
the theft and the other two admitted
that they had committed more than
fifty burglaries, naming another ac
complice and several fences .
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(All men mentioned here have received Honora ble Mention citations from thei r unit comm anden.)

Youth Officers Gerald Callahan
and Frank Caccuci questioned a 10
year old boy who had thrown stones
at a train. The boys admitted taking
pa rt in setting two freight car fires
and a restaurant fire. Altogether six
youths were implicated.... Ptlmn.
William Childs of Kensington ques
tioned four suspicious men in a car
;lnd found some .22 cartridges. At
the station, the driver admitted tak
ing the car in Lansing, Michigan,
where hI" was a mental patient, and
driving to Chicago, where he picked
up three innocent hitch-hikers. . . .
S~t. Richard Rae of Shakespeare
arrested the driver of a car piled
high with luggage when he found
two guns and ammunition, a dagger
imd a h8lf empty bottle of whiskey.
PUmn. James A. Sesso, from
Shakespeare arrested a suspected
mugger and found a pistol on him.
Then, 5 days later, with Officer
Sprague Baker, he spotted a stolen
car and gave chase. Three men fi
nally fled on foot but two were
caught. ... PtImn. Robert Morahan

and Matthew Barker of Town Hall
answered a disturbance call and
found a husband and wife holding
knives to each other. While strug
gling with the husband, the wife
took Morahan's pistol and threatened
the officers. Barker drew his pistol
;md, when she turned on him, he
fired and hit her in both arms. Both
were then arrested. ... Ptlmn. Nor
bert Felski of Kensington got the
description of a gunman which led
to his arrest.
Sgt. Richal,d Rae of Shakespeare
arrested a speeder driving without
a license. Beside having a .30 cali
ber gun under the front seat, the
man had seven traffic warrants
against him. . . . Ptlmn. Richard
Sandberg and Sgt. Thomas McGady
of East Chicago learned of an at
tempted burglary in an apartment
where the occupants were on vaca
tion. A detail he stationed inside
paid off when the burglar returned.
They cleared a score of burglaries
and robberies with the pinch of a
couple accomplices. . . . Sgt. John
Ribbon and Ptlmn. Gordon Smith

Department
Commendations

~

Becausf> of the high incidence of
auto theft in Task Force Area #1,
Ptlman. Emmons Russell and Leo
Watkins arrested a man without car
identification. He admitted the theft
when brought to area headquarters.
. . . Just as Pttmn. Richard Lis
(Kensington) was telling a gas sta
tion owner about a stolen credit
card, the suspected car drove in.
The two men in the car admitted
using the card he was talking about
and said the car was bought from a
friend of his, who had stolen it....
PUmn. John Hensley answered a
"woman shot" complaint and saw a
man running from the scene. PUmn.
A. Palka and Donald Rhoderick
heard his radio call for help and
made the arrest. The man named
the murderer and said they were
partners in a number of armed rob
beries and an auto theft. -M.H.M.

the building. There Dresser and
Melson apprehended two of the bur
glars. Officer Gordon ran from the
front and took charge of the two
prisoners while Officers Dresser and
Melson went up to the roof and
captured the third.

(continued from page s ix)

To Ptlmn. Wil
liam Quirk, #3197,
of the-t91h District,
/ for the arrest of an
armed robber. On 19
November, Officer
Quirk watched a
SUSPIClOUS man until a radio mes
sage described him as suspect in an
armed robbery. After requesting
help, the officer arrested the man
who was carrying a toy pistol. When
identified by the victim, the prisoner
admitted this and another armed
robbery.

nabbed a suspected thief who ad
mitted stealing a government check
from a mailbox and, after a search
for the discarded check, they found
a torn part in the garbage can.

To PtImn. Edmund Dresser,
#3592, Donald Melson (not shown
above), #6030, Lawrence Hip
pert, #6054, and Herbert Gordon,
#11096, of the 20th District, for
praiseworthy teamwork that re
sulted in the arrrest of three men'
for burglary. On 22 October, in
response to a radio broadcast of
"burglary in progress", Officers Hip
pert and Gordon approached the
front door while Officers Dresser
and Melson headed for the rear of

To Sgt. James Hegarty, #1559,
PtImn. Leon Allen, #8241, Curtis
Gilmore, #9356, J u a n Gomez,
#3011, John Mannion, #6741, and
Nelson Patterson, #9854, of the
Task Force Undercover Unit, for
exceptional bravery. On 28 July, 2
August, 11 August and 4 October,
these officers displayed exceptional
courage in protecting the life of the
decoy. Their quick reactions resulted
in the arrest of six robbers .
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Central Headquarters

L--_ _F '~ DIVISION
, - - - -..,.....:------I
NS_PEC.TIO_NS

I"'ORGANIZE.D CRIME

1'mrrrrT7";r;

'r RACKETS

C.OURT

BOYS COURT
tPSYCHIATRIC

*These units have not yet moved in
but will be in their new offices by
the end of May,
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tThese officers are not part of the
Police Department,
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