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ON THE COVER: The stripping operation
silently in progress on the deserted street will
leave a bare car chassis and a cold trail for auto
theft detectives in the morning.
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YOU"

Dear Sir:
It gives me a grea t deal of pleasu:e to
write yo u and inform yo u of th e effiCiency
of yo ur Department in the apprehenSIOn
of the participants [i n a robbery] ... and
the re turn of a truckload of fre ight which
occurred on April 20 . The officers were
Below is a random sampling of lellers re
Detectives Ray Rubino, # 7557, John E.
ceived in th e Superintendent's Office in
(;Qrman, Jr., # 3260, Edward S. Furmanek,
which officers are complimented for excel
# 3578, and Joseph K. J. Skoltz, # 8214,
lent police work. A copy of each o f these
[all of Detective Area # 3] . The theft of
leiters is placed in th e officer's personnel
this truck and its contents was noted about
jacket.
4:13 a. m. on April 20 .. . it was returned
to our possession about 7 a.m . In my opin
ion , this is outstandmg police work.
Yours very trul y, W.B.B.

O. W. Wilson
Superintendent of Police

Mel Mawrence
Director of Public Information
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called the police to reporl the robbery, and
Detectives Albert J. Parikh, # 10878, and
Richard C. Smith, #9816 , [of D .D .A. #4,
Burglary], were assigned .. .. Most of the
items have been recov ered. Therefore, ma y
we take thi s opportunity to exp ress our
sincere gra titude to you, the Chicago Police
Depa rtment ... for their cooperation, their
pa tience, and alertness . Throu gh th eir com
bi ned efforts, the suspected burglers were
appre hended and our property recovered.
You rs very tru ly, Mr. & Mrs. A.G .

Dear Sir:
... Not too long ago, 1 was robbed and
beaten nea r th e el . . . I am writing to
praise the work of four policemen who
came to my aid and captured one of the
two men. My beating was not too great but
would have been had it not been for their
efforts. I just want to express my gratitude
to Officers James P. Mahon, # 3497, a nd
Ronald Stenke, # 6600, of the 12th District,
and Officers MitchelJ Po.lak, # 10738, and
Robert T. Peterson, # 6777, of the Canine
Unit.
Yours very truly, G. F .
D ea r Mr. Wilson:
Just a note extending my thanks a nd
appreciation for the ... efficiency, caliber
and integrity of the city's police force.
After 11 burglaries . .. of our residences
and offices [a housi ng development], I
wish to advise you that Detectives Charles
Schroeder, # 9073, and George D. Mur
phy, # 7399, Burgl ary Division, Area #5,
apprehended a suspect who recently tried
to burglarize my hom e. The courage and
interest th at these two men displayed should
be commended and rewarded.
Sincerely, EJ. B.
Dear Superintendent Wilson :
. . .This spring, we had occasion to call the
police in con nect ion with a badly disturbed
patient in our psychi atric depar tment . . .
Officers Robert D. Dadario, # 3866, and
Luke P. Botica, # 10031 , (both of the 18th
District, and Officers H. A. Skogsmark,
# 3870, and Charles Wiltgen, # 5069, of
the 1st District, were understanding but
firm, efficient an d experienced . . . . As a
result, the si tu ation was handled without
force and disturba nce. These men are a
credit to your department, and we want
you to know th at we appreciate the services
they rend ered in a n extremely difficult
situation .
Sincerely, R.A.W., Ass't Director
Passavant Memorial Hospital
Dear Mr. Wilson:
.. . Recently, our home was burglarized
a nd well over $2,000 . . . of perso nal pos·
sessions were taken . This constituted a ter·
rible loss to us, beca use we had no perso na l
property insurance to cover these items. We

Dear Mr. Wilson :
It is my pleasure to write you and com
mend one of you r men who served at the
pons las t Tuesday during the primary e1ec·
tion . [PtImn.] Melvern L. liter, # 5357,
from Town H all, who served the 24th pre·
ci nct a t LeMoyne School, was very helpful
a nd cooperative. He was ca~ef ul in watch.
ing the process of the elec tIOn and In re
porting the correct totals after the Jud ges
had checked and rechecked th eir results.
. . . I want to tha nk yo u a nd commend
the ca liber of all these men .
Sincerely, R.E.D .
D ear Sir:
D id a miracle ever happen to yo u? Well,
one did to me, thanks to the Police! Abou t
5 p .m. last Monday, 1 got off a west-bound
bus . . .. 00 reaching the sidewalk, I no
ticed 1 did not have my purse. I became
panicky-no money to phone anyone and
no keys to enter home. What to do? I no
ticed a police patrol turning the corner. I
waved franti cally, and they stopped to in
quire about my trouble . Like a flash they
l went] to th e end of the line. T he motor
ma n was contacted and my purse returned
intact. The policemen (Ptlmn.) David A.
Thompson, #4464, an d Edward W. Owc·
zarek, # 3092, 15th D istrict, were kind
enough to return me to my destin ation .
Without this quick work of the police, I
may never have had my purse again . . . .
I must co mmend you for your good and
excellent work in the Department.
Mrs. K.P.
Dear Sir:
You are probably aware of the grea tly
increased a uto theft . .. on campus. This
letter is to express our appreciation to
Officers Jessie Brown, # 4987 , and Roose
velt V. Robinson, # 8017 , [Task Force
Area # 1], . . . who quietly went abo ut
staki ng out the area .... On April 7, they
were successfu l in apprehendi ng two .. .
[suspects] attemptin g to steal a visitor's
automobile. .. These officers are to be
highly co mme nded for their effort . . .
please express our sincerest apprecia tion
to them . . . a nd the members of T ask
Force Area # I, for once aga in display ing
th e excelle nce of the Chicago Police De
partment.
Sincerely yours, L.B .
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editorial
I receive letters from citizens, wanting
to know why the Police Department isn't
addressing itself to the m any ills of law
enforcement that need correction in Chicago. Wh y
wasn' t a policeman in the park last week when my
sister was assaulted? Why do the police permit well
known ga ngsters to roam our streets? Why do the
police not punish criminals caught in the act ? Why ,
in Heaven's name, don't the police do something
about crime? Every police officer recognizes th ese
and simil ar questions, because he himself has been
asked them by angry citizens.
The questions themselves arise out of a miscon

D

AILY,

ception . Most c itizens of Chicago (and el sewhere
too , for that matter) do not realize that, contrary
to popular belief, a police agency in our country
operates under very strict limitations. Some of these
restrictions are written into the Constitution itself.
Others are part of the checks and balances built into
our system of criminal justice. Still others have been
imposed through Supreme Court interpre tation.
Citizens who raise these questions are well inten
tioned. We, as police officers, have an obligation to
help th em understand the problems facing the police.
Below are some of the answers we give to th e per
si stent questions we are asked:

1. THE POLICE DO NOT MANUFACTURE CRIME. Crime in a community is caused
by a variety of factors - varying from the mental or emotional state of a given
individual to poor housing, poverty, unemployment, lack of education and other
environmental conditions ~ which the police have ~ control.
2. THE POLICE CANNOT BE EVERYWHERE ALL OF 'lllE TIME. The police do not
have enough funds and personnel to place a police officer wherever a crime may
occur in order to prevent that crime from occurring. We undertake to deploy our
manpower in locations where crimes are most likely to occur and during the hours
when they are most likely to be committed.
3. ALL CRIMES CANNOT BE PREVENTED. Many crimes occur in private premises
and originate in the back reaches of a person's mind and are the result of a
sudden impulse . No amount of police protection can prevent such crimes.
4. TIlE POLlCE FUNCTION UNDER LIMITED AU'lllORITY. Every day, the police are
urged to do things which we are without authority to do. Under our democratic
form of government, citizens are not subject to strict control as to their move
ments and actions; their privacy is secure. They cannot be taken into custody
without legal cause, nor can they be searched unless there is a basis for arrest.
5. PERSONS ACCUSED OF CRIMES ARE GUARANTEED CERTAIN RIGHTS. We cannot take
action against a person unless the activity complained of is, in fact, defined
as being criminal by federal law or the laws of either our state or City. The
police cannot arrest individuals without an adequate basis for arrest. A person
accused of a crime has a constitutional right to bail. The U. S. Supreme Court
most recently held that a confession obtained by the police prior to the time
the alleged offender is allowed to confer with counsel cannot be used in the
prosecution.
6. ALL CRIMINALS CANNOT BE PROSECUTED. The police are aware of many
individuals who we have a strong basis for believing are actively engaged in
criminal activity or are profiting from such activities. The techniques by which
they operate, however, prevent us from obtaining the evidence which we need with
which to arrest and prosecute them. Many, for example, carryon their criminal
activities over the telephone. We are prohibited, by law, from listening into
telephone conversations .
7. THE POLICE DO NOT PUNISH PEOPLE. It is the function of the police to
apprehend criminals and charge them with the crimes they committed. It is the
function of the State's Attorney to prosecute the alleged criminal and of the
Courts to judge whether or not the person is guilty. Contrary to frequently
expressed views, the police do not have anything to do with deciding whether or
not a person is to be convicted, and, if so, what punishment is to be meted out.

ua~~

Superintendent
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Breaking up the interstate auto theft ring:
a battle of wits between the thieves and the
detectives in

AUTO TH FT

...............
~

.....

... . ... . ..... .. ..... ..

......... ......

The success of the interstate auto theft ring relies on the looseness of registration and
licensing laws in some states. A car stolen in Chicago can get registration papers else·
where without proof of title, and licenses in other states upon evidence of registration.

white Olds
mobile stolen!" the de
tective in Auto Theft
commented, as he flipped through the
papers. "Looks like Soeder is at it
again! "
"

ERE'S ANOTHER

This latest report that came across
his desk looked like an additional
piece of the jigsaw puzzle which had
been taking shape throughout the
Divisio~ over the past many months.
Soeder was a key figure in an inter
state auto theft ring which had been
operating for over half a year in '61
4
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and '62. Late model, white cars were
his specialty, and he had a strong
preference for white Oldsmobiles .
Because the man was also an ac
complished "con" man, as welI as
having a side interest in burglary, the
Department's interest in him cut
across a number of other sections be
sides Auto Theft.
The long months of patient, pains
taking work were reaching a climax.
The slow process of assembling bits
and pieces of information, of putting
the pieces together into a pattern , of

adding 2 and 2 together, then 4 and 4,
and so on, was finally paying off. The
latest victim was contacted, the trap
was set-and sprung! Surprised while
seated in a fancy 1962 white 2
door Chevrolet Impala (later prov
en stolen), Soeder had enough incrim
inating evidence on him (fake regis
tration papers, fake bills of sale, false
license registration receipts-as well
as a marriage license under an alias)
to induce a full confession, implicating
a number of others, and finally giving
him his ticket to the federal peniten
tiary at Leavenworth, Kan.

Digitized by ChicagoCop.com

investigation is a
battle · of wits," Commander
Clarence Braasch, of the Auto Theft
section, explained. "This is especially
true in cases of ring operations. The
criminal involved in the professional
resale operations, a very profitable
business if he isn't caught, demon
strates a high degree of criminal
genius . We just have to be smarter
than he is. For continued success over
any extended period of time, the auto
theft investigations that we carry on
represent as complex an operation as
any in the Detective Division. This
type of work is for men who are in
trigued with challenge."
There are 162 such men in the
Auto Theft section today: 132 detec
tives, 5 review detectives, 19 sergeants
and 6 lieutenants, in addition to the
section commander. These men were
assigned more than 40,000 cases in
1963. Of the approximately 60,000
reported incidents of auto and acces
sories' thefts received, more than
30,000 turned out to be bonafide
thefts and attempts.

"AUTO THEFT

1963, the highest financial losses
in stolen autos resulted from the
theft of autos stolen for resale or for
stripping. This category of auto theft
is one of three types investigated by
the section.
This activity most often indicates
that the professional thief is at work .
When a large number of cars of a
particular model is being stolen, men
in Auto Theft check to see if certain
parts, such as motors, 4-speed trans
missions or bucket seats-always in
demand on the resale market-are
being stripped off and resold. (This
cannot be determined for certain, of
course, until either the cars or parts
are recovered). In addition, they look
for a particular thief, for auto thieves
develop strong preferences in stealing.
Very often, they will steal the same
model or same make car time and
time again.
If a large number of cars of a par
ticular model or color are stolen from
the Chicago area but are recovered
later in another state, there is a very
strong indication that an auto theft
resale ring is operating successfully.

I

N

Battery, tires and wheels, headlights, windshield wipers: these and more
were taken off in this garage operation. The 17·year-old thief was caught
before he could complete the stripping job.

In interstate auto thefts, the F.B.I.
enters the investigation under the
Dyer Act, which makes such thefts a
federal offense.
A nother category is theft of auto
for personal use, either permanently
or temporarily . The automobile may
be stolen by a criminal for use in the
commission of another crime or for
his getaway, or by a juvenile who
"borrows" the car for joyriding or
drag-racing. These autos are usually
found abandoned very s~on after the
theft or are picked up by uniformed
personnel. Repeated check of the
stolen cars listed in the Daily Bulletin
hot sheets account for a large number
of these recoveries.
A third category of crime handled
by A uto Theft involves the removal
of accessories, such as spare tires,
wheels, radios and batteries, without
moving the car. Frequently, this oper
ation indicates that narcotics addicts
may be at work-new spare tires and
wheels are always in demand on the
market for quick resale. One nar
cotics addict with a penchant for
stealing spare tires can cause quite a
few headaches for the unit; since to

support his habit, he may steal ten to
twelve tires and wheels per day.
investigation of the
actual auto theft and the investi
gation involved in checking recovered
autos or parts found to be stolen are
two separate phases of work.
When a car is reported stolen, the
beat man interviews the complainant,
fills out his field report and verifies
that it is a bonafide steal. The iden
tifying numbers are then listed at the
Hot Desk, and copies of the report
are distributed to the units and sec
tions involved . An Auto Theft detec
tive double-checks all information for
accuracy. He checks with Auto Pound
to make sure the car has not been
towed in. The cars in the district are
alerted . If it looks as though the theft
fits into a characteristic pattern, the
review officers evaluate the informa
tion , develop a pattern and distribute
it to interested units.
The second phase of investigation
occurs when a car or stolen parts are
recovered . Again, the beat officer does
the initial investigation . The detective,
after rechecki ng the information,
matches recovery reports with the re

T
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(continued on the next page)
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Commander Braasch is flanked by the commanding officers and the
acting·commanding officers from the six detective areas. Standing, left
to right, are: Lt. John Konen, Area # 1; Sgt. Arthur Mahoney, Area # 5;
Lt. Victor Satunas, Area #3; Sgt. Edmund Topolinski, Area #6; Lt.
William Basketfield, Area # 2; and Lt. James McCann, Area #4.

AUTO THEFT
(COlllilllled from page five)

port of the theft. Fingerprints picked
up from the recovered cars are
checked with the Identification Sec
tion against prints of known auto
thieves in the immediate area.

If the recovered cars are missing
major parts, the neighborhood is
checked for the actual location of the
stripping operation. Auto Theft de
tectives know from experience that if
a car, stolen for the purpose of strip
ping, is recovered, the place where
the stripping is actually done is usu
ally within two or three blocks. The
auto thief may go anywhere to pick
up the car he's interested in, but,
according to one area lieutenant, "he
usually returns to a familiar area or
his own neighborhood, like a homing
pigeon," to complete the actual work
6
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of stripping. Leaking fluids, such as
oil and water, and marks from drag
ging drive shafts are clues that can
lead to the site.
The job of matching recovered
parts with the cars from which they
were stolen hinges upon proper iden
tification. Identification numbers on
motors and transmissions which have
been altered or obliterated can be re
stored. This, however, accounts for
only two of the parts stripped from
the car. Personnel in police depart
ments across the country and the Na
tional Automobile Theft Bureau con
cur that additional identifying num
bers on cars would be invaluable in
the identification of the car and
accessories and its ultimate return
to the owner. Although several

manufacturers have used these iden
tifying numbers on 4-speed transmis
sions and high performance engines
since 1959, many others will not as
sume the extra manufacturing costs .
Without proper identification, detec
tives find it very difficult to prove
that a part has not been purchased
legitimately .

HEN DID you decide to become
a policeman? "It was just a
matter of time," Clarence
Braasch explained. "There were several
policemen in my family, and then , when
I married the daughter of a Chicago
police sergeant, becoming a policeman
was forecast for me!" Upon graduation
from Lindblom High School , followed
by a two-year slint in the Arm y as an
M.P . (enlisted man , naturally') , Braasch
tried various other jobs before joining
the Department in September of J 952.
Once he became a sworn officer,
police work became an all-consuming
interest as well as a vocation.
"I enjoy police work, hunting and
fishing, in that order," Commander
Braasch commented, when asked what
things he enjoyed and the hobbies he
had . "Of course, my family doesn't fit
into any of these categories. Families
are always first!"

W

approximately 30 ,000 ve
hicles stolen in Chicago in 1963,
94% have eventually been recovered
and returned to their owners. In
1963, as compared to 1962, thefts

O

F THE
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Meet Clarence Braasch
Commander in Auto Thef

Clarence lives in Beverly Hills with
his wife, Dorothy (daughter of Sgt.
John Trinka, who retired in 1957 after
many years in the old 18th District),
three daughters-Cecile, 13 ; Susan, 12
and Linda, 6-and a Siamese cat named
Eliza Doolittle. Luverly!
He likes to hunt small birds and
pheasants. He also likes to fish, and
whenever he goes to Florida , he tries
to get in all the fishing he can .
first through accident
and then theft investigation, have
keynoted Braasch's twelve years with
the Department. From 1952 to 1959,
he was attached to the Traffic Division
in the accident investigation unit.
Sgt. Ed Barry, now with the State's
Attorney's office, was his partner from
1954 to J 958. "It didn't take me long
to learn that Clarence was an 'action'
man as opposed to a 'word' man," he

A

commented. "He doesn't say much
about himself or about how he thinks
something should be done, but if some
thing comes up, he just doesn't waste
any time! Many times I remember, when
we went out to answer a call or investi
gate an accident, if I was driving the
car, he was out of the car before I
could get the engine turned off!"
Sgt. Barry continued: "I remember
one time he was working alone-I was
off sick , I think . He saw a car that had
its license plates wired on. That was
always a pet peeve of his. He pulled
the car over, and inside were two guys
-one about 16 or 17, the other about
22. On the seat between them was a
gun . After he arrested them, it turned
out they had just burglarized a currency
exchange at 74th and Racine. The cash,
$1600 in coins, was right there in the
car with them-as well as a second gun .
We later found out the car was stolen.
" As a result, Braasch not only got
the Traffic Man of the Month award ,
but he received the Mayor's Youth
Foundation Award for 1957."
HILE
ON
the force, Clarence
Braasch attended Wilson Junior
College, and graduate the course for
police officers in 1956 with an enviable

W

record of 5 A's and 3 B's. After a year
with the Detective Bureau, 1959 to
1960 , he got his sergeant's stripes. Less
than a year later, he became a lieuten
ant, in May, 1961.
In June, 1962, he was promoted to
captain. Soon thereafter, he was award
ed a scholarship to the Northwestern
University Traffic Institute. He gradu
ated in June, 1963, within days of being
appointed Commander of the Auto
Theft Section, Detective Division.
"Things have happened rather fast
the past few years, but frankly , I've
been too busy to think much about it,"
Braasch said. " And since joining Auto
Theft, I really have had my hands full."
A brief opinion sample about Com
mander Braasch goes like this: " Doesn't
say a lot, but he knows what he's doing."
"Favors action to spending a lot of time
talking about what to do." And, accord
ing to one long time acquaintance, he's
al so a voracious reader , with an almost
photographic memory . "Most officers
can give you the gist of General Orders
or pertinent laws relating to their work.
Braasch can quote 'em verbatim.'''
If the consensus of opinion is any
gauge to the job Commander Braasch
is doing in Auto Theft, there is no
question that that job is being well done'

*

UTOMOBILES ,

were down I. I %, arrests up 4.5%,
and clear-ups up a tremendous 53%.
Even with this commendable record,
however, Commander Braasch rec
ognizes that the men in Auto Theft

In their home, Clarence and
Dorothy Braasch gather together
their small· fry sorority : Cecile,
Linda, Susan, and Eliza Doolittle,
the cat..

are faced with a tremendous job.
"Car thefts are on the increase na
tionally. With a 42 % national in
crease in automobile registrations over
the past ten years, it will take a con

certed effort by our personnel, as well
as additional precautions on the part
of car owners, to keep local car thefts
from rising proportionately. We think
it can, and will, be done."

*
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Vi

ing V.I.P.'s

Our Department has become a VISIt
ing "must" for police officials from all
over the world. Every month, hundreds
of visitors from foreign jurisdictions
come to Chicago and see how the "pace
maker" does it. The visitors who have
come to the Department recently rep
resent just a small cross-section of the
38,000 people who have been escorted
through o~lr facilities last year.

The police visitors from the
U.A.R pause in their "interroga
tion" of the Superintendent long
enough to have their pictures
ta ken in his office.

8
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- On July 7 a group of thirty foreign
police officials, touring under the aus
pices of the Department of State, came
to Chicago. Their visit to the CPD was
part of a 16-week training course on
Police Management and Operation that
they were attending in Washington,
D.C. The course is held for police de
partment officials from aU countries of
the free world, and is under the spon
sorship of the Agency for International
Development and the State Department.
The visitors in this group included
representatives from the Indonesian na
tional police, the national police of
Iran, the public security forces of Jor
dan, the Philippine National Bureau of
Investigation, the Cebu police depart
ment of the Philippines, the national
police of Somalia, the police force of
the United Republic of Tanganyika and
Zanzibar, the Ministry of the Interior
of the United Arab Republic and the
police of Uganda. All men in the group
were top level administrators from the
law enforcement groups of their respec
tive countries.
Besides being given a comprehensive
tour of our headquarters facilities, the
group was addressed by Superintendent
Wilson. After a brief recess and lunch,
the men were taken to the Training
Division, where they were briefed on
the training activities and organization
of the Academy. At the end of the tour,
the members of the group conferred
with the Academy staff on their par
ticular areas of interest.

- Another group that visited the
Department in June was primarily inter
ested in seeing the Communications
Center in operation. These were elec
trical engineers from various U. S. gov
ernment agencies, including a number
of men from Alaska, Hawaii, Maryland
and Connecticut. They were affiliated
with the Fedetal Aviation Agency and
the U. S. Coast Guard. With the group
were also Chicago-area men, employees
of various City of Chicago depart
ments . Fourteen officials in all made
the tour.
- As part of the Long Course offered
by the Northwestern University Traffic
Institute, eight police officials from
seven states came to the Department in
June as part of the course's supplemen
tary field work. Lt. Francis L. Tye and
Sgt. Jack D. Maxwell, Kansas City Po
lice Department; Bradford A. Johnson,
a statistician from the State Motor Ve
hicle Department in Raleigh, North
Carolina; Capt. Zane E. Gray of the
Michigan State Police, East Lansing;
Russell Fleming, administrative assistant
of the Wisconsin State Patrol; Officer R.
E. Christensen, Minneapolis Police De
partment; Sgt. James Powers, Philadel
phia Police Department; and Harold A.
Wilcox, an accident analyst for the
Montana Highway Patrol in Helena
comprised the group.
- A special visitor, enroute home
from the INTERPOL conference in
Paris, stopped off in Chicago to examine
the outstanding police communications
system he had heard so much about.
Accompanied by Mr. B. Perry, from
Motorola, Chief Alberto Maroni, Chief
of Communications of the Federal Po
lice Bureau of Argentina spent the day
studying our facilities . Chief Maroni,
who holds the rank of Inspector Gen
eral, is in charge of the entire national
police communications network of Ar
gentina.
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THE BLUE LIGHT

# 1: Our condolences to
Sgt. J. Egan on the loss of his father and to
ptlmn. T. Gesiorski on the loss of his brother
. . . Welcome to Lt. J. Barry and good luck
to Lt. H. Potraz .. . TFA # 2: Ptlmn. J. Earley
and P. McCafferty stopped two men speed
ing in a car with California plates. They
found a .32 automatic, burglary tools, a
bundle of personal checks for banks in Cali
fornia and Colorado, and $880.00 in cash.
Both were unemployed. The patrolmen be
came suspicious when both men began cry-.
ing, and they placed them under arrest. Could
get the Traffic Award of the Month if they
remembered to give them a ticket . .. TFA
# 4: Pat Stack is on his way to the Bahamas
for his vacation . (Wait until his wife finds out)
.. . Sgt. Bob Thompson 's boat sunk. Luckily,
he had it tied up to the pier; it'll be easier
to find ... Sgt. D. Kenzie and Ptlmn . Eddie
O'Brien retired. (Chickens) Eddie's working for
Sears Roebuck; he's modeling for inner-tubes.
(Thanks for that one to Jerry "Blabber-mouth"
Maher, Canine) .. . Reports that Ptlmn. Joe
Terry's son, Joe Jr ., is in his second year at
West Point, age 17. Joe Sr. reports he takes
after his mother. Proof of that is that Joe Sr.,
has been on the job since 1946; he's 44
years old and still a patrolman . His son will
be a lieutenant at age 19 and his wife is the
COMMANDER.

Task Fo rce: TFA

- Ptlmn. Bob O'Brien
Communication Center : Congratulations to

the following personnel : To Ptlmn. Rutherford
Wilson who received a Commendation for the
apprehension of a suspect charged with at
tempted murder, robbery and resisting arrest;
Radio Dispatchers John Cummings, Edward J.
Wagner, George Raess and Louis Wilcox on
receiving their Certificates upon completion
of the Homicide Extension Course. Also to
Radio Dispatcher Robert Schm idt on the birth
of a baby girl ... ·A hearty welcome back to
Sgt. Richard Martin who made a splendid
recovery from an emergency gall bladder
operation ... We hope to see the same for
Sgt. Chester Trout who incurred a mild stroke
.and is convalescing at home ... Confined in
St. Bernard Hospital is Radio Dispatcher Alvin
Jones, injured in an auto accident, and Radio
Dispatcher Robert Howard is in St. George's
Hospital with ulcers . We hope to see all you
fellows back in the pink soon ... The whole
unit was happy to see Sgt. Frank Squair in
the fold again. He had been detailed to the
Crime Lab for a period in excess of seven

months . .. On our distaff side, Miss Lois
Rooney, secretary, broke out with the German
measles at the same time her son contracted
chicken pox. How's that for timing!! . .. While
exiting from the Stock Yard Inn, Miss Jean
Pollowy, Chief Teletype Operator, incurred
injuries when she slipped on some mashed
potatoes dropped on the floor by a careless
employee ... A fall was also taken by Mrs.
Lois Kramer, Timekeeper, when she slipped
on the stairs at home ... Condolences to
Sgt. Will iam Kinsella, on the death of his
sister, Margaret, and to Radio Dispatcher
Robert Longfellow, on death of his mother-in
law, Catharine Folczyk. Auf Wiedersehen!
- Sgt. Edward T. Haas
Su reau of Inspedional Services: Mort
Lowy extends thanks and gratitude to blood
donors to date on behalf of his father-in-law,
John Seif, who is in serious condition in St.
Joseph's Hospital, 2800 N. Lake Shore Drive.
More blood is needed, so, let's go, Good
Samaritans . . . Farewell to Sgt. Anglin and
welcome, Sgt. McGh ee, by virtue of recent
transfer order . .. New Arrivals: James An
thony Key, grandson of Lieut. Jim Key; Julie
Ann Grzesiak, daughter of Ptlmn. Robert
Grzesiak . . . Many happy returns to our per
ennial August " babies," Deputy Superin·
tendent Joe Morris, Sgts. Baker and Niemann,
Ptlmn. Benson and Palmer . . . Our corps
d'elite held an impromptu party at Chiam's
on June 16th. Good food-you bet-and some
thrilling pro football films. Everyone had a
gre<:t time . Our sincere t~3nks to the organi
zer s, especially Frank Podo lsy who worked
hard to "steer " the affair to a successful
conclusion . The glowing camaraderie so ev i
dent among the members left no doubt as to
high morale and esprit de corps . . . Charlie
Bauer says the Good Ship " Franque" is
listing so badly by the stern that we should
call in the Navy- or Lane Bryant- to correct
the exotic undulations ... Did you notice
" Omar" Wercheik lately? We love his hand
some and voluminous sport coat with the
gorgwls stripes ... Auf wiedersehn.

auto aCCident, is recuperating at home and
would like to hear from his friends and co
workers . . . Ptlwmn. E. Jordan, E. Callahan
and M. Kelly, Area # 4, are now on medical
roll. Get well ... Y. O. Stanley Drogosz is
still on the injured list .. . Our sympathies
to Sgt. James Hoey, Area # 4, on the death
of his brother John .. . Y. O. Vincent Leonardi,
Area # 5 is recuperating at home ... Area
# 5 extends a welcome to Ptlmn. Art Peter- .
son, transferred from Area # 3 as a desk
man.
- Ptlmn . James Lock
of Staff Sevices: The names of
places visited by our returning vacationers
indicate the good times they had. Transcriber
Supervisor Betty Stake of Recording and
Transcribing recently returned from Bermuda,
New York, and Washington. Ptlmn. Walter
Sattler returned with second -degree burns
from the Bahamas. Photograph er Don Dietz,
of Graphic Arts walked back from San Fran
cisco. ptlmn. Lawrence Madary of Recovered
Property was bound for Arizona to spend his
retirement until he had his pension refigured
by the Pension Board . .. As of this writing,
the Ident. Section Golf Tourney is in full
swing ... During the summer months, many
of us take to the outdoors , but Electrician
Walter Johns of Radio Maintenance is spend
ing his free time doing wood inlay work ...
Richard Turner, son of Clerk Ruth Turner, of
Auto. Maintenance, was accepted into the
National Honor Society at Harlan High .. .
Our sincere condolences to Transcriber
Dolores Donahue, of Recording, whose young
son passed away recently. She needs to re
place 150 pts. of blood used for the boy.
Anyone wishing to help, please contact Pax
428 or 429 ... Since Augu st is commonly
referred to as "the Dog Days," the picture
below seemed appropriate. Pax (on the right),

Bu r eau

- Art Curda
Youth Division : Our sympathies to Ptlmn.

Art Manger, desk man, Area # 1, on the un·
timely and unnecessary death on 12 June at
the Jackson Park Hospital of his grandson,
Michael Donahue. Michael died as a result of
a murder by four unknown boys at 87th and
Harper Ave . ... Y. O. Arthur Kimber is now
with the Mayor's Youth Foundation Olympic
Trials in San Francisco. We hope Art can
keep .up with the kids ... Congratulations to
Gene Condon and Joe Stehlik on their new
additions . . . Lt. Leonard Kody, Area # 2, re
turned erect and trim from his tour with the
army reserve at Fort Lee, Va. Sgt. Tom Mad·
den, now at Camp McCoy, Wis., will try to
compete with the lieutenant ... It is with
great pleasure that we welcome Ptlwmn. Jo
Dwyer back from her long siege of illness
... Y. O. Bob Perkins, Area # 4, injured in an

one of the "New Breed," goes over his Gen
eral Orders with Ptlmn. Francis Rickert. Both
are assigned to Auto Pound # 3.
- Steve Lloyd

# 5: DID YOU KNOW THAT: John
Casey keeps away from the beaches; all the
bullies keep kicking sand in his face . . .
Emmett Brown and Edward Smythe are both
engaged in work with youth : Brown as Little
League coach and Smythe as a basketball
coach. We wonder if this could be a second
childhood ... Tom Ross, Pat Doherty, Leon
Kersey and Bill McGlynn were all members of
the Fire Dept. This just goes to show you that
it is easier to get a mover than to climb a
ladder. Sgt. (Dr.) BOll Warner was a tree
Traffic Area

continued nn the nex t page
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surgeon, and he had an excellent bedside
manner . . John Smith was that little old
candy maker ... The real blast is that Rich
Maher was a guided missile mechanic in the
U. S. Army. This accounts for his counting
backwards. Cou ld you pict ure him i1 orbit?
· . . JO:1n Moroney is a full colonel in the
U. S. Army Reserve; his birds flys ... John
Flynn is a Kentucky colonel and he flys too
· . . Jim Carberry wa s quite a boxer as well
as a lover in his younger days . .. John
Laman was a fine watch maker. This methodi
ca l, precision training acco unts for his having
eight (8) chi ldren ... Sgt. Fred Anderson
denies that his wife iets him use the family
car in the summer. He takes the bus and
leaves the driving to someone (his wife) . . .
Jesse Buttrey again has proven his alertness
by two (2) very fi ne non-traffic arrests ...
lieut. Joe Lenert was a Mari ne first sergeant.
This probably accounts for his quiet, soft
voice . .. We wish a speedy recovery to Mrs.
Ted Mitrenga who is in serious cond ition at
Resurrection Hospital. Mrs. Mitrenga suff ered
a heart attack re cently ... We also wish a
speedy recovery to Stan ley Gorski who, at
this writing, has a sore bi g toe.
- Pt/mn _ John P. Cul/oton
Trafflc Area # 3: It wi ll be a long time, if
ever again, that Sgt. Tom Bunyan will ever
send Officers Bob Irwin or Tony Gasick out
for a midnight snack. The request was "2
Cheeseburgers with a slice of ra w." Bob
Irwin became bu sy so he relaye d the order
to Tony Gasick. The sandwiches were de
livered to the good sergeant and his delicacy,
when opened, revealed "2 Cheeseburgers
with onion, cheese and meat , ALL RAW." Sgt.
Bunyan 's comments are not pri ntab le . ..
Ptlmn. Fred Laverty received a Department
Commendation for a fine piece of police
work in appreh ending a pair of cab hold-up
men . . . Officer AI (Lopez) Lucas is man
aging the League-l eading Mohawks of Mar
quette Bronco League, and he has been
selected to be manager of the All-Star team.
He states his team will win all honors. If
they are the " Untouchables," only t im e and
games will tell ... Recently Ptlmn_ George
Schikora was made a proud daddy of tw in
girls. Best of everything on this double event
· .. Word received that Big John Fleming is
enjoying his furlough at Ceda r Lake, Ind.,
with his family . . . Get well soon: all the
personnel of T.A. # 3 send their best wishes
to Capt. leo Powers who, as of this writing,
is home recuperating from a back injury.
- Pt/mn . Saul Kop el
Detective A rea # 6: Lt. Ronny Rae, Rob
bery, returned from vacation 25. June. Hey,
Lt. Rae, wh ile you were gone, your mis
ch ievous demons did a good job minding the
store with the exception of your gal Friday.
Rita Speer. Was her face scarlet red when
10
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the carpenter and plasters knocked out a
side wall for a window, and someone told
she must put on her overalls and plaster
and try to put together the win dow on the
other side of the building! ... Det. Jimmy
Grant, Robbery, graduated cum laude from
Loyola. He maj ors in Philosophy. Dig that
Plato, Aristole and Grant-takes-Richmond-bit.
Gals, he's a dream y Greek God himself! .. .
Chitter Chatter: Happy 4th to all of you!
Vacation time comes rolling around in t he
good ole summertime of the month of July.
Sgt. AI Heitman, Hom .lSex, packs his brood
and heads for the wild woods of Wisconsin.
Say, sergeant, we hear the rea l marmaids up
there are jumping and sunning in the lazy
sun. Bring your blinks and bottle of Man Tan
in case you have a hard time resting in t he
warm sun. Be careful of t hose mantraps, sir!
.. . Det. Jim Brody. Robbery (Diamond Jim),
fin ally hooked a fi ne through bred by the
name of Ga il to promise and obey her lord
and master thru the channels of wedded
bliss. The happy event occurred 7 Ju ne.
The gang of Robbery toasted and sang their
praises to their boy Jim and Ga il. Good luck,
love doves . . . Ke ep smiling folks, with your
almost-smiling half-wi t reporter, Ki ley.
-Jeanne F. Kiley
Detective Area # 2 : Congratulations to Det.

Joe Jakucyn 's wife, a crossing guard at the
4th ..district. She recently received a Honor
able Mention for the capture of two men who
had committed a robbery. There is a possi
bility that Lt. Black will trade Joe for his
wife . . . Det. Stan Szymanski was discharged
recently fr om the hospital and is now resting
at home. He would like to see or hear from
some of the men . . . Good news: Det. Jim
Sweeney is returning to work soon after his
stay in the hospital ... Det. Hugh McNulty is
back in harness after his siege . .. If you
want to get Virgil Poole upset, call him
" Sparks" ... A reward is bein g offered for
any information as to where Tom Ormond got
that white linen sport coat. Some say that
it is his First Communion coat . . . Depart
ment Commendations were distributed re
cently to several men in our Area for out
standing police work: 1. Spaatz, T. Abt. Sgt. V.
Vrodlyk, of the Burglary Unit, as well as the
writer . . . A job well done to some unsung
heroes on the Weinstei n murder: Jack Wallenda
and Tony Prunckle. HIS, as well Bob Hughes,
Robbery . . . Sgt. Mike Rock and his fam ily
had a vacation that they wil l remember for
some time. While traveling in Missouri, their
car was completely demolished, when they
were hit in the rear. No one hurt.
-Det. Dan Mahoney
J 8th District: Officers William Foley, Pat
Cucci, Dick Lameka, Mike Zakoian, this re
porter and all membe rs of the 18th district
wish a speedy recovery to Lt. Pat O'Connor
and hope he's back with us on the watch
soon. Hurry and get well , Pat . . . Congrats
to Officers Mike Mackin and Joe Fiandaca.

Traffic Men of the Month for May, in clear
ing up a serious crime when pursuing a
traffic violator. They noted the license plate
was listed in con nection with an arm ed rob
bery of a drug store and, curb ing this auto
with two men, fo und two revolvers in it.
These men were identified as the men who
held up a near-north grocery store twice, and
were the drug store robbers ... At this time,
our baseball team is undefeated with a 7
wins, 0 losses . . . Officers John Gruber and
Joe Leon are to be commended on the cap
ture of two burglars. When the burglars didn 't
stop, on e was shot and wounded . . . Tom
Fuller, Nick Roder, Frankie Altiere, Mel Cohen
and Sgt. Clem played so ldier for a few weeks
at t he expense of the Government. Glad to
have some fell ows watching out for the rest
of us civilians. Attention, Officer Fred Kraft
(the all-American Boy): golf instructions are
to be given. Contact Officer Pat Cucci; for
baseball, contact Officer Mike Zakoian . . .
A good time was had by all at th e Mohawk
Country Club, seeing familiar fa ces, and old
ones ... Welcome, all new personne l into 18,
and sorry to see the others go. The Lithuanian
Eagle.
-Ptlmn_ John R. Dacio/as
J6th District: Our belated condol ences to
Raymond Poorker and Will iam McCann on
the death of their fath ers and to Grover
Hemmersbach on the loss of his mother . ..
Congratulations to Charley (Mad-Mad) Cerese.
His wife presented him with anoth er baby
girl, Diane, their th ird . . . An Honorable
Mention was given to Sam Carducci for out
standing pol ice work ... Speaking of out
standing police work, what about Dan Usalis
and Fred Bartling? Information and directi ons
given them by a cooperative citizen led to the
arrest, within 20 minutes, of a st ickup man
who had just held up the National Tea store.
Keep up the good work, boys! ... There ar e
th ree stories circulatin g in the district about
Sgt. Ciessau. Upon volunteer ing for the
"beach detail," he was recall ed to the dis
trict after two weeks. WHY ? Because (1) " we
needed his kn owledge, ab ility. initiative, ag
gressiveness and personal ity." (2) "He
couldn't take it anymore," watching all those
bathing beauties on the beach. (3) After the
" topless" bathing suit incident on the beach,
he was told in so many word s by his wife
to work "in a district " away from the beach.
Now I ask you , wh ich one sha ll we be lieve?
... Watch this column for the biggest news
of the yea r from the 16th district. Announce
ment of the "Big Day" is forthcoming. Every
one is waiting to hear th is news with bated
breath.
- Ptlmn. Louis F. Bruzzini

J 5th District: First off, a big thanks to
Ptlmn. P. Montalbano for donating a pi nt of
of blood to my si ster. Ph il, I can't thank you
enough . .. Ptlmn. A. Cutrara, on vacation,
took his fam ily, for a cruise in his new
1964 auto. Augie said the car is paid for, so
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he will take his trip to Oak
Park, III. Ha Ha .. . Here's
a picture of fisherman Glen
Demastus I meant to in
clude last issue . . . The
desk personnel, of all
watches, are the unsung
heros. These patrolmen really are on the ball.
I can 't ment ion all their names, but I wi ll
anyway: Ptlmn. J. fleming, Killenberg, Wright,
O'Donnell, Lillis, Bianco,
Panzica .. . Larry O'Sul·
livan, the lockup keeper
(57 years young) is going
to go out and watch our
baseball team and give
us a little pep talk.
•
-Ptlmn . AI Krajecke

I
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'4th District: Had such a restful furlough,
I simply forgot to fil e a col umn last month
... Personnel of 14 who have had dependents
to aid in the tax problems: Rosalie DeVivo,
wife of Ptlmn. f . DeVivo, presented him with
a lovely baby girl named Theresa Ann . That's
their first. Anne Swaine, wife of Ptlmn. T.
Swaine, also came thru wi th a baby gir l.
She's also a first and goes by the name of
Frances Margaret. In the same line, but just
to be different, Sylvia Steele, wife of Ptlmn.
M. Steele, presented him with a baby boy
named Scott Joseph. That's three for the
Steeles, and may he grow up to be just like
his daddy . .. Recent retirements incl ude
ptlmn. F. Walther, ptlmn. H. Walther and
Ptlmn. E. Krejcik from 14. Also Ptlmn. D.
O'Leary, who was at 14 for many years but
more re cently at Centra l Detention. Have a
long and healthful retirement , men; you all
earned and deserve it . . . The 14th ball team,
as of this writing, is goi ng great guns. Tied
with the 13th for 1st place, but 13 should
be a cinch to beat. That is, if that dark,
handsome shortstop stops taking called third
strikes. He somehow reminds you of Nichol
son of the White Sox-Big Swish ... Speak
ing of big, Ptlmn. F. Cecelia was transferred
into 14 to help Ptlmn. Block in the secre
tary's office; a welcome addition . . . We at
14 extend our sincere cond ol ences to the
family of Ptlmn. H_Mackey who passed away
4 Ju ly. He was loved by all at th is command
and will be rememb ered and missed by us.
"BOW WOW" .
-Ptlmn. Robert Wojtkiewicz
13th District: A large turnout was on hand
on th e night of 21 June 64 for a retirement
pa rty honoring Off. Charlie McCabe at the
D'Allison restaura nt at Division and Western.
The success of the party was mainly due to
the promotional efforts of Offs. Ray Retzke
and John Negafko. In spite of a torrentia l
rain, a grand crowd came out and had a
wonderful time. This figures, because Charl ie
was well liked . He's the on ly guy I know of
who was honored by two retirement parties,
both of which were huge successes . . .
Veteran 13th stalwart Norm Harrington has

been transferred to the East Chicago Ave.
District. Good luck in your new assignment,
Norm . . . I ran into Eddie Kerbs the other
day, and he info rm ed me that he had retired
the day previously. Eddie was a policeman for
over 30 years, a good portion of which were
spent in this distri ct . . . I was surprised to
see my oid friend, Fred Baggot, at roll call
recently. He stated that he had been trans
ferred into the district from the 12th district
. . . I was interested to learn that many
officers missed my col umn last month . The
truth of the matter is that I developed a slow
burn when I saw what had been cut from my
previous month 's copy. This is despite the
fact that I kept with in the space confines
stipulated by the editor. (Ed. Note: In April ,
we had to do a lot of chopping because so
many stories were too
long. McGoldrick's copy
got caught in the meat
grinder. Sorry. He's right.
He was one of the few
who DID keep in the
space allotted.)
- Ptlmn . Richard E. McGoldrick
J 2th District: Congratulations to Cadet Clar
ence Williamson and his wife on the birth
of an 8 pound baby girl , Rose Micele, on 13
June, and to Ptlmn. George Schwebke and his
wi fe Lydia on the arri val of a baby girl, June
Rae , on 20 June 1964. Weight 7 pounds . . .
Ptlmn. John McKinley is looking for new
wor lds to conquer, having graduated from
Northwestern Univers ity on 13 June with a
degree in Business Admi nistration . John is a
bachelor and so is the degree. Congratu la
lations and good luck, John . .. And so says
Samansky . Sgt. John Donahue is enjoying a
well-deserved rest at Diamond Head in the
blue Pacific, where the trade winds are
caressing him all day. Trade winds??? ...
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Ptlmn.
Joseph Altobella on the death of his brother,
Anthony, 0:1 12 June, and to Sgt. Lawrence
Schupolsky and retired offi cers George and
John on the untimely death of th eir be loved
brother, Ptlmn. William Schupolsky, of the
12th district . . . Acting District Commander
Patrick Needham awarded an Honorab le Men
tion to Ptlmn. Ciolli and Ziegler of the 12th
distri ct, and to Ptlmn. Varallo and Bowden, of
th e canine unit, for the apprehension of two
burglars .
- Ptlmn. James 1. McKitfrick

10th District: Sincere sympathy is being
sent from all members of the department to
Mrs. Edward Smith on th e death of her hus
band. " Smitty," as he was affe ctionately
call ed by many of us, was better known to
the members of the old Lawnda le district.
Smitty joined the Department on Sept. 23,
1953, and spent most of his years on the
job at the 24th district. He was one of our
original wheel men when the three-wheel
motorcyc les came out. He was we ll known by

many businessmen on 26th st. and Cermak
Road. Everyone who knew Sm itty respected
and loved him, he was that type of a person.
A grand guy with a wide grin, he will be
missed by us all. May he rest in peace. In
memory of Ptlmn. Edward Sm ith, Star
# 3285, of the 10th District, no other unit
news will be reported t his month.
- Ptlmn . Charles Rolecek
9th Distict: It's number one for Mr. and
Mrs. Anthony Borski. Ptlmn. Borski's wife,
Janet, gave birth to a beautifu l baby girl
on the 29th of June, in Little Company of
Mary Hospital. The wee one's weight: eight
pounds and four ounces . . . Capt. Vincent
Nolan, formerly of the 9th district, is now
a proud grandfather of babies born to his two
lovely daughters at Christ Community Hos
pital. Coin cidence: both daughters were con
fined in the same room ... Sadness indeed:
on the death of Mr. Marin Burica, father of
Ptlmn. John Burica. Regard s were shown by
the many fri ends who attended the wake and
fun eral . . . Vetera n ptlmn. Joseph Hein of
the 7th district is no longer with us. Death
has taken him quickly from our ranks. Pt lmn.
Hein was a former member of the old 16th
distri ct . . . On the lighter side: While on his
fur lough, Ptlmn. Donald Hector had the pleas
ure of taking his wife, Rose , and the family
to Nebraska . . . Replacements: One of the
most proficient men at the 9th district was
Ptlmn. William Harris , who ret ired in 1963.
Replacing th e name of William Harris will be
Ptlmn. Thomas Harris, his son .
- Ptlmn . F. Breen
8th District: We wish to welcome aboard
Capt. Stohes, Lt. Gorey, and Ptlmn. McFarland
. . . Ptlmn. Weise now has competition insofar
as be ing THE authority as a rose grower. It
has been said that Lt. Nance is also an
authority. Both were seen exchanging ideas
and boasti ng as to who grows the better
roses. Incidentally a belated welcome to Lt.
Nance .. . Congratulations to Officer Fucu lak
whose daughter has gone to France as an
exchange student .. . Erazmus's daughter left
for Tuito, Ecuador, in South America, as an
exchange student. He will host a girl from
there for two months . . . On John Pitak's
return trip from Hawaii, he took the long
way home and stopped at Las Vegas where
he dug down in his Bohemian satchel and
dropped a few coins into the amusement (?)
mach ines. How come no bars appeared, John?
. .. After an extensive and competitive elec
tion, this writer was honored by being elected
the Commander of Ch icago Police Post No.
207, American Legion for the year 1964-196 5.
Thanks for all of your support.
- Joseph S. Erazmus
7th District: The many, many friends of th e
late Ptlmn. Joseph A. Hein of the 7th district
were indeed shocked and sadde ned by his
(continued on th e n ext page)
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sudden death. Joe was all policeman , ana
served as a detective in the 8th District (then
known as the 16th District). He also served
as secretary, then as one of the first court·
officers in the outlying courts. Personnel of
the 7th, along with the 8th, turned out in'
large numbers for the night of the St. Jude
wake to offer their sincere condolences to
his wonderful wife, Rose, and their two chil
dren (Joe's pride and joy), Mary lue , a junior
in high school , and Joseph Jr., last year in
college. The whole 7th district turns out to
these wakes of brother-officers to comfort
families in their hour of grief. It points up
what a tight ship the 7th district runs ...
Vacation fish stories are now all the rage .
Capt William Gastel tells about the large sail
fish he caught by snaring him in his line,
etc. etc. Oh brother" ... Typist Ellen
. "Smiles" Hudson had a surprise birthday
party given by "lover Boy" Ptlmn. Beavers.
Wow! . .. Since tying the knot, no more lock
up keeping for Mike Jordan. Now seems too
confining: the lock-up, of course .. . District
Commander William A. McCann looks in the
" pink," just back from wife's folk's home in
Maryland and his folk's home in Florida ...
That team of Ptlmn. Caesar Gay and nomas
Bell want only to wear swimming trunks this
year . Gay went from 260 Ibs. to 220 Ibs., and
Bell went from 305 Ibs. to 250 Ibs. They're
not wanting a pinch for bare bosoms. (Ed.
Note: Real devotion to duty! This was sent
to us from New York, where Higgins is spend- '
ing his furlough.)
- Ptlm n. Wilbur F. Higgins
5th District: News from Capt McCarthy's
watch : On June 23, the watch had its 3rd
annual picnic at Ryans Woods, 87th and West
ern. They had a terrific softball game of the
old guys against the young guys. Score-too
big to print, but the old guys won. Poor
Charlie Ham ilton was so exhausted that he
laid down in his car and never woke up till
it was time to leave. Everyone raved about
the tasty hot dogs that Vic Ross brought'
... I was told by the guys on the watch of .
Lt Corrigan that they have a patrolman who
gives anyone advice on how to lose weight
and get that he-man build. For further in
formation, contact Anderson, the Wagon Man
. . . The men in the district wish Ptlmn. Herb
Kordeck a lot of success in his new assign
ment down at 11 th St. in the Special Services
Section. Having had this experience in the
Service, we know Herb will do a good job for
Sgt. Erickson . .. News from overseas: Ptlmn.
(PFC) John Hensley has been promoted to a
new assignment in the Military Police while
serving in Korea. He is now assigned to
Criminal Investigation Division, 7th Inf. Divi
sion. His correct address is: PMI John
Hensley, 7th Inf. Div. , APO 7, San Francisco,
Calif.... During this vacation period , while
12
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Commander Egan is gone, our acting com
mander is Capt. Lyons. He is doing a fine job,
and we are sure that Commander Egan is en
joying his rest, knowing the district is doing
fine ... "Judge" Zwier and Pt1mn. Kerrin,
youth officers for the station, are very seldom
mentioned, so we would like to say to them ,
for all the men and residents of the district,
"thanks!" for a very splendid job done, day
in and day out.
- Ptlmn . Richard lis

The Canine Corp s was called and they found
the offender on top of the steel beams. The
suspect was charged with auto theft , in
vestigated by Robbery, and finally was issued
40 tickets for traffic violations committed in
the cha se . . . The 1. Danaher crime car,
which includes L. Forberg, R. Holstern with
an assist from E_Casey, cleared a rape with
the arrest of a suspect who was identified
by the victim . Good work.
- Ptlmn . T. J. Sha n non

4th District: Well , we start off this month
by welcoming back Commander William J.
O'Neill after his recent illness. He looks in
the pink and raring to go . .. Our hats are
off to Capt. Harry "Deadeye " Sheehan who
placed first in the Slow Individual Fire cate
gory of the competition held recently at the
1st district. Also Tom Manilla, formerly from
this command, who placed 2nd. The 4th dis
trict also received a trophy for 1st place in
the Slow Fire .. . A good pinch was made
by Sgt. Hubert Harnois, Bill Dujmovich , and
Donald Dixon. They received a call from C.C.
of "stick-up in progress" at 83rd and Bran
don, followed by a description of the offender.
They proceeded to this location and appre
hended the felon in an alley one-half block
from the store . A search of the alley revealed
a sawed-off shot gun. The man was taken
back to the store and was identified by the
owner; he then admitted hi s offense. A check
of this offender revealed he was paroled on
21 Apri I 1964 for the same offense, armed
robbery. In that case, he shot the ca shier
. . . Edward Czajka is going around the 4th
di strict with a wide grin on his face. His
son had a baby boy
named Floyd. He is going
around the district pa ss
ing out EI Ropos. Ed
says, "Tough luck grand
ma . Next time it will be ·
a girl. "
- Ptlm n. Steve Schae fer

2nd District: Cadet Roland Parker can now
be reached c/ o U. S. Navy. His replacement,
Cadet David Merritt, has been doing a splen
did job on the 3rd watch . Pt lmn. George
Cantrell has just completed a hitch in the
Army and is back with us ... Our sincere
condolences to Ptlmn. Earl Smith and Richard
Jarmon , respectively, on the loss of their
mothers . . . Congratulations to Crossing
Guard Dorothy Hairston, for being named run
ner-up in the " Women of The Year" contest,
sponsored by one of the leading bus com
panies and daily newspapers. She wa s
selected for her active participation in
church , social, and commun ity affairs. She is
also president of the Reavis School PTA ...
The district wa s well represented at the re
cent Mayslake Retreat, special thanks to the
co-ordinator, Lt. Peter Murany ... On June
8th , 68 happy boys and girls were presented
Junior Patrolman cards by Comdr. Harness at
a special ceremony held in the DuSable high
school auditorium. The school admini stration
and Comdr. Harness selected the recipients
for their academic ability, character, and at
titude toward adults and authority. Ptlmn Al
bert J. Jordan served as master of ceremony,
and is to be commended for the endless
amount of time and energy that he spent
making arrangements for the affair. An esti
mated 350 persons witnessed the presenta
tions ... Bye, se e you at the World 's Fair.
- Ptlmn . Nathan W. Burton

3rd District: All the men of the 3rd district
were saddened by the death of Hughie Wal
lace. Hughie was a friend of policemen and
spent 35 years around the 3rd district; he
will be missed by one and all .. . Condolences
go out to Ptlmn. J. Daniher on the death of
his father and to Sgt. O'Conner on the death
of his mother ... Pt lm n. Wyatt, better known
in the Army as Sgt. l l C Wyatt, is in summer
training at Camp Ripley, Minn., for 15 days.
Also, Sgt_Faklas, Chief Warrant in the Army,
just finished his annual training at Fort
leonardwood .. . G. Green passed out cigars
announcing the birth of a baby boy presented
to him by his wife. Congratulations. Another
new father is Sgt. Kimble, whose wife, Joan,
presented him with a new son, Daniel , born
April 1 . . . Wedding bells rang for P.
Valesares and Karen on May 23. Good luck,
kids ... H. Thomas and S. Adam s observed
a traffic violator and started to pursue same .
The offender struck a light post, abandoned
the auto, and ran into a steel mill storage lot.

J st Distr ict: Our cadet, John Shopin, a very
handy guy around the 1st District, will be
joining the U. S. Air Force Reserve in Sep
tember , and we are wondering where we will
get two or three others to replace him . . .
Watch Commander Capt John Jemilo is
presently on medical roll as the re sult of a
whiplash injury suffered in an auto accident.
We all wish him a speedy recovery .. .
Ptlmn. Wilbourne Woods and Mrs. Woods be
lieve in doing things in a big way. They have
become the parents of an eleven pound,
eleven ounce baby boy. Congratulations to
the proud parents .. Our very capable re
view officer , Gene Walaski, was recently
elected to the executive board of the Polish
American Police Association . Just watch this
association grow and prosper in the future
. .. We were all saddened by the news that
Ptlmn . Izer Rake , formerly of this command
and recently retired from the Department,
died on 18 June, 1961 while at his summer

-
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We need your help and advice about your magazine. If you can spare a minute or so, you can help us
include the type of information you would like to see in the Star. Please complete the questionnaire below, and
return it to us by Sept. I . No postage stamp is needed. THIS QUESTIONNAIRE SHOULD NOT BE SIGNED.
l. How would you like to see the Star distributed ?
To the home, as now 0 To the unit, to be picked up
2. How well do you think the Star prese nts information and
keeps you informed on Department activities?
Very well 0 Good 0 Fair 0 Poor

o

3. How often do you read the Star?
Every issue
I seldom read it
Most every issue
I never read it
Some of the time

o
o
o

o
o

o
o

5. What features of the Star do you read?
All of them
Book reviews
General Interest
Information articles
features
Unit/District news
Department Commendations
Want ads
Thank You letters
Retirements, Memorial Roll
Which two do you like
Other
best?

o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o

9. Are you:
Sworn personnel
Civilian personnel

o
o

Very Good

o
o
o

o
o
o

•
•
•

Police News Around the World

Fair

Poor

Don't Read

-

---

. -".

What's New in the Department

--

-

-

-

Stories about Dept. events

-

Stories about the Units

-

I

Stories about Command Personnel

..

Crossing guard
Other

10. Do other people read your copy of the Star? If so, who?
(Check more than one, if appropri ate. )
Husband or wife
Other relatives
Children
Friends or neighbors
Parents
No one else

Good

Thank You letters
Editorial

•
•

o
o

6. Below are listed some of the fe a tures that appear in the Star. C heck the box which best indicates what you think of them .

-

•

for the Department?
More than 20 years
I am retired
I am not a member of the
Department

8. What Bureau do you work for?
0 Office of the
0 Field Services
Superintendent
0 Patrol
0 Staff Services
0 Traffic
0 Inspectional Services
0 Detectives
0 Youth

4. How often do you prefer receiving the Star?
Once a month ,
0 More often
as now
How often ?
Twice a month ,
as last year

•
•

•
•

7. How long have you worked
0 Less th an 5 years
0
0 From 5 to 10 years
0
0 Over 10 but less
0
than 20 years

o



l-

-

---

Stories about interesting people
-

Interrelationship stories

-

I-

Discussions on a police subject

I

-- -

---

~

-

Blue Light (Unit/District News)
Plain Talk (rumor-dispelling column)
Book Review

-

Bibliography
Training information

---

Retirements, Memorial Roll
From the Editor's Desk

-

-

-

Department Commendations
Special Services column

•
•

Other

-

-

-

-

-

- -

-

-

--

-

-

-

--I

-
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11. What other information would you like to see in the Star?

~
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~
~
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•

.
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

12. How would you improve the Star?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

13. How would you improve a readership survey in the future?

Just fold, seal with tape or a staple, and drop in the nearest Police mailbox or the nearest U.S. mailbox. Be sure the
Chicago Police Star address is on the outside. Many thanks. Your comments on this questionnaire will determine the content
of the Star in the future.
(fold this part under)
(fold here)

BUSINESS

..

REPLY

First Class Permit No. 55578

•
•

M A I L

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chicago, III.

CH ICAGO POLICE DEPARTMEN T
CHICAGO PO LICE STAR, Room 403

•
•
•

1121 S. STATE STREET

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605

•

(fold here)

~
Q)
~
~

;:,

u

Keep this part on outside

•
•
•
•

.
•

.
•

•
•
•

Digitized by ChicagoCop.com
seal with tape or a staple

Name

MEMORIAL ROLL FOR MAY AND JUNE
Unit

PlImn. William Bicking . . . . .. . . ... .... Disability Pension Rol l.
. .2
Ptlmn. Maurice Daniher . . ... .. .. . .... Personnel Division . ... .
.8
Ptlmn . Frank Flynn ...... .. . ......... Special Services .. .
. . .. . 13
Sgt. Richard Gorecki .. . .... . . ....... . . Graphic Arts
.. .... 31
Ptlmn. Charles Heil ..... . .. .. .. . . . ... Disability Pension Roll. . . ... 28
Ptlmn. Joseph Hein ..... .. ..... .. .... 7 th District
.. .. .. .. ... 23
Ptlmn. Joseph O'Neill .... . .. .. ... . ... 9th District
. ... ....... 3
Ptlmn. Leroy Palla ......... ... .. . . . .. Detached Service .. . .. . . . . . . 18
Ptlmn. Edward Rose ....... .. .. . .. ... 11th District
.... ... ..... 21
PUmn. William Schupolsky . . .. .. .. .. .. 12th District
..... . . . . . 16
. .. 26
Ptlmn. Edward Smith ... .. .. . . . . . . . . .. 10th District
Ptlmn. John L. Stutz .. . . . . ' " . . .....
8th D istrict ... . ... . . .. .. .. 6

Date of
Death

PLAIN

M ay
June
M ay
May
June
June
June
M ay
May
June
June
June

TALK

'64
'64
'64
'64
'64
'64
'64
'64
'64
'64
'64
'64

Here is a rumor that can be taken
care of in two words: Not True. The
rumor is that the Department is plan
ning to chop off twenty canine units .
Answer? You have it. NOT SO.

'"

"E ver have one of those days when everybody talks y ou out of everything?))
The Blue Light
continued from page twelve

home in McHenry, Illinois . .. A Department
Commendation has been given to Ptlmn.
Thomas Smith for his heroic action in dis·
arming an offender in the act of stabbing the
victim during an altercation. The victim later
died .. . The news in this issue is rather brief
due to the fact that your reporter is going on
furlough two weeks before this copy goes to
press. Oh well, it's going to be great acting
as self appointed bathing suit inspector on
the beach, binoculars and all.
-Ptlmn. George Thiese
Office of the Superintendent: POLICE PLAN·

NING: We wish to convey our deepest sym·

pathy to Sgt. Richard Gorecki's wife and
family. Dick passed away on 31 May 1964
. .. The "Captain Kidd" of Police Planning,
Sgt. John Grentzner, needs lessons in naviga
tion . Seems he spent the better part of the
night lost on the Fox river. Family Accom·
plishments: A bouncing girl to Ptlmn. Tom
Walsh. He's holding up real well ... Best of
luck to Ptlmn. Henry Braggs who was trans
ferred to the Communication Center. Welcome
to his replacements direct from Northwestern:
Sgts. Rochford, Gleason and Sheehan . . .
Virginia Council's on Cloud Nine since daugh·
ter Pat was married. Best of luck ... Who's
the joker in Planning who's been spending
money on those crazy cards? ... MANAGE·
MENT ANALYSIS: Welcome to the new "MAD
Leader," Director George F. Gorgol. Coming
from the "Board," we should get quite an "edu·

cation. " Steve (last of the three wise men)
bought a $25.00 pipe that, to some people in
the office, looked just like a Medico . . . It
. has been rumored that not only has Bill (No
Money) Bates bought his own cup of coffee,
but "Big Spender" Bloom also parted with
a dime ... Congrats to Sue Gross and Jim
Modic for the revamp on the new " Missile
X," at an annual savings of over $190,000.
A real big helping hand for the guys on the
street ... Ditto to Tom Cusick and Arnie
Perman for a fine job on the arrest report.
Let's just hope it works , fellows ... Oh, No!
Bob st. Clair's wife is that way again. Bob,
please go out with the fellows more .. . Since
this is our first column , could use some
help. HELP! Please send news items to me,
Jim Modic, MAD, Room 401.

*
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ognizes that many police departments,
such as ours, use report forms which are
really " checklist" reports. But, he points
out, these forms also have a " Remarks"
or " Further Details" section for nar
rating additional information . Accord
ingly, he emphasizes that even under
such systems of reporting, competency
in narrative reporting is important.

Book Review I

HOW TO WRITE A NARRATIVE
INVESTIGATION REPORT, by
William Dienstein. Springfield :
Charles C Thomas, 1964. Pp. 115.
Skill in narrative report writing is a
prime essential for a good investigating
officer, and the author of this book has
done a competent job in providing prin
ciples and guides to aid police officers
who are anxious to improve their ability
to communicate in writing. In discussing
narrative report writing, the author rec-

In the introductory chapter, the
author persuasively explains the value
of high quality investigative reports,
stresses their importance by showing the
valuable purposes they serve, and thor
oughly lays the groundwork for his
conclusion that "the quality of the in
vestigative reports and police records
have a direct relationship to the effi
ciency of a police department and to the
administration of justice in a com
munity."
In the succeeding chapter, he explains
in detail what information should be
included in a report . He stresses that
the content pattern of a report should
include complete answers to the basic
questions: Who, What, When, Where

JUNE RETIREMENTS
Years of
Name
Unit
Service
Ptlmn. William Barber ..... . ... . . . .... Communication Center ..... .... ..... 21
Lt. Anthony Conte .. .......... . . .... . Training Division . .. ........ .. . . .. . 31
Ptlmn. George Fabianski ... . . .. .. ..... 12th District
. . ... .... .. . . .. . . .. 31
Sgt. Joseph Foley ...... . . .. .... . ..... 2nd District ..... ". .... . " ....... 31
Ptlmn. Samuel J. Genda,. , ... . , , . . .... Records Div., Field Inquiry . . , . .. . , .. 23
Ptlmn. Langton Hall .... ,' . .. .. ' .... . , 18th District .. ... .. , .. , ' , ..... .. ... 21
Sgt. Daniel Kenzie, .. . , . ............ . .Task Force-Detail , . .. .... , .. ,. , . . 27
Ptlmn . Edwin Kerbs . . ' .. . . .. , ... , ... ' 13th District ... , .. , .... . . . . ', . , , , . , .31
Lt. Edward J. Mangan , , , , .. .. . , , . . .... 15th District .. , ... , , , ... , .. . . . , . ... 27
Ptlmn. Edward O'Brien ,., .. , . . . . , ... .Task Force # 4 , .... , ... , .. , .. . . . , . . 20
Ptlmn, Michael O'Donnell ... , , .... ' , . ,Disability Pension Roll,., . .. .. . ... . 16
Ptlmn. Donald O'Leary ... .. . . . ,., . . ,' 14th District . . . .. ",. " .. ....... ,,28
Sgt. Edward Peterson .... . ' . " . . . . ', .. Task Force # 1 , .. .... .. , . , . . . .... ,23
Sgt. Joseph J. Sidlo .... ., ... . . . " . ... 21 st District .... .. .... , . . . , . . .. .. .28
Ptlmn. John Solik , ., . . ,. " ... . .. , .... 11th District, . . . . . .. .. . , . . , . . . , . , .. 25
Ptlmn . Francis Walther ..... . . . , ..... , 14th Di strict ... . . . ... .. . . .... . , . .. ,21
Ptlmn . Henry Walther .. . . . . . ... ,., . . . 14th District, , . , . . , , . . , , . ... . . . .. , ,26
Ptlmn. Charles Weber ..... . . ,." . .. ,. 6th District . . .... . " . .. . . , . . "" ... 25

and How. He provides a comprehen
sive list of questions , detailed instruc
tions and many examples which will
aid the investigator in procuring the an
swers to these five basic questions.
In this chapter, the author also dis
cusses fiVe principles of good report
writing: accuracy, completeness, brev
ity, impartiality and form . He gives
many practical suggestions to aid the
investigator in the observance of these
principles. He also calls attention to a
few aspects of functional grammar and
usage, and recalls to the reader rules
about how to use words and how to
put them together to form complete
thoughts. This is a brief but informa
tive discussion on the basic rules of
writing. Its value is enhanced if the
reader follows the author's suggestion
and refers to a more comprehensive
English text as a supplementary refer
ence .
In this book is included an informa
tive, detailed discussion of the parts or
elements common to a narrative report.
It also contains a summary list of Do's
and Don't's, pointing out pitfalls to be
avoided and guidelines to be followed
by the investigator in effectively con
ducting and reporting investigations.
This book is recommended reading
to aid the development of the field
officer. However, it should be kept in
mind that the text merely presents
fundamentals and instructional guides
to the reader. To improve his facility to
communicate in writing, the reader
should assiduously use these basic rules,
principles and guides in the actual prac
tice of narrative report writing.
-John P. Leonard,
Administrative Deputy C hief
Patrol Division

Lt. Marilyn O'Regan gives has·

pitality assistance at a reception
for the wives, mothers and fian·
cees of the recruits now in train·
ing at the Academy.

Rose Baker (2nd from left) cele·
brates her retirement from the
Department after 20 years as a
crossing guard, Also shown are
Helen Edwards, area supervisor,
and Deputy Superintendent
Pierce Fleming.
16
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Eliminating the
"Misce ·laneous Inciden-'--
Report
HE DEPARTMENT has scored a
major breakthrough. The Manage
ment Analysis Division has come
up with a simplified method of record
ing the disposition of miscellaneous inci
dent reports which will eliminate, for
the most part, the need for a beat man
to write out a miscellaneous incident
report at all.
This will reduce the paper work done
by the man on the street-the writing of
field case and incident reports-by
about 70%!
HE MISCELLANEOUS incident report
has been a problem to the Depart
ment ever since the new reporting sys
tem was instituted in 1961.
First of all, the reports were not
of equal value to the Department as the
case reports. They were not made a
part of the crime reports at central
headquarters, but were kept, instead, in
the districts, to be discarded in one year.
Secondly, they were not even used to
compile Department crime statistics.
The information for the daily and
monthly reported "miscellaneous calls"
was taken directly from the radio call
cards, not the hand written reports.
Finally, the time that it took to write
up these minor incidents was all out of
proportion to their importance .
On the other hand, the miscellaneous
incident report did serve three subsidiary
functions which required their reten
tion.
1) As part of our reporting system,
they were the only Department records
which indicated the disposition of spe
cific calls for service. Without them,
thousands of reported incidents would
be unaccounted for.
2) They furnished the Department
with a "defensive" reord which could
be used to explain to a complaining
citizen why the police did what they
did in investigating a call.
3) They furnished the District Com
mander and his watch commanders with
a record of what the district cars were

doing, how the beat officers were em
ploying their time, and how long it took
the men to follow through on these calls
for service.
OW, UNDER THE new system, these
three functions will still be met
while the need for actually writing out
the reports will be dispensed with.
This is how it will work. The beat
officer will still be assigned a call for
service by the dispatcher. After he han
dles the call, instead of writing out the
disposition on a sheet from his Field
Reporting Manual, the officer will sim
ply call back the dispatcher and give
him a pre-arranged code number that
will indicate the nature of the incident
and how it was disposed of. The dis
patcher will write this code down on the
original radio call card-and that will
be it.
The radio call card will now serve
the same purpose as the miscellaneous
incident report itself; it will become
the official Department record of the
miscellaneous incident.
Each day, after the radio cards are
used to compile the daily statistics, they
will be sent out to the district. There
they will be available to the District
Commander, and will be discarded, as
the old miscellaneous reports, after the
prescribed year.
ELOW IS THE code that will be used.
This will be printed on a card and
be distributed to every officer, as an
insert for his Field Reporting Manual.
As can be seen, the numbers indicate
the type of incident ; the letters indicate
the action taken . A combination of one

number and one letter (as 4-G or
"Miscel1. Four George") will, in most
instances, cover the most frequently
encountered calls.
1.

Disturbance, Do
mestic

2.

Disturbance, Teen

3.
4.
5.

Disturbance, Drunk
Disturbance, Noise
Disturbance, Other
Street
Illegal Parking
Sick Removal
Injured Person
Man or Woman

agers

6.
7.
8.
9.

Dow n
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Dog Bite
Suspicious Person
Citizen Calling tor
Help
Lost Person
Burglar Alarm
Inhalator
Fire
Escort
Traffic Accident
Other Miscellane
ous Incident

A. Not Bona Fide
Incident
B. No Person Can Be
Found
C. No Such Address
D. No Police Service
Necessary

E. Perpetrator(s)
Gone on Police
Arrival
F. Peace Restored
G. Advised Warrant
H. Ad vised to Recon
tact Police If Re
peated or Returned
I. Removed to Hos
pital
J. Returned to Home
or Family
K. Taken to District
Station
L. Information Re
port Submitted
M. Issued Traffic
Summons

N. Issued Non-Traffic
Summo ns

O. Advised Legal Help
P. Other Police Service
The new system will go into effect
as soon as the new radio call cards
and new Field Reporting Manual in
serts are received from the printer.
In a very small number of cases
(about 5% of the present reports),
written reports may still have to be
made. This would include, among others,
incidents in which a carbon copy of
the report has to be given to the com
plainant or when those in which another
agency, e.g., the Anti-Cruelty Society, is
involved. However, these will be just a
tiny fraction of the present total now
required.
The paper log jam has at last been
broken'

*
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D EPART MENT COMMENDAT IONS

On 8 October, Ptlmn. Chester Krok,
*8376, and Leonard LaBuda, *5858,
10th District, were assigned to investigate
a man reported missing. Together with
Youth Officer Jeremiah O'Connor, *1945,
Y. A. # 4, they located the missing man's
wife, who told an evasive story about her
husband recuperating in a hospital from
an auto accident. At the hospital, she iden
tified a patient as her husband, but the
man's brother, who had given the original
report, denied that he was his brother.
After exhaustive investigation and adept
questioning, the woman and the patient
admitted having shot and killed the miss
ing man on 7 October. The suspects were
changed with murder and indicted by the
Grand Jury.
On 9 February, walk
ing home after work,
Ptlmn. Bruce Powell,
*9162, T. A. #4,
learned that there was
a fire in a building a
few blocks away. Ask
ing his informant to call the Fire Depart
ment, he ran north until he observed
smoke and flame erupting from a two
story, four-apartment building. The officer
broke the panel in the front door and
entered the building, calling to tenants as
he ran through the building. He then led
an elderly blind man and three elderly
women from the second floor. Powell in
haled a large quantity of smoke; given
oxygen by the Fire Department, he was
removed to the hospital for further treat
ment.
On 4 February, Ptlmn.
Robert Sharkey, *6123,
Loop Traffic-Intersec
tion Control, was in
formed by a man in a
shoe store that he had
just been held up. Shar
key ran west, followed the offender into
an alley, ordered him to halt and then
placed him under arrest. The victim iden
tified the man as the one who had com
mitted the robbery. The arrested man had
been recently released from the peniten
tiary and was on parole. Suspected as
being involved in other downtown rob
beries, he was identified in a second rob
bery that occurred one block away.
1B
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On 18 January, Ptlmn.
Thomas McCall,
*5137, Traffic Division
-Vehicle Unit, while at
home at J 945 hrs., saw
two men acting suspi
ciously on the street,
walking west, following two women. Mc
Call followed, and saw the two men run
ning in opposite directions. Hailing a
motorist, the two pursued one man and
the officer halted him after a short chase.
He admitted that his friend had just
snatched the purse of one of the two
women they were following. McCall tele
phoned for assistance. When the compan
ion was taken into custody, the purse,
containing ten dollars, was found in the
accomplice's possession.

On 28 January, Ptlmn. Bennett Edwards,
*11037, and Abe Archibald, *5660, 11th
District, observed a fire on the second
floor of a building. Notifying the Commu
nications Center to summon the Fire De
partment, Officer Edwards forced a door
to gain entrance, severely lacerating his
right ankle. Officer Archibald ran through
the building warning all the occupants.
Then outside, he broke the fall of a man
dropping from an upper floor window sill,
injuring his back in the process. Unmind
ful of their injuries, the two officers did
not leave until all occupants were led to
safety.
On 15 February, two
men entered a tavern
and announced a hold
up, one armed with a
pistol. Ptlmn. William
R. Merrick, *6791, 12th
District, on annual fur
lough, was visiting the tavern when the
holdup occurred. He maneuvered himself
behind the unarmed member of the pair,
leaped on the offender, whirled him into
a shield position and then drew his service
revolver. He commanded the armed man
to drop his gun, which discharged as it
hit the floor. The offenders resisted arrest,
but, after a struggle, both men were taken
into custody. They have extensive crim
inal records, and at least two robberies
were cleared as the result of their appre
hension.

Lt. Joseph T. Mildice, *415, and Sgt.
David E. Coffey, *716, Vice Control Divi
sion, undertook an extensive review of
Department procedures for handling the
sale of obscene literature, recognized as
in need of improvement. Their final rec
ommendation was that the enforcement
and investigation of sales be placed in the
hands of district vice officers and beat men.
Their conclusions also involved an exten
sive training program and included the
issuance of a two-part Training Bulletin
and the drafting of Dept. Special Order
# 62-5 I. As a result, more than 100 cases
are now pending in Municipal Court as
against nine cases pending 15 months ago
before the new program was inaugurated.

On 18 November, Dets. Alexander C.
Nere, *7129, and John C. Coughlin,
*5617, D.D.A. #6-Robbery, enroute
home, observed two men driving in a
vehicle resembling a detective's car. When
they started to follow, the suspects accel
erated their speed. The detectives went off
in pursuit of the fleeing vehicle, signaling
a passing 16th District beat car to join in.
When the suspects' car struck another,
both leaped from the disabled auto and
fled on foot. The detectives captured one
man. The other was captured by an assist
ing officer. As a result of these two arrests,
more than 40 armed robberies and numer
ous auto thefts were cleared. A woman
accomplice was later arrested, as was a
man who purchased a gun taken in a
robbery.
On 17 February,
Ptlmn. Romeo McDon
ald, *2942, 7th Dis
trict, studied a crime
pattern describing the
most wanted criminal
in the 7th District, a
rapist. After observing numerous men on
his beat, which was blocks away from the
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area of the crimes, the officer saw a youth
answering the description. When, on ques
tioning him , he received unsatisfactory
answers from the youth, McDonald ar
rested him. The two victims and an at
tempt-rape victim later identified the sus
pect. In addition, two robbery victims
made positive identification that he was the
sa me man who had robbed them .
On 14 January, PtImn.
Joseph Leon, *8554,
18th District, saw a car
with no rear license
plate obstructing traffic .
When he pl aced the
driver under a rrest , he
noted that the other three occupants of
the car answered descriptions given of
persons wanted in a series of recent armed
robberies. Leon drew his revolver and
ordered the men out of the car. H e radioed
for assistance, and when aid arrived , he
sea rched the car and found a revolver.
Questioning of the men resulted in admis
sions of eleven robberies.
On 27 January, Pllmn.
Howard McBride,
*3657, Traffic Division,
observed a speeding car
go throu gh a traffic sig
nal and continue down
the street at a speed
in excess of 100 m .p.h . The officer radioed
for help and a roadblock was s~ t up and
the car intercepted. Ptlmn . McBride ar
rested the driver and occupant; and after
interrogation, the driver admitted stealing
the car. He was charged with grand theft,
reckless driving and speeding; his pas
senger was charged with criminal tres pass ,

On 31 January, while on three -wheel
beat patrol, PtImn. Donald Marek, *4827,
Traffic Area # 4, heard the broadcast of
a robbery-in-progress. When he arrived
on the scene, a witness pointed out the
car in which the two robbers were fleeing.
While pursuing the car at speeds which
endangered his life, he ca lled direc tions
and descriptions to the Communications
Center. PtImn. Michael Pontrelli, *6482,
15th District, heard the broadcast, set up
a blockade, and for ced the car to stop.
The two officers captured the driver, but
the second occupant escaped. After an
investigation , the suspect was charged with
four counts of armed robbery and was
indicted by a federal Grand Jury .

Leaving the court
house on 16 December,
Det. John Bickler,
*7585, D.D.A. # 6
Hom./Sex, heard a ra
dio message of a rap e
robbery which had been
committed a short while before. Theoriz
ing that, because of the cold weather, the
offender might have fled the scene on foot
and would paw n the stolen articles as
soon as possible, he hurried to the nearest
pawn shop in the area. There he ques
tioned the broker a nd lea rned that a man
fitting the given description had tried to
pawn a Jap anese rad io just a half hour
before. Checking several nearby pawn
shops, Bickler secured the suspect's name
and address and arrested the man shortly
after. The man was charged and indicted
by the Grand Jury .

On 13 Novem ber , Pllmn. William Mor
ton, *4999, and Ptlmn. John Jackson,
*4933, 3rd District, were assigned to a
confinement case. They arrived just in
time to assist in the delivery of an infant.
After the infant was born , they discovered
that the baby was strangling with the um
bilical cord wrapped around its neck . Offi
cer Morton immediately cut the cord and
rendered first aid. At the hospital the child
was pronounced dead, but on urging by
Officer Morton, the doctor continued to
administer artificial respiration until the
baby regained consciousness and started
to cry.

Aft er a seven-month narcotics investi
gation, Dets. Bernard Brown, *8971, An
thony DeFily, *4676, and Dan Daniels,
*9299, of V.C.D.-Narcotics, finally lo
cated th e home of the female leader of a
large na rcotics ring . Since the three-story
building was a veritable fortress , the de
tectives ut ilized ingenuity to gain entrance.
Detective D aniel s drove a special em
ployee to the location, where he traded
a marked television set for several pack
ages of heroin, as the supplier herself had
demanded. Under a prearranged plan , a
ladder provided by the Fire Department
was used to gain swift entry for the de
tectives into the supplier's apartment.
There they arrested the suspect and thir
teen other persons. A search of the apart
ment disclosed thirty heroin-filled bags of
va rious sizes.

Last Janu ary , while investigating a se
ries of burglaries, Dets. Kenneth Curin,
*9293, and Howard Rothgery, *3901,
of D.D.A. # 5-Burglary, picked up a de
sc ription of a man who had murdered
a jeweler during a robbery. One of the
detectives remembered that a member of
a robbery gang, who had appeared in a
recent show-up, seemed to fit the descrip
tion . Further investigation disclosed that
he was right. The arrestee, who had an
extensive criminal record, was identified
by four witnesses as the man who killed
the owner of the jewelry store.

W ant A ds - _ _ _ _ _ __
On 23 December, Dets. Ray Del Pilar,
*9306, and James Hannigan, *11497,
D. D. A. # 6-Burglary, investigated a
robbery which had just occurred at a
supermarket. After pa instaking investiga
tion , they located a man in Ca lifornia a nd
had him arrested . He was later identified
by a supermarket employee . He implicated
an accomplice who had since died of pneu
monia and a possible overdose of narcotics.
The deceased robber's photo was also iden
tified by the supermarket employee. Both
offenders were ex-convicts, having exten
sive histories of burglary, forgery and
robbery.

This "want ad" column is offered as a
free service to Department members only,
designed for those who wish to buy or
sell personal property. Ads may not be
used to further business enterprises of any
kind . The contributor accepts full respon
sibility for all statements in the ad.
Please follow the steps outlined in De
partment Notice 63-6 when submitting
your ad .
PUPS FOR SALE: Toy po odle pups, white, males and
females . Born March 26, 1964 . A. K .C .. shot s. clipped
claws, tails trimmed . Champion blood line. Rai sed by
veterinarian assist ant. Call KI 5·63 71.
HOUSE FOR SALE: 7 · room Georgian bri ck. Three bed ·
rooms , natural fireplace , many extra s. Low twenties .
10938 S. Ridgeway. Call BE 8·9217.
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Pisto Team
The Department Pistol Team, com
posed of Sgt. Roy Swanson (6th Dis
trict), Sgt. Anthony Mendrella (16th
District), Ptlmn . John Oleszczuk (Police
Training Division), Det. Frank O'Con
nor
(D.D .A. # 4-Robbery), Ptlmn.
Joseph Celovsky (Crime Laboratory)
and Sgt. Phil Davis (15th District), rep
resented the Department at the 5th An
nual Illinois State Police Invitational
Pistol Matches in Springfield, Illinois .
In all, they won 22 individual and team
awards.
10 d DODm Identification Card:
Pictured is the new ID card that all
members will soon receive. To date,
1,850 donations have been received and

Volleyball Team
The Chicago Police Department en
tered two teams in the Women's Indus
trial Volleyball tournament of the Grant
Park Recreation Association. Team # 1
took first place over ten other major
businesses and industries. The first place
team is pictured below : (front row, l.
to r.) Ada Evans, Recording and
Transcribing; Captain Mary Love, R. &
C.; Marge Mulvey, R. & c.; (back row,
I. to r.) Jean Jefferson, Personnel; Joan
Kammholz, R. & c.; Barbara Mc
Namara and Carol Schwartz, both from
Personnel. Also on the team were
Sharon Kucik, R . & c.; Debbie An
donaegui, R. & C.; Dorrise Moore, R. &
c.; Cleo Toombs, R. & C. l!nd Kathryn
Farr, R . & c. We are not mentioning
where the second police team landed.

Chicago Police Department

HI.OOD DONfUl PI.,\N
DONOR'S IDENTIFICATION

Name

Sgt. C. G. Erickson

Address 0000
T y pe

S. Jeffery Ave.

A +

Ellective Da,e 20 May 62

892 pints of blood have been released
to police personnel and members of
their families. This points up the great
need for this type of protection.
Softball League
Although we are well into the second
round of play, first round sectional win
ners were: 18th District (Central Sec
tion), 6th District (South Section), 11 th
District (West Section) and a tie be
tween 13th and 14th Districts (North
Section).
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