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Neighborhood Relations Sergeant Irving Greenspon and Com
mander Aurelio GarCia, 13th District, field questions at community
workshop.

Revival of a bygone era
alive in Wood Street area
Walk in the Wicker Park area of the
13th District (Wood Street) and you'll
think you returned to a bygone era.
Here on Pierce , Hoyne, and other
streets is a spectacular collection of vic
torian mansions with stained glass
windows , and gingerbread trim, some
with towers and attic ballrooms, are set
back on wide lots surrounded by antique
wrought iron fencing.
The only things that are missing are
the old street gaslight fixtures and the
horse and carriages of that day.
On Hoyne Street, a World War I can
non stands guard in front of one old
mansion; another formerly owned by
the Goldblatt family is also located

SPOTLIGHT
ON 13TH
DISTRICT
here.
In recent years, however, the area has
undergone-as many other old parts of
Chicago-a revival. Young couples, dis
covering the architectural splender of
the area and intrigued by the low prices
of the deteriorating mansions
purchased and started renovating
them. Today, the area has many profes
sionals including doctors, architects,

COVER
Officers Carmen Consolino (left) and Louis Martin, patrol
Humboldt Park on three-wheelers in 13th District.
Photos by Roman Zabicki, Graphic Arts
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Surrounding 13th District desk are Officers Russell Harper (from left) a citizen,
Officers Antonio Diaz, David Cygan, Sgt. Chester Tyska, and Officer Ervin
Frohnauer.

designers, college professors, writers
and others, living here.
In addition to the mansions, the 13th
District has many brick two and three
flats, gray-stone six flats, and small
working class bungalows built in the
World War I period.
The district, once inhabited by large
groups of various European immi
grants, today is predominantly Latino
although it still retains its ethnic vil
lages of Polish, Ukranian, and Italian
families . In addition , many black fami
lies have moved into the area in recent
years.

Officer James Blomstrand makes
stop near famous Ukranian Church.

The district boundaries and the sta
tion house, like Chicago's populus has
shifted around during the years. The
original station house, in existence be
fore 1883, was situated on West Chicago
Avenue and was replaced in 1916 by a
new structure at 731 North Racine . The
Racine Avenue Station served the
police for over 40 years. It was finally
torn down to make way for the Kennedy
Expressway and temporary quarters in
a converted shoe factory at 691 N . San
gamon was used until a new building
was erected.
The present station, then designated
as the 29th District, was constructed at
its present address-937 N. Wood
Street and officially opened on Septem
ber 15, 1960 .
Nine months later, the 29th District
was consolidated with the 30th District
(the old North Avenue Station) during
the reorganization of the Department,
and redesignated as the 13th District.
When the consolidation took place, the
13th District received a section just
west of Humboldt Park from the 15th
District and inherited several beats on
the north from the 14th District. Its
generic name was then changed from
West Chicago to Wood Street to avoid
confusion inasmuch as both the 15th
and 18th Distri cts are located on
Chicago Avenue .
Today, the boundaries of the 13th

Officer Russell Harper walks beat
with Batcolumn metal sculpture in
background.
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Distri ct consist of Madison Street on the
south; North Avenue on the North; and
the River on the East, the West the
boundary runs along Kedzie from North
Avenue to Chicago Avenue , then on
Sacramento, from Chicago Avenue to
Madison Street.
The use of narcotics and dangerous
drugs
(barbiturates
and
am
phetamines) among youth pose the
biggest problem for the district accord
ing to Aurelio Garcia, Commander of
the 13th District for the past four years.
Crime-wise, the 13th District ended
1977 with a 6.4 per cent decrease, as
compared to a 16.6 per cent decrease the
previous year of1976 . Burglaries, thefts
and auto thefts has caused the crime
decrease to lag, Commander Garcia
said. The "chop shop" operations which
have sprung up around the city are
causing cars to be stolen more fre
quently, he added .
The 13th District is 16th in size, being
5.9 square miles and ranks 13th in
population with 140,135 residents.
The District contains four hospitals,
40 private, public and parochial schools,
including the new, modern Roberto
Clemente High School; 10 parks, the
largest being Humboldt Park which
contains a beach.
In addition to working and cooperat
ing with the more than 85 neighborhood
organizations in the area on various
community projects, the 13th District
coordinates one ofthe largest youth rec
reational programs in the city , Com
mander Garcia said:
"Our Neighborhood Relations Unit
works with 1,000 to 1,500 kids on
softball teams in the summer and hand
les basketball and hockey teams during

Watch Commander Captain James Moss conducts weapon inspection.

Ready to stash their winter gear are Officers Robert Gal
legos (left). Michell Zerwin and Robert Evans.

Neighborhood Relations aide Gerald
Sanchez, Officer John Cummings
and Lieutenant Joe Mayo check
communications.
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Wagonmen Officers Amando Mercado
and Clarence Lewis.

Officer William Koronkie wicz and
Sergeant Chester Tyska.
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Checking in at desk are Officers Julio Lucotti (left), Fred
Kukielka and Carmen Piersanti.

Officer James Kehoe and homeowner Carol Sommers dis
cuss her 100 year old house, and World War I cannon.

the fall and winter months."
The district's business community is
vitally interested in the softball leagues
and sponsor the various teams. Once a
year they host a banquet and present
awards to the winners.
"We go into the individual schools
throughout the district and talk to the
kids, sign them up and layout the
schedules," said Neighborhood Rela
tions Sergeant Irving Greenspon.
A few years back, Greenspon , noting
that most summer programs were
youth-oriented, created a program for
the district's senior citizens in which
various activities would be planned for
them on a regular basis during July and
August.
The program has been very successful
with the Neighborhood Relations Unit
taking elderly citizens on picnics, to the
zoos, museums and even on a tour of a
cookie factory. "We can only take 60

persons on the bus at one time and
sometimes they fight over who's going
to go because they all enjoy going out:'
Greenspon said. "Many of these oldsters
would never venture away from their
blocks if it weren't for the field trips."
Recognizing the vulnerability of older
people, Greenspon and officers fre
quently drop into buildings occupied by
senior 6tizens to remind them not to
admit strangers into their homes or
leave their apartment doors open when
going to the laundry room or to dump
the garbage.
Although the 13th District is still not
part of the funded Beat Representative
Program, it does have a voluntary pro
gram and is currently involved in
familiarizing the beat officers with the
district's beat reps and block captains so
that they can gain a rapport and work
together to resolve community prob
lems and to reduce crime.

Sergeant Jose Urteaga and Officer
Eugene Seyfert check on mail.

Storeowner
talks
to
Officers
Marienne Perry and Bert Smith

II

Officer Harry Strong

Neighborhood Relat ions Sergea nt
Irving Greenspon and Officer Mario
Irizarry.
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One of best crime fighting tools
Thirty-year old Ralph Malone, noting
a radio computer terminal in a 6th Dis
trict beat car recently, asked Police Of
ficer Douglas Crowe and Michael
Weaver its purpose. When the officers
told Malone they could type a suspect's
name, age and last known address into
the computer and get information on
the suspect's background, he asked for a
demonstra tion.
Well ... you know that old story
about curiosity and the cat.
Twelve SECONDS later, he was
under arrest and on his way to a lockup.
When the officers fed the information
into the terminal, the computer re
sponded Malone was wanted on an out
standing warrant.
Malone claimed the warrant was a
very old one from his youth when he was
arrested in Mississippi for trespassing.
The computer had a difference of opin
ion. Its information showed Malone was
convicted of burglary in 1974 and was
being sought for violation of parole.
Crowe and Weaver operate one of the
Department's new Special Mobile Au
tomated Remote Terminal vehicles,
more commonly known as the SMART
car.
Fifty-four of the mobile terminal
equipped squad cars went into opera
tion citywide in all districts in July of
1977.
Crowe and his partners have re
covered over 30 stolen cars in the past
six months wi th the use of the new
mobile terminals , including several
out-of-town "steals" from California,
New York, Milwaukee and Missouri.
The two officers recently rela ted some
of their experiences with the SMART
car. One day they were assigned to in
vestigate a "theft of services" case. A
motorist had gone into a station , filled
up the car's gas tank and then fled with
out paying. Given the license number of
the car, the officers ran a check and
found the car had been stolen. Search
ing the surrounding area they located
the vehicle parked outside a disco. They
waited until the driver returned to the
6

vehicle, then arrested him.
Another day, Crowe was working
with another officer, Jim August. The
two officers had just made a bus stop
check when they observed a brand new
Corvette traveling down the street.
"The car was absolutely filthy ;' Crowe
recalled. " We both felt it just didn't look
right-anyone who owned that type of
car wouldn't drive it in that condition."
A quick check, via the Mobile
Terminal-the two recovered a stolen
car. "The auto had been stolen by a 14
year-old who had found the keys in the
auto's ashtray and drove it right out of
the showroom-bold as brass .. ." said
Crowe.
The next day, Crowe and his partner
were patrolling in the same area where
they had recovered the Corvette, when
they observed two autos-a Chevrolet
and a Buick, drag racing. As they gave
chase, one ofthe officers ran a computer
check. The response was quick . Both
vehicles were "hot." They managed to
corner the Chevrolet and apprehend the
driver. Although the driver of the Buick
eluded them they managed to obtain in
formation which led to the arrest of the
driver and the recovery of the stolen car.
"Both vehicles had also been stolen from
auto dealers" Crowe said.
Crowe and Weaver have also re
covered several motorcycles. "I don't
knowa cycle from another, but Weaver
does," Crowe said. One day we stopped a
man on a Harley Davidson. Asked for
his registration, he produced one for a
Kawasaki . He would have gotten away
with it too if it hadn't been for Weaver
who knew the difference between the
two motorcycles.
"It's a little rough sometimes because
you have to tail some cars discreetly
while checking them out-however, it's
a challenge and the response is so fast
that it's well worth it," Crowe said.
Two other enterprising officers used
the Mobile Terminal to make arrests of
two well-known criminals who were
wanted on outstanding warrants. Sec
ond District Tactical Officers Robert

Wyrick and Howard Medici received the
information that several well-known
criminals were meeting in a local motel.
Suspicious that the pair might be plan
ning a crime, they went to the motel
parking lot, situated their car in a dimly
lighted area.
They then recorded the license num
bers of all vehicles in the parking lot
and checked each vehicle for "steals"
and registration. When the vehicles
turned out "cold ," they checked the
owners listed on the registration for
warrants and wanted . By the time the
meeting ended-some 30 minutes later,
the officers had learned that the two
drivers were wanted on outstanding
warrants . When the suspects got in
their cars, the officers stopped and ques
tioned them. After identifying them as
the registered owners of the vehicles,
the suspects were placed under arrest.
With such occurrences commonplace,
since the implementation of the Mobile
Terminal vehicles, it is easy to under
stand why acceptance of the new system
by field officers has been instantaneous
and enthusiastic.
Some officers feel the SMART car is
one of the best crime fighting tools
available to field officers.
In the past, officers frequently were
frustrated in their efforts to make
checks for wants , warrants and steals
making street stops in the traditional
way, via the Communications dis
patcher, particularly when air traffic
was limited during peak hours of activ
ity .
The new system eliminates the neces
sity and time involved in transmitting
the inquiry to the radio dispatcher who
obtains the information from computer
banks and then transmits the data back
to the field. Normally, this method may
take anywhere from ten minutes to an
hour (sometimes longer) to obtain data.
By using the Mobile Terminal and
going directly into the computer banks,
a field officer can obtain an inquiry re
sponse in as little as eight to 12 seconds.
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Officers Douglas Crowe and Michael
Weaver operate one of Department's
Special Mobile Automated Remote
Terminal vehicles, or SMART car.

Also all SMART cars can communi
cate with each other, as well as with the
computer crime data banks . Other in
formation can be transmitted between
field units and dispatchers without in
terception by anyone who may be
monitoring traditional police channels.
With the proliferation of channel
scanners and transistorized receivers
used by the public, few traditional voice
communications are secure from inter
ception. With this new system , the in
quiry or message being transmitted in a
much higher frequency range , the pos
sibility of interception is greatly re
duced, inasmuch as equipment capable
of intercepting and decoding the digital
messages is extremely expensive.
When our Communications Syste m
was modernized in 1961, it consisted of
nin e radio zones. Deemed the most
modern and streamlined Communcia
tions Systems in the country, with its
network of radios, telephones and com
puter links, it gave the radio dispatch
ers simultaneous contact with field offi
cers and complainants for the first time
in Chicago police history .
As the number of incoming calls for
police service increased each year from
two million in 1961 to over four million
in 1973 , a saturation point was finally
reached . Delays in answering calls from
the public resulted. To alleviate the
workload , the Department obtained ad

ditional frequencies and the number of
radio zones were increased from nine to
11 in 1974. Two years later, in anticipa
tion of an increase in calls with the im
plementation of the new police
emergency number 911 , two more fre
quencies were added , bringing the total
to 13.
Realizing that voice channels did not
provide the most effective method to
make compu ter checks for warrants and
stolen property , an extensive study to
determ ine al terna te methods were
undertaken . Results of the study
showed that it was possible to install a
system by-passing the radio dispatcher.
The Department then worked with a
radio supplier and computer vendor to
develop a mobil e computer system
which could be installed in beat cars.
In using the mobile computer termi-

nals, inquiry from the field is transmit
ted from the beat car and relayed , by
means ofa small compu ter which acts as
a message switch, to the local data base .
The base, in turn, routes the inquiry to
the state and or to national data banks.
The information is then relayed from
the computer data centers back to the
mobile vehicle inquiry terminal.
Although we started out with 54
mobile terminals last year, today there
are 76 SMART cars operating in 14 dis
tricts . By late April, the Department
will have a total of 156 SMART cars,
including tactical cars and specialized
units such as Auto Theft, in operation.
Each district will have one mobile ter
minal beat car assigned to each sector,
plus another for use of its tactical units.
Police officers are given eight hours of
training on the operation of the system,
prior to assignment to one of the
SMART cars. This includes four hours
of background operation as to the
capabilities and operation of the system
and four hours of actual training using
"live terminals" so that each officer can
become familiar with the equipment
and learn how to use it properly.
Last summer the Department ran a
test run of the mobile computer system
over a 24-hour period---{)n a Saturday
selected at random. The 54 terminal
equipped vehicles made 2,106 checks of
persons and vehicles. The remaining
1,074 vehicles (citywide) made a total of
1,055 checks of persons and vehicles . To
match the average ach.ieve d by the
SMART cars, the non-terminal vehicles
would have had to make 41,886 in
quiries in the first 24-hour period-a
feat beyond the capability of the present
voice channel radios.

IN MEMORIAM
Name

Unit

Age

P.O. John W. Bates. . . . . . . . . . . . .
130 . ..... 58
P.O. Thadeus Bos
.022 . ..... 46
P.O. Joe Johnson...
021 . .. ... 39
P.O . William Kost
.. 130
39
PO . Obie Leflore. . .. ...... .. .
004 ...... 50
P.O. Ri chard Mieszkowski
... . 013 ...... 37
Sgt . George Murney . . .
129 .. .. 50
P.O . Francis M. O'Grady Jr . . . . . . . ... . . . 057 . .
. 30
P.O. Harry Scornavache .. . . . . . . . . . .
057
.. 48
P.O. Arthur Simpson . . .
. .. . 002 ...... 48
P.O. Edward J. Zajaczek. . ............. 004
.. 58

Years of
Service

. . . 26
. . ..... 16
. .. 10
.
10
..... . . 24
. . 13
... . ... 24
.. . . . .. 10
..... .. 22
. . . .. 23
. ..... . 23

.. ..... 25
.2 8
.... ... 10
... .... 23
..... . . 31
.. 28
..
. 31
...
4
... .... 15
6
...
9

Date of
Death

March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
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Courtesy can be field strategy
As Charlie Brown, former president
of Illinois Bell Telephone Company,
once stated "Courtesy is Caught, Not
Taught."
Courtesy was the topic of discussion
at a recent meeting of the Police De
partment's exempt group by John Trut
ter, Vice-President of Illinois Bell.
Trutter, who pointed out that our or
ganizations were similar inasmuch as
we perform a service for the public, said:
"No matter what our guidelines read
like on paper, a single member of our
respective organization is more influen
tial than the entire group . One bad
experience with a telephone employee
influences the attitudes of our custom
ers in a way that all our written philos
ophy cannot undo.
"Likewise, one single bad experience
with a police officer influences the at
titudes ofour citizens in such a way that
all good work of thousands of his or her
co-workers cannot alter.
"And the opportunities for bad en
counters are plenty. After all, most citi
zens call a police officer when they are
in trouble, when they are under stress
Trutter related how the telephone
company prepared a series of plant
training videotapes to emphasize the
importance of courtesy . The tapes,
shown to the group, illustrated
examples of discourtesy treatment by
various service professionals. Tru tter
said the company achieved good re
sponse from the training program and
listed these highlights .
1. First, that courtesy is a state of
mind-an expectation in the minds
of our customers or your citizens and
a condi tion of the personali ty of our
employees who serve them .
2. Courtesy isn't a factor of heredity.
It's not a condition with which one is
born. It's a trait that can be devel
oped, generally as an outgrowth of
self respect and respect for others.
3. It's also a trait that can be forgotten
if not regularly reinforced .
4. Courtesy is the most easily taught
habit , provided it is taught by
example as well as order.
5. And only courtesy breeds courtesy.
Treating others with courtesy is the
only way we can possibly expect to be
treated courteously ourselves.
8

John Trutter

Commander Raleigh Mathis

6. Courtesy saves more time than it
takes up and conserves more energy
than it consumes.
7. It leaves us cool and clear-headed so
we can make better judgments in
terms of difficult situations.
8. Courtesy is a strategy in achieving
our purposes; it is not giving in to the
purposes of others.
9. And last, but not least, courtesy is
our only saving grace when, as it
sometimes turns out, we are wrong.
It helps us back out of a bad spot.
There are times when we must be
firm ; but I know of no occasion when we
need to be unfriendly or disrespectful. It
is possible to be firm and courteous at
the same time .
Trutter concluded:
"Furthermore, courtesy means being
responsive to the requests and needs
and points of view of the people we're
serving. But, in order to be responsive,
we need to listen and to observe. We
need to be sensitive to states of mind so
that our response is appropriate to the
si tuation rather than antagonistic."
Commander Raleigh Mathis, 3rd Dis
trict, is a firm believer in the motto
"Courtesy is Contagious" and placards
with this motto are found throughout
the Grand Crossing Station to remind
officers. In a recent memorandum dis
tributed to all the sworn and civilian
members of his District, Commander
Mathis reemphasized his philosophy.
The following are excerpts from the
memo:
"Co urtesy is not learned from a
stream of prohibitions, but by example.

"Co urtesy is not a refinement re
served for friends or acquaintances, nor
a veneer to be used for social occasions.
It should be used in dealing with the
traffic violator or curfew arrestee, the
burglary or robbery victim, the reluc
tant or hostile witness and the felony or
misdemeanor offender,just as naturally
as towards your host at dinner.
"Courtesy is a habit that is useful to
wards success in any business, espe
cially law enforcement for it provides
the ability to work efficiently and
pleasantly with other people.
"All thoroughbred people are consid
erate of the feelings of others, no matter
what the station in life of the others may
be and all supervisors have an un
doubted duty to be courteous to those
who work for them. Courtesy softens the
giving of orders and takes off the sharp
edge of power.
"Patience is an ingredient in cour
tesy. Every person has dark moments,
brought on by frustrations of their job
disappointments or plans gone wrong,
or their inability to cope with their pre
sent status in society.
"Do not be witty at the cost of others;
it is hateful to make jokes that can hurt
someone , or to laugh at a mistake he or
she makes.
"Courtesy , after all, consists of little
things. It wins friends in the collisions
and minor adjustments of our daily life.
Both democracy and law enforcement
demand a greater individual display of
courtesy and mutual tolerance by us all
as we serve the citizens of our district
and city."
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THE
BLUE
LIGHT

003: Congratulations to P.S. L. Gordon who
completed all the required studies to earn the
Basic Professional Certificate of Achievement
. P.O. Shelton is returning to the Department
after a short absence . Welcome back. . After
long periods of service for the Department, P.O.
M. Gillum and A. Smith have retired. As you leave,
our best wi shes and gratitude go with you. We
pray for your continued success in future years
.. Speaking of retirees, John Naughton came in
to visit district personnel the other day. It was
great see ing him again ... Farewell to P.O .'s B.
McErlean and E. Swain. They were transferred to
other units and leave behind many good friends
... Flash l Statistics for the 3rd District's 1977
Honorable Mention list are in. After leading the
district in 1975 and 1976 Billy Locke was dis
placed by P.O. Edward Mayas recipient of the
most" H. M.'s" (Billy must be getting old). I n all,
250 office rs of the 3rd District shared the credi t
for receivi ng 749 "H. M .'s." Officers of all ranks
were included on the I is!. Congratulation s to all
of you for your efforts and dedica ti on. There is
not enough room to mention everyone in this
article, but those with 10 or more to their crecit
include: M. Szymonik (10); C. Williams (11); D.
Hammond (12); M. Conroy, R. Dwyer, B. Locke and
F. Vlahovich (13) ; R. Pina and V. Roden (14) ; E.
Tomasik and E. Watki ns (16); S. Lacy (17); J. Fine
(20) ; and E. May (33) .
P.O . Robert Brown
004: Best wishes and get well soon to E. (Zig Zag)
Zajaczek and G. (Godfather) Kornacki who were
recen tly hospitalized ... Congrats to Mr . and
Mrs. R. Marrella on the birth of little Rusty and to
V. Faedtke on the birth of granddaughter Elke
... Good luck and best wishes to T. Lebeter who
has gone to 006 while Divine providence has
taken Packy Dowling to 002 ... Summer Jones
tells us that R. (Short Arms) Johnson has high
pockets sewn on his pants so he can get to his
change before his wife does ... L. ("I'm only
28") McNamara was recently seen pacing back
and forth in front of the Grecian Formula 16.
Joey DeLapaz is now working at Rich's Den, a
loca l clip joint. Shave anyone? ... John Eager
was captured by drunken gypsies who arose to
find that he wasn't a real rooster ... D. Leipert is
happy to get back to east side girls after his
recent furlough in the Bahamas ... A. Di
Domenico, after a period with M. Callahan, says
" Now I know why they ca ll him Bozo". . An
inhalator was contemplated for A. Jackson's
change party when R. Marek lost with three kings
in five card stud to J. Gonzales's straight. . E.
Grant finally got rid of A. W. Jackson and P.S.T.
Schmidt . . .
P.O.'s Wm. Byrne and M. Callahan
005 : Best wishes are extended to Lt. Jim

nl GOT THE MONEY, TURN ON THE TV AN D SEE HOW
WE 'RE SU PPOSED TO MAKE OUR GET-AWAY."
Creighton on his retirement . We thank you for
your many years of ded icated servi ce and may
your future years be happy years ... Congrats to
our Sgt. Breitzke with his new and upcom ing
movie role, titled " The Good, the Bad, and the
Sgt . Breitzke." The "Sarge" cont ributes his new
found success to the purchasing of a new spring
wardrobe purchased from down Mex ico way ...
P.Oo's Bob McMann and Ron Crawford had in
formed us that P.O. Harold Smith had ALMOST
smiled when he received his income tax return,
clothing allowance and pay check at the same
time.
Misfortune was the fate of P.O. Jim
Lonergan when he applied for a license for his
pet rock at City Hall. Jim became somewhat
confused due to the crowd of people and wound
up in the wrong line. Jim is now the only guy
married to a Toyota ... P.O. Bob Valleyfield has
been quite busy lately in his efforts to save souls
and making several contribu tions to var ious
st raight flushed social groups . "Keep the faith,"
Bob .. . The 005th district's annual easter egg
and jelly bean hunt resulted in a fou r way tie.
After announ cing the event the winners con
ducted the search, utilizing their unique inves
tigative powers. The winners were: P.O o' s Dan
Mcinerney, C. K. Williams, John Taylor and Don
Crivokapich. Lockup keeper John Robertson
would have won the contest , but he was disqual
ified , due to the fa ct that John concealed extra
jelly beans in his overshoes ... Welcome back
Sector Commander Sergeant John Mitchell. The
good Sergeant recentl y vacati oned with h is fam
ily by taking a Ca ribbean Cruise. Aft er fishing for
the great white sharks and observing various
specime ns of the sea the Sarge became fearful
after having first hand knowledge of their pow
ers . Our fearless sector sergeant was observed in
a loca l supermarket with rod and reel in hand
fishing for , "Charlie the Tuna" in the ca n of
course ... The winter ski season was enjoyed by
many members of 00 5, as reported by P.O.
Harry "Red Baron" Carroll. Harry was last seen
heading for Lake Michigan with his ski gear in
hand , looki ng for a rope and a motorboat.
The 005th Tactical unit is keeping their fingers
crossed for P.O. Dan Gainer. Dan had finally re
ceived his ti cket for "Bozo's Circus." After wait
ing 17 years and co llecting numerous coff ee
cans from various loca tions, Dan along with his
ping-pong ball is coming ever so c lose to achiev
ing his life long ambition . That being to be the
oldest and biggest kid to win "bucket nu mber
six." .
P.O. John Bell

006: Henry Boucher, while vacationing in
Mexico, was beseiged by autograph seekers.

They thought he was "Pa Kettle." We won 't say
who they thought was "Ma"
Speaking of
Ma's, Karen Meehan is going to be one again.
"So what's new?" She celebrated by breaking
her ankle . (Get well, Karen)
News Flash
from the Halls of Justi ce: Chickenbone Novak is
working himself back . .. Late show buff Pat
Danaher swears the Count of Monte Cristo was
played by Lt. Burns .. . Desk guy Stan kus gave
limping lessons to Chester and Long John Silver
Marty King, that eligible bachelor about
town, tried a computer dating service and got
fixed up with a "policeperson" from the Patrol
Division. They spent their first date at the range.
(It's true) ... Many many thanks to tactical unit
members for coming up with the cash for five
wheelchairs for the Gresham old folks home ..
After 82 inches of snow this past seaso n, El
dorado Rougeau says he wou Id like to go up in the
mountains this su mmer and do some sledding
.. Jack Russell and his Saloon Five are off on
their annual c ulture trip to Ireland to study the
terrain, view the mountains, co llect fine pieces
of Waterford crystal , visit chape ls, see plays,
and (if time allows) have one bottle of stout and
return to Chi cago ... The Training Aca demy's
C. P. R. school was a great success for 006. Eight
guys bought engagement rings .. . Our favorite
youth, Guy Ramon Fassone, back from his scuba
diving trip in Tahiti was bragging about how
"A Prediction l " The
good the diving was
23 rd District wi II have traffi c control for the
World Series th is year . ..
P.O. Robert Angone
007: Hi, my darlings ... Dpt. Cmd. to Scott
Hubbs. Honorables: M. Anderson, J. Lynch, Im
posino, Owens, Velez, Reilly, H. Brown, Berg, Ber
natek, J. Smith, Sias, Phillips, Cushing, Bunch,
Roman, Cervenka, Stokes, DeGregorio, Eppolito,
C. Lee, Wronski, Foley, Cummings, Alexander, F.
Paluch, Wojtecki, P. Miller, O'Brien, Kirk, Jami
son, Walls, Arnold, Meier, E. Beale, Jedlowski,
Pustay, Rodriguez, Barajas, and R. White. And a
"tip of the Super Seven cap" to Paul Bernatek
(seven yrs., 72 Honorables, three Dept. Cmds.)
.. Get well wishes to C. Payne, C. Dickerson,
and Lt . Lindsay ... Deepest sym pathy to P.Oo's
Alexander, Paschal, and Sgt. Clisham on their
recent loss ... Best wishes newlyweds Mary Ann
and Sgt. Mundell. Also Lt. Sieloff's son , Clifford,
and Lourdes. . Happy 30 yrs. Mary and Leroy
Newman and 12 yrs. Margaret and Anthony Mas
colino . . Super Seven Stork dropped off Joce
lyn Anee Davie and Raquel Elaine Walsh ... Con
grats to John Crenshaw on receiving the Martin L.
King, Jr. Award ... John Burke stopped at Super
Seven, visited, and said " hello" to all especially
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Michael Flaherty. Wonder if you have checked to
see if John is coming back? .. . Happy 73 to
Robert (Review) Flynn's mom, Cornelia Dowdell.
Many more, my darling' ... Once again James
Thomas prepares for one of his kid's gradua
tions. This time its Abriel (grammar) and
Siobhan (Longwood). Congrats
Congrats
also to our Scry Joseph "Count" Eppolito-eight
yrs. as one of Chicago's finest ... Another year
and another birthday to Gina and Mom Joan
(P.O. Raymond) Purpuras ... Super Seven Sa
lute to P.S. Raymond Hutton and Prob. P.O.
Thomas Lanigan for their life-saving experience
in administering CPR to a seven day old infant
who had stopped breathing. Thanks. . Too
dies and ten four ...
Rita Jeanne Pope
008: Someone told Joe Botwinski that he could
pass for Clark Gable's double if he grew a mous
tache. Well, Joe grew one, but the only drawback
is that Joe looks like Ben Turpin now .. . Who
say's that R. Solnar looks like the Penguin (of
Batman and Robin fame) when he uses his
cigarette holder ... Any resemblance between
Hank Wiemler and a bulldog is purely coinciden
tal ... Is it true that Myron Trunk wore a bow tie
the other day and was mistaken for Fahey Flynn7
Congratulations to "Murph" Grzeskiewicz
and his new bride. It seems that they wanted to
get away from everyone so they traveled 3000
miles to sunny Aruba. After checking into the
local hotel they went to the beach only to find
one of the island residents "Phil Miritello" seil
ing trinkets to tourists . .. Our flamboyant re
view man Steve Spratt just won the Best Dressed
Award. Steve attended a surprise party for
Commander William Woods the other week and
showed up in suit, tie and wing tip shoes. Steve
was as proud as a peacock. There was only one
drawback, it was an informal party. Burley Ginkel
said he's been doing things backwards since
he's known him ... The Fickel Finger of Fate
Award this month goes to Tom Gaynor. Anyone
who spends two hours making out a lost and
found case report, plus accusing everyone of
wrong doing , only to find the lost article in the
squad car, deserves the award. Tom Hayes says
he has to dress him every morning before they go
on duty ... Any person wishing information on
the Red Cross Blood Donors Plan, please con
tact the new 8th District representative R. Lab
riola ... Leo Clark will represent 8th District
Senior Citizens in an upcoming racquetball
tournament ... Bob Nelson won the Nice Guy
Award for the month ... Dennis Maturo went
into another new business. He said he was
forced to because nobody ever comes back a
second time ... Bob Keirn narrowly missed a
perfect game in bowling. Bob got ten strikes in a
row before getting tapped in the 11 th frame. Joe
Paluch said he never knew the game went past
the beer frame ...
P.O. Leo Depcik
011: Congratulations to P.O.'s F. Tyse and J.
Shields on their recent" I do's" . .. P.O. Lloyd
Taylor is now in I.I.T. full time . . . Congrats to
M. O'Sullivan and J. Guiliano on their promotion
to Investigator. "Cappir has received his
peddlers license" ... Our deepest sympathy to
Lt. McFarlane, P.O.'s S. Tkoletz, E. Kulbida and
Sgt . R. Doherty in their recent losses ... The
11th District Basketball Team finished 4th
Place in their tournament. (Some said P.O. R.
(Coach) McGaha slipped some older boys into
the tournament) ... Sgt. Breckenridge is start
ing a teenage workshop. All 11 th District P.O. 's
10

had better get in shape for the jogging race
against the teens ... Welcome to Ceta Em
ployee J. Hines, in the Neighborhood Relations
Section.
P.O. John D. Bullard
013: Another 13th District hero! Lt. Hector Her
nandez disregarded his own safety recently and
entered a burning building rescuing eight
people, three of them children trapped in a third
floor apartment. We are proud to have him in the
13th District ... Everybody had a great time at
the First Annual 13th District Retirement Party
at the Royalty House in Berwyn, IlIino,s . We
honored Sgt.'s J. Snopek, and V. Wetterquist, and
P.O. 's R. Longdon, R. Safran, L. Markko, J. Pinter,
and J. Stasiek ... Congrats to P.O. Leonard
Rolston, 13th District Officer of the Month for
the month of January ... Congrats to Sgt. Tom
Walton who received his Masters of Science and
Industrial Relations Degree after three long
years of attending night school. . Best wishes
to P.O . V. (Coleman) Hale on her recent marriage
... Honorables: P.O.'s M. Pease, A. Fugiel, B.
Coleman, R. Suess, R. D'Andrea, R. Golnick, K.
Sullivan, F. Keller, R. Evans, C. Patten, K. Nemes,
G. Hardt, A. Cichowski, W. Martin, N.
Stasinopoulos, A. Martorano, L. Rolston, R. Cher
nik, W. Frapolly, M. Reyes, A. Martinez, and T.
Johnson ... Congrats to I nv. R. Kwiatkowski and
J. Keane on their promotion and good luck wih
their new assignments ... Sgt. Greenspon is
vacationing in Mexico and missing all of this
wonderful snow . . . Who is the Pinball Wizard of
the 13th District? .
P.O. Roger D. Terry
015: Riddle of the Month: Who was the district's
recruitment officer in 1968 7 ... Proud Papa
Awards are extended to P.O.'s John Robertson
(baby girl). Thomas O'Connor (baby boy) and John
MCintyre (baby girl) ... Good luck cheers are
extended to Robert Formeller who resigned from
the Department. Good luck in your new adven
tures ... To the green thumbs in the district:
START YOUR GARDENS'
Hurry back
cheers are extended to P.O.'s Nickel and Castel
lano .. . R & R was a sure cure to P.O.'s Donna
Raucci and Corrine Lunt who just returned from a
Caribbean cruise ... Department Commenda
tion certificates were awarded to Sgt. Robert
Warner (2). John Seego, Rodney Avery and James
Schreiner in addition to the admiration and re
spect from the district's personnel ... For the
month of March, Honorables were presented to
P.O.'s : Lawler, Rodriquez, Graffeo, Frain, Schalk,
Bendel, Brown, Michalski, Dellutri, Hurto, Seego,
Bogucki, Dennis, Lee, Wronowski, Landow, and
Magnine. Congratulations! ..
Ernestine Dowell
016: This district welcomes P.O. Vito Montana
and CETA Aides Conrad Burrage and Miller Sav
age ... Now that winter is practically gone, we
can thank Curtis Weeks for his great help in
sending outstanding men like Dan Dyan and Ray
Pracht around to help the number one custodian
in the city, Bob Weissman, keep the area clear
and free of snow. Great job, men!. . Vacation
time again' Lt. Don Munger and his lovely wife,
June, spent a week on an island off the coast of
Mexico and had a great time ... Sgt. Paul Ruud
and his family went to Florida to attend his
sister's wedding and reported the weather was
great .. . Kathy Kajari and husband Frank went
to Acapulco, the Virgin Islands and a few other
places and got a great tan ... Vi Orchowski went
to some exotic island but won't tell where .

Tom (Smiles) Flanagan took a quick trip to South
America and has the same look he had the last
time he went there. He won't even tell Capt. Joe
Mueller or Sgt . AI Apa what he REALLY does
there ... Hurry up and get well to James Fahey
and Jim Pesoli ... Pete (Pazoo) Calcagno looks
lost around "six corners" without big Jim Sylvia
... LaPlante would like to thank everyone for
remembering her birthday with roses, candy and
lunch ... Bock beer time again, so Lee Tabaka
and Bob Dalbke are taking on all newcomers. We
old timers know better' ... Rich Natter still re
members Hank Burzych's favorite snack
"boiled beer and bock eggs'" WOW! Wear your
raincoats. . Lt. Ed Scullion gave a lesson in
racquetball to Sam Rannochio, George An
drikokus and Rich Murphy. Keep those young
guys on their toes, Ed ...
P.O. Paul Petrowsky
020: Good luck to retiree Gene Gutowski. His
retirement party was one of the best given .
Everyone dined on a buffet provided by
Zanadu's. The drinks were good and the dancers
were outstanding. Winners of the disco dance
contest were Phil Kalas and fiancee Connie
(Hula-hoop winner was Connie. Limbo winners
were Mr. and Mrs. Dan Zelazo). Gene was pre
sented with a set of golf clubs by Capt. Fred
Makosh and Sal Lodolce. He was also given his
pie plate along with a memorable evening for all.
Even though I was in Acapulco at the time , I
heard from all that it was a good party. Good luck
again , Gene .. . Welcome to Joe Tenzer and
Richard Van Stebum ... Good bye Wayne
McClory, Nat Johnson and Jack Zoch. (What will
Stan Gams do without him?) Good luck to Sgt.
Billings on his recent retirement ... The crimi
nals wanted on warrants will have to be careful
now that Tom McKay is back ... Seymor Weins
tein is bragging that he'll become a grandfather
in the summer. Daughter Laura will present him
with a" Las Vegian " (as Seymor states) baby ..
Carol Utterback
021: A gala time was had by all who attended the
farewell party for retiring Sgt. A. (Shadow)
Roberts. Good-bye and good luck. May you have
the best of everyth ing ... Congrats to Sgt .' s W.
Williams and A. Thompson for being among the
honorees at the Guardian'S annual dinner.
Ditto to P.O.'s W. Groeller, R. Okon, and J. Kilmar
tin on receiving Department Commendations for
their efforts in rescuing residents of a high rise
from a recent fire.
It seems like Detention
Aide R. Singleton is going to be the " Bart
Maverick" of the district with his smooth skills
in handling consecutive royal flushes as ob
served by many who watched him in action out
in Vegas recently .. Members here were
deeply saddened by the death of P.O. W.
Franklin's mother. Our prayers are sent to the
family ... Back from a big golf outing with Bob
Hope in Florida, P.O. C. Johnson is leaving for a
match with Arnold Palmer in Atlanta . P.O. J.
Days was not able to make it because of a back
injury which will sideline him until next year ...
021 now has its own Starsky and Hutch- none
other than P.O.'s B. Fitzgerald and R. (Mr. 21)
Edwards ... H. Pointer has now become one of
the cloak and dagger men of the Tact Unit ... A
new Walter Winchell in the Review Section is
P.O. A. Stanfa ... So long until that time again
P.O. Hollis Dorrough
022: Welcome aboard to a few new folks: Mike
Carroll, Ed Czoski, and Dennis Malloy (who, inci
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dentally spells his name wrong) . .. Good-bye to
Rudy Burks and Wallace Strong .. . I want
everyone to know that this is being written while
I'm on furlough, sacrificing my time-off to get
these goodies to you ... Ken Freyer ordered me
to shave off my beard, saying that his direct
order supercedes furlough. Bob Hanley told me
to disregard K.F., it seems the smoke from his
cigars has adversely effected his brain ... Jim
Dewan had a narrow escape while handling a
traffic accident. It just goes to show you what
clean living will do for you . .. Joe Griffin went to
Las Vegas for a weekend and came home via
Piper Cub Airl ines ... No jokes about Mike
Leonard's wedding, but it was on April 1st. Con
gratulations, Lumpy. However, there are no pro
visos when it comes to our own Jerry Shannon. It
seems that Judy Shimkus doesn't know whether
to be amazed or appalled at his antics. She
actually tried to send him to Tinley Park in the
back of the wagon, and demands payment for a
pair of broken sunglasses. Partial score: garage
door-two, Bob Desmond zero . . . Jimmy O'Hara
has been running around like a little lost boy the
past few weeks ever since his partner went bye
bye. Come back Danny C. before Jimmy goes off
the deep end ... We still haven't found our
shortest officer, but Jack Ferriter won't be the
winner, and is he ever happy. Rich Lovell de
mands an official re-measurement since he in
sists Jack is the shortest ... That's about all for
now. My plane is warming up on the runway and
I must flyaway to Florida . ..
P.O. Jim Molloy
023: By the time you read this we should be well
into spring. Now you can tell all your neighbors
to take their chairs out of the street .. . Depart
ment Commendat ions went to Sgt.'s Waldhier
and Eckner, and P.O.'s Hargesheiner and McCot
ter ... I would list our Honorable Mentions but
I'm limited to space. However , numerous Hon
orables were grabbed up by the team of R. Parisi
and B. Behles ... T. McGady and W. Johnson
saved a duck fro m Montrose Harbor . The inves
tigat ion revealed that the bird was t ied up and
left to die in the frozen water (cold duck?) . Their
quack-thinking did not rate a Department
Commendation but I understand the czarnina
was good ... Welcome to Gibb Henderson, John
Sebeck, and Art (Superman) Novitt .. . Congrats
to John Putney who was promoted to investigator
.. Farewell to R. Blixt and also to E. Wehrheim
(011). I'm sure you will be missed ... Mystery!
What is in that folder that Angelo Martinez car
ries all over! ... Final thoughts: Don't allow
your life to turn into one big 19-Paul. Stay active
and healthy. Remember, policemen do it better!
. .. Oh yeah, I almost forgot. On behalf of
Commander Thomas Hanley, I would like to
thank the entire personnel of 023 for the out
standing work they have been doing .. . 10-99
P.O. Rob Sarnowski
Communications: A warm welcome to Communi
cations for William Buckner, John J. Lyons, Donald
McCoy, D. H. Myers, Jr., Robert Palenik, Eddie
Wallace and R. E. Warnke. Welcome back to Sgt.
Oliver Jones. Also welcome to all the new disp
aides-all 42 of them and the 40 new chairs
that came in ... Congratulat ions to Lawrence
Beyer, Kenneth Pierce, Norman Smith and Stanley
Zablocki all promoted to dispatcher ... Con
gratulations to Mary Lou Gutierrez, Nilda Quiles,
Carmen Rodriques, Jackie Juarez and Carmen
Nieves all promoted from messenger to disp
aides ... Welcome back after a long illness to
Raymond Melligan, John Kosminskas and Tele

type Oper. Althastine Bryand ... Get well wishes
and hurry back to William Martin and Henry
Spangelo ... Good luck to Sgt. Leon McMillan,
Ralph Turner, Fred Bridges and John Felker all
recently transferred ... Farewell, good luck,
and many long years of retirement for Sgt.
Pransky, William Vejnovic, Raymond Tracy and
Eugene Splawski ... Our deepest sympathy to
Jerome Kucharski and James Grambro for the loss
of their loved ones ... Lois Leen enjoyed a week
in Florida . .. I am sure Sgt. Crawford is happy to
see M.D. Terry Mangner back with him ... Sgt.
Amadeo Vanni sure is over loaded with work and
could probably use a good assistant, and I know
just that person . .. Capt. Hougesen popped in
to say hello after a long stay in the hospital. He
sure looks great . . .
Disp. Mitch Bruski
Data Systems: A belated welcome to our person
nel in Coding: Carolyn Bennett, James Davis, Pat
Moore, Suzanne Ornelas, Tom Schmidt, Kathy Sid
ney and Jereline Thurmond .. . A fond farewell
was given to Anthony Norburt at his 20 year re
tirement party . He was honored by his co
workers and many friends in the building. Also a
happy retirement to P.O. John Walsh of the
C.C.R., a dedicated and conscientious worker
... Our condolences to David EI on the death of
his sister-in-law .. . Congrats to Charliemae
Towbridge on receiving an Award for Outstand
ing Service from the Dept. of Human Services.
AlsoAmber Addison on receiving her Bach/Sci. in
BuS/Adm . ... Good luck to all personnel taking
exams . .. Happy birthday to Arien Andrew Hyzy
... Happy 10th wedding anniversary to Freddie
Tyson, who assures me she is a dedicated Sun
day school teacher .. . Coming Events: A foot
race between "Systems' Road Runners" Dennis
McDermott and Bill Burke, to and from the Com
puter Room. And the new" Fish Stories" of ang
Ier Richard Cervenka. He still denies having
knowledge of the "wooly worms" . . . Many
thanks to artist Wilbur Rouson for his beautiful
hand painted Chr istmas and birthday cards
given to his co-workers. Its good to know "old
Baldy" excels in something except the art of
conversation ... Wanted : One old time snow
shoveler for trainee Chas. Farina who injured his
arm while shoveling ...
Ethel Streeter
Traffic Area 1: St. Patrick's Day is past but John
Neary's hangover is still with him , and once
again the Emerald Society proved they know
how to throw a party .. . Yours truly is finally
graduating from Lewis University and I wou ld
l ike to thank my wife for typ ing my papers and
Lt. Williams for rearranging my days off at least 4
million times .. . Bill Burrell is being audited by
the I RS because he listed alcohol as a depen
dent ... Tom McKenna says it's true love-he
met a girl who owns her own bar ... D. Spielman
has an "s" on his T-shirt . .. Book of the year
had to be "Champ of the Saints" ... Lt. Woods
did a great job while Capt . Murphy was on fur
lough ... Sgt. Sherlock is Area # 1's leading
authority of $200 cars . . . It was the Depart
ment's loss when Deputy Killackey retired .. .
Sam Cutrano is back after taking some Hollywood
advice-"break a leg" . . . A. McNicholas is
down to a slim 2221bs .. .. Brady told methat S.
Paczkowski wears lifts in his shoes ... J. Patter
son is getting his motorcycle ready for the sum
mer months. What about getting an M classifi
cation? ... J. Stokes told me Leon Banks still
eats peas with a knife ... Sgt. Darcy said with
his new raise he can now start smoking six cent

cigars .. . Lt. Smith (who used to work in Area
# 1) stopped by the other day just to show us that
making lieutenant didn 't change him . He pulled
off two of the guy's name tags and unsnapped
my bullet pouch and then turned off the lights in
the office ... John Moore told Pat O'Flaherty that
he would teach him how to eat grits if Pat would
teach him how to eat a potato ... Mike Pavich
said he might retire this year. Jamicich said he
thought Mike retired 20 years ago ...
P.O. Edward Ryan
Finance Division: First I would like to thank the
following people who helped make ou r Mean
Machine Volleyball team. Thanks to the Narco
tics Unit for lending us some of your best Police
talent; Hector Castro, Mike Fera, Rick Abrue,
Paris Patton, Terry O'Connor, Geraldine Sedor and
Tom Neustrom. Also, thanks to Karen Cardilli and
Debbie Caccavale. I konw I said if we won I would
mention somthing nice about the Narc's, but
even though we didn't take 1st place we sure
came a long way and I'm proud we took 3rd
place. Next year gang! .. . Betty Kenzie, what's
this we hear your moving to the north side from
the south side? ... So Maryellen Burns, it's
Wayne Newton time again in Las Vegas and your
8th or 9th time? Are you in his act , or are you
cashing checks that we forgot about? .. . Tim
McAuliffe, I hear Art Lopez runs more miles than
you! and your bragging. Jeff Schuetzner, go easy
on Jim Connelly. He says running around City
Hall is gonna put him in shape ... Congrats to
Patti Pfeiffer on the weight loss. What's the se
cret? Our keypunchers are also going to physical
fitness classes. Be sure to tell the girls how you
do. Good luck girls ... This is the surprise,
Barb! Happy anniversary to Barbara McNamara
who now has seventeen years with the C.P.D.,
and I would like to thank her for taking the time
to help me edit my articles for the Star Mag . ..
Suzie Milazzo
Area 1 G/A: JAM BO: We lcome to G/A, Lt. John P.
O'Malley. Lt. O'Malley comes to us after seven
and one half years of service with the 1st Dis
trict. We also wish to welcome Lt. John Hensley
(HIS) from the 9th District ... Congrats are in
order for Area 1 Burglary for leading the city in
burglary arrests the past two years. Let's hear a
"job well done" for Sgt. Altiere (Burglary) who
served as acting lieutenant the past two periods
in the absence of Lt. L. Cantone . . . Baseball
season, believe it or not, will soon be upon us.
Parties interested in joining the team may con
tact one of our two managers, Inv.'s J. Srbeny
and F. Crous (both G/A) ... Lucky personnel
recently returning to work from sunny vacations
are: Lt. John O'Malley (G/A) from Florida , Civ.
Rita O'Reilly (Robbery) also from Florida, Sgt. J.
Callahan (G/A) from Arizona , and Inv . R. Hohen
stein (G/A) from Mexico . . . Our deepest sym
pathy is extended to Inv. Edward Higgins (G/A)
upon the death of his father .. . Best wishes and
farewell to former Inv. Fred (Cups) Johnson (Rob
bery) who retires after 27 years of service. The
party honoring Fred was held at the Beverly
Woods Restaurant and was well attended
Kwha heri .
Gloria de la Cerna
lAD: A grand time was enjoyed by all at Jeanette
Bouda's retirement party at the Franklin House
on South Western Avenue. Jeanette's speech
was short and sweet when she said "thank you"
in response to former Assistant Deputy Superin
tendent AI Conrad's reflections and the awarding
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of a plaque and Honorable Mention by Com·
man der James Reilley. Also attending were Capt.
Alan Michaels, Capt. John Rafter, Sgt . Elmer
Suerth, Sgt. Earl Zuelke (now Deputy Superin
tendent Samuel Nolan's aide), Sgt. Pat William
son, Sgt . Tony Cutaia (now with the Tra ining
Division), Mary Howard and Terry Maderak of the
Typing Pool , Marge Happ (Deputy Supt. Ware's
office), Donna Ducar (OPS) and her hubby Dave,
and the Advocate staff. Jeanette's hubby, Char
lie, reminisced with this reporter and said he's
happy Jeanette decided to ca ll it quits . Now
they' re off to the East Coast ... On a sadder
note, condo lences to Sgt. Howard Rothgery on
the loss of his sister ... Welcome aboa rd to
P.O. Frank Cascio (008) who has replaced the
undersigned in the Advoca t e Section. Mean
while, I'm tryin g my hand at investigating. That
means the re is an opening for a bright Star re
porter with a sense of humor. Ho, ho, hOi .. .
And , thanks for making my tenure with lAD a
memorable one . Good luck! ..
P.O. George Gottlieb
Public Vehicle Section: We begin on a tragic note
with the untimely loss of a fine pol ice officer
Francis M. O'Grady Jr. (SOG 6). Ou r deepest co n
dolences to Sgt. Francis M. O'Grady Sr. A good
fr iend to all .. . Word has it t hat Bob O'Malley is
in the process of taking a wife and new poker
partner .. . Both Bill Burwell and Joe Campbell
were the recipients of honorabl e mentions.
"Good work" ... Abe Reid is now our officia l
RTA man . You won't recog nize him in his dis
guise ... Ron Springer and Russ Ruggero are on
stand-by notice to work either the day or night
shift. " It always seems to be cha ngi ng" ...
Morris Gable has just won the Detective Harris of
the Barney Miller show look alike contest ...
Fina lly, don't bel ieve the rumor that the I ieuten
ant doesn't eat luch on the north side ...
P.O. Frank B. Bielfeldt
Radar: It's retraction time , not on the back page,
but right up in front. First, the Meyer's and
O'Malleys are not cr uising in tandem. The
Meyer's are cruising alone and the O'Malleys are
cruising with the Eddy Dee' s ... Dan Smada is
not Chester's cousin, Chester is Dan's cousin ...
Ken Gruzalski did not resolve to remember all of
Norm Angelo's friends, only some of them .
Last year's prediction about our softba ll team ,
although incorrect, will come true this year if our
trainer J. J. Jucewicz will really conduct training
sessions. That is if we find a new training facility
to compare with the old one, Sheehans Athl etic
Club. 1. J. says he plans to have the team "hit zee
bricks," whatever that means
Watson W.
Wesbrooks did not wear red, green and white
suspenders because he forgot his belt-he wore
them to hold his pants up ... Art Lindahl is not
really in charge of doing nothing, he just does
nothing when he is in cha rge of something.
Wewere able to find a near north sid er to run our
annual north sid e picnic. Well, north of 39th
St., anyway .. . Hank Brown is not larger than
your reporter, your reporter is smaller than Hank
P.O. Charley Jenkins
Criminalistics: Sym pathy is extended to Mrs.
Goldie Crown and fa mi lyon the death of Goldie's
mother, Mrs. Dora Ganzer . . . Best wishes in
their new assignments: former E. T.'s Gerald
Gulan and George Myers who are now C.I.D. In
vestigators, and John Buchanan O. P.S. I nves
tigator ... A "good samaritan" award to E.T. AI
Leisz who assisted a grateful lady with her flat
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tire on a co ld winter evening . .. Congrats to
Tech's Don Gunnel and Bernie Kwak for their
recent Honorabl e Mentions ... Mobile Unit
Tech Andy Brooks has been elect ed president of
the Ill inois Evidence Technicians Assoc iation
. M. U.T.'s Harry McGinnis and Rick Thompson
have return ed from a tri p to Las Vegas. Harry
won't say how the vacation was and Rick is tak
ing the Fi fth Am endment ... Tech Tom Walsh
received an award fro m th e Ill inois Polygraph
Society as their outgoing president .. . Get well
wishes to Sgt. Jim Nemec ... Welcome to new
lab personnel Diane Aievoli and Mike Dea ..
Tech. John Stout
Bureau of Community Services: Congratulati ons
to our Deputy Superintendent Samuel Nolan and
his wife, Agnes , on their 40t h wedding anniver
sary. Th e entire bureau wishes them many more
years of health and happiness. God love you!
... Welcome to P.O. Samuel Harris who was
transferred to the Preventive Progra ms Divisi on
from the Mounted Patrol. Their loss is really our
gain! ... Anyone ta ki ng a trip to Acapulco
should see Harry Gleason who knows all and tells
all! . . . I see buttons popping off the suit of
Johnny Spencer, Human Relations, for his
daughter Janice graduates in May from Macales
ter College in St. Paul , Minn . with a Bachelor
Degree in sociology . Johnny tells us it's an
excellent school that once had the late Senator
Hubert Humphrey as a member of its faculty.
Janice intends to further her education by work
ing for her Master's Degree at the University of
Chicago . ..
Violet Dykas

Area 5 CID: A5/ Burg. wishes to extend congratu
lations to I nv. O'Reilly and his wife on the birth of
the ir so n ... A5/ H&S was th e scene of a near
catastrophe when that fickle I nv. Smitka broke
off his engagement with Inv. Burke. As a settle
ment agreement, Inv. Smitka received a trip to
Cal ifornia and Inv. Burke got the car ... Sgt.
Serafini f inally decided to go on a diet after he
was nearly harpooned and dragged off to Lin co ln
Park Zoo as a beached whale ... A city wide
dragnet was cancelled for missing Inv. Cagney
and Shanahan around St. Patrick's Day after
they returned to the H&S uni t unharmed . . .
Inv. Weidbusch was cited for good citizenship by
the Ci ty of Chicago after he wa s nice enough to
lend hi s hat to th e ci ty so th ey could store an

additional 1,000 tons of salt .. . A5 G/A Rang
ers congratulate Inv. Piazza on the birth of his
daughter, Gina, and the previous birth of daugh
ter Carla ... Welcome to I nv's. O'Connor and
Carlson to the Ranger unit ... The G/A fishing
trip was nearly cancelled after I nv. Belluomini
got the word from his wife that he cou ldn 't go.
We know now who th e boss in that family is ...
Inv. Fontanetta
Area 4 SOG: Sure signs of spring are upon us: l.
Hollandsworth has begun his annual process of
removing his long underwear ... Kill and Landi
were actually seen sm iling in the hallway ... Lt .
Keller off on a well deserved vacation to Cancu n,
Mexico. Some guys get all the breaks ... Under
the superb leadership of the supervisors of Area
4, the men ou tshone them se lves again in '77
... G. Bulava, back from another bout with the
medical, is busy organizi ng a trip to attempt to
scale the east wall of Mt. Everest. Barton and
Eveland, a coup le of rambling guys, have already
signed up . . . Nasuta and J. (Short People) Pet
ruzzi are waging a one-car war against the syndi
cate ... Outstanding arrest of a member of the
Herrera clan for narcotics effected by Meister
and Pinwicki .. . Sgt. Thompson wants all his
f riends in 009 to know that he is alive and well.
He was last seen eating an elephant ear
sandwich that Lou clai med was pig ear ...
Mitchell, Feeney, and Kill entered a talk-a-thon
contest. Hard to pick the winner among those
three .. . Not True Department : C. Field' s wife
does not hang him upside down in the closet at
night . .. Lt . Creed, after a recent il lness, was
heard to rema rk, "I never thought I cou ld go that
long without food" . . . Well, it's almost time to
crank up the old arm and wel come the upcoming
softba ll season. The team promises to avenge
last year's dismal showing ... R. Braithwaite
pani cked the other day with the news that the
Skoa l Tobacco Compan y was about to fo ld ..
For any new visitors to Area 4-Don 't reach into
the garbage cans ... F. (Handbal l) Folinazzo
ha s an ope n chal lenge to any ra cq uetba ll
players . He'll gi ve seven points and still destroy
you in racquetball. Any cha ll engers? ... Con
grats and good luck to P.O.'s Hofer and O'Cal
laghan on their recent promotion to detective
Small and Jones back f rom th eir trai ning
period on the Cli ckity-clacks .
Sgt. Ronald Rizzo
Vice Control Division: Honorable Mentions were
awarded to Sgt. Pat McCafferty, I nv. Richard
Boyle, P.O.'s John Kozaritz and Richard Abreu
(Narc) ... Congratulations to Inv. Ed Bills and
P.O . James Shader (Prost) upon making a daring
gun pinch on the expressway ... A hearty wel
come back to Inv. AI Williams (V-Det) ... P.O .
James Lee (Narc) is back after incurring an injury
while fa lling upstairs. Understand he's on ly rid
ing elevators these days ... Our sincere condo
lences to Sgt . William Bonner (Gamb) on the
passing of his father ... Is it tru e that P.O.
Frank "Blue boy" Nardi (Prost) won 't go cam ping
unless there is an electrica l ou tl et for his hair
dryer?
. The Narcotics Section has been re
modeled in contemporary poli ce decor. One en
tire wall is papered with new forms ... Heard
that P.O. Winfred Ray (Narc) is the "sweetheart"
of the month ... Why does P.O. Jack Kozaritz
(Narc) constantly find ciga rette butts in his
mai lbox? ... P.O. Pat "Conehead" Chambers
(Gamb) is the proud owner of a new pi nk house
... Inv . Mike "Zipper" Moloney (Gamb) was last
seen at the Walton Ca rpet warehouse waiting fo r
a "rug" sa le ...
P.O. Ellen San Hamel
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DEPARTMENT COMMENDATIONS
Officer Thoma s Wil son, 2nd District,
was off duty and alighting from his au
tomobile near his home when a man,
armed with a revolver, confronted him
and demanded his money. Wilson
pushed the offender's gun hand aside
while he drew his own service revolver.
The offender fired , missing the officer ,
and fled .
Wilson announced his office and or
dered the offender to halt. Instead, the
offender turned and fired, wounding the
officer in the head. Despite his wound,
the officer returned the fire and fatally
wounded his assailant.
Wilson notified police and was taken
to a nearby hospital for treatment for
his wound.

*

=I:

Officer
Thomas Wilson

Investigator
Daniel AleSi

* * *

While on patrol, Officer John Patton,
of the 11th District, observed a burning
building in the 4200 block of West
Madison St. Patton notified the Com
munications Center and requested as-

Officer
James Darling

apprehended by officers from Area 1
Robbery.
The next day, the arrestees appeared
in court where they pled guilty and were
sentenced to three years felony proba
tion with the first 60 days to be served in
the House of Correction. Upon hearing
their sentence, two of the offenders
struck a bailiff and ran from the court
room. Brannigan and Alesi, who were
attending the court hearing, gave chase
and quickly apprehended the escaping
felons.

*

Officer Michael Cronin, of the 11th
District, was assigned to investigate a
series of burglaries which had occurred
in his district. The officer canvassed the
area and developed information on the
suspected offenders.
Later, while on patrol, Cronin ob
served two men on the 4500 block of
West Washington Boulevard who fit the
descriptions of the suspected offenders.
As he approached the suspects Cronin
observed one man to be apparently
armed . Aware that several firearms had
been taken in the burglaries , Cronin
conducted a protective search ofthe two.
One man was armed with a loaded .25
caliber handgun and had a quantity of
cocaine on his person. The suspect also
produced the identification of a man
whose physical description did not fit
that of the suspect.
Cronin placed the suspect under ar
rest. At this point, the arrestee's com
panion began to interfere with the of
ficer's attempt to take the man into cus
tody . Cronin then placed the second
man under arrest and called for assis
tance. Other police officers arrived and
assisted Cronin in transporting the ar
restees to the 11th District. Further in
formation revealed that both men were
wanted for burglary and robbery. In ad
dition , the weapon recovered by Cronin
was found to have been stolen.

Investigator
Daniel Brannigan

Officer
Officer
Patrick Flem ing
John Patton
sistance; he then entered the building to
alert the residents of the fire.
Patton began knocking on doors and
instructing the residents to leave the
building. He led about twenty people
from the second floor through the smoke
to the street. Fire Department person
nel quickly arrived to extinguish the
fire and aid in the evacuation. Officer
Patton re-entered the building and
found an elderly man and woman who
had been overcome by smoke and could
not walk. Patton carried the two to the
window where fire fighters assisted
them down a ladder.
Patton also had been overcome by the
smoke and was taken to a nearby hospi
tal for treatment.

* * *
Through an extensive investigation,
Investigators Daniel Brannigan and
Daniel Alesi, Gang Crimes South, were
able to learn the identities of four men
who had robbed a teacher in the DuSa
ble High S chool parking lot. The
woman, who was several months preg
nant, had been struck and pushed to the
ground. The investigators arrested
three of the men while the fourth was

* * *
Officers James Darlin g and Patrick
Fleming, 5th District, were in unifonn
and driving to work when they observed
an automobile driven in an erratic
manner on 115th Street near Michigan
Avenue . Noticing the car to have
Michigan license plates and recalling
that a similarly described automobile
had been reported as stolen in a Com
munications Center broadcast the day
before , Darling checked his note pad
and verified that this was indeed the
reported stolen car.
The officers cautiously followed the
wanted auto until it entered an un
crowded area . They curbed the auto
mobile and ordered the two occupants
out of the car. The occupants complied
and were placed under arrest.

* * *
Officers William Rewers and Tom
Kulekowskis , 1st District, recently re
sponded to a br:ladcast of an armed rob
bery on the 800 block of South Wabash
Avenue . The broadcast also provided a
description of the two offenders and the
automobile in which they had fled.
Rewers and Kulekowskis observed
the offenders in traffic at 100 North
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Lake Shore Drive. After a short dis
tance , the officers curbed the au
tomobile, ordered the offenders out of
the car and placed them under arrest.
The weapon used in the crime as well as
the stolen property were recovered.
Rewers and Kulekowskis noting the
arrestees fit the description of two men
wanted for a series of armed robberies,
notified the Criminal Investigation Di
vision. The arrestees were subsequently
identified by the victims of thirteen
previous armed robberies.

* * *
Investigators Harrison Best and
Clifton Blackburn, of Area 2 G.A.,
were conducting an investigation when
they were approached by two men who
told them they had just seen the man
who robbed them at gunpoint three days
before. The victims gave the inves
tigators the description of the offender
and the automobile in which he hadjust
been seen.
Best and Blackburn patrolled the
area and observed the suspect in his car
at 118 E. 71st Street. The investigators
signaled the man to stop; instead, the
offender sped away and the officers pur
sued, following the suspect onto the Dan
Ryan Expressway where the car struck
a guard rail. The suspect jumped from
his car, which was still moving and col
lided with the investigator's squad .
Blackburn, who was driving, jumped
from his squad and guided the aban
doned car to a stop. The investigators
then apprehended the escaping offender
on the slope leading from the
expressway.
The offender was taken into the 6th
District where he was identified by the
two men who had first notified the in
vestigators and also by victims of sev
eral other robberies.

*' * *
Two men, posing as Illinois state
police officers and riding in a sedan dis
guised as a state police car, recently
curbed an Illinois Tollway Commission
truck on the Lee Street exit ramp of the
Northwest Tollway. The men ordered
the driver out at gunpoint and then rob
bed the truck of its contents, approxi
mately $125,000 in coins. The offenders
loaded the money into a rented van with
the aid of two accomplices . The Tollway
Commission driver was then ordered
into the rear of his truck which was then
driven away and abandoned. State in
vestigators were assigned to the case
14

but no developments were forthcoming .
Later, Lieutenant August Locallo
and Investigator Frank. Cappitelli, Area
6 Robbery, developed information on
the crime when some of the stolen coin
boxes were found in a vacant apartment
owned by a northside man. Locallo and
Cappitelli continued their investigation
and determined the identities of other
suspects , including two Chicago police
officers.
Surveillance was maintained and
further evidence was obtained on the
suspects, with the result that the owner
of the apartment building was taken
into custody for questioning. Under in
terrogation, the suspect admitted his
guilt and named the other offenders, in
cluding the two police officers. All of
fenders were subsequently ap
prehended and charged with armed
robbery.

* * *
Officers Anthony Audino and
Leonard Cunzalo, ofthe 20th District,
developed information about a group of
offenders cashing stolen Illinois unem
ployment compensation and general as
sistance checks. In their investigation
the officers determined that one man
alone had defrauded the state of over
$100,000.
When Audino and Cunzalo learned
that the States Attorney's office was
also conducting an investigation on this
matter, they arranged a meeting with
them and a confidential informant. At
this meeting, the informant divulged
that the ring was operating on a larger
scale than suspected and as a result an
interstate investigation was initiated.
Meanwhile, in cooperation with the
State's Attorney , Audino and Cunzalo
executed search warrants on several of
the offenders' apartments which re
sulted in the arrest of twelve people.
The officers gathered evidence not only
on the check cashing scheme but also on
narcotic prescription forgery and air
line ticket reimbursement schemes
heretofore unknown . Audino and Cun
zalo also recovered a large amount of
narcotics and a stolen truck.

* * *
A man, a woman and their seven year
old daughter had been brutally mur
dered in their apartment on the 4400
block of So. Wentworth Ave. The man
had been a suspected narcotics dealer
and his death may have been drug
related . Evidence technicians had found

a trail of blood leading away from the
apartment, indicating that the mur
derer himself might have been injured.
Officers John McHugh and Joseph
Riccelli, of the 9th District, learned of
the incident at roll call and afterward
canvassed the area. The officers were
informed by a citizen that he observed a
man, he knew by the name of Walter, at
the apartment about the time that the
murders had been committed. The offi
cers located other persons who con
firmed their original information, in
cluding a witness who was reluctant to
come forward. The officers persuaded
him to cooperate and obtained a state
ment concerning his knowledge of the
murders, and naming the offender.
Officers Furmanek and Gallagher,
also of the 9th District, located the of
fender's brother and convinced him of
the need for the suspect to surrender.
The brother told the officers that he
would try to persuade him. Two days
later, in the company of his brother, the
suspect surrendered to the officers at
the 9th District, confessed to the crime
and was charged.

* * *
A Department Commendation was
conferred upon Officer Salvatore De
luca, 9th District, and Investigators
John Doty, Michael Duhig, John
Finnegan, Elmer Gerl, John Kow
alski and Jack Ruppaner, Area 3
General Assignments, for their inves
tigative expertise.
A stolen trailer and tractor had been
found abandoned on the 4900 block of
South Halsted Street. The truck had left
Schyler, Nebraska loaded with 38,000
pounds of packaged beef scheduled for
delivery to a New Jersey warehouse .
The meat was gone and the driver of the
truck could not be located.
Officer Deluca, acting on his own,
learned from informants that the cargo
had been delivered to a supermarket in
the 7200 block of South Halsted Street.
He also obtained the name of a man
believed to be involved in the theft. De
luca then notified the investigators as
signed to the case and provided them
with this information.
The investigators continued their in
vestigation and through surveillance,
criminal informants and other inves
tigative methods arrested three people,
including the missing driver. The three
admitted their part in the theft. In addi
tion, approximately 8 ,000 pounds of the
stolen meat was recovered.
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Responding to a broadcast of a distur
bance on the 100 block of North Clark
Street, outside the County Building, Of
ficer Kenneth Janulaitis, 1st District,
observed a man on a twenty foot high
scaffold. The man was holding an infant
and threatening to throw the child to
the ground.
As another officer spoke to the man,
who did not speak English well,
Janulaitis cautiously climbed the shaky
scaffold. The other officer, who diverted
the man's attention from the side where
Janulaitis was, continued to talk to the
man . As the man raised the child as if to
throw her, Janulaitis lunged and tack
led the man, causing him to fall back on
the scaffold. Janulaitis then seized the
child as other officers subdued the man.

* * *
A citizen was attacked by two men
who robbed and then stabbed him in the
neck with a 12 inch knife. The offenders
put the victim in the trunk of his au
tomobile and then drove away. Though
injured, the victim was able to open the
trunk and escape. He was found by
police officers who rushed him to a hos
pi tal.
After the victim had escaped but be
fore he had been found by the police,
Officers Michael Hughes and Stanley
Mendrala. 8th District, while on pa
trol , observed the offenders driving
without lights. The officers signaled the
driver to stop; the driver complied and
was asked for identification. The driver
gave the officers the victim's identifica
tion. The officers noted that the driver
did not fit the description on the drivers
license; moreover, when questioned, the
offender answered evasively , finally
admi tting that he was not who he
claimed to be. Hughes and Mendrala
then placed the two under arrest and
conducted a search which disclosed the
blood-stained knife used in the attack .
Hughes and Mendrala took them into
custody to the 11th District, at which
time the attack on the citizen was dis
covered . Both arrestees were charged
with attempted murder and armed rob
bery .

* * *
"Fat men are more likely to die
suddenly than the slender."
-Hippocrates 400 B.C.

Department Commendations were presented to six 7th District officers by Com
mander Fred Rice for rescuing several people from burning building on
1300 block of West 61 st Street. Present at ceremony were (from left) Officers
Will Redmond, Daniel Wyman, and Robert White. Other officers receiving
award were Kenneth Watt. Henry Ribich. and Brian Lyons. Despite heat and
smoke. officers led two women and nine children to safety. At one point. offi
cers reentered building to rescue an 88-year-old man. Lyons underwent medi
cal treatment for smoke inhalation.

Police Officer of the Month
The Police Officer of the Mon th
Award was conferred upon Officer Vin
cent Cerrentano. 6th District, for his
professional actions displayed in the
face of an extremely tense situation re
cently.
Cerrentano, in the company of other
officers, responded to a broadcast of an
"armed robbery in progress" at a res
taurant on the 400 block of East 79th
Street. Upon entering the restaurant,
the officers apprehended one offender
without incident and were informed
that another, armed with a sawed-off
shotgun, was in the rear of the store
holding serveral hostages.
The officers proceeded to the rear of
the building where Cerrentano was able
to maintain a direct line of conversation
with the offender. The man repeatedly
said he would kill the hostages and him
self. Utilizing a soft voice and calm re
laxed manner, Cerrentano was able to
convince the man to surrender his
weapon and submit to arrest.
It was later learned that the two of-

Officer Vincent Cerrentano

fenders were also wanted for a robbery
of a gas station.
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Stars shine for Department
There were National Weeks honoring
pickles to peanuts , some from the
ridiculous to the sublime back in 1960.
That's when the then United States At
torney General Robert F. Kennedy
suggested to his brother, President
John F. Kennedy, that Congress should
set aside a week for policemen.
What evolved was a "National Police
Week" which was designated for the
second week in May of each year. And
that's when the Chicago Police Depart
ment's Police Recognition Ceremony
was born.
"All Police Departments around the
country were encouraged to beat the
drums for themselves," said Lieutenant
Harry Blackburn, coordinator of past
ceremonies for Deputy Superintendent
Samuel W. Nolan , Bureau of Commu
nity Services, who has the responsibil
ity of producing the extravaganza.
Blackburn added:
"In 1960, when the Chicago Police
Department morale was at a low ebb, O.
W. Wilson wanted to do a public rela
tionsjob ... tours offacilities, and at the
same time , establish a ceremony to
honor police officers.
"The ceremony started out as a
memorial to slain officers ... but it grew
into an event honoring other policemen ,
and then we added entertainment."
The first Police Recognition Cere
mony was held in 1961. It has been held
annually, with the 17th ceremony to be
held May 24 in Arie Crown Theater in
McCormick Place .
In 1963, a medal presentation cere
mony was instituted and since then 19
Police Medals, 146 Awards of Valor, 17
Awards of Merit and 207 Blue Stars
have been presented. The Police Medal
is given to the officer (or officers) whose
accomplishments are so outstanding as
to justify additional recognition .

Many celebrities from
the entertainment world
have contributed their
time and talents to De
partment's Recognition
Ceremony. Some ofthem,
who have performe d
during the last 10 years,
are pictured on preced
ing page.
Montage by Norm Peterson, Graphic Arts

Criteria established for the Super
intendent's awards is:
AWARD OF VALOR-for an act of
outstanding bravery or heroism by
which the member has demonstrated in
great degree the characteristics of self
lessness, personal courage and devotion
to duty .
AWARD OF MERIT-granted to any
member of the Department for an out
standing accomplishment which has re
sulted in improved administration, im
proved operation, of substantial savings
in manpower or operational costs where
the member has gone far beyond the
requirements of his normal assignment
to contribute to a more effective and ef
ficient police service or for outstanding
police work which has brought great
credit to the Department in a case of
unusual public interest.
BLUE STAR AWARD-granted to
any sworn member of the Department
who has been seriously, critically, or
fatally injured while in the direct per
formance of police duty. The award is
limited to those cases resulting from at
tack by an assailant, personal combat,
or the performance of an act of valor.
The entertainment portion of the
ceremony has featured some of th e
well-known personalities of show busi
ness, who have donated their services
for the evening, along with the theater,
musicians, writers and stagehands. The
public is invited without charge. Tick
ets never are sold for the event and are
distributed through the Neighborhood
Relations Sergeants on a first come-first
served basis.
"We have been fortunate in the past
to have had an all-star roster of enter
tainers," said Blackburn. "We have had
Jimmy Durante, Della Reese, Leslie
Uggams, Bob Hope, Jerry Lewis, Buddy
Rich and his band , Danny Thomas, Don
Rickles, and of course, Frank Sinatra.
"There are no rehearsals for the show
because some of the musicians and en
tertainers appear for us between their
shows , or give up their night off from
their schedule. We always play it tight
to the stomach on timing.
"One of our biggest embarassments
came in 1967, the year the original
McCormick Place burned down and we
had use of the Opera House. Jerry Van
Dyke had agreed to appear and we had

two policemen standing by with a squad
car to get him there on time.
"The show was progressing nicely.
We also had a Mexican mariachi trio,
and a young jazz organistlgenius-6
year old Freddy Nelson Jr. III, whose
policeman father, Freddy Nelson Jr. II
(of the 7th District) also is an ac
complished musician .
"Little Freddy was slated to play four
numbers before Van Dyke was to go on .
We watched the backstage door .. .
wai ting for Van Dyke. Freddy was aked
to play an encore. Eventually, he played
nine, and for a youngster with a limited
repertoire of musical numbers, it was an
extraordinary performance . At that
point I was almost ready to cry in frust
ration . Van Dyke didn't show at the ap
pointed time and we finally had to close
the show and apologize to the audience
for Van Dyke not being able to
attend-at that time not knowing what
had happened .
"Finally, Van Dyke showed up, an
hour late, and asked 'where did
everyone go?' He apologized, explaining
that that night fans and neighbors from
his Danville (Ill.) hometown had shown
up for his performance and he put on an
extra hour. He said. 'lowe you one for
this.' It was a tragedy for us ."
Deputy Nolan, who has produced the
show for the last five years, has made
personal contact with entertainers try
ing to line them up for the show.
"Words can't describe our debt ofgrat
itude, to the many people in the theatri
cal field who have contributed their ser
vices to the show," said Blackburn.
"NBC-TV was instrumental in the early
days of the ceremony in getting enter
tainers for us. In the last five years, Irv
Kupcinet has been very helpful.
"Of course, we're policemen and not in
show business, but we've learned the
show, by tradition, must go on."
And to keep the show rolling, the
Master of Ceremonies has been Carl
Greyson and Bob Hale, with a guest ap
pearance by Wally Phillips, all well
known radio-TV personalities in the
Chicago area. They have been guided
along by a script written by Jane
Marshall Curry, who has compiled the
material in recent years. Greyson had
the longest tenure as MC, having pres
ided over the event for 12 years. Hale
has held forth for the last six years .
17
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Maureen A. Casey is one person who
probably doesn't have any trouble read
ing her doctor's handwriting. In her role
as Chief Document Examiner for the
Criminalistics Division, she can be
found examining everything from the
scribbles on a discarded matchbook
cover to the type on a multi-million dol
lar contract.
"There is a mistaken belief that our
section identifies only handwriting
specimens as evidence," said Casey .
"Just some of the other areas we handle
include the markings made by rubber
stamps, typewriters , and the me
chanical impressions of postal and
check machines.
"The document examiner must be
prepared to work with every type of sur
face imaginable-leather, cardboard,
plastic, and, recently, even a small piece
of rubber found in a car. One of the types
of paper we see often, especially in
gambling cases, is the type that dis
solves as soon as itcomes in contact with
water. Each one of these surfaces poses
its own particular problem and requires
a different solution."
Casey's skills are often put to the test
with some of the pieces of evidence in
vestigators bring into her laboratory.
"One of the more difficult cases is when
we have to identify the writing on a
severely charred piece of paper," she
said. " Once we had to decipher the

printing on a scrap of plastic paper
found inside a pumpkin buried in the
ground. We had to use a heating process
to dry out the paper before we could
even begin to work."
Casey is an acclaimed expert in her
field. She has represented the Depart
ment at several universities throughout
the country and on various television
and radio programs. She has testified in
numerous local, state, and federal court
cases.
"I have always wanted to work in a
crime laboratory:' said Casey, a 15-year
veteran with the Department. " I
worked for the FBI's lab in Washington,
D.C ., for a year but soon realized that
there wasn't much chance of advance
ment. I came back to Chicago and
applied for a job in the Department's
chemistry lab. I was assigned to the
Document Section and have been here
ever since. I couldn't have planned it
any better. I'm very happy and love my
work very much."
Casey didn't have any problem mov
ing up the ranks in the world of docu
ment examination . She has held a
number of elective offices and currently
serves as the representative of the
Questioned Document Section to the
Executive Committee of the American
Society of Forensic Sciences. She is also
a member of the American Society of
Questioned Document Examiners.
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Chief Document Examiner Maureen Casey pOints out
similarities between "known" and "questioned" handwrit
ing specimens.
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"This means a lot to me because you
don't just pay dues to become a member
of these organizations," she said. "You
must first meet the right qualifications
in education, experience, training, and
the writing of research papers for rec
ognized journals before they accept
you."
When a case goes to court you must
know it thoroughly, she said, because
when "you're up on that witness stand
testifying, there's no one in the world
who can help you. That's where your
background and experience comes
through. A document examiner's repu
tation among his peers and the court
attorneys is very important.
"Our Department's crime lab is rec
ognized as one of the best in the world .
Throughout the years, we have had the
reputation, facilities, and some of the
top criminalistics people in the world
working here."
The Document Section often handles
cases involving the alterations, obliter
ations, and dating of important docu
ments. "One little word can change the
context of the paper completely:' said
Casey. "Not only do we have to deter
mine how the evidence was altered, but
what the original material read. In
cases where the document is suspected
of being postdated, we must also find out
the general time in which the paper was
originally prepared!'
What makes working for the Docu
mentSection so interesting, says Casey,
is that no two cases are exactly alike.
"Recently, we had a case involving a
man sending threatening postcards to a
family. The man used a postal machine
and was sharp enough to cross out the
postal number identifying which ma
chine was used. It turned out that he
wasn't sharp enough, though. After a
series of extensive examinations, we fi
nally had to resort to the use of chemi
cals to remove the ink obliterating the
numbers. This is usually our last hope
because one slip and the evidence is de
stroyed.
"From the markings we were able to
eliminate all but two of the postal ma
chines in use in Chicago. Working with
this information, the investigators soon
learned offour people who had access to
the machines. After comparing hand
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Personalities
writing samples ofthe suspects with the
handwriting on the postcard, we had
our offender!
"Our job is to supply information and
assist investigators in their work. The
laboratory is really a service organiza
tion for the Department."
A document examiner must be part
detective, mechanic, and photographer.
"We develop all our negatives right here
in our own darkroom, said Casey. "The
microscope and the camera are the
examiner's two most important tools.
He must know what particular lens to
use to arrive at the best results. Should
he use ultra violet or infra red light? Or
possibly a special filter?
"The examiner must keep abreast of
all the latest developments in the world
of office supplies. Manufacturing com
panies and printing organizations are a
great help in this matter. In order to
identify the markings made by these
products, the examiner must first un
derstand how blueprints, carbon paper,
and typewriters are made. When a new
product comes into use, such as the new
typewriters that use all their characters
on one small ball, the examiner must
start his research from scratch.
"Before the examiner can take any
case to court and testify, he must first
take an apprentice course for four years
under an 'expert.' Captain David Purtell
was my teacher and he was one of the
best."
Purtell, who retired, was a former
head of the Document Section.
With the increased use of color copier
machines, counterfeiting has become a
more prevalent problem for Casey and
her section. "The new machines are
really amazing;' she says. "It's some
times difficult telling the original from
the copy. We have had an increase in the
counterfeiting of checks, concert and
sporting event tickets, and cigarette tax
stamps. We even had a case of a student
copying a hamburger chain's gift cer
tificates and giving them to his friends.
Companies are presently working on
safety devices that will help remedy the
problem."
Casey feels it is necessary that
forensic scientists across the country
keep open the lines of communication.
"Many times I have called upon some
one for advice;' she said. "And many
times someone has called me saying, 'I
have a problem and you once wrote a

WGN 'S

Friend Indeed
Award
This month's WGN "Friend Indeed"
Award recipient is Officer Joseph
Mastro, 18th District, who displayed
courage in facing an escaped lion re
cently.
While making a routine check of
the lion house in Lincoln Park Zoo,
Mastro observed a caged lion chewing
on a fire hose. Aware that the hose
should not have been in the cage , he
walked to the door of the isolation
area to investigate. The door was ajar
and as he entered he was confronted
by a 350 pound lioness three feet
away. Mastro cautiously backed out of
the door and notified the Communica
tions Center and Mark Rosenthal, the
zoo curator.

Rosenthal arrived and Mastro vol
unteered to accompany him into the
area. The officer, armed with a shot
gun in case the animals attacked, and
the cura tor searched the facili ty for
more escaped lions. Once satisfied
that the lions had returned to their
cage, they entered the isolation area
and locked the door.

paper on the subject. Can you help me
out?' When you belong to a profession,
you should contribute your knowledge
to it and the people involved.
"There are criminal cases in which
evidence may be approached from dif
ferent forensic disciplines. This hap
pened recently in the case of the man
ufacturing of bogus VIN plates for au
tomobiles . While the case fell under the
discipline of my section because of the

typeface defects by the die cut machine,
it also fell under the discipline of the
Tool Mark Section because of the im
parted striae on the plates. Sgt. Arthur
Paholke, Chief Tool Mark Examiner,
and I worked together on the case."
Assisting Casey in the Document Sec
tion are Document Examiners Thomas
Kessell and William Riordan, Crimi
nalistics Aide Ann McCann, and
Eleanor Skrzynecki, secretary.

Officer Joseph Mastro

RECENT RETIREMENTS
The following officers retired recently from the Department after years of honor
able service. They have the good wishes of their colleagues and friends on the
Department.
Name

Unit

Age

P.O. Warren C. Andersen ... • ........ . ... 147 . .. ... 54
P.O . Mike Benjamin ......... . . . . ....... 613 ... . .. 53
Sgt. Ronald Billings .................... 172 . ... .. 53
Lt. James J. Creighton ......... • ... . .... 005 .. ... . 58
P.O. Marcus Gillum ..... . ... . ... .... .... 003 ... ... 54
P.O. Eugene P. Gutowski ... .. ....... . ... 020 .. .... 54
Lt . Patrick P. Higgins .... . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. 021 .. .... 63
P.O. Emmett James .... . . . . . . . . . ....... 138 .. .. .. 57
P.O. Elmer G. Koester .. ... . . .. ..... . . '.. 011 . . ... . 58
Inv. Donald R. Kunz .. .. ..... . .. . ... . ... 182 . .. ... 59
P.O. Gerald P. Maher ... .. . . ... . .... . .. . 142 .. .... 63
P.O. James P. McGrath ...... . ...... .... 086 ...... 59
P.O. Melvin Natzke ... . .. . . ... . .. .. . .. .. 006 . . . . .. 60
P.O. John J. Needham ....... . ... .. . .... 081 .... . . 53
Sgt . Francis M. O'Grady .. . . . ... . . ....... 152 ...... 63
Sgt. John T. Reed ......... .. ........... 001 . .. ... 52
P.O. Alfred Smith ........ . ............. 003 ...... 59
P.O. Raymond J. Tracy ...... . . ... . ...... 147 ..... . 56
P.O. William F. Vejnovic .... . ... . .... . ... 147 ...... 63
P.O. John J. Walsh ..................... 147 ... ... 63
P.O. George B. Watson .... . ... . ... . . .... 130 ...... 60
P.O. Douglas W. Willett ............. . ... 002 ...... 56

Years of
Service
...... . 24
... . . .. 23
.... . . . 30
. . .. . . . 32
....... 23
. ... . .. 27
.. . . . . . 30
. .. .. .. 30
. ... . .. 24
. . . .... 23
... . .. . 34
.. .. .. . 30
..... . . 27
.. . ... . 30
... ... . 37
. . .. . . . 26
...... . 24
. .. .... 24
. ...... 26
. ..... . 28
. .... .. 31
. ...... 24

Date of
Retirement

......
... . ...

7 March
9 March
2 March
. . . .. . . 23 March
. .. . . .. 2 March
... . . . . 1 March
. . . .. .. 13 March
. . .. . .. 1 March
. . . . . .. 2 March
. ... . .. 6 March
. . . ... . 14 March
.. ..... 16 March
. ...... 28 March
....... 15 March
. . ... .. 5 March
... . . .. 7 March
. . . . . .. 1 March
. . . . . .. 1 March
....... 24 March
...... . 16 March
.. ... . . 1 March
. . ..... 16 March
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PUZZLE
Pierce Arrow
Knickerbocker
Kaiser Fraizer
Wills St. Claire
Stanley Steamer
Electric Walker
Duesenberg
Willys Knight
McFarland
Locomobile
LaFayette
Falcon Knight
Studebaker
DeSoto
Reo
Cord
Bear Cat
Marmon
Star
Whippet
Crown
Auburn
Edsel
LaSalle
Page
Jewett
Oakland
Stems Knight
Peerless
Moon
Maxwell

Hupmobile
Nash
Gardner
Elgin
Viking
Case
Flint
Vehlie
Cleveland
Ajax
Elcar
Diana
Chandler
Stutz
Jordan
Rockne
Mercer
Kissel
Rivera
White
Tucker
Overland
Chalmer
Rockne
Graham
WilIys
Franklin
Essex
Hudson
Packard

TALEGTHGI NKNOCLAFAMERCERR
EP I ERCEARROWS LUNADI OLLREO
ANORE SERVE DROC NVJ AS UAE MAA
VI KI NGYOYOREREMLAHCRRATS D
JGANDYESHSANRMHLXESSETEKS
OLNGRAOHUI KSSELREEPTAELNI
REKLAWCI RTCELEOOTOS EDAOI D
DRI NGOOATSAAELNOSYLVARVCE
A Z. T U T S RNA P P Y S 0 R T E P P I H W EKE
NNNOTNWORCANDYELLOWLOI REJ
ZGI NAS OMEAGREBNES EUDALLRE
R~LUCKYROMANSALENLNTKLABW

ERKS REKABEDUTS AREI HULYNOE
ZSNEAEI MOANSOXUOWBECASDCT
APAGETTBWGROWBAUSOMKNKI KT
ROROBSEELROLUSSTCMEEDNI EE
FRFI CAELLAS ALATTAOTRAI LRR
RTENKCORSHRAPNENLCETGGLEE
EAEGLLEWXAMEYELI BOMPUHTSO
S BS OUS NOOMAS RS ALI LALLTI EU
I CHANDLERSRBEAMFLARAELCAR
AEAVTADNALRAFCMALOYYAI LLS
KSNTHGI NKSNRETSMDNALEVELC
SEAREVI RALESSI KERFHUDSONA
ERI ALCTS S LLI WBTRAENETI HWN
ORDRWI LLYSSALEI LHEVSPORTS
Submitted by P.O. Frank T. Kalusa - Retired
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