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preface:

E herewith present to the public the third volume of the History of Chicago.
the preceding volumes, acknowledged

The publishers, in

their indebtedness to the hearty cooperation of many

leading citizens and to various societies, and they take pleasure in saying that similar favors have been
extended in the preparation of the third volume.

The mere enumeration of such obligations would not

do them justice, no matter how amply they might be detailed.
A glance at the index will make manifest the comprehensiveness of the work, and give some idea
of the amount of labor necessary in the preparation of this volume.

It is a matter of pride to the

publishers, and it is hoped to the patrons of the work also, that all the labor has been performed by
Chicago men ; from the gathering of facts, to the printing, engraving, electrotyping and binding of the
books.

It is a history of Chicago, by its people, and for its people.
At the commencement of the work, there were many who predicted a failure of the enterprise, from

a lack of public spirit in our citizens.
of this volume.

A sufficient refutation of that statement is found in the appearance

It is natural that a people who redeemed Chicago from a morass in 1836, and made it,

in some respects, the greatest city on the Continent in 1886, should desire to peruse a narration of the
causes that led to such a result.

We trust a perusal of this work will satisfy that desire.

In reviewing the events that occurred during the epoch covered by this volume, it has been the
desire of the publishers to avoid invidious criticism or unjust discrimination.

In many cases, the golden

mean was hard to preserve, not from an individual preference on the part of the writer, but from a
partisan view perceptible in the source of information.

In such instances, we have always given a plain

statement of facts, leaving the reader to make his own deductions.
As historians and compilers, we leave the public to judge of the merits of our work, but we feel
that unstinted eulogium is due to the people the recital of whose magnificent achievements reads more
like a fable than a narrative of actual accomplishment.
To the people of Chicago, unsurpassed in their loyalty in war, indefatigable in their benevolence in
peace, irrepressible in their energy and enterprise in commerce and trade, these volumes are dedicated.
THE A. T. ANDREAS COMPANY.
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809
Wilier, Louis.
87
Willett, Consider H
-- 4"6
Williams, Abram
467
Williams, Asa
800
Williams, Benezette
126, 431
Williams, Charles A...
688
Williams, Eli B
--397. 837
Williams, Elizabeth A
- 870
Williams, Erastus S
23S, 255
Williams, Frank B...
4"9. 629
Williams, George A
622
Williams, Giles
396
Williams, G. Titus
335
Williams, Helen M
256
Williams, J. C
526
Williams, Jesse 1
802
Williams, [ohn
478
Williams, John E
- 672
Williams, "j. F
- 608
Williams, J. II
785
Williams, John M
365. 371
Williams, Julia K
399
Williams, Louisa
- 491
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Williams, Martin V
93
Williams, M. K
683
Williams, Mrs. Eli B
397
Williams, Mrs. F. B
519
Williams, Mrs. S. A
- - 625
Williams, Norman A
93, 409, 597
Williams, Read A
120, 371
Williams (Read A.) & Co
365
Williams, Rev. E. F
604, 808, 809
Williams, Richard
619
Williams, Robert
583
Williams, R. P
866
Williams, S. B
804
Williams, Stella C
276
Williams, W
126
Williamson, Corinne
..- 594
Williamson, C. 0
694
Williamson, Ed. N
673
Williamson, Helen C
258
Williamson, Mannie
563
Williamson, Mrs. J
4'9
Williamson, Rev. John
789, 791, 792
Williamson, R. S
..
875
Williard, Elvira J
378
Willing, H.J
4'l. 522, 798
Willing, Rev. W. C
792. 794
Williston, Horace
393
Willoughby, Hill & Co
597
Wilmanns, A. D
--458, 615
Wilmanns & Thielcke
- 459
Wilmarth, Henrv M
96, 649, 824. 827
Wilmarth (H. M.) & Bro.
96
Wilmarth, Homer
397. 841. 875
Wilmarth. Thomas Wadsworth
96
Willmin, Joseph
-- 397
Wilmott, James
--- 449
Wilsey, Almira
497
Wilson, A. A
>34
Wilson, Benjamin M
- 875
Wilson, Catharine
96
Wilson, Charles H
358
Wilson, Charles L
252. 703, 834
Wilson, Clara F
-76
Wilson, Clara J
271
Wilson, Cleon Bruce
- 549
Wilson, Emily
55»
Wilson, George
681
Wilson, George W
126, 130
Wilson, Isaac G.
245. 396
Wilson, James
680
Wilson, James A
449, 61S
Wilson, James J
591
Wilson, James L
277
Wilson, Jere M
874
Wilson, John
80, 626
Wilson, John Lush
39<>
Wilson, J. J. S
595
Wilson, John M. 167, 171, 277. S16, 817, 836
Wilson, John P
807
Wilson, John R
7°3
Wilson, John S
362
Wilson, Lee H
672
Wilson, Mrs. Agnes Spence
397
Wilson, Mrs. E. Crane
4>9
Wilson, Mrs.- H. R
526
Wilson, Mrs. John E
4'9
Wilson, Rev. }. 1)
43"
Wilson, Richard
840
Wilson, Robert F
59'
Wilson, S. M
841, S75
Wilson, W. G
69
Wilson, W. H
627
Wilt, Mrs. Charles T
625
Winans, Eva Louise
818
Winans, Orange S
206
Winant, Emilv
650
Winch, William
648
Windett, Mrs. A. W
424
Wineman, Mark
868
Wingate, Ella
»52
Wink, Henry
617
Winn, Madalena
- 422
Winne. Archibald
622
Winsiow, Ann J
491
Winston, Frederick H., 83, 86, 103. 184,
287, 334. 335. 4<>3. 526, 856

40
Page
Winston, Frederick S
869, 875
Winston, Frederick S., Jr
103
Winston, Mrs. F. H
782
Winter, Julius
627
Winter, Sarah P
266
Winter, T
381
Winter, W. W
627
Wintermeyer, Julius C
381
Wintermeyer, William
626
Winthrop, Marion
503
Wins, Jacob C.
74°
Wins, M. E
740
Wise, Mrs. A. J.
419
Wise, Rev. Isaac M
7"
Wisner, Rev. Christian...
804
Witbeck, Henry
101
Witbeck (H.) Lumber Company
368
Witbeck, John H
81, 620, 621
Witherell, Sarah Elizabeth
373
Withrow, Thomas S.
184, 218, 526
Witkowsky, Conrad
466
Wittmeyer, Gustav
616, 725
Woelfel, Camilus
525
Wolcott, Alexander
190, 397, 624
Wolcott, G. G
366
Wolcott, Henry Huntington
396
Wolcott, Oliver
_
257
Wolcott, Roger
257
Wolf, Frederick William
68
Wolf, George J
160
Wolf, John ...
820
Wolf, Rev. George Frederick
68
Wolf, Rev. Theodore
68
Wolfarth, Max
426
Wolff, Jacobs & Co
84
Wolff, Ludwig
5°o
Wolff (I..) Manufacturing Co..
500
Wolff. MaryC
553
Wolff, William
647
Wolfsohn, Carl
633. 636
Wolseley, H. W
617
Woltersdorf, Louis
548
Wood, Adelbert C
1 1 5«6
Wood, Albert E
- - 9°
Wood, Alonzo C
90, 396, 617
Wood, Andrew
121
Wood, Andrew J
150. 151
Wood, B. F
677
Wood, Carrie Lee
599
Wood, Charles II.
221
Wood, E. Erwin
182, 222, 704, S75
Wood, George E
380
Wood, Rev. Glen
804
Wood, James
673
Wood, Rev. N. E
814
Wood, Rev. W. F
804
Wood, Silas Lee
151
Wood, T. R
97
Wood, W. H.__.
535
Woodard, Charles Sumner..
685
Woodard, Willard.
182, 415, 846, 875
Woodard, William R
227
Woodbridge, Mary A
872
Woodbridge, Rev. W. G
801
Woodbury, Mrs. Sarah Emeline Clarke. 397
Woodbury, William II
.293, 621
Woodcock, Arthur
808
Woodcock, Elizabeth M...
529
Woodcock, John I
--- 357
Woodcock, Lindsay J
79s
Woodford, O. F....
126, 800
Woodman, Charles L
101, 854
Woodman, Edwin
837
Woodman, John
94, 618, 620
Woodman, John A
622
Woodruff, Henry
695
Woodruff, H. W
575
Woodruff, Mary.
718
Woodruff, Mrs. Delia Gurley
397
Woodward, A. E
114
Woodward, A. W
535
Woodward, Belle
286
Woodward, J. L
871
Woodworth, James H.816, 817, 835, 836. 840
Woodworth, John M
816
Woodworth, Mrs. Mary J. Houghton.- 397
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Woodworth, Mrs. J. M
813
Woodworth, P. M
5*3
Woodyatt, W. H
535
Woollacott, John S
78
Wooley, G. A
867
Wooley, J. H
544
Woolsin, A. C
626
Worcester, Edwin D
219
Worcester, Rev. John Hopkins, Jr
800
Work, Ida
642
Wormer, F. F
489
Wormer, G. S
489
Wormer (G S.) & Sons
489
Wormer, H. G
489
Worrall, Rev. John M
800
Wortliington, Blanche
207
Worthington, Daniel
396
Worthington, G. H
584
Worthington. Rev. George
781
Woud, John Vant
854
Wray, Sarah Jane
-- 325
Wren, John S.
393
Wrenn, John H
-80, 272, 393
Wright, A. H
622
Wright, Abner M
- 865
Wright, Alfred
461, 4<>6
Wright, Almira
363
Wright. A. M
299, 319, 320, 787, 848
Wright, Andrew J
363
Wright, B. F.
--- 617
Wright, Charles B
618,622
Wright, Charles D
7°6
Wright, D. D
681
Wright, Emma L
376
Wright, George C
-- 296
Wright, George E
7°6
Wright, H. P
156, 864
Wright (John) & Co
875
Wright, John Murray
35°
Wright, Joseph
610, 613
Wright, Laura L
- 545
Wright, L. P
610, 855
Wright, Mrs. A. II
625
Wright, Mrs. M. A
422
Wright, N. T
320
Wright, Rev. J. E.
799
Wright, S. B
280
Wright, Sarah C
45^
Wright, Timothy
—
78
Wright, Truman G
396
Wright & Tyrrell
87
Wright, W
836
Wright, W. A
618
Wright, W. H
280
Wright, W. M
619
Wroblewski, August
775
Wroe, Thomas J
691
Wuest, S
--- 615
Wurmsur, Irene
351
Wyant, A. H
59'
Wyatt, Sir Digby
- 7°
Wyeth & Vandervoort Malting Company 575
Wygant, Alonzo
602
Wygant, Bernard
-- 600
Wygant, Julia E
588
Wylie, David
338
Wyman, C. W
290
Wyman, Walter C
388
Wyman (W. C.) & Co
388
Wynkoop, Mrs. Hannah T. Lowe
397
Xavier, Sister M
775
Vaggv, Levi W
798
Vale, Mrs. John A
- 424
Yates, Horace H
396. 4°°
Yates, Richard
833, 841, 844, 858
Ycrkes, C. T., Jr
-.-82, 84
Yoe, Mrs. Catherine A. Gurnee
397
Yoe, P. L
128, 439
Yohn, W. A.
515
Yordley, Sarah Ann
197
Yore, L
871
York, |ohn
615
Youker, J. Clayton
7'2
Youker, Rev. Alexander
792, 793, 808
Young, Addie
625
Young, Alexander McDonald
301

Page
Young, Amml B
68
Young, A. N
320
Young Bros. & Co
720
Young, Ella F
150
Young, Emma
685
Young, Florus B... 396
Young, H. N
539
Young, Mary A
370
Young, Mary Caroline
498
Young, Phcbe Jane
625
Young, Rev. W. C
804
Young, Sarah
127
Young, William J
196
Young, William S.
866, 868, 874
Young, William S., Jr
102, 279, 870
Young, W. W
677
Younggren, Ernest
. 694
Younglove, Ira S
32°
Younglove, P. Y
616
Zabka, Francis
775
Zander, E. W
449
Zasadil, Jan
186
Zavaell, Ludvik
186
Zealand, Rev. I. G
771
Zearing, H. H
422
Zernitz (John D.) Company
739
Zettlein, George
673
Zeublin, J. E
59*
Zick, Augusta E
86
Ziegfeld, Dr. Florence
616, 635, 640
Ziemsen, Paul
— 617
Zimmer, Rev. Peter
769
Zimmerman, Henry W..
837
Zipf, Sabina
736
Zuber, Magdalen
86
Autographs —
Aiken, Mark E
664
Armour, Philip D
296
Asay, F^dward G
286
Barrows, Rev. John Henry
796
Belfield, Henry" H
152
Bemis, H. V
423
Bigelow, D. F
422
Blodgett, Henry W
235
Brophy, Truman W._
543
Bryant, James M
3°7
Bundy, John C
832
Burrows, Thomas
451
Byford, William II
5*>8
Cheney, Rt. Rev. Charles Edward. 787
Clowry, P. M
556
Collins, Lorin C, Jr
239
Conway, Rev. Patrick Joseph
766
Cowles, Alfred
696
Cregier, Dewitt Clinton
617
Crombie, Charles B
385
Culver, Charles E
295
Dennis, Paul H
196
Dexter, Ransom
- 528
Donovan, Henry F
559
Dow, Asa.
310
Downey, Joseph
92
Drummond, Thomas
- 261
Dwight. John II..
3"
Earle, Charles Warrington
5 16
Ellis, Almon D
73°
Ennis, Lawrence M
284
Fairbank, Nathaniel K
299
Falk, Louis
-. 635
Fallows, Rt. Rev. Samuel
788
Farwell, William W
259
Feehan, Rt Rev. Patrick Augustine 763
Forrest, William D
-. 255
Gage, Lyman J. ..
437
Gobel, Elias F
91
Gray, Elisha
594
Gridley, N. C
288
Hager, Albert David
4' 3
Hamill, Charles D
3°9
Haverly, John II
666
Hawes, Kirk
237
Henderson, Abner W
265
Henderson, David
669
Hesing, Washington.
704
Hitchcock, Luke
710
Hobbs, J. B
315

SPECIAL INDEX.
Page
Autographs —
Biographical Mention —
Hodnett, Rev. Thomas Pope
774
Allen, Charles Billings
Allen, Charles F. M
Holdom, Jesse
265
Holmes, C. B
165
Allen, Edward R
Hooley, Richard M
665
Allen, Egbert Fillmore
Hurlbut, Vincent L
623
Allen, Frank S
Jennings, John D
-- 758
Allen, l.uman
Johnson, Lathrop
353
Alles, John F.. .
Alles (John F.) & Brother
Jones, Fernando
458
Alles, John. Jr
Jones, N. S
313
Alles, Joseph W
Jones, William
458
Kern, Charles
--- 859
Almini, Peter M
Alsip, Frank
—
Knight, Clarence A
103
Althrop Pub. and Mailing House..
Leech, Monroe S
512
Althrop, Thomas
I.orimer, Rev. George C
813
Amberg, Franc
Lydston, G. Frank
5!7
Amberg. William A
McGarigle, William J
159
McLaren, Rt. Rev. William Edward 782
Ambrosini, Peter
Ambs, Lawrence
McMullen, Rt. Rev. John
.. 778
McPherson, Rev. Simon John
798
American Machinery Company....
American Steam Boiler Works...
Mattocks, John
283
American Steam Engine Works. . .
Mattocks, Walter
448
Amick, Pleasant
Montgomery, Liston H
528
Moore, Daniel Grove
.
529
Amsden, A. G
Andersen, Sebastian
Myers, Sidney
-- 435
Nelson, Andrew..
399
Anderson, Gustavus.
Anderson, John
Nixon, William Penn
699
Oram, Joshua F
554
Anderson, Nils
Anderson, Peter W
Phelps, Erskine M
402
Pickering, ' Philander
307
Andrews (A. H.) & Co
Pratt, Edwin Hartley
536
Andrews, Alfred Hinsdale
Purington, D. V
90
Andrews, Frank
Ross, Joseph P
5°8
Andrews Lumber Company
Rubens, Harry
281
Andrews, William B
Rutter, Joseph 0
443
Angell, William A
Ryder, Rev. W. H
826
Angus & Gindele
Schofield, John McAllister
583
Angus, John
-.
-Sexton, Austin O
289
Appel, Henry
Armstrong, William
Shepard, Henry M
237
Sherman, Elijah B
236
Arnd, Charles
Shuman, Andrew
703
Arnold, J. M
Slosser, Mac
555
Arnold, M. B
Smith, Perry H., Jr
278
Artesian Well Ice Company
Spencer, D. D
-- 43°
Asay, William C
Spray, John Campbell
162
Avers, Frederick Henry
Stevenson, Sarah Hackett
519
Avery, Henry Cyrus
Storrs, Emery A
254
Avery, Thomas Morris .
Stowell, James H
-- 5!4
Avery (T. M.) & Son
Strong, William E
379
Ayer, Edward F
Ayer Lumber Company
-Swain, Edgar D
587
Babbitt, William D
Sweenev, John
- I31
Thomas, Rev. Hiram W
82S
Babcock & Park
Thompson, Mary Harris
518
Bacon, Roswell B..
Thurston, Ebenezer H
527
Badger, A. C
-Tomlins, William L
631
Badger, H. H
Tuley, Murry F
273
Bailey, Edward W
_
Tuthill, Richard S
--- 235
Baird, Frank Theodore
Tuttle, Frederick
75°
Baird, Frederick Silas
Van Pelt, John E
869
Baker, Frank
Walter, Joel Clarke
835
Baker, John M
Wanzer, James M
102
Baker, W. B._
White, Charles J
248
Baker, William
Winston, Fredericks., Jr.
103
Baker, William Taylor
Baldwin, Byron A.
Biographical Mention —
Abbott, Edwin Fletcher
276
Baldwin, Lewis Sherman
-Baldwin (L. S.) Manufacturing Co.
Abbott, James
712
Acker, Frederick E
442
Ball, FarlinQuigley
Ackerman, John W
69
Ballard, Addison
Adair, lohn Dunlap ..
263
Ballard, Henry C.
Adams/Abbott 1
372
Ballaseyus, Francis Albert
Adams, Carrie Gwynne
- 151
Ballenberg, Jules
Adams, Hastings & Co
372
Bane, Oscar F
Adams, James W
49°
Bangs, Dean
—
Adams, Milward
_
652
Bangs, John D
Adams, Mrs. Florence James
652
Bangs (John D.) & Co
Bangs, Mark
Adams, Rev. John Coleman
826
Banning, Thomas A
Adams & Price Manufacturing Co. . 490
Adams, S. W
- - - 494
Banton. J. Floyd.
Adams (S. W.) Manufacturing Co. . 494
Barber, Edward 1
Barker, William Abner
Adley. Henry
427
Barlow, Henry C
--Adley Manufacturing Company--- 427
Barnard,
Josiah
/Etna Iron Works
489
Agnew, Francis
- 80
Barney, John F
Barney & Rodatz
Albrecht, C. J
690
Barrensheim, Henry
Aldis, Owen F
277
Barrett, Oliver W
Aldrich, Henry H
-- 3°3
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547
286
603
262
589
275
97
97
173
97
624
75
685
685
3°4
688
87
553
491
486
488
184
218
749
450
423
294
73
735
735
553
735
304
232
82
82
91
226
248
49°
357
337
286
79
679
371
371
385
385
45°
378
253
374
374
306
635
274
269
552
384
353
312
9S
501
501
258
372
250
642
72°
722
485
485
485
234
276
542
255
534
221
351
93
93
5S0
600

Page
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Barron, Elwyn A
7°°
Barrows, Rev. John Henry
796
Barry, Robert
230
Barry, Samuel Stedman
98
Bartholomay & Burgweger Brewing
Companv
577
Bartlet, John A
173
Bartlett, Buel H
693
Bartlett-Davis, Jessie
637
Bartlett, MaroLoomis
642
Bartlett, Rufus H
529
Bartling, Rev. William H. F
821
Barton & Jones
374
Barton, Jesse Billings
277
Barzynski, Rev. Vincent
777
Basse & Co
383
Basse, Ferd. L. F
383
Bassett & Beaver
95
Bassett, C. W
553
Bassett, James Smith
95
Bassett. O. P
690
Batchen, James
- - 85
Batchen, John S. F
85
Bauland, Jacob H
719
Bauland, Joseph H
719
Baur, Hugo Franklin
552
Baus,John
"3
Baxter, Thomas Marshall
321
Bay, George P
444
Beach, Elli A...
297
Beadell, Madison
114
Beard, John P.
114
Beaver, James E
95
Beazlev, John G
3°4
Becker, A. G
445
Becker, Frederick Walter
260
Beeh, Edward, Jr
690
Beers, Samuel
- 399
Belirle, Raymond
686
Behrens, Max
550
Beidler, Henry
499
Beidler, Jacob
3°9
Beidler (J ) &Co. Lumber Company 369
Beiersdorf, Jacob
736
Belfield. William T
- 510
Bellows, George G
251
Beman, Solon Spencer
72
Bemis & Curtis Malting Company.. 575
Bemis, Dwight I
575
Bemis, H. V
355
Bemis, Joseph G
542
Bemis & McAvoy Brewing Company 576
Benedict, Amzi
111
Benner, Mathias
498
Benner (M.) & Co
498
Bennett, Alfred Allen
817
Bennett, John Ira
236
Bennett. J. L
7'4
Berg, Ole
426
Berger, Harry
727
Bergeron, Rev. A. L
773
Berlin, Robert C
74
Bernardine (Dolwek) Rev. Fr
77°
Berry, Henry J
497
Berrv, Oliver A...
197
Bert| Eddy
509
Besley, E. D
579
Besley, William
579
Best, Henry.
239
Best, Russell & Co
581
Best, William
581
Betsche, Charles W
739
Betsche & Ricke Manufacturing
Company
- 739
Bigelow, Anson A
377
Bigelow Brothers .376
Bigelow, Hiram
288
Bigelow, William H
377
Billings, Cornelius Kingsley Garri
son
128
Birren & Carroll
762
Birren, Cornelius
— 762
Birren, Nicholas
762
Bisbee, Lewis H
266
Bischoff, H. Alexander
389

42
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Blair, Horatio Porter
94
Bryant, James M
Blair, Lyman
756
Bryant, J. II
Blair, William T
286
Bryant, John J
Blake, John Oliver
682
Bryant & Mescrve
Blakely, C. F
688
Buchanan, Edward P
Blakemore, Joseph
426
Buchanan, James N
Buchanan. Milford DeWitt
...
Blatz, Valentine
579
Blettner, August
114
Buchanan, Robert S
Bliss, George Harrison
— 598
Buchman, H. W
Blodgelt, Edward Augustus
588
Buckingham, Catharinus P
Blomgren Bros. & Co
691
Buckingham, F^benezer
Blomgren, Claus G
691
Buckingham, Reuben D
Blomgren, Oscar N\.
691
Bucklen, II. E
Blum, Alfred
234
Buell, George C
Bockius, F. B. Eisen
5'5
Buell, IraWarren
Boenert, Anton.
294
Buhmann, Theodore W
Boerne, Bettman
— 5 10
Buhrer, John S
liullard, Charles William
Bogardus, A. II
683
Bogle, Walter S
387
Bullard & Gormley
Bohmann, Joseph
-. 653
Bullen, George
Bohncr, George
404
Bundy, John C
Bohner (George) & Co
752
Bunge, Christoph
Boice, H. M
384
Bunte Bros iV Spoehr
Boman, Rev. Carl Bernhard I.eonBurchell, T. E
hard
821
Burcky, Frederick
_
Bonfield, M. W
762
Burdett, Edward A
Booth, Alfred
295
Burgess, Alonzo
Booth, Daniel
- 293
Burgett, John M. II .
Booth, William Vernon.
679
Burgweger, Leonard
Boscovitz, Frederick
640
Burmeister, John C
Bournique, Augustus
654
Burnett, Mary Weeks.
Bowerman, Martha Almini
534
Burrows, Thomas
_
Boyington, Levi C...
739
Burrows, Mrs. Thomas
Braband, Edward E
732
Burwash, Henrv John
Brachvogel, Charles
425
Burwell, W. B
Brachvogel & Press Manufacturing
Bussey, L. While
Company
425
Bussey, William H
Brackebush, Alfred C
387
Bush, Lewis
Brada, Charles
501
Bushnell, Winslow
Brady, Matthew 1'
270
Butler, Jonathan Selby
Brainard, William N
3'S
Butler, Nathaniel
Brand, Michael
579
Butler, Rev. Patrick T
Brand (Michael) & Co
578
Butler, Rev. Thomas
Brand, Rudolph.
579
Butler, William Patterson
.
Brand, Virgil M
579
Byford, H. T
Brandt, George W.
244
Caldwell, W. W
Brauns, Leopold.
307
Calkins, J. W
Brawley, Francis W. S
.. 258
Callaghan, Sister Mary liasilia
Bremner, Benjamin E
- - 4°4
Callahan, Michael
Bremner, David F
326
Callahan, Patrick
Brenckle, Frank W
690
Cameron, Amberg & Co
Brewster, Edward Lester
— 442
Camp, Isaac N
Brewster, John E
675
Campbell Brothers' Manufacturing
Briggs. Clinton
325
Co
Bristol, E. S
5°3
Campbell, Murdoch
Bristol (E. S.)& Gale
5°3
Canfield, Corresta T
Bristol, Rev. Frank Milton
789
Carbine, Thomas
Brittan, Charles II.
636
Carder, George Herbert
Brockway, Mrs. L. Freeman
153
Cargill, Frank R
Bromley, Frank C.
420
Carlson, Gustaf Henry
Broomell, George D
302
Came iV: Drury
Bronsgeest, Rev. Henry C...
772
Came, John, Jr
Brophv, Truman W. _ _
. 542
Carpenter, A. A
Brown, Arthur K
731
Carpenter, George B. .
Brown, Charles B
479
Carpenter (George I!.) & Co
Brown, Dan
713
Carr, George
Brown, Edward Osgood
268
Carr, Henry II
.
Brown, George Francis
230
Carroll, John
Brown, John M
132
Carroll, Rev. John Joseph
Brown, lohn W
625
Carroll, Robert Stevenson
Brown, S. A
3S2
Carseley, F'rancis M
Brown (S. A.) & Co
381
Carson, James D
Brown, Sylvester E
... 94
Carson, John B
Brown, William II
731
Cartan, Rev. J. M.
Brown (W. H.) & Co
731
Carter, Artemas
. Brown, W. L
477
Carter, James B
Browne, Anthony
3°6
Carter, Zina R
Browning, Granville Williams
284
Carter (Z. R.) & Co
Bruhnke, J. C
- 732
Case, Elisha W
Cashman, Rev. Thomas Francis
Brim, Rev. N. C
822
Brunswick, Benjamin
683
Cass, Edward H
Cass, George Willis
Brunswick, Charles
683
Chaffee, Francis
Brunswick & Co
682
Chamberlin, Rhuel Hampton
Brunswick, Joseph
683
Chambers, George
Brushingham, Rev. John 1'
- 793
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Chambers, J. B
751
306
Champion Reaping and Mowing
496
311
Machines
504
496
Chandler, Cornelius C
83
Chandler, William W...
602
127
Chandler, William W., Jr
601
127
387
Chase, Benjamin F
98
440
Cheney, I.ucian Prentiss
547
549
Chicago Chain Works
502
Chicago Cooling Rooms
339
479
479
Chicago Dredging and Dock Com
745
pany
292
Chicago Foundry
480
752
Chicago Gas-Light and Coke Com
282
249
pany
-- 128
740
Chicago Horseman Newspaper Com
481
pany
676
507
Chicago Journal-Bearing Works
501
507
Chicago Lumber Company
379
Chicago &: Minonk Coal & Coke
575
832
Company
387
308
Chicago News-Letter
672
753
Chicago Pie Company
329
456
Chicago Steel Works
478
Chicago & Vert Island Stone Co... 86
327
Chicago, Wilmington & Vermillion
483
507
Coal Company
388
276
Chidester, N. B
328
577
Child, Albert A
349
491
Christoph, Henry Jacob
445
536
Clair, Henrv
356
451
Clancy, Mark B
4°°
451
Clapp, Caleb
749
531
Clark, Anson I.uman
540
485
Clark, George W
...
347
700
Clark (G. W.) & Co
347
699
Clarke, Ward Greene
522
491
Clary, William James
541
376
Clausen, Otto
495
128
Claussenius, Gustavus Adolphus— 293
S17
Cleary, James M
573
769
Clement, Bane & Co
721
766
Clement, H. C
7«
128
Cleveland, Reuben
370
521
Clinton, George O
215
470
Clowry, Robert C
595
502
Cobb, Henry Ives
73
775
Cobb, Waiter Franklin
312
115
Cobb, Zenas
232
485
Coburn, Lewis 1
251
688
Codv, Charles
727
653
Cody, Hiram H
2S1
Coffin, Dcvoe & Co
425
Coffin, Gorham B
425
8t
81
Colburn, Joseph Elliott
526
538
Colby, Francis Theodore
285
185
Cole & Co
457
538
Cole, Moses T...
457
Coleman Lumber Company
386
501
432
Coleman, Ru[>ert
97
Coleman, Thomas Daniel.
573
460
Collins, Denis
53'
460
Collins, Downing & Co
722
377
Collins, Joseph B
761
293
Collins, Lorin C, Jr
238
293
Collins \ New-land!
726
83
Collins, William James
726
297
Collins, William T
455
762
Collins, William W._
216
765
Colorado Loan and Trust Company 457
267
Columbian Iron Works
480
737
Conkey, Walter B
6qo
228
Conkli'ng, Llewellyn W
681
226
Connecticut Pie Bakery
32*
776
Connor, William Henry
98
370
Considine, Michael
311
309
Constantine (Francis Leber) Rev.
309
309
Fr
- 770
Conwav, Rev. Patrick Toseph
765
329
Conway, R. T
127
777
Cook County Abstract Company... 460
328
Cook, Ida May
151
270
Cook & Rathborne
377
762
Cooper, A. J
45"
214
Cooper, Arthur N
495
89
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Cooper, George W.
Cooper, John S
Copp, A. J
-Corcoran, John Joseph,.
Corlett, George
Cosio, Angel,
Cossman, Mathias
Covert, Abram H
Cowles, Alfred
Cowles, Torris Z
.".
Cox, Henry Clay
Coyle, Patrick
Cozine, James Robert.,
Craig, Robert
Crane, Charles S
Crane. Frank R
Crary, C. W
Crary, Hamilton
Crawford, Alexander Ring
Crawford, Frank J
Crawley, J. A
Creswold, Arthur J
Crilly, Daniel Francis
Crissman, Ira B._
Crocker, Ansel Leland,
Crombie, Charles 13. ,,
Cronin, Philip Patrick Henry
Crook, John...
Crosby, Albert
Crosby, Wareham W
Cross, C. L
Crowhurst, Charles C.
Crowley, Jeremiah J
Cruikshank, Charles Eli
Cruttenden, Thomas S
,
Cruver, Austin
,
Cullton, Thomas P
Culver, Belden F
,,
Cummings, Andrew
,
Cummings, George W
_
Cunningham, Thomas Scott
Currey, J. Seymour
Curtis, Rev. Edward Lewis
Cushman, lohn Clark
Cutler, White & P.oice
Dake Bakery
Dal, John W
Dale, John T..
Dale, Samuel Emmet
Dalton, John E
Dalziel, Davison
,
Dalziel National Printing Company
Dandy, John Milton
Danforth, Jerome T
Daniels, John H
Dare, Benjamin F;
Darrow, Archibald
Davis, Charles W
Davis, Fred,
Davis, J. M
Davis, William J
Davis, William J
Davis, William I
Davis, Wilson H...
,
Dawson, Martin
Day, Joseph Leverett
Dean, Munson D
,
Decker, Henry
Decker, Myron A...
Delamater,' Nicholas B
Delano, E. A
Delaware & Hudson Canal Co
Dement, Isaac S
Dement (M. H.) & Co
Dempsey, Samuel H
Denier, Anthony,
Dennehy, Charles
De Prosse, Angelo
Derby, Philander
Deschauer, Joseph
Devine, Peter...
Devine's Steam Boiler Works
Devine, William M
Dewes, Francis J
Dewey, Charles Alfred
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DeWolf, Oscar C
453
Dexter, Ransom,
254
DeYoung, B. R
739
388
DeYoung (B. R.) & Co
I )ibb!e, Charles A
427
Dibblee, Henry
582
Dick, A. B
482
Dick (A. B.) Company
452
Diebold Safe and Lock Company..
696
Dietzsch, Emil
,
682
Diez (John L.) & Co
._
151
Dixon, Lavall B
,762
Doane, John Wesley
552
493
Dolese, John
-292
Dolese & Shepard
,.
Dolwek,
Rev.
Fr.
Bernardine
293
488
Donnell, E. P
489
Donovan, Henry 1. ,
Doolittle, James R
533
Dorwin, Thomas
266
Dostal, Joseph...
455
637
Dougal, Thomas.
Doughty, Addison
80
545
Dovenmuehle, H. C
Dovenmuehle, H. F. C
739
Dovenmuehle (H. F. C.) & Son...
385
Dowling, D. M. J
530
Downey. Joseph
"5
Downs! Charles S
577
Downs, William Smith
387
Doyle, Austin J
374
Drake, Frank
83
Dreyer, E. S
569
Dreyer (E. S.) & Co
2S6
Driesslein, Charles 1
720
Drummond, Willis, Jr
488
Drury, Edwin
97
Dryden, Edward W
450
Dryden (E. W.) & Co
363
706
Duffield, Charles
Dunlop, Alexander
468
Dunlop, Joseph R
425
Dunne, Rev. Fr. Edward J
802
DuPont Gunpowder Company
600
Dunham, J. S
384
Dunham Towing and Wrecking Co.
325
Dunphy, John M
5M
Dunton, Frank H
254
Dunton's Spirit of the Turf
251
Dunton, Thomas F
267
Dutcher, George N
672
Dwight & Gillette
672
Dwight, John H
7°7
Dwyer, James P
-460
Dyer, Clarence II
383
Earle,
Charles
Warrington
7'9
115
Earle, John Estcourt
Earnshaw, Emanuel
378
Easton, Charles L
293
Eaton, E. E
676
468
Eaton & Prince
Eaton, Thomas W
670
Eberhart, John F
468
Ebersold, Frederick
54°
754
Ebertshaeuser, Henry
727
Ebertshaeuser & Riley
Eddy, Albert M
455
Eddy, Clarence
268
Eddy, Devotion C
262
532
Eddy, George 1)
Eddy, Robert M
491
Edmonds, William
387
Edwards, Ebenezer
7*3
Edwards, George D
712
Edwards & Guhl
381
Edwards, Henry B.
67°
Edwards, Henry J
573
Edwards, James Augustus
639
Eggleston, Charles B
735
Ehman, Charles
544
iMlenberger, Herman
486
Eklund, Rev. Henry Werner
485
Elison, John A
875
Elliott. William S., Jr
579
Ellis, Almon D.
534
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150
Ellithorpe, Albert C
499
528
Ellithorpe Air-Brake Company
498
45°
Ellsworth, Lewis
267
45°
Ellsworth, Lewis C
268
265
Ellsworth, Milton S
268
82
Elmes, Carlton D
480
386
Elmes, Charles F
480
386
Elphicke Charles W
47°
497
Elvig, Albert J
260
240
Ely, Charles F
538
80
Emerich, J. T
582
68
Emrich, Rev. Frederick F>nest.._ 809
757
Engert, Rosa Henrietta
521
188
Engle, Augustus
341
187
Engle, Edward
341
770
Englehardt, George A
485
691
English, William J
-- 261
559
Ennis, Alfred
23'
264
Ennis, Lawrence M
284
196
Ernst Brothers Brewing Company. 577
732
Ernst, Charles Emil
577
351
Ernst, Leo
577
676
Esher, Edward B
- 558
731
Essing, Rev. Joseph
77°
731
Estey & Camp
653
731
Evald, Rev. Carl A
821
766
Evans, H. J
328
92
Everett, Edward.
534
679
Everett, Francis Denison
729
727
Everett, John C
245
Ill
Everett, William S
244
3°9
Exhaust Ventilator Company
500
444
Fairbank, Nathaniel R...
299
444
Fairbanks, John
685
7'3
Fairbanks & Palmer
6S5
452
Falk (Franz) Brewing Company
580
40°
Falk, Louis
634
745
Fallows, Rt. Rev. Samuel
788
745
Falter Brothers
86
5°6
Falter, Peter
86
726
Falter, Philip
S6
700
Fanning, J. D
359
775
Fargo, Charles
600
761
Farnum, George A.
328
294
Farrell, M. P
573
294
Farson, R. B
385
79
Farwell, Marcus A
761
682
Faxon, Nat
99
682
Fay, James W
720
345
Feehan, Mother Mary Catherine. . . 775
493
Feehan, Most Rev. Patrick Augus
306
tine
763
3°°
Fellows, Edgar A
284
582
Felsenthal. Gross & Miller
443
387
Felsenthal, Herman
443
516
Felton, Charles Emory
118
294
Fenner, Irvin R
553
84
Fernandez, Francisco
582
255
Ferris, Frank
221
5°7
Field, Benedict & Co
71 7
491
Field, Benjamin M
7'7
491
Field, Eugene
7°2
147
Field, John S
338
no
Field. Oscar
363
Fieldhouse, Dutcher & Belden
493
86
Fieldhouse, Joseph
493
86
480
Finerty, John F
7°7
636
Fischer, Edward J
549
399
Fischer, Rev. Peter
76S
479
Fish, Alexander J
33°
479
Fisher, Albert J
7°S
98
Fisher, Augustus F
384
312
Fisher. B. G
3'°
745
Fisher, Henry J
287
312
Fisher, L. G.. Jr
755
745
FitzSimons, Charles
379
745
FitzSimons & Connell
- 379
315
Flanagan, Patrick
427
314
F'landers, John J
72
739
Fleetwood, Rev. Benjamin Franklin 7S2
81
Fleming, John McLean
511
794
Flesh, Simon
- 722
352
Fletcher Brothers.
86
285
Fletcher, Isaac
- 86
73°
Flower, James M
— 269
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Floyd, Charles
Floyd, John R
Folsom, Charles A
Ford, John Sherlock
Ford (J. S.), Johnson & Co
Foreman, Edward
—
Forrest, Philip R
Forrest, William S
Forster, Marcus I1
Foster, Henry A..
Foster, Jacob Thomas
-Foster, Thomas
Fowler & Carr
Fowler, Charles C
Frake, James
Franck, John August Ernst
Frederiksen, Neils C
Fredigke, Charles Christian.
Freiberg, Frederick
French, Totter & Wilson
French, W. A
Freshwaters, Milton R
Frost, Charles S
Frost, W. E
Frost (W. E.) Manufacturing Com
pany
Fuchs, Gustav
Fuller, Charles Cordon
Fuller & Fuller Company
Fuller, Harry C
Fuller, Oliver Frank
Fuller, William A
Fulton, Jefferson 1
Furst (Henry) & Co
Furst, Henry, Jr
Furst, Henry, Sr
Fyfe, George
Gale, F. M
Galligan, Rev. T. F
Galpin, Homer B
Galvin, Rev. Edward 1
Garber, Chris. C
Garcia, Bonifacio
—
Garden City Warehouses
Gardner, Charles
Gardner, Freeland B.
Gardner & Spry Company
Gardner, William
Gartside, John M
Gary, Elbert H
Gaston, Emma Frances
Gault, T. B
Gavin, John B
Gay. Henry Lord
Gay, William F
Gay (William F.) & Co
Gedde, Ove
Gibbons, John
Gibbs, George A
Gibson, Alexander F
Giles, Charles K
Giles, Edwin A
Giles liro. & Co
Gill, [olm D
Gill, Rev. Patrick David
Gillette, J. F
Oilman, John F.llis
Gilmore, Pollock & Co
Oindele, Charles W
Glanz, Charles
Gleason, Frederic Grant
Oleason, William H..
Globe Foundry
Globe Warehouse
Glover, Lyman B
Goan, Orrin S
Oobel, EliasF
Godfrey & Clark
Godfrey, Joseph C
Goctz & Brada
Goetz, Fritz _..
Goldie, William
Goldthwaite, James C
Good, Edward O.
Goodman, Charles

3*5
601
274
735
735
4°4
55»
245
720
283
141
375
83
83
260
548
454
547
654
752
752
268
74
376
376
582
537
546
223
546
378
405
84
85
84
494
5°4
7<>7
240
417
483
582
338
173
372
372
341
264
256
520
221
482
68
97
97
338
283
275
86
749
75"
749
283
764
3°6
532
459
82
342
641
239
479
338
677
328
90
754
754
5<»
5°'
78
670
488
454

Biographical Mention —
Goodman, Edward
v Goodman, James B
Goodman, William Owen
Goodno, G. W. R
Goodyear, William
Gormley, James Henry
Gorton, Edward Fisk
Goss, Rev. Charles Frederick
Gottfried Brewing Company
Gottfried, Mathieu
Gottschalk, Rev. F
Gramer, Valentine
Grannis, Amos
Grannis, Samuel Willis
Grannis, W. C. D
Grant, William Cutting
Crassly, Charles William
Gray, Elisha
Gray, Franklin D
Gray, Henry C
Gray, John
Gray, Joseph Lucius.
Gray, William Cunningham
Green, Charles
Green, Frank Russell
Green, Rev. James S.
Green, Rev. Thomas Edward
Greene, Frank C
Greene, John H
Greene, M. T
Greenebaum, Michael
Greenebaum's (Michael) Sons
Gregg, William M
Gregory, Charles F.
Gregory, Walter B
Greiner, William H
Greiner, Thomas I
Grev, Clark & Engle
Grey, William L
Griffen, Alonzo M
Griffin, Thomas Augustin
Griffith, Robert.
Griffiths, John
Grinnell, Julius S
Griswold, Edward P
Griswold, Joseph W
Griswold (J- W.) & Co
Griswold, R. S
Gross, Jacob
Gross, Jacob
Gross, Samuel E
Grosse & Co
Gfosse, Henry
Grosvenor, Lemuel Conant
Grover, Alonzo J
Grusendorf, Henry
Grusendorf, Ott & Co
Guhl, Frederick H
Gunderson, G. M
Gunn, John Ross
Gurlev, Nahum,
Ilaaker, R. B
Haddock, Charles G.
Haddock, Vallette & Rickcords . .
Hagan, Rev. James Monroe
Hager, Albert David
Haggerty, Michael G
Haight, Vincent
Hair, B. M
Hair & Ridgway
Hair, Robert Stanley
Hall, Charles H.
Hall, Christopher W
Hall, George Alexander
Hall, J. Sherman
Hall, Robert Samuel
Hall, Thomas W
Hall, William Edward
Hallberg, L. Gustave
Ham, Charles H
Hamblen, Lewis A.
Hamblin. John J
Hamilton, "Edward H.
Hamilton, I. K
Hamilton & Merryman Company .-

71°
451
380
222
732
507
277
824
578
578
794
740
78
397
439
250
548
593
442
321
713
514
709
316
420
788
800
563
121
379
507
506
313
173
304
340
671
341
341
"14
480
496
91
241
723
723
723
690
401
443
451
722
722
536
693
380
380
312
374
598
341
733
459
459
766
4>4
"27
53'
378
378
202
732
566
532
343
519
344
5»
69
564
119
95
544
381
381

Biographical Mention —
Hamler, J
Hammerschmitt, Peter
Hammond, Thomas C
Handy & Co
Handy, Henry H.
Hanecy, Elbridge
Hanford, Hall & Co
Hanford (P. C.) Oil Company
Hanford, Philander C
Hannah, Lay & Co
Hansen, Henry C
-Hanson, Franklin S
Hanson, Louis
Harkin, James M
Harkness, Edson J
Harpel, Charles
Harper, John Erasmus
Harper, William
Harper, William H
Harries, Rev. David
Harrington, James Jay
Harris, Charles Murray
Harris, Edward P
Harris, E. T
Harris (E. T.) & Co
Harris, George P
Harris (George P.)& Brother
Harris, Samuel II
Harrison, Carter H
Hart, Abraham
Hart Brothers
Hart, Marvin G
Harte, Gregory P
Hartman & F>tz
Hartman, Fred
Hartman, George A
Hartmann, Rev. Joseph
Hartmann, Adolph
— Hartmann & Clausen
Hartwell, Fred G
Hartwig, Charles Ferdinand
Harvey, T. W
Harvey (T. W.) Lumber Company
Haskell, Loomis P
Hasse, Frederick
Hastings, George W
Hatch, Azel F
Hatch, Henry L
Hatton, Frank
Haven, Rev. Joseph
Haverlv, John H
Hawes, Kirk
Hawkinson, Peter 1
Hawley, George Fuller
Hav, Alexander B
Hay & Prentice
Hayden, Albert
Hayt & Alsip
Hayt, Henry C
Healy, John J
-Healy, Patrick J
Heartt, Robert
Heath, Frederick C
Heath & Milligan Manufacturing
Company
Heath, Monroe
Hedman, Rev. John .
Heineman, William
Hemingway, Hannaniah W
Henderson, Charles Mather
Henderson (C. M.) & Co
Henderson, David
Henderson. Howard
Henderson, Samuel M
Henderson, Wilbur Solon
Henneberry, Rev. Francis
Heniici, Henry
Henrici, Philip
Henrici, Wilhelm
Henry, Charles
Hepburn (John W.) & Co
Her^hey-Eddy, Mrs. Sarah
Herting, William A
Hertz, Henry 1
Hesing, Washington

Page
486
733
340
458
458
271
755
755
756
370
740
738
426
724
282
451
516
197
853
793
549
257
563
502
502
5°2
502
497
103
723
723
54°
356
495
495
119
823
495
495
388
551
374
373
543
542
372
272
723
707
809
670
237
248
527
493
493
5°°
75
75
238
634
166
83
97
97
786
445
544
729
729
669
265
621
729
770
362
362
362
747
303
637
399
156
704
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Hesler, Alexander
Hess, C. D
Hess, Frederick Andrew
Hewett, Alfred B
Heyl, Rev. Michael..
Heylmann, Charles
. ..
Hicks, John J
Higginson, Charles M
Hill, Lysander
Hill, Thomas E
Hill, Rev. Walter H
Hinckley, N. B
Hintze & Baker Company
Hintze, Robert A
Hitchcock Manufacturing Company
Hitchcock, Rev. Luke
Hitchcock, Reuben A
Hitt, John
Hobart, Henry Martyn
Hodges, Leonard
Hodges, Lothrop Smith
Hodgkins, Jefferson
Hodnett, Rev. Thomas Fope
Hoelter, Rev. Henry Louis
Hoffman, Francis A., Jr
Hoffman, John
Hogan, Alice Agnes
Hogey, Julius H.
Holbrook, Kdmund S
Holden, Henry N
Holden, Nelson B.
Holdom, Jesse
Holdrege Live Stock Company
Holman, Strange A
Holmboe, Leonhard
Holmes, Daniel W
Holmes, M. H
Holroyd, Elwyn Ashworth
Holton, Charles C
Honsinger, Emanuel
Hopkins, John Faulkner
Hough, George W
Howard, John Henry
Howard, Patrick J. .
Howard, William Aldrich
Howell, S R
Howell (S R.) & Co
Howes, Oscar
Howland, Walter Morton
..
Howling & Crowhurst
Howting, James II. .
Hubbard, George W.
Huber, Julius H...
Huefner-Harken, Mrs. H
Hughes & Johnson
Hughes, Thomas
Hughes, William T
Hull, M. B
_
Hunt, Charles H
Hurlburt, W. H
Hurlbut, E. R
Hurlbut, Fred. J
Hurlbut, Horace A
Hutchinson. Charles L
Hutchinson, Mahlon
Hutchinson, Mathew Maria Louis .
Hutt, Louis
Hyde, Asa D
Hyde, Charles Edwin
Hynes, William J
Illinois Pressed Brick Company
Illinois Street-Gas Company
Ingersoll, Miss Agnes
lngraham, Granville S
Ingraham, Sereno Wright
Irving, William
Irwin, David W
Isaacson, Gabriel
Isham, Ralph N
Jackson, Benjamin V
..
Jackson, C. E
Jackson, Huntington Walcott
Jackson, M
Jacobs, Gabriel ..
acobs, Michael A.

425
667
510
317
819
547
746
210
285
685
772
210
384
384
745
792
735
562
532
455
258
127
773
820
244
624
152
550
252
375
731
264
375
720
432
377
422
551
738
544
529
429
344
143
511
383
383
817
260
83
83
112
72
635
692
692
563 I
369'
466
206
456
698
698
304
530
530
377
452
726
244
76
128
638
349
540
210
302
74
758
207
492
257
732
87
87
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Jacobs, William V
588
Kilianus (Schloesser), Rev. Fr
768
Jacobus, Judson Shardlow
547
Kimball, Charles P
744
Jaffray & Co
720
Kimball (C. P.) & Co
743
James, Josiah I
452
Kimball, George F
100
Jaquish, L. C.
712
King & Andrews
48°
Jefferson, W. J.
691
King (Henry W.) & Co
721
Jeffery, Edward T
195
King, Henry William
721
Jenkins, Robert Edwin
257
King, |ohn Blair Smith
534
Jenkins, Thomas R.
393
King, 'Rockwell.?
480
Jennings, John D
— 758
King Whilfle-tree Co
747
Jensen, Paul Christen.
530
Ringsland, A. W
5«
Jerome, Benjamin M
602
Kingsland, Jackson & Co
491
Jerreras, William George
727
Kinney, Chester
-- 253
Jerusalem, Joseph
579
Kinsman, Charles
720
Jevne, Christian
349
Kinsman & Holman
719
Jewell, William J
562
Kiolbassa, Peter
563
Jewett, Edward Adams
231
Kirby-Carpenter Company
377
Jewett (Sherman S.) & Co
483
Kirkland, Alexander.
132
Johnson, Andrew Gustave
389
Kirkwood (A. J.) & Co
487
Kirkwood, Arthur J
487
Johnson, Edgar H
363
Kirkwood, Thomas S
-- 487
Johnson, Ernest V
88
Kistler, Louis
247
Johnson, Frank E
680
Klein, Martin C
341
Johnson, George H
87
Kley, John A
493
Johnson, Mans
483
Klicka, Joseph
426
Johnson, Henry W. —
735
Kling, Rev. John Louis
--. 823
Johnson, Herbert B
264
Knapp, Charles Hunt
202
Johnson, J. M
732
Knickerbocker, Joshua C
247
Johnson, Mats
746
Johnson & Metzler.
746
Knight, Clarence A
103
Knisely, Abraham
495
Johnson, Peter
690
Knisely & Miller
495
Johnson (Peter) & Co
690
Knisely, Richard
495
Johnson, Peter C
692
Koehler, Peter
120
Johnson, Rev. Herrick
802
Johnson, William Herbert
282
Koehler, Rev. Leonhard Charles.. 820
Koerner,
Rev.
Charles
821
Johnson, William J
545
Rohlsaat, H. II
3&2
Johnston, J. P
75°
Koplien, Frederick
740
Johnston, P. D
598
Johnston, William V
77
Rossakowski, Mathew l';inkracy... 531
Jones, J. Blackburn
281
Kowalski, Joseph Henry—
642
Jones, John Howard
559
Rressman, Fred.:
686
Kretsinger, George Washington. - . 270
Jones, Nathaniel Magruder
270
Kroeschell, Albert
487
iones, Rev. Jenkin Lloyd
825
Kroeschell Brothers.
487
ones, Stevens S
832
Kroeschell, Herman
487
udson, William B
386
uergens & Andersen
749
Krueger, Theodore
485
Juergens, Paul
749
Kuhnen, George
746
ung & Borchcrt
579
Kuhnen, Nicholas
746
Kuppenheimer, B
722
uul, Rev. Ole
822
Radish, Leopold J
575
Kuppenheimer (B.) & Co
722
Raiser, S
751
Kurtz Brothers & Buhrer
480
Rammerer, Frank G
314
Kurtz, Frederick W
_
481
Kurtz, George
481
Rarls, Theodore
69
Rarpen, Adolph
55°
Laing, Cuthbert W
288
Lamb, Charles A
494
Rastholm (E. L.) & Co
87
Lambert, Charles E
206
Rastholm, Emil L
87
Lambin, Frederick J
427
Rastler, Adam P
724
Landell, John E
7&i
Rastler Brothers
724
Lane, Frank B._
247
Rastler, Philip
7*4
Lane, James
398
Rauffmann, Rev. Solomon
830
Laning, Charles Elmer
537
Rean & Lines
745
Larkins, Robert
382
Rearney, Theodore
75 1
Larimer, Joseph M
478
Reck, J. Martin
740
Larimore, James W
150
Reen, B. L
478
I.arrabee Brothers
468
Reener, W. T
554
Reeney, Charles P
454
Larrabee, Charles D
468
Larrabee, Rev. Edward A
785
Reeney, James F
454
Larrabee, William D
468
Keith, H. A
480
Reith, Osborne Rensselaer
717
Larsen, Charles C
863
Larsen, Iver
483
Keller, Frederick
739
Relley, Asa P
379
Larsen, Lars I
483
Lathrop, J. L
210
Kellev, Charles B
506
Kelle'y, David
5°°
Laughlin, Edward
112
Lawinski,
Sylvester
653
Kelley, Maus & Co
506
Kelley, Rathbone & Co
379
Lawler, Frank
863
Kelley, William E
379
Lawrence, Edmund Clark
— 222
Kellogg (Charles P.) & Co
722
Lawrence, Rev. William Mangam. . 812
Kelly, Henry Dennis..
481
Lawson, Victor F._
701
Leake, Joseph B
235
Kelsey, Chauncey- - -.
206
Kennedy (F. A.) Company...
328
Leber, Francis (Rev. Fr. ConstanKepler, J. W
339
tine)
77°
Kern, Charles
858
Ledochowski, Napoleon
_. 639
Kerney, William Biddle
-. 566
Lee, J
733
Kersten, George
247
Lceb, Henry
579
Leech, Monroe S
512
Kessler, Peter
3°8
Kettelle, George H
245
Lees, Edward
31Z
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Miles, Holland F
Lehman, Edwin ..
91
McFarland, J. C
406
Miller, Adam
McF'arlane & Gibson
86
Lehman, George
91
Miller, Charles C
McFarlane, Norman
86
Lehman (George) & Son
91
Miller, Charles P.
McFatrich, James Burton.
54'
Lehmann, Alfred A
741
Miller, Frederick
McGarigle, William J
I58
l.ehmann, Frederick
740
Miller, lames A
McGarry, Patrick
486
I.eland, M. J
338
Miller, "John
Iceland, Warren F
358
McGraw, James
89
Miller, Michael M
McGuire, Rev. Hugh
767
Leonard, George^ H. _
262
Miller, Thomas Spencer
Mcintosh, John A
483
Leonard, JamesT
486
Mills, Luther Laflin
Mclntyre, Charles Joseph
530
Leonard, Raymond Lockwood
510
Miner, Noycs Billings
McKay, F'rancis Marion
151
Letton, Theodore W._
468
Minor, Anderson ... —
McKey, Henry
272
Lewald, Frank
.
. 751
McKillip, Thomas R
84
Misch, George A
Lewis, A. M
344
McLaren, Rt. Rev. William Edward 780
Mitchell, Andrew J
Lewis, William
638
McLaughlin, Mrs. Mary
762
Mitchell, C. H
I.ibby, McNeill & Libby..
757
McLennan, John A
69
Mitchell, Charles P
Lieb, Hermann
_
.. 134
Mitchell, Clifford
Life Insurance Information, Bureau
McLoraine, Daniel J..
596
Mc.Mullen, James
37°
Mitchell, Ellen
of
470
McMullen & Officer
370
Mitchell, John J
Lightncr, Milton C
315
McPherson, Rev. Simon John
797
Mitchell, "Watson & Co
Linn, William K
- 303
Mixer, Charles H. G
McRobie, John
:
595
Lilies Manufacturing Company
742
Macfariane, John W
350
Mize, Theodore S
Lilies, Thomas G.__
742
Moczvgemba, Rev. Leopold
Mackey, Spoor
-- 99
Lilly, I. N
529
MacLachlan, l.achlan
350
Mohr, John
Lilly, Thomas A.
529
Mohr (John) & Son
MacMillan, Thomas C
-- 7°°
Lindauer, Benjamin. _
724
Mollcr, John
Lindauer Bros, & Co
724
Maher, Philip
35 1
Montague, Gilbert
Lines, David J
745
Malam, Edward
351
Montgomery, Liston Homer
Mallen, Hermann Z
742
I.ingle, S. I!
_.
452
Maltman, A. S
452
Montgomery, \\ illiam A
Little, Rev. Arthur
807
Mandel Brothers
71S
Montgomery, William II
Livesy, Rupert James
551
Lloyd, Elisha Emmons
113
Moody, Alexander
Mandcl, Emanuel
7'8
Lobingier, Rev. Henry Schell
818
Mandel, Leon
- 7'8
Moody & Waters
Moore, Daniel Grove
Lochner, Rev. Louis F. J
821
Mandel, Simon
7'8
Lockwood, I. LeGrand
223
Manierrc, George
—
261
Moore, Isaac A., Jr
Lockwood, John I
. . 77
Manierre, William Reid
338
Moore, James E
Lockwood & Kimbell..
77
Manning, William J
262
Moore, Logan F
Moran, Patrick
Logan, Frank G
311
Marble, Charles E
690
Moran (P.) & Co
I.omax, John A._
573
March, Calvin Catc
2S8
Loncrgan, Rev. Arthur P
768
Marine Engine Works
489
Moran, Thomas A
Long, John Conant
456
Marinette Iron Works
488
Moretti, Rev. Sosteneus
Loomis, John Henry.
151
Marsh, Rev. T. I'
79«
Morgan, James F
Loranger, Joseph
732
Marshall, Caleb II
326
Morgenthau, Bauland & Co
Lord & Bushncll Company
376
Martin, Forman M
731
Morgenthau, Gustav L.
Lord, E. A
376
Martin, George Patterson
552
Morgenthau, Maximilian
Lord, Owen & Co..
546
Martin, Robert T
99
Morini, Rev. Austin
Martin, Stephen E. W
329
Morrill, Wesley
Lord, Thomas
546
Mary Basilia (Callaghan) Sister .. 775
Morris, l^lias
-Lorimer, Rev. George C
. 813
Mary Catherine (Feehan) Mother.. 775
Morrison, Alexander M
Loring, Malek A
357
Morrison, Daniel
Mason, William Finest
280
Loud, Edward de Cormis
305
Morrisson, Plummet & Co
Love, Thomas
481
Matter, John
558
Matthews, Henry M
270
Morse, F>dwin D
Low, James E
545
Mattocks, Walter
282
Mortensen, Alfred
Ludington, Wells & Van Shaick
Mauritzon Brothers
456
Mortimer, William E
Company
380
Mauritzon, Hakon A
456
Morton, George C
Ludlow, George W
730
Mauritzon, M. Josephus
456
Morton, Paul
Ludlow (George W.) & Co
729
Maus, Fred K
506
Moses, Charles Alonzo
Luette, Rev. Fridolinus
770
Maxwell Brothers
384 [,
Moss, F rank Godine
Lundgren, Leonard.
538
Maxwell, Henry B
-. 384
Lundh, Charlotte
1 52
Moss, Robert Edward
Moss, William Lathrop
Lunt, Orrington
791
Maxwell, James
384
Mayer, David
-- 7'8
Moulding, Thomas
Lydston, G. Frank
517
Lyman, David Brainerd
254
Maver, Frank
73°
Moulton, George M
Mayer (F.)& Co
735
Lyon. George W
634
Muehlbauer, Aloys
Lyon & Healy
634
Mayer, John Albert
552
Muehlbauer & Behrle
McArthur, Cuthbert
87
Mead, David S
132
Mueller & Hardckopf
McAuley, Daniel R..
186
Mechanical Bakery
- 325
Mueller, Peter
McAuley, John T
76
Medill, Samuel John
696
Muhr's (II.) Sons
Meehan & Kelly
481
Mulliken, Charles Henry
McAuliff, John
847
McAvoy, John II
576
Meehan. Patrick Henry
481
Munn, James M
."
Meier, Rev. Jacob
-- — 815
Munsell, Anson Smith
-McClory, Henry
271
McConnell, Charles H
667
Meilbeck, Leo
- . 847
Murison, George W
Meloy, Rev. William Taggart
805
McConnell, John S
666
Murphy, Edward C
Mendsen & Winter
381
McCoy, William.
358
Murphy, Edward W.
Mercantile Agencies
353
McCullough, Hiram R
202
Murphy, John D
Merriam, Collins & Co
348
McCully, John
_
IOO
Mutual Trust Society
McCully & Miles
100
Messersmith, George
91
Mvers, Samuel
Mestling, H. W
57"
McDonald, Malcolm
374
Myers (Samuel) & Co
Metallurgist Publishing Company.. 708
McDonald (Malcolm) Lumber Com
Myers, Samuel Groot
Metzler, Jacob M.
746
pany
374
Myrick, Willard Franklin
Metzner. W. C
485
National Lumber Company
McDonnell, Charles..
147
Metzner (W. C.) Stove Repair Com
National Tube Works Company- . .
McDowell, Tohn Adair
432
McDowell (M. E.) & Co
581
pany
-- 484
Neely Brothers
Meyer, August
383
Neely, John Chamberlain
McEwen, John
78
McEwen. John, Jr...
7S
Meyer, C. J. 1
377
Neelv, Joseph C
McEwen (John) & Son
78
Miessler, Earnest Gustavus Her
Neely, M. C
McFarland, J....,
487
mann
533
Neely, R
-

Page
<oo
444
69
683
444
495
34'
244
681
240
641
80
100
602
499
468
537
692
441
468
3™)
387
775
486
486
640
301)
528
251
553
329
329
529
742
742
211
346
346
238
777
210
719
719
719
776
453
749
351
351
546
3°4
294
89
37°
210
92
597
77
266
75
88
686
686
763
7°3
75«
449
5<*
5r3
3°3
398
121
486
757
573
572
573
398
373
494
731
44z
731
73>
731
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Biographical Mention —
Neemes, John C. —
Neemes (John C.) & Co
Neil, William John
Nelson, Andrew
Nelson, Robert W.
Nelson, Thomas
Neii, Peter W
Neuberger, Abraham J
Neustadt, Frederick
Newberry, Walter Cass.
Newell, Augustus
Newell (Augustus) & Co
Newell, L. C.
--Newkirk, Hawlcy A
Newland, William Darius
Newquist, John
Newman, Krank II
Newman, Henry Parker
Newman, Jacob
Nichols, Frank M
Nichols, Isaac Watts
Nicholson. Robert
Niemann, William
Nix, Charles II
Nixon, Oliver W
Nixon, William Penn
Noble, Rev. Frederick A
Noel, Theodore
Norden, Rev. Aaron
Norris, John W
North, Charles Frederic
Northrup, George Washington, Jr.
Northwestern Boiler Works Northwestern Horse-Nail Company
Northwestern 1 .umberman
Norton, John Walter
Norton, Nick
Nowak, Frank
O'Brien, James
--- .O'Brien, Thomas-..
O'Connor, Anna Margueretta
O'Donoghue, Horace
O'Neil, W. J. .
Odell, John J. P
Officer, Alexander
Offield, Charles K
Offield & Towle
Ogden, Henry
Ogden, Milton David
Okes, J. D
r
Olin, Henry
Olson, N. F
Orcutt, W. B
Orcutt, William F
Ortmayer, Andrew.
Ortmayer, C. G
Orvis, O. D
Osborne, Rev. Louis Shreve
Oswald, F. A
Oswald (F. A.) & Co
Otley Manufacturing Company
Otley. Samuel
Ott, Oran._
Ott, William C
Otter, John
Otto, Emil
Otto, Joseph
Otto, Julius
Ovington Bros. & Ovington
Ovington, Charles K.
Ovington, Edward J., Jr.
Ovington, Edward J.. Sr
Ovington, Theodore T.
Owens, Owen
Packard, Frederick William
-.
Packard, Samuel Ware
Paddock, George 1
Page (M. E.) & Co.
Page, Milton E
Painter, Edwin J
Pajeau, Joseph
Palmer, Azariah K
Palmer, Frank W
Palmer, Fuller & Co
Palmer, I.orin.--

Page
Biographical Mention —
754
Palmer, L. T
754
Palmer, Philip A
5"
Pank, J. H
399
Tank (J. H.) & Co
7°6
Park, George II
98
Parker, John R
85
Parker, Leander D
741
Parry, Rev. Thomas
97
Parsons & Foster
756
Parsons, John HPatten, Charles Hutchinson. .. ._
653
653
Patten, Edgar S
Paulsen, William A
723
i<)i
Paxlon, Andrew
726
Peabody, F'rancis S
83
Peacock, Joseph
537
Pearson, James Henrv
517
Pearson (J. H.) & Co
276
Pearsons, Daniel Kimball
88
Peattie, Mrs. Elia W
750
Peattie, Robert B
--579
Peck, Nathan S.
736
Peirronet, James S
7&°
Peirronet (J. S.) & Co..
699
Peltzer, Otto
699
Peltzer, (Otto) & Co
808
Penny, Arthur W
_
753
Penny, George W
831
Periolat, Clemens F...
497
Perkins, Amos II
Perkins, Barclay William
531
288
Perkins, David' Walton-.
486
Perry-Pearson Company
502
Peterson, Andrew
386
Peterson & Bay.
--669
Pettit, Briot & Co
676
Pettit, Frank W
174
Pfeifer, Mrs. A. M
Phelps, Dodge & Palmer
163
364
Phelps, Erskine M...
Phelps, Luman A
152
689
Phelps, William W._
Philbrick, C. C
690
Phillips, Andrew Jackson
439
370
Phillips, James M
263
Phillips, John
263
Phillips, John F
5°8
Pickands, Brown & Co
533
Pierce, Osborne J
582
Pieser, Samuel
539
Pigott, William
Pilgrim, Henry C
691
692
Pinkerton, Matt. W
300
Pioneer Fire-Proof Construction
505
Company
—
5°5
Piper, Anson S
432
Piper (A. S.) & Co
781
Piper, Thomas
Pirrung, Conrad
485
Pitcher, Lewis W
.
485
Pitkin, Stephen G
'94
Plamondon (A.) Manufacturing
94
196
Company
376
Plamondon, Ambrose
Plum, William K
7°
Plummer. Jonathan W.._
549
509
Pohle, Rudolph E
Poole, William Frederick
513
752
Pope, Samuel Isaac
752
Porter, Alfred S
752
Porter Brothers Company
752
Porter, Frank 1
752
Porter, lohn Hliss
5°°
Porter. Millett N
276
Porter, Washington.
Possel, II. K. Edward
253
25Potter, Edwin A
754
Pratt, Cyrus N.
Pratt, Edwin Hartley
754
551
Pratt, Parker & Co
762
Prentice, Leon II
37s
Press, Adam J
699
Press, J acob
—
37»
Preston, George I-:...
5Sl
Preston, E. K

47
Page
685
544
57°
576
378
276
59°
799
375
227
94
59°
282
290
388
372
373
373
413
702
702
401
30S
3°8
459
459
76
76
342
127
214
042
373
444
444
71 3
713
726
729
404
638
354
3<*>
639
738
737
214
477
73
351
689
552
119
87
337
337
337
362
678
672
487
488
256
547
742
415
94
678
348
551
288
551
349
545
752
457
536
38S
494
4*5
74 7
725
"25

Biographical Mention —
Preston, William I)
Preston (E. B.) & Co
Preston, Noble D
Price, Abner
Price, C. & A
Price, Cornelius
Price. Vincent C
Price, William
Price, William D...
Price (William) S; Son
Prince, Frederick II
Prince, Martin M
.Pumpellv, lames K
Purdy (J', il.) & Co
Pyatt, F'rank
Quill, Dennis
Quinn, Gordon II
Radziejewski, Rev. John
Raffen, John T
Raggio Brothers
Raggio, Charles A...
— ..
Raggio, John G...
Randolph, Smith M
Ranney. John S
Kanney, Joseph N
Ranney (J. S.)& Co
Ranseen, Rev. M. C
Rathbone, Sard & Co
Raubold, John G
Raubold & I.ambin
Rawle, Tohn
Ray, F. D
Raymond, James II...
Ravmond, J.N
Rea, John H
Read, Benjamin ¥
Read, Harry J
Read, William T. B
Read, William T. B., Jr
Ream, Cadurcis Plantagcnet
Ream. Norman B
Rector. Charles F:
Reedy, James W._
Reedy (J. W.) F^levator Manufac
turing Co
Reeve, George Bell
Reid, John W
Reid, Robert
Religio-Philosophical Journal
Remick & Newell
Remy, Curtis H
Reuter, Henry
Reynolds, Frank D
Rhode, Rudolph E
Rhodes, George 1
Rhodes, John Foster
Rhodes, Rufus Napoleon
Rice, Elliott Smith
Rice, James H
Rice, John A
Rich, Frank
Richardson, John Rayncr
Richardson, Lloyd Durant
Richey, George H
Richmond, Mrs. Cora L. V
Richolson, Benjamin I"
Rickcords, George E
Riddle, Francis A
-Ridgway, Hamlet C
Ridgway, James V
_
Ridgway, William
Rielly, James, Jr
Rietz, August
Rietz (Charles) Brothers Lumber
Company
Rietz, Edward G. W
Rietz, Frederick
Riley, George
Riordan, Rev. D. J
Rising, C. L...
Robbins, Henry S
Roberts, George R
Roberts, John A. G
Robinson, F^lisha A., Jr
Robinson, John C

Page
760
724
745
77
77
77
33"
89
8<;
89
49'
552
427
75"
55"
186
5S7
775
489
361
361
361
70
453
228
453
822
483
427
426
86
359
274
5°3
558
338
338
337
337
422
298
362
499
499
224
80
563
832
723
277
548
82
552
214
281
287
761
100
355
345
516
232
374
831
282
459
256
35"
749
378
344
375
375
375
375
86
773
216
277
369
601
349
80
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Page

Page
Biographical Mention —
Robinson & Minor
Robinson, M. S
Roby, Edward
Roche, James H
Roche, John A
Rodatz, Jacob
Rogers, George Mills
Rogers, Henry
Rogers, Joseph M
Roode, Holger de
Roos, Bernhard L
Root, James P
Roseboom, William L
Rosenbaum, Joseph.
Rosenbaum, Morris
Ross, G. H
Ross, Julius C. D
Rossow Brothers
Rossow, Frederick
Rounseville, Mme. Christine Nieison
Roys, Cyrus I)
Rubens. Harry
Ruddock, Charles H
Ruddock, Nuttall & Co
Ruddock, Thomas S
Ruhling, Adolph
Rumsey, Israel Parsons
Rupert, A. J
Russ, A. B
Russell, Francis William
Russell. J. K
Russell (L K.) &Co
...
Russell, Martin J...
Russell, W. H
Ryan, janies Ellsworth
Ryan (M.) & Brother
Ryan, Michael
Ryan, Michael W
Ryan, Rev. Francis
Ryan, Thomas
Ryerson, Martin
Ryerson (Martin) & Co
Sage, John
Sale, Rev. Samuel
Salomon, L
Salomon (L.) & Co
Salsbury, Nate R
-Sandham, F'rederick
Sandstrom, August
Sandstrom, Charles Emil
.
Sard, William H
Sargent, Welland Fairbanks
Savage Brothers
Savage, Rev. George S. V
Savage, Richard
Savage, William Maurice
Sawers, Rev. Edward Henry
Sawyer, Charles S
Sawyer, Franklin.
_
Sawyer-Goodman Company
Sawyer, Joseph.
Sawyer, L. N
Scales, Frank
Schaak, Michael John
Schaefer, F. C
Schaefer, Matthew
SchafTner, H
Schaffner (H.) & Co
Schaller, George John...
Scharff, Arthur H
Schaub, Louis J
Scheppers, Desire Quirini
Scheuermann, Frederick
Schillo, Cossman & Co
Schimpferman, \V. II
Schlacks, Henry
-.
Schlesinger, Leopold.
Schlesinger & Mayer
Schlitz (Joseph) Brewing Company.
Schloesser (Rev. Fr. Kilianus)
Schmid, George
-Schmid, Godfrey
Schmidt, Kasper George.
Schmidt, Robert

80
272
253
90
492
93
103
548
467
467
552
852
345
297
297
210
453
747
747
635
218
281
383
383
383
755
303
421
762
232
37°
370
702
581
541
96
96
239
771
9°
372
371
329
830
233
233
349
483
481
482
484
432
489
810
49°
490
801
328
34°
380
364
222
747
112
5>3
427
445
445
523
587
74
525
538
482
350
197
7'8
718
580
768
79
453
578
579

Biographical Mention —
Schneider, Nicholas
.
Schneider, Rev. John
Schneider, Samuel Newton
Schock, Frederick R
-.
Schofield, John McAllister
Scholle, Henry E
Schrader, F'rederick
Schrader & Neuzeit
Schucker, Mauritz
Schultz, August F
Schultz (A. F.) & Co
Schuster, Paul
-Schwab, Charles H
Schwabacher & Co
Schwabacher, Julius
Schwabacher, Morris
Schweisthal, Felix J
Schwerdt, C. F
Schwiperich, Stanislaus
Scolield, Lewis.
Scott, Rev. Hugh Macdonald
Scott, James W.
Scott, Rev. William Richardson...
Scribner. Wiley S.
Sears, Nathaniel C...
Sebastian, Michael
Seeboeck. William C. E..
Selz, Morris
Selz, Schwab & Co
Sempill, Waller M
Sennott, Thomas W
Severin, Henry
Seymour, H. F
Seymour & Sargent
-Shader, Augustus Edward
Shaffner, Benjamin M
Shaver, C. H
Shaw, Joseph
Shaw, Siremba
Shaw, Thomas Jefferson
Shaw, William W
Shedd (E. A.) & Co
Sheeler, Harvey
Shelby, Dan'l
-Shepard, Henry M
Shepard, Jason II
Shepherd, F'dward T
Sheppard, Rev. Robert D
Sheppard, Richard Alexander
Sheppard, T. H
Sheppard (T. II.) & Co
Sherman, Elijah B
Sherman, I. N. Walter..
Sherwood, George A
Shields. Charles
Shipmnn. Stephen V
Shirland, William Harrie
Shoemaker, Walter
Shoemaker (Walter) & Co
Shurly, Edmund R. P
Shurly Manufacturing Company.. .
Sieber, F'rancis Adam Paul
Sigmund, Herman
Sigwalt, J
Sigwalt Manufacturing Company..
Silversmith, Julius
Simmen, John
Simomls, F2dwin A
Simons, Charlie B
Simons, Edward
Simons, Franklin P
Simpson, John
Sinclair, Charles Frederick
Singley, Charles Clarey
..
Skeen & Stuart Stationery Company
Slaby, John
Sloan, Henry Harrison
Smith, Abner
Smith, A. P
Smith, F>ank J
Smith, Graeme Lisle
Smith, Haydn Kellogg...
Smith, Henry P
Smith & Hogey
Smith (James P.) & Co

486
819
538
73
583
74"
724
7*4
545
427
427
574
731
301
301
301
568
4*1
525
420
Sn
703
801
247
245
73°
633
730
730
551
247
241
385
385
751
264
68b
74l
5'2
509
326
338
84
664
237
189
4°5
790
113
380
380
236
744
544
45 1
72
284
383
3S3
75o
750
5'2
618
692
692
712
73°
469
4°l
400
244
508
527
517
687
427
510
258
438
261
689
698
f>77
55°
337

Biographical Mention —
Smith, John
Smith, "Junius J
Smith &Koplien
Smith & Malam
Smith, Mrs. Marian'da R...
Smith, Mrs. Matilda
Smith, O. J
Smith, Perry H.. Jr
Smith, Peter
Smith, Shea
Smith, Solomon Albert
Smith, Thomas M—
Smith, Willard A
Smith, William C
Smith, William E
Smith, William Henry.
Snow, William B
Snvder, Otho W. F
Soilitt, John
Sollitt, Oliver N
Soilitt, Thomas
Sollitt, William.
South Branch Lumber Company. . .
South Halsted-street Iron Works..
Southworth, John Moore
Spalding, A. W
Spang, Peter
Sparr, Augustus
Sparr & Weiss
Spencer, Bernard Dake
.
Spiegel, |oseph
Spoehr, Charles A
Spray, John Campbell
Springer, George A..
Springer, Milton C
Springfield Iron Company
Squiers, Collins S
Stamm, Rev. Martin
Stanford, George Wilson
Stanley, P. E
Stanton, James P
Staples, Frank M
Starbuck. Henry F
Stauber, Frank A
Stauber (Frank A.) & Co
Stearns, Marcus Cictro
Steele. Edward J..
Steen Brothers
.
Steen, Julius W
Steen, Mathias II
Stein, Louis
-Stein (Louis) & Co
Stcinmetz, Conrad
Steinmelz & Eilenbcrger.
Stephens, John
Stern, Max
Stevens, William C
Stevenson, William C
Stone, George F
Stone, Jason I)
Stone, Melville E
Stone, Rensselaer
Storey, J. B
Stowell, James Herbert
Stratton, Charles J
Straus, Simeon...
Streckfuss, Rev. John Adam
Street, Richard
Strippelman, William
Strong, Charles E
Strong, William F;
Stuart, Edward Chatfield
Stuart, James E
Stuart, Lewis
Studebaker Brothers
Sturges, George
Sturgis, McAllister & Co
Sturm, Adolph..
Sturtevant, Edwin
Sullivan, Hennis J
Sullivan, James Bernard
Sullivan, Mark..
Sullivan, Michael Joseph
Sullivan, William K
Sutton, John

762
548
746
35'
47°
149
706
277
746
586
440
35>
708
550
47©
752
197
541
77
79
78
78
369
482
876
469*
87
84
84
360
738
754
162
452
5°5
478
557
819
182
451
114
678
72
485
485
854
114
747
747
747
723
723
81
81
241
685
424
163
316
389
701
565
750
514
345
274
820
345
70
708
379
687
707
Si 8
743
44°
338
739
90
427
99
329
99
7°4
9°
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Biographical Mention —
Swasey, James Atwood
Swartz, Josiah
Sweet, Albert L
Sweet, George
Sweet, J. W
Swezey, Matthew 15
Swift, Lemuel J
Swinborne, Charles C
Tabberner, William Walter
Tabor, Mervin
Tagert, Adelbert Hugh .
Talbot, Eugene S
Talbott, E. H
Tansill, R. W
Tapper, George
Tarnow, Charles
Tarrant, Robert
Taylor, John Lu
Taylor, S. G
Taylor, William A
Taylor, William Henry
Temple, William Chase
Tennis, John C
Tennis, Orestus Ii.
Tennis (O. B.)& Co
Terry Clock Company
Terry, Franklin Silas
Thacher, Chester 1
Thacher, John M
1
Thatcher, Augustus T
Thayer, Charles II
Thayer, John II
Thomas, Rev. Hiram W
Thomas (Seth) Clock Company
Thomasson. Nelson.
Thometz, John James
Thompson, Corwin C
Thompson (C. C.) & Walkup Co...
Thompson, John Howland.
Thompson, Merrit Walter
Thompson. W. A
Thorn, William Henry
Thorn Wire Hedge Company
Thornton, Charles S
'Thorson, Soren I)
.Thurber, Winfield S
Tiffany, Henry Stanton
Tighe,' Rev. Denis Aloysius
Tipple, George
Tipple & Coleman
Tobey, Charles
Tobey, Frank B
Tolman, Samuel A
Tomlins, William I
Tomlinson & Carseley
Tompkins, William Franklin
Toomey, Rev. Daniel B
Torrence, Joseph Thatcher
Tourtellotte, F. W
Tower, Calvin David
Towle, Henry S
Townsend, Frederick B.
Townsend, J. P
Trainor. Peter
Treat, Robert Byron.
Trein, Charles
Trimen, John W
Tripp, Charles
Tripp. Dwight K
Troy Stove Works
Truax, Charles
Truax (Charles) & Co
Trumbull, R. H
Trusdell, Rev. Charles G
Tuerk. Charles E
Tully, Thomas
Tully, T. & J. D
Tuohv, James W
Tuttle, Frederick
Turner, Laurin Hilliard
Turner & Ray
Turner, William Harbron
Tustin, Thomas
-Tuthill, Richard S
Tyler, W. II
4
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Page
Page
Page
Biographical Mention —
Biographical Mention —
543
Uhlendorf, Bodo
549
Wheeler, Calvin T
439
33°
Uihlien, Edward G
580
Wheeler, F'rancis T
754
388
Ullman, Joseph
342
Wheeler, Gregory & Co
304
637
Uni«n Paper Bag and Paper Co. . - 754
Wheeler, Harris A
621
689
Union Steam Boiler Works
486
Wheeler, J. F
3°4
82
United States Boiler Works
487
Wheeler, Newton Calvin
275
186
Upman, Frank..
357
Wheelock, Otis Leonard
69
• Utter, Rev. David
825
441
Whipple, Henry
174
221
Valin. Honore Dieudonne
530
White, Alexander
758
47"
Van Buren, Barent
55°
White, Alexander, Jr
457
511
Vancleave, James R. B
562
White, Charles J
248
508
Van Osdel, John M., 2d
70
White, James E
560
7°8
Vanderkloot, Adrian
482
White, William B
49/1
582
Vankerkloot, Marinus
482
Whiteford, James Crawford
54S
8g
Vanderpoel, J. H
421
Whiteside, Thomas C
267
74 1
Van Dervoort, Alexander B
364
Whitlock, Charles
597
489
Van Pelt, John E
869
Whyte, Harry D
492
285
Van Schaak, Henry C
679
Whyte, William H...
492
5°2
Van Schaick, Anthony G
380
Whyte (W. H.) Machine Works. .. 492
703
Velie, Jacob W
43°
Wicker, CM
--- 233
509
Venn, Charles
509
Wickersham, Charles 1
589
599
Vergho, Charles
755
Wickes, Thomas H
231
725
Vergho, Ruhling &. Co
755
Wilce, E. P
382
725
Vierling, F'rank C
449
Wilce (E. P.)&Co
382
725
Vivian, Thomas
747
Wilce, Thomas
382
752
Vopicka & Kubin
185
Wilce (T.) & Co
382
599
Wachter, Henry
507
Wilcox, George G
371
542
Wilcox, Sextus Newell
371
Wacker & Birk
577
275
Wacker, Charles H
578
Wilcox (S. N.) Lumber Company.. 371
387
Wacker, Frederick
578
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RE-BUILDING OF CHICAGO.

History, in any worthy sense of the term, should be
more than a bare statement of facts — of dates and
names and numbers and events. It should ask the
deeper questions as to why things have come to pass?
And it should also give some reason for the order and
the manner of their appearing.
The re-building of Chicago is an accomplished fact;
and to give the number of laborers employed and the
material required, and the time occupied in that great
work, might be interesting as details; but it would offer
no explanation of the causes that led up to, and made
possible so great a result. And when one asks for
these, he is led to ask still another question, and that is
what were the causes that led to the building of the
first Chicago? In the answer to these will be found
most of the reasons for the re-building.
Why, then, was there, and is there, a Chicago ? It is
not a sufficient explanation to say. that the early settlers
were men of foresight and energy. That they were
such may be cheerfully admitted; but any power of
foreseeing, however large, would have been of but
little value had there not been a something to be seen;
and energy, however great and tireless, could have
accomplished no such wonderful results had there not
been the pre-existent conditions for its successful exer
tion. The world abounds with men of prevision,
of will-power and strength; but cities can be founded
and built up only where nature, by supplying the neces
sary conditions, has made their existence possible.
Any one studying the general geography, the physical
structure and outlines of our continent, may see that in
the nature of things its great cities and its special and
mixed characters of population and industries have
been the result of natural surroundings, rather than of
the will or choosing' of the people. A continent lying
between two oceans and with a vast sea-coast would
naturally have sea-coast cities, and the forms of indus
tries and commerce and the kind of a population neces
sary to all these manifold forms of business and labor:
One, studying the great mountain ranges of our coun
try, with their wealth of coal and iron and precious
metals, must see that these conditions will call for the
corresponding forms of business and social develop
ment. And so, the long rivers and the great valleys of
our country invite every form of agriculture; and the
vast forests attract the lumber interests; and the upland
prairies, less suited to farming, become the great cattleranges and the home of the herdsmen.
And with these suggestions before us we may begin
to see the great cities and the vast industries and the
increasing population of our country, all taking shape,
not by accident, nor as arbitrarily determined by men,
but in accordance with the plans and the ordination of
nature. It was not the fact of the Dutch landing
at New York, that made that great city, but the greater
fact of the East and the Hudson River and the Long
Island Sound forming a natural harbor, and thus inviting
the ships and the commerce of two continents. Nor
did William Penn, nor Lord Baltimore, nor the French,

cause Philadelphia and Baltimore and New Orleans to
take their places; nor did the Puritans build Boston.
Nature located all these splendid cities long before the
feet of the white man had touched our shores. It is
true that our civilization and the character of the people
have been the great factors in the growth and develop
ment of these cities, but a power higher than man, and a
wisdom beyond that of the civil engineer, determined
their location; and the same is true of San Francisco,
the leading city of California. That State, for nearly a
thousand miles, lies along the Pacific coast, and its
mountain ranges are so disposed as to form, of its one
hundred and sixty thousand square miles, a basin
whose largest diameter is from north to south, and this,
by its natural drainage system, forms the two great
rivers, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, which
receive the waters from the mountain streams and carry
them to an inland sea, the Bay of San Francisco, and
Thence, by the Golden Gate, to the Pacific. And thus,
long before the soldiers of Cortez landed in Mexico,
nature had determined the location of San Francisco.
From these general observations it should now
appear evident that certain things must occur along the
great line between the East and the West. As civiliza
tion pressed back the savage life there would come to
be a great highway between the two oceans. This
might be determined by water-courses or the best
routes for constructing railways, or other conditions.
And here come in also the influences of climate and
production upon the number and character of a popu
lation. But without entering at length upon this large
question, it may be sufficient for our present purpose to
state the general fact, that the great historic move
ments of our world have been along the belt lying
between the 30th and the 50th degrees of latitude
north; and that the greater activities have been upon
the northern half of the latitudes named. This may be
accounted for on the ground of the more even balance
between the winters and the summers, the less enervat
ing effects of a colder climate, and the wider range of
industries and the greater needs of life. All these
combine to produce and develop a healthy industrious
and progressive people.
A line drawn directly east from New York leads to
Gibraltar; but owing to the effect of the warmer ocean
currents, the temperature that would equal that of New
York is found ten or more degrees further north; and
with it the greater industry and progress of the coun
tries of Europe, and there is still another fact to be
considered in reference to the natural water communi
cation of our country. The Mississippi, with its tribu
taries, the Missouri and the Ohio rivers, is the one
great outlet to the South of that wonderful valley lying
between the Allegheny and the Rocky mountains. The
Northern water-way to the Atlantic is by the great
chain of lakes and the St. Lawrence River. The head
of Lake Michigan is the head of this vast water com
munication, and is on an almost direct line between
New York and San Francisco; also, in the line and
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region of the largest and most general productiveness
of our country and of the greatest activity of our
people.
And now, when these facts are considered, it will be
seen that Chicago is in the direct line of communication
between London and New York, and between New York
and our other great Eastern cities and San Francisco.
And hence Chicago is directly on the line of the great Na
tional highway between the two oceans that bound our
country on the East and the West. And hence nature
located Chicago; and in the plan of a continental
development nature settled the question long before
the ships of Columbus set sail, that here there should
be a great city.
Having said these things, we have given a suggestive
answer as to why the first Chicago came to be. It came
as a natural and a necessary part of the development of
the country. There may be, and there are, other lines
of communication between the two oceans; but in the
nature of things, that by Chicago is, and must be, the
greatest. And what nature decreed, man has come
along to fulfill. The beginnings of Chicago were neces
sarily small; and no one, fifty years ago, even dreamed
of what was soon to be. Nor did any one at that time
imagine what was to be the wonderful growth of the
great Northwest. The city naturally kept pace in its
growth with the growth of the country. In 1837,
there was a population of only four thousand one hun
dred and seventy; and in 1850, only twenty. nine thou
sand nine hundred and sixty-three; and ten years later
it numbered but one hundred and nine thousand two
hundred and six.
In 1870, or a year before the city was burned, the pop
ulation had increased to three hundred and six thousand
six hundred and five. And when we consider the rela
tive growth of the country in these years, and what the
growth of the city meant in the way of business and in
the increase of railroad and lake commerce, and the
large amount of money and labor and the number of
public buildings required to handle all this commerce,
and transact this vast business, we must perceive that
the burning of the city, whilst it must affect outlying
interests, could not destroy the conditions that called it
into existence, and upon which it depended. The
location was left, and the ruins of what had been were
on the line of the Nation's great highway; and not only
this, the lake was here, and the twenty miles of dockage
along the river were not destroyed. The three hundred
thousand people were here; and the eighteen great
trunk lines of railroads, with their nearly ten thousand
miles of direct connection, were not destroyed. The
country was all around us; its sympathies were aroused
and help came; and the energy that had helped build
the city, though almost paralyzed for a time, quickly
recovered and stood undismayed in presence of a loss
so great, and faced resolutely the larger task of the
years of hard struggle that would be required to make
good what, on that one terrible night, had been swept
away.
VVe can form some conception of the extent of the
buildings and the property destroyed by the number of
acres burned over, which were— on the West Side,
one hundred and ninety-four acres; South Side, four
hundred and sixty acres; North Side, one thousand
four hundred and seventy acres; making a total area of
two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres,
or nearly three and a half square miles, being about
four miles in length and from one to one and a half
miles in width. The number of buildings destroyed
was seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty; and

nearly one hundred thousand persons were left home
less. The custom-house, the court house, the postoffice, the chamber of commerce, the hotels, the depots,
many churches and the great business blocks, the
banks, the theaters, and the newspaper offices, all went
down together in the awful conflagration. Some further
idea may be formed from the statement that seventythree miles of street frontage were burned, and the
total loss of property could not have been less than
$200,000,000.
The first thought of all was, the relief of the suffer
ing; and through the generous donations of the people
of almost every land — amounting in all to nearly
$5,000,000, and by a system of distribution soon set in
motion, this immediate necessity was met. And then
came the first thoughts of re-building. It was a dreary
waste of tottering walls and smouldering ruins to look
upon, and enough to almost discourage the stoutest
heart. But courage revived, and soon — before the
embers were cold — hundreds of men began to venture
around where had stood their stores and offices, and to
search for safes, books and papers.
Then they began to prepare temporary quarters; but
all this time the thought of a permanent and speedy
re-building, as an imperative necessity, was present
to every mind. All felt, all knew, and all said, the city
must be re-built. The vast railroad, and lake and com
mercial interests of such a great business center de
manded it; the generous confidence of the capitalists of
the Eastern cities gave assurance of help in so costly an
undertaking. Delay was impossible. Every great busi
ness interest must in some way be set in motion.
How vast these interests were may be approximately
estimated by a special reference to some of the more
important. The estimate of these, for the year 1873,
aggregated a total of $180,000,000; and when it is
remembered that the grain, meat and lumber markets of
Chicago are, and even then were, the largest in the
world, it will be seen that the speedy re- building of
Chicago was a commercial necessity. This vast busi
ness, in which the railroads and the lake commerce and
the whole country were interested, could not be aban
doned ; nor could it in any large sense be diverted. It
had to be continued, and it had to be carried on, in, and
through, Chicago; and had the entire city been de
stroyed and all the inhabitants burned up, a new
city must have soon arisen, and other people have come
to fill its streets and carry on its work.
When it is said that the largest grain, meat and lumber
markets in the world were a part of the vast business
of Chicago at the time of the fire, it must not be
supposed that these forms of business meant no more
than the handling of such products on their way for
distribution and consumption in other and smaller cities
and towns. It is true that for a large amount of grain
and lumber and great numbers of cattle, Chicago is
a wholesale market; but this, of itself, represents but a
small part of the business and labor that these lines of
commerce bring to the city. Chicago was and is avast
manufacturing center.
That this is, and must be so, will appear evident
from the consideration of a few facts. In the State of
Illinois there are over thirty thousand square miles
of coal, and the richest mines thereof are not distant
from the city, and many of them are on the direct lines
of the great railways, and the others are easily reached
by branch lines. The lakes afford ready and cheap
communication with the vast lumber regions of Wis
consin and Michigan, and also the iron and copper and
red-stone districts of Lake Superior. And hence in
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the nature of things, Chicago had become a center
of large and varied manufacturing interests. The lum
ber brought here was dried and dressed for flooring
and sidings and made ready for use in building before
it was shipped to other points. There were also many
large establishments for making doors and sa§h and
blinds; and others still were heavily engaged in the
manufacture of every line and quality of furniture, and
organs and pianos. The great slaughter-houses were
extensively engaged in packing and curing meats; and
not only were the hides tanned here, but even at
that time Chicago was largely engaged in the manu
facture of boots and shoes; and as one result of the
energy of the people in the speedy and grand re-build
ing of the city, this form of industry has so increased
that Chicago is to-day the largest boot and shoe manu
facturing center on the continent. And naturally, too,
the cheap water connections made this a center of iron
manufactories for engines and steel rails and carwheels and reapers and mowers, and every kind of
machinery needed for the farms, the shops, the rail
roads, and the steamers upon the lakes.
All these many manufacturing industries were present
and pressing reasons for the re-building of the city;
and not alone for foundries and shops, but for houses to
shelter the many thousands of laborers required to do
the work. We sometimes wonder, in looking at the
crowds of people who fill the streets and the cars in the
morning and evening hours, where they come from,
where they go, where and how they live, and what thev
all can find to do. The explanation is found by the
barest allusion to the vast and many forms of business
and labor that enter into the life of a great city. Such
was Chicago when the fire occurred; and all these were
imperative reasons for its immediate re-building.
But it was not the fact of necessity alone that
aroused the energetic people of Chicago for their
great task. They were inspired by a large hope for the
future greatness of their city. In the midst of their
present desolation and distress, they saw that in the
longer view of things these calamities, however dis
couraging, were but passing incidents in its larger life;
that the "great fire" would soon be a thing of the
past, whilst the re-built city must be the glory of the
future. And as hope and courage revived, the new Chi
cago rose in beauty to the imagination while yet only
the black and smoking ruins marked the site of the old.
Led on by such visions, speculations and reasonings as
to the possible future of such a city were heard on
every hand.
It may be confessed that such hopeful boastings
as to the possible future of Chicago were not wholly
unknown or strange before the fire; and hence such
talk was not entirely new. But it seemed to have a
new meaning ami to serve a most valuable purpose. It
was this hopefulness, this expectation and pride over a
city yet to be, that saved the people from the great
mistake of re-building upon a small and cheap plan. At
first, indeed, the re-building of some of what are now
our noblest structures, was projected upon a plan that
would have been wholly unworthy of the names they
bear and the proud and prominent places they occupy.
In the haste and discouragement, the first plan of
the Tribune building, now one of the finest in the city,
was poor and cheap; and the same is true of many
others as at first planned. But the business men were
much together in those days of a common loss; they
talked together; they reasoned as to what was best
to do; and the result was that one encouraged the
other; and one, hearing of the enlarged plans of his

neighbor, was led to improve his own. And in this way
the feeling was soon common that the new city must be
upon a plan far more substantial and elegant than had
been the old. The result was, that only one building
of any size, — that on the corner of Clark and Wash
ington streets, was put up cheaply; and that has been
torn down to give place to the fine Chicago Operahouse block. Had not this better judgment prevailed,
our city would have been filled with cheap and insecure
buildings, and the work of tearing down and re-build
ing would not yet have been half done. But instead ol
this, the great business streets present an appearance
that is uniform, beautiful, imposing, and even grand.
Among the many questions discussed — for, in those
exciting days, everybody was talking, — one of the
most common was, the time that would be required to
re-build the city. Some said that fifteen years would not
see Chicago what it was before the fire; others, more
hopeful, said ten years, and the most sanguine did not
dare place the time at less than five years.
Well, the work was begun. Out of the $5,000,000
contributed for relief, soon temporary homes were pro
vided for forty thousand people, and workmen were
supplied with tools. Learning from experience, the fire
limits, forbiddingthe erection of wooden buildings, were
extended, not only over the area where the fire had
raged, but in some directions far beyond. And then
began the work of clearing away the ruins, drawing
plans and laying foundations for hotels, theaters, busi
ness blocks and dwellings of brick, iron and stone.
Architects were busy perfecting drawings, contractors
were busy collecting material, and mechanics of all
kinds found ready employment at good wages. Thou
sands of workmen came from other cities and from the
country, anil, though it was now winter, the streets were
filled with busy men and with teams, and the whole
scene became one of inspiring activity.
But it is not possible for those who saw the city
burned; and saw it re-built, to describe the scene so as
to make it appear real to others. Indeed, they can not
make it real to themselves, for both the burning and the
re-building were so far out of and beyond all the ordi
nary experiences of life, that the effect was in a sense
overpowering, and the feelings were more like a dream,
or when looking at a panorama, than those of actual
life. Of course, all knew and felt that the events were
terribly real; but they transcended comprehension —
were too large to grasp; and then, the mind becoming
accustomed to that from which it could not turn away,
adapted itself to its new and strange surroundings.
It is no unusual thing to see a dwelling or a
block burned ; but how must one feel to look upon
a vast, raging and uncontrollable storm and sea of fire,
sweeping on from ten o'clock at night till morning, and
then sweeping on till noon and till night, consuming
over seventeen thousand houses, rendering a hundred
thousand people homeless, and then stopping, only
because there was nothing more in its path to be
destroyed ? It is common to see ten or a dozen or fifty
houses rising at once; but when one looks upon, not a
dozen or fifty, but upon ten thousand houses rising and
ten times that number of busy workmen coming and
going, and listens to the noise of countless saws and
hammers and chisels and axes and planes, he is
bewildered.
And thus it was in the burning and the re-building
of Chicago. Those who witnessed the scenes marvel
that they were or could have been. And in this state of
wonder and excitement, thousands who had hardly
known hardship before found themselves pushed out
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into the struggle, and came to know how much they
could bear and do, and many who were invalids, and
some who had abandoned hope of recovery, found they
had a reserve power of vitality, and, this being aroused,
went to work for themselves or others. And whilst
many may have suffered in health from exposure and
hardships, not a few gladly confess that to the thrilling
experiences and the continual excitement of those
years, they are indebted for the lengthened existence
they still enjoy.
That which some had said would require twenty or
ten years to accomplish, was achieved in three years. A
city that had been over thirty years in building, had
been destroyed in a day and a night. In three years
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ble explanation of its re building. This is now an
accomplished fact; and it is not only something of
which Chicago may be justly proud, it is a pride and an
honor to the country in which such a marvelous achieve
ment is possible.
And now, having back of us, and beneath us, the
explanation of both the building and the re-building of
such a city, we are at the best point of observation to
forecast the further out-workings of these conditions
and causes in the possibilities and probabilities of its
growth and greatness in the future. And it is from
such standpoints of observation only, that speculations
as to what may be can have the credit and weight of
being rational. But once in the line of natural causes,
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more it had arisen from the ashes; only here and there
was left a vacant lot or stood a broken wall, and
over the wide and long way where had swept the
stream of fire, now were miles of streets and blocks,
which, for beauty, for commodiousness, for adaptation
to business purposes, are not surpassed by any city in
America, if in the world.
Less than fifteen years have passed since the great
fire, and yet it has become a thing of the past; is -not
often referred to, or even thought of by those who
saw it. The re-building, and the new and enlarged life
of the city, are more than enough to fill their minds.
The great lines of business that were hindered for
a short time have now better accommodations by far
than ever before. The facts of the quick re-building of
the city, and of the regaining of lost fortunes are evi
dences, not only of the unconquerable energy and per
sistency of the people of Chicago, but evidences also of
the boundless resources and wealth of the growing
country on whose great National highway the city
stands.
If the data and reasonings from which we sought to
find the explanation of the building of Chicago are
correct, then, in finding these, we found the best possi-

the rational probabilities based upon such abiding con
ditions may become a reliable basis for both belief and
action.
Since the fire, the population of Chicago has more
than doubled; from three hundred thousand the city has
grown to not less than seven hundred thousand, and the
amount of building and the increase of business have
naturally been in the same general ratio.
And now, look at some other facts bearing upon the
same line, but to which reference has not yet been
made. In approximating facts, we may say that one
hundred years ago our country had a population of
three millions, or about three persons to each square
mile. Now we have a population of fifty millions, but
still less than twenty to the square mile. And when we
compare these facts with the crowded conditions of the
old world, we are in a position to account for, and
to explain, the vast increase of population in our own
land through immigration. England and Wales have
three hundred and eighty-nine to the square mile;
France one hundred and fifty; Germany one hundred
and ninety-three; Scotland one hundred and nine;
Ireland one hundred and sixty-nine; and little Belgium
has four hundred and fifty to the square mile. The
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law of equalization must tend to reduce the population
of these over-crowded countries, by bringing their peo
ple by thousands and millions to our own shores. In
the last thirty years the emigration to this land has
averaged over two million five hundred thousand every
nine years. If the increase of population in our coun
try continues in the ratio of the past — and there is no
reason to think that it will not, — in fifteen years, or in
the year 1900, it will have reached not less than eighty
million souls.
And all this argues the continued and rapid growth
of Chicago. Situated as this city is, it is not a question
of what we might desire one way or the other; it is a
question of what in the nature of things has to be.
The city must, as a necessity, keep up with the growth
of the country both in numbers and in business. And,
for the reasons before mentioned,—that we are on the
great National highway; at the head of the vast system
of water-ways through the lakes; and on the natural
and increasing lines of the great railroads, and in
the center of what is undoubtedly the most productive
country on earth.
Naturally, there is a line of cities along the Atlantic
coast, and naturally a line of cities west of the Alleghenies, as Buffalo, Cleveland and Pittsburgh; and naturally
two such cities as Cincinnati and St. Louis on the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers. But Chicago, lying west and
north of these, and at the head of the lakes and on the
direct line of the Nation's travel and commerce, has a
position of her own, and from no fault of these other
cities, but from the advantage and the necessities
of such a position, leaves them all far behind in her
rapid growth. And in the natural order of the develop
ment and business of the country several other cities
have sprung up in a line or circle of four or five
hundred miles from Chicago, still further west; as
Kansas City, Omaha, St. Paul and Minneapolis. The
positions of- these are such as to justify, and even
demand, a much larger growth than of those along
the Mississippi. New York lies at the Eastern, and
San Francisco at the Western, terminus of our great
trans-continental travel and commerce, and Chicago,
lying between, is helped by both, and is naturally
the great mid-way center of manufacturing, merchan
dising, and general production and distribution. And it
is not difficult to foresee that this great valley lying
between the Allegheny and the Rocky Mountains is
destined to become the dominant, the controlling,
power in the nation that promises to be the. greatest the
world has ever seen. The principal countries of Europe
could all be put down in this great valley, and it could
feed and clothe all their many millions of people.
America is destined to outnumber and lead all the
nations of the earth; this great valley is and must
be the central and ruling power of the nation, and Chi
cago will, and must, by natural causes, be the chief
city of this valley, and hence the largest in population,
and the most important and commanding in point
of influence and power upon the national welfare.
It is not the purpose of this article to moralize; but
one can hardly help asking what the future of Chicago
and the millions of this vast surrounding country will
be, in point of intelligence and the moral qualities that
alone can make a Republican government secure. It
can not be denied that the lower elements of the old
world are crowding to our shores. The country is yet
new, and room abundant; but can we stand the pressure
when it becomes thickly populated ? It is estimated
that by 1890 our population will contain forty-three
million foreigners; and that twenty-five millions of

these will be in the Great West. The significance
of such facts and suggestions is felt in Chicago to-day.
The hopeful feature is in the encouraging fact that
so many of our foreign population are industrious and
are acquiring property, and thereby possess a personal
interest in the public welfare. Our next great hope is
in the power of our public schools to enlighten and to
Americanize.
In this survey of the re-building of Chicago, we
have considered the external conditions that made such
a fact possible, and have followed out these natural
causes in the line of their suggestiveness as to the
rationally probable future of Chicago and of the coun
try. But it is pleasant to note the less observed, but
more significant, fact, that man, as a builder, works not
alone from external conditions and bodily needs, but
whilst building of wood and stone, he is revealing the
power and glory of his mind. He objectises mental
and spiritual ideals and affections. The vast structures
that rose up under his human touch were not alone for
purposes of business, but came to embody and shelter
the love of home and family, and learning, and religion.
By the side of the great business blocks have arisen the
school-house and the church; and in the re-built homes
are found again the old altais of love and the memories
and hopes that the fire could not burn.
And thus we come at last to the fact that the build
ing and the re-building of Chicago were not the results
alone of its location and the surrounding conditions
that made possible the existence of a great city. These
were essential as conditions; but as such they had been
present through all the unrecorded centuries, during
which many forms of the varying uncivilized life of
different tribes of Indians had come and gone. But in
all those long ages there was no mind sufficiently
enlightened to perceive these advantages; there was not
a civilization that could utilize them. All this vast
preparation of nature was to the savage mind but a
camping-ground; and the wide prairies and great lakes
and forests offered no wealth beyond their abundant
supply of game and wild grasses and fruits.
To utilize these conditions of a higher produc
tiveness and other and larger forms of wealth, there was
needed the inventive and creative brain and hand of
intelligence. For this nature waited; and with the
white man it came. In his mind and heart were the
thoughts and ideals and inspirations of all that was to
be; and finding here the necessary conditions for their
realization, the ideals were soon translated into the
grand and imposing forms of the actual. But in all
this, the possibilities of such realization and the inspi
rations of which they were actualized, were hid away in
the mind and heart. And thus the glory of man as a
builder in our world is not alone in the cities and tem
ples that he causes to rise, but in the great thoughts
and noble sentiments of which these are the material
expressions. Thus, the sentiments of patriotism build
the capital and the protecting fortresses of a country,
and over these lift up a flag. The love of fireside and
learning and religion builds the home and the school
and the church; and in all these, man reveals, not alone
his thought of the useful, but his ideal of the beautiful
and the good.
And thus, the re-built Chicago will stand as a monu
ment, not alone of the courage, the energy, the strength,
the acquisitiveness and world-wisdom of the men and
women who in three years accomplished that almost
incredible task, but a monument also of their intelli
gence and morality and all the noble sentiments by
which they were inspired in so great a work.
H. W. THOMAS.
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WORK COMMENCED.
The conflagration of 187 1 marked the third epoch
in the history of Chicago. While to many who read of
it, as well as to thousands of eye-witnesses, the disaster
seemed an omen of the city's ruin, it yet contained the
elements of a growth hitherto scarcely dreamed of,
through which both society and business should be re
organized on a broader and more enduring basis. As
the new structures which were to arise should be more
adequate to the transactions of a vast and growing com
merce, so the life of the city, rudely shaken from the
moorings of the past, was to become more cosmopolitan.
The new associations enforced by the exigencies of the
winter succeeding the fire,—the mingling of all creeds
and nations in the humane work which the disaster «ntailed,—were to break up cliques and coteries ; to give a
freer scope to her life, —a wider range to her sympathies;
to found that new Chicago, whose strong pulsations
and conscious vitality should be but faintly exemplified
in the trade palaces which became their outward mani
festation.
But of the future there was little portent, as, stand
ing amid the ruins of a square mile of business edifices
and extensive factories, which but yesterday had been
alive with the bustle of trade, the eye swept over a
dreary waste of three more square miles, strewn with
ashes, cinders and dismantled walls, among which were
scattered the charred remains of human victims. The
appalling fury of the flames, which destroyed alike busy
mart, palatial residence, and hovel, had swept away the
accumulations of years; and with an absolute lack of
money, a belief that the contents of safes and vaults would
prove worthless, and little probabilty of realizing any
substantial return from insurance policies,—there seemed
slight prospect or repairing shattered fortunes, re-plac
ing desolated homes, or restoring the city to her former
pre-eminence.
/ With a hundred thousand people shelterless, a lack
/of water, and a scarcity of food, and a partial panic,
j induced by the rumor that thieves from other cities had
flocked by scores to Chicago,—the existence of a feeling
of gloom and despondency would not have been surpris
ing. Nor were there wanting fanatics who saw in the
flames only the wrathful judgments of an offended Deity.
To such, a fitting answer was returned- by Rev. Robert
Collyer, as, standing among the ruins of Unity Church,
he addressed his congregation from one of the dis
mantled capitals of its pillars, on the Sunday morning
succeeding the fire:
" I have heard not a little speculation about the moral signifi
cance of our great calamity, and men who meant better have unwit
tingly accused God of a great wickedness, when they have intimated
that it was a judgment of Heaven because of the ungodliness of our
city. First of all, judgments of Heaven are not retrospective, but al
ways prospective ; that is, thev are never of the backward glance,
but always of the forward. * * * * Clod's way is otherwise.
He disciplines without destroying, and builds up without pulling
down. No such punishment could possibly do any good if it were
only received as a willful infliction of the rod of Heaven. Second.
Then there was no reason why Chicago should have been made an
example for the rest of the world Of course, we were a people of
great worldliness and sellishness, of great boasting and parade ;
but certainly no city in the Christian world has ever done more, ac
cording to its means, for schools, churches, and charities. * *
Third. We have been strikingly short-sighted in the boundaries of
our fire limits, in permitting so many, or any, wooden buildings
within the limits of the city, and to-day the fire limits should be the
city limits. We have given full sway to drinking, gambling, and
licentious houses, and have, by our moral laxity, invited to the
city, and harbored in it, a criminal population almost equal to that
of London, which is the worst on the face of the earth. We have
done less to reform this very population, when in our power, than
almost any other city. * * * * We have drifted, too, into
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the hands of a set of tricky politicians, » * » * anc) the only
recognized aristocracy of the city is a set of ignorant and recently
enriched social swells and snobs."
In the same sermon, Mr. Collyer said :
" What is lost ? First. Our homes. Thousands of families
are homeless and penniless. Second. Our business. This is tem
porary. Third. Our money. This is a great misfortune, but one
which we can repair. We have not lost—First. Our geography.
Nature called the lakes, the forest, the prairies together in conven
tion long before we were born, and they decided that on this spot
a great city should be built—the railroads and energetic men have
aided to fulfill the prophecy. Second. We have not lost our men
—noble, generous, and of genius. Third. We have not lost our
hope. The city is to be at once re-built, and ' the glory of the lat
ter house shall be greater than that of the former. '
These words, and others of like import from the
clergy and the press, formulated sentiments which were
more or less distinctly impressed 011 the heart of every
one who was vitally interested in the city's welfare,
while they served to arouse flagging courage ; and be
fore the ashes of the smouldering ruins were fairly cool,
Chicago's inherent vitality and buoyancy of spirit had
re-asserted themselves.
Of the aid extended to Chicago in her distress, little
can be added to what has many times been written.
The story of the charity that forgot all rivalry save
emulation in deeds of kindness ; that knew no geo
graphical lines ; that recognized no differences of race
or creed,—belongs not alone to those benefited, but to
the world. It has been well said, that there was no one
of the United States in which some cinder from the
Chicago fire had not kindled a flame of sympathy ; and
although it may be possible to compute the commercial
value of the donations to the suffering city, the worth
of the unstinted charity which the calamity evoked can
not be estimated.
A history of the early measures taken for the relief
of the sufferers was given, in considerable detail, in the
second volume of this work ; but some noteworthy cor
porate and individual subscriptions may be specified, in
addition to the account there given :
A. T. Stewart, of New York, $50,000 ; City of Brooklyn,
$100,000 ; New York Stock Exchange, $50,000 ; District of Colum
bia, $100,000 ; Rochester, N.Y., $70,000 ; Buffalo, N.Y., $100,000:
City of Baltimore, $100,000; Robert Bonner, New York, $10,000;
Peoria, $75,000 ; Worcester, $50,000; Indianapolis, $75,000 ; Cin
cinnati, $200,000 ; St. Louis, $300,000 ; Memphis, $40,000; NewYork Cold Room, $7,000 ; New York Produce Exchange, $5,000 ;
New York Corn Exchange, $28,000 ; New York Board of Trade,
$13,000; A. Belmont, Brown Brothers, Jesup&Co., and Duncan,
Sherman & Co., $5,000 each ; Fisk & Hall, $10,000 ; W. W. Cor
coran, Washington, $3,000 ; President Grant, $1,000 ; Philadelphia
Commercial Exchange, $10,000; Troy (N. Y.) Board of Trade,
$10,000; London, Canada, $5,000; Hamilton, Canada, $5,000; Mont
real, $20,000; Toronto, $10,000; Springfield, Mass., $15,000;
Pittsfield, $5,000; City of Albany, $12,000; Albany (N. Y.) Lum
ber Board, $6,000; Elmira, N. Y., $10,000; Syracuse, N. Y.,
$31,000; Niagara Falls, $10,000 ; Spragues, of Providence, R. I.,
$10,000 ; New York dry goods houses, $20,000 ; Lawrence, Kas. ,
$13,000; Kansas City, $26,000; J. S. Morgan & Co., of London,
$5,000; Dayton, O., $20,000; Berkeley Street, Boston, $10,000 ;
Boston Hide & Leather Exchange, $10,000; Tennessee Legisla
ture, $5,000; Evansville, Ind., $16,000.
. The foregoing are but specimens of the fruits of
that practical sympathy which found its expression in
generous works of mercy. From every quarter of
America and of the world came the needed aid, the
receipts for the first three months being $4,200,000.
Among the munificent offerings from foreign coun
tries, the Common Council of London unanimously
voted 1,000 guineas, accompanying the gift with resolu
tions of sympathy. Contributions from private citizens,
aggregating ^7!000i were a'so received. Baring, Mor
gan, Rothschild, Brown, Shipley & Co., of London, the
Great Western Railroad, of Canada, and the Grand
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Trunk Railroad, subscribed _^i,ooo each. The Liver
pool Chamber of Commerce voted ^"5,000, and the
American Chamber contributed $13,000. Mass meet
ings, to secure further aid, were held all over England.
A meeting to organize relief was promptly and unani
mously called by the Edinburgh Chamber of Com
merce. At Berlin, a subscription list for the relief fund
was opened, being headed by the Chief of Police ;■ and
the leading banks and merchants of Frankfort-on-theMain took an active interest in securing subscriptions.
As already intimated, very few hoped to realize any
substantial return from policies of insurance. Business
foresight early perceived that many companies must
succumb to the unparalleled drain upon their resources ;
and even the most sanguine anticipated the payment of
but a small proportion of the amount guaranteed by the
policies.
The bankruptcy of the Chicago companies
was conceded by common consent, and comparatively
few were 'found who hoped that the other companies
would not repudiate their indebtedness. Before three
days had expired, however, re-assuring messages were
received from foreign companies, stating that losses
would be paid in full. Time demonstrated the falsity
of many of these promises, but their effect was to keep
up the courage of many, who would otherwise have
been, utterly disheartened.
The following extracts from the inaugural message of
Hon. Joseph Medill, the first mayor of the city subse
quent to the conflagration, show the result of the great
fire upon the interests of the municipality:
"Of the total property in Chicago created by labor and capi
tal, existing on the 8th of October, more than half perished on the
9th. The money value of the property thus suddenly annihilated,
it is impossible accurately to ascertain, but it can hardly fall short
of §t 50, exx), 000. a comparatively small part of which will be reim
bursed by the insurance companies. Such a tremendous loss can
not befall the people at large without seriously affecting their muni
cipal affairs. The city as a corporation has lost its property anil in
come, precisely as have individuals in the aggregate. The munici
pal government has no income except what it derives from the
citizens of Chicago in the form of taxes, licenses and rents, or ob
tains on their credit. To the extent that their property and busi
ness are diminished by the terrible misfortune that has smitten them,
so is the revenue of the city diminished; as our citizens are retrench
ing expenses to meet the exigencies and keep within their means, so
must the municipal government do likewise.
" Heavy as the blow has been that has struck us, I am not dis
couraged. Our municipal losses, like those of the citizens, will
soon be repaired, and by judicious management of our city affairs,
the people will soon recover from their losses, and thus be able in a
short time to bear the burden of taxation, without oppression. I
shall proceed to state, in brief form, the present fiscal condition of
the city, as I gather it from official sources :
" Bonded debt, December, 1S71
$14,103,000
Less bonds held in the sinking fund
557,000
Outstanding bonds
$13,546,000
" This debt is composed of the following items:
Funded debt—old issues
$ 342,000
Funded debt—new issues
2,192,500
School bonds
_
1,119,500
School construction bonds.
53,000
Sewerage bonds
2,680,000
River improvement bonds
..
2,896,000
Water bonds
4,820,000
" In addition to the bonded debt, it is officially reported to me
that there is a floating debt consisting of
Certificates of indebtedness
$ 138,707
Unsettled claims for deepening the canal..
253,000
Current expenses for November, about
250,000
Tunnel balance and other items...
45,000
Total, about
$ 686,707
"The comptroller estimates the general expenses for the re
mainder of the fiscal year at $1,141,000.
" There stands to the credit of various special funds the fol
lowing unexpended balances:

Water fund, from sale of bonds
School building, from sale of bonds
Special assessment collected.
Bridewell fund
Reform school fund

--

$ 897,262
148,152
435.467
45,451
30,000

Total..
" From these funds the city government has
temporarily drawn for payment of cur
rent expenses, to be replaced when
needed

$l,55<>.338

1,144, 186

Balance on hand, December 1871
$ 412,152"
After estimating the loss of the municipality through,
the destruction of its buildings, machinery, furniture,
etc., at $2,509, 180,— a figure subsequently found to be
below the actual amount—the Mayor resumes:
" But the destruction of this property is not the only loss suf
fered by the corporation. The burning of records, vouchers, books,
papers, tax warrants, assessment rolls, etc., will necessarily occasion
much loss, confusion, and embarrassment to the city government.
Hut it is believed that a large part of the apparent loss of official
knowledge and data can be supplied from other sources. Still, the
pecuniary loss to the city will be considerable in the destruction of
the evidence of delinquent taxes and special assessments. * * *
" What lesson should this cruel visitation teach us? Shall we
regard it as one of fortuitous occurrence, which only happens at
long intervals and is beyond human foresight or control ? Such a
conclusion constitutes our great future danger. A blind, unreason
ing infatuation in favor of pine for outside walls, and pine covered
with paper and tar for roofs, has possessed many of our people.
* * * * if we rc.l)Uili| the city with this dangerous material,
we have a moral certainty, at no distant day, of a recurrence of the
late catastrophe. * » * * (Jan there be any doubt as to our
duty in view of these considerations and conditions? It seems to
me it is obvious and imperative. The outside walls of every build
ing hereafter erected within the limits of Chicago should be com
posed of materials as incombustible as brick, stone, iron, concrete
or slate. * * * *
" The fire limits, in my opinion, should be made co-extensive
with the boundaries of the city, and when the latter are extended,
so should be the former. There is no line that can be drawn with
safety within these limits. * * * * I recommend that your
honorable body proceed to frame and perfect a fire ordinance that
will give security and permanence to the future city. * » * *
" The city's future safety demands a better and more reliable
supply of water for the extinguishment of fires than is afforded by
the existing system. This fact was painfully demonstrated in the
late calamity. When the pumping works succumbed, not a gallon
of water could be procured by the Fire 1 >epartment or the citizens,
with which to light the fire, and hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
houses perished in consequence thereof. 'The city should not be
left wholly dependent on these machines, because they are subject
to many contingencies in addition to that which disabled them."
Some of the suggestions contained in the message
of Mayor Medill were in harmony with those made by
Colonel D. C. Houston, of the U. S. Engineer Corps,
under date of October 13, 187 1 :
"The points which seem to me to be considered at this time
and be fully provided for, are
"1. The laving out of certain lines for steam communication
from the center of business to the suburbs, to be so arranged as not
to obstruct the street travel or be obstructed by it. This most
essential element of a modern metropolis can never be secured or
arranged for so well as at present.
"2. The arrangement of commodious and central depots for
the great lines of railroads centering in the city.
"3. A commodious levee along the river for public docks, a
grand market and a grand plaza, where all can go without paying
tribute. Instead of having buildings built close down to the river
bank, let there be an open space on each side of the river devoted to
the above purposes.
"4. The great leading lines of business should be consolidated
or concentrated on certain streets running north and south. 'There
should be a financial center, a dry-goods center, a hardware cen
ter, etc.
" 5. A public square for open meetings and out-door business.
"These suggestions are hurriedly thrown out, but they should
be considered, and a committee representing all interests should be
appointed to draw up a scheme by which these desirable results can
be secured.''
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OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED.
Removal of the Debris. — A circumstance deserv
ing special mention in connection with the city's reha
bilitation is the removal of the debris. Large as were
the city's teaming facilities— which were reinforced by
farmers who, through a circuit of one hundred and
fifty miles, sought Chicago with a view to profitable
employment, they proved inadequate to the demands
upon them. The common price paid for a teamster and
wagon averaged six dollars a day, and citizens were not
wanting who doubled this rate in consideration of
prompt and careful service. A striking illustration of
the greed displayed by some of the contractors engaged
in clearing away the ruins is afforded in the experi
ence of Potter Palmer. He wished to remove the
debris from the site of the building occupied by Messrs.
Field & Leiter. The lowest offer he received was $5,000.
Rather than submit to such extortion—the price at any
ordinary time would not have exceeded $1,000—he did
the work himself.
A convenient dumping place for the rubbish taken
from ruins was afforded by the basin formed on the lake
shore, between the outlying track and breakwater
of the Illinois Central Railroad. What would have
been the increase in expense had no such place been at
hand, it is impossible to estimate. At the same time
the deposit there of the vast amount of rubbish, abso
lutely worthless in itself, made land for the city at the
rate of $1,000 a day.
Even before the flames had expended their fury, the
mercantile community of Chicago gave proof of the
energy that no fire could destroy, in seeking for new lo
cations, No situation available for business was left
unoccupied, and merchants congratulated themselves
upon obtaining places which, but a few months before,
would have been refused with disdain. The ruins were
covered with notices of removal to temporary quarters.
Some of these were bare business announcements ;
others apparently sought to show, by humorous fea
tures, that the writers believed in the efficacy of laughter
as an antidote to distress.
DIFFICULTY OF ESTABLISHING TITLES TO REAL ES
TATE. —In the Court House had been stored the legal
evidences of title to every square foot of real estate, not
only in Chicago, but in all Cook County. Money could
not be borrowed on mortgage by those who could not
show a title, and real-estate owners hesitated before
erecting buildings on land from which they might ulti
mately be ejected. The people looked for relief to the
Legislature; not until late in the succeeding winter,
however, was any measure of relief adopted, and even
then the statute enacted met the emergency only in
part. To a very considerable extent, individual owners
were compelled to validate their titles by steps satisfac
tory to a court of equity. Still, the actual delay resulting
from this cause fell so far short of what had been
dreaded, that at this interval of time it is difficult to re
alize how grave the situation then appeared.
Length and Severity of the Winter.—The first
frosts appeared before the ashes had cooled, and the
ground remained frozen until spring was far advanced.
At first it was supposed that no permanent building
could be commenced until the return of warmer days ;
but massive structures began at once to rise, and the
work steadily progressed throughout the entire winter.
The Strike of the Trades-Unions.—Early in
the season, a suspension of work was threatened by
these organizations unless higher wages were paid, al
though the price of labor had already materially ad
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vanced. The effect of these threats was to awaken
apprehension in the public mind, but they came to little,
owing to the vast influx of labor, both skilled and man
ual, drawn by the emergency from all quarters of Amer
ica as well as from Europe.
High Price of Building Material.— Brick and
lumber bounded upward. A maximum price for the
latter commodity was fixed, by common accord of the
dealers, at a reasonably low figure. The lumbermen's
example, however, was not followed by the brickmen,
whether through indisposition or inability does not
appear. The prices of building material during the
winter ruled high, yet fell somewhat before spring
opened. An attempt was made to secure legislation
from Congress looking to the relief of the Chicago suf
ferers. That body was asked to enact a law, authorizing
the refunding of all duties paid on imported building
material used in re-building the burned district within a
specified time. A precedent had been afforded in the
case of the re-building of Portland, Maine, in 1866.
When the measure was first proposed, it encountered no
serious objection ; but before the bill was taken up for
action, the enthusiasm of sympathy had cooled, and an
opposition, headed by the lumber interest, had been
formed. A long and bitter fight over the passage of
the bill ensued, resulting in its enactment, with the re
bate clause relating to lumber stricken out. Chicago
derived but little benefit from its enactment, owing to
the dilatoriness of the Treasury Department in adopting
rules to give it efficacy. Many difficulties were inter
posed, and not a little bitter feeling toward the Secretary
of the Treasury was engendered by what was believed
to indicate a disposition on his part to defeat the object
of the Act.
Building Commenced. —Temporary buildings for
business purposes sprang up at once in every portion of
the burned district ; while at the same time shanties
were being put up with equal celerity in the North Di
vision. Many of these were the outgrowth of the work
of relief, which largely assumed the form of aid extended
to poor men toward putting up some shelter for their
families. It should be noted here, that in the state
ments made regarding the number of buildings erected
in the city during the first year following the conflagra
tion, no account has been presented of these temporary
shanties, which were put up without permits from the
Board of Public Works. Neither has account been
taken of the innumerable cottages built on the North
Side between the North Branch and Clark Street, most
of which were built either before the establishment of
the fire limits, or in open defiance of the ordinance
which fixed them.
An idea of the rapidity with which permanent build
ings were commenced and completed may be formed
from the fact that, within six weeks after the fire, two
hundred and twelve permanent stone and brick build
ings were in course of erection in the South Division
alone, their total street frontage extending 17,715 feet,
or three and one-half miles. Before December 1, two
hundred and fifty building permits had been issued by
the Board of Public Works, and between December 1,
1871, and October 1, 1872, the number of permits issued
was twelve hundred and fifty, classified as follows:
As to material :
Frame (exclusive of temporary structures)
65
Brick
_
965
Iron
20
Stone__
--_
200
As to height :
One story
.-.
284
Two story
378
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Three story
,
226
Four story
_
263
Five story
88
Six story
10
Seven story
1
The total frontage of these buildings was 43,413
feet,—over eight miles. This aggregate includes, in
the case of corner buildings, only the frontage on the
main street. The reason for the large preponderance
of brick buildings is to be found in the difficulty in ob
taining stone, consequent upon the delay in quarrying
and cutting.
Below is given the grand totals of the first year's
work. It will be seen that Clark and State streets lead
in the amount of frontage re-built; the River, Dearborn
and Madison streets in the proportion of frontage re-built
to the territory burned over; and Randolph and Monroe
streets in the value of buildings erected.
South Division.
Total front 'total front
age covered. age vacant. Total Cost.

Name of Street.
South Water
Lake
Randolph
Washington

-

Jackson
Congress
Harrison
Michigan Avenue
River
State
Dearborn
Clark
Pacific Avenue
I.aSalle
Market
Totals

-

3.439
3.429
2,435
3,036
3.757
2,351
1,510
1,500
1,461
1,393
414
i,73i
887
3,747
4,455
3,660
4.5"°
695
2,744
2,780
2,3('4
1,544

2,270
2,227
3.296
2,58o
1,980
3,162
4,"7
3,960
3,850
652
1,726
2,331
247
3.335
2,952
649
2,495
565
2,492
7,4i8
3,951
1,897

(l,974,0OO
3, 871, <xx)
6,377,000
4,795,000
3,626,000
5, 138,000
1,231, 300
2,792,000
1,475,000
158,000
100,000
580,000
506,000
1,554,000
2,204,000
935,000
1,851,000
6,000
743,000
622,100
3i7,3oo
189,000

52.792

58,252

$38,134,700

North and West Divisions.
Total frontage of prominent buildings
erected in the North Division
7,691 feet
Total cost of all kinds of buildings erected
in the North Division
Total frontage of prominent buildings
erected in the West Division
891 feet
Total cost of all kinds of buildings erected
in the West Division

$6,425,000

998,500

Total cost of buildings erected in the whole burned
district
$45,558,200
On November 23, 187 1, the fire limits were fixed, by
ordinance of the Common Council; within the bound
aries established, wooden buildings were absolutely pro
hibited, antl elaborate details were given for the interior
construction of large buildings, with a view to safety.
A negligence, almost criminal, however, characterized
the conduct of the municipal authorities, respecting the
interior of "fire-proof" buildings. It was not uncom
mon to see a building, supposed to be of this class, sur
mounted by a Mansard roof, as inflammable as a pile of
kindling-wood. On the whole, however, the business
portion of the city was re-built in a manner which ren
dered it as secure against fire as that of any American
city.
Some remarks may be here made respecting the

character of the material employed in the first re-build
ing. Much of the brick used can hardly be said to
have been unexceptionable, owing to a superabundance
of lime in its composition. Of course, the Philadelphia
brick was not open to this criticism, but its cost was too
high to admit of its coming into general use. Iron
fronts were unpopular after the fire, in a community
which had seen them warp and twist, although pillars of
this material, running up one story, were common enough.
Little granite was used. Limestone and sandstone
were favorite materials. At an early stage of the
city's restoration, no small prejudice was felt against the
former, because of its crumbling during the conflagra
tion. The truth is, however, that no description of ma
terial could endure a heat sufficient to fuse metals in
fusible at a lower temperature than 3,000 degrees.
The term " fire-proof," like all other terms of descrip
tion, is relative in its application ; any of the three vari
eties of stone named would pass safely through an
ordinary fire ; no stone yet quarried could withstand
the intolerable heat of a city in flames. Of all the build
ings exposed to the fire, those which suffered least were
the Custom House, the Court House, the Nixon and
First National Bank buildings—all limestone structures.
Seven quarries were taxed to the utmost in furnishing
stone to Chicago during the year following the fire. Of
these, three were in Ohio, all sandstone ; one in Michi
gan, also sandstone ; and three in Illinois, one of which
was sandstone and the other two limestone. The price
per foot ranged from sixty-five cents to $1.10 ; the color
varied between white, gray, blueish-brown, reddishbrown and cream.
A departure from ordinarily accepted architectural
principles was inaugurated by Messrs. J. V. Farwell &
Co., who constructed the walls of their store from
cement. The walls. were erected between frames of
lumber. The interstices were filled with fragments of
brick, broken stone, etc., and the cement—in a liquid
state—poured into the frame. As it cooled, it formed
a solid and substantial wall, assuming the ornamental
forms carved in the planks forming the frame.
The first step taken toward permanent reconstruc
tion was the re-building of the bridges and viaducts, the
money for which work was received from the State.
Eleven days after the fire, the Legislature, with a view
to relieving Chicago's distress, appropriated $2,955,340,
with interest until paid, to refund the amount expended
in canal improvement. In order legally to justify such
appropriation, the State assumed complete control of
the canal, by virtue of reserved power. The Act appro
priating this sum, provided that not less than one-fifth
nor more than one-third of the entire sum should be
applied by the municipality to the re-building of bridges
and other structures of a public character, while the re
mainder should be devoted to the payment of interest
on the city's bonded debt, and the maintenance of the
police and fire departments. Great as was the direct
benefit resulting from this action of the Legislature, the
indirect advantages resulting therefrom, in nerving and
stimulating the general public, were even greater. Re
pairs were at once undertaken on the eight bridges and
three viaducts which the flames had rendered impassa
ble, and within a year all were completed.
The viaducts were located at State, Clark and Wells
streets ; and the bridges at Rush, State, Clark and
Wells streets, Chicago Avenue, Adams, Van Buren and
Polk streets.
From October 9, 187 1 , to January 22, 1872, the LaSalle-street tunnel furnished the only direct means of
communication between the North and South divisions
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of the city ; fortunately that thoroughfare was but little
damaged.
Twenty-eight and one-half miles of street pavement
were exposed to the fire, and the damage done them has
been estimated at about seventeen per cent, of their
original cost, or $211,350. A noteworthy circumstance
in this connection is that the wooden blocks of Nichol
son pavement showed unsuspected fire-proof qualities,
second only to those of vaults. The following short
table shows the lineal feet of pavement destroyed, with
its estimated value:
Fett.
Value.
Wooden sidewalks 599,537 (113 1-5 miles) $404,991 5"
Stone pavements. 37,122 (7
" ) 531,095 60
Flagstone
6,122 (over one mile)
5,293 80
642,781 (121 1-5 miles) $941,38090
During the year ensuing, pavements were laid as fol
lows:
Wooden sidewalks
366,500 feet, or 69 2-5 miles.
Stone pavements
16,840 "" " 31-5 "
Concrete pavements.
880 " " 1-6 "
Total
384,220 " " 72 23-30 "
The most expensive work of repair undertaken by
the city authorities was the reconstruction of the Water
Works. The actual and direct outlay for repairs was, in
round numbers, $100,000, exclusive of damage done to
the North and South Side reservoirs, which may be set
down at $20,000. Other losses may be fairly estimated
as follows:
Water pipes..
$15,000
Fire hydrants. _
10,000
Water meters
6,000
$31,000
In addition, should be considered, the increase of
$97,410 in the water expense of the city, owing to the
immense waste of water through the service pipes,
from which no revenue was derived. If all these items
be added, the total cost of repairing the Water Works
may be set down at $248,410. The work was done in a
thorough manner, and an iron roof was substituted for
the old inflammable covering. In addition, the building
of a new lake tunnel, of much larger capacity than the
old one, was at once commenced.
The direct outlay for buildings put up for municipal
purposes was mainly for the erection of the temporary
court house | familiarly known as "the old Rookery").
The number of churches in Chicago before the fire
was, in round numbers, one hundred and sixty-five, of
which thirty-nine were burned, the loss being estimated
at between two and a half and three millions of dollars.
Those on the North Side were, as a rule, re-built on their
former sites. On the South Side, the general tendency
was to move farther south. Two magnificent churches
in the latter division that were unharmed —the Methodist
Church, on the corner of Wabash Avenue and Harrison
Street, and the Church of the Messiah ( Unitarian), of
which Rev. Robert Laird Collier was pastor— passed in
to secular service. The former was, subsequent to the
fire, rented by the General Government to be used as a
post office. The Church of the Messiah was used after
the fire for mercantile purposes.
In the progress of the city's re-building, the busi
ness area was largely increased. In the permanent
location of merchants, a new departure was made in
the grouping of houses engaged in certain lines of
trade around common centers. The wholesale drygoods interest selected as a territory the locality around
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the intersection of Market with Monroe and Madison
streets, their choice being, no doubt, influenced by the
erection of J. V. Farwell and Company's building, and
the removal of the wholesale department of Field &
Leiter to the corner last named.
In the West Division,—near the locality where the
fire originated,—Canal Street, for more than a mile,
had been abandoned to rookeries of the most miserable
description. These were re-placed by manufactories
and business houses of a generally heavy character.
The selection of locality proved to be a wise one, and,
during the ensuing fifteen years, the number of factories
has steadily increased. On the South Side, the busi
ness area was enlarged fully one-third.
As a rule the owners of buildings noted for magnifi
cence and beauty before the fire sought to replace them
by edifices constructed on a larger and grander scale.
LaSalle Street had been famed for its magnificent officebuildings, and after the conflagration croaking prophets
were not wanting who declared that Chicago would not
" look upon its like again "; but the same thoroughfare,
re-built, far surpassed the old in grandeur. The new
Chamber of Commerce was a finer structure, in every
respect, than was the old, and the buildings erected for
the conduct of banking and insurance business propor
tionately excelled their predecessors. The improve
ment in hotel buildings was much greater in extent.
Even at the Stock Yards was built a hostelry which, in
point of capacity, surpassed the old Sherman and Tremont houses. The demand for hotel accommodation,
however, increased in a ratio even greater than that
of the city's population. It may be doubted whether
any city in the country (certainly no inland city) daily
harbors so large a transient population as Chicago.
Having briefly outlined the material re-building of
the city, it remains to note the resumption of business ;
and, in this connection, it may be remarked that the
same obstacles which militated against the actual re
building of the city encountered our merchants in their
efforts to restore Chicago to her former position as a
commercial center.
Those who could not find locations which they were
willing to occupy, had to accept the inevitable of
" shanty " life, and old Argonauts of '49, who viewed
the city's first effort at revivification, said that Chicago
presented a resemblance to a mining town ; but the
broken bricks, the curiously-twisted iron beams, and the
scorched, split trees were adjuncts to the Chicago
" shanties " which were wanting in the camps of the
frontier.
The first business structure erected on the ruins of
former greatness was that put up by W. D. Kerfoot, the
well known real-estate agent and operator. He lost all
his worldly possessions of a pecuniary sort on October 9.
On the morning of October 10, he repaired to the local
ity where he had formerly conducted business, on Wash
ington, between Dearborn and Clark streets, and with
the assistance of his clerk and his clerk's father, had, be
fore noon, erected a twelve by sixteen shanty of boards,
and was ready to resume business Surmounting the
structure was a board bearing the words, " Kerfoot's
Block," and on the building a sign, " W. D. Kerfoot.
Everything gone but wife, children, and energy." The
ruined walls around were loo hot to permit the building
of the shanty within the line of the sidewalk, and it was
put up a few feet from the pavement, in the mid
dle of the street. Here it stood until October 19,
when, the ruins around having sufficiently cooled, the
Board of Public W'orks required Mr. Kerfoot to move
his " business block " back, within the street line. He
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111) AFTER 2'IK KIRE.
continued to do business here until the following June, of business men during those days was, Even if loca
tions could be obtained, whence were to come the goods ?
when he removed to permanent quarters. The enter
prise and pluck displayed in the erection of the board The answer arrived in the form of hundreds of tele
office did not a little toward reviving courage and droop
grams from Eastern creditors to the leading merchants
ing spirits. The comical features of the situation ap
of the city; telegrams received in the first dark hours
pealed to the humorous sense of the passers-by, and of distress and doubt, before the extent to which the
their attention was for a time diverted from their own calamity might affect them was fully known. These
losses and misfortunes. The office soon became a " half
telegrams assumed that the sufferers would commence
way house " between the South and West Divisions, and anew, and attested the senders' faith in their ability
a sort of general headquarters. In front of the building and probity. The general tenor of the dispatches was :
" We suppose you are burned out ; order what goods you
was placed a long board, covered with notices of re
movals, etc.— a sort of extemporized city directory— and need, and pay when you can ; we want your trade." No
this circumstance, added to the general character of the doubt an element of business sagacity was discernible in
place, made Mr. Kerfoot's office a general " Hureau of such messages, but their effect was to re-assure and re
Information." Hackmen, seeking to learn the address of animate those who might have been pardoned for giving
the person at whose residence or place of business they way to despondency.
should leave a passenger, drove by the building to get
information which might be more easily obtained there
ARCHITECTURE.
than elsewhere.
Business was resumed within twenty days after the
It has been said — not without reason— by a writer
fire. A temporary habitation was afforded to many of a period some three years subsequent to the great
merchants along the Lake Front. Under the existing fire, that that catastrophe constituted an episode rather
laws, the Lake Front could be used for no other than than a crisis in the city's history. If tangible evidence
park purposes. The Board of Public Works, however, in support of this assertion. were needed, it would be
deemed itself justified by the exigency in converting this possible to furnish it, in statistical form, by reference to
the figures which record the astounding progress made
ground, temporarily, to business purposes, and accord
ingly executed ground-leases to merchants for one year, in re-building the burned district within the year follow
with a proviso that at the expiration of that period the ing the fire. As has been already said, of the entire
buildings should be removed ; the annual rental being frontage of buildings destroyed in the South Division,
fixed at $500 for every twenty-five feet of frontage As the first year's work showed 52,792 feet re-built and
a result of the adoption of this policy, a long row of 58,252 feet vacant ; in the North Division, the frontage
business houses (mainly wholesale; reared their pine re-built was 7,691 feet; and in the West Division, 891
fronts along Michigan avenue. From Park Row on the feet ; the aggregate frontage re-built in the three divis
south to Randolph Street on the north, a distance of one ions being 61,374 feet. It must be borne in mind that
mile, nearly the entire east frontage was lined with rude this statement applies only to permanent buildings,
structures, mostly one story, all frame, and frequently of which were chiefly of brick or stone.
great depth.
The general character of these structures was credit
Another consideration which preyed upon the minds able. Many of them comprised solid walls, of great
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width, resting upon stable and broad foundations. the reconstruction of the public buildings, the Post
Office and Custom House and the Criminal Court-house
Some resembled fortresses more closely than commer
cial structures; their vaults incased in several feet of and County Jail (the two structures last named being
connected). Among the most prominent edifices com
masonry—and covered with railroad iron —and com
posed, from foundation to turret, of material which had pleted during that year were the following, all erected
within the district lying between Michigan Avenue and
already absorbed all the oxygen it could contain, cen
turies before it entered into the composition of Chicago Franklin Street, on the east and west, and Lake and
walls. It must be admitted, however, that in the Adams streets, on the north and south : The Reaper
Block ; the Lakeside Building (a notable example of
erection of not a few buildings the dominating consid
erations were haste and expediency. The business the Gothic revival) ; the Times Building (one of the
interests of the city demanded more roomy and better most complete structures of its class yet erected on the
arranged quarters than were afforded by the temporary continent); the Matteson House; the Busby and Stu
shanties in which merchants first found a local habitation. art Building (occupying the site of the old Crosby
Architects found their resources taxed to the utmost Opera-house) ; the St. James Hotel ; and the Tremont
to prepare plans, and in many cases, so eager was the House, the latter a building of highly ornate architect
ural character, whose cost was §500,000.
desire to build, the interval of time between the matur
The comparatively narrow limits included within the
ing and the execution of the plans was inappreciable.
A noticeable illustration is furnished by the Grand boundaries above named—within which were concen
Pacific Hotel, the re-building of which was commenced trated the leading commercial houses, both jobbing and
even before the plans had been completed. To this retail—soon proved too contracted. A demand for
spirit of eagerness (not, perhaps, unmixed with that more business accommodation soon sprang up and
of emulation) may be attributed the erection of many steadily increased; yet the majority of tenants sought
structures, even in the business center of the city, of quarters in the district mentioned. As a result of this
demand arose the towering structures which began to
a character—architecturally speaking—which were dis
creditable alike to the owners who erected them and be erected toward the close of 1880.
The history of architecture in Chicago since the fire
the municipal authorities who tolerated them. Some of
them still remain—illustrations of the short-sighted affords a striking contrast to that of the period antece
dent to the conflagration; the latter is commonly recog
policy which was responsible for their construction.
Stories are current to the effect that minor details nized by the architects of the city as a new era. The
of plans were not infrequently conceived by builders flames had taught citizens the folly of employing wood
destitute of scientific knowledge or skill, who submitted as a building material, and brick and stone were sub
them to the architects in charge of work, to receive stituted in the city's rehabilitation, while much attention
an approval scarcely justified even by the necessities of was paid to the interior arrangement, the object being
the emergency, which, however, allowed little time for to render the " new Chicago " as nearly fire-proof as
examination, study or improvement, for this reason, possible. Of the results of careful thought which had
the architecture of the city, during the
twelve months immediately succeeding the
fire, showed little substantial advance over
that of ante-fire days, except as regards the
material used and the thickness of the walls.
After the subsidence of the strong—though
temporary—pressure brought to bear upon
the architects, during the first year following
the conflagration, they were able to devote
more time and attention to their work, the
substantial proofs of which may be seen in
the massive and beautiful structures which
now adorn our public thoroughfares.
Among the more noteworthy buildings
erected during this era may be named
The Chamber of Commerce (completed
before, anil occupied on, the first anni
versary of the lire), the cost of which
was, in round numbers
$365,000
The Sherman House, cost
650,000
The Passenger Depot of Lake Shore &
Michigan Southern and Chicago & Rock
Island Railways, cost
750,(xx>
The Grand Pacific Hotel, cost
1,000,000
The Palmer House, cost (over)
1,500,000
In addition to these, some seventy-three
FIRST BRICK STRUCTURE MADE AFTER THE FIRE.
others, the average cost of which was
$100,000 each, were commenced during
the first year after the fire, although not all were com
been devoted to this subject, tangible illustrations were
pleted before the expiration of that period.
afforded by the Tribune and the Times buildings, the
The building activity which characterized the year Singer Sewing Machine Company's building, and a score
1872, continued throughout 1873. The prices of build
of others.
ing materials and labor were high, but capitalists,
Not for many years, however, did any proposed so
recognizing the desirable opportunity offered for invest
lution of the question, " What constitutes a fire-proof
ment, did not hesitate to advance means for the prose- building?" find general acceptance. In this respect, as
cation of the work. During that year was commenced in many others, the year 1880 signalized a decided ad
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vance in
application of the principles of true scien
tific architecture to practical building. George H.
Johnson may be said to have been the originator of the
present fire-proof system of Chicago. Before the fire
his plans were followed in the construction of many
buildings. Among these may be named the old First
National Bank, the Republic Fire In
surance Company's Building, and the
Nixon Budding. The fact that the

PETER SCHUTTLER S RESIDENCE ; ADAMS AND ABERDEEN
walls of these edifices remained standing, comparatively
unharmed, aided in the popularization of his theories
among a people who had begun to distrust all schemes
for the erection of buildings alleged to be fire-proof.
The prevailing styles of architecture in vogue in the
city's re-building, were the Italian Renaissance, and the
advanced, or modern, Gothic. The influence of the
former was noticeable in the very first structure under
taken after the fire, and dominated the architectural
plans adopted during the next two years. Most of the
prominent buildings erected during 1872 and 1873, be
longed to this school, or embraced, in their design,
modifications of its principles.
With the re-building of the residence portion of the
burned district, became apparent a marked tendency to
imitate the boulevard system of Paris, indicated in the
erection of blocks of closely contiguous buildings, of
the same general style and similar arrangements. In
stances of that departure may be recalled by residents
of both the North and South divisions of the city. As
a characteristic of the architecture of this period ("par
ticularly with relation to private residences may be men
tioned diffuse ornamentation, which, in a number of
instances, degenerated into vulgar—if not gaudy—dis
play. So general did the morbid fondness for this par
ticular species of adornment become, that there came
to be recognized, among both builders and the general
public, a definite "school "of architecture, familiarly
known as " Chicago style." Among the buildings which
might be named as marked exceptions to what may be
said to have been almost a rule, was the Palmer House.

The plans for this building were, to a considerable ex
tent, conceived, if not completed, abroad. Mr. Palmer,
with a view to its erection, visited the chief cities of
Europe, in company with one of the leading architects
of this city. The general style of the building, both
in its exterior effect and its more important features of
interior arrangement, is largely the embodiment
of modern French ideas, particularly in the en
tresol, which is strikingly Parisian in appearance.
Architects, builders and property owners
comparatively soon wearied of the Italian school.
The first transition was to the style technically
known as the modern Gothic. The movement
for the revival of this school embraced both ex
terior and interior effects. Its influence was soon
felt, and its results plainly apparent upon the
architecture of the time. Isolated instances of
the tendency multiplied in the incorporation of
some of the principles of this school in the de
sign of many buildings, the general effect being
that of an amalgamation of diverse or contra
dictory principles, until its culmination was
embodied in the American Express Building, on
Monroe Street, the erection of which was fol
lowed by that of the Pike Block, adjoining the
latter, and completed almost immediately
afterward. The popular approval bestowed
on these edifices created a marked change in
both architectural thought and popular taste,
and the way was paved for further innovations,
which made a new era in architecture. The
interest which began to be felt in this subject
may be attributed to the education and im
provement in taste, resultant upon the careful
study and cultivated art of the architects of
Chicago.
To recur to the more material aspects of
STS.
the situation. The concentration of a vast
and constantly growing trade in so small a
compass,—and notably the growth of Chicago to its
pre-eminence as a grain mart; the large number of
real estate dealers and of professional men of all
classes, requiring offices contiguous to the prin
cipal public buildings and to each other, — created
a demand for business blocks of a capacity greater
than had been theretofore known. This demand was
met by Chicago architects with a readiness, and in
a manner, which has resulted in the erection, in this city,
of a series of imposing office structures, equaled in few
cities of the world. During the period immediately fol
lowing the panic of 1873, there was, comparatively, a ces
sation of building, nor was it actively resumed until 1880.
The first buildings to rise after the recovery from this
partial prostration were the Grannis and the Borden
blocks, and these were soon followed by scores of others.
In the erection of these structures the old methods were
discarded; that is to say, that highly ornate buildings—
thinly veneered with stone — were supplanted by simpler,
yet more stately and more honest, designs, in brick;
which material thereupon became, and has since con
tinued, the favorite for all buildings designed for busi
ness uses.
The year following witnessed the erection of the
general offices of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railway Company, the First National Bank and the
Montauk Block. During the next two years rose the
Calumet Building, the Pullman Building (constructed
after plans drawn by S. S. Beman, of which the origi
nality of design and beauty of construction have made
it famous), the Mailer's, Gaff, Insurance Exchange, the
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Royal Insurance (Quincy Street), the Home Insurance
(one of the city's " lions ") and Traders' buildings. All
these followed the same general plan of architecture.
A simplicity of design, almost severe, was united with
great solidity of construction, and the admission of light
and air formed a prominent feature in the drafting of
the plans, and an efficient elevator service, as safe as
scientific skill could render it, was provided in all.
A noticeable feature in the construction of all the
buildings, above named, is the sacrifice of space to light.
For instance: In the general office-building of the Chi
cago, Burlington & Quincy Railway Company is an
inclosed court, sixty feet square, surrounded by galleries
on which the various offices are situated; the same plan,
in its salient features, was adopted in the erection of the
First National Bank Building. Care has been taken in
the erection of all, that no exposed surface shall be un
protected by a thick covering of fire-clay. The great
fire conclusively demonstrated the fallacy of the theory
that iron was afire-proof material. Its value, as regards
compactness and strength is still conceded, and it is com
monly used as a material for columns, floor-beams and
girders, but always inclosed, as already said, in a coat
ing of fire-clay (previously moulded in roller forms),
never less than two inches in thickness, over which is
applied the finished plaster, or cement. That the new
theory is an advance over the old is self-evident; that
its application results in a construction absolutely fire
proof can not be asserted in view of the burning of the
interior of Grannis Block in the winter of 1885.
The same general principles of construction were
followed in the erection of the Rialto, Phoenix and
Monadnock buildings, which also present a general simi
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larity in matters of detail. The style of architecture
adopted in the exteriors nearly follows that known as
the Romanesque or Round-arch Gothic, the first note
worthy departure from the principles of the modern
Gothic school, which had, for some years, ruled su
preme. Many, if not most, of the city's leading archi
tects believe that this change will be measurably per
manent, or, in other words that the style followed in the
buildings now being erected will prevail for many years,
so far, at least, as buildings for commercial purposes are
concerned.
Probably the structure which, of all erected in Chi
cago since 1 87 1, may most safely challenge inspection,
and, measurably, defy competition, is that known as
"the new Board of Trade Building," on Jackson Street,
completed in 1885. The removal of the Chamber of
Commerce to this locality, at once prompted—even if it
did not necessitate —the erection of a large number of
office - buildings in its immediate vicinity, some of
which have been already named. Not far from it, on
Adams Street, stands the unique Moorish structure, five
stories in height, owned and occupied as a restaurant
almost palatial in its appointments, by H. M. Kinsley,
the well-known caterer; while on Michigan Avenue has
been built, for H. V. Bemis, the magnificent Hotel
Richelieu. The immense structure to be erected by
Marshall Field & Co., on the corner of Adams and LaSalle streets, to be used as a wholesale warehouse, is to
be of Long Meadow (Mass.) stone, and will cover a site
325 by 180 feet. The building will be eight stories in
height, and in its main features will conform to the prev
alent architectural style. Its (estimated) cost will be
§600,000.

1'KAIKIE AVENUE ANU TWENTIETH STREET,
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The churches of Chicago, even before the fire, were
famous throughout the country, and the city vied with
Brooklyn in meriting the sobriquet of the City of
Churches The work of re-building was not long de
layed, and the new structures surpass the old in both

MONTAUK BLOCK.
number and beauty. In their building, no marked de
viation from the generally received principles of eccle
siastical architecture is noticeable, the Norman-Gothic
and pure Gothic schools predominating. Among the
edifices erected that are deserving of special mention,
because of eminence in beauty, both of interior and ex
terior, may be cited the Catholic cathedral of the Holy
Name, St. James's and the Epiphany Episcopal
churches, the First and Third Presbyterian, the Ply
mouth and New England Congregational, the First and
Immanuel Baptist and Unity (Unitarian) churches. A full
description of the re-building of the various sanctuaries

that were destroyed, and the erection of the more pro
minent new ones required by the constantly augmenting
population, will be found in the chapter on Religious
History. Of the present churches in the city, and of
the spirit which has prompted their construction, it may
be said that while the
city can boast of no tem
ple comparable to "old
Trinity" or the Stewart
cathedral, in New York,
it is only a question of
time when the great
church buildings of Chi
cago will rival in grand
eur and beauty those of
any metropolitan city on
the American continent.
To illustrate the growth
of this description of
building in Chicago, it
is only necessary to refer
to the accompanying taeF"1 ble, an examination of
which shows that since
1878 twenty-five church
es have been erected, of
which no less than four
teen were built in 1883.
No sketch of the arch
itecture of Chicago —
even though as brief as
the present — would be
complete which failed to
contain some mention of
the great advance notice
able in the style of build
ing in the residence por
tions of the city since the
great fire. To adorn the
homes of the merchant
princes of the capital of
the Northwest, have been
devoted the best efforts
of architects of renown
and decorators of nation
al reputation. The truth
of the old adage, "many
men, many minds, " has
found here a new illus
tration in a diversity of
style, resulting in a vast
variety of pleasing ef
fects. Nor, in many quar
ters of the city, which
may, perhaps, be denom
inated as most exclusive,
is the beauty of the effect
destroyed by the build
ing of the houses in contiguous blocks, unrelieved by
any surroundings not of a purely artificial character.
Not a few are surrounded by grounds which, in view of
the city's extent, may be fairly called spacious ; and m
this respect Chicago surpasses every city of equal size
in the United States. Scores of illustrative examples
might be mentioned, but neither space nor any fair
principle of discrimination will permit
In this connection, the following statistical state
ment of building done prior to 187 1, and which has
been compiled from such sources as were available, is
of interest:
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Classification (partial)
by Description.
tn
urches.
:ho ls.
—y *S
fJ
jaL>
'3a
a

Classification (partial) by Value.
Total
of
Year. Number
Buildings
Erected.

u
5

il
1S64
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870

6,000
6.370
6,700
5,000*
7,000

$ 4,700,000
6,950,000
1 1,000,000
8,500,000
14,000,000
11,000,000
12,000,000

to>,o o 0 ,0 0.

0 ,0 0 dover.

0a >»v

Total Cost.

ma

•?*

4
6

II
13

9

14

1
1

2

to;,o o

0

0 .

l!

II

,0,0 0.

to,0 0 5,0 0.

Small
Cottages.

S."
29
45
25

48
54
62

700
800

200
250

5,000
5,200

4
6
11

40

9
9
24
7
19

--

--

19

--

2
8
7

• The cause of the decrease in the building operations of this year is to be found in the eight hour strike, which occurred in May, and caused many
to defer or abandon a previously formed intention to build that year.
It is estimated that in the spring of 1868, the total
number of buildings in the city was 39,366, of which
35,654 were of wood. The number of dwelling-houses
was 32,047; stores, 3,980; saloons, 1,696; workshops
and factories, 1,307. In 1869, the estimated number
of buildings was 43,920, and at the time of the fire of
187 1, the number was not far from 60,000. It ts a
matter of regret that the foregoing statement can not
be made fuller, and that it can fairly be called only an
estimate. The meagre details extant, however, prevent
the giving of anything but an approximation.
The following table gives a detailed statement of
buildings for which permits have been issued since
January 1, 1877:

Brick.

lzs|

1877
1878
1879
l8SO
1881
I8S2
1883
!"4
1885

Materials
of Fronts.

Number of Stories.

No.ofKeel Frontage.
Stre t

Year.

In summing up the foregoing brief review of the
building done, and the architectural advance and
changes worthy of note, in Chicago's history since the
catastrophe of 187 1, it may be remarked, that this pe
riod has witnessed the erection of nearly all the city's
prominent public buildings, which alone represent an
expenditure aggregating, in round numbers, $7,000,000;
that during these fifteen years the whole of the present
business portion of Chicago had been re-built; while
almost countless private residences—some of them of
rare beauty and even magnificence —have been raised.
Following are given the personal sketches of some
of the gentlemen whose ability as architects has been
exercised in the building and re-building of Chicago.

1

1.398 35.033
1,019 3I.IIS
1,093 33.301
1,738
2,718
4,086
4,169
4,638

56,627
73,l6l
85,588
98,782
108,952

221
171
3°7
727
849
1,252
1,524
I.(>97

828
550
455
590
1,214
1,554
1,768
1,943

3

4

5

6

275
247
229

62
30
16

11
19
3
31
24
12
15
21

I

I S I IO7
550 6l
632 83
758 80
861 88

7

IO 1
9 10
11 3
11 2
16 7

8

1882
1883
1884
I885
Totals for 4 years

.

9 10 11 12

□ .
§
CQ
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</> —
fs
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ao

937 461 100 229
647 372 70 167
878 215 85 173

I
2
-

I
I
2
4
-

Dwel ings.

Churches.

737 6
574 5
650 --

'."
_
I
1
1

2
-

,

106 356 2,128
153 342 2,830

2
I

157 668 2,967 M

Manufac tories.

Total Cost.

48 $ 6,561,800
30 6,561,100
50 6,139,580
"
13,467,000
125 15,842,800
21,875,000
25,862,000
98 24,430,125

ARCHITECTS.

As showing the comparative increa
four years, the following figures may
gestive :
Year.

Stone.

Classification of Buildings.

No. of
Buildings.

No. of Feet
Frontage.

Cost of
Buildings

2,718
4,086
4,169
4.638

73,161
85.5S3
98,782
108,952

$15,842,800
21,875,000
25,862,000
24,430,125

I5,6ll

366.483

$S8, 009,925

In submitting his annual report for the year 1884,
the Commissioner of Buildings said:
" While there has been a considerable increase in the number of
permits issued in 1884, yet the healthiest sign of building opera
tions is found in the character of the structures erected. A greater
number of commodious buildings, as absolutely tire-proof as it is
possible to make them, have been erected in Chicago last year, than
during any ten years of the city's history."

Theodore Vigo Wadskier was born on the island of St.
Croix, Danish West Indies, on May 27, 1827. The first ten years
of his life were spent with his parents on a sugar plantation, and
he was then sent to Copenhagen. Denmark, to be educated. After a
course of instruction under private tutors, he entered the Royal Acad
emy of Fine Arts, from which he graduated with high honors. He re
turned to his native land with the intention of practicing his pro
fession; but, upon his arrival at St. Croix, he found the agitation
of a South American revolution had so unsettled business affairs
that he decided to come to this country, and landed at New York
on April 10, 1S50. He had letters to various prominent persons of
that city, but soon became dissatisfied and went to Philadelphia, where
resided relatives of his father, among whom was the then resident
minister of Denmark, Steen Anderson DeBille. After devoting
seven years to his business in Philadelphia, he concluded the West
offered a wider field to a young man in his profession. He decided
upon Chicago as having the best future of all western points, and
since March, 1857, has been identified with its interests. Chicago,
at that early day, was far from attractive, but after casting his lot
with her citizens, he began to imbibe somewhat of their spirit, and '
after the first panic of 1857, he was instrumental in building up
our great city, by designing many of its churches, business blocks,
and residences. He was one of the thousands who lost everything
in the fire of 1871, but with undaunted energy again speedily busied
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himself with his profession. Me has designed and superintended
the erection of many of our most substantial buildings, which are
not only a credit to our city, but are enduring testimonials of the
ability and talent of their designer.
LavALL B. Dixon was born at Boston, Mass., on January 17,
1834. At the age of six years he was left an orphan, under the
guardianship of Ammi B. Young, a prominent architect of Boston,
in whose family he lived, and with whom he learned his profession.
In 1851, Mr. Young received an appointment from
the Government, in connection with the Bureau of
Construction of the Treasury Department build
ings. Mr. Dixon accompanied his guardian to Wash
ington, where his labors for the next few years
greatly increased his professional knowledge and
skill. His worth and services were recognized by
an appointment to a position under the Govern
ment,—a place he ably filled for twelve years. In
1864, he resigned, and in that year located at Chi
cago. Here success has from the first attended his
efforts. Among the many structures, both public
and private, which are still standing as memorials
of his work, may be mentioned the Cook County
Asylum for the Insane, at Jefferson, the Major and
LaSalle blocks, and many others ; as well as nu
merous private residences, among them being those
of S. \V. Allerton and of O. K. Keith. Mr. Dixon
has always borne a prominent part both in social and
business circles. He has been a member of the
Masonic order for twenty-five years, and is a mem
ber of Apollo Commandery. During the War, he
did service in defense of the Union, being a member
of the National Rifles. He served for three months,
and was honorably discharged at Washington, D.
C. Mr. Dixon married, at Washington, in 1862,
Miss Ella B. Smith, daughter of the Hon. Abner C.
Smith (deceased), of Litchfield, Minn. Mrs. Dixon
is a lady of scholarly attainments, and is a graduate
of Montgomery College, Maryland. Mr. and Mrs.
Dixon have two children, — Lawrence B. and Ash
ley C. He and his family are members of the Sec
ond Presbyterian Church.
Frederick William Wolf was born at Duhren, Germany, on November 27, 1S37, and is the
son of Rev. George Frederick Wolf, of Duhren,
and a grandson of Rev. Theodore Wolf, an eminent
divine of Heidelberg, Germany. After attending
the Government common schools in Carlsruhe, he
took a course in the technical and polytechnic insti
tutions of the same place, and subsequently served
his apprenticeship in the professions of architect and
mechanical engineering at Magdeburg. lie then
entered upon the active practice of these pursuits in
his native country for ten years, and afterward spent
some time as an engineer in Russia and in Naples,
Italy. In 1866, he came to New York City, with
the intention of remaining only one year, but upon
the expiration of that time decided to reside per
manently in the United States. In the spring of
1S67, he became master mechanic for the Marquette
& Ontonagon Railway Company, at Marquette,
Mich., retaining this position for one season. In
the fall of that year he came to Chicago, and pur
chased the business of Christopher Holtz, who had
been engaged in the business of mechanical engi
neering, and located at the corner of Canal and Ran
dolph streets. In 1876, he started a factory for the
making of the I'erfection Malt-kiln Floor, the right
for manufacturing which in America he had pur
chased from the European patentees, and introduced
its manufacture into this country. His trade in this
line is now very extensive. In 1881, Mr. Wolf
went to Europe on private business, and while there learned of the
existence of the Linde Ice Machine, the invention of Professor C.
P. G. Linde, formerly of the University of Munich, Germany.
This machine he introduced into the United States, bringing the
first one to this city. At present Mr. Wolf's business includes,
besides the manufactures just named, the erection of large beer
breweries, malt houses, and other heavy structures. He has been
the architect of several of the finest residences in Chicago, and is
the manufacturer of several valuable inventions of his own, and of
others which he has purchased, among them the calorifere, the
improved mechanical malt-turner, and the Wolf patent steep-tank
valve. His business occupies a large four-story and basement brick
building, where he employs seven draughtsmen and forty men in
his machine shop. He has been a member of Germania Lodge,
No. 182, A.F. & A.M., for seven years. He is also a member of

Germania and Concordia societies, Schuetzen Verein, Teutonia
Msennerchor, and of various other social and benevolent organi
zations. Mr. Wolf married, in 1869, in this city, Miss Annie
Schmidt, a native of Mannheim, Germany, who came, with her
mother, to this country in 1867. They have had three children,—
Louisa, Frederick, and Eugenie.
Henry Lord Gay was born at Baltimore, Md., on September
2, 1844. When quite young he went to New Haven, Conn., where
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he received his early education in a private grammar school. On
leaving school, he entered the office of the well-known church archi
tect, Sidney M. Stone, in that city, and afterward was connected
with several architectural firms in the same place. In 1864, he came
to Chicago, and entered the office of W. W. Boyington, with whom
he remained until 1867, when he commenced business for himself.
Among his first work of any note may be mentioned the First Con
gregational Church, destroyed by the fire. In 1880, Mr. Gay went to
Europe, and entered into the competition, at Rome, for the national
monument of King Victor Emanuel, and received a diploma and
medal. He stood second in the competition, and upon the final
award received second honorable mention from among two hundred
and ninety-three competitors, comprising the ablest architects from
all representative nations on earth. The model which he had at this
competition at Rome, with its motto, " J 'attens mon astre," and com
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petitive drawings are now in the possession of the Illinois Industrial
University, at Champaign, 111., a present from Mr. Gay. He spent
about two years in Europe, returning in the summer of 1883. Mr.
(Jay is a master in his profession in the fullest sense of the word, as
the many prominent churches and buildings in this city and through
out the country bear testimony. He is at present the secretary of
the Western Association of Architects, a National orgaaization; also
of the Illinois State Association. On his return from Europe, he
established the institution to which he now devotes almost his entire
time, known as the Permanent Exhibit of Building Materials and
Improvements. The object of such display is two-fold: for the
public it affords a repository of information, and is a ready means
for the display of desired articles for the exhibitor. This institu
tion is arranged with classified sections for the various materials
and kinds of improvements, with instructed attendants in charge
of the same. Combined with this is a large architects' library,
also large assembly rooms for the use of architectural engineers
and building societies. The institution is already the headquar
ters for several hundred members of the building trades and of the
profession. Mr. Gay called the first meeting, and organized the
Builders' and Traders' Exchange, now located on LaSalle Street.
The first meeting occurred on January 9, 1SS4, and the association
has grown until at the present time it numbers over live hundred
members. In 1885, he commenced the publication of The Iiuilding
Hudget, the first number appearing in February; it is an exponent
of the Permanent Exhibit of Iiuilding Materials, and has a place in
the front rank of the architectural periodicals of the day. Mr. Gay
is a member of Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, A.E. & A.M.; of Wash
ington Chapter, No. 42, R.A.M.; and of Montjoie Commandery,
No. 53, K.T.
John W. Ackermann was born in Camberwell, London, Eng
land, in 1846. His grandfather, Rudolph Ackermann, was a
prominent philanthropist, and was much venerated for kindness of
heart and the practical charity in which he abounded. By his inde
fatigable efforts, committees were organized and a public subscrip
tion set on foot in behalf of the fatherless and widows of the war of
1814, the amount of which was increased, by a Parliamentary grant
of $500,000, to more than double the sum. The City of Leipzig
expressed its gratitude to him by a present of valuable vases and
figures in Meissen porcelain, the King of Prussia sent him a costlyring, and the King of Saxony conferred on him the Order of Civil
Merit. It was he who first introduced lithography into England,
and it was in the store of his son, the father of John W., that gas was
first tested in London. Mr. Ackermann was educated at Windsor,
graduating in i36o. He then entered the office of E. E. Green, an
architect of prominence, and remained with him for four years, after
which he made his home at Belleville, Ont., until 1864, when he
came to Chicago. He was engaged as draughtsman by J. C. Coch
ran, with whom he remained until 1S69, when he opened an office
in the Major Block, but was burned out in the fire of 1871. He then
opened on Wabash Avenue, moving later to Madison Street, and lo
cated in his present quarters, in the Ashland Block, in 1S75. He
was married, in Chicago, in 1872, to Miss Amanda Bast, formerly
of Philadelphia. They have one son, Albert George.
John A. McLennan was born in Glengarry County, Ontario,
in 1847. He was partly educated in Canada, and completed his
studies in the schools of Chicago. When quite young he had a
^taste for mechanical work, and after finishing his studies he appren
ticed himself to a carpenter, learned the trade, and worked at it
nearly four years. He came to Chicago in 1863, where he remained
for some time, and then went to Evanston, taking contracts for
buildings. After two years, he went to Denver, Col., and was
a contractor and builder there for about two years, coming back to
Chicago permanently in 1869. After his return, he commenced
contracting and doing a general building business, which he con
tinued up to 1879, when he concluded to make a specialty of de
signing and building elevators for handling grain. lie first obtained
his ideas of this work from being employed by Armour, Dole & Co.
to build " Elevator I)," and discovered a field in the business that
was practically unoccupied. To give some idea of the extent of his
work, some of the prominent elevators that he has constructed may
be mentioned,—viz., the Iowa, St. Paul. Wabash, and Western
Indiana elevators; the Imperial, Chicago; the Union Railroad
Elevator, Detroit ; the Union, Toledo ; the Big Four, Cincinnati ;
the Joliet Elevator, Joliet, 111. ; the Union, Council Bluffs, Iowa ;
the Burlington & Mississippi, Burlington, Iowa ; the Chesapeake &
Ohio, Newport News, Va. He was married, at Chicago, in 1873,
to M iss Olive A. Cowan, who was also a Canadian by birth, her home
being in Coburg, Ont. They have four children living,—Edward,
Hugh, George, and Alice.
Otis Leonard Whkei.ock.—By an item in the "biographical
mention" of this gentleniflti (see History of Chicago, Vol. II.,
p. 565), it might be inferred that Mr. Wheelock made the journey
to this city in a lumber wagon, whereas such was not the case. He
started from his home, in the State of New York, in a wagon, but
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the greater part of the trip was made on the steamer " New Eng
land," by way of the lakes. It is, also, just and historically valua
ble here to note the following prominent buildings, which were
planned by Mr. Wheelock, and erected under his supervision, both
anterior and subsequent to the great fire of 1871 : Churches—First
Presbyterian, Third Baptist, St. Paul's ; Chicago University ; Hah
nemann College Hospital ; blocks—Honorc and Howland (before
and after the fire), P. Page's, Merchants' Building, Dore, Speed's,
Bryant, Morris & Dickey, J. McConnell's, H. H. Belding's, Open
Board of Trade, and Giles's and Ransom's stores; McVicker's
Theater (before and after the fire) ; residence blocks—Michigan
Terrace, C. B. Sawyer's, W. G. Wilson's, and the F. Crumbaugh's
fiats ; residences for W. F\ Coolbaugh, E. G. Hall, G. M. Gray,
F. B. Gardner, S. S. Hayes, C. F. Wheeler, Enos Ayers, W. F.
Houghlaling, A. F. Gaer, M. 1). Wells (cost $200,000), N. S.
Bouton, E. H. Turner, C. N. Merriam, C. H. Beck, F. G. Logan,
J. Rathbone, E. Partridge, D. Harry Hammer, C. B. Dewey,
W. B. Smith, O. B. Taft, H. Simons, J. M. Love, and seventyfive buildings (dwellings, flats, and stores) for U. P. Smith.
CHARLES C. MILLER was born at Springfield, Mass., in 1831,
and left that place with his parents when he was seven years of age,
going to Norwalk, Ohio, where he attended school and graduated
at the Baptist University, in the class with General James Birdseye
Mcl'herson. After leaving school, he worked with his father, C.
R. Miller, who was a prominent builder and contractor at that time.
While at work, he was attracted to the business, and concluded to
study architecture, which became his chosen profession. When he.
arrived at his majority, he went to Cleveland, Ohio, and entered the
service of John J. Husband, a leading architect of that city, and
remained with him about two years in traveling, going to the prin
cipal cities, returning to Norwalk, but soon going to Tiffin, Ohio,
where he built the high-school building and several of the promi
nent buildings of that place. He then went to St. Louis, and en
tered into partnership with John S. Bowen, at that time a quite prom
inent architect, the firm being Bowen & M iller. At the breaking
out of the War, business became demoralized, and his partner
joined the Confederate service and became a major-general. He then
concluded to come North, and located at Toledo, Ohio, where, during
his residence of nearly ten years, he was the architect and builder of
nearly every public building in that city, including the Board of Trade
and St. Paul's Church. In 1 87 1, he started for Chicago, and while
on the train first heard of the great fire, which was then burning.
He arrived the next day, and at once went into business, and has
remained here since that time. He is prominently identified with
many of the prominent buildings of this city. Among those which
were designed and supervised by Mr. Miller, are the following:
Board of Trade Building, First Baptist Church, Church of the
Messiah, and Plymouth Church, also many elegant residences. He
married, in Tiffin, Ohio, in 1859, Miss Maggie A. Trimble, and has
six children: Clara, Ada, Lizzie, Florence, Maggie and Russell.
Theodore Kari.s was born at Berlin, Germany, in 1833. He
was educated in the high-school of his native place, and graduated
at the Berlin School of Architecture in 1S52. He was first em
ployed by the eminent architect, Stueler, who was selected by King
Frederick William IV., and afterward by Straek, architect for the
present Emperor of Germany. He subsequently opened an office
for himself in Berlin, and took contracts for building. According
to the laws of Germany, he was obliged to join the army, his time
expiring in 1866. He left his native land for America in 1868,
and came directly to Chicago. At the request of many friends
who had preceded him, upon his arrival, he at once commenced
work for Mr. Boyington, and afterward was employed by others;
and in 1871, directly after the fire, he opened an office for himself.
When a premium was offered for the most suitable plans for the
Court House and City Hall, his plan was among those selected for
deliberation, and he was appointed architect by the city; but he
was not amenable to the Court House design, and the authorities
having the contract in charge deemed it expedient to drop him from
the list, and he modestly retired. He was, at one time, architect
for the county, and made plans and superintended some of the ad
ditions to the Insane Hospital, at Jefferson. He is well patronized
by those who know his merits, and has made plans for various pub
lic and private buildings of prominence. He was first married in
Oermany, in 1858. His wife died in 1866, during the war, while
he was absent, leaving one daughter, now Mrs. Fred. Haeger, of
Chicago. He was married, in Chicago, in 1870, to Miss Minnie
Bredow; they have two children, FUsbeth and Clara.
L. Gt'STAVF. HalI.BERG was born in Sweden, on September
4, 1844. After undergoing a thorough literary and scientific course
of study, he entered the Chalmers Polytechnic School, in the city of
Gothenburg, from which he graduated, with the highest honors, in
1866. He then engaged in professional work, and during the years
1867-68, superintended the construction of the Chateau Finerstad
for Robert Dickson. In the winter of 1S68-69, he attended the
Academy of F>ee Arts, in the city of Stockholm. Afterward he

70

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

went to England and Scotland, where he spent some time in pro
fessional work in the office of Sir Digby Wyatt, of London. In
the fall of 1S71, upon the suggestion of the above-named gentle
man, he came to this country, and located in Chicago. During his
residence here, he has been most actively engaged in architectural
work, memorials of which are the Calumet and Talbott buildings,
besides scores of smaller buildings—stores, resiliences and churches.
Mr. llallberg has always been prominently identified with the archi
tecture of the city, and has been very much interested in matters
relating to the drainage and water supply. Mr. llallberg was mar
ried, on October 27, 1881, to Miss Florence, daughter of the late
II. W. Estey, who was a pioneer and wealthy resident. Mrs. Hallberg is a lady of line literary and musical attainments, and both are
prominent in the art and social circles of the city. Their only
daughter is named Margaret Lcitz. Mr. and Mrs. llallberg are
members of Professor Swing's church.
John M. Van Osdel, 2D, was born in New York City, on Jan
uary 13, 1837, and is a son of William C. and Harriet Van Osdel.
His parents removed to Chicago in 1839, and resided here for seven
years. They then removed to Naperville, Aurora, and Dixon, re
maining in each place several years. The son, John, was educated
in the common schools, and after finishing his studies, worked at
the carpenter trade with his father, who was a builder and con
tractor. In the fall of 1861, the younger Van Osdel responded to
the call for troops, and enlisted as a private in Co. " K," of the
59th Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He was early promoted to first
sergeant, and on August II, 1862, received his commission as first
lieutenant, the promotion being made for meritorious service ren
dered at I'ea Kidge, the first heavy battle in which the 59th was en
gaged. The company participated in the campaigns of the Army
of the Cumberland, and was constantly engaged in marching and
fighting, and encountered most severe service. Mr. Van Osdel was
promoted captain of Co. " K," on September 30, 1864, and received
his discharge on December 8, 1865. Although actively participat
ing in many of the heaviest battles in the War, Captain Van Osdel
never received a wound. Upon the close of the War he came to
Chicago, and entered the office of his uncle, John M. Van Osdel,
the well-known architect and old resident of Chicago. He studied
architecture and drawing, and, in 1872, was made a partner in the
business. In many of the notable buildings erected since the great
fire the name of the Van Osdels is associated, — the plans of the
Palmer House, Tremont House, the Oriental, Hawley and Ken
dall buildings, and the McCormick and Reaper blocks, having been
made by them. Mr. Van Osdel, 2d, was married, on February 29.
1863, to Miss Catharine A. Anderson, of Dixon, III. They have
six children living and three dead. Mr. Van Osdel is a member of
the military order of the Loyal Legion.
Smith M. Randolph was born near New Brunswick, N. J.,
in 1837, and was educated in the district schools there. He came
to Chicago in 1854, before he was seventeen years old, and entered
the office of his brother, Mahlon Randolph, an architect, now located
in New York City. In 1859, he left his brother's office to join
a friend located at Chillicothe, Mo., but after prospecting for about
eighteen months, he was compelled to abandon his business there,
and returned to Chicago in i860, just before the election of Abraham
Lincoln. Soon after that election he located in Dubuque, Iowa,
and was there when the War began. His brother Mahlon and he
raised one of the first companies enlisted at that point for Bissell's
Engineer Regiment of the West, Mahlon going as captain of the
company ; but S. M. Randolph was not able to leave the important
position he held as superintendent of the Dubuque Elevator Com
pany, then handling immense quantities of grain, etc., for the army
down the river. In 18(12, when the second call came for " thirty
thousand more," Mr. Randolph could stay no longer at the rear, and
learning that the Chicago Board of Trade were lo equip a battery,
he telegraphed to have his name put on the list, which was filled in
twenty-four hours from the time it was opened. Me joined the
command in a few days, and was with this famous battery during all
of its three years of active service, remaining a private soldier until
the close of the War. During most of the time he was engaged on
staff duty, and had chances to see what was going on as well as to
light. The Fourth Michigan Cavalry belonged in the same divis
ion as this battery, and Mr. Randolph was thus present when the
former brought Jefferson Davis in a prisoner. Mr. Randolph was
mustered out with the battery, in Chicago, on July 3, 1865 ; and
as it was thought by many that Chicago had grown too fast during
the War, and would either come to a standstill or retrograde, Mr.
Randolph joined his brother Mahlon, in St. Louis, where they con
ducted business as architects until 1871, designing many of the pub
lic and private buildings of the city and surroundings. In 1870,
Mr. Randolph was appointed by Governor McClurg as police com
missioner, and was elected president of the board. In this capacity,
he re-organized the force and conducted the department to the great
satisfaction of the law-abiding citizens of all political parties. After
the great fire of 1871, he closed his business in St. Louis, and

returned to this city, fully determined to make it his permanent
home, and has since done an extensive business, being fully identi
fied with the Chicago of to-day. Mr. Randolph has recently com
pleted a magnificent residence for H. II. Kohlsaat, at a cost
of about §35,000, which was made the subject of illustration and
eulogium in the " Inland Architect and Builder." This edifice is only
one out of the many which have been designed and built by this
gentleman, both in St. Louis and Chicago. In February, 1870,
he married Miss Hattie E. Johnson, of St. Louis, who died in Cali
fornia in 1876, leaving a little girl, who died in 1881, at the age of
ten years. In October, 1881, he was married to Mrs. Hattie W.
Smith, and has one son, —Paul Randolph.
William Siripi'EI.man was born in Cassel, Germany, on Sep
tember 28, 1842. After a preparatory training in the schools of
his native village, he entered the University at the age of sixteen.
His studies in the University were directed to technology. On
graduation from the last named institution, at seventeen years of
age, he went to Marburg, where he pursued a course of philosoph
ical study. His father, Fred. K. Strippelman, was prominently
identified with architecture and civil engineering in Germany, and
his oldest brother, Theodore, is a prominent civil engineer in the
employ of the Roumanian, Austrian, and French governments, in
Silesia. His family is French in origin, but has been identified
with scientific researches in Germany for one hundred years.
When Mr. Strippelman was in his twentieth year, he came to Amer
ica and located himself at Nashville, Tenn. , where he became
draughtsman to the Army of the Cumberland, under General
Thomas, which position he filled until the close of the War. At
that time, his intention was to go to South America, and he went to
New York, in partial fulfillment of that design. Being detained in
that city by sickness, he abandoned his original idea, and, after re
covery, established himself in the practice of his profession at New
Orleans. Subsequently, he removed to Galveston, Texas, where
he built the Grand Opera House. In 1868, owing to the prevalence
of yellow fever, he came North, and located in Chicago. Here he
entered the employ of the Board of Public Works, but four years
thereafter resigned his official position, and once more resumed the
active pursuit of his profession. During his connection with the
Board, he drafted the first and only underground map of Chicago,
and, together with Charles Rascher, published the fire atlas of this
city. During his professional practice, he has drafted plans for
and superintended the erection of many of Chicago's handsomest
private residences. In 1868, at St. Louis, Mr. Strippelman mar
ried Miss Hermine Schaefer, a lady of fine literary and musical tal
ents, born at Coburg, Germany. They have four children,—Alex
ander, Annie, Julia, and William.
John Otter was born in the vicinity of Goteborg, Sweden,
on June 2, 1847, and was brought up on his father's farm. At a
very early age he developed a remarkable fondness for mechanical
pursuits, which very shortly manifested itself in an invincible desire
to study architecture. At the age of sixteen, in pursuance of this
intention, he left his parents' home and went to the city of Gote
borg, where he commenced to learn the mason's trade with Mr.
Rapp, at that time the most prominent builder in that place. With
him he served an apprenticeship of two years, and, for the subse
quent two years, was employed as foreman for Mr. Harris; after
which four years of experience, he procured a situation as foreman
with Mr. Kruger, a very prominent builder of Goteborg. He was
at the same time admitted to the Technological School of the city,
from which school he graduated after four years' study. He mani
fested such aptitude during these studies as to most favorably im
press the faculty; therefore Professor Schultz and others determined
to defray his expenses for a three years' tour through Iuirope, in
order that he might study the architecture of different nations. But
Mr. Otter believed that America offered a wider and more compre
hensive field for the acquisition of knowledge and experience, and
accordingly left Sweden in 1S71, and arrived in the United States
the same year. He spent a short time in the State of Maine, and
then came to this city, arriving here in 1872, where his first experi
ence was that of most foreigners, —the disadvantage of not being
acquainted with the English language. Having no relatives and no
influential friends, he concluded that upon his physical strength he
must rely for support until he mastered the language, and immedi
ately sought and found employment with T. Courtney as a mason,
with whom he remained for two years, and after that worked with
some of the leading builders of the city,—E. Earnshaw, Mr.
Barton and Mr. Doer, among others. During these years he gained
quite a large clientage, also studied the English language and
the art of architecture. In 1875, he went into the building and
contracting business with Gust. Lindberg, with whom he remained
associated five years; after which, in 1881, he opened an office on
his individual account ; since which he lias been alone in the archi
tectural profession. In reviewing his life, Mr. Otter confesses that
he is not only proud of, but astonished at, the success that has at
tended the young man who left his parents' home with a monetary
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start in life equal to about one dollar United States curreney. But
his energy, pertinacity anil honesty have resulted (as they always do)
in success ; and now Mr. Otter, in his excellent practice, his elegant
home, his choice library (replete with the best works of both con
tinents, on art and architecture), and his happy family, reaps the
benefit of those qualities engendered in himself and practiced earn
estly and thoroughly during his twenty-two years of business expe
rience, lie married, in 1S72, Miss Sophia Charlotte Larson; they
have two children,—Annie Sophia and George Philip.
Julius H. Huber was born at Newark, N. J., in 1852, and is
the son of John 1'. Iluber, one of the oldest architects of Chicago.
He was educated in the academy of his native city, and his inten
tion, at that time, was to go to West Point and receive a military edu
cation ; but having the choice to do so or to go to Europe to study for
an architect, he chose the latter, and spent two years at the Poly
technic Institute, at Munich, preparing for the profession of his
choice. After he had passed a thorough examination at school, and
spent some time in studying the different styles of architecture in
the old country, he returned to Newark, and soon joined his father
in this city, arriving in 1873, He occupied the position of draughts
man for some time, and was then taken into partnership with his
father. In 1876, the partnership was dissolved, and he was engaged
by the city, and continued in its employ until 1880. In 1881, he
again opened an office as architect. He was married, in I.ockport,
111., in 1880, to Miss Lucy Pitts, daughter of J. Pitts, of that place.
Frederick H. Waescher was born at Soest, Westphalia,
Prussia, in 1S40, and was educated at his home, graduating at the
high-school, and afterward spent six years, partly in college and
partly in the study of architecture in lierlin. In 1866, the Austrian
war broke out, and he enlisted as a private, and so served until its
close, when he concluded to come to America, Chicago being his
destination. He arrived here in 1867, and commenced as draughts
man in an architect's office ; but this not proving sufficiently remu
nerative, he concluded that the wages paid to bricklayers offered
him sufficient inducement to take up this branch of business. After
a few months' work, he found that he was not able to stand this
heavy manual labor, and so he gave it up and again resumed his
position as draughtsman with O. S. Kinney, in whose office he
remained for nearly three years. At the time the Franco-Prussian
war opened, he again returned to Germany.and entered the service
of the government. He was appointed lieutenant, and was at the
siege of Metz, the battle of Orleans, and at Lemans. After the
war closed, he returned to Prussia, but was not content, and after
six months, he concluded again to come to Chicago, and at once
went into an architect's office on his arrival. He superintended
the construction of the Eye and Ear Infirmary, on the West Side,
and when it was completed opened an architect's office for himself,
and was engaged by the managers of the Newberry estate to design
and superintend the construction of their buildings. He has had
charge of this work since 1875. He designed and superintended
the building of Miss Grant's Seminary for Voting Ladies, corner
of Chestnut and Dearborn Avenue ; the large building of Hon.
George C. Adams, corner of Twenty-fifth Street and Calumet Ave
nue ; the li. W. Hlatchford factory, corner of Clinton and Fulton
streets ; and many other buildings, public and private. He has
always made a specialty of heavy warehouses, storage buildings and
factories. He married Miss Clotilda Mattes, at Des Moines, Iowa,
in 1882.
John J. Flanders, architect of the Board of Education of the
City of Chicago, was born in this city on June 30, 1848, his father,
E. J. Flanders, having located here, in connection with early mer
cantile interests, in 1834. Mr. Flanders received a good literary
and commercial education, and then commenced the study of his
profession, in 1866, in the office of August Bauer, and continued it
with T. V. Wadskier, and subsequently with Edward Burling, with
whom he remained for two years. He then, in 1874, opened an
office on his own account, and has been actively identified with the
profession since that time. He has paid particular attention to the
erection of residences and business edifices ; among which are the resi
dences of John L. Grier, J. K. Barry, W. M. Pond and F". S. James ;
the Jonathan Clark buildings, on State Street, between Madison and
Monroe streets, and near Jackson Street ; J. I!. Mailer's officebuilding and stores and residence, the Foss estate buildings, Jacob
and Henry Beidler's buildings, and the Agricultural Insurance
Company's building. The Mailer's office-building, on Quincy and
LaSalle streets, was the first office-building, twelve stories high,
erected in Chicago, and is admired as a monument of architectural
skill. The new Haven School, the Anderson, Brainard, Healy.
Iloyne, and the school buildings erected by the Board of Education
during 1884-85, are works of Mr. Flanders.
Henry F. Starwck was born at Nantucket, Mass., in 1850,
and educated in Boston, and, in connection with his intended pro
fession, architecture, attended school and studied under A. C. Mar
tin, an accomplished architect of Boston, since deceased. He was
a student for five years, and, in 1872, opened an office in Boston.

After the great fire in New Brunswick, in 1S77, he also had an
office there, and furnished plans and superintended the erection of
several fine buildings in that city, among which was the Hank of
New Brunswick. In 1879, he closed his business in the East, and
came to Chicago, and spent about three years in special engineering
work in connection with refrigerating and machinery, which
specialty he still maintains if occasion offers. He opened an office
as architect in the Metropolitan Block; afterward moved to the
Ashland Block, where he is at present located. He was married,
in 1872, to Miss Charlotte E. Noyes, of Abington, Mass.; they
have one son, Henry W.
Solon Spencer Beman was born at Brooklyn, N. Y.,
on October I, 1853, and is the son of William Riley Beman, of
that city, a cultivated gentleman of high literary and scientific at
tainments. Although not a professional architect, the elder Mr.
Beman has made the study of that subject one of his chief pur
suits, and early imbued his son with the same tastes. Solon was
educated partly by his father and partly in various private schools
in Brooklyn. In 1868, at the age of fifteen, Mr. Beman entered
the New York office of the famous architect, Mr. Richard Up
john, where he remained for eight years. In 1876, he opened an
office on his own account in New York City, where he practiced
his profession until December, 187c;, when, forming the acquaint
ance of George M. Pullman, he was invited by him to come to
Chicago, to design and construct the new City of Pullman and the
extensive car-works at that place. During the winter of 1879-80
he perfected the plans of that unique city, and in the following
spring the great work of building that place was begun, and car
ried on under his personal direction to successful completion. He
is the designer of all the buildings of Pullman, including the ar
cade, churches, schools, market, hotel, water-tower, etc., besides
some thirteen hundred dwelling houses for the employes. In ad
dition to his architectural work, for upward of a year he had entire
charge of the affairs of Pullman, excepting the building of
cars and the operation of the car-works. He is also the architect
of many fine and costly buildings in Chicago; among which may
be mentioned the fine office-building erected by the Pullman Com
pany, on the corner of Adams Street and Michigan Avenue, at a
cost of $700,000; the Washington Park club-house, grand-stand
and stables, at a cost of $150,000; the Chicago Manual Training
School, corner of Twelfth Street and Michigan Avenue, at a cost
of $50,000; General Anson Stager's private residence, on Eigh
teenth Street and Michigan Avenue; and the Oriental Laundry
Company's building. In addition to these buildings, during the
few years Mr. lieman has been in Chicago he has been the archi
tect of some thirty dwelling-houses in this city and vicinity. He
has also made the plans for a fine granite building, to be located
on the corner of Adams and LaSalle streets, for Marshall Field,
which is estimated to cost about $1,000,000; as well as for the North
western Mutual Life Insurance Co.'s new building, at Milwaukee,
Wis., which cost $500,000. Mr. lieman is a member of the Ameri
can Institute of Architects and of the Western Association of Archi
tects. In 1883, Mr. lieman was married, in Pullman, to Miss Marian
Agnes Smith, of Chicago. Mrs. Beman is the daughter of the
late William F. Smith, a distinguished English civil engineer, who
was the first to suggest the underground-railroad system of Lon
don, and who was connected professionally with the planning and
construction of the present sewerage system of that city. MrsHuman's step-father was the late James Freeman Silke, a promi
nent citizen of Chicago, who died at Rome, Italy. They have two
children,—F'lorence Spencer and F-dith Alice.
Stephen V. Shipman was born in Montrose, Penn., on Jan
uary 26, 1825, and was educated at the academy in that place. For
several years he worked at the printing business, which was aban
doned on account of failing health, and he next gave his attention
to the study of architecture, commencing with his father, a builder,
afterward at Pittsburgh and finally at Philadelphia, and before
leaving his native State, had designed and superintended the erec
tion of numerous public and private buildings. He came to Chi
cago in 1854, but in the following year took up his residence at
Madison, Wis., with which city he afterward became quite promi
nently identified. In 1857, he was appointed architect of the Cen
tral Wisconsin State Hospital for the Insane, at Madison, and
superintended its construction until the commencement of the War
of the Rebellion, when (in July, 1861) he entered the 1st Wisconsin
Cavalry as a lieutenant, and was successively promoted lieutenantcolonel and colonel by brevet. His military record was an honor
to his State. He was wounded on May 2, 1862, at Cape Girar
deau, Mo.; also on April 24, 1863, at crossing of Whitewater River,
and crippled for life, was captured as a prisoner of war, released on
parol, and exchanged on December II, 1863. He recovered suffi
ciently from his wounds to again enter the field with his regiment,
and participated in the numerous engagements of that command in
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia, ending at Macon,
with Wilson's cavalry corps, at the end of the War. He was de
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tailed to collect the plans and report on the condition of the exten
sive Confederate public buildings at that place and Augusta, and to
collect the records of military posts, hospitals, etc., in that State
and Western South Carolina, and then ordered to report to the
War Department to take charge of rebel archives, where he re
mained until mustered out, by special order, on December 6, 1865.
On returning to his home, he was elected city treasurer without op
position. He also resumed his profession of architect, and com
pleted the Hospital for Insane ; his design for the rotunda and
dome was adopted, and he received the appointment of architect of
the State Capitol, and completed that building ; was superintend
ing architect of the United States Court House and Post Office to
its final completion ; designed and superintended the construction
of the Northern State Hospital for the Insane, at Oshkosh, Wis.;
was the architect of the Iowa State Hospital for the Insane, at In
dependence, Iowa ; also designed and superintended the construc
tion of the Northern Illinois State Hospital for the Insane, at
Elgin; and in 1880-81 re-built, with important additions, the Mis
souri State Lunatic Asylum, at St. Joseph, Mo. He has for sev
eral years been a citizen of Chicago, and has had charge of some of
the finest buildings in this city, such as the Gaff Building, on LaSalle Street, and the Presbyterian Hospital. Mr. Shipman is inti
mately connected with literary studies and work. In 1870, he was
elected secretary of the Department of Science, embracing the mathe
matical, physical, sciological, ethnological and social sciences, in the
Wisconsin Academy of Science, Arts and Letters. He has been con
nected with the State Historical Society of Wisconsin since 1855,
as curator ; was its recording secretary until his removal to Chi
cago ; and is now a life-member, and honorary vice-president for
Illinois, of that society. He is also a corresponding member of the
New England Historic-Genealogical Society, a member of the Brad
ford ( Penn.) Historical Society, of the Chicago Historical Society,
of the Institute of American Architects, of the Western Association
of Architects, and of other learned societies. He has been an active
member and officer in the Masonic order, and is a past commander
of Knights-Templar. By reference to Allibone's Dictionary of
Authors, we find him credited with the Shipman Family Genealogy.
Mr. Shipman was at one time chief of cavalry of the Army of
Southeast Missouri, and later assistant inspector of the cavalry corps
of the Military Division of the Mississippi. From published re
ports in contemporaneous newspapers, it is demonstrated that Col
onel Shipman was one of the most gallant and dashing soldiers who
were commissioned by the " Badger State," and he now bears upon
his body the scars of many hard-fought actions. He was married,
at Harrisburg, in November, 1850, to Cornelia, daughter of Hon.
E. S. Goodrich, Secretary of State ; to whom was born Annie L.
(now Mrs. E. S. Tomblin, of Emerson, Iowa), Rose W. (now Mrs.
J. K. Anderson, of Waukesha, Wis.), Charles G., M. D. (of Ishpeming, Mich.), William V. (of Culbertson, Neb.), and Cornelia.
Mrs. Shipman died at Madison, Wis., on February 27, 1870. He
was married again, at Chicago, in 1881, to Mrs. Mary Townsend
Towers.
Frederick B. Townsend was born at Somerville, Mass., on
July 22, 1853. He was educated at Harvard College, and, after
closing his studies there, attended, for a short time, the Lawrence
Scientific School, but was compelled to shorten his course at that
institution on account of the death of his father. He returned to
Washington, D. C, which was at that time the home of the family,
and commenced business as a draughtsman, and there remained for
about one and a half years, when he concluded to come West. He
arrived in Chicago in 1S77, and engaged as draughtsman in the
office of L. B. Dixon, a prominent architect, and remained with
him until 18S1. He then became a partner of Mr. Dixon's, which
association continued until 1884, when he dissolved partnership,
and opened an office for himself at the corner of LaSalle and Madi
son streets. He was married, in Chicago, in 18S0, to Mrs. Car
rie Barstow Wallace.
Osborne J. Pierce was born at Albion, Kennebec Co., Me.,
in 1839. His early school education was obtained at Albion, China,
and Waterville. At the same time he worked upon his father's
farm, and studied drawing and painting, receiving instructions
from several local artists. His attention was first attracted to ar
chitecture at the age of fourteen or fifteen, by articles in one of the
monthly magazines, and thereafter art and architecture, but mainly
the former, were never lost sight of, and he kept up the practice of
drawing and painting, as an engrossing pastime, until circumstances
favored his adopting it as a profession. Being of a somewhat rov
ing disposition, he went to Minnesota, with older brothers, in 1S56,
and while there worked at different occupations, mainly at carpen
tering and sign-painting. Returning to the East two years after
ward, he continued in. the painting business, soon drifting into
decorative and fresco painting at Boston and Taunton. He also
taught district school in Maine for several winters, and gave in
struction in painting, drawing, and penmanship. Naturally of a
versatile mind, he acquired considerable proficiency in a number of
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different pursuits, and his studies covered a wide and varied field.
The Civil War broke out just at the time his future course was be
ing marked out. During the first year of the War, his poor health
kept him out of the army, and he improved the time by reading
Blackstone, with a view of becoming grounded in the underlying
principles of English law. He also traveled some months for
health and recreation. In 1862, he enlisted as private in the 24th
Maine Regiment, then being organized, and in the following spring
went to the front with the regiment. He took part in the siege and
storming of Port Hudson, in May and June of 1863, being then
sergeant-major of the regiment, and after the capture of that strong
hold was discharged with his regiment. In December of the same
year, he again enlisted as first sergeant of the 7th Maine Battery of
Veteran Volunteers, and served to the end of the War, being pro
moted second lieutenant just before the close. He took an active
part in nearly all the famous battles and engagements from the
wilderness to the collapse of the Rebellion (viz., Spotsylvania, Cold
Harbor, Bethesda, Burnside's Mine, etc.), and during the winter of
1864-65 his battery held Fort Sedgwick, one of the most exposed
and dangerous points upon our lines. Upon leaving the army, he
again resumed his art studies and practice, giving lessons in draw
ing, etc., meantime. He removed to Massachusetts in 1868, and
studied, worked, and taught between that time and 1874, at which
time he came to Chicago. During this time he took a course of art
in the Massachusetts Normal Art School, gave instructions in the
Mechanics' Association Drawing Schools, in Worcester, and con
ducted the City of Chelsea evening drawing school and school for
art instruction to public school teachers. He also pursued his voca
tion as architectural draughtsman in Worcester, Northampton, and
Boston, and for two years conducted business in his own name in
Worcester. He came to Chicago under the auspices of J. R. Os
good & Co., Boston, to instruct the teachers of the public schools
in the Walter Smith system of drawing and supervise its introduc
tion in the schools. He served in this capacity two years ; after
ward giving art instruction to private classes and in several educa
tional institutions of Chicago, including the Athena*um, Bryant's
College, and the Academy of Fine Arts. He also filled several en
gagements as designer of furniture, decorations, etc., and as archi
tectural assistant. In 18S2, he opened an office at No. 155 LaSalle
Street, since which time he has practiced his profession at the same
place. He is a fellow of the Western Association of Architects and
member of the Illinois State Association of Architects. Mr. Pierce
was married to Miss Carrie L. Twitchell, daughter of Colonel Eli
Twitchell, of Bethel, Me. Two daughters, both now living, were
born to them,—Annie Louise, in 1867, and Winifred Mabel, in 1S72.
Peter W. Anderson was born at Yasted, Sweden, on Febru
ary 12, 1853. He attended the schools of Malmo, Sweden, for
four years, and studied for six years in the School of Architecture
at Copenhagen. He was then employed as draughtsman for two
years, and was appointed superintendent of the construction of the
great Carrol Church at Malmo, Sweden, which employed him for
nearly two years. He next went to Hogestad, where he superin
tended the erection of one of the largest dairy buildings in that city.
He came to Chicago in October, 1881, and was here about eight
months before opening an office ; in the meantime, he superintended
the building of a store on Chicago Avenue, and then opened an
office on that avenue, where he remained about six months, when he
removed to Ashland Block. He is ingenious in his profession, and
has at present a design that is calculated to supersede may of the
present styles of public edifices, from its economy of room and
beauty of appearance. This can be built from one hundred and
fifty to six hundred feet wide and from two to five stories high,
without the support of pillars inside or outside ; and the one con
struction can be used for several buildings. It is admirably adapted
for use as a capitol or court-house.
Frederick R. Schock was born at Chicago in 1854, and is
the son of Frederick Schock, Sr., who died in July, 1871, and
grandson of Adam Schock, who died in 1883, in Chicago, in his
ninety-second year. Adam was one of the then two surviving
members of the old Napoleon body-guard, and came to Chicago
nearly forty years ago. Frederick, Jr., was educated in the city
schools, graduating from the high-school in 1872, and at once com
menced the study of architecture in the office of Henry L. Gay,
and remained with him eight years. In 1S80, he went to Pullman,
took charge of some of the buildings being erected, and opened an
office, at No. 81 Clark Street, in 1882, where he still continues.
He is one of four surviving children of Frederick Schock, Sr., the
names of the others being Eanny, Louisa, and Amelia.
Hknry Ives Cobb is a native of Brookline, Mass. He re
ceived his literary and scientific education at Harvard University,
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and in Europe. After
a thorough training, he entered the office of one of the leading
architects in Boston, and from the beginning took a leading position
among his fellow-craftsmen. In 1881, he came to Chicago to
superintend the construction of the Union Club- 1 louse, the plans
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of which he had prepared. The success he achieved in this work
brought his services into such request, that lie decided to locale in
Chicago, and accordingly opened an office and took Charles S.
Frost into partnership. Since then he has ranked among the fore
most of the architects, not only here, but anywhere in the West.
Mr. Cobb married, in 1882, Miss Emma M. Smith, daughter of
the late Augustus F. Smith, a prominent attorney of New York
City. They have two sons, — Henry Ives, Jr., and Cleveland.
Charles S. Frost was born at Lewiston, Me., on May 31,
1856. After having received an excellent education in the public
schools, he entered an architect's office in Lewiston, where he re
mained three years, and there gained a good practical knowledge of
his present business. He then went to Boston, and entered the In
stitute of Technology there, and after finishing a special course of
study at that institution, he was employed in several offices in the
same city for three years. He then engaged in business for him-

Switzerland, and attended the Polytechnic Institute at Zurich,
taking a thorough course of four years, and making every effort to
become proficient in architecture, the profession he had concluded
to adopt. After closing his studies, he spent some in traveling,
visiting points of interest in England, Germany and France, with a
special view of studying the different styles of architecture, and in
tending to make practical use of all the information he could gain.
He returned to Chicago, and entered the office of F^gan & Hill, and
was with them when they were completing the new Court House. He
afterward entered the service of J. A. McLennan, and remained as
draughtsman for about three years, and in May, 1884, he associated
himself with I.ouis J. Schaub, and is at present doing business under
the style of Schaub 6; Berlin, in the Ashland Block, corner of Clark
and Randolph streets. He is a member of the Western and Illi
nois State Associations of Architects. He was married, in Chicago,
in 1SS3, to Miss Agnes A. Dodge, daughter of George Dodge.

self, meeting with remarkable success. In 18S2, he came to Chi
cago and entered into partnership with Henry Ives Cobb. Mr.
Frost was married, in this city, on January 7, 1885, to Miss Mary
Hughitt, daughter of Marvin Hughitt, general manager of the
Chicago & North-Western Railway.
Louis J. Schaub was born at Milwaukee, Wis., in 1857, and
was educated at Cincinnati and at Chicago. After closing his studies,
he concluded to make architecture his study, and began at the
bottom, learning the carpenter's trade, and afterward was engaged
in the manufacture of wood-working machinery, working in both
branches nearly four years. During this time, he spent his spare
time in draughting, and kept preparing himself for his life-work.
In 1873, he went into the office of Cass Chapman, lirst as draughts
man and afterward as foreman in his office. In 1880, he was en
gaged with the North Chicago Rolling Mills, had charge of the
building department at South Chicago, and continued with them
until 1SS3. In 1884, he associated with Robert C. Berlin, under
the firm style of Schaub & Berlin, of which he is still a member.
He is a member of the Western and Illinois State Associations of
Architects. He was married, in Chicago, in June, 1S84, to Miss
Fannie Moore.
Robert C. Berlin was born at Granville, 111., in 1S53. He
commenced his education in this country, but, in 1873, went to

Gabriel Isaacson is one of the rising young architects of Chi
cago, and has already made his mark as a skilled designer. Mr.
Isaacson was born at Farsund, Norway, on August 31, 1859. His
father, Lewis Isaacson, died when the son was an infant, and the
widow and orphan immigrated to America, locating at Chicago in
the spring of 1861. Gabriel attended the common schools during
his boyhood, but at an early age entered the office of E. S. Jenison,
architect. He remained with him until 1876, and then went into
the office of John C. Cochran, with whom he was connected for the
greater portion of eight years. From an ordinary workman, Mr.
Isaacson arose to the position of head assistant to Mr. Cochran,
and was regarded as a most valuable employe. In 1S82, Mr. Isaac
son was secured by Alexander Kirkland to assist in architectural
work upon the new City Hall, and after serving him for about one
year returned to the office of Mr. Cochran, where he remained un
til January, 1885, in which month Mr. Isaacson established business
for himself. He has already designed plans for a handsome
$40,000 church for the Congregational Society of Evanston ; and in
that suburb and many others, there are testimonials of his skill as
an architect, in the way of a number of beautiful residences and
cottages. Mr. Isaacson was married, on November 13, 1880, to
Miss Agnes R. Knutson. They have three children,—Florence
M., Herbert E. and Agnes Irene.
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BUILDING TRADES.
As an appendix to the architectural resume, it is but
just that some mention should be made of those trades
that were employed in forming the conceptions of the
architect and rendering possible, as realities, his plans.
To the enterprise of the builder and to the skill of the me
chanic, is Chicago indebted for her architectural beauty;
for the hand is as necessary to execute, as the brain is
to design, forms of taste, elegance and permanence.
Brick Manufacturers. — The growth of the manu
facture of brick in Chicago between the years 1870 and
1880, is shown by the following statistics given in the
United States Census Reports for those years. It is a
matter for regret that in this department of the build
ing interests, as in so many others, no official compila
tion of statistics is made by the trade itself. There is
no central bureau of information, and the only reliable
data to be obtained is that gathered from the census re
turns, at intervals of ten years. In the following table,
the figures given are for Cook County, no separate re
cord being tabulated for this city. It is not unfair,
however, to assume that fully ninety per cent, of the
entire product of the county is turned out by Chicago
brick yards.
(A
Hands
Value
Year.
Em
Capital.
Wages.
Material.
of
ployed,
Product.
1870 20
1880* 53

1.093
1,655

$311,000
500,300

$256,055
560,665

$130,030
182,224

$ 533.575
1,014,200

The percentage of increase in ten years in each of
the items named above was as follows:
In the number of establishments
165 per cent.
In the number of hands
51 per cent.
In the capital invested
61 per cent.
In the wages paid
_ 113 per cent.
In the material used
40 per cent.
In the value of the product
74 per cent.
The foregoing figures are suggestive. The number
of establishments was nearly trebled, while the increase
in the number of hands employed was only 51 percent.
This disparity is attributable to the introduction of im
proved machinery and its general use. The dispropor
tion between the increase in the number of employes
and the amount of wages paid, is also noticeable, the
latter being 113 per cent. This is not to be ascribed
solely to the general advance of wages, but is in great
part due to employment of a larger proportion of
skilled laborers. Another variation in the percentages
of increase is that between the cost of material and the
value of the manufactured product; the increase in the
former being but forty per cent., while that in the latter
is seventy-four per cent. The reason for this is to be
found, in a great measure, in the marked improvement
in quality which characterized Chicago brick during
the period named. More carefully selected and better
material was employed; less limestone entered into
the composition, and a harder, better-formed product
was the result of the manufacturers' efforts.
The greater part of the brick made here is that
known as " Chicago common," and is pronounced by
competent judges, both architects and practical build
ers, to be equal in quality to any common brick made
in the country. The high prices demanded for Phila
delphia brick stimulated the manufacture of pressed
brick, and no finer specimens of the latter description
* Including tile makers.
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of building material are to be found in the world than
are made in Chicago. Agencies of many of the leading
manufacturers from other States are established here,
however, and the use of pressed and ornamental brick
for fronts is yearly increasing. The establishment of
an extensive and well arranged permanent building
exhibit, to which reference was made in the second
volume of this work, has no doubt exerted a healthful
influence on the trade and done not a little to incite
emulation.
A circumstance should not be lost sight of that
has had an undoubted effect on the trade in brick in
this city, viz.: Transition in architectural taste and
style from the ornamentation of the Renaissance school
to the severe simplicity of the Gothic. The latter calls
for great solidity, and its ideas are best expressed in the
massive walls of pressed brick to be seen on every side
in the business quarters of the city, and in many private
residences, wherein the utmost beauty is attained by
the introduction of terra-cotta ornamentation.
Thomas Moulding was born at Warrington, England, on
December 13, 1825, and is the son of Thomas and Rachel (Bates)
Moulding. In 1840, he was apprenticed to a machinist, and fol
lowed his trade in England, until 1851. In that year he came to
Chicago, and was employed as a machinist for about eleven years.
In 1862, he commenced the manufacture of brick in a moderate
way, producing only about sixteen thousand a day during the first
year. By the aid of his practical knowledge of machinery he has
made meritorious improvements. I lis business has rapidly in
creased until he has three factories—one in the city, one at Lake
View, and one at Porter, Ind. —each of which is supplied with
steam machinery, the three engines aggregating one hundred and
twenty-five horse - power. The capacity of the works in Indiana
is three million common and five million pressed brick and at the
the works in the city and Lake V iew twelve million common brick
are made. He also manufactures about two million drain-tile
annually, and has just commenced the manufacture of terra-cotta
copings. He employs about three hundred men, and does a busi
ness of §200,000 annually. Mr. Moulding was married, on Sep
tember 27, 1S57, to Miss Sarah Watkins, of Chicago. They have
five children,—Thomas C, Minnie R., Lizzie W., [oseph VV. and
Sarah P.
HAYT & Ai.sip. —This firm of brick manufacturers and dealers
was organized in 1872, by Henry C. Hayt and Frank Alsip. They
have two large yards, supplied with steam power and all the appli
ances for making first-class building brick. They employ two hun
dred and fifty men, and turn out an average of twenty-five million
brick per annum.
Henry C. Hayt was born at Fishkill, Dutchess Co., N. Y.,
on May 9, 1S31, and is the son of Henry D. and Jane (Herry) Hayt.
After leaving the public schools, he attended Amenia Seminary un
til 1849. He was then engaged in farming until 1856, when he
went to McGregor, Iowa, and entered into partnership with Oscar
Burdick, under the firm name of Hayt & Burdick, lumber dealers.
They carried on the business there until 1872, when he came to
Chicago, and commenced the manufacture of brick with Frank
Alsip, under the present firm name. Mr. Hayt was married on
November 22, 1862, to Miss Sarah Harris, of Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
They have one child,—-Margaret.
Frank Alsip was born at Pittsburgh, Penn., on November 7,
1827, and is the son of William and Mary A. (Meeker) Alsip.
When he was twelve years of age, he went to work in a brick yard
at Pittsburgh, where he was employed about five years. He was
then apprenticed to a bricklayer for three years, during which time
he learned the trade in all its details. He was employed as a jour
neyman brick mason, in and about Pittsburgh, until 1849, when he
went across the plains to the gold mines of California, and worked
in the mines two years. He then went to St. Louis, Mo., where he
was employed at his trade for about a year, and then he returned to
Pittsburgh, and engaged in business as a builder and manufacturer
of brick with A. H. McClellan & Alsip. This firm carried on the
business four years, when it was dissolved, and Mr. Alsip removed
to Prairie du Chien, Wis., where he engaged in the same business
with his brother, under the firm name of Alsip Bros. They made
brick and erected buildings in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota,
until 1S72, when he came to Chicago, where he formed a partner
ship with Henry C. Hayt, under the style of Hayt & Alsip, brick
makers, which firm, last year, turned out more brick than any other
firm in Chicago. He is also in business with hi> son William II.,
under the firm name of V. & W. H. Alsip, brick manufacturers,
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and is now fitting up one of the largest factories for the manufac
ture of brick in the city. Much of the machinery was invented and
designed by him, and will be capable of producing one hundred and
twenty-five thousand first-class brick a day. He was married, in
January, 1854, to Miss Mary J. Smiley, of Pittsburgh. They have
six children; Jennie, William H., Frank B., Maude, Charles,
and Millie.
T. & J. D. TULLY. —This firm was organized in 1872, by
Thomas and John D. Tully, for the purpose of manufacturing and

near Cornwall, Canada. When he was fifteen years of age, he
went back to Rochester, where he worked in a hotel and the Roch
ester Novelty Works for a few months, and then learned the
painter's trade in the carriage works of James Cunningham, where
he was employed until 1856. He then came to Chicago, but soon
afterward went to Quincy, 111., where he worked at his trade until
1858. He then returned to Chicago, and engaged in the grocery
business, which he followed until 1872, when he sold out his gro
cery store and devoted his entire time to the manufacture of brick.
This business he had commenced in
Chicago in 1864, in connection with his
other business. In 1872, he entered into
partnership with his brother, and the
present firm was organized. He was
married, in November, 1862, to Miss
Mary White, of Rochester, N. Y. They
have the following children: Ada, Frank
lin, Mary A., John W., Julia M., Mag
gie, Thomas, Ellen, and Elizabeth.
The Illinois Pressed Brick Com
pany was incorporated in February,
18S4, with a capital of $100,000. Its
first officers were John T. McAuley,
president; Arthur W. Fenny, secretary;
Willet B. Jenks, treasurer; and Frank
T. Melcher, superintendent. The com
pany was organized for the purpose of
manufacturing red pressed-brick. Their
works are located at Blue Island, 111.,
and are supplied with steam power and
the most approved machinery. They
employ about eighty men, and their ca
pacity is fifty thousand brick a day. In
May, 1885, Mr. McAuley resigned the
presidency in favor of Addison Ballard.
John T. AleA uky, ex-president, was
born on September 24, 1840, in Warren
County, N. Y., and is the son of George
and Mary (Miller) McAuley. He came
to Chicago with his parents, in 1S41, and
subsequently attended the public schools
until he was eighteen years of age. Af
ter finishing his studies, he was employed
as a salesman in a boot and shoe store
three years. In 1861, he entered the
army as sergeant-major of the 55th Illi
nois Infantry Volunteers. He was pro
moted to rank of second lieutenant of
Co. "C," then became captain of Co.
"B,"and afterward assistant adjutantgeneral of the First Brigade, Second
Division, Fifteenth Army Corps. He
was wounded at the battle of Shiloh.
In December, 1864, he was mustered
out of the service. He was engaged in
the wholesale boot and shoe business for
a number of years. In 1880-S2, he was
connected with the Chicago, Texas &
Mexican Central Railroad. He then
commenced the brick business, and or
ganized the present company. He is a
member of Thomas J. Turner Lodge,
No. 409, A.F. & A.M. Mr. McAuley
was married, on November 20, 1866, to
Miss Mary L. Sayrs, of Chicago. They
have two children,— Harriet S. and
Henry S.
Arthur IV. Penny was born at Chi
DEARBORN STREET, SOUTH FROM WASHINGTON.
cago, on May 23, 1850, and is the son of
George W. and Laura M. (Wilson) Pendealing in brick. Their yards are supplied with the most ap ny. He was educated at the Northwestern University, Evanston. In
proved machinery, and power is furnished by a steam engine of 1876 he went to Providence, where he was connected with the Rumone hundred and fifty horse-power. They employ about two hun
ford Chemical Works, In 1882, he returned to Chicago, and engaged
dred and fifty men and seventy teams, and manufacture about in the brick business, assisting in organizing the present company
twenty millions of brick annually. They furnished the brick for of which he was elected secretary. He resides at Park Ridge, and
the old First National Rank Building, corner of State and Wash
is president of the board of village trustees, taking an active part in
ington streets, one of the few buildings to withstand the lire of 1S71. the affairs of the place. Mr. Penny was married, on May 15, 1873,
Since that fire, they have supplied some of the brick for the new to Miss Clara F". Wilson, of Providence. They have two children
Hoard of Trade Building; the Iliram Sibley Building, on Clark —Edith G. and George W.
Street ; the Western Indiana Railroad Depot, on I'olk Street ; the
George IV. Penny, the father of Arthur W., came to Chicago
County Court House, and many others throughout the city.
in 1836. In 1848, with his father, John Penny, and his brother,
Thomas Tully was born in Lower Ornnan, County of Tippe- A. J. Penny, he took an active interest in the brick business. A. J.
rary. Ireland, on December 22, 1834, and is the son of Thomas and died in iS4q. and the father, of cholera, in 1850, when George W.
Julia (kunnion) Tully. His father immigrated to America in 1836, succeeded to the business. At that time, this firm had the most ex
and remained one year in Rochester, N. V'., when he removed to tensive brick yards in the city. In 1S54, George W. made ten
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millions of brick, having three yards (two on the South Branch,
near Sixteenth Street, and one at Brickton, near I'ark Ridge), and
employing three hundred and fifty men. He continued in the
brick business until 1867, and died on September II, 1S68.
LOCKWOOD & Kimbkll, dealers in brick, was established as a
firm in March, 18S5, by John J. l.ockwood and Spencer S. Kimbell, both of whom has had much experience in the brick business
in Chicago. They are general agents for the finest pressed brick in
the United States, manufactured by the Fell & Roberts Company,
of New Jersey; Humes, Russel & Co., of Baltimore; The Peerless
Hrick Company, of 1'hiladelphia ; and the Hydraulic-pressure Brick
Company, of St. Ixmis.
John J. Lockwood was born at Hunter, Green Co., N. Y.,
on January 23, 1835, and is the son of John and Sybil (Beach)
Lockwood. After finishing his education in the schools of his
native place, he was employed as a clerk in a grocery store for some
years. He then engaged in the business, on his own account,
in the State of New York, which he followed until 1861, when he
came to Chicago. He was in the grocery trade one year near
Chicago, when he was employed by Penny & Meacham, manufac
turers and dealers in brick, as their bookkeeper until 1S65, when he
became a member of the firm of Meacham, Lockwood & Co., brick
manufacturers. This firm carried on the business about six years,
when it was dissolved. In 1872, he engaged in the sale of pressed
brick on his own account, which he followed until 1S85, when the
present firm was formed. During the time he was in business by
himself, he furnished most of the pressed brick used in the con
struction of the largest and finest business blocks in the city, such
as the First National Bank Building, Montauk Block, Calumet
Block, and Home Insurance Building. He was married, on Octo
ber 3, 1859, to Miss Cordelia L. Chamberlain, of Hunter, N. Y.
They have five children,—Leila A., Cora L. , George C, Mary E.,
and Grace I.
Building Contractors.—For many years, prophets
of evil have not been wanting who have affirmed and
re-iterated the statement tiiat building in this city was
"overdone." Yet building has increased yearly, as will
be seen from the table showing the number of structures
erected for a period of eight years, given in the article
devoted to architecture. The first city directory pub
lished after the fire of 187 1 showed thirty-six contractors
in business in Chicago at that time : the directory of 1885
contains the names of one hundred and nine. Many of
these are men of large fortune, acquired in the course of
their business and by judicious investment. It is claimed
by those engaged in the business here, that the morale
of the trade in Chicago is higher in tone than in any other
metropolitan city in the country. Whether this be true
or not, it is certain that very little "shoddy" work en
ters into Chicago houses. No doubt, however, this is in
part due to the existence and stringent enforcement of
an admirably devised building law. No building can be
erected until its plans and specifications have been filed
with, and approved by, the building department of the
Board of Health ; and every edifice, at each stage of its
erection, is under the constant supervision of a faithful
corps of competent inspectors.
John SOLLITT was born in Yorkshire, England, on November
19, 1813, and is the son of James and Betty (Cass) Sollitt, and a de
scendant of the Hugtienots, who went to England from France in
1685, after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. He learned the
carpenter's trade from his grandfather Cass, in England, where he
worked at his trade until 1836, when he came to America. He
spent about two years in Toronto and Hamilton, Canada, and then
came to Chicago, on May 6, 1S38, when he was employed by Azel
Peck for about two years, and by P. L. Updike for five years, as a
journeyman carpenter; after which he formed a partnership with
them, the firm name being Updike, Peck & Sollitt. In 1S46, Mr.
Peck's health having failed him, he retired from the firm, and the
name was changed to Updike & Sollitt. They continued together
until Mr. Updike's death, in 1850, and the firm name was discon
tinued about a year afterward, when their contracts were all com
pleted. In 1851, Mr. Sollitt went into business on his own account
as a carpenter and builder, continuing therein until about 1870,
when he retired from the trade. He did a large amount of business
in the early days of Chicago, having arrived when there were only
about four thousand inhabitants, and was actively engaged in build
ing until about the time of the great fire. He did the carpenter
work on the old Tremont House, the old Court House, Crosby's
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Opera House, on two theaters for John B. Rice, and on a great
number of business houses and private residences in all parts of the
city. Mr. Sollitt married, in 1834, Miss Mary Smith, of York
shire, England. She died in 1850, in Chicago, leaving seven
children, three of whom are now living: James J., of Will County,
111.; John C, of Lyons, Kas., and Elizabeth, wife of William
Ivers, of Normal Park. lie married Miss Anna Rountree, of
Richard, Yorkshire, England, in Wisconsin, in 1854; she died in
1S72, leaving two children: Charles W., now of Beecher, Will
Co., 111., and Anna B. Mr. Sollitt married his third wife, Miss
Anna Blackburn, of Waterford, Wis., May 6, 1875, by whom he
has one child, Walter. Mr. Sollitt is a member of Oriental Lodge
No. 33, A.F. & A.M., of Chicago.
C. & A. Price. —This firm was originally established by two
brothers, Cornelius and William Price, in 1848. They did a large
business up to 1857, when William retired, and Abner, a younger
brother, was admitted as a partner. In the early days of Chicago
they built many of the business houses, including the Sherman
House and Tremont House, two of the finest hotels in the West at
that time. After the great lire of 1871. they commenced the erec
tion of large blocks of buildings to replace those destroyed Their
contracts, during the year following, amounted to upward of one
million dollars, and thev emploved a force of over four hundred
men. Each succeeding year their business was large and prosper
ous. They can point with pride to many magnificent structures
erected by them, such as the Sherman House and Tremont House,
the Reaper Block, Field & Leiter's wholesale house, Dickey Block,
Northwestern Depot, Kimball Block, Royal Insurance Block, and
many other buildings that arc ornaments to the city.
Cornelius Price is the son of Cornelius and Nancy Price, and
was born in the city of New York, on October 17. 1819. His
father afterward moved to Troy, N. Y., where he remained a few
years, and then removed to Steuben County, N. Y., where he re
sided until 1S36, when the family came to Chicago. Cornelius
learned the builder's trade of his father, with whom he worked un
til he engaged in business for himself, in 1848. In May. 1848, he
married Malinda Stoughton, daughter of Samuel Stoughton, of
Chicago. They have had five children, —James S., George A.,
Mary M., Samuel C. and M. Wallace,
Abner Price was born in Steuben County, N. Y., on January
II, 1S32. He learned his trade from his brothers, Cornelius and
William. In the spring of 1853, he engaged in business on his
own account, and continued alone until 1857, when he became a
member of the firm of C. & A. Price. On March 3, 1S54, he mar
ried a lady from Berlin, Vt. They have seven children—Etta E.,
Walter C, Wallace ()., Lilian, Kittie, Gracie and Henry D.
ROBERT Edward Moss, contractor and builder, was born in
Starniont, Canada, on February 15, 1827, and is a son of Samuel
and Christia Moss. At the age of eighteen, he began the trade of
bricklayer and mason at Dickinson's Landing, a few miles below
Ogdensburg. He finished his apprenticeship at Senico, Western
Canada, and in 1848, came to this city. He went into the employ
of Mr. Anderson, the well known contractor of years ago, during
the season of that year; during the two succeeding years, he was
engaged by Robert Malcom. He was associated in business with
M. H. Baldwin for sometime after, and subsequently took into
partnership his brother, John J. Moss. Upon their dissolution of
partnership, Mr. Moss carried on an extensive business alone, until
the fall of 1S69, when the firm of Moss, Chambers & Mcliean was
organized. He was so identified until 1S73, when the firm was
dissolved, owing to the retirement therefrom of Mr. Mcliean. For
some time afterward he remained out of business, but finally again
engaged actively in his calling. He formed a partnership with
George Chambers, which continued up to 1SS3; while they were
connected they were very successful contractors, handling a large
line of business. The firm of Moss. Chambers & McBean filled
the contract of brick and stone work on the LaSalle-street tunnel,
Mr. Moss's work may be seen in the Sacred Heart Academy, St.
Ignatius College, many of the school-houses, and in a large num
ber of the buildings erected by Mr. Scammon. He also erected
the Sacred Heart Seminary, at St. Louis. It would take too much
space to enumerate the buildings that Mr. Moss has been engaged
upon, but no contractor is better or more popularly known in Chi
cago than he. He has assisted in re-building the city two or three
times, and his work has always been such as to win him great
credit. Mr. Moss was married, on April if), 1S57, to Miss Mary
W. Swan, of Boston; her death occurred in this city on January
21. 1879, leaving three children,—Edmond S., William L. and
Fanny W. Mr. Moss was again married on August 28, 1884, to
Mrs. Leonora J. Moss, of Chicago.
William V. Johnston was born in Tompkins County, N. Y.,
on June 18, 1830, and is the son of Samuel F. and Elizabeth
(Lewis) Johnston. He removed with his parents to Clinton County,
Mich., in 1836. In 1849, he came to Chicago, and learned the car
penter's trade from William H. Cooley, with whom he remained
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about two years, when Mr. Cooley retired, and he succeeded to his
business, which he has conducted on his own account since. In
1863, he engaged in the manufacture of sash, blinds and doors in
connection with his trade. In 1869, he sold out the factory, and
engaged largely in real-estate dealings. During 1873, he had six
hundred men in his employ, and erected one hundred and fortythree houses, principally on his own lots, twenty of them on joint
account with II. E. Pickett. They were principally two-story and
basement brick residences. He has built several tine churches and
many elegant private residences in the city and suburbs, and has
now several line residences in course of construction at South Park
station. He is a member of Waubansia Lodge, No. 160, A.K. &
A.M. Mr. Johnston was married to Miss Mary E. Cooley, on
November 9, 1S50. They have nine children, —Frances, George,
William, Frank, Henry, Edward, Ada, Arthur and Martha.
Amos Grannis was born at Attica, N. Y., April 17, 1825, and
is the son of Samuel J. and Clarissa (Ford) Grannis. He came to
Chicago in 1836, and soon after went to work on the farm of Henry
F. Grannis, his brother, in the township of Maine, Cook Co., 111.,
where he remained about live years. Returning to Chicago, he at
tended school for a short time ; then went to Green Bay, Wis., and
worked in the mills of the 1'eshtigo Lumber Company about a year.
In 1844, he again came to Chicago, and learned the carpenter's
trade with the firm of Hoggs & Webster, for whom he worked three
years; then entered the employ of P. L. Updike, remaining one
year under instruction and for about three years as a regular em
ploye. In 1851, he commenced business on his own account as a
carpenter and builder, which he has carried on continually to the
present time. Among the many fine buildings constructed by him are
the Swedenborgian Temple, Trinity Methodist Church, Grace
Episcopal Church, the Rock Island Depot ( before anil after the
fire); three business blocks at Hinsdale, business blocks for Tim
othy Wright and for W. E. Hale, the Grannis Block, the Calumet
Mock, the fine residences of John B. Sherman, W. F. Tucker, and
George E. Adams. He is a member of Home Lodge, No. 508, A.
Y. & A.M.; Chicago Chapter, No. 127, R.A.M.; Apollo Commandery , No. 1, R.T; and of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S.
He is a trustee, vice-president and chairman of the executive com
mittee of the Northwestern Masonic Aid Association. He served
one term as alderman, and represented the Fourth Ward in the
Common Council from 1878 to 1880. Mr. Grannis was married, on
December 4, 1850, to Miss Jane Taylor, of Chicago. They have
six children, —Mary M., Carrie V'., Nellie, Albert A., Harry and
Frank.
Wii.uam Goldie, contractor and builder, was born in March,
1828, near Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland, where he received his
education. He there also learned his trade and worked as a jour
neyman, subsequently going to Glasgow, where he remained until
in May, 1851, when he came direct to this city, arriving on the
Fourth of July. On July 5 he went to work for Alexander Loyd,
who was then a large contractor. In March, 1S52, Mr. Goldie
started business for himself, and in January, 1853, added to his
business a sash, door, and blind factory at the corner of Monroe and
Franklin streets. In 1861, Mr. Goldie sold out his business, and
was commissioned assistant quartermaster by President Lincoln, and
ordered to report to the commanding general of the Army of the
Potomac, where he was assigned to duty as quartermaster of the
batteries of regular artillery. He remained with them, participating
in the various battles in which they were engaged, until 1865, when
he was appointed to distribute the artillery to various designated
points of this country. He was one of the seven volunteer quarter
masters out of the four hundred then in service recommended by
Major-General M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General United States
Army, to be commissioned as quartermasters in the regular armv;
but preferring civil life, he returned to Chicago, and re-entered
business as a contractor. Since that time he has built a great many
of the large business blocks, public schools, and engine-houses; he
also erected the State University at Ann Arbor, Mich., a seminary
at Lake Forest, and one at Winnetka. He built the first large
business block erected after the fire, at the corner of State and
Washington, now occupied by Marshall Field & Co. Mr. Goldie
has |>ersistcntly adhered to his business interests and has never in
terfered with politics any more than to vote for the candidate who,
in his judgment, would best conserve the interests of the city or
country. Mr. Goldie was one of the early members of the Scotch
Presbyterian Church; was among the first members of the St.
Andrew's Society of Chicago, and is a member of Ashlar Lodge, No.
308, A.F. & A.M., and of the Grand Army of the Republic. Mr.
Goldie was married, early in 185 r, to Mary, daughter of James
Somerville, a grocer of FCdinburgh. In 1858, Mrs. Goldie died,
leaving four children,—Mary E. (now Mrs. D. M. Swiney), Emma
N. (now Mrs. Frank U. Harvey), and two sons, who died in their
youth. In i860, he was married to Miss Rose Eckhardt, of this
citv. They have two sons,—William and Robert—both of whom
are in business with their father.

John McEwen & Son. — The business of this firm was origin
ally established in 1852, by William Baker and John McEwen, un
der the linn name of liaker i: McEwen, contractors and builders.
They carried it on until i860, when the firm was dissolved. Mr.
McEwen continued on his own account until 1883, when a partner
ship was formed between John McEwen and John McEwen, Jr.,
under the present firm name. This firm has all the facilities for
doing an extensive trade, as they have a large factory fitted up in
the most approved style with the best machinery for the manufac
ture of sash, doors, blinds, and all kinds of wood-finishing mate
rial. They employ about one hundred and fifty men, and do a very
large business.
John AIcEnvn was born at Perthshire. Scotland, on November
13, 1S24, and is the son of James and Elizabeth (Stewart) McEwen.
His parents removed to Canada in 1832, and settled in Petersborough, where he went to the carpenter's trade when he was
about eighteen years of age. He worked in Canada about seven
years, and came to Chicago in 1849. After being employed as
a journeyman about three years, he entered into partnership with
William Maker, under the firm name of Baker & McEwen, con
tractors and builders. Mr. McEwen was married, in February,
1853, to Miss Elizabeth Brannan, of Chicago. They have had
eight children, —James (deceased), Eleanor, Walter, William (de
ceased), John, Jr., Paul, Alfred, and Mamie.
John AlcEuvn, Jr., was born at Chicago, on February 1,
1S64. After completing his studies in the public schools, he
worked in the sash and blind factory of his father until 1883, when
he became the junior partner of the present firm, and took charge
of the factory.
John Woollacott & Son.—The business of this firm was
originally established by John Woollacott in 1853, who continued
alone until the spring of 1867, when he formed a partnership with
Thomas Harbridge. In connection with their business they ran
a planing-mill, at the corner of Ohio and Franklin streets, which
burned in 1869, when they dissolved partnership. In 1S7S, Mr.
Woollacott associated his son, John S. Woollacott, and they have
been very successful, having built many fine residences in the city
and suburbs. They have given much attention to the building
of flats, and have erected many which, for convenience and comfort,
have no equal.
John Woollacott was born in Devonshire, England, in May,
1829. He there learned the carpenter's trade. He came to Chicago
in 1S51, and soon after his arrival was employed by John Sollitt for
some time. His first work in Chicago was on the old Court
House. He was married, at Chicago, in 1857, to Miss Sarah Har
bridge. They have had four children, —John S., Minnie, Annie,
and Isabella.
John S, Woollacott is the son of John and Sarah (Harbridge)
Woollacott, and was born at Chicago on February 3, 1859. After
completing his studies, he learned the builder's trade from his
father, with whom he worked until the present firm was formed,
lie has learned his trade in all its branches, and has almost entire
charge of the business of the firm. Ho was married, on October
23, 1884, to Miss Marie Morey, of Chicago.
Wii.uam Sollitt was born in York, F'ngland, on January 30,
1S24, and is the son of James and Betsy (Cass) Sollitt. He learned
the carpenter's trade in 1838, when he was fourteen years of age,
and served an apprenticeship of seven years. In 1845, he came to
Chicago, where he was employed for a year or more by P. L. Up
dike, a carpenter, and then by U. Dunlap, a contractor and builder,
for whom he worked most of the time until 1S4S, when he com
menced business on his own acccount as a carpenter and builder.
This business he followed for nearly twenty-live years, during
which time he built many fine business houses and private resi
dences throughout the city. He was employed on the Tremont
House and Court House before the great fire; and he fitted up a
number of stores in Potter Palmer's buildings in hardwood—the first
hardwood finish made in Chicago. He re-fitted Crosby's Opera
House just before it was swept away in the great fire. He kept
from fifty to one hundred men in his employ most of the time, and
was actively engaged in business until 1881, when his health failed
and he retired from trade. He is a member of Oriental Lodge, No.
33, A.F. & A.M.; l^afayette Chapter, No. 2, R.A.M.; Apollo
Commandery, No.l, K.T.,and Chicago Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32°.
Mr. Sollitt was married, on March 30, 1S46, to Miss Mary Smith,
of Chicago.
Thomas Sollitt was born at York, England, on December
7, 1S25, and is the son of James and Elizabeth (Cass) Sollitt. In
1846, on the completion of an apprenticeship of seven years, he
came to Chicago. He worked at his trade in this city, as a jour
neyman, for more than three years, but in 185 1 went to the gold
fields of California, where, for three years, he was engaged in mining
with variable success. Then returning to Chicago, in 1854, he en
tered into partnership with his brother William, and together they
conducted the business of contractors and builders for several years.
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carried on until i86g, when Mr. Katz retired and Mr. Putnam be
came a partner, the firm name being changed to Schmid & Putnam.
The latter lirm continued the business up to the time of the great
fire in 1871, when their entire works were destroyed. Mr. Schmid
then resumed his old trade, and, in 1872, entered into partnership
with Frank Schubert, under the firm name of Schmid & Schubert,
contractors and builders. They did a
very extensive business until the partner
ship was dissolved in 1876, since which
lime Mr. Schmid has been in business
alone. During his connection with the
building trade, he was engaged for two
years in the sale of yellow pine lumber,
Mr. Schmid has been one of the most
prominent German builders and con
tractors of the city. Among the build
ings which stood as monuments of his
skill before the fire may be named Bryan
Hall, Trinity Church and the North Side
Turner Hall. Since the fire, he has
erected Brand's Hall, Michael Seiben's
brewery, a six-story block for E. W.
Blatchford, and the chemical works of
Machias Chappel. He was married on
August 22, 1852, to Miss Caroline Melecker, of New York City. They have
one son,—Godfrey.
John M. Dunphy was born at
Utica, N. Y., on October 2, 1834, and
is the son of Martin Dunphy who was
a prominent builder of that city. He
was given a good common school edu
cation, and at the age of sixteen began
to learn the trade of mason and con
tractor, serving an apprenticeship of four
years. In 1854, he came West, and
worked at his trade in various cities until
1858, when he located at Chicago, which
has since been his home. He at once
formed a partnership with a Mr. Moss
in the contracting and building line, and
continued with him until 1863, since
which time he has been alone. Among
the many prominent structures now ex
isting as memorials of Mr. Dunphy's
work, may be mentioned the Cathedral
of the Holy Name, St. James's Church,
the residences of George M. Pullman
and li. P. Moulton, St. Denis Hotel,
and many others. For years past he has
taken an active interest in politics, and is
known as an earnest but consistent dem
ocrat. In 1879, he was nominated for
the office of collector of the West 'Town
and was elected by a decided majority,
and in the spring of 18S3 was re-elected.
Mr. Dunphy is married to Miss Mary
Doyle, daughter of J. Edward Doyle,
of this city. They have had four chil
dren, three sons and one daughter, but
of these there is but one son living,
MONROE STREET, WEST FROM CLARK.
John J., who is in business with his
father.
business blocks and elegant private residences. In 1857, he was
Frederick Henry Avers was born at Buffalo, N. Y., on
married to Miss Eleanor Nelson, of Fox Lake, 111. They have six October 3, 1831. His parents were from Germany, and at the date
just mentioned had only been in this country a short time. His
children living.
Oliver N. Sollitt was born in Chicago on October 16, i860, father. John Avers, was a contractor and builder, and was for many
years prominent in that line of business at Buffalo. Frederick, as he
and is the son of Thomas and Eleanor (Nelson) Sollitt. After fin
ishing his studies in the city schools, he entered the office of James grew to man's estate, also adopted the same calling, which he suc
cessfully pursued in his native city until 1S59. In that year he
T Egan, where he studied architecture, and the knowledge thus ac
quired has been of no small advantage to the firm of which he is went to Pike's Peak, but found that region too wild and unsettled,
so he returned and located in this city, which has since been his
the junior member.
George SCHMID is the son of John M. and Anna Margaret home. In the building of Chicago, up to the time of the fire, and
(Hirsch) Schmid, and was born in Equarhofen (Mittel-Kranken), in its re-building since that event, Mr. Avers has taken a prom
Bavaria, Germany, on August 4, 1831. After leaving school he inent part. Among the buildings he has erected may be mentioned
was apprenticed to a cabinet-maker at Wurtemburg, where he the Sherman House, the Palmer House, before the fire; the North
worked for two years; after which he traveled through Germany, western Railroad Depot, the Allen Paper Car-wheel Works (at
visiting all the principal cities. In 1850 he went to New York, Pullman), the Adams Express Building, Marshall Field's residence,
where he worked at the carpenter's trade until 1855, when he came Immanuel Baptist Church, College of Physicians and Surgeons,
to Chicago. Here he worked as a journeyman carpenter for a year, Chicago Homeopathic College, and the FCvanston High School.
and then formed a partnership with Andrew Katz, under the firm Mr. Avers is a Knight Templar, belonging to Apollo Commanname of Schmid & Katz, contractors and builders. This firm did dery; and is also a member of the Dearborn Astronomical Society.
an extensive business until 1864, when they discontinued it, and He married, in 1S53, Miss Emma Markham, daughter of Thomas
started a brewery, which was known as the Schmid, Katz & Markham, of England. They had three children, Franklin, George,
Leverenz Brewery. This they continued until 1866, when Mr. and Cora Isabelle (deceased). 'The two sons are associated with
Leverenz died, and the linn became Schmid & Katz, and was so their father in business, and have already earned for themselves the
Thomas Sollitt withdrew from the firm, to superintend the construc
tion of buildings for Potter Palmer. On completion of the Palmer
House, during 1874, he resumed business for himself, and, in 1882,
he admitted his son into partnership, and the business has since
been carried on under the firm style of Thomas Sollitt & Son. To
Mr. Sollitt, Chicago is indebted for the erection of many handsome
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confidence and esteem of their associates in commercial circles.
On January 14, 1876, Mrs. Avers died. On November 10, 1S77,
Mr. Avers married Miss Eliza Jane 1'arker, daughter of George
Parker, of Buffalo, N. Y.
John W. Reid was born at Harrisburg, I'enn., on April 22,
1836, and is the son of Rupert F. and Sarah (Ogle) Reid. When
sixteen years old he went to Philadelphia, and learned the carpen
ter's trade, working there four years, when he returned to Harris
burg, still continuing in his old employment. In 1S60, he came to
Chicago, and worked about two years as a journeyman carpenter,
and then formed a partnership with John Beagen, under the lirm name
of Beagen & Reid, contractors and builders. At the end of two years
the firm was dissolved, and he continued in business alone until 18S2.
In the latter year, he entered into partnership with Franklin 1 1. Pickett,
under the firm name of Reid & Pickett, and so continued until 1884.
Mr. Reid has been extensively engaged as a builder in Chicago for
over twenty years. lie erected the fine residences of W. I). Cur
tis, Or. E. N. Hale, William Gates, C. I), lialdwin, John H.
Wrenn, and many others, in all parts of the city and suburbs. He
employs from twenty to fifty men. and does a business of about
$50, (xw annually. Sir. Reid was married, on September 7, 1S5S,
to Miss Caroline D. Clark, of Harrisburg, Penn. They have five
children, —Jane P., Anna L., E. Alice, Frank A., and Mary M.
He is a member of Dearborn Lodge, No. 310, A.F. & A.M.,
and also of Eclipse Lodge, No. 404, I.O.O.F.
Daniel Francis Crilly, contractor and builder, was born at
Mercersburg, Franklin Co., Penn., on October 14, 1S38, and learned
his trade from his father, John D. Crilly. At seventeen years of
age, he went to work with John Wilson, a leading contractor of his
native town, and with him came West in 1856, locating at Iowa
City, where Mr. Crilly remained until he had attained his twentyfirst year. He then went to St. Louis, where he began business on
his own account. In 1861, he came to Chicago, and for several
years was engaged in the packing trade. He then returned to his
former occupation, and has since taken a prominent part in the
building interests of this city. Specimens of his work exist in the
Methodist Church Block, the Boone Block, and scores of large
wholesale buildings. In addition to this work, Mr. Crilly has also
always taken an active interest in social matters and in all affairs look
ing to the moral and mental growth of our city. He has been an
honored member of the Masonic fraternity for the past twenty
years; is now a member of Apollo Commander)', No. I, K.T., of
Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32°, and also of the Union League
Club. He married, in 1865, Miss Elizabeth Snyder, daughter of
Jacob Snyder, of Ft. London, Penn. She is a lady of culture and
worth, and delights in charitable work. She is at present an officer
of the Woman's Hospital, besides being interested in and a con
tributor to various other philanthropic institutions. Mr. and Mrs.
Crilly have six children,—Frminie, attending college at Jackson
ville, 111.; George, now taking a commercial course at Notre
Dame ; Franklin Eddie, Isabel, Oliver and Daniel, at home, acquir
ing their preparatory education. Mr. and Mrs. Crilly are members
of the Plymouth Congregational Church.
Francis Agnew was born in Dundee, Scotland, on Decem
ber 7, 1S37. In 1851, he came to Chicago, landing in this city in
September, and took up his abode with an uncle, Charles O'Connor,
a builder and contractor. He immediately apprenticed himself to
his uncle, to learn the carpenter's trade, and almost the first work
he did was on the old Franklin school-house, which was destroyed
in the lire of 187 1. He remained in the employ of his uncle about
two years, when he began work as a journeyman, continuing in
that capacity until 1857. In the fall of that year, he entered the
paid tire department, which was organized about that time, having
been previously a member of the volunteer force. He assisted in
the organization of the Firemen's Benevolent Association, of which
he was for years the presiding officer. In 1805, he resigned his
position in the fire department, and began to actively engage in the
business of building. Among the memorials now standing of Mr.
Agnew's work, may be mentioned the >.'ormal School building,
Hooley's Theater, and St. Xavier's Academy. He also superin
tended the construction of the present City Hall building. In 1874,
Mr. Agnew was nominated for sheriff of Cook County, by the peo
ple's party, and was elected by a majority that abundantly attested
his popularity. He is a member of the National Land League As
sociation, the National Temperance Society (of which he was at
one time president), and of many other organizations. Mr. Agnew
married, on June 14, i860, Miss Ellen O'Neil, daughter of the late
Michael O'Neil, an early settler of Chicago. Mrs. Agnew was
born at Chicago, on January 2, 1839, was educated in the schools
of this city, and is a Lady of fine attainments and of the most esti
mable character. Mr. and Mrs. Agnew have eight children, —John
P. and Francis, who are associated with their father in business ;
Maria, Ellen, Michael J., Thomas, Edward and Charles.
|ohn L. DlKZ & Co. —This firm of contractors and builders,
and iumbcr merchants, was originally established in 1866, by Frank

Moninger, August Schrenk and John Kirwan. on Indiana Street,
near Kingsbury, in the manufacture of sash, doors, blinds, frames,
mouldings, etc., and carpenter work. In a short time they were
necessitated, by their large business, to seek more commodious
quarters, which resulted in the erection of their factory at Nos. 3238 Indiana Street. Being located in the midst of lumber yards, in
order to accommodate their business, they erected also a planing
mill, wherein they manufactured all descriptions of lumber utilized
by caqwnters. A short time subsequently, the lirm was changed to
Thompson, Moninger & Schrenk, Mr. Thompson having bought
out Mr. Kirwan's interest; they then commenced the contracting
and building business, which heretofore they had not done. The
firm afterward was changed to Reese, Moninger & Schrenk, Fred
erick Reese having purchased Mr. Thompson's interest, and re
maining a member of the firm until 1869, when he sold his interest
to Schrenk & Moninger, and then Mr. Diez, who had commenced
contracting and building in 1867, bought an interest, and the firm
name was changed to John L. Diez & Co. This firm continued busi
ness until the great fire of 1S71 destroyed their whole establishment.
In the course of a few months they re-built their factory with larger
and more comprehensive facilities, and had got their business into
good running order again, when it was destroyed by fire in August,
1872, which obliterated everything on their grounds and necessi
tated the dissolution of the old lirm. In 1873, John L. Diez and
Frank Moninger entered into a co-partnership, under the old
name of John L. Diez & Co., and erected a factory two stories in
height, and having an area sixty by one hundred and twenty-five
feet, at Nos. 282-88 Hawthorne Avenue. During 1879, Frank
Moninger retired from the firm, placing his interest in the hands of
his son, J. C. Moninger, who then, with J. L. Diez, retained the
business until 1880, when J. G. Ottmann purchased one-quarter
operating interest from J. C. Moninger. This firm not only trans
acts a comprehensive business as lumber merchants and in the
manufacture of lumber, hut also does an extensive trade in the car
penter, contracting and building line, employing about one hun
dred men on the average.
Robinson & Minor.—This firm of contractors and builders
was organized in May, 1881, by John C. Robinson and Anderson
Minor, two young men of energy and ability, who are fully com
petent to build anything that may be required, as many of the fine
business houses and elegant private residences erected by them in
the city will demonstrate. Some of these are the Skinner Block,
Taylor Block, Burke's Building, and the college building at Lake
Forest. During the last two years they built and completed the
tunnel for the Hyde Park water-works, as well as many other
notable structures.
John C. Robinson is the son of John and Parmelia (Goodwin)
Robinson, and was born in Nova Scotia, on August 3, 1845. His
father removed his family, in 1S48, to Fastport, Maine, and again,
in 1851, to Akron, Ohio, where John learned the carpenter's trade
from his father, who was a carpenter and builder, for whom he
worked several years. He learned the profession of an architect
in Detroit, Mich., and, in 1870, came to Chicago and followed his
profession until 1873, when he engaged, on his own account, in
contracting and building until 1881, when he formed the present
partnership. He married, in 1879, Miss Marie Tourtelotte, of
Philadelphia, Penn. They have two children, — Edna and Roy H.
Anderson Minor, contractor and builder, is the son of William
and Mercy (Anderson) Minor, and was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on
January 31, 1840. He was partially educated in his native city,
his finishing studies being taken at Hiram College, Ohio, under the
tuition of the late President Garfield. At the age of fifteen, he left
school and learned the trade of a mason, at which he worked until
about i860, when he went to Toledo, Ohio, and commenced busi
ness as a contractor and builder on his own account. During his
residence of some thirteen years in that city, he erected all the most
prominent buildings there. In 1871, he came to Chicago, and en
tered into partnership with J. R. Trumbull, which firm existed until
1S75, and building, during that time, the Hamlin & Hale Building
and many others. In 1875, he entered into partnership with P. J.
Sexton, under the firm name of Sexton & Minor, which continued
for about two years, then dissolved, and Mr. Minor acted as super
intendent for Mr. Sexton, receiving a salary and also having an in
terest in the business. While in this position he had entire charge
of the erection of the Cook County Hospital and the Cook County
Court House; and while a member of the firm, and as superintend
ent, also had charge of the building of many tine business blocks
and private residences in the city and suburbs. In May. 1880, he
became a member of the present firm. He is a member of the
Masonic fraternity, belonging to Apollo Lodge, No. 642, A.F. &
A.M.; Lafayette Chapter No. 2, R.A.M.; Palestine Council, No.
66, R.& S.M.; and Chevalier Bayard Commandery, No. 52, K.T.,
of this city. He is also a member of an Odd Fellows' lodge and
encampment at Toledo, and is also a member of the Master Masons'
and Builders' Association of Chicago. Mr, Minor was married,
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on August 24, 1881, to Miss Minnie Alice Fair. They have two trade and was employed,- as an apprentice, in a sash and blind fac
children,—Alice Geraldine and Milton l.eroy.
tory until 1861, when he returned to New York City After work
The Campbell Brothers' Manufacturing Company was ing there about a year he removed to Hartford, Conn., where he
originally organized in 1873, by Murdoch and Alexander Campbell, worked at his trade in a sash and blind factory for three years. In
under the firm name of Campbell Brothers, for the purpose of doing 1865, he came to Chicago, and took charge of a similar factory for
a general contracting and building business and for manufacturing Parker & Stearns, which he managed for four years ; then was with
all kinds of wood material. They carried on the trade and continued Allen & Bartlett about a year; after which he was with the Garden
the firm until 1S74, when they admitted William McRae as a part
City Manufacturing Company until 1874, when he entered into
ner, and the firm name was changed to Campbell Bros. & Co., partnership with Conrad Simmons in the manufacture of sash,
which existed until 1878, when Mr. McRae retired, and they re
doors, and blinds. At the end of three years, the firm was dis
sumed the name of Campbell Brothers. In January, 1881, it was solved, and he did business one year by himself, when the present
incorporated under its present name, with a capital stock of §25,000. partnership was established. Mr. Steinmetz is a member of
The officers of the company are Murdoch Campbell, president ; Germania Lodge, No. 182, A.F. & A.M. Mr. Steinmetz was
Alexander Campbell, vice-president and superintendent ; Hiram T. married, on January 29, 1865, to Miss Hermina Kleinecke, of
Jacobs, secretary and treasurer. They have always had a large and Hartford, Conn. They have five children,—John, Henry, Rose,
prosperous trade, and many substantial business houses and elegant Minnie and Ella.
private residences, erected or fitted up
by them, testify to their ability and skill
for doing fine and substantial work. A
few of these are the residences of ]udge
Skinner, J. C. Bullock, J. Medill, A. J
Kirkwood, F. H. Hill, J. H. Witbeck,
and others in all parts of Chicago and
its suburbs. Their business has steadily
increased year by year, until now they
have a large factory run by steam power
and filled with the latest and most im
proved machinery. They employ from
one to two hundred men, and do a busi
ness exceeding $300,000 annually.
Murdoch Campbell, president, was
born in Prescott County, Canada, on
February 15, 1841, and is the son of
John and Christiana(McCrimmon)Campbell. When he was sixteen years old,
he left Canada and came to Chicago, and
learned the carpenter's trade from Heeney ix. Campbell, contractors and build
ers. He worked for them many years,
during the last seven having charge of
their work and being foreman in their
factory, and thoroughly qualified himself
in all branches of the trade, thereby pe
culiarly fitting himself for carrying on
the large and prosperous business of
which he is at present the head. lie
belongs to the Masonic fraternity, and
is a member of Pleiades Lodge, No. 47S,
A.F.&A.M.; Wiley M. Egan Chapter.
No. 126, R.A.M.; and Chicago Com
mander)', No. in, K.T. Mr. Campbell
was married on January 30, 1S67, to
Miss Jeanette B. Caldwell, of Bloom,
111. They have four children, —Archi
bald M., Abigail K., M. Josephine and
John Albert.
Steinmetz & Eii.enberger.—This
firm of contractors, builders, and manu
facturers of sash, doors, blinds and
mouldings was organized in 1879, by
Conrad Steinmetz and Herman Eilenberger, to continue the business origi
nally established by Steinmetz & Sim
mons as manufacturers of sash, doors,
and blinds, and to carry on building and
contracting in connection with their mill.
The present firm do a large business
both as builders and manufacturers
They have erected many line buildings
in all parts of the city, a few of which
are the Beidler Block, the C. B. Carter
Block, the Heisler & Junge Block, and
W. M. Hoyt's buildings. They fitted
up the Exposition Building for the May
Festivals of 1882 and 1884. They fitted
up the same building for the National
LA SALLE STREET, NORTH FROM MADISON.
Republican Convention, and remodeled
it for the National Democratic Conven
Herman Eilen/ierger was born in Germany, near Leipzig, on
tion, and completed the Grand Opera Hall for Chicago's first Grand
Opera Festival. They employ about three hundred men, and do a April 23, 1845, and is the son of Charles A. and Eleanor (Winter)
Eilenberger. In 1859, he learned the trade of a carpenter in Leip
business of $500,000 annually.
Conrad Steinmetz was born in Germany, on July 13, 1839, and zig, where he worked three years : then attended the Polytechnical
is the son of Samuel and Martha (Rrautigam) Steinmetz. In 1854, School, during which time he learned the business of an architect.
he came to America, remaining about one year in the City of New He spent five years traveling through F'urope. In 1869, he com
York, and then going to Springfield, Mass., wher^ he learned his menced work at his trade in Berlin, where he remained until 1872,
6

82

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

when he came to Chicago, and was foreman for Charles Utesch,
a contractor and builder, for about a year ; then was in partnership
with him a short time ; after which he did business as a contractor
on his own account, until 1879, when he became a member of the
present firm. While he was in business alone, he built the
Lutheran Church (in 1874), a church at Cooper's Grove, near Homewood, and many other buildings in the city and suburbs. He was
married, on January 20, 1S76, to Miss Elizabeth Knapp, of Chi
cago. They have four children, —Theresa, Lillie, Alma and Henry.
Frank D. Reynolds was born at New York City, on May
18, 1849, and is the son of 15. W. and Mary (Wane) Reynolds.
When he was about five years of age, his parents moved to Mil
waukee, Wis., where they remained two years, and then moved to
Beloit, Wis. In 1S59, they came to Chicago, and two years after
ward moved to Whitesides County, 111. In 1865, Mr. Reynolds
went to Clinton, Iowa, and learned the carpenter's trade, working
at it three years, when he was employed building depots and sta
tions on the line of the Union Pacific Railroad. He resided
some time in California, and returned to Clinton in 1869, where he
remained at his trade about a year. Returning to Chicago in 1872,
he was employed as a journeyman carpenter until 1875, when he
engaged in business as a contractor and builder on his own account.
For six years he confined himself almost entirely to the building of
stairs; among others he constructed the stairs in the retail store of
Marshall Field & Co., those in the McNeil Block, in the Kentucky
Block, in the Major Block, in the Fuller Block, and many others in
different parts of the city. He engaged in general building in
1881, and fitted up his shop with fine machinery, and now manu
factures all his material and fancy wood-work. He has built many
fine business blocks and private residences in all parts of the city
and suburbs, some of which are the Johnson Block, the Silverman
Block, the Creman Block, the Lakeside Skating Rink, the Manual
Training School, the Rosalie Music Hall and all the residences on
Rosalie Court, near the South I'ark Station on the Illinois Central
Railroad. He keeps one hundred and twenty-five men in his employ,
and does a business of $250,000 annually. He is a member of
Landmark Lodge, No. 422, A.F. & A.M., and of Fairview
Chapter, No. 161, R.A.M. Mr. Reynolds was married on April
if>, 1871, to Miss Julia N. Harrow, of Beloit, Wis. They have
two children,—Carrie E. and Fred. L.
Angus & Gindele.—This firm of general contractors and
builders was formed, by John Angus and Charles W. Gindele, in
November, 188 1, to succeed that of Allen, Angus & Gindele,
which firm was in existence less than a year, having completed but
one large building, the freight houses for the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy Railroad. Both members of the new firm are young
men who have thoroughly learned their trade in all its branches,
being the sons of old and experienced contractors, and have suc
ceeded far beyond their most sanguine expectations. In the year
1SS2, they built the Chicago, Burlington & (juincy Railroad round
house, Potter Palmer's fine residence, and the Hobbs Building. The
latter is a six-story building, which they commenced on November
7, and completed in forty working days. In 1SS3, they built the
Potter Palmer apartment houses and French flats on North State
Street, a large warehouse on the northeast corner of Clinton and
Fulton streets, the elegant residence of C. T. Verkes, Jr.; during
the year 18S4, they built the Abraham Knisely factory, the Grand
Trunk Railroad freight house, the abutments and center pier for the
Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad bridge across the Calumet
River, and the piers for the viaducts over the railroad tracks in the
Town of Cicero. They were also contractors on the City Hall.
John Angus is the son of John and Elizabeth (Ganson) Angus,
of Scotland, where he was born on February 10, 1845. After com
pleting his studies, he learned the cut-stone trade from his father,
who was a cut-stone contractor and also superintendent of a stone
quarry. He left Scotland in 1S66, and went to England, where he
remained about a year, after which he came to America, stopping in
the City of New York, where he worked at his trade until the
spring of 1872, when he came to Chicago, where he has since resided.
Here he was engaged in business with his brother William, as W'illiam & J. Angus, cut-stone contractors, until 1875", after which year
he was in business for himself up to the time the firm of Allen, Angus
& Gindele was organized. During the period he was in business for
himself, he had contracts on the new City Hall, Palmer House,
new Court House and Douglas Monument. He had chargi; of the
setting of the cut-stone work on the Custom House, from 1877 to
1879. He is a member of Lakeside Lodge, No. 739, A.F. & A.
M.; York Chapter, No. 148, R.A.M., and a charter member of
Chevalier Bayard Commandery, No. 52, K.T. He was married,
on November 9, 1S71, to Miss Agnes Jackson, of the City of New
York. They have three children, —John, Esther and William.
Charles IV. Gindele is the son of John G. and Louisa (Heischheim) Gindele, and was born in Bavaria, Germany, on April 19,
1847. His father was a cut-stone contractor, who immigrated to
America in 1850, and came to Chicago in 1S52, where he died in

January, 1S72. John G. took an active part in public affairs, hav
ing been a member of the first Board of Public Works of the city,
occupying the position of president of the Board for seven years,
during which period the tunnels of Washington and LaSalle streets
and the water-works were constructed; at the time of his death he
was county clerk of Cook County. Charles W. learned his trade
from his father, for whom he worked until the spring of 1863,
when he enlisted in Co. "G," 8th Illinois Cavalry Regiment, with
which he served until the close of the War. He then accepted a
bridge-construction position on the Union Pacific Railroad, under
L. B. Boomer, and was connected with the building of all the
bridges on the road between Fremont and the 100th meridian. In
1866, he returned to Chicago, and engaged in business with his
father, under the firm name of J. G. Gindele & Son, cut-stone con
tractors. He had entire charge of the construction of the Court
House, at Bloomington; was also connected with the construction
of the Tribune Building, this city, and with its re-building after
the fire; and had contracts for the cut-stone work on the Reaper
Block, Galbraith Block and Kohn and McCormick buildings. In
1879, they sold out the entire business to Tait & Ralston, after
which he was by himself in business until the formation of the
present firm. He is also president of the Franz Gindele Printing
Co. He was married, on March 26, 1880, to Miss Lucy E. Ash,
of Amboy, 111.
Henry Dibbi.ee.—In January, 1873, William R. and John S.
Gould and Henry Dibblee, under the firm name and style of Gould
Brothers & Dibblee, established themselves in business at Nos.
149-51 State Street. Previous to that time, the Gould Brothers
had been in the wholesale grocery business, and were also manufac
turers of linseed oil. They were burned out in the great fire of
1 87 1, but shortly afterward resumed and continued in business
until the dissolution of partnership, which took place in 1878. In
this year, Mr. Dibblee removed to Nos. 274-7S Wabash Avenue,
remaining there until, in 1S81, he established himself at his present
location, Nos. 266-68 on the same thoroughfare. Here, Mr. Dib
blee deals extensively in all kinds of ornamental ironwork, foun
tains, vases, statuary, cemetery work, pillars and lamps and rustic
furniture. In addition, he handles tiles of all kinds : in this and
others of his specialties, his house ranks as the largest anywhere in
the West. The territory covered by his trade extends over all the
Western States to the Pacific slope, south to the Gulf, and east into
the Canadas. Shortly after establishing himself in business, Mr.
Dibblee took the agency for a justly celebrated English tile, and is
now the only direct importer in the United States of these goods.
He is agent also for Maw & Co., the well-known manufacturers of
Broseby, England; for the American encaustic tile; and for the cel
ebrated Low tile, made by G. F. & J. F. I^w, of Chelsea, Mass.
A suite of three rooms in his newly-arranged entresol is devoted to
a display of these articles, and is an attractive feature of his sales
rooms. The tile business has grown very rapidly in the West ; and
especially in this city, within the past few years, it has shown a
wonderful increase. In 1881, Mr. Dibblee became the agent for
the Fair Haven Mantel Company, of Fair Haven, Mass., and is
now doing the largest business in this branch of his trade of anydealer in the West. He at present employs forty men, and does an
annual trade of $200,000—a most satisfactory increase over that
done when the business was first established.
Henry Dibblee was born at New York City, on August 28,
1840. His father, E. R. Dibblee, was one of the oldest merchants
and dry goods importers of that city. Henry was, therefore,
trained in this business, after having completed his education at the
age of eighteen. He first worked as a clerk in his father's store,
and was finally made a partner in the business, and so continued
until, in the fall of 1S72, he came to this city, and, in January of
the following year, founded the house of which he is still the head,
and the history of which has already been given. Mr. Dibblee was
married on November 26, 1873, to Miss Laura Field, daughter of
John Field, of Conway, Mass. They have two children, —Bertha
and Frances F.
Matthew B. Swezey was born on December 17, 1822, at
River Head, on Long Island, N. Y., and is the son of John and
Ency (Reeve) Swezey. When eighteen years of age, he went to
Brooklyn, N. Y. , and learned the carpenter's trade from his uncle,
Tappin Reeve, for whom he worked until 1S52, when he formed a
partnership with him, under the firm name of Reeve & Swezey,
contractors and builders. This firm did business for ten years,
when it was dissolved, Mr. Swezey continuing the trade on his own
account until iS72,when he came to Chicago and associated his son,
Tappin R., in business with himself, under the firm name of M. B.
& T. R. Swezey, carpenters and builders. They did business to
gether for seven years, when the firm was dissolved, and since 1S79
Mr. Swezey has carried on the trade by himself. Among the many
fine buildings erected by him, are the Second Presbyterian Church,
the residences of E. A. Hall. Mrs. Eddy, Samuel Shackford, and
Dr. Theodore J. Bluthardt. For the labt ten years he has done a
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large business in manufacturing his improved dumb-waiters for
dwellings. He employs from fifteen to twenty men in this business.
He was married on March 25, 1844, to Miss Elizabeth F. Pell, of
Brooklyn, N. Y. They have five children,—John A., Tappin R.,
Clarence, Ida T., and Horace E.
Cornelius C. Chandler was bom at Concord, N. H.,- on
July 13, 1837, and is the son of Jeremiah and Mercy (Merrill)
Chandler. His parents removed to Boston, when he was about
four years old. In 185 1, he learned the carpenter's trade, working
at it three years, and then he was engaged in building churches in
the State of New York for seven years. In 1861, he commenced
business in Boston as a contractor and builder on his own account,
and carried it on until 1864, when he enlisted in Co. "C," 185th
New York Infantry, serving until the close of the War. He was
mustered out in 1S65, and came to Chicago, where he entered into
partnership with A. L. Gooding, under the firm name of Gooding
& Chandler, carpenters and builders. In 1870, the firm was dis
solved, and Mr. Chandler has since carried on the business alone.
He has done a large amount of building and repairing in the south
ern part of the city. He built many fine residences, among which
may be named those of O. W. Guthrie and A. C. Ilurlbut, and has
remodeled the residences of A. A. Libby and A. McNeil. In 1881,
he opened a store, and stocked it with a full line of stoves, shelf and
builder's hardware, which he runs in connection with his trade. He
employs on an average twenty men in his business. He is a mem
ber of Home Lodge, No. 508, A.F.& A.M., and of Chicago Chap
ter, No. 127, R.A.M. Mr. Chandler was married, on July I, 1856,
to Miss Ann Eliza Dennick, of Syracuse, N. V., and has six child
ren,—Alfonso L., Lawrence O., Ellen Elizabeth, Lillian Leuthera,
Cornelius Lincoln, and Flora May.
FOWLER & Carr. —This firm of contractors and builders was
established in 1866, by Charles C. Fowler and George Carr. They
have done a large and prosperous business, and have erected many
elegant residences in Chicago, Hyde Park, and elsewhere, among
which may be mentioned one for F. A. Hibbard on Lake Avenue,
between Oakwood Avenue and Brooks Street ; three for R. \V.
Dunham, on Lake Avenue, near Thirty-ninth Street ; two for Ed
ward Silvey; two for Mrs. Clark on Ellis Avenue; one for C. H.
Fowler, at Winona, III. They also remodeled Farwell Hall. They
employ about twenty-five men, and do a business of $60,000 annually.
Charles C. Fowler was born at Kingston, Canada, on Novem
ber II, 1840, and is the son of Samuel B. and Christena (McTavish)
Fowler. He learned the carpenter's trade at Kingston, and worked
at it there about seven years. In 1S62, he went to Scotland, where
he was employed at his trade and where he learned the profession
of an architect. In 1864, he moved to London, England, remain
ing one year, when he returned to Canada. In 1866, he came to
Chicago, and engaged in the building business with George Carr,
as a member of the present firm. lie is a member of Landmark
Lodge, No. 424, A.F. & A.M. Mr. Fowler was married, on
June 16, 1869, to Miss Frances Carr, of Kingston, Canada. They
have five children, —Gordon, Herbert, Mary, Susie, and Bessie.
George Carr was born at Kingston, Canada, on June 24, 1843,
and is the son of George and Mary (Kemp) Carr. He learned the
carpenter's trade, when he was fourteen years old, from his father,
who was a contractor and builder at Kingston. After working at
the trade about five years, he commenced business for himself,
which he followed until 1866, when he came to Chicago and entered
into partnership with Charles C. Fowler. Mr. Carr was married,
on June 16, 1869, to Miss Elizabeth Ann Lark, of Kingston, Can
ada. They have three children, —Bertha M., Georgie E. and
Ralph L.
Frederick C. Heath was born at Windsor, Broome Co., N.
Y., on December 14, 1833, and is the son of Asa and Mercy (Cone)
Heath. He came to Chicago in 185 1, and after clerking one year
in the store of his brother, Francis C. Heath, was employed in
steamboating on the Mississippi and Missouri rivers until 1861,
when he returned to Chicago. He was engaged one year in lum
bering, and was then employed by Newton Chapin in bridge-build
ing about three years. He worked about a year with L. B. Boomer,
and then with C. E. Fuller, building bridges in Tennessee. In
1S67, he returned to Chicago, and commenced business on his own
account as a carpenter and builder, since which time he has been
actively engaged in the trade. He built a fine residence on Fortyseventh Street, in Hyde Park, for N. S. Bouton; six houses for F.
H. Winston, on Division Street; six houses for Judge Waite, three
for Mrs. R. M. Dorman, and many others in all parts of the city
and suburbs. Mr. Heath was married, on February 10, 1880, to
Mrs. Jennie Lee, of Broome County, New York.
William G. Waddell was born at Gallipolis, Gallia Co.,Ohio,
on November 25, 1822, and is the son of James and Temperance
(Cunningham) Waddell. His parents removed to Crawfordsville,
Ind., in 1S31, where they remained two years, and then moved to
Michigan City, Ind. In 1S40, they settled at Freeport, 111. Mr.
Waddell learned the carpenter's trade from his father, who was a
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carpenter and builder, and engaged in business at Freeport, on his
own account, in 1S42, where he followed it until 1871, when he
came to Chicago, and formed a partnership with George Renn, un
der the firm name of Kenn & Waddell, contractors. In 1879, tne
firm was dissolved, since which time he has been in business by
himself. He has been an extensive builder, and has erected a large
number of line residences in the city. He built sixty for Jerome
Beecher, on Indiana, Calumet, Forest, and Prairie avenues, be
tween Thirty-third and Thirty-fifth streets. In 1883, he built one
hundred elegant residences in Chicago, these being only a few of
the many he has erected. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity,
and has taken all the degrees up to and including the thirty-second.
Mr. Waddell was married, on November 25, 1879, to Miss Elsie
Crockett, of Chicago.
John Newquist was born in Wexio, Sweden, on December
12, 1848, and is the son of Peter and Christine (Benson) Newquist.
When twelve years of age, he commenced to learn the trade of a
carpenter and cabinet-maker, and worked at it until 1869, in which
year he came to America, and settled in Minneapolis, Minn., where
he worked for a short time. In 1 871 , he moved to Chicago, and
was employed by the National School Furniture Company, in the
manufacture of school-desks. In 1875, he commenced business as a
stair-builder on his own account. He now employs from twenty-five
to fifty men, and does a business of $100,000 annually. lie built
ninety-two flights of hardwood stairs for John V. Farwell & Co.'s
wholesale store, at a cost of $25,000. He constructed the stairs for
Mandel Brothers, on State Street; for the Imperial Building, on
Clark Street; for the residence of John V. Farwell; for four houses
of Potter Palmer, and many others in all parts of the city. I le was
married, on April 14, 1882, to Miss Jennie Conklin, of Dubuque, la.
HoWTING & Crowhurst. — This firm of contractors and
builders was established, in 1881, by James H. Howting and
Charles C. Crowhurst, for the purpose of doing a general contract
ing and building business. Although the firm is young, both
members of it having had much experience, it has done a large trade,
and employs from seventy-five to one hundred men during the busy
season. In 1883, in connection with their other business, they
bought lots and erected houses thereon, which they sell on monthly
installments. During 18S4, they erected and sold about thirty-five
cottages on this plan.
James II. Howling was born at Sheerness, on the island of
Sheppey, County of Kent, England, and is the son of James and
Sarah (Ellis) Howting. He learned the trade of bricklayer at the
age of twelve years, but, after working at it about two years, gave it
up and learned the carpenter's trade in his native place. He
worked at that trade at Sheerness until 1867, and around London until
1869, when he came to Chicago. After his arrival here he was em
ployed as a journeyman carpenter by different contractors until
1881, when he entered into partnership with Charles C. Crowhurst.
Mr. Howting was married, on April 14, 1S65, to Miss Elizabeth
Hughes, of Sheerness, England. They have seven children,—
Mary Ann, Eleanor, Herbert, Emma E., PCdgar G., Walter and
Frank.
Charles C. Crowhurst was born at London, England, on March
12, 1848, and is the son of John and Emma (Cole) Crowhurst. He
learned the carpenter's trade from his father, who was a contractor
and builder in London, for whom he worked until 1870, when he
came to Chicago, and was employed by Messrs. Hopkins & McConnell, contractors, two years. He then went to work in the shops
of the Chicago & Alton Railroad Company, where he remained five
years ; afterward he was with Thomas Gunnigen, an old contractor,
for a year ; and then formed a partnership with James H. Howting.
Mr. Crowhurst was married, on September 6, 1S84, to Miss Eliza
beth Cousins, of Austin, 111.
D. Wade & Co.—This firm of contractors and builders was
formed in the spring of 18S3, by Daniel Wade and Thomas R.
McKillip, since which time they have built for the government of
Assiniboine, the governor's house and all the other public buildings
at the capital of" that territory. In 18S4, they built and shipped
one hundred and four houses to Buenos Ayres, South America.
Being what they term ready-made houses, the material for each
house is cut, fitted and marked so as to be readily put together, be
fore it is shipped; and thus a house can be put up in a few hours
after the material reaches its destination. They are leading build
ers of this class of houses in Chicago.
Daniel Wade is the son of John and Elizabeth (Race) Wade,
and was born on the Isle of Man. on August 23, 1837. He learned
the trade of a builder in his native place, where he worked at it
until 186S, when he came to Chicago. Soon after his arrival here,
he commenced the building of portable houses; but since 1S7S, has
devoted his time, mostly, to the building of his ready-made houses,
which he has shipped to Cuba, South America, India, and in fact
to nearly all parts of the world. Mr. Wade is an Episcopalian.
He was married, on April 15, 1858, to Miss Isabella Chinn Bishop,
of the Isle of Man. They have seven children,—Myra Isabella,
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John James, Elizabeth Margaret, Evan Henry, Malcolm C, Wal
ter H., and Mona Amelia.
Thomas A\ McKilhp is of Irish descent, and was born at
Kenosha, Wis., on October 26, 1861. His parents were William
and Bridget (Kearny) McKillip. In his younger days his father
was a bookbinder, but afterward in the grocery trade at Kenosha,
Wis. After leaving school, Thomas clerked in Chicago for W. H.
Calvin & Co., brokers and commission men, and the Western
Union Telegraph Company, until 1879, when he commenced work
for J. M. Ayer, of Chicago, builder of portable houses and refrige
rator-cars, with whom he remained until the formation of the firm
of I). Wade & Co. He is a young man of good ability, and thor
oughly understands his business.
Sl'ARR & Weiss, manufacturers of mouldings, Nos. 196- 202
North Union Street, was organized as a firm on June 15, 1880.
The original capital employed was some $4, 000, with a working
force of four men. The firm now employs twenty-five skilled work
men, and have a large trade, which is exclusively local. In addi
tion to unfinished mouldings, they manufacture compressed and
machine-cut bung-plugs and vent-plugs. The members of the firm
are Augustus Sparr and Frank Weiss, both of whom are skilled
mechanics in the business.
Augustus Sparr has been a resident of Chicago for nearly
twenty years. He was born at Earford, Germany, on September
I, 1S46. His father having been connected with the revolution of
1847 was compelled to leave his native land, for political reasons,
in 1S48, and came to America with his family, locating at St. Louis,
Mo. , where he died the ensuing year. The son then went with his
mother to Indiana, where they settled on a farm. For some years
he followed a farming life, and when quite a boy sawed wood on
what is now known as the Louisville, Chicago & New Albany Kailroad, the farm being located about six miles from New Albany.
When fourteen years of age, Mr. Sparr went to Cincinnati, Ohio,
where he remained until 1867, when he came to Chicago. In 18S0,
he became a partner in the enterprise which bears his name. Mr.
Sparr is a member of the Masonic fraternity. He was married in
1869, his wife dying two years later. He married a second time,
in 1S73, and has four children, —Cora L. , Myrtle, Charles L. and
Florence.
Frank Weiss has been a resident of Chicago since he was a
child. He was born in Bavaria, in 1S49. In 1S52, his parents
came to America. They stopped at New Orleans, at various points
along the Mississippi River, and finally located in Chicago. Here
the son was educated and learned his trade of wood-worker, in
which line he has been engaged for seventeen years, for some time
with Sammons, Clark .S: Co. In 1880, he entered into a partner
ship with Augustus Sparr. He is a member of the Foresters.
His parents are still living in Chicago. Mr. Weiss was married in
Chicago, in 1877, to Miss Minnie Sutterlee ; they have three chil
dren, — Hattie. John and Frank.
Harvey Sheeler was born on August 25, 1849, in Canada,
where his father died when he was about two years of age. In
1856, he moved to Chicago, and worked on a farm near the city un
til August 16, 1862, when he enlisted in Co. "F," 153d Regiment
Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He served in the Army of the Poto
mac most of the time, and saw much hard service. He was mus
tered out with his regiment in 1865, and returned to the near vicin
ity of Chicago, where he followed farming until 1873, when he en
gaged in the business of house-moving and raising, in which he still
continues. He moved all the buildings from the right-of-way of
the Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad within the city limits, the
contract price of which was$i8o,ooo. He has moved a large number
of buildings of all kinds in all parts of the city, and has done much
work in Grand Rapids, Indianapolis, Louisville, St. Louis, and St.
Paul. He was married, on May 15, 1879, to Miss Mary O'Con
nor, of Chicago. They have one child, —Harvey.
Marble and Stone Manufactures.—The in
crease in wealth has resulted in the erection of more or
nate private residences. This remark holds true in the
case even of those houses erected for purposes of rent
ing. An illustration is afforded by the increase in the
number of marble and stone workers since 1870, as
shown by the census returns for that year and 1880,
which are given below in tabular form. Stone fronts are
far more more common in private residences than before
or for some years after the fire, and stonecutters find their
resources taxed to the utmost to supply the constantly
increasing demand, a large proportion of which is local.
Limestone and sandstone are the most commonly used,
coming chiefly from Ohio, although Joliet stone has be
come very familiar to Chicago citizens. Marble is used

comparatively infrequently, except in interiors. Very
handsome work in this material is done in not a few yards
in this city. Of late years, however, the prevailing taste
for interior decoration has demanded wood of different
varieties, and this fact has not been without an influence
on the marble workers.
A considerable business has within a comparatively
few years sprung up in artificial stone for interior work,
and some very large contracts for work and material of
this sort have been performed. Much of the ornamen
tation of the Board of Trade building and of many
office-buildings are illustrations.
As in the case of the brick manufacturers, the only
statistics obtainable relative to the trade are those in the
U. S. census, which are here given:
hshments.
KstabValue
Em
Material.
Wages.
of
Year.
ployed. Capital.
Product.
1870. 26
1880. 52

1,008
956

$539,000
518,600

$541,520
482,564

$416,465 $1,301,675
606,249 1,336,591

PERCENTAGES OF INCREASE OR DECREASE.
In number of establishments
100 per cent, increase.
In number of employes
5 per cent, decrease.
In amount of capital
3)^ per cent, decrease.
In wages paid
10 per cent, decrease.
In cost of material
49 per cent, increase.
In value of product
2% per cent, increase.
Emanuel Earnshaw was born in 1826, near Huddersfield,
Yorkshire, England. He is descended from a family of builders,
and was early trained to the same business. At the age of thirty
he located in this city, where he has ever since been prominently
identified with the building interest. His first work was in connec
tion with the cut-stone industry. After the tire, he engaged in the
building business, and re-built most of the bridges that were de
stroyed in the conflagration. He also built the West Side Water
Works, and had full control of the erection of the crib. Since the
dissolution of a former partnership, he has built the Ontario Flats, the
Ryerson Building, St. Luke's Hospital, and the Rosenfeld Block.
He was one of the founders of the St. George's Society of this city,
and has always been an active member of that body. He has been
a member of the Masonic fraternity for about fifteen years. He
and his family are active supporters of Professor Swing's Church.
Mr. Earnshaw married, in England, Miss Mary Brook. They
have two children, —Charles (a builder) and Emily (now the wife of
Byron V. Busher).
Henry Furst & Co.—This firm of cut-stone contractors was
formed on March I, 1885, by Henry Furst, Peter W. Neu, and
Henry Furst, Jr., for the purpose of continuing the business origin
ally established by Henry Furst in 1861. They employ about
sixty men, and although Mr. Furst had done a business of $75,000
annually when he was alone, they still continue about the same.
Their stone-yard is fitted up with power and saws, which enable
them to turn out a very large amount of dressed stone on short
notice. They have on hand, at all times, a large stock of all kinds
of building stone, and hence can supply such demands as are made
for the product of their manufacture with as little delay as is com
patible with accuracy of detail.
Henry Furst, Sr., was born at Ottweiler, near Saarbrllck, Ger
many, on July 25, 1832, and is the son of Jacob and Catherine
(Bruck) Furst. He attended school in his native town until he was
fourteen years of age, after which he learned the stone-cutter's trade
at the same place, where he worked for four years, and then went
to Saarbriick, where he was employed at his trade for two years.
In 1853, he came to America, and worked at his trade in Cleveland,
Ohio, and other places until 1S55, when he came to Chicago, with
out money or influential friends, but with a thorough and practical
knowledge of his trade. He was here employed by the Illinois
Stone Company as a journeyman stone-cutter until 1861, when he
formed a partnership with Henry Kerber, under the firm name of
Furst & Kerber, cut-stone contractors. They carried on the trade to
gether for four years, when the firm was dissolved. Mr. Furst then
commenced the same business on his own account, and built many of
the finest cut-stone buildings in the city, among which are the ele
gant residences of C. H. McCormick, T. C. Verkes, Jr., J. W.
l)oane, and S. M. Nickerson. lie is also a member of the firm of
Wolff, Jacobs & Co., who are extensively engaged in quarrying
brown sandstone on the shore of Lake Superior. In March, 18S5,
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he formed the present partnership. He has been very successful in (Pauline) Batchen. His parents removed to Washington, D. C-,
all his undertakings, and has reason to be proud of the extensive when he was quite young, where they remained until 1865, in which
business he has built up. Mr. Furst is a member of Herder Lodge, year they came to Chicago. He received an excellent education in
No. 669, A.F. & A.M., and of Wiley M. Egan Chapter, No. 126, the public schools of this city, and of Louisville, Ky., being a
R. A.M. He has also been a member of the Germania Hruderbund pupil there under Professor Henry H. Belfield, afterward princi
Society for twenty-seven years. He was married, on April 10, 1856, pal of the North Division High School, and now director of the
to Miss Julia Gernhardt, of Chicago, formerly a resident of Lege- well known Manual Training School. He engaged in business as
feldt, Saxony. They have one child,—
Henry, Jr.
Peter IV. Neu was born in Germa
ny, on June 12, 1846, and is the son of
John and Maria (Weber) Neu. He
commenced to learn the stone-cutter's
trade in 1862, in his native place, where
he worked at it for six years. In 1868,
he came to Chicago, and was employed
one year as a journeyman stone-cutter,
after which he entered into partnership
with his uncle Peter, under the firm name
of Peter Neu & Co., cut-stone contract
ors. They carried on the trade together
until 1S74, when the firm was dissolved
After this, he worked as a journeyman
stone-cutter (live years with Henry Furst,
Sr. ) until the present firm was formed.
Mr. Neu was married, on January 10,
1882, to Miss Annie Lutz, of Chicago.
They have one child,—Clarence.
Henry Furst, Jr., was born on No
vember 19, 1863, and is the son of Hen
ry and Julia (Gernhardt) Furst. He
attended the public schools of Chicago
until i83o, when he entered Yale Col
lege, and took a business course of about
two years. He then returned home and
worked for his father until March, 1885,
when he became a member of the present
firm.
James Batchen was born in Scot
land, on May 26, 1829, and is the son of
Alexander and Isabella (Allen) Batchen.
About 1845, he was apprenticed to his
brother, who was a cut-stone contractor,
for whom he served four years, thor
oughly learning his trade. He then went
to Edinburgh, Scotland, where he was
employed as a journeyman stone-cutter
about four years. In 1S53, he came to
America and settled at Washington, D.
C, where he worked at his trade on
many of the finest buildings in that city
After remaining there about ten years,
he came to Chicago, and for some years
was employed as a journeyman. He
afterward sold his property in this city
and went to Louisville, Ky. He returned
to Chicago in 1869, and commenced busi
ness as a partner in the firm of Tayler &
Batchen, cut-stone contractors, at corner
of Harrison and Franklin streets. This
firm carried on the business until 1875,
when Mr. Tayler died and the firm was
dissolved. Soon afterward Mr. Batchen
MICHIGAN AVENUE, NORTH FROM THIRTY-K1RST.
formed a partnership with John Smith,
under the style of Batchen & Smith, and
in 1 88 1 moved to present location. They continued the trade a wholesale dealer in building stone in 188 1 and is northwestern
until the death of Mr. Smith, which occurred in January, agent for the buff and blue oolitic limestone of the Hoosier Stone
1885, and since then Mr. Batchen has carried on the business by Company, Bedford, Ind.; for the Hummelstown brownstone, of
himself. During his residence in Chicago he has furnished the Dauphin County, Penn.; and the Potomac red sandstone, of Wash
cut-stone for many of the finest buildings in the city, among ington, D. C. Mr. Batchen has established for himself a national
which are the Singer Building, fourteen fine residences on St. John's reputation on account of his thorough knowledge of the quarrying
Place, eleven stone-front residences on Wabash Avenue ; the Ma
interests of the United States, and his untiring energy, as well as
sonic Hall on Cottage Grove Avenue, near Thirty-eighth Street ; his generosity, have been of great benefit to the General Govern
six marble-front residences in Ellis Park ; a fine block of buildings ment and to many leading educational institutions. The report on
on Cottage Grove Avenue, near Thirty-seventh Street ; the elegant stone construction in Chicago, for the building-stone investigation
residence of Godfrey Snydecker, on Michigan Avenue, near Twenty- of the tenth census, was compiled by him. He obtained all the
fifth Street ; the administration building and isolated pavilion of specimens from the Illinois quarries for the building and ornamental
the Cook County Hospital ; and many others in all parts of the city stone collection of the United States National Museum, at Wash
and suburbs. He is a member of Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, ington, D. C. With the exception of a few sent by Professor Allan
A.F. & A.M.; of Excelsior Lodge, I.O.O.F., of Washington, C. Conover, of Madison, Wis., Mr. Batchen has been the largest
D. C; and of Illinois Council, No. 615, Royal Arcanum. Mr. contributor of specimens of building stone to the building and orna
Batchen was married, in October, 185S, to Miss FCleanor Pauline, mental stone collection of the Smithsonian Institute, having sent
of Washington. D. C. They have three children, —John S. F., between three thousand and four thousand specimen cubes from
James P., and Margaret S.
different quarries, located all over the United States, Mexico and
John' S. F. Batchen was born at Ivy Bank, Fairfax Co., Va., Scotland. Sample cubes were sent by him from the quarries on the
on October 24, 1859, and is the eldest son of James and Eleanor line of the following railroads: Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, Hot
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Springs, Atlantic & Pacific, Missouri Pacific, Chesapeake iv. Ohio,
Kansas Pacific, St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern, Pensacola &
Atlantic, Grand Trunk of Canada, Mexican Central of Mexico,
Great North of Scotland, Union Pacific, Jacksonville, St. Augustine
& Halifax River, Savannah, Florida & Western, Louisville & Nash
ville, Denver & Rio Grande, Denver & South Park. Colorado Cen
tral, Atlantic & Western, Central Pacific, Baltimore & Ohio, Virginia
Midland, Philadelphia & Reading, Louisville, New Albany & Chi
cago, Pennsylvania, and Southern Pacific. He also sent a number
of specimens to the State Museum at Springfield, III. The BatchenCorcoran collection of building and ornamental stones in the Uni
versity of Virginia, at Charlottesville, Va. , and the J. S. F. Batchen
collection in the Washington and Lee University, at Lexington,
Va., are gifts from him to those institutions.
Falter Brothers.—This firm of cut-stone contractors was
established in 1872, by Peter and Philip Falter. They do a general
business in cut-stone, and have erected many fine buildings through
out the city. They built M. Brand's Hall, the College of Physi
cians and Surgeons, Peter Schuttler's fine residence, the Fuller &
Fuller Block, and a church on the corner of McGregor and Hanover
streets. These are only a few of the many prominent buildings
erected by Falter Brothers. They employ from forty to fifty men.
and do a business of $65,000 annually.
Peter Falter is a son of Philip II. and Barbara (Lahr) Falter,
and was born in Germany, on November 13, 1S43. He learned the
trade of a stone-cutter in his native town in 1S58. In 1868, he came
to America, and worked in New York City until 1871, when he
came to Chicago. He was employed as a journeyman stone-cutter
a few months, and then engaged in business with his brother Philip,
under the present firm name. He was married, in 1S73, to Miss
Eliza Hehn, of Chicago. They have three children, —Philip,
Charles and Edward.
J1hilip Falter was born on March 18, 1849, in Germany, and
is a son of Philip II. and Barbara (Lahr) Falter. He learned the
trade of a stone-cutter in Germany, in 1803, where he worked at it
about six years. He came to America in 1869, and was emploved
as a journeyman stone-cutter in New York City, until 1872, when
he came to Chicago. After working a few months at his trade
here, he formed a partnership with his brother Peter, and thus
founded the present firm. He was married, on June 6, 1875, to
Miss Eva Braun, of Chicago. They have five children, —Charles,
Carrie, Frederick, Evaline, and Henry.
Fletcher Brothers.—This firm was established by Abra
ham, Isaac, and Japhet Fletcher in 1S72, for the purpose of doing
a general business as cut-stone contractors. They have had a good
and prosperous trade, having erected a large number of fine buildings
in the city. They put up twenty-five fine residences, three and four
stories with basements, on Ogden Avenue and Washington Street;
one for F. H. Winston, on Pine and Superior streets; and eighteen
for C. W. & E. Pardridge, on Thirty-seventh Street and Stanton
Avenue; and a large number of others. They employ about twentyfive men, and do a business of from §30,000 to $50,000 annually.
Abraham Fletcher died in 1S77, and his brother Japhet in 1SS3,
but the business is still done under the original firm name.
Isaac Fletc/ier was born in Yorkshire, England, on April
21, 1837, and is the son of Japhet and Mary (Rhodes)
Fletcher. When he was fourteen years old, he was apprenticed to
a stone-cutter of his native place, until he was twenty-one years of
age. In 1858, he came to America, remaining a short time in
Chicago, and at Mount Pleasant, Iowa. In the fall of 1858, he
settled in Alton, 111., and there carried on the business of a stone
cutter until 1S66. For about three years afterward, he was engaged
in bridge building on the Missouri Pacific, and the St. Louis,
Iron Mountain & Southern railroads. In 1869, he was emploved
as assistant superintendent in the stone department of the Jolict
Penitentiary, until 1S72, when he came to Chicago and entered the
firm of Fletcher Brothers. He was married to Miss Lydia Mann,
of Alton, 111., in 1862. They have five children, —Jessie, Elizabeth ,
Isaac, George, and Edward.
John Rawle, cut-stone contractor, was born at Exford,
Somersetshire, England, on May 3, 1843, and is a son of John and
Mary (Poole) Rawle. He received a common school education in
the vicinity of his birthplace, and then learned the trade of a stone
cutter and carver, which he followed in his native country for
several years; he was also a draughtsman in the office of Sir Charles
Fox, who was the engineer of the first London World's Exposition,
in 1851, and of a number of railroads in Russia, China, Japan, and
South America. In 1868, Mr. Rawle came to America, landing at
Portland, Maine, in May. He there worked at his trade for a
time, and subsequently removed to St. Louis, where he remained
until the fall of 1868, when he came to Chicago. He shortly after
ward went to New York, and from thence to England, where he
remained until the spring of 1S69, and then returned to Chicago, of
which city he has since been a resident, with the exception of a short
time that he was engaged in business at Washington, Daviess Co.,

Ind. In the spring of 1872, he established himself in business here,
and has since held a prominent position with the architects, builders,
and contractors, having, in the course of his business, furnished
cut-stone for many of the finest buildings in this city and through
out the United States. He took an active part in the formation of
the Carbondale Brown-Stone Company, of which he is now presi
dent and treasurer. The product of this company is largely in
demand from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from Lake Superior
to the (iulf of Mexico. Its yards at present occupy Nos. 468-47S
Fifth Avenue. Of the sixty-five firms which started in busi
ness in 1872, there are but two other firms besides his that have
retained their existence until the present time, which is due to his
attention to business and the superior quality of his workmanship.
In 1S85, he married Miss Augusta E. Zick, a native of this city
and a daughter of Daniel and Augusta Zick.
McFarlane & Gibson.—This firm was established in 1882,
by Norman McFarlane and Alexander F. Gibson. They are cutstone contractors and dealers in rubble and fcxiting stone. Their
yard is supplied with mills and power, by which they saw and pre
pare the material ready for building. They have erected some of
the finest residences in the city, among which are a green-stone res
idence of W. R. Lynn, the Pennsylvania gray-stone residence and
barn of George V. Hankins, the residences of Mr. Spafford and Mr.
Mills, near Garfield Park. They employ about twenty-five men,
and do business of $25,000 annually.
Norman McFarlane was born at Coupar Angus, Perthshire,
Scotland, on January 4, 1S46, and is the son of William and Klizabeth (Will) McFarlane. He learned the trade of a stone-cutter in
1862, at which he worked until 1869, two years of the time in Lon
don, England, and one year in Glasgow, Scotland. He came to
America in 1869, and was employed at his trade, in New York
City, about three years. In 1S72, he moved to Chicago, and
worked as a journeyman stone-cutter until 1S82, when he became
a partner in the present firm. Mr. McFarlane was married, on
January 1, 1868, to Miss Elizabeth Christie, of Loch Side, Forfar
shire, Scotland. They have six children,—Jennie, George, Filizabeth, Norman, Thomas and William.
Alexander F. Gibson was born at Drumlithie, Kincardineshire,
Scotland, on April 28, 1845, and is the son of George and Margaret
(Reith) Gibson. He learned the trade of a stone-cutter, in 1862,
in Glasgow, Scotland, where he worked at it seven years. In 1869,
he came to America, and was emploved about a year at his trade in
the City of New York ; then went to Indiana, working at Evansville
and Indianapolis until 1S72, when he moved to Chicago, and
worked as a journeyman stone-cutter, two years of the time being
foreman for John Kearns. In 1S82, he became a member of the
present firm. Mr. Gibson was married, on September 9, 1876, to
Miss Isabella L. Noll, of Chicago. They have three children,—
Cora, George and Maud.
Ebertshakuser & Riley.—This firm of cut and sawed stone
contractors was established in 1S82, by Henry l^bertshaeuser and
George Riley, for the purpose of taking contracts and doing a gen
eral business in stonework. They have a large yard ami saw-mill,
where they prepare the stone ready for building purposes. They
have erected many fine buildings in this city, a few of which are
St. Malachi's Church and school, the tine residence of C. Watrous,
three fine residences on South Park Avenue, near Thirty-fifth
Street, and the elegant residence of K. G. Smith. They employ
about twenty men, and do a business of $50,000 annually.
Henry Fbcrtshacuser was born at Fachbach, Nassau, Germany,
on April 5, 1S59, and is the son of Jacob and Anna (Grisar) F)bertshaeuser. His parents came to America in 1867, and settled in
Chicago, where he learned the trade of a stone-cutter, when he was
fourteen years old, from Peter Neu, for whom he worked four
years. He was then employed as a journeyman stone-cutter about
five years, and, in 1882, entered into partnership with George Riley,
under the present firm name. He was married, on April 23, 1885,
to Miss Magdalen 7-uber, of Chicago.
George Rileyvas, born in Kings County, Ireland, on March 7,
1852, and is the son of John and Elizabeth (O'Maley) Riley.
When he was thirteen years of age, he was apprenticed to a stone
cutter, whom he served several years. In 1872, he came to Chi
cago, and was employed by Fletcher Brothers, cut-stone contractors,
for about six years, and also by Henry Furst, for about four years,
when he became a member of the present firm. Mr. Riley was
married, on July 28, 1873, to Miss Margaret Boland, of Chicago.
They have five children, — Mary, John, Elizabeth, Margaret, and
Catharine.
The Chicago & Vert Island Stone Company was incor
porated in April, 1883, with a capital stock of $160,000. The
officers of the company are Hugh Templeton, president; Cuthbert
McArthur, secretary; Philip Henne, treasurer; and John McArthur, general manager. The company was organized for the
purpose of quarrying, shipping, and dealing in Vert Island sand
stone. They have extensive quarries on Vert Island, in Nipigon
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Bay, Ontario, Canada, yielding the finest quality of stone for build
ing purposes, which is rapidly gaining favor in this city and else
where. They employ about seventy-five men, and do a business of
$125,000 annually.
Cuthbert McArthur was born at Chicago, on February 22,
1851, and is the son of John and Christina (Cuthbertson) McArthur.
He was educated in the public schools of Chicago, having passed
through all the grades of the Brown School, from which he gradua
ted in 1865. He was employed as draughtsman by the Iioard of
Public Works from 1866 to 1872, then he was engaged in his
father's foundry until 1S77. During 1S76, he was in San Francisco,
superintending the putting up of the iron-work on the Sub-Treas
ury Building, which was furnished from his father's foundry.
Having served one year as draughtsman in the Cook County
Recorder's office, in 187S he was engaged, with James I.illie, in
the construction of the Illinois Eastern Hospital for the Insane, at
Kankakee. In 1879, he entered the employ of Wright & Tyrrell,
real-estate dealers, as a clerk in their office, and remained with that
firm until he was elected secretary of the Chicago & Vert Island
Stone Company, which position he now occupies. Mr. McArthur
was also appointed secretary of the Board of West Chicago Park
Commissioners on April I, 188;.
E. L. Kastholm & Co.—This firm of cut-stone contractors
was established in the spring of 1884, by Emil L. Kastholm, Gabriel
Jacobs, Peter Ambrosini, and Peter Spang. Although they have
been in business but one year, they have had a splendid trade, and
have erected many important buildings, among which are the Emer
son, Burr, and Brainard school-houses; a Catholic church, on Illinois
Street; the elegant residence of E. Marrenner, and the residence of
Mrs. Maynard. They employ about twenty-five men, and last year
did a business of $23,000.
Emil L. Kastholm was born at Copenhagen, Denmark, on
April 9, 1855, and is the son of Jens L. and Annie Kastholm. He
came to Chicago in 1866, and worked as a glass-blower and painter
two years. In 1868, he learned the stone-cutter's trade from Louis
Wilier, with whom he remained four years, and then was employed
as a journeyman until 1833, during five years of that time being
foreman for Tomlinson & Reed, working on the Court House. In
the spring of 18S4, the present firm was organized by four practical
and experienced stone-cutters, and Mr. Kastholm took charge of
the contracting part of the business, lie was married, on June io,
1S83, to Cecil Fletcher, a native of London, England. They have
one child, Emil L.
GabrielJacobs was born in Vinchiaturo, Italy, on February 8,
1849, and is the son of Bernardino and Mary (Lembo) Jacobs. He
learned the trade of a stone-cutter in Italy, in 1864, working at it
there until 1873, when he came to America. He was employed at
his trade about a year and a half at Kingston, N. V., and then
went to Canada, where he worked on the Welland Canal about two
years. In 1877, he came to Chicago, where he found employment
at his trade until he became a member of the present firm, in 1S84.
Mr. Jacobs is a member of Home Lodge, No. 416, A.F. & A.M.
He was married, on February 23, 1874, to Miss Jennie A. Cornell,
of Kingston, N. Y. They have four children,— Henry B., May
L., Joseph, and James A.
Peter Ambrosini was born in Italy, on October 6, 1852, and is
the son of James and Annie (Donadio) Ambrosini. When fourteen
years old, he learned the trade of a stone-cutter, and worked at it
fourteen years in Italy. He came to Chicago in 18S0, and was em
ployed at his trade, as a journeyman, for four years, when he be
came a member of the present firm. He was married, on January
14, 1882, to Miss Linda Ginocckio, of Chicago.
Peter Spang was born in Germany, on June 22, 1838, and is
the son of John and Mary (Gotto) Spang. After having served in
the German army for several years, in 1802 he commenced to learn
the stone-cutter's trade, and worked at it in his native country about
four years. He came to Chicago in 1866, and worked here as a
journeyman for eighteen years, when he became a member of the
present firm. Mr. Spang was married, on June 15, 1868, to Miss
Mary Kost, of Aurora, 111. They have one child, — Katie.
.Michael A. Jacobs is a native of Italy, and was born on Octo
ber 12, 1862. He was brought up in that country until his six
teenth year, partly learning the trade of stone-cutter. In 1878, he
came to America, and, after passing a few months in Canada, came
to Chicago, where he has since permanently resided. For many
years he was carver in the stone-yards of Tomlinson & Reed, and
his fine workmanship has become well known. In 18S4, when the
firm of E. L. Kastholm it Co. was formed, Mr. Jacobs took an in
terest in the business, and remains so identified up to the present
time. Mr. Jacobs is well known among the many stone contractors
of the city, and his firm has already become prominent and success
ful, owing to the superior work that is turned out of their shops.
He was married, on April 10, 18S4, to Miss Anna Cornell, of
Kingston, N. Y.
The Pioneer Fire-proof Construction Company came
into existence as a stock company in November, 18S0, under the
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title of the Ottawa Tile Company, which name has since been
changed as above. Its incorporators were George M. Moulton,
president ; A. T. Griffin, vice-president ; and E. V. Johnson, sec
retary, treasurer and general manager. The company was organ
ized for the manufacture of the hollow tile used in fire-proofing
buildings, the invention of George H. Johnson, under whose di
rection the first hollow flat arch and partition wall in America were
constructed in the Kendall Building (now known as the Equitable
Life Assurance Society Building), on the southwest corner of Wash
ington and Dearborn streets, this city. All of the floors and walls
of that building are built of hollow tile. The clay used in the
manufacture of the hollow tile is obtained in Ottawa, 111., where
the buildings of the company are located. They are three stories
high, 175x200 feet in dimensions, and have thirteen kilns in con
stant operation. George H. Johnson was the original patentee of
the hollow tile used by the company, obtaining his first patent in
1870, three additional patents being since secured. During 1 88 1 ,
some of the most massive structures ever erected in Chicago were
fire-proofed with hollow tile, among which are the Board of Trade
and Pullman Buildings.
George //. Johnson, among the most prominent architects of
the age, was born in Manchester, England, in 1830, and was the
son of Isaac Johnson, a hatter and furrier. He received his early
education in the common schools of his native city, and at the age
of sixteen w.as employed by Robert Neil & Sons, contractors and
builders of the same city. Being gifted with a natural talent for
architectural mechanism, he made rapid progress in his studies, and
after three years of apprenticeship, established a business for him
self. In 1852, accompanied by his wife and child, he came to
America, and immediately became the manager of the Architectural
Iron Works in New York City. He filled that position for ten
years, during which time the greater portion of the architectural
work placed by the company was designed and finished by him, and
as a token of appreciation of his services he was given a certificate
by the president of the company, to that effect, in 1874. During the
period he was in their employ, he designed and finished many prom
inent iron buildings, among which are the United States warehouse,
at Atlantic Dock, Brooklyn; the United States Arsenal storehouse,
at Watervliet, N. Y. ; the Singer Building in New York; the Grover
& Baker Sewing Machine Building, made in the original form of a
gothic window; the Gilsey Office Building, in New York; and many
others equally well known. He came to Chicago in i860, at which
time he erected, under the direction of J. M. Van Osdel, four large
iron-front buildings on Lake Street, for T. Tuttle and others, re
marking then the grand possibilities for Chicago, little thinking of
the revolution in fire-proof buildings which his future inventions
would cause. Being then in the service of the Architectural Iron
Works, he returned to New York, and, after severing his connec
tion with that company two years later, started business for himself,
and added largely to his reputation as an architect in that city.
Immediately after the close of the Civil War, he went to Richmond,
Va., and put up a number of prominent buildings. After remain
ing there two years, he went to Baltimore in 1867, and was interested
with Hayward, liartlet & Co. until 1869, when he went to Buffalo,
remaining there until 1871. While in Buffalo, he built the Niagara
and Plympton fire-proof grain elevators, besides other buildings of
note. In the early part of 1871, he took an extended trip through
Europe, studying the ancient and modern designs of architecture
on the continent; and on his return to New York City, he went
earnestly to work to perfect his original inventions in fire-proofing.
On October 12, 1871, he came to Chicago, and when surveying the
smoking ruins of this great city, conceived the idea of fire-proof
hollow tiling for buildings; so that from the greatest holocaust in
the history of the world comes the greatest invention for the per
petuation of perfected architecture. Following out his original de
signs, he built, in the spring following, the first fire-proof building
ever erected on this continent; and although the originator of the
recent building material, he gave the credit of the invention to those
who lived two thousand years before his time, and only claimed the
revival of a lost art used by the F'gyptians many years before the
birth of Christ. From the Kendall Building he obtained other con
tracts, and erected the Cook County Jail and Court House. In
1874, business in Chicago having fallen off, owing to the amount
of building done the three years previously, Mr. Johnson went to
New York, and commenced business there. In May of the same
year he again went to Europe, remaining there four months, study
ing the particular architecture of each country throughout Contin
ental Europe. Upon his return to America, he entered with spirit
upon the subject of fire-proof material, and had intended to intro
duce his inventions in New Y'ork City; but owing to the lack of
appreciation of his advanced theories regarding fire-proofing, he
met with but little encouragement, and returning to Chicago in
September, 1877, he formed a partnership with George M. Moul
ton, the firm name being Johnson & Co. , continuing until his death,
which occurred in 1879. Mr. Johnson was twice married,—first in
May, 1851, to Miss Maria Salkeld, of Manchester, England, by
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which marriage he had nine children, only three of whom are living:
Ernest V., Harold, and Clara M. He was married the second time
in 1870, to Miss Emily Johnson, of Sheffield, England, by whom
he had two children,— Robert and Joseph, now in England with
their mother. His son, Harold, is now an apprentice with Robert
Neil & Sons, at Manchester.
Georgt M. Moulton was born at Reedsborough, Bennington
Co., Vt., on March 15, 1851. When two years of age, he came

an elevator at that point for the Green Bay & Minnesota Railroad
Co., and afterward built elevators at St. Louis and Baltimore. In
September, 1877. still retaining the partnership with his father, he
became a partner in the firm of Johnson & Co., until that copart-.
nership was dissolved, by the death of the senior member of the
firm, in 1879. At that time, by a special arrangement, the busi
ness was continued under the old firm name until the present stock
company was formed, in 1880, under the style of the Ottawa Tile
Company, subsequently changed to the
Pioneer Fire-Proof Construction Com
pany. Mr. Moulton is prominent in
Masonic circles, being a member of Cov
enant Lodge, No. 526, A. F. & A.M.: of
Corinthian Chapter, No. 69, R.A.M.;
of Chicago Council, No. 4, R.& S.M.;
of St. Bernard Commandery. No. 35,
K.T.; and of Oriental Consistory, S. P.
R. S., 320, and co-ordinate bodies of
the A. & A. Scottish Rite in the Valley
of Chicago. He is also an officer in the
Grand Commandery, K.T., of the State
of Illinois. He is president of the River
Bank Coal Company, at Streator, III.;
vice-president of the K. T. and Masons''
Life Indemnity Company; and president
of the Excelsior Loan Association. With
two others, he has recently taken out a
charter for a corporation to be known as
the Illinois Masonic Orphans' Home, a
benevolent institution for the benefit of
Masons' orphans and widows, of which
corporation he is the president. Mr.
Moulton was married on March 12, 1873,
to Miss F'lora A. Garland, of Burlington,
Iowa. They have two children,—Edith
M. and Arthur G.
Ernest I'. Johnson, is a son of
George H. Johnson, and was born at
New York City, on February 14, 1859.
1 ie received his early education at Buf
falo, N. Y., and was a pupil at Ernst
Academy, in that city. At the age of
thirteen years, he left school and became
an apprentice with a civil engineer and
architect in New York City. For six
years he had the advantage of a system
atic training by his employer. At the
age of nineteen, he came to Chicago,
entering into business with his father,
whose death two years later caused a
dissolution of the firm of Johnson & Co.,
and upon a special agreement with the
surviving partner, Mr. Moulton, an ar
rangement was entered into, whereby the
business was continued until the present
stock company was organized in Novem
ber, 1S80. Mr. Johnson has carried out
the original designs of his father in a
praiseworthy manner. Had the unfin
ished patents of the father fallen into
less energetic hands than those of the
son, the benefit which the world will de
rive from them would never have been
realized. Mr. Johnson is a meml>er of
Covenant Lodge, No. 526, A.F. & A.M.;
MICHIGAN AVENUE AND JACKSON STREET.
of Corinthian Chapter, No. 69, R.A.M.;
of Chicago Council, No. 4, R. & S.M.;
with his parents to Chicago, and, when old enough to attend school, and of St. Bernard Commandery, No. 35, K.T.
became a pupil at the Scammon and Ogden schools, afterward
Frank M. Nichols was born in the State of New York, on
entering the West Division High School, and graduating with the September 24, 1834, and is the son of Lewis and Emeline (Fish)
class of 1868. At the age of seventeen, he worked with his father, Nichols. His mother was a niece of ex-Secretary Hamilton Fish.
who was at that time superintending the building of the Rock Island He came to Chicago in 1845, and engaged in mercantile pursuits
Railroad car-shops in this city. Afterward his father had the con until 1865, when he commenced the publication of The Reporter, a
tract for building the Illinois Central Klevator " IS," and George monthly journal devoted to the interests of marble and stone work
served as timekeeper. In February, 1870, he went to Duluth, ers. The Reporter reaches every section of the United States and
Minn., as bookkeeper and construction clerk for the Union Im Canada, and large numbers are mailed to regular subscribers in
provement and Elevator Co. He remained at Duluth and Stillwater Europe. It is the only journal of the kind in the world. Mr.
nearly two years, in the employ of the company, and in the fall of Nichols has an accomplished corps of artists, special designers,
1871 returned to Chicago. He then, in company with his father, painters, model and plaster makers actively employed, and new de
was interested in the construction of the Catena Klevator, becom
signs are continually being produced. He is now fitting up a
ing a partner with his father in March, 1S72, the firm name being marble and granite dealers' exchange, where he will keep a full
J. T. Moulton & Son. After the partnership was formed, the supply of all kinds of stone, tools, and material used in the trade.
Advance and East St. Louis elevators were built, as were also the He carries on the business under the firm name of Nichols & Co.,
elevators at Bethalto, Til., St. Genevieve, Mo., and the Central notwithstanding there is no one interested with him in trade. He
Elevator, at St. Louis. He returned to Chicago in the fall of employs from fifteen to twenty men, and does a business of $50,000
IS73, antl the following spring went to Winona, Minn., erecting annually. Mr. Nichols was married, on May 24, 1877, t° Miss
Mini Hudson, of Cincinnati, Ohio.
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MASON CONTRACTORS.
James McGraw, a resident of Chicago since 1839, and well
known as a leading building contractor, was born in Jefferson
County, N. Y., on February 1, 1827. His father, James Mc
Graw, was born in Ireland ; and his mother, whose maiden name
was Phoebe Thompson, was a lady of French descent, born at
Broome, N. Y. The family resided in the State of New York until
James was eight years of age ; they then removed to Kalamazoo,
Mich., where they made their home until 1839, coining to Chicago
in that year. James attended private schools during his residence
at Kalamazoo, and when he came here he was apprenticed to A. S.
Sherman, a builder and contractor, with whom he served five years,
learning the trade of mason and plasterer. In 1846, young Mc
Graw, then nineteen years old, started out in business on his own
account, and, by hard, honest toil, won a good reputation and
amassed the means which bought him a comfortable home in the
West Division. In 1871, Mr. McGraw formed a partnership with
Joseph Downey. The fire of 1871, called out their greatest efforts,
and they were constantly engaged in constructing large anil promi
nent buildings in the business quarter. The partnership continued
until August, 1883. During their connection they erected such
buildings as the Cook County Infirmary, at Jefferson, taking the
entire contract for the same ; Haverly's Theater and Criterion
Theater ; the Jewish Synagogue, corner of Michigan Avenue and
Fourteenth street ; and the Lyceum Theater, which is owned by
McGraw & Downey ; and many others. Mr. McGraw erected the
first brick building in Chicago after the great fire of October 9,
1871,—a two-story structure, for James Egan, on Madison street,
near Fifth Avenue. Mr. McGraw has been a quiet, industrious
business man during his residence here, and enjoys a splendid repu
tation among the builders and contractors of the city. Thirty-one
years ago Mr. McGraw erected a residence on West Adams Street,
then in the most fashionable residence district on the West Side ;
but the changes of time and the enlargement of the business district
in the West Division has surrounded his home with mercantile
establishments. Notwithstanding, he continues to reside in the
"old home," made pleasant and inseparable to him by the memo
ries of by-gone days. He was married, on January 1, 184S, to
Roanna, daughter of the late Rufus K. Ormsbce, of this city.
They have had two daughters, —the youngest of whom, Clara, the
wife of Joseph Downey, died on March 17, 1883, in Aiken, S. C;
their only living child is Julia, now Mrs. Isaac W. Litchfield.
William Prick & Son.—This firm of masons, contractors,
and builders was organized in 18S0, by William Price and William
D. Price, to continue the building business commenced many years
ago by the senior partner. They have been very successful, and
have erected many fine buildings, a few of which are the barns of
the West Side Street Railway Company; a building for John Kedzie, on West Madison Street; the residence of Judge Shepherd, on
Grand Boulevard; two residences for Charles II. Curtis, on the cor
ner of Cottage Grove Avenue and College Place; and Troescher's
Building, on Market Street.
William Price was born in the City of New York, on Novem
ber 15, 1821, and is the son of Cornelius and Nancy (Maloy) Price.
Soon after his birth, his parents removed to Watkins, Schuyler Co.,
N. Y., where they remained until 1836, when they came to Chicago.
He learned the trade of a mason from his father, and worked at it,
either as a journeyman or on his own account, until 1847, when he
formed a partnership.with his brother Cornelius. They carried on
the business together about ten years. In March, 1857, he was
appointed postmaster of Chicago, but was removed by President
Buchanan, the following March, for being a friend and ardent ad
mirer of Stephen A. Douglas. In 1S58, he became part owner of
the Chicago Times, which he controlled until i860, when the estab
lishment was sold to Cyrus H. McCormick. In 1861, he was ap
pointed an aide on the staff of General Hunter, with the rank of
major; but, after serving about a year, he was compelled to resign
on account of ill-health, when he returned to Chicago, and in the
next year commenced business at his trade, which he carried on by
himself until 1871, and then formed a partnership with Ansel B.
Cook, which existed for about six years. In 1880, he entered into
partnership with William D. Price, his son, under the firm name of
William Price & Son. Except the time he was postmaster and in
the army, he was actively engaged as a builder. He erected the
old Tremont House, Rice's Theater, the American Express Com
pany's building and barns, the Bryant Block, the Transit House (at
the Union Stock Yards), the Rock Island car-shops, the Court
House at Waukegan, 111., and many other buildings in all parts of
the city and suburbs. In 1865, he sold his residence in Chicago,
and removed to Libertyville, Lake County, and resided in the old
family homestead. He served two terms as supervisor of his town
ship, and has held the position of trustee since the incorporation of
the village. In 1879, he was elected a member of the Legislature
from Lake County. In 1883, he was a candidate for Congress on the
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democratic ticket. Mr. Price was married to Miss Martha J. Devoe
of Chicago, who died on January 31, 18S5.
William D. /'/iirwas born on September 25, 185S, in Chicago,
and is the son of William and Martha J. (Devoe) Price. He re
ceived his education in the public schools of this city, afterward
teaching, during three winters, in the county of Lake. He learned
the mason's trade from his father and uncles, for whom he worked
until 1880, when he entered into partnership with his father, under
the firm name of William Price & Son. He was married, on De
cember 29, 1881, to Miss Elma McNab, of Libertyville, 111. They
have one child,—Grace M.
William E. Mortimer was born in Devonshire, England, on
June 17, 1S28, and is the son of William and Mary (Germon) Mor
timer. He learned the trade of a mason from his father and
uncle, for whom he worked until he was about twenty-one years
of age. He came to Chicago in 1849, and was employed as a jour
neyman mason for two years by Robert Malcom. In 1852, he en
gaged in business on his own account as a mason and contractor,
which he carried on until 1855, when he formed a partnership
with N. P. Loberg, under the firm name of Mortimer & Loberg. This firm carried on the business from 1855 to 1859,
during which time they built a number of fine business blocks.
In 1859, Mr. Mortimer assumed the business, and continued
it until 1S64, when he formed a partnership with N. P. Loberg
and George Tapper, under the firni name of Mortimer, Loberg &
Co. They built the Chicago University and other large build
ings. In 1866, Mr. Loberg retired from the firm; and from
that time to the present, the business has been carried on by W, E.
Mortimer and George Tapper, and they have done as large a busi
ness as any firm in the city. In 1866, they built the Michigan
Southern Depot on Yan Buren Street; the year following, the
Northwestern University at Evanston ; and the Grand Pacific
Hotel, of this city, in the early part of 1871 . Immediately after
the lire of 1S71, their business was immense. They built the Ken
dall Block, corner Washington and Dearborn streets, which was the
first building erected in the burned district ; and re-built the Mich
igan Southern Depot and the Grand Pacific Hotel. They have
built some of the finest churches in the city,—the Union Park Con
gregational, the Third Presbyterian, and Grace Episcopal. In the
last few years they have built some of the highest blocks in the
city, such as the First National Bank Building, the Montauk Block,
the Grannis Block, the Calumet Building, and the Home Insurance
Company's Building. Mr. Mortimer is a member of Ashlar Lodge,
No. 308, A.F. & A.M.; Corinthian Chapter, No. 69, R.A.M.; Chi
cago Commandery, No. 19, K.T.; and Oriental Consistory, S.P. R.
S., 32°. Mr. Mortimer was married, on November 22, 1853, to
Miss Mary J. Linton, a native of Somerset, England. They have
six children,—William H., Matilda J., Ida May, Charles J. and
Laura Belle.
Georok Tapper is the son of William and Ann (French) Tap
per, and was born on May 29, 1835, in Devonshire, England. lie
partially learned his trade from his father, who was a mason, and
left England in 1852, coming to Chicago, where he has since re
sided. After his arrival in this city, he was employed by William
E. Mortimer and other parties, until 1864, when he became a mem
ber of the firm of Mortimer, Loberg & Co. Mr. Loberg withdrew
from the firm in 1866, and the present partnership (Mortimer &
Tapper) was formed, since which time Mr. Tapper has devoted his
entire energies to the advancement of the interests of the firm, and has
every reason to feel proud of the success he has attained. Mr. Tap
per is a member of Ashlar Lodge, No. 308, A.F. & A.M.; Wash
ington Chapter, No. 43, R.A.M.; Chicago Commandery, No. 19,
K..T; and of Oriental Consistory, S.P. R.S. 320. He was married, on
March 31, 1858, to Miss Arabella Mortimer, of Chicago, by whom
he had one daughter,—Marcina, now Mrs. Foskett. He was mar
ried a second time, on May 24, 1S67, to Miss Jane Thomlinson, of
Chicago. They have three children,—George F., William R. and
Elmer J.
GEORGE CHAMBERS was born in England, and, after obtaining
a fair education in the public schools, he served his time at the ma
son's trade. In 1852, he came to America, locating at Cincinnati,
where he worked as a journeyman and did some contract work
until 1855, when he came to Chicago, and has since made this city
his home. He became a partner of J. E. Moss, in 1856, under the
firm name of Moss & Chambers ; and afterward was a member of
the firm of Chambers & Ansell, Moss, Chambers & McBean, Cham
bers & McBean, and Moss & Chambers. In 18S3, the latter firm
dissolved, since which time Mr. Chambers has carried on business
alone, except in being connected with Brown, Howard & Co. in a
limited partnership. During the existence of the firm of Moss,
Chambers & McBean, in 1S71 and 1872, they constructed- the I-aSalle-street tunnel, a piece of work that reflected the highest credit
upon the contractors. Mr. Chambers has aided in building up
Chicago twice, and has erected scores of the most prominent build
ings that now adorn the business districts of the city. He has also
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erected many of the finest churches in the city, among which may
be mentioned Robert Laird Collier's church, the Church of the
Messiah, and Unity Church. Of late years he has paid considera
ble attention to the construction of tunnels anil aqueducts, and
has been engaged upon some of the largest tunnels in the Kastern
States. He built the Detroit River sub-tunnel, Albany Water
Works tunnel, and is now engaged in the construction of the New
York aqueduct, which extends from Croton Reservoir to Harlem
River. Mr. Chambers is a member of Rlaney Lodge, No. 271, A.
F. & A. M.; Washington Chapter, No. 43, R.A. M.; and St. Ber
nard Commandery, No. 35, K.T. He belongs to the Chicago
Master Masons' and Builders' Association and the Builders' and
Traders' Exchange. He resides at Riverside, 111. Mr. Chambers
was married, in June, i8(k>, to Miss Elizabeth Bloomfield, of Chi
cago. They have seven children, —Arthur Lincoln (now of the firm
of Gee Bros. & Co.), Anna Elizabeth, George R. (with DeGolyer &
Co.), Charles E., James B., Lottie and Genevieve.
John Sutton, contracting plasterer of this city, was born at
St. Johns, N. B., on September 26, 1S19. His father, John Sut
ton, was also a plasterer, and in his day one of the largest contract
ors in this line of work at St. Johns. The subject of this sketch
served an apprenticeship with his father, after which he went into
business on his own account. In 1841, he went to New York, and
followed his trade in that city until in 1849, when he came West on
a prospecting trip, stopping for a brief season in this city, but
finally locating at Clarksville, Tenn. At the breaking out of the
Civil War, he returned to this city, and at once took a prominent
position among the enterprising contractors in the building line.
Among the buildings now standing as memorials of his work, may
be mentioned Trinity Church, the private residences of J. W.
Doaneand M. D. Mills, and the Honorc Block. Mr. Sutton has
ever taken an active interest in all matters tending to the advance
ment of society. He has been an active member of the Masonic
fraternity for over twenty years, and has held a number of offices in
the various bodies of that order. He is a member of Apollo Comtn indery, No. 1, K.T. ; of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32°; and
and is a Knight of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine. He
is also an Odd Fellow and a member of the Knights of I'ythias.
Mr. Sutton has been twice married: first in Lowell, Mass., to Miss
Maria S. Rideout, who died, leaving two sons,—John H. (who is
now a farmer), and George I!, (a contracting plasterer of this city).
Mr. Sutton's present wife was Miss Emily Fitzgerald, daughter of
Richard Fitzgerald, of New York City. By this marriage there
have been eight children, —three sons anil live daughters.
Edwin Sturtevant is the son of Zcbina and Jane A. (Storey)
Sturtevant, and was born in Verona, N. Y., on January 5, 1841.
His father removed to Delavan, Wis., in 1854, where Edwin
learned the trade of a mason, at which he worked summers and
clerked in the dry goods stores of C. H. Sturtevant and D. H.
Wells during the winters, until he enlisted, in 1863, in Co. " B,"
35th Wisconsin Infantry, of which he was promoted lieutenant, and
afterward captain of Co " A " of the same regiment, lie was sent
into the Red River country just in time to meet General Banks on
his retreat. In 1S65, he was in the expedition sent to the Rio
Grande. He was mustered out of service, with his regiment, in

[866, when he returned home, and there he remained until Febru
ary 27, 1867, when he came to Chicago, and worked as a mason
during the summers and clerked for Field, Leiter &• Co. in the win
ters, until 1870, when he started in business for himself as a con
tractor and builder. He built the Singer Building, the Academy of
Design Building, the Counselman Building, the Northwestern Loan
and Building Company's Building, the fine residences of A. Byram
and D. M. Wells, and the New Board of Trade Building (his con
tract on the latter building was over $300,000). He is a member of
Delavan Lodge, No. 121, A.F. & A.M., of Delavan, Wis. He
was married, on May 7, 1873, to Miss Jennie R. Whitman, (laughter
of John R. Whitman, of Chicago, general passenger agent of the
Grand Trunk Railroad. They have two children,—Marion
and Whitman.
Wood Brothkrs. —This firm of contractors and builders was
organized in 1871, by Alonzo C. and Albert E. Wood, for the pur

pose of doing a general business as masons, plasterers, and builders.
They have, by industry and perseverance, succeeded in securing a
good anil prosperous trade, and have erected many buildings in all
parts of the city and suburbs.
Alonzo C. Wood was born at East Farnham, Canada, on
December 20, 1S44, and is the son of Amos and Nancy (Gage)
Wood. His parents removed to Waukegan, III., in 185 1 , where he
received a common school education. In 1861, he enlisted in Co.
"C, "3/th Illinois Infantry Volunteers. He was wounded at the
battle of l'rairie Grove, Ark., and was mustered out of the service
in [863. Afterward, he was employed as an army express rider until
the close of the War, when he returned home. I le came to Chicago
in 1866, where he learned the trade of a mason, at which he worked
until 1S71, when he engaged in the contracting and building busi
ness with his brother, Albert E., and the present firm was formed,
since which period he has devoted his entire time to the interest of
the firm. Mr. Wood is a member of Geo. II. Thomas Lost, No.
5. As a Mason, he is connected with Hesperia Lodge, No. 411,
A.F. & A.M., and with Wiley M. Egan Chapter, No. 126, R.A.M.
He was married, in 1875, to Miss Agnes Heaney, of Chicago, who
died in 1880, leaving three children, —Albert, Harry and Edward.
Albert E. Wood is also a son of Amos and Nancy (Gage)
Wood, and was born at East Farnham, Canada, on August 5, 1847.
He attended the public schools at Waukegan, III., until 1866, when
he came to Chicago with his parents, and learned the trade of a
mason from his father. He worked at the trade about five years,
when he formed a partnership with his brother, Alonzo C. Wood,
and has since been an active member of the firm.
W. A. Wells located in this city in July, 1871, and soon
opened business as a contractor anil builder. Since that time he
has erected a large number of durable and elegant memorials to his
ability, among which may be cited the following buildings : The
Exposition Building, the Times Building, Fowler Brothers' packing
house, Ricker's packing-house, People's Gas Light and Coke Com
pany Building, George A. Seavem's Block, Fuller iv; Fuller's drug
house, Hiram Sibley's lire-proof warehouses, Continental Building,
IL C. Durand's storehouses, and Carey, Ogden & Parker's paint
factory. Mr. Wells was born at Pike, Bradford Co., Penn., on
July 22, 1S30, where he received his early education. In 1845, he
removed to Rock County, Wis., where he continued the schooling
commenced at his native place. In 1840, he learned the trade of a
mason, and, in 1S52, when only twenty-two years of age, he took
an active part in contracting and building at Janesville, Wis., where
he remained until he removed to Chicago, in 187 1. His operations
in the line of his business, however, were not confined to that city,
as he built the Court House and Jail at Plattsburg, Mo., as well as
the Insane Asylum at Janesville. Mr. Wells is a prominent Odd
Fellow, and has been a Mason for thirty years; during which time
he attained the rank of a Knight Templar. He was married in
1854, at Janesville, Wis., to Miss Sarah II. Harris, daughter of the
late James Harris, of Watertown, N. V., where Mrs. Wells was
born and educated. She is actively interested in the philanthropic
enterprises of our city, and by her influence and example is an effec
tive worker in the higher social life of her circle of society. Mr.
and Mrs. Wells have three sons,—Addison ¥.., who became a part
ner with his father in 1880, under the firm name of W. A. & A. E.
Wells; Fred. A., who is a merchant; and Judson E., who is book
keeper and cashier of the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance
Company.
Ei.ias F. Gomel, contractor and builder, was born in Morris
Countv, N. J., on July 1, 1S34, and is a son of Robert and Mar
garet (Martin) Gobel. His mother died on August 30, 1S35. F ather
and son came to the West in 1844, and settled in Elgin, Kane Co.,
III., where his father died on January 7, 1850. It was there that
Elias was reared and educated, he having attended the common
schools of Elgin until he became of sufficient age and strength to
learn the trade of mason. After serving his apprenticeship, he
went into the employ of the old Galena Railway Company, and
superintended the building of nearly all the arched bridges on that
road between F'reeport and Chicago, gaining a high reputation for
the splendid work he performed. His next work of any importance
was the construction of the approaches and piers for the second
Mississippi River bridge, builtat Clinton, Iowa, and he also erected
the stone shops at same place. In 1867, with his family, he re
moved to Chicago, and at once went into the employ of the city,
superintending the construction of the Washington and LaSallestreet tunnels, for which work he shared no little credit in the great
success of the enterprise. Just before the great fire of 1871, he
commenced business on his own account as a general contractor
and builder, and many monuments of his work may be seen in
every part of the city. Among these may be mentioned the West
Side Water Works; the Fullerton Avenue and South Branch pump
ing works; the Lake crib, a marvel in masonry; the administration
building and pavilions of the Cook County Hospital; City engine
houses ; Polk, Lake and Twelfth-street viaducts ; Merchants'
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Building, Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Women's and Children's Hospital, McCoy's New European Hotel, and scores of
other public buildings of more or less prominence. After the great
fire, he re-built the masonry for Clark, Wells, Lake, Adams, Rush
and Polk-street and Chicago-avenue bridges, all of which bear the
highest credit to his workmanship. Mr. Gobel is a member of the
Builders' and Traders' Exchange, and. while still engaged in con-

trading in this city, is superintending the completion of the State
Capitol, at Indianapolis, Ind. He has been a member of the
Masonic order for many years, and also belongs to Fort Dearborn
Lodge, No. 214, I.O.O.F.
George Messersmith, mason, general contractor and builder,
was born in Hesse, Germany, in 1S42. When only a year old, his parents removed to America, and located at Huntingdon, Penn. The
family only resided there about three years, when they came West,
and settled at Peoria, III., where George was reared and educated,
attending the public schools up to his fourteenth year. He then
became an apprentice to the trade of masonry and building, and
so rapidly did he learn the work that, at the age of twenty-two, he
became foreman for many of the best contractors of Peoria. He
was ambitious, energetic, and by his natural ability so quickly
acquired the details of his trade, that he was recognized as an
expert in the business. For several years he was engaged in supervising large contract-work in the principal cities of the United
States, but after the great fire of 1871 he decided to locate permanently in Chicago and engage in business on his own account. The
opportunities presented to him he took advantage of, and since coming here he has rapidly gained reputation and wealth in his vocation. Among a few of the many buildings that he has constructed
are such noted structures as the Rutter Building, Foundlings'
Home Building, Cook County Hospital, Western Theological Seminary, Western Electric Company Building, Sheldon & McCagg's
Block, McCoy's European Hotel, McCormick Reaper Works, Consumers' Gas Company Works, besides many of the best and finest

residences throughout the city. Mr. Messersmith resides at I^ake
View, and is the owner of considerable property in that place. He
has always been prominent in promoting the welfare of that village,
and is highly regarded as a good business man and upright citizen
by its residents.
George Lehman & Son.—This firm of masons and contractors was originally established, in Chicago, by George Lehman,
in 1871 ; the present firm was formed by George
Lehman and Edwin Lehman in 1883, for the pur
pose of continuing the same. Although the firm
has been in existence but a few years, it has done a
very large business. They built, in March, 1883,
twenty-four two-story and basement brick resi
dences, on the corner of Western Avenue and
Grenshaw Street, having a frontage of four hun
dred and sixty-eight feet, in nineteen working
days. They also built the Belvedere Block, on the
corner of Thirty-first Street and Cottage Grove
Avenue ; the building for the panorama of the
Siege of Paris, on Wabash Avenue ; the Gaff
Building, on LaSalle Street, near Jackson, having
ten stories and basement ; and many others in all
parts of the city and suburbs. They employ about
four hundred men, and do a business of half a mil
lion dollars annually.
George Lehman was born at Dayton, Ohio, on
November 9, 1829, and is the son of David and
Eliza (Brandenburgh) Lehman. In 1847, he
learned the mason's trade in his native place, where
he worked until 1854, and then he engaged in
business there on his own account, which he con
tinued until 1871, when he came to Chicago.
While in Dayton, he built the opera house and
most of the important buildings there. In con
nection with his trade, he had two brick yards and
a stone quarry, where he manufactured brick and
quarried stone for his own use. lie came to Chi
cago in 1S71, and formed a partnership with Ben
jamin F. Gump, under the style of Lehman iV
Gump. This firm existed three years, and after
that Mr. Lehman carried on the business alone
until 1883, when the present partnership was
formed. He was married on December 14, 1852,
to Miss Amanda Abell, of Dayton, Ohio, and has
eleven children,—Amanda L., Drusilla B., Edwin,
Irene P., Milo B., Lydia, Hibbard J., Maggie,
Mary E., Elsie Etna, and Fannie.
Edivin Lehman was born on February 5, 1855,
in Dayton, Ohio, and is the son of George and
Amanda (Abell) Lehman. After finishing his studies
in the public school of his native place, he learned
the trade of a mason from his father, working for
him from 1872 to 1883, when he entered into part
nership with him and became a member of the
present firm.
Henry Appel was born in Germany, on Au
gust 2, 1842, and is the son of Frederick and Johante (Schmiedt) Appel. In 1856, he went to
Solingen, Prussia, and learned the trade of a mason, working
at it in that city about ten years. In 1S66, he came to America,
and settled at Sandwich, 111., where he was a journeyman mason
two years, and then commenced business on his own account as a
mason and builder. In 1871, he came to Chicago, and was employed by Clatting & Howard, contractors, for whom he was forcman one year. In 1872, he formed a partnership with William
Mayne, under the firm name of Appel & Mayne, but the firm was
dissolved at the end of a year, and a new one formed with Joseph
Sendlebech, under the name of Sendlebech & Appel. This firm existed one year ; since that time Mr. Appel has been in business by
himself. He built the fine barns at Seipp's Brewery ; the Seipp
Block, on the corner of Van Buren and Franklin streets, 179 x 140
feet, four stories high ; and the fine block for Heissler & Junge, on
the corner of Twenty-fourth and State streets ; besides many others
in all parts of the city. He was married, on June 4, 1874, to Miss
Christine Sporlein, of Chicago. They have four children,— Henry
L. W., Louisa W., Ida Caroline, and Fred. A. L.
John GRIFFITHS is the son of William and Margaret (McKinzie) Griffiths, and was born near Woodstock, Canada, on April 3,
1847. His father was a mason and contractor, from whom he
learned his trade. In i8(x), he went to St. Louis, where he remained
a few months; he then went to Grand Tower, 111., worked at his
trade for a few months, and then returned to Canada, and worked
at his trade at Bradford. In the faMl of 1871, he came back to Chicago, where he has since resided. In 1875, he formed a partnership with S. J. Moss, under the firm name of Moss & Griffiths. In
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1877, they dissolved partnership, since which time he has been in
business by himself. In 18S2, he had heavy contracts on the Chi
cago Locomotive Works, at Garfield, and the West Side Street Rail
road Company's barns. He built the Traders' Building, on Pacific
Avenue ; the Eames Huilding, on Wabash Avenue, the latter six

stories high ; and a large building on Clark Street. He is a Mason,
and belongs to Ashlar Lodge, No. 308, A.F.& A.M. ; Apollo Commandery, No. 1, K.T.; and Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32*.
He was married on November 15, 1876, to Miss Julia Lynch, of
Chicago. They have five children, —John, Margaret, Johanna,
Jennie, and George W.
Charles ALONZO Moses was born at Olean, Cattaraugus Co.,
N. Y., on June 14, 1851. His father, the late Anson F. Moses,
was a native of New York City, and was prominently identified with
the building interests of New York for many years. After receiv
ing a good common school education, Charles commenced to learn
his trade at the age of sixteen, in company with his brother, R. II.,
who is now cashier of the Third National Hank of Sedalia, Mo.
Charles continued at his trade in Olean until he was twenty years
of age, and then came to Chicago to establish himself in business.
After two years' residence here, the firm of Moses & Johnson was
formed, the latter retiring in 1877; since which time Mr. Moses
has carried on the business alone. He does a business of
about $100,000 a year, and employs from fifty to seventy-five skilled
workmen during the building season. Mr. Moses has constructed
many well-known business blocks and manufactories, and stands in
high repute as a successful builder. Mr. Moses has belonged to the
Masonic order for a number of years and is a member of St. Ber
nard Commandery, K.T., which he accompanied to San Krancisco,
Cal., in 1883, in which year the Grand Encampment of the United
States held its twenty-second triennial conclave in that city.

Joseph Downey.—One of those residents of Chicago who
has demonstrated, beyond the reach of controversy, the truth of
the adage that perseverance and pluck, when united to unswerving
integrity, are bound to succeed, is this well known contractor and
builder. Mr. Downey is a self-made man in the truest and best
sense of the phrase, and yet is absolutely devoid
of the egotism which is so often apparent in those
who have been the architects of their own fortunes.
He was born in Kings County, Ireland, on April
23, 1849. Both his father and grandfather were
noted builders in their day, having together laid the
foundation and erected the observatory for the fa
mous Ross Telescope, the largest in the world, and
having also erected the castle of Lord Ross, from
whose liberality the famous telescope takes its
name. Mr. Downey's father died when he was
but five years old; immediately thereafter his
mother came to America, bringing her three infants,
— Joseph, Thomas (now assistant chief engineer
of the fire department of Denver, Col.), and Mary
(who died some years ago). M rs. Downey first set
tled at Cincinnati, where she purchased a home;
but owing to her desire to be near friends who were
living in Chicago, she disposed of her property in
Cincinnati a year or two later and removed to this
city. Joseph received his education in the Chicago
public schools, and in his twenty-first year began
the acquisition of his trade with James McGraw.
In 1S74, Mr. McGraw took him into partnership
and his keen perceptions and untiring energy soon
justified the wisdom of Mr. McGraw's selection.
It is worthy of remark, in this connection, that
while foreman for Mr. McGraw, Mr. Downey laid
the foundation of the first building erected in
Chicago after the great fire, on Madison street,
about fifty feet west of Fifth Avenue, the ground
at the time being so hot as to burn the boots of
the workmen. He has erected many of the build
ings which have gained for Chicago her reputation
for beauty and solidity of architecture; among these
may be mentioned the Columbia, Criterion, and
Lyceum theaters; the Union depot, at Fourth Ave
nue and Polk Street; the Minnesota Block, the
Franklin Public School, and many of the hand
somest private residences in the city. The contract
for the building of the Columbia Theater required
its completion in eighty-seven days, under a penalty
of a forfeiture of $200 for each day's delay. It
affords an illustration of Mr. Downey's energy to
add that it was completed on time. He was the
builder of the Cook County Poor House, and the
large and handsome Union Depot at Hannibal, Mo.
He also erected an addition (four hundred feet
long) to the Missouri Insane Hospital, at St. Jo
seph. Mr. Downey's success has been truly re
markable. Starting in life dependent on his own
resources, he has, at the early age of thirty-six,
built up a business of $200,000 per annum and
given employment to a large number of men. He
has acquired a handsome competence, and is about to retire from
an active business life, to enjoy the leisure and the domestic hap
piness which his hard labor anil incessant application have fairly
earned. In 1883, he severed his partnership with Mr. McGraw,
and has since been alone. Mr. Downey was the president of the
Master Masons' and Builders' Association in 1884, and an active
member of the Citizens' League, in whose work he evinces a deep
interest. He is, at the present time, treasurer of the Builders' and
Traders' Exchange of this city. He was married, on December 7,
1871, to Miss Clara McGraw, daughter of his former employer and
partner. Her death occurred in 1883; and on May 5, 1885, he
married Miss Leona Klein, of this city.
Daniel II. Wilkie is the son of Daniel and Sophronia Wilkie,
and was born in El Paso, 111., on May 5, i860. His father was a
carpenter. He came to Chicago in 1876, and learned his trade
from William McNeil, one of the most successful masons and
builders in the city. He qualified himself so well in his trade, that
he was employed by the city on the new City Hall for two years.
In 1S81, he engaged in business for himself, and the year following
formed a partnership with C. T. Holman, under the firm name of
Wilkie & Holman, masons and contractors. This firm erected
many fine buildings, among which was the Brenan School-house.
Their contracts during the year 1S84 amounted to nearly $100,000.
Mr. Wilkie is a young man of good ability, with a bright future be
fore him as a mason and builder. He was married, on November
15, 1883, to Miss Mamie Hodge, of Chicago. They have one
child,—Paul.

RE -BUILDING OF CHICAGO.
Barney & Rodatz.—This firm of contractors and builders,
was established in June, 18S3, by John F. Harney and Jacob Ro
datz, two young men of ability. Although the firm has been in ex
istence but a short time, they have done a good and prosperous
business. They erected a large building on Randolph Street ; the
Chapter House of St. Paul's Cathedral, on the West Side ; the
Geneva Flats, on Rush Street ; the Hansen Building, on Dearborn
Street ; the Indiana Flevator ; and all the freight and engine houses
of the Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad.
John F. Barney is the son of Jonathan and Sarah (Hammond)
Barney, and was born at Boston, Mass., on November 10, 1837.
He received a thorough and practical education in Boston, came to
Chicago in 1855, entered the employ of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railroad Company as an engineer, in 1865 became division
master mechanic of the same, and remained with that company
until 1870, when he was made superintendent of the American
Bridge Company of Chicago. In 1S77, he went to Australia, and
was engaged in the manufacture of ice for two years, when he re
turned to Chicago, and was employed as general superintendent of
Crane Brothers' Manufacturing Company, and at the same time
architect-engineer of buildings antl bridges of the Chicago & West
ern Indiana Railroad until the formation of the present company.
He is a Mason, and belongs to Apollo Commandery, No. I, K.T.
He was married, on December 30, 1884, to Miss Care E. Robin
son, of Taunton, Mass.
Jacob Rodatz is the son of Albrecht G. Charles and Maria
(Hermes) Rodatz, and was born in Germany, on October 30, 1854.
He came to Chicago in the spring of 1871, and learned his trade
from Louis Weick, a North Side contractor, with whom he re
mained four years, after which he was employed by Burling & Adler, architects, until 1881. While with them, he was superintend
ent of the construction of Central Music Hall; then he was with
John F. Barney on the Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad, build
ing bridges, engine houses and depots ; superintended the recon
struction of old First National Bank Building, until this firm was
formed in 18S3. He is a young man well qualified to perform any
part that may be assigned him in the great drama of life. Mr. Ro
datz is married to Miss Talitha Howard, of Kingston, Canada.
They have two children,—Marie Margaret and Jacob Howard.
Sewer Pipe.—While the volume of trade in sewer
and drain pipe has very considerably increased since the
fire, only three new dealers have been added to the list,
which now numbers eight. But one manufactory exists
in the city, most of the pipe sold here being made else
where, and the greater proportion of sales being, per
haps, of the Akron brand, made at Akron, Ohio. Com
petition has resulted in a general depression of prices,
and dealers complain of the small margin of profit in
the business, as compared with former years. The con
stant growth of the city and the increase in building,
however, produce a steady demand, and large contracts
are not infrequent.
Norman A. Williams deals in Akron sewer pipe, fire-brick
and fire-clay, drain-tile, cement, etc. He is the pioneer dealer in
articles made of fire-clay in the West. He established himself in
the business in Chicago in 1869, starting with a first-class stock.
He was thus, from the first, enabled to guarantee the quality of his
goods and, measurably, to command success. He handles Akron
sewer pipe, fire-brick, fire-clay, chimney-tops, flue-linings, tiles,
slabs, etc., as well as plaster and cement. His trade is not con
fined to Chicago, but extends over the West and Northwest. He
carries an average stock valued at $30,000, employs twelve men,
eight teams, and conducts a business of about $300,000 a year.
He has been at his present location, No. 219 Washington Street,
since he established himself in business here. Mr. Williams was
born at Auburn, N. V., on July 1, 1821. At the age of twelve,
being thrown upon his own resources, he began life as a brick-layer
and mason in his native city, and remained thus employed until at
taining his majority, after which he spent eleven years working at
his trade in Western New York. He located at Cleveland in 1853,
where he engaged with William P. Southworth as manager of his
business, and after an active life of two years in that capacity, he
consented, at the urgent solicitation of the Citizens' Committee, to
accept the commissionership of streets, in which position he served
acceptably for two terms. Before the expiration of his third term
he resumed his connection with William P. Southworth. In i860,
he left Mr. Southworth and came West, eventually locating in Chi
cago, through the influence of the Akron Sewer Pipe Company.
His career since coming to Chicago has been already briefly sketched.
He has one son, Martin D. Williams, secretary of the Akron Sewer
Pipe Agency, of Akron, Ohio. Although avoiding public life, every
measure tending toward the development of the social and indus
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trial interests of the city has always found in Mr. Willliains a warm
supporter.
Plumbers, Gas and Steam - Fitters, etc.—
Among the building trades of the city, none has wit
nessed a larger proportionate increase than the plumb
ing and steam and gas-fitting interest. At the time of
the fire, the entire number in the city was but fortyfour, which had increased in fifteen years to one hun
dred and eighty-seven, or 325 per cent. It is impossi
ble to state, with any approach to accuracy, the
amount of capital invested in the business, but it may
be said on reliable authority, that the growth of the
trade in this direction has been even more remarkable
than in the number of establishments.
A marked advance in the methods of work has charac
terized the period. Ideas, crude in themselves and
imperfectly understood, have been exploded; knowledge
derived from patient study, as well as from experiment
based thereon, has taken the place of an indiffer
ent following of old ways ; and plumbing— although
much of the work is necessarily coarse—is rapidly ap
proaching both a science and an art. The sanitary
laws are better understood, and the workman who best
comprehends and most faithfully observes them is the
one who best succeeds. Ventilation and drainage are
carefully considered, and the Master Plumbers' Asso
ciation of Chicago offers annual prizes for the best
essays on these and kindred subjects.
This body was formed under the general law of the
State, in 1885, and its membership has steadily increased.
All members of the craft of good standing and character
are eligible, and the organization is one of the most
solid of the trades guilds in the city. Weekly meetings
are held, at which papers are read and discussed, and
matters of general interest to the trade are considered.
A fraternal feeling is awakened, and the public is
directly benefited by the adoption of improved meth
ods and a uniform and reasonable scale of prices.
One of the earliest measures adopted by the Association
was that looking to the securing of a better class of
apprentices, and none are now received by its members,
who have not at least acquired the rudiments of a com
mon-school education. The next generation of work
men will, it is hoped, be men of better education and
broader views than have been some of their predeces
sors. One cause which has operated in raising the stand
ard of work, is to be found in the fact that the existing
city building-laws contain many provisions regulating
the details of all work of this character, based upon
sound scientific and sanitary principles, and—which is
of equal importance—these details are rigorously
enforced.
Connected with the growth of this interest has been
the trade in plumbers' supplies. At present (1886)
there are seven houses engaged in this branch of busi
ness in this city. Some of these firms conduct large
manufacturing establishments, and the volume of trade
annually carried on by them is very large.
A cognate trade is that of the manufacture of steamheating apparatus and fittings. The following statistics
of this branch of mechanical industry are taken from
the ninth and the tenth census of the United States.
Comment upon a growth so surprising is unnecessary.
Year.
1870. 2
1880. II

Em
ployes.
46
225

Capita' .

Wages.

Material.

$40,000
99,700

$30,000
"5.500

$39,000
411,780

Value
of
Product.
$90,000
5 So. 530
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Woodman & Warner. —This firm of manufacturers of steamfitting, heating anil ventilating apparatus, and dealers in all kinds
of wrought-iron pipe, fittings, etc., was established here in 1S76, by
John Woodman and William C. Warner. The place of business,
-irom the first, has been at Nos. 226-28 Lake Street, and at Nos.
16-22 Franklin Street. The firm gives employment to about thirty
men, and in the volume of business done makes a most favorable
showing, as compared with many of its older competitors, lioth of
its members are old residents of Chicago and thoroughly practical
business men.
John Woodman was born in the State of New Hampshire, on
August 26, 1836, and is the son of James M. and Lucy (Ham)
Woodman. When but a mere lad, he was apprenticed to learn the
steam-fitter's trade with the house of J. J. Walworth &Co., of Boston. In 1S50, that firm established a branch house in Chicago, and
Mr. Woodman, who had almost grown up in their employ, was sent
out here in 1866, to look after the firm's Western interests and to
manage the branch in this city. The place of business was on Lake
Street, near Franklin, where it remained until destroyed in the great
fire of 1S71. Following this event the house was re-established,
but Mr. Woodman, at this time, severed his connection with the
firm, after a continuous service of twenty-two years, and engaged
with the Crane Brothers, the well-known manufacturers of this city.
He remained with them until in 1S74, when he established himself
in business on his own account, and in 1876, as has already been
told, founded the house of which he is still the senior head. Mr.
Woodman married, in 1863, Miss Esta j. Stahl, daughter of Henry
Stahl, of Camden, Me.
William C. Warner is the son of Edward J. and Sarah A.
Warner, and was born at New York City, on October 31, 1S43.
In 1850, the family removed to the West, locating at Rock Island, III.,
where William C. was reared and received his preparatory school
ing ; he then entered the College of New York City, from which
institution he was graduated in 1865. In the following year, he
came to Chicago, where he has since resided, and began his busi
ness career as a member of the firm of William Kerr <.V Co., dealers
in builders' materials, at the corner of West Lake and Jefferson
streets. This connection was kept up until in 1S75, when he retired
from this linn, and in the following year he associated himself with
John Woodman in their present business. Mr. Warner married,
in 1864, Miss Emily E. Kerr, daughter of Dr. Thomas Kerr,
of Washington, l'enn. They have two children, —Mary W. and
Florence E.
Samuel Isaac Pope, of the firm of Samuel I. Pope & Co.,
steam-heating, steam-fitting, etc., is the son of Captain Isaac and
Miranda Pope, and was born at Wells, York Co., Maine, on May 6,
1S45. He received a thorough business education in the schools of
his birthplace, and at the age of sixteen came West, anil engaged in
the same business with Walworth, Hubbard & Co., No. 181 Lake
Street, with which firm he remained ten years, Being thoroughly
conversant with the business, as well as having become a practical
mechanic, he established himself in the trade, in connection with
Henry Cater, at No. 31 North Jefferson Street, where he remained
two years, during which time Mr. Cater retired from the firm and
was succeeded by Charles H. Patten, the style of the firm being
Samuel I. Pope & Co. They removed to No. 193 Lake Street,
their present location, in 1877. This firm has taken and success
fully fulfilled some of the largest contracts let for ventilating and
heating large buildings, west of Buffalo, among which may be men
tioned the work in the Indiana, Michigan, and Kansas Insane
asylums, Post-offices at Cincinnati, Buffalo, St. Paul, and Madiison, Wis., etc. Mr. Pope was married, on August 19, 1866, to
Miss Lizzie Cater, of Libertvville, 111. They have four children,—
William A., Annie, George A., and Lizzie C.
Chari.es Hutchinson Patten, of the firm of Samuel I. Pope
& Co., was born at Palatine, III., on October 29, 1854. His parents
formerly resided at Newburyport, N. II. , and came West among
the first settlers, at an early day. Charles H. remained at home
until sixteen years of age. After passing through the graded and
high schools, he taught school in the vicinity of Palatine for nearly
three years. In the spring of 1872, he came to this city, and en
gaged with Samuel I. Pope as bookkeeper and clerk, and continued
with him as mathematician and in charge of the estimates, etc.,
until 1878, when he succeeded to a partnership with Mr. Pope.
The firm has since been known as Samuel I. Pope & Co. Mr.
Patten was married, on February 22, 1879, to Miss Mary Robert
son, of Lake Zurich, Lake Co., 111. They have two children,—
Paul anil Mary.
The Otley Manufacturing Company was organized in
1876, for the purpose of making a steam-packing cement, a very
useful article to be used between joints of steam apparatus, being a
great improvement over everything discovered up to the present
I time, and taking the place of gaskets, red and white lead, and other
\ substances. This article was discovered and patented by Samuel
Otley in 1875, and has been introduced almost entirely on its mer

its, lie has become the sole owner and manufacturer at the
present time.
Samuel Otley was born in London, England, in 1844, and re
ceived a fair education in his native country, remaining there until
after leaving school, when he began a seafaring life and followed it
up to 1871, when he had visited nearly every portion of the globe.
In 1871, just before the great fire, he came to Chicago, and was
employed in a large hotel at that time, losing all his worldly effects
in the conflagration, lie then, with his family, moved to Grand
Haven, Mich., where he again entered into his old business of sail
ing. It was while there that he discovered his cement, which has
proved so valuable and has furnished him a profitable and growing
business. In 1S75, he returned to Chicago, and began the manu
facture of his cement in the Ashland Block, where he is still en
gaged, adding to his business the sale of boiler covering, which is
another article of great value in the uses of steam. He has also
entered into a general contracting business, and has lately done
considerable work around the different city parks, and recently cov
ered the whole of the steam-pipes, boilers, etc., of the new City
Hall, Wahl's glue factory, McConnick Block, new Post Office
Building, Counselman Building, and many other prominent build
ings in this city ; also, those in Belcher's sugar refinery, at St.
Louis, and in Studcbaker Brothers' large works at South Bend,
Ind. Mr. Otley was married at London, England, on June 17,
1866, to Miss Matilda Cox, of St. Ives, Huntingdonshire. They
have three children living, —Benjamin, James and Thomas.
Sylvester E. Brown, of the firm of Brown iv. Tubman, steam
and gas-fittings, etc., is the son of Sylvester and Catharine Brown,
and was born at Ashtabula, Ohio, on March 16, 1843. His parents
came West in 1 S47, and located at Marseilles among the first settlers
of La Salle County, and afterwaril moved to Dayton, in same county,
and since 1S70 have been residents of Ottawa. At that time the
frontier was continually agitated by Indian invasions, and the set
tlers were incessantly harassed by their depredations, and during
the Black Hawk war were compelled to seek refuge at the Fort in
Ottawa. Young Brown's business experience began when eighteen
years of age with the laying of water and gas pipes in Ottawa; sub
sequently he was employed by King & Hamilton, until 1870. In
October, 1871, a few days before the great fire, he came to Chicago,
and was engaged with John Davis & Co. for one year; afterward
he was connected with the establishment of Crane Brothers for six
years. At the expiration of that time he began his present line of
business, in partnership with his brother, Andrew J., at No. 13 Ar
cade Court. In February, 1884, Mr. John Tubman purchased
Andrew J. Brown's interest in the business, and the firm of Browrn
& Tubman removed to their present quarters in the following May,
where they have since remained. Mr. Brown was married on Oc
tober 14, 1867, to Miss Mary Ward, of Ottawa.
John Tuhman, of the firm of Brown & Tubman, is the son of
Richard M. and Mary Tubman, and was born at St. George's,
Bermuda Islands, on October 16, 1856. During his early boyhood
his parents came to America, and settled at Montreal, Canada.
His father was appointed agent for the Grand Trunk Railway, then
in course of construction between Montreal and Detroit, and, as the
road was pushed forward, his family moved from place to place.
Upon reaching Detroit, young 'Tubman remained there until ten
years of age, afterward spending one year in school at Montreal.
He came to this city in 1866. At the age of twelve years, he began
business life in the employ of Charles Gossage as errand boy, with
whom he remained one year. He was afterward employed by the
Western Union Telegraph Company, for some time, and subse
quently learned the trade of tinner. On July 16, 1872, he was en
gaged by Crane Brothers, and continued in their establishment until
January 31, 1S84. During the following month he purchased the
interest of A. J. Brown, of the firm of Brown Brothers, No. 13
Arcade Court, and on May I, 1884, the firm of Brown & Tubman
removed to No. 149 Fifth Avenue, where they have since been in
business. Mr. Tubman was married on December 10, 1S79, to
Miss Louise Wagner, of Chicago. They have one daughter,—
Louise.
Horatio Porter Blair, member of the firm of Blair, Hop
kins & Dunlap, steam-heating, ventilating, etc., was born at Collinsville. Conn., on October 28, 1839. He attended the public schools
of his native village until seventeen years of age, and then went to
Muscatine, Iowa, where he entered the employ of Y.. W. Terry &
Co., wholesale clothing, boots and shoes, etc., with whom he re
mained one year. Returning to Connecticut, he engaged in the
hardware business with LeRoy & Co., in the capacity of head-clerk,
and continued with that firm until i860. In October of the same
year he formed a partnership with IL E. Spencer, and went into
the steam-heating trade in the city of Hartford, under the firm name
of H. P. Blair & Co. At the end of three years, Mr. Spencer re
tired from the firm, and Mr. Blair conducted the business two years,
when A. J. Embler associated himself with the business, the firm
being known as II. P. Blair & Embler until 1872. Upon the disso
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lilt ion of the firm Mr. Blair w«nt to Boston as chief-engineer for the
Walker & Pratt Manufacturing Company, where he remained until
1878. He then organized the Laflin Manufacturing Company, at
Westfield, Mass., of which he was superintendent and chief-engi
neer one year. In 1880, he was engaged as superintendent and chiefengineer of the E. H. Cook Company, of Rochester, N. Y., and
remained therewith until 1S83, at which time he came to this city as
manager of their western department, and in August, 1885, in con
nection with his present associates, succeeded the E. H. Cook Com
pany, Limited, as to their interests in the West. Mr. Blair is one
of the fathers of low-pressure steam-heating, and is regarded as an
authority in that line of business. All of the largest contracts un
dertaken by the E. II. Cook Company were fulfilled under his per
sonal supervision as engineer, and all of them have been in every re
spect satisfactory. Mr. Blair was mar
ried, on March 12, 1862, to Miss Eliza
beth M. Powers, of Hartford, Conn.
They have two children,—Elizabeth and
Fred.
John J. Hamblin was born at New
ark, N. J., on July 5, 1835, and is the
son of John and Susanna (Ross) Ham
blin. His father removed to New York
City in 1836, where John J. attended
school until he was about fourteen years
old, when he learned the trade of a
plumber, and worked at New York City
for seven years. In 1856, he came to
Chicago, and was employed at his trade
one year, when he engaged in the plumb
ing business with James McDonald, un
der the firm name of McDonald &
Hamblin. They carried on the business
together until 1862, when the firm was
dissolved. He then enlisted in the Chi
cago Mercantile Battery, with which he
served three years. After being mus
tered out of service, he returned to Chi
cago, and entered into partnership with
Joseph A. McCartney, under the style
of McCartney & Hamblin. After eleven
years, the firm dissolved, and Mr. Ham
blin continued in the business until 1878,
when he removed to Kansas, there en
gaging in farming for three years. That
pursuit not proving remunerative, he re
turned to Chicago, and commenced the
plumbing business again, in which he
has since been engaged. Mr. Hamblin
is a member of Dearborn Lodge, No.
310, A.F. & A.M. Mr. Hamblin was
married, on November 25, 1857, to Miss
Elizabeth Barnes, of Chicago. They
have five children,—Elizabeth J., Mary
L., Charles B., Eva, and Isabella.
Bassett & Beaver. —The business
of this firm of dealers inartistic gas fix
tures and plumbers' supplies was estab
lished in 1858, by J. S. Bassett, on North
Clark Street, opposite the old Revere
House. A year later, Mr. Bassett sold
out and went to California, where he
remained until in 1861, when he returned
FRA1KIE
to this city, and formed a partnership with
Simon Livingston, under the firm name
of Livingston & Bassett, who opened a store at No. 134 Clark
Street. This firm continued until in 1865, when it was dissolved,
Mr. Livingston being succeeded by J. L. Pattison The new firm
removed the place of business to No. 81 Monroe Street, where it
remained until in 1870, when it was dissolved and the firm of Bas
sett & Beaver was formed, J. E. Beaver having purchased Mr.
Pattison's interest. The location was also changed, at the same
time, to No. 78 Monroe Street. At this location they were burned
out, and after the fire the lease was considered so valueless that H.
H. Honore purchased it for $10,000. The firm then rented a store
in the First M. E. Church Block, No. 113 Clark Street, where, after
a successful business career of two years, they erected a four-story
building, seventy-five feet square, in the rear of their rented store,
and exclusively occupied its floors. By the panic of 1S73 they lost
$100,000, mainly in failing to collect from heavy linns or companies,
and were thus so crippled that it became necessary to compromise
with their creditors. After making a settlement they started again
at Nos. 220-31 State Street, remaining there one year, when they
sold their lease to the Wakefield Rattan Company for $1,000, and
moved to Nos. 37-39 Adams Street, where they remained one and
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a half years. They then moved to their present location, No. 215
State Street. Here they occupy the basement and the first floor of
the building, the first floor being divided into three show-rooms.
They employ from forty to fifty men, and transact an annual busi
ness of about $100,000. They have the exclusive agency for the
J. Buck, Son & Co., manufacturers, of Philadelphia, and of the
Traverse & Murray Manufacturing Company, of New York City.
They are doing a very large plumbing business, which is in charge
of Mr. Bassett and Hendrick Hughes, the gas-fixture business be
ing in charge of Mr. Beaver. On January 1, 1885, Mr. Bassett
closed out his interest to the Beaver, Hughes & Wetmore Company
(who continued the old business at the same site), and went into the
plumbing business by himself, at No. 235 Dearborn Street. This
company has been regularly incorporated, and has a capital stock of
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$25,000. Its officers are as follows : James E. Beaver, president;
Hendrick Hughes, superintendent; and John O. Wetmore, secre
tary and treasurer.
James Smitii Bassett (deceased) was born in Delaware County,
N. V., on March 2, 1834. His father, Cornelius Bassett, was a son
of one of the original settlers upon Massachusetts soil, the family
having located at what is now known as Martha's Vineyard. In
1S49, when only fifteen years of age, James came to Chicago, as a
plumber's apprentice in the employ of Thomas George, with whom
he remained for seven years. At the end of that time, he set up in
business with a Mrs. Rose, and was, with the exception when ab
sent for a time in California, actively identified in that line of busi
ness until his death in 1885. Mr. Bassett was an active Mason,
and was a member of Apollo Commandery, No. 1, K.T., of this
city. He married, in 1S66, Miss Jennie Beaver, daughter of Mrs.
Jane A. Beaver, of Aurora, III. They had two children,—James
Eugene and George. Mr. and Mrs. Bassett were counted among
the valuable members of the Wabash Avenue M. E. Church, he
having been one of its officers for many years and until his death.
James E. Beaver was born at Sugar Grove, Kane Co. 111., in
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1848. His parents were James and Jane A. Beaver. He was
reared and educated at Aurora, graduating in 1864 from the Jen
nings College of that place. He then went into the mercantile
business in Aurora, and remained there until in 1869, when he came
to Chicago, and entered the firm of Bassett& Heaver. He married,
in 1871, Miss Marion Larmon, daughter of I'hilip l.armon, a wellknown capitalist of Chicago. They have two children living,—
Marion Louise and James E., Jr. Mr. Beaver is a prominent
Mason, and a member of Apollo Commandery, No. I, K.T.; he is
also president of the G.A.R. Social Club of Veterans. He and his
wife are earnest and active members of the Wabash Avenue M. K.
Church, of which Mr. Beaver has been one of the officers for many
years.
II. M. Wilmakth & Bro. —This firm was founded in 1859,
by Henry M. Wilmarth. His first establishment was at No. 75
South Clark Street, where he remained until 1S62. He then re
moved to No. 182 Lake Street, where he continued until 1S69. In
the meantime, in 1S64, he associated with him T. W. Wilmarth,
under the firm name and style of II. M. Wilmarth & Bro. The
concern was then removed to the famous old dry goods stand of
Ross & Foster, at what was then Nos. 167-69 Lake Street, where
the first sign displaying the name of the new firm was put in place.
The fire of 1871 destroyed this store with all its contents. In a
few days after the fire, Henry M. opened the two parlors of his
private residence, No. 222 Michigan Avenue, as a salesroom and
repository for gas-fixtures, and his stable adjoining as a work-shop.
He subsequently purchased the Church of the Messiah, on the cor
ner of Hubbard Court and W abash Avenue, and soon transformed
it into an elegant store, where, until 1S74, the firm carried on their
business. From there they removed to Nos. 191-93 State Street, ad
joining the new Palmer House. Henry M. then purchased lots
Nos. 225-27 State Street, and at once erected the fine building
which this firm now occupies, moving into these new quarters in
February, 1879. II. M. Wilmarth & Bro. are the sole agents for
Mitchell, Vance & Co., of New York, and they deal in the highest
class of fine gas-fixtures and their appurtenances. Henry NL, the
senior member of the firm, died in this city on F'ebruary 27, 1SS5,
and the business is now conducted by his surviving brother,
Thomas W.
Henry Af. Wilmarth (deceased) was born in Newport, N. H.,
on January 25, 1S36, and is the son of Jonathan M. and Lucy
(Cheney) Wilmarth. He received his education in the common
schools of that vicinity. In 1856, he came to Chicago, and became
a clerk in the gas-fitting establishment of Gerould Brothers, with
whom he remained until his succession to their business, which he
carried on until the day of his decease. He was one of the original
stockholders of the First National Bank of Chicago, and was a
director of that institution from the time of its organization. He
was one of the original guarantors for the support of Professor
Swing's Church. In commercial and domestic life he was well
known for his strict fidelity to every engagement and his compre
hensive liberality and benevolence. His loss was deeply felt, not
alone by his friends, but also by those who had had the least
opportunity for recognizing his sterling merit. One prominent
characteristic of his was the power of generalization, based upon the
observation of detail and justice, which gave a judicial quality to
his mind. He was married, on May 21, 1861, to Miss Mary J.
Hawes, of New Bedford, Mass. He died on February 27, 1885,
leaving two children,—Stella and Anna H.
Thomas Wadsworth Wilmarth was born at Newport, N.
II., on September 3, 1843. He was educated in the schools of his
native place and at Kimball Union Academy, of Meriden, N, II.
Leaving school in the fall of 1S61, he came to Chicago in 1862,
where he associated himself in the gas-fixtures business with his
brother Henry M.,and preserved this connection continuously from
that time until the death of his brother, with the exception of some
five years between 1877 and 1882, when his health was so impaired
that he rested at Crown Point. Ind. Mr. Wilmarth is a member
of Oriental Lodge, No. 33, A.F. & A.M., and of Oriental Sover
eign Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32°. He is also a member of the Calu
met Club, of the Washington Park Club, and of the Tolleston and
other shooting clubs. Mr. Wilmarth was married, on June 23,
1870, to Miss Julia Sophia Bartlett, of Binghamton, N. V. They
have had three children, — Ray Bartlett, Thomas Henry (died April
18, 1884) and Edith Gertrude.
HUOH Watt was born atCousland, Mid-Lothian, Scotland, on
January 25, 1826, and is the son of John and Catharine (Dewar)
Watt. After finishing his studies in the schools of his native place,
he went to Edinburgh, in 1842, and was apprenticed to a plumber
and gas-fitter for six years. After working at his trade there for
two years, he came to America in 1850, and was employed about
two years in New York City. He then went to Albany, N. V.,
and commenced the plumbing and gas-fitting business on his own
account, which he followed for thirteen years. In 1865, he came
to Chicago, where he built up a large trade, but his accumula

tions were all swept away in the fire of 1871. He immediately
erected a one-story brick building on the corner of Harrison Street
and Fourth Avenue, and commenced business again. It was the
first brick house built and occupied after the fire, and it is still
standing. Mr. Watt has done the plumbing in many of the finest
buildings in the city, such as the Grand Pacific Hotel, the Chamber
of Commerce, Tribune Building, the new Board of Trade Building,
and many fine residences. He keeps on hand a full stock of plumb
ers' supplies, and employs a large force of men. Mr. Watt was
married, at New York City, in September, 1852, to Miss Catharine
Wilson, of Edinburgh. She died in i860, leaving three children,
—John F., Robert G. and Agnes E. Mr. Watt was again married
in September, 1862, to Miss Annie McGowan, of Albany, N. Y.
By this marriage there are seven children,—James McGowan,
Archibald M., Frederick H., William II., Annie McGowan, Jennette M. and Hattie S.
M. Ryan & Brother.—The business of this firm was estab
lished in 1870, by Michael Ryan, and the present firm was organ
ized in 1 8 7 1 , by Michael and Thomas Ryan. They do a general
business as plumbers and gas-titters, and are also dealers in gasfixtures, and have built up a very large trade. They have done the
plumbing and gas-litting in many of the best buildings in the city,
and have done a large share of their line of public work for the city
and county.
Michael Ryan was born in Ireland, on Easter Sunday, 1846,
and is the son of Michael and Kate (Gleason) Ryan. He came to
America in i36o, and settled at Cincinnati, Ohio, where he learned
the plumber's trade, at which he worked seven years. He then
came to Chicago, where he has since resided, lie was employed at
his trade as a journeyman until 1S70, when he engaged in the plumb
ing business on his own account, which he carried on until 1871,
when his brother Thomas went into business with him and the pres
ent firm was organized. Mr. Ryan has always taken an active part
in public affairs. He was elected alderman of the Fifteenth Ward
in 1S74; in 1876, he was. elected alderman of the F ourteenth Ward,
re-elected in 1877, and served until 1879; was again elected in 1882
and in 1884. He is at present a member of the City Council. He
was married, on August 17, 1865, to Miss Annie Feeny, of Coving
ton, Ky. They have six children living, —James J., Michael T.,
Robert K., Sarah, John McIIale, and Annie Mary.
Thomas Ryan is the son of Michael and Kale (Gleason) Ryan,
and was born in Ireland, on October 13, 1844. He came to
America in 1 861, and went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he learned
the trade of a plumber. After he had served his apprenticeship, he
worked as a journeyman in most of the principal cities of the West.
He came to Chicago in 1871, and engaged in business with his
brother Michael, under the present firm name. He is a practical
plumber, and has devoted his entire time to advancing the interests
of the firm. Mr. Ryan was married, in July, 1869, to Miss
Bridget Gleason, of St. Joseph, Mo.
James H. Roche, plumber, gas-fitter, and sewer-builder, was
born at Philadelphia, Penn., on August 16, 1851, and is the son of
James and Theresa (Kavanaugh) Roche. In 1861, his parents re
moved to Springfield, 111., where James H. attended a Catholic
school until 1867, when he learned the plumber's trade from A. J.
Habcock, with whom he remained four years. In 1871, he came to
Chicago, and was employed by Daniels & Brown for two years, by
Thomas McKenney for one year, and by Harper & Skinner for two
years. In 1S73, he succeeded Harper & Skinner, and in 1878,
formed a partnership with D. & J. Hardin, under the firm name of
Roche & Hardin. They remained together two years, when the
firm was dissolved, since which time Mr. Roche has carried on the
trade by himself. He was one of the first plumbers to get a sewerbuilder's license in connection with plumbing, and has, by persever
ance and strict attention to the requirements of his calling, built up
a large and prosperous trade, and has fitted up many of the finest
and best buildings in the city and suburbs.
Tipple & Coleman was originally established in 1875, by
George Tipple and Rupert Coleman, who carried on the business
of plumbing and gas-fitting for about three years, when the firm
was dissolved and the business was continued by George Tipple
until 1884. In the latter year, the same parties again formed a
partnership, under the present firm name. They are both practical
plumbers, and have a good trade fairly established.
George Tipple was born in England, on April 6, 1847, and is
the son of Robert and Mary (Steele) 'Tipple. His parents moved
to America in 1S53, and settled in Chicago, where George attended
the public schools. In 1867, he learned the plumber's trade, and
after serving his apprenticeship he worked as a journeyman until
1875, when he engaged in business with Rupert Coleman, under
the firm name of Tipple & Coleman. At the end of three years, the
firm was dissolved and he carried on the trade by himself until June,
1S84, when the present partnership was established. He has, by
perseverance and close attention to business, built up a fine trade,
which the firm is continuing. He was married, oil May 10, 1876,
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to Miss Mary Nixon, of Chicago. They have two children, —
George and Mary.
Rupert Coleman is the son of Thomas and Ann (Grantham)
Coleman, and was born in Oxfordshire, England, on May 14, 1852.
He came to Chicago, with his parents, in 1868. lie learned the
plumber's and gas-litter's trade, at which he worked until 1875,
when he became connected with George Tipple. They remained
together about three years, when the firm was dissolved, and he then
was employed as a journeyman plumber until 1S84, when he formed
the present partnership. Mr. Coleman was married on September
30, 1879, to Selina Thorpe, of Chicago. They have one child, —
Iicssie.
William F. Gay & Co.—The business of this firm of plumbers
and gas-fitters was established in 1S77, by William F. Gay, and the
present firm was organized in the spring of 18S5, by William F. Gay
and Thomas P. CuUton. They do a general business as plumbers
and gas-fitters, and, by industry and close attention to business,
have built up a good and prosperous trade.
William F. Gay was born at Chicago, on September 22, 1S55,
and is the son of John and Iiridget (White) Gay. I le was educated
at the Holy Name College, at Chicago, from which he graduated in
1874. He was then employed in the seed store of Fogg & Son for
about two years. In 1S66, he commenced the plumber's and gasfitter's trade with Lane & Rock, for whom he worked about eight
years. He was then engaged by the county, on the Insane Asy
lum, at Jefferson, until 1877, when he engaged in business on his
own account. In 1S85, he formed a partnership with Thomas P.
CuUton, under the above firm name.
Thomas P. Cull/on is the son of Thomas I', and Margaret
(Welch) Cullton, and was born at Chicago, on May 5, 1861. He
attended the public schools until 1S77, when he learned the plumb
er's trade from William F. Gay, for whom he worked until he
entered into business with him, in 1885.
Frederick Nf.ustadt, plumber, gas-fitter, and sewer-builder,
was born at Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, on December 25,
1846, and is the son of Frederick and Katie (Nix) Neustadt. He
attended the common schools until he was fourteen years of age,
when he was apprenticed to a plumber. After he had served his
time, he worked at the trade, in his native place, until 1S70, when he
came to Chicago, and was employed by different plumbers for about
nine years. In 1S79, he commenced business on his own account,
which he has since followed. Being a practical mechanic and skill
ful workman, and having given his entire time and attention to the
business, he has built up a large and prosperous trade in the city and
suburbs. Mr. Neustadt is a member of Mithra Lodge, No. 410,
A.F. & A.M. Mr. Neustadt was married, on May 24, 1870, to
Miss Linda Meissner, of Germany. She died in September, 1S76,
leaving one child, —Charles A. He was married the second time,
on October 28, 1880, to .Miss Mary Rayman, of Chicago.
John V. Alles & Brother. —The business of this firm of
plumbers, gas-fitters, and sewer-builders, was established in iSSr,
by John F. Alles. In 1S82, Joseph W. Alles became connected
with the business and the present firm was organized. From a
very small beginning, they have succeeded in building up a large
and prosperous trade. Both are practical and experienced plumb
ers, and have attended to the plumbing, gas-fitting, and housedrainage of many of the finest houses in the northern part of the
city and at Lake View.
John F. Alles was born at Chicago, on May 6, 1858, and is
the son of Frank and Catharine (I'roesel) Alles. He attended the
public schools until 1871, when he learned the plumber's and gasfitter's trade, at which he worked about ten years. He commenced
business on his own account in 1881, and carried on the trade alone
one year, when he admitted Joseph W. Alles, a younger brother, into
the present partnership. John F. is a member of Lincoln Park
Council, No. 871, Royal Arcanum. Mr. Alles was married, on
October 26, 1881, to Miss Lona Goeltz, of Chicago. They have
two children,—Catharine and Mary J.
Joseph IV. Alles is the son of Frank and Catharine (I'roesel)
Alles, and was born at Chicago, on November 26, 1861. When
he was about thirteen years of age, he left school and commenced
to learn the plumber's trade, which he has since followed. He
worked for different parties until 18S2, when he formed a partner
ship with his brother, John F. Alles, since which time he has been
an active member of the present firm.
Painters and Decorators.—The number of firms
and individuals in Chicago engaged solely in decorative
art is not large, but has doubled since the fire. The
number of general house-painters is very great, and
many of these are capable of doing, and in fact do, work
of a genuinely artistic character; but of those who de
vote themselves exclusively to fresco painting there are
hardly a score. The re-building of the city attracted to
7
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Chicago a number of workmen in this, as in every other,
department of mechanical art. Among them were, of
course, men of all grades of ability; but the erection of
the many palatial private residences brought to the city
decorators of unsurpassed skill from the East, some of
whom had acquired their knowledge under masters in
foreign lands. Decorations in Chicago, on the public
and office buildings, compare favorably with those on
buildings of a similar class in any other city of the
country, while those in many of the homes of private
citizens of wealth are marvels of taste and beauty.
Of course, however, not every resident has the
means, even had he the taste or inclination, to adorn his
residence in such a style, and the great mass of private
dwellings are painted by workmen engaged in the gen
eral branches of the trade. Of such establishments
there are in Chicago a large number, many of them of
considerable size, employing numerous skillful work
men, and carrying on an extensive business.
The manufacture of paints and varnishes in this city
has attained considerable magnitude since the year
1870. The visitor to Chicago, as well as many of her
own citizens, may find a beautiful illustration of the
progress made in this direction by a visit to the per
manent building exhibit, reference to which has been
already made. Here, arranged in artistic grouping, are
specimens of the products of the city's paint works.
The following tables show the increase in these
branches of manfacture, as gathered from the census
reports for 1870 and 1880:
PAINTS.
Year.

J3 C Hands
em
ployed.

1870
1880

4
12

70
276

Capital.
$368,000
785,500

Wages.

Material.

Product.

$ 33,850 $ 471,875 $ 544,400
153,128 2,110,845 2,796,000

VARNISHES.
-i c Hands
Year. 8s Sy em
Wx ployed
1870
1S80

4
4

27
33

CapTtal.

Wages.

Material.

Product.

$225,000
207,000

$24,750
24,646

$193,380
302,600

$445,000
389,000

The Heath & Milligan Manufacturing COMPANY, man
ufacturers of dry colors, white and colored leads, mixed paints,
etc., was founded in February, 1851, by Monroe Heath, at No
179 Randolph Street. Trade soon sought Mr. Heath, and the
business has, since its establishment, kept pace with the city's
growth- to metropolitan proportions. The name and style of the
house has undergone several changes, as has the personnel of its
proprietors, but Mr. Heath has been at its head from the date of
its formation. In 1854, he formed a partnership with Fben Hurd,
of New Hampshire, who had located in Chicago. Two years later,
a removal was made to Franklin Street, between Randolph and
Lake. In i860, the firm removed to Lake Street, near the corner
of South Water ; and in 1863, to No. 167 Randolph Street, almost
opposite their present location. In the latter year, Mr. T. R.
Wood succeeded Mr. Hurd as partner, and the firm name was
changed to T. R. Wood & Co. In 1865, Mr. Wood retired, and
William F. Milligan, who had been connected with the house for
some years, was admitted as a partner, the firm then becoming Heath
& Milligan. In 1868, they moved to their present location, Nos.
170 to 174 Randolph Street. In August, 1870, they were burned
out, but immediately rebuilt. Not long after their establishment
in their new house, the fire of 1871 destroyed both building and
stock. Notwithstanding this succession of reverses, the house
scarcely suspended business for a single day. Immediately after
the tire, they secured temporary quarters at No. 103 West Ran
dolph Street, and soon began the erection of a new building on the
former site. This was pushed with such vigor that it was ready
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for occupancy early in 1872. The building is one of the finest in
that vicinity. In 1881, a joint stock company was formed under the
style of The Heath iV Milligan Manufacturing Company, with
Monroe Heath as president, VV. K. Milligan as vice-president,
and Ernest W. Heath as secretary and treasurer. The specialties
of the company are the manufacture of white lead, ground colors,
dry colors, mixed paint in Japan and oils, and oaint specialties of
all descriptions, lioth Mr. Heath and Mr. Milligan are practical
mechanics, and possess a knowledge of the business in all its de
partments. Their premises occupy (all floors included) nearly sixtyfive thousand square feet of floor surface, all of which is utilized in
the transaction of their business. Their factory is thoroughly
equipped with special machinery, much of which has been designed
and constructed by Mr. Heath. Their jobbing trade extends to
all points of the compass. In addition to the prominent position
Mr. Heath has so long occupied in commercial circles, he has also
received substantial evidence of the esteem in which he is held by
the people at large, having been mayor of Chicago from 1S76 to
1879. Mr Heath is a native of New Hampshire, and was born in
1827 ; he came to Chicago in 1850, and has ever since lived in this
city.
Byron A. Baldwin, manager for Chicago of the great paint
house of John \V. Masury »V Son, first visited this city in 1856,
when a mere boy. He then resided at Erie, I'enn. , where he was
born At an early day, his uncle became proprietor of an oil well,
on Oil Creek, about thirty miles from Erie, and young Baldwin
was sent on the road to introduce his " brand " and also to handle
the goods of Masury & Whiton, of New York City. In 1861, he
established the Pennsylvania Oil Company, at Milwaukee, where
he had relatives and friends. In 18(14, he burned out and came to
Chicago, when the same house was re-established. Thus he re
mained until 1869, when he bought the Everett House, which was
burned in the great fire of 1871, and he removed to St. Louis, Mo.,
where he had a short hotel experience. He then traveled for a
number of years for John W. Masury tV Son, and in 1877 was ap
pointed manager of that firm's interests in Chicago. He first
established himself on Wabash Avenue, but the business increased
so rapidly that, in 1881, an elegant store was erected at Nos.
191-92 Michigan Avenue. When Mr. Baldwin opened the Chi.
cago house, the business transacted the first year was about
$250,000, and these figures have since been increased threefold.
Ten salesmen are constantly on the road, their territory including
everything west of Pennsylvania. Among other noteworthy enter
prises in which Mr. Baldwin is interested may be mentioned the
People's Building and Loan Association. It is the parent of all
such organizations in Chicago, having been inaugurated in 1S74,
and has now about $800,000 invested. For the past six years, Mr.
Baldwin has been a director of the Association.
Benjamin F. Chase was born at Webster, Worcester Co.,
Mass., on October 14, 1830. His father, John Chase, who was a
native of Rhode Island, lived at Webster for sixty years, and his
mother, Mary (Dean) Chase, died there \vTien he was a child. Un
til he was fifteen years of age, he attended the public schools.
In 1845, he came to Chicago with a sister and brother-in-law.
Immediately after his arrival, he went to Harrington, Cook County,
where he worked for his board, and attended school in the winter
months of 1845-47, an<-l returning to Chicago during the spring,
summer and fall seasons, to complete his knowledge of sign-paint
ing. Soon after he located permanently in Chicago. The follow
ing winter he taught an evening school for boys. About this time
he obtained a situation with Thomas Shergold, No. 109 Randolph
Street, who was engaged in general house and sign painting. At
the annual exhibition at the Mechanics' Institute, in 1848, he re
ceived the prize for the best apprentice work there shown, his work
being acknowledged to be better than any journeyman work ex
hibited. On March 1, 1849, he entered into partnership with his
employer, under the firm name of Shergold & Chase. On May I,
following, they changed their place of business to No. 108 Ran
dolph Street. The partnership continued about a year and a half,
at the end of which time Mr. Shergold presented Mr. Chase with
everything connected with the business, including the good-will,
and retired from the firm. About the year 1857, Mr. Chase formed
a partnership with David T. Walker, under the firm name of
B. F. Chase & Walker. In addition to sign-painting, they carried
on the wall-paper trade, both wholesale and retail, and prospered
in both branches up to the tire of 1871, which destroyed their
building. Mr. Chase immediately erected a temporary place of
business on the old site. Although Mr. Chase lost heavily by the
fire, and realized nothing from his insurance policies, yet his busi
ness steadily recovered, and even far exceeded, its former propor
tions. In sign-painting he undoubtedly carried on the largest
business in the United States. As soon as practicable, the store at
No. 125 Fifth Avenue (a large and handsome marble front build
ing, consisting of four stories and basement) was erected by Mr.
Chase for his own use. Mr. Chase's prosperity is due to his

earnest and undeviating pursuit of the high standard he has always
set before him. The same consistent character is exhibited
by his patient advancement in school and his faithful per
formance of the obligations of his maturer life. While he has
never permitted himself to be placed in public life, he has
always given cordial support to all measures tending toward the
development of the city. He is a republican, but has not taken
an active part in politics. He has been a member of the Masonic
fraternity for over twenty years, and has been connected with the
Odd Fellows for over thirty years. Mr. Chase was married in Chi
cago, in 1852, to Miss I.ovina W. Lamb, of Ashtabula County,
Ohio. Of their six children, three boys and a girl are living and
two boys have died.
Thomas Nelson (deceased) was born in County Meath, Ire
land, on June I, 1827, and during his boyhood attended such schools
as the country afforded, and then learned the trade of painting.
At the age of twenty-one, he came to this country, and for a few
years worked in New York City, where he displayed his ability as a
first-class mechanic. In 1852, he came to Chicago, and, after a
tour through the West and South, finally located here in 1853, es
tablishing himself in business as a decorative, house, and sign
painter. He soon won the confidence and secured the patronage of
the business community, anil was recognized as a skillful and faith
ful workman. His success was assured and rapid. In 1S71 and
1S74, he met with heavy losses, but his indomitable energyenabled him speedily to recover from the effect of his reverses, and
from the last mentioned date his success was remarkable. He was
awarded the contract for painting, glazing, and frescoing the new
County Building, probably the largest job in this line of work ever
let in this city; and the taste and fidelity with which it was executed
earned for him a deservedly high reputation among the citizens of
Chicago. On October 22, 1858, he married, in this city, Miss
Catharine Lamb. They have had four children, one of whom, W.
P. Nelson, is the secretary of the Master Painters' Association.
Mr. Nelson, Sr., died, after a short illness, on April 3, 1882. The
business which he established is still conducted under the firm name
of T. Nelson & Son, W. P. Nelson being the active manager of
the same.
William Edmonds is the son of Joseph and Mary (Stacy)
Edmonds, and was born at London, England, on September 19,
18 13. After obtaining an education sufficient to enable him to en
gage in commerce, he associated himself with his brother in the ship
ping interest, of which he eventually became proprietor. In 1836,
he disposed of his business interest. The following ten months he
passed in France, engaged in no particular calling. In the latter
part of 1S37 he immigrated to this country, locating at Brooklyn,
N, Y. Shortly after his arrival in America, circumstances induced
him to acquire a trade. Being something of an artist, he, after a
short experience, mastered the sign-painter's trade, and so success
ful was he in that particular branch that he determined to give
it his exclusive attention. Five years following his effort, he estab
lished a business of his own, in New York City and Brooklyn,
which he continued for fifteen years. In the fall of 1862, the rapid
growth of Chicago induced him to come here and identify himself
with its vast commercial advance. Within a few weeks after his
arrival he started in the sign and ornamental painting business.
Mr. Kdmonds is one of the pioneers in his line of business in Chi
cago. For more than twenty years he has been identified with the
business interests of Chicago. His memory of the city dates back
to the days when it was struggling for the proud position it holds
to-day; when not a few of the principal streets were made conspic
uous by the placards planted in their midst, " No bottom here." He
was married at London, England, to Phcebe Tyrrell. They have
three children.
William Henry Connor is the son of John and Bridget
(O'Neil) Connor, and was born in the village of Union, Canada,
on September 19, 1857. When he was in his eighth year, his parents
mov ed to London, Ontario, where he attended school for several
years. Then he turned his attention to the acquirement of a trade.
After due deliberation, and much opposition on the part of his
parents, he concluded to follow the occupation of a painter, a pur
suit for which he possessed natural ability. At the close of his term,
as apprentice to a London firm, he went to St. Thomas, and secured
a position in the employ of the Canada Southern Railroad. In
1880, a desire to see something of the United States induced him to
relinquish the business connections and come to this city. Shortly
after his arrival here, he entered the employ of the Pullman Palace
Car Company, at Pullman, 111., as ornamental painter on Pullman
coaches. For eight months he followed that work, and then located
in this city and established himself in the business of an ornamental
and sign-painter. Mr. Connor is something more than a mere
painter of signs. His work is evidence that he is the possessor of
the ability of an artist painter. He was married to Hattie Richon,
on November 21, 1S84, in this city.
Samuel Stedman Barry, founder of the well-known painting
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and decorating establishment of S. S. Barry & Son, was born at P artnership, and the style of the firm was changed to Hilger, JenSalem, Mass., on March 19, 1811, and is descended from a line of k ins & Faxon, and so continued until 1876, when the firm ceased
ancestors long connected with scientific pursuits. He was given a business. During the partnership of the two brothers, in 1S56, they
liberal education, and at the age of fourteen took up the business of established a branch house at Milwaukee, of which Nat. Faxon took
decorative painting, at which he subsequently served a thorough ap charge, remaining there seven years After closing business in Chi
prenticeship. He then began business on his own account at Salem, cago, Mr. Faxon went into the employ of the Chicago Carpet Com
where he remained until 1837. In that year he came West, arriving pany, managing the wall-paper branch of their business for four years.
here, on November 27, on the brig " Indiana," making the last He then established himself in the wall-paper business, and now
trip of the season. Soon after, he located in Lake County, but, in carries a heavy stock and has a choice trade. Mr. Faxon is a mem
1840, returned to Chicago, where he founded the business in which ber of Genesee Falls Lodge, A.F. & A.M., of Rochester, N. Y.
he is still engaged. The house of which Mr. Barry is at the head, In 1S59 he married Miss Josephine, daughter of Joel Hood, then
ranks among the largest of its kind in the West, employing nearly residents of Milwaukee, but natives of New York. There have
one hundred and fifty skilled workmen, and doing a trade amount
been three children by this marriage,—Clarence Hardwick and
ing to nearly $150,000 per annum. Mr. Barry has always taken an Harry Dean (twins), and Marion Louise. Mrs. Faxon died in
active interest in the progress of Chicago. He is a member of both July, 1880.
the Masonic and Odd Fellows fraternities, in which he has been an
SPOOR Mackey, proprietor of the extensive wall-paper house
active worker for the past thirty years. In earlier days he belonged on Wabash Avenue, is a native of Albany County, N. V., where he
to the city fire force, and ran with Engine No. 2, then called the was born on November 10, 1S42, and is a son of Eli and Koxaline
"Metafflora." Mr. Barry married, in 1837, Miss Abigail C. Ab
(Frair) Mackey, also natives of the same place. Mr. Mackey is a
bott, of Salem, Mass. They have one son and two daughters liv graduate of the best schools in his native county. He was reared
ing,—George, associated with his father in business ; Helen S., now on a farm, and remained there until he was twenty-one years of age.
the wife of Joseph Sayers, who is connected with the well-known Leaving home in 1S65, he came to Chicago and became a partner
firm of N. K. Fairbank & Co.; Abbie Maria, the remaining in the old wall-paper firm of Allen & Mackey, which continued until
daughter, is at home ; Martha Etesa (deceased) was the wife of the fire of 1S71. Soon after this event, he established a house for
Rev. Horace J. Swift.
himself, in the same business, and now has the satisfaction of
James Bkr.nard Sullivan, of the firm of J. B. Sullivan & knowing that his wholesale trade is the fourth in magnitude in the
Bro., painting, decorating in fresco, etc., is the son of Michael and United States, while his wholesale and retail trade, combined, place
Hannah Sullivan, and was born at Troy, New York, on November his house in the third rank. In 1S73, Mr. Mackey was married to
29, 1830. He remained at home until he was twenty years of age, Miss Ellen, daughter of Alonzo and Mercy (Rice) Kent, natives of
during which time he received a thorough education, and then went New York, where they now live. They have two children, —Alonzo
Kent and Edwin Moore. Mrs. Mackey is a member of the Presby
to New York, where he engaged with John S. Perry, painter, decor
ator, etc., with whom he continued one year. After mastering his terian Church.
Robert T. Martin was born on July 20, 1847, in Phila
trade, he continued his vocation, in Troy, until 1855, when he came
to Chicago. In the following year he began business on his own delphia, Penn., and is a son of Robert and Ann E. (Mackin)
account, and in 1857 established himself at Nos. 266-68 North Martin, who were natives and early residents of that city. He re
Clark Street, his present location. He associated with his brother, ceived his education in the public schools of his native place, and
M. J. Sullivan, in 1869, under the firm name of J. B. Sullivan & Bro. first entered commercial life as a clerk, in a commission house at
This establishment has kept pace with the rapid development of the Philadelphia, at the early age of thirteen years. He remained
decorative art, and is recognized by the trade and the public as one there for ten years, and in 1870 came to Chicago, and engaged
of the leading houses in the Northwest. First-class materials and in general business, continuing therein until the tire of 1871. After
expert workmen are only employed, and to these aids the Messrs. that event he commenced the furniture and piano business, which he
Sullivan attribute their success. Mr. Sullivan was married, in 1859, continued until 1881, when he retired from that branch of trade,
to Miss Margaret Cunningham, of Schenectady, N. Y., who died and engaged in the wholesale and retail wall-paper business, with
in 1868, leaving four children,—Mary E., Margaret F., James B. which he has become prominently identified and in which he is still
and Agnes M. His second marriage, to Miss Elizabeth Glass- engaged. Notwithstanding the cares incidental to the transaction
brook, of Chicago, occurred in 1870; they have two children,—• of his large and prosperous business, Mr. Martin finds time and
attention to devote to literature and bibliology, in the prosecution of
Joseph and Irene.
Michael Joseph Sullivan, of the firm of J. B. Sullivan & which latter study he has acquired some of the rarest books pertain
Bro., painting, decorating, etc., is the son of Michael and Hannah ing to that science, in Chicago, as will be seen by reference to the
Sullivan, and was born at Troy, N. Y., on October 3, 1846. He first volume of this History, wherein some of the rarest books pub
attended the public schools of his native city until fourteen years lished in this city, and still extant, are accredited to Mr. Martin's
of age, when he came to this city, and engaged in his trade in the library. In 1869, he was married to Miss Caroline II. South, a
establishment of his brother, J. B. Sullivan. In 1869, he succeeded daughter of William and Eliza W. South, who were natives of
to one-third interest in the firm of J. B. Sullivan & Bro., and in Philadelphia. They have three children,—George South, Anne
1872 became full partner. He is thoroughly conversant with the Harold, and Robert South. Mr. and Mrs. Martin are members of
details of the decorative art, and is known to the public as one of Christ Reformed Episcopal Church, of which congregation they are
the best-posted men in the trade. Mr. Sullivan was married, on prominent members and wherein they are active workers. Mr.
October 3, 1872, to Miss Ellen Braley, an accomplished lady of Martin has been connected with Tyng Mission, on Archer Avenue,
for a number of years ; he was also associate superintendent of
Chicago. They have two children,—Francis J. and Marie E.
Christ Church Sunday-school for five years. It is proper, while
Wall Paper.— No manufactories of wall paper are . alluding
to the services performed by Mr. Martin in this connection,
in Chicago, all goods of that description used here being to mention the indefatigable attention and unflagging industry he
brought from other (chiefly Eastern) markets. That has manifested in this work. The value of these missions, estab
the days wherein many of the Eastern dealers considered lished, as they are, in the dist.icts of the city most in need of Chris
and instruction, has long been acknowledged by the
" anything good enough for Chicago trade " have finally tian influencesThe
potency of the influence for good of the Tyng
passed away, is illustrated by the advance made in the community.
Mission is justly to be credited to the earnest work of Mr. Martin's
style, beauty and finish of wall paper exposed for sale predecessors and his faithful continuance thereof.
in the stores of this metropolis. Art designs of exquisite
Plate Glass Dealers. — In 1871, immediately
beauty are now ordered by Chicago dealers, many of after the fire, the city directory contained the names of
whom carry stocks vieing in extent and assortment with but two dealers in plate and window glass ; the number
those of any other city. This city has become the cen
had increased to fifteen in 1885. Few of these make
ter of a large and growing wholesale trade, whose ramifi
direct importations from abroad, although all handle
cations extend over the entire West and Northwest.
more or less imported plate glass. It is impossible to
Nat. Faxon is the son of John and Lucy Faxon, and was give figures relative to either imports or sales. There
born on March 10, 1835, at Quincy, Mass., where his parents lived
and died. Mr. Faxon was educated in the common schools of have been as yet no efforts made to establish a manu
Quincy. After leaving school, he went to Boston and entered the factory of plate glass in this city. Indeed, the manu
employ of a commission house, in which he remained five years. facture throughout the United States prior to 1879, was
In July, 1853, he came to Chicago and opened a wall-paper store, tentative merely, and proved, financially, a failure.*
in company with his brother, E. G. L. Faxon. This was, un
doubtedly, the first house in Chicago which dealt exclusively in wall There are living in Chicago, at the present time, men
paper. The firm remained the same until 1S70. when E. G. L.
* It is an interesting fact that the first glass works west of Cincinnati were
Faxon died, after which Messrs. Hilger and Jenkins entered into the built at Alton, in 1867.
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who invested and lost hundreds of thousands of dollars
in experimental manufacturing of this character.
Considered as a whole, however, the trade in glass
may be said to be a prosperous one, as, indeed, it could
hardly fail to be in a city where building is so largely
carried on as here.
Of manufacturers of cut, stained and ornamented
glass, the census report for 1880 shows that there were
in Chicago, at that time, six ; the capital invested was
$39,600; the average number of employes, eighty; the
total wages, $47,545 ; value of materials, $38,564 ; and
the value of the manufactured product, $113,612.
George A. Misch began the manufacture of stained glass, in
this city, in 1864. Two years later his brother, Adolph J., was ad
mitted as a partner, and remained a member of the firm until his
death, which occurred on December 15, 1874. Since that time,
George has continued the business alone. When but fairly estab
lished on a safe footing, the fire of 1871 placed him, as well as hun
dreds of other Chicago business men, once more at the foot of the
ladder, but Mr. Misch soon retrieved, in a great measure, his losses.
He now has a trade extending over the entire West, and also does
considerable business in the East. He furnished the memorial work
for a l'resbyterian Church in Detroit, and for the Cathedral of St.
Francis de Sales in Cincinnati. In this city he supplied the stained
glass used in the Temple of the Sinai Congregation, in St. Peter's,
St. John's, and the Cathedral of the Holy Name, and many others.
Numerous church-edifices, in various parts of the United States,
are provided with his manufactures. At the time of the fire, Mr.
Misch was located at No. 96 Washington Street, and then employed
fifty men. After that event, he resumed business on the North
Side, where he remained nearly a year and then removed to his pres
ent location. Mr. Misch was born in Strasund, Germany, on July
5, 1842, and is the son of Theodore and Wilhelmina Misch. In
1850, his parents settled in New York City, where his father en
gaged in the manufacture and importation of staineti gjaijs, the son
working with him as a journeyman until in 1S64, when he came.
West and established for himself the business which he now con
trols. Mr. Misch was married, in 1868, to MissEffie Byl, daughter
of Nicholas Byl of this city. They have four children, —Minnie,
Albert, Fred, and George A., Jr.
McCuLLY & Mii.es.—This firm is now composed of John McCully and Holland F. Miles, but the business was established in
1859, by E. Cook & Co.. and was one of the first houses in the city
to engage in the stained glass trade. In 1872, Mr. McCully be
came a member of the firm of K. Cook & Co., and two years later
Mr. Miles purchased Mr. Cook's interest, since which time he and
Mr. McCully have continued under their present firm name and
style. From 1S74 to 1879, the place of business was at No. 85
Jackson Street ; they then moved to the corner of Fifth Avenue
and Adams Street, and in 1882, to their present location. They
deal in all kinds of stained glass, doing, perhaps, as large a busi
ness as any house in this line in the West. Since the business was
started, it has increased more than tenfold ; forty men are now em
ployed, and their trade, which extends from Maine to California,
amounts to over $100,000 annually. They have supplied the
stained glass for many of the prominent churches in this city ; also
for the State House, at St. Paul, Minn., and for the St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, at Milwaukee, one of the finest churches in the
West. Among the many private resiliences in this city for which
they have furnished glass, may be mentjonedyhose of M.-D. Wells,
the late General Anson Stager, B. P. Moulton, and others.
John McCully was born in Birmingham, England, on August
26, 1852. His father, Richard McCully, was, during his business
life, in the stained glass trade, and the son was early trained in the
same mercantile pursuit. After receiving a good education, he be
gan his apprenticeship in 1863, and worked in his native city until in
1870, when he came to this country and engaged for two years with
a house in New York City. In 1872, he came to Chicago through
the influence of Mr. Cook, with whom he remained in partnersnip
until he formed his present connection with Mr. Miles, in 1874.
Mr. McCully was married, in 1875, to Miss Kitty McMillan, of
Kingston, Canada ; Mrs. McCully was, however, reared and edu
cated in this city. They have two children, —Frank and George.
Holland F. Miles was born at Pittsford, N.Y., on September 19,
1847. After securing a good literary education, he entered Bryant
& Stratton's Commercial College, from which institution he gradu
ated at the age of seventeen. He then came, with his parents, to
Chicago, and engaged with George A. Misch, with whom he re
mained until 1874, when he became a partner in the firm of which
he is still a member. Mr. Miles was married, in February, 18S1,
to Miss Addie Lyon, of New York City.
James H. Rick, president of the stock company which bears

his name, was born in Tompkins County, N. Y., on May 19, 1830,
and is the son of Asa and Polly (Reed) Rice. His early education
was gained in the district schools, and, like so many successful
business men of this city, he was obliged, in early life, to assert an
independence which sUxxl him in good stead in his after years. At
the age of eighteen he left school, and for five years succeeding was
cmplojcd on a farm, when, in the spring of 1854, he came West,
and for a time was employed at Peru, III., by Ira Foote, contractor
and house builder. In July of the same year, he came, with Mr.
Foote, to Chicago, and for a number of years he was associated
with him as a contractor and builder. Their first contract in this
city was for the erection of a small dwelling-house for ex-Alderman
Sexton, situated at the corner of Twelfth Street and Indiana Ave
nue. Soon after, Park Row was finished by them, and the old
Richmond Hotel, on the corner of Michigan Avenue and Lake
Street, was built. In 1S72, after finishing the Tremont House, the
partnership existing between Mr. Foote and Mr. Rice was dis
solved, and a business as importers and dealers in foreign and
American window-glass was established. Mr. Foote owned an in
terest, although his name never appeared as a partner in the firm
11 mil 1877. The business was conducted in Mr. Rice's name until
January I, 1884, when the present stock company was incorporated,
under the name of The James II. Rice Company. Since its incor
poration, this house has taken a foremost place among the strong
business enterprises for which Chicago is so famous, and in its
special line is second to only one in the United States. It was
among the first, if not the first, exclusive glass houses west of the
Alleghany Mountains, and does a very large importation of F rench
manufactured goods, consisting of plate-glass and mirrors. Mr.
Rice was married, in September, 1876, to Miss Margaret Gilliland,
of Dcs Moines, Iowa.
George F. Kimball, whose bold speculations in the glass
trade during the past few years have placed him among the most
successful young commercial men of Chicago, established his pres
ent business in 1879, at Nos. 45-47 Jackson Street. In the six years
of its existence his house has made rapid progress, dealing heavily
in German and French mirrors, polished plate, and domestic and
foreign window-glass. The importations of foreign glass have fallen
off greatly during late years, owing to the completeness of American
manufactures. There are in the United States, at the present time,
four plate-glass factories,—viz., at New Albany, Ind. ; Jeffersonville,
Ind. ; Creighton, Penn.; and Crystal City, Mo. Of the latter factory,
Mr. Kimball is the sole agent. 'These factories are unable to supply
the rapidly increasing demand, as fully three-fourths of all the glass
sold in the United States is of domestic manufacture, and seveneighths of the glass sold in Chicago, which is the most extensive
distributing point in America, is made in this country. 'The sale
of American glass in this city has increased twenty-five per cent,
annually for the past four years, and the time is not far distant
when the importation of glass will be wholly abandoned by Chicago
dealers. In the spring of 1884, Mr. Kimball made for himself a
national reputation as a shrewd manipulator of the glass markets,
by a gigantic purchase which advanced the price fifteen per cent.
The manner in which this was accomplished was by a corner, sim
ilar in its operation and effect to that which has distinguished the
provision markets and the financial exchanges of the country. So
comprehensive was this manipulation, that the advance quoted
ruled the market all over the United States. This bold move, which
was the evidence of a thorough knowledge of the business, was the
occasion of a universal press-comment, and gained for Mr. Kimball
a world-wide reputation as a dealer in this line of merchandise.
Mr. Kimball was born at Boston, Mass., on February 23, 1839,
and isf the sonof •Alttoh and Ruth (Woodbury) Kimball. His father
was a prominent print manufacturer of Boston, and his mother a
descendant of the old Woodbury family of New Hampshire. He
received his early education at the common schools of his native
city, and later became a pupil at Andover College. He left college
at the age of sixteen, and paid a visit to an uncle, a dry goods mer
chant, at Louisville, Ky. At the end of his visit, he concluded to
remain in Louisville, and obtained employment with the dry goods
firm of Bent & Duvall, of that city, and became the New Yorkbuyer for that house when only nineteen years of age. After five
years' service with Bent & Duvall, he formed a partnership with a
Mr. Johnson, the firm being Johnson & Kimball. They carried on
a successful business in dry goods until 1863. when the partnership
was dissolved and Mr. Kimball entered the pay department of the
army, with headquarters at Louisville. After a year's service, he
was made chief clerk of the quartermaster's department, under
Colonel Thomas Swords, the headquarters of the assistant quarter
master-general being at Cincinnati. He held that position until the
close of the War, when he went to New York City as the solicitor of
consignments for the auction and commission house of Thomas An
derson & Co., of Louisville. In 1S69, he came to Chicago, in the
interests of the firm he represented, introducing Anderson's sash
balance. In 1871, he entered the employ of James H. Rice as
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chief clerk, remaining with him eight years, and, although at the
present time a rival of Mr. Kice in the glass trade, he remembers
his old employer with the kindest regard, and their competitive
associations are of the most pleasant nature. Mr. Kimball is doing
the largest business in his line in Chicago, and is the largest buyer
of American window-glass in the United States. Mr. Kimball is
prominent in social circles, and is a member of the Washington
Park Club. He was married, in October, 1S74, to Mrs. Lydia
Taft, of Waukegan, 111., who had one son, Weston G.
Hawley A. Newkirk, who represents Hills, Turner & Co.,
of lioston, importers of window-glass and looking-glass plates, es
tablished the Chicago branch of that concern in 1S80. Previous to
that time the house was unknown in the West, but, through the
exertion of Mr. Newkirk, their trade has since been extended from
the Pennsylvania line to the Pacific Coast, and the house has taken
a foremost place in the importation trade. Mr. Newkirk was born
in Monroe County, N. Y., on May 23, 1854. His father, Aaron
15. Newkirk, was a farmer, and his mother, Abigail E. Hall, was
a daughter of Dr. Larry Gilbert Hall, of Woodstock, Ulster Co.,
N. Y. Mr. Newkirk attended the common schools of Monroe
County, N. Y., until he arrived at the age of twelve years,
when he came with his family to Kent County, Mich., and was a
pupil at the common schools of that county. At the age of eigh
teen, he entered the Commercial College at Grand Rapids, Mich.,
graduating from that institution in 1874. Soon after leaving col
lege, he entered the coal office of Long & Bennett, at Grand
Rapids, and remained with them in the capacity of bookkeeper for
nearly two years, when he went to Rochester, N. Y., and was
employed by Henry C. Wisner, a dealer in crockery and glassware,
as bookkeeper. He remained there two years, and after taking a
short vacation at his home he returned to Grand Rapids, and ac
cepted the management of the business house of Charles H. South-
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At the election in November, 187 1, the city com
prised twenty wards. In 1875, the city government was
re-organized under the General Incorporation Act of
April of that year, and consequently no election was
held in November, the persons then in office holding
over until May, 1876. Under this law the city was di
vided into eighteen wards.
Reoister from 1872 TO 1885. 1S71-72— Mayor, Joseph
Medill ; City Clerk. Charles T. Hotchkiss ; City Attorney, I. N.
Stiles; City Treasurer, David A. Gage. Aldermen, by wards: (1)
Chauncey T. Bowen, John J. Knickerbocker; (2) Arthur Dixon,
Joseph E. Otis; (3) John W. McGennis, David Coey; (4) John H.
"McAvoy, Harvey M. Thompson; (5) R. B. Stone, Peter Daggy ;
(6) William Trac'ey, Michael Schmitz ; (7) Edward E. Cullerton, P.
J. Hickev ; (8) Jeremiah Clowry, M. B. Bailey ; (9) George Powell,
William B. Bateham ; (10) Lester L. Bond, (5. C. P. Holden ; (11)
Henry Sweet, H. O. Glade, T. T. Verdier (elected to fill vacancy
caused by resignation of H. O. Glade, in January 1872); (12) Mon
roe Heath, Henry Witbeck ; (13) George W. Sherwood, S. S. Gard
ner ; (14) S. E. Cleveland, B. G. Gill; (15) James J. McGrath,
John Buehler; (16) Thompson W. Stout, K. G. Schmidt; (17) Jacob
Lengacher, Louis Schaffner ; (18) Thomas Carney, John McCaffery ;
(19) Mahlon D. Ogden, William M. Clarke ; (20) Charles L. Wood
man, G. A. Busse.
7872-73—Mayor, Joseph Medill ; City Clerk, Charles T. Hotch
kiss ; City Attorney, I. N. Stiles; City Treasurer, David A. Gage.
Aldermen, by wards: (1) William H. Richardson, Chauncey T.
Bowen ; (2) Erancis W. Warren, Arthur Dixon ; (3) David Coey, John
W. McGennis; (4) George Sidwcll, John II. McAvoy; (5) A. H.
Pickering, R. B. Stone ; (6) Michael Schmitz, William Tracey ; (7)
P. McClory, E. F. Cullerton; (8) M. B. Bailey. Jeremiah Clowry;
(9) James O'Brien, George Powell ; (10) David W. Clark, Jr., L. L.
Bond; (11) P. Kehoe, Henry Sweet : (12) A. F. Miner, Monroe
Heath ; (13) Avery Moore, George W. Sherwood ; (14) Bart Quirk,
S. E. Cleveland ; (15) Nicholas Eckhardt, James J. McGrath ; (16)
Peter Mahr, Thompson W. Stout; (17) Louis Schaffner, Jacob Len
gacher ; (18) Thomas Cannon, Thomas Carney; (19) Michael
Brand, M. I). Ogden ; (20) John T. Corcoran, C. L. Woodman.
1S73-74—-Mayor, Harvey D. Colvin ; City Clerk, Joseph K.
C. Forrest ; City Attorney, Egbert Jamieson ; City Treasurer,
Daniel O'Hara. Aldermen, by wards: (1) Thomas Foley, William
H. Richardson; (2) Arthur Dixon, F.W.Warren; (3) William
Fitzgerald, I /avid Coey ; (4) Jesse Spaulding, George H. Sidwell ;
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wick, handling paints, oils, and glass. He remained there one
year, and, becoming acquainted with Hills, Turner & Company in
a business way, was employed by them to establish and manage
their western branch in this city. Mr. Newkirk is a young man of
extended business acquaintance, and has become well and favorably
known in the glass trade.
The National Builder (W. D. Kennedy & Co., publishers),
while incorporated in June, 1885, was really organized in the early
part of that year, and published its first number in March. This
journal, which is specially designed to meet the requirements of
builders, was founded by W. D. Kennedy, the present secretary
of the company, who nursed his project several years, but finally
the time seemed propitious for its debut. In May, it made its ap
pearance as the only journal of its particular kind in the United
States, and was accepted as a step in advance of anything ever
placed before the people. Each number presents, in beautiful
colored plates, a different style of dwelling, with working-plans
and cost of material and labor. These fine drawings are all made,
and plans prepared, by George O. Garnsey, one of Chicago's wellknown architects, which is a guaranty of their superiority. At the
organization of this company, the following officers were elected :
John B. Daniels, president; Charles L. Boyd, vice-president;
William D. Kennedy, secretary; and Charles W. Chandler, treas
urer; George O. Garnsey, editor and architect. While the publica
tion is yet comparatively new, it has acquired popularity beyond
the expectations of the projectors. At the last meeting of the Sash,
Door, and Blind Association of the United States, it was unan
imously made its official organ, giving it an influence, at once,
that it richly deserves. When first organized, John B. Jeffery be
came associated with it, and was part owner, but after the issue of
the first number, his interest was purchased and transferred to the
office of the company.

HISTORY.
(5) R. B. Stone, A. H. Pickering; (6) Philip Reidy, M. Schmitz;
(7) E. F. Cullerton, P. McClory; (8) James H. Hildreth, M. B.
Bailey ; (9) Thomas II. Bailey, James O'Brien ; (10) C. L. Wood
man, D. W. Clark, Jr.; (11) George E. White, P. Kehoe; (12)
Monroe Heath, A. ¥. Miner; (13) James L. Campbell, Avery
Moore ; (14) S. E. Cleveland, Bart Quirk ; (15) James J. McGrath,
M. Ryan (elected to fill vacancy caused by resignation of J. J.
McGrath, June 22), N. Eckhardt ; (16) Thompson W. Stout, Peter
Mahr ; (17) Jacob Lengacher, Louis Schaffner ; (18) David Murphy,
Thomas Cannon ; (19) Thomas Lynch, Michael Brand ; (20) Julius
Jonas, [ohn T. Corcoran.
187+73—Mayor, Harvey D. Colvin; City Clerk, Joseph K. C.
Forrest; City Attorney, Egbert Jamieson; City Treasurer, Daniel
O'Hara. Aldermen, by wards : (1) William H. Richardson, Thomas
Foley; (2) F. W. Warren, A. Dixon; (3) David Coey, William
Fitzgerald; (4) Rensselaer Stone, Jesse Spaulding; (5) Thomas C.
Clarke, R. B. Stone; (6) Frederick Sommer, Philip Reidy; (7) P.
McClory. E. F. Cullerton; (8) P. C. McDonald, James H. Hil
dreth; (9) James O'Brien, Thomas II. Bailey; (10) D. W. Clark,
Jr., C. L. Woodman; (11) S. F. Gunderson, George E. White; (12)
A. N. Waterman, Monroe Heath; (13) C. H. Case, James L.
Campbell; (14) Bart Quirk, S. E. Cleveland; (15) N. Eckhardt, M.
Ryan; (16) Peter Mahr, Thompson W. Stout; (17) Louis Schaffner,
Jacob Lengacher; (18) M. Sweeney. David Murphy; (19) William
B. Dickinson, Thomas Lynch; (20) John T. Corcoran, Julius Jonas.
1S76—*.Mayor, Monroe Heath. H. D. Colvin. Thomas Hoyne;
City Clerk, Caspar Butz; City Attorney, Richard S. Tuthill; City
Treasurer, Clinton Briggs. Aldermen, by wards: (1) John T. McAuley, D. K. Pearsons; (2) Jacob Rosenberg, Addison Ballard; (3)
John L. Thompson, William Aldrich; (4) John W, Stewart, James
H. Gilbert; (5) Fred. Sommer, Mark Sheridan; (6) E. F. Culler
ton, Fred. Lodding; (7) James H. Hildreth, Charles Tarnow
(elected to fill vacancy caused by resignation of J. H. Hildreth),
Henry Kerber; (8) Frank I.awler, James O'Brien; (9) John M.
Van Osdel, Jacob Beidler; (10) George E. White, Andrew F. Smith;
"The order passed by the City Council, in 1875. providing for an election for
city officers under the new General Incorporation Act, omitted all reference to
the office of mayor. Notwithstanding the apparent absence of any authority, a
popular vote was taken for mayor at the election, and Thomas Hoyne received
33,064 votes, with 819 scattering, but when the returns were canvassed by the
Council, this vote was disregarded. 'The new Council, at its first meeting, de
cided to count the vote for mayor, and declared Mr. Hoyne elected. H. L). Col
vin, the incumbent, refused to yield possession of the office, on the plea that he
was entitled to hold over under the law; but on reference to the courts neither
contestant could sustain his position. A special election for mayor was there
fore ordered by the Council, and on June 12, 1876, Monroe Heath was duly
elected.
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(n) A. G. Throop, J. G. Briggs; (12) James T. Rawleigh, S. H.
McCrea; (13) William Wheeler, S. E. Cleveland; (14) John liaumgarten, M. Ryan; (15) A. W. Waldo, Frank Neisen; (16) Frank
Linsenbarth, Jacob Lengacher; (17) M. Sweeney, David Murphy:
(18) James A. Kirk, Jacob Boser.
J877— Mayor, Monroe Heath; City Clerk, Caspar Butz; City
Attorney, R. S. Tuthill; City Treasurer, Charles R. Larrabee. Aldermen, by wards: (1) D. K. Pearsons, J. T. McAuley; (2) Addison Ballard, Jacob Rosenberg; (3) Eugene Cary, John L. Thompson; (4) James H. Gilbert, John W. Stewart; (5) John D. Tully,

Frederick Sommer; (6) Frederick Lodding, E. F. Cullerton; (7)
Henry Kerber (who held his seat until April, 1878, on account of
the non-determined contest of John Riorden against James H. Ilildreth, declared ineligible although he received the majority of votes
in the election held April 3, 1877), Charles Tarnow; (S) R. M.
Oliver, Frank Lawler; (9) Jacob Beidler, John M. Van Osdel; (10)
M. McNurney, George E. White; (11) A. B. Cook, A. G. Throop;
(12) S. G. Seaton, James T. Rawleigh; (13) H. P. Thompson,
William Wheeler; (14) M. Rvan, John Baumgarten; (15) Frank
Niesen, A. W. Waldo; (16) M. Schweisthal, F. Lin
senbarth; (17) Bernard Janssens, M. Sweeney; (18) J.
H. B. Daly, James A. Kirk.
rSyS—Mayor, Monroe Heath ; City Clerk, Caspar
Butz ; City Attorney, Richard S. Tuthi'll ; City Treas
urer, Charles R. Larrabee. Aldermen, by wards: (1)
Murrv F. Tuley. D. K. Pearsons; (2) Patrick Sanders,
Addison Ballard ; (3) O. B. Phelps, Eugene Cary ; (4)
Herbert E. Mallory, James H.'Gilbert; (5) George Tur
ner, John D. Tuily ; (6) E. F. Cullerton, Frederick
Lodding; (7) John McNally, John Riordan; (8) Frank Lawler,
R. M. Oliver ; (9) John M. Smyth, Jacob Beidler ; (10) John
Eiszner, M. McNurney; (n) A. G. Throop, A. B. Cook; (12)
James T. Rawleigh, S. G. Seaton; (13) A. C. Knopf, H. P.
Thompson ; (14) Frank A. Stauber, M. Ryan; (15) A. W. Waldo,
Frank Niesen; (16) Peter S. Wetterer, M. Schweisthal ; (17) John
McCaffery, B. Janssens ; (18) Julius Jonas, J. II. B. Daly.
1870-80—Mayor, Carter H. Harrison ; City Clerk, P. J. Howard ; City Attorney, Julius S. Grinnell ; City Treasurer, William C.
Seipp. Aldermen, by wards: (1) M. F. Tuley, Arthur Dixon,

Swaync Wickersham, (elected September 24, 1879, to fill vacancy
caused by the resignation of M. F. Tuley) ; (2) P. Sanders, Addison Ballard; (3) O. B. Phelps, John M. Clark; (4) H. E. Mallory,
Amos Grannis ; (5) George Turner, M. McAuley ; (6) Edward F.
Cullerton, John J. Altpeter ; (7) John McNally, John Riordan ; (8)
Frank Lawler, Thomas Purcell ; (9) John M. Smyth, James
Peevey ; (10) John Eiszner, Michael McNurney ; (11) A. G.
Throop, George B. Swift ; (12) James T. Rawleigh, Joseph I).
Everett; (13) A. C. Knopf, Henry P. Thompson; (14) Frank A.
Stauber, Reinhardt I.orenz ; (15) A. W. Waldo, Adam Meyer; (16)
P. Weterer, Christian Meyer; (17) John McCaffery,
Edward P. Barrett ; (18) Julius Jonas, William G.
McCormick.
1880-S1—Mayor, Carter H. Harrison; City
Clerk, P. J. Howard; City Attorney, Julius S.
Grinnell ; City Treasurer, W. C. Seipp. Aldermen
by wards ; (1) Arthur Dixon, Swaync Wickersham ;
(2) Addison Ballard, Patrick Sanders; (3) John M.
Clark, Daniel L. Shorey ; (4) Amos Grannis, Wil
liam W. Watkins; (5) M. McAuley, E. P. Burke;
(6) John J. Altpeter, Edward F. Cullerton; (7) John
Riordan, James H. Hildreth; (8) Thomas Purcell,
Frank Lawler; (9) James Peevey, John M. Smyth ;
(10) M. McNurney. H. Schroeder ; (11) George B.
Swift, Thomas N. Bond; (12) Joseph D. Everett,
Alvin Hulburt; (13) H. P. Thompson, O. M.
Brady ; (14) R. I.orenz. F. A. Stauber; (15) Adam
Meyer, William S. Young, Jr.; (16) Christian Meier,
Anton Imhof ; (17) E. P. Barrett, John Murphy;
(18) W. G. McCormick, A. H. Burley.
1SS1-S2— Mayor, Carter H. Harrison; City
Clerk, P. J. Howard ; City Attorney. Julius S.
Grinnell ; City Treasurer, Rudolph Brand. Alder
men, by wards : (1) Swayne Wickersham, Arthur 1
Dixon ; (2) Patrick Sanders, James T. Appleton ",
(3) D. L. Shorey, O. B. Phelps; (4) W. W. Watkins, O. D. Wetherell; (5) Edward F. Burke, Hen
ry F. Sheridan ; (6) Edward F". Cullerton, I. J. Alt
peter ; (7) James H. Hildreth. John Riordan; (8)
Frank Lawler, Thomas Purcell ; (9) John M.
Smyth, James Peevey; (10) Henry Schroeder,
Daniel Nelson; (11) Thomas N. Bond, Thaddeus
Dean ; (12) Alvin Hulbert, Joseph D. Everett ; (13)
O. M. Brady, James M. Wanzer ; (14) Frank A.
Stauber, Clemens Hirsch ; (15) William S. Young,
Jr., Adam Meyer; (16) Anton Imhoff, Christian
Meier ; (17) John Murphv, Edward P. Barrett ; (18)
A. H. Burley, Frank M. Blair.
1882-83 — Mayor, Carter H. Harrison; City
Clerk, P. J. Howard ; City Attorney, Julius S.
Grinnell ; City Treasurer, Rudolph Brand. Alder
men, by wards : (1) Arthur Dixon, Swayne Wick
ersham ; (2) James T. Appleton, Patrick Sanders ;
(3) D. L. Shorey, O. B. Phelps ; (4) O. D. Weth
erell, S. D. Foss; (5) E. P. Burke, H. F. Sheri
dan; (6) J. J. Altpeter, E. F. Cullerton; (7) ]ohn
Riordan, J. H. Hildreth ; (8) Thomas Purcell,
Frank Lawler ; (9) James Peevey, M.Gaynor; (10) Daniel Nelson,
G. E. White ; (11) Thaddeus Dean, T. N. Bond ; (12) J. D. Everett, John Marder: (13) J. M. Wanzer, J. E. Dalton ; (14) Clemens Hirsch, M. Ryan ; (15) Adam Meyer, James M. Quinn ; (16)
Christian Meier, J. H. Colvin ; (17) E. P. Barrett, John Sweeney;
(18) F. M. Blair, J. E. Geohegan.
1884-85—Mayor, Carter H. Harrison; City Clerk, John G.
Neumeister ; City Attorney, Julius S. Grinnell; City Treasurer.
John M. Dunphy. Aldermen, by wards : (1) W. P. Whelan, Arthur

Dixon ; (2) Patrick Sanders, James T. Appleton ; (3) D. L. Shorev,
Charles W. Drew ; (4) Thomas C. Clarke, O. D. Wetherell ; (5) E.
P. Burke, Henry F. Sheridan; (6) Edward F. Cullerton, C. F. L.
Doerner ; (7) J. H. Hildreth, Joseph M. Weber; (8) Frank Lawler, Redmond F. Sheridan; (9) William F. Mahoney, John Gaynor; (10) M. McNurney, Stephen P. Revere; (11) Thomas N.
Bond, Samuel Simons ; (12) J. L. Campbell, Walter S. Hull ; (13)
John E. Dalton, John W. Lyke ; (14) Michael Ryan, Frank Schack ;
(15) William S. Young, Jr., William Eisfeldt, Jr. ; (16) John H.
Colvin, Henry Severin ; (17) John Sweeney, John A. Linn; (18)
John I. Noyes, William R. Manierre.
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Carter H. H arrison, mayor of Chicago, although he has been
in active political life but fourteen years, is one of the most widely
known public characters in the country. He has come to wield
such a power within the democratic party, that at the last National
Democratic Convention his name was prominently mentioned as a
candidate for the Vice- Presidency. Mayor Harrison may be said
to have fairly inherited his taste for political life. His great-great
grandfather was the ancestor of President William Henry Harrison,
his grandfather a cousin of Thomas Jefferson, and he himself is a
cousin of John C. Breckenridge. He was born near Lexington,
Ky., on February 15, 1825, and his father dying when he waseight
months old, he was left to the care of his mother, a daughter of
Colonel William Russell, of the United States Army, one of the
pioneers of the Northwest, of which Illinois is now a part. Mr.
Harrison's home was a log house, and it is said that "his first
cradle was a new sugar-trough." From his mother he imbibed
those principles which, in 1S49, placed him in the front rank of the
emancipationists of Kentucky. Most of his education preparatory
to entering the sophomore class of Vale College, he received from
Dr. Marshall, brother of the Chief Justice, and father of Tom
Marshall, the great orator. Graduating in 1S45, he commenced
the study of law, but did not enter into practice at once, as his
mother needed his company and comfort. In 1851, he went
abroad, traveling, for two years, in Europe, Asia and Egypt. In
1S55, he commenced a prospecting tour through the Northwest;
but reaching Chicago, became so impressed with the young city
that he invested all his means in real estate, expecting also to enter
into the regular practice of the law. But his acute business foresight
induced him to confine his efforts entirely to real estate transac
tions, thus laying the firm basis of an ample fortune. Mr. Har
rison did not actively engage in politics until 1S70, being elected
during the succeeding year a member of the first board of County
Commissioners. He held the office until December, 1S74, when he
took his seat as member of Congress from the second district of
Illinois. His term in Congress was marked by an earnestness and
ability which made him one of the most prominent members in that
body. A resolution, introduced by him, to fix the presidential term
at six years, with ineligibility for re-election and making the retir
ing President a senator for life, drew the attention of the country
to him as a man of broad and radical views. His efforts in behalf
of the Centennial appropriation bill exhibited him, not only as an
energetic worker and ready debater, but as a brilliant orator. As
a humorist, also, he developed a reputation second to that possessed
by no other public character in the country. In this extended
arena full scope was given to those talents, which had been fostered
by extensive reading and travel. Mr. Harrison spent the summers
of 1874 and 1S75 in Europe, with his family. He was elected
mayor of Chicago in 1879, 1S81, 18S3, and 1885. Against his own
desire he was nominated for Governor of Illinois in 1884, and during
the fall of that year conducted a most energetic and brilliant can
vass, which resulted in cutting down the republican majority of
37>°33. enjoyed by Governor Cullom, to 13,500. Mayor Harrison
was married, on April 12, 1855, to Miss Sophy Preston, who came
from a distinguished Southern family. His wife dying in Europe
in 1876, he married, in 1882, Miss Marguerite E. Stearns, daughter
of one of Chicago's oldest, most respected and wealthiest citizens.
Frederick S. Winston, Jr., corporation counsel of the City
of Chicago, is the youngest man who ever held this position, not
being twenty-eight years of age when chosen. He has nevertheless
made an enviable reputation as a lawyer and an official, having a
clear preception and easy address. His parents were early residents,
of Chicago, his father, Frederick H. Winston, being a leading
member of the Bar as early as 1857. His mother, whose maiden
name was Maria T. Dudley, was a native of Kentucky ; and while
on a visit to her home in Franklin County, her son Frederick was
born on October 27, 1856. The best private schools in Chicago
afforded him his education, preparatory to a thorough course in Yale
College and Columbia Law School. He graduated with high hon
ors, and, in the spring of 1S78, was admitted to practice by the
Supreme Court of the State. Forming a partnership with Chester
M. Dawes, assistant U. S. district attorney, he soon brought him
self to such favorable notice that, in the spring of 1881, he was
appointed assistant corporation counsel under Francis Adams. One

Upon the resignation of Mr. Adams, in December, 1S83, Mr. Win
ston was appointed corporation counsel, and unanimously confirmed
by the Common Council. Since occupying this position he has car
ried through many measures of great import to the city. While yet
serving under Mr. Adams, the amendment to the city charter was
passed, providing for the raising of income from licenses. The con
stitutionality of this measure being questioned, Mr. Winston had
already carried the first test case to the Supreme Court. The re
maining cases, five in all, were argued by him after his appointment
to his present position, and he succeeded in firmly establishing the
validity of the law. His efforts, also, in behalf of the Harper
license law, and of the ordinance empowering the mayor to veto or
cut down annual appropriations, resulted in the higher courts up
holding the legality of these measures, and have marked his adminis
tration of the municipal law department as one of great vigor. The
establishment by the Supreme Court of the validity of the "Smoke
Ordinance" is also to be placed to his credit. Mr. Winston is
prominent in the social anil literary societies of the city, being con
nected with the Chicago Literary, Union, Iroquois, and Algonquin
clubs, and the Cook County Young Democracy. Mr. Winston was
married, on June 26, 1S76, to Miss Ada Fountain, of New York City,
and three children have been born to them.
Clarence A. Knight, city attorney, was born on October 28,
1853, in McHenry County, III. With the exception of one year at
the Cook County Normal School, his entire education was received
in- the district schools. His father, John Knight, an old and re
spected lake captain, entered the service of the Government at the
breaking out of the War, and was killed on the gun-boat " Mound
City," in June, 1S62. While steaming up the White River she was
attacked by the Confederate commander, Captain Frye; and her
boiler being exploded by a shell, Mr. Knight, with the remainder
of the crew, leaped into the water. They were fired upon from the
bank, and he thus met his death. He bequeathed to his son an
honest name, a straightforwardness, manliness and ability. After
leaving the Cook County Normal School, Mr. Knight taught school
one year, and then, in April, 1S72, commenced the study of law in the

office of Spafford, McDaid & Wilson. In 1874, on examination
before the Supreme Court, he was admitted to the practice of his
profession. Under the firm name of McDaid & Knight, he formed
a partnership in 1S77, and in September, 1879, was appointed assist
ant city attorney under Julius S. Grinnell. In November, 1884,
Mr. Grinnell having been elected State's attorney, Mr. Knight was,
by the Mayor, appointed city attorney and unanimously confirmed
by the City Council, being the youngest lawyer who has ever occu
pied the position. Mr. Knight was married on October 31, 1S77,
to Miss Dell Brown, daughter of Dr. II. T. Brown, a leading physi
cian of McHenry County. They have one daughter, Bessie.
George Mills Rogers, city prosecuting attorney, is the son
of Judge John G. Rogers, and was born at Glasgow, Ky. , on April
16, 1S54. He fitted himself for college in the Chicago public
schools and the University, and graduated from Yale in 1876. Mr.
Rogers next studied law with Crawford & McConnell, attended the
Union College of Law, and was admitted to the Bar in June, 1878.
He at once commenced practice as a member of the firm of McCon
nell, Raymond & Rogers, and, by the withdrawal of Henry W.
Raymond, the style became McConnell & Rogers. In November,
1883, he became a member of the Citizens' Association and its at
torney, serving in that capacity for one year, and until January,
1885, when he was appointed assistant city attorney, which office he
held until appointed city prosecuting attorney in February, 1886.
Mr. Rogers was married on June 13, 1884, to Philippa Hone Anthon, of New Y ork City. She is the daughter of the late Philip
Hone Anthon, and a niece of the late Professor Charles Anthon, of
Columbia College, New York.
THE CITY HALL.

of the most important cases intrusted to him was that involving the
right of the corporation to regulate the closing of the bridges. In
the spring of 18S3, he argued the question in the U. S. Supreme
Court, and established the very important principle that the city had
decided rights in the control of the streams within its bounds.

After the fire of 1871, the first thing was to
secure offices and rooms for the various branches
of the city government. On October 9, the head
quarters of the mayor were temporarily located at the
corner of Ann and Washington streets. At a meeting
of the Common Council, on October n, a committee
was appointed to select a suitable building for the differ
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ent offices of the city government. On the 12th, the
report of the committee, recommending the Madisonstreet Police Station, as a place of meeting for the
Common Council, was concurred in. A communica
tion from Mayor Mason to the Council, of the same date,
stated that he had "on yesterday decided to temporarily
fix his office, and those of other city officers, at the cor
ner of Hubbard Court and Wabash Avenue." This,
the Common Council met, by resolving at once " that
the Mayor, Comptroller and City Cleric have their
offices for the present in Madison street Police Station."
At this meeting it was also resolved "that the Board
of Public Works be required to immediately prepare
plans and specifications for a permanent building for all

House, offering premiums of $5,000 for the best plan,
$2,000 for the second, and $1,000 for the third. In re
sponse, fifty plans were received, and opened in March,
1873. It was not, until 1877, that steps were taken
toward the commencement of the new building. At a
meeting of the City Council, on September 3, 1877, an
ordinance was passed as follows:
" That the Department of Public Works, in connection with the
building committee, be, and they are hereby, authorized and em
powered to take immediate measures to put in the foundations of the
City Hall building upon its original site, and according to such
plans and specifications, and in such manner, as they, or a majority
of them, may decide upon."
An agreement having been entered into between the
county and the city requiring the exterior portion of the

city offices and the Common Council,' to be erected on
the old Court House Square."
Within a week from the fire, work was authorized to
be commenced upon the building of a new City Hall,
on what was called "the reservoir lot," owned by the
city, at the southeast corner of Adams and LaSalle
streets.* The structure covered the entire lot, being
about one hundred and seventy-eight feet square, and
was completed and occupied by January 1, 1872. It
contained rooms sufficient for all the city offices, and
also accommodations for the law library, the county re
corder, and several of the courts. The city expended
$75,000 in constructing and furnishing this edifice,
which continued to be occupied by the officers of the
city government until 1885. It was merely a pile of
brick and mortar, almost wholly without conveniences,
hastily thrown together in walls, with openings for doors
and windows. It was familiarly known as the "old
Rookery."
In November, 1872, the city and county conjointly
advertised for plans for a new City Hall and Court
* It had upon it an iron water tank which had belonged to the Water Works
service on the South Side. The new City Hall was built around the brick sub
structure, which was transformed into safety vaults.

Court House and the City Hall to be of uniform architect
ural design, arrangements were made with J. J. Egan, ar
chitect for the county, to furnish the city with duplicate
drawings of the front elevations, together with plans in
detail of the stone work of the Court House. L. D.
Cleveland, superintendent of buildings, was placed in
charge ot construction and the preparation of plans for
the interior. The contract for excavating for the foun
dation was let to John Shackley for $1,483, and for
building the sub-basement to Mortimer & Tapper for
$57>9°9- O" April 17, 1878, further contracts were
awarded as follows :
Thomlinson & Reed, cut stone
$477,093
John Angus, masonry
_
90,519
J. P. Sexton, iron work
105,302
The work was somewhat retarded in the spring and
summer of 1879, on account of an investigation ordered
by the City Council, growing out of certain charges pre
ferred by the Citizens' Committee. In April, 1881, the
commissioner of public works reported that the con
tract had been let for the fire-proof roofing and flooring,
and that it was intended to push the work so that the
new building might be occupied by the fall of 1882.

ios
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Rut this was not realized. In February, 1882, the
mayor reported that the building would not be com
pleted until the spring of 1884; but it was in fact not
ready for occupancy until January and February, 1885.
The first officer to move in was the city comptroller,
on January 3, 1885.
The building is a dual structure, erected for the
joint occupancy of the city and county. The style of
architecture is the modern P'rench Renaissance. Above

floors are of T- beams and hollow - tiles ; stairs and
balustrades of iron, wainscoted with colored marble in
panels.
The entire interior work is of white oak, of
elaborate design and highly finished.
The basement story, which is thirteen feet eight
inches in height, is occupied by the Fire, Police and
Health departments, the City Electrician and Gas In
spector. The first story, twenty-one feet eight inches
high, is occupied by the Mayor, Comptroller, City Clerk,

the second story proper is a colonnaded double-story,
with Corinthian columns thirty-five feet in height, of
polished Maine granite, supporting an entablature, di
vided into architrave, frieze and cornice. The attic
story is embellished with allegorical groups represent
ing agriculture, commerce, peace and plenty, the me
chanic arts and science. The building was to have
been surmounted with domes. The materials used in
the superstructure are principally Bedford sandstone
and brick, the columns, pilasters and pillars being of
Maine granite. The cost of the building, including all
amounts paid therefor and clue on contracts up to Jan
uary 1, 1885, was §1,549,438. The amount estimated
as necessary to complete the unfurnished portion is
$92,600, making a total cost of $1,642,038. The county
building, erected at the same time and of nearly the
same materials, according to the report of the commis
sioners of public works, cost §2,424,668.
The dimensions of the building, exclusive of the ro
tunda connections with the Court House, are : Outside
length on LaSalle Street, 366 feet ; outside width on
Washington and Randolph streets, 128 feet each;
height from sidewalk to top of cornice, 126 feet.
The interior is divided into six stories, and contains
119 office rooms, with 64 fire-proof vaults. All the
partition walls are of brick and hollow - tile ; the

Treasurer, Collector, the departments of Building and
Public Works, the Bureau of Water Rates, and the Jan
itor. The second story, twenty-one feet eight inches high,
is occupied by the Commissioner of Public Works, and
the Bureaus of Accounts, Special Assessments, Engi
neering, Sewers, Maps, Streets, ano the janitor. The
third story, twenty-three feet eight inches high, con
tains the city law departments and the Board of Educa
tion. The fourth story is occupied by the City Coun
cil, the main chamber being 90 by 55 feet. The rooms
in the fifth story are unfurnished.
THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.
The fire of 1871 caused less demoralization in the
Police Department than in any other branch of the mu
nicipal service. The losses in buildings, office and sta
tion furniture, and supplies, amounted to §63,500; and
with a boat-house, six hundred and twenty muskets and
six brass cannon and equipments, aggregated about
§75,000. This comprised the entire value of property
destroyed, except the lost, stolen, and unclaimed, or
detained-as-evidence effects in the hands of the custo
dian, estimated at §20,000. All the records, books of
accounts, papers, and files of the office were burned ;
but as soon as temporary headquarters were obtained,
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complete system was again established. Many officers
remained on routine duty during the conflagration, even
when their own homes were burning. Over one hun
dred and fifty members of the department were made
homeless by the fire, for whose assistance a relief fund
of $10,044.66 was raised, principally by the police de
partments of other cities. After the location of the cus
todian's headquarters, property to the value of over
$100,000, lost or stolen during the fire, was restored to
its owners.
The police headquarters was located at the West
Madison-street Police Station for some months after
the fire, and was then removed to the temporary City
Hall on Adams Street. The first precinct headquar
ters was located at the City Bridewell at the time of the
fire, while the Armory on Adams Street was being re
paired. Immediately after the fire, the members of this
precinct located at the church on the corner of Harrison
Street and Wabash Avenue for a few days, and then re
moved to the frame school-house, on the corner of Har
rison Street and Pacific Avenue, and built their own
lock-up at that place, remaining there until the new
station was completed, at a cost of over $40,000, at the
same location. The North Division police headquarters
were located temporarily at No. 180 Dearborn Avenue,
removing, in 1873, to the Chicago-avenue Police Station,
erected at a cost of $24,303.63.
At the time of the fire the force comprised 425 men ;
March 1, 1872, 455 ; 1873, 458 ; 1874, 552 ; 1875, 597 ;
1876, 517; 1877, 516; 1878, 442; 1879, 453; 1880,
473; 1881,506; 1882,557; 1883,637; 1884,924.
The following table gives a condensed and accurate
resum/ of the operations of the department:

Year ending

Number
of
Arrests.
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tion, $43,487.20; T.arrabee-street Station, $24,293.05;
Webster-avenue Station, $4,933.12.
In 1 87.1, the city was divided into three precincts :
The first, with station on Harrison Street, comprising
the central portion of the city, with sub-stations on
Twenty-second Street, Cottage Crove Avenue, and on
Deering Street; the second precinct, station on Madi
son and Union Streets, controlling the West Lake, West
Twelfth, the West Chicago-avenue and Rawson-street
districts; and the third, at No. 180 Dearborn Avenue,
including the Larrabee-street and Webster-avenue subprecincts. In 1873, the North Branch Station, on Rawson Street, was added to the third precinct list. In
1874, the Hinman-street Station, on Hinman and Paul
ina streets, was embraced in the second precinct juris
diction. In 1 875, the following re-districting and appor
tionment of sub-stations was made under the r/gime of
City Marshal R. E. Coodell : First precinct, the Har
rison-street, Twenty-second-street, Cottage G rove-ave
nue and Deering-street districts; second precinct, West
Madison-street, West Twelfth-street and Hinman-street
districts; third precinct, West Chicago-avenue, West
Lake-street and Rawson-street districts; fourth pre
cinct, East Chicago-avenue, Larrabee-street and Web
ster-avenue districts.
In 1876, the valuation of station houses and real
estate was as follows : First precinct $71,995.00; sec
ond precinct, $68,280.02; third precinct, $23,283.88;
fourth precinct, $39,561.65; total, $205,264.35.
In 1879, the Central Station, besides the detective
force, was headquarters for the day squad; and the first
precinct embraced only the Harrison-street, Twentysecond-street and Cottage Grove-avenue districts.

Amount
of
Fines imposed.

Value
of Property
reported
stolen .

Value
of Property
recovered.

$64,449
277,364
347.589
182,591
132,413
211,138
161,909
156,169
106,034
142,599
147.144
121,929
144,802
149.837

$40,187
95,39S
210,685
Il8,2l8
90,956
208.296
132,037
"5,833
93,370
123,509
118,508
91,265
90,792
112,943

Expenditures
of
Police Depart
ment.

■
March 31, 1S74
March 31, 1875
December 31, 1875
December 31, 1876
December 31, 1877. __
December
December
December
December

31,
31,
31,
31,

1879.. _
1880
1881 . .
1882

December 31, 1884
Total

_

21,931
31,585
27,995
24,899
19,206
27,291
28,035
27,208
27.338
28,480
3L7I3
32,800
37,187
39,434

$128,475
211,969
165.749
83,101
65,502
104,196
166,087
230,720
205,147
151,560
163,937
159,495
225,441
229,230

405, 102

$2,288,609

In 1884, the total value of real estate belonging to
the Police Department was $72,500; the value of the
buildings, $207,800; and that of supplies, stock and
apparatus, $92,433.79; making a total of $372,733.79.
This was divided among seventeen stations, as fol
lows : Central Station, $5,245; Harrison-street Station,
$51,992.30; Twenty-second Street Station, $20,630.98;
Cottage Grove-avenue Station, $22,404.66; Thirtyfifth-street Station, $5,534.45; Twelfth-street Station,
$26,830.40; Hinman-street Station, $17,853.70; Deer
ing-street Station, $6,908.80; Desplaines-street Station,
$83,948.16; Madison-street Station, $8,817.32; Lakestreet Station, $21,359.69; West Chicago-avenue Sta
tion, $13,720.16; North-avenue Station, $9,996.40;
Rawson-street Station, $4,718.40; Chicago-avenue Sta-

00
OO
74
00
00
49
27
67
71
41
36
37
04
85

$2,346,001 91

OO
OO
OO
OO
07
OO
64
38
76
35
56
35
06
43

$1 641,600 60

$498,247
505,327
653,25s
722,876
521,579
639,886
534,842
432,758
445,195
493,672
577.038
659,259
703,579
779.92J

35
61
65
52
52
59
78
95
42
38
77
70
66
45

$8,167,445 35

The second precinct comprised the West Twelfth and
Hinman and Deering-street districts; the third precinct
consisted of the Madison, Lake and West Chicagoavenue districts; and the fourth precinct took in the
East Chicago-avenue, Webster-avenue and Larrabee
and Rawson-street districts. In 1881, the Thirty-fifthstreet sub-precinct was added to the first precinct; and
the West Madison-street sub-precinct to the'third pre
cinct in the following year, the chief station of the latter
district being removed from Madison to Desplaines
Street. In 1883, to the third precinct was added a new
station, representing the West North-avenue district.
In 1884, the third precinct was again re-districted so as
to embrace the Desplaines, West Madison and Lakestreet stations, while the fourth precinct comprised the
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West Chicago-avenue, North-avenue and Rawson-street
stations. The fifth precinct was then established, and
comprised the Chicago-avenue, Webster-avenue and
Larrabee-street districts.
The register of the Police Department for the four
teen years ending December i, 1884, shows chief official
power vested in a superintendent from 1875. Previous
to that date the operations of the force were controlled
by a board of commissioners, these being—
iSyr-72— Mancel Talcott, Mark Sheridan, Jacob Rehm ; W.
W. Kennedy, superintendent ; E. I'. Ward, secretary. 1872-73—
Messrs. Sheridan, Wright, Talcott, Cleveland and Rehm, commis
sioners ; Elmer Washburn, superintendent; E. P. Ward, secretary.
1873-74—Mark Sheridan, E. F. C. Klokke, Charles A. Reno, com
missioners ; Jacob Rehm, superintendent ; E. P. Ward, secretary.
1875-76— Mark Sheridan, E. F. C. Klokke and Charles A. Reno,
commissioners ; Jacob Rehm, superintendent ; R. E. Goodell mar
shal ; E. 1'. Ward, secretary. 1876—M. C. Hickey, superintendent ;
Joseph H. Dixon, deputy superintendent; E. P. Ward, secretary.
1877—M. C. Hickey, superintendent; E. P. Ward, secretary. 187S
—V. A. Seavey, superintendent ; E. P. Ward, secretary. 1 879—■
Simon O'Donnell, superintendent; Austin J. Doyle, secretary.
18S0—William J. McGarigle, superintendent; Austin J. Doyle,
secretary and inspector. 1881—William J. McGarrigle, superin
tendent; Aus in J. Doyle, secretary and inspector. 1882—Austin J.
Doyle, superintendent ; D. Welter, secretary and inspector. 1SS3—
Austin J. Doyle, superintendent ; I). Welter, secretary and inspec
tor. 1884—Austin J. Doyle, superintendent; 1). Welter, secretary
and inspector. From before the tire until 1879, William II. Carmna was custodian of the Police Department; and from that date
until 1885, John O'Donnell filled the position.
The introduction by Captain W. J. McGarigle, in
1880, of the police telephone and signal system,
embracing the use of patrol wagons and boxes, was
an innovation which has proven eminently successful
and has since that date extended to other cities.
The establishment of telephone stations at intervals
along all available patrol beats, at once augmented
the protective and detective efficiency of the force.
One year later this branch of the service had be
come fully organized ; 2,114 box-keys had been given
to citizens, the horses attached to patrol wagons had
been trained to cover a mile of territory within six min
utes, and eight operating stations were maintained. In
1883, there were 375 boxes placed on the most prominent
street corners throughout the city, being an average of
twenty-five boxes to each wagon. Up to December 31,
1884, 857,084 reports had been received through boxes
from patrolmen, 23,921 alarms had been responded to,
14,592 arrests made, 1,188 fires attended, 56,087 miles
traveled, 2,175 sick and injured persons cared for, 8,010
prisoners taken to stations and the jail, and 3,256 dis
turbances suppressed without arrest. The service re
quired the attention of eighty-four men. The total
number of boxes was 434.
The detective force, which, in 187 1, was under the
command of Wells Sherman, comprised at that time
eight members, most of whom have been prominently
known in that branch of service for many years. The
corps then consisted of Messrs. Ellis, Heinzman, Sim
mons, Elliott, Simonds, Tyrrell, Lackey, and Bridges.
In 1X73, Samuel A. Ellis became chief of detectives,
and made the first movement toward establishing a per
manent and effective detective force, securing an appro
priation of $10,000 for a secret service fund, and
modeling the service after that of older systems. He
was superseded, in 1874, by Joseph H. Dixon, who gave
way in 1876 to William J. McGarigle. In 1880, Edward
J. Steele was constituted lieutenant of detectives, and
in 1881, Edward J. Keating was made chief. In the
same year, Thomas H. Currier took charge, and was
followed by John J. Shea and Joseph Ripley, chiefs of
this branch of the service until 1885. The following is

the number of officers detailed as detectives since 1871:
In 1872, 6; 1873, 10; 1874, 6; 1875, 10; 1876, 10;
1877, 10 ; 1878, 8 ; 1879, 10 ; 1880, n; 1881, 19 ; 1882,
20 ; 1883, 22 ; 1884, 30. The detective force is opera
ted on a salary system, with a yearly secret service fund
appropriation to meet the requirements of its workings,
which have become very systematic and effective.
In 1877, the police force of Chicago were successful,
with the aid of the military, in quelling a riot which, at
one time, threatened to assume the same lawless and de
structive character which had characterized the labor
demonstrations in Pittsburgh and other cities. On
Monday, July 23, orders were issued to the Police
Department to hold itself in constant readiness for a
local outbreak. Excitement ran high among the labor
ing classes, and at a mass meeting of workingmen, held
on Monday evening, at the corner of Madison and Mar
ket streets, five thousand spectators, inflamed by the
fiery speeches of communistic orators, dispersed to
their homes with a decided impression that trouble
would ensue on the morrow. On Tuesday morning, the
first indication of mob violence appeared, and informa
tion reached police headquarters to the effect that a
mob of several hundred persons, armed with clubs and
sticks, were moving down South ("anal Street, compel
ling all workmen in lumber yards and factories to join
their ranks. They were dispersed by a platoon of sec
ond precinct police, and several of the leaders arrested.
Later in the day, the collection of another mob near
Remington's gun store, on State Street, led to a second
successful sortie on the part of the police ; and taking
this as an indication that the rioters were bent on follow
ing the example of the Pittsburgh mob, which raided
the gun stores of that city, the following order was sent
to the proprietor of every gun store and pawnshop in
the city:
" To all Pawnbrokers:
" As a measure of precaution, as well as protection to your
selves in the event of a riot, I would respectfully request that you
immediately remove all revolvers or other fire-arms from your win
dows to some safe place where they can not be taken from you, and
let them so remain until such time as all danger is past.
" M. C. HlCKEY, General Superintendent of Police."
At four o'clock in the afternoon, information was
received at headquarters that mobs were congregating
in different portions of the city. A general order was
issued commanding prompt action, and many arrests were
made. A reserve force was held at each station, and
the police were kept busy dispersing crowds, which
gathered later at some new center. That afternoon
circulars were scattered broadcast over the city, calling
for a mass meeting on Market Street the same evening.
The mayor and a council of police questioned the expe
diency of this meeting, and the mob, numbering several
hundred, was dispersed by the police after a vigorous
use of the baton. The ensuing morning, crowds gath
ered to discuss the situation, but they fled at the coming
of the police. Up to this time the police force had
been ample to cope with the rising, and Captains Seavey,
Gund, and O'Donnell, and Lieutenants Blettner, Sim
mons, Bell, Hathaway, Gerbing, and Baus, with their
details, had done most effective work in controlling and
dispersing the rioters. Over one hundred and twentyfive arrests had been made, and three hundred and
twenty-two special policemen sworn into service.
In accordance with a proclamation issued by Mayor
Heath, citizens' organizations were established in each
ward; the First and Second regiments, and other milita
ry, cavalry, and veteran organizations were held in read
iness at their respective armories ; and by Tuesday
evening not less than twenty thousand armed men were
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ready to act in defense of the city. General Joseph T.
Torrence commanded the military organization, with
headquarters at the central police office.
The first actual violence occurred on Wednesday.
The rioters, growing bolder, began driving men from
work and destroying property in the lumber districts,
and massed nine hundred strong near McCormick's
reaper factory, on Blue Island Avenue. Here a detach
ment of police under command of Lieutenants Callahan
and Vesey routed the mob. Stones and other missiles
were used, and two patrolmen were slightly injured. A
second mob, at Van Buren-street bridge, wras dispersed
by Lieutenant Ebersold; and still another, in the vicin
ity of the Illinois Central elevator, by Lieutenant Bell
and Sergeant Brennan. Before noon a dozen out
breaks occurred in the various divisions of the city, dur
ing which men were beaten, windows broken, and street
cars stopped. The aspect of affairs had become serious.
The saloons were ordered to be closed, trucks were kept
in readiness to carry the police, a mass meeting of the
rioters was broken up and their platforms torn down,
and during a desperate hand-to-hand conflict many
were beaten and several shots fired. At the Burlington
& Quincy round-house, on Sixteenth Street, Lieutenant
Macauley and Sergeant Ryan's detail had a half-hour
battle with the rioters, during which five of the latter
were shot dead. That evening Pribyl's gun store, on
South Halsted Street, was raided, and the stock appro
priated by the mob.
Thursday morning, the rioters were massed in the
vicinity of the Sixteenth-street viaduct, and several
sanguinary conflicts took place. Lieutenant Bischoff's
detail drove a riotous crowd into the West Twelfthstreet Turner Hall, and were fired upon, special police
men Landacker and Shanley being wounded. The riot
had now begun in earnest. At the viaduct, three hun
dred and fifty policemen were engaged in a desperate
battle. Alarming rumors of riot and carnage were
afloat, and each fusillade intensified the popular excite
ment. The hour for decisive action had come, and the
First and Second regiments, commanded respectively
by Colonel S. B. Sherer and Colonel James Quirk,
were ordered by General Torrence to report at the
scene of disturbance, to Police Captain Seavey. Two
six-pound guns, ready for action, in command of
Colonel Bolton and Captain Tobey, and two companies
of cavalry, were also brought into service. The police
were nearly exhausted, but kept driving back the
rioters ; and at Halsted-street bridge, where a large
number of packing-house and rolling-mill men had re
inforced the mob, the scene was one of the wildest con
flict. Three platoons of police, commanded by Lieu
tenants Hood, Carberry and Bischoff, crossed the bridge
in pursuit of the rioters, when some sympathiser of the
latter opened it to prevent their retreat. The police
were hemmed in, and showers of bullets filled the air,
when a brave little fellow, named James O'Neill, seeing
their predicament, swung back the bridge, and soon after
Deputy Superintendent Dixon and Lieutenant McGarigle arrived with reinforcements, and after a series of
skirmishes effectually routed the rioters. During the
various conflicts, ten of the strikers had been killed and
forty-five wounded, and nineteen policemen injured.
General Joseph T. Torrence, brigadier-general com
manding the Illinois National Guards, in his report of
the riot and the part taken by the military in the same,
says:
" Railway strikes attended by riots were at that time in progress
in several States, and the officials of this city were in momentary
expectation of similar outbreaks here. Upon assuming command,

I at once ordered the five regiments composing my brigade—the
First, Lieutenant-Colonel S. I!. Sherer: the Second, LieutenantColonel James Quirk; the Third, Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. K.
Stambaugh; the Ninth, Major William 1'. Chandler, and the Tenth,
Lieutenant-Colonel J. B. Parsons—to assemble at their respective
armories and hold themselves in readiness to move at a moment's
notice. These orders were obeyed with the greatest alacrity.
" The First and Second regiments remained in their armories
until the 26th of July, when the First was moved to the Exposition
Building and the Second to the Rock Island Depot. At 10 o'clock
A. M., the same day, Captain Williams, of the First Regiment, was
dispatched to the corner of Chicago and Milwaukee avenues, in
command of his own company, Captain Lackey's Zouaves and the
North Chicago Light Guard, and an hour later the remainder of the
First Regiment, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Sherer,
was ordered to the Harrison-street Station, where it was joined by
one gun of Bolton's Veteran Battery. With this force LieutenantColonel Sherer then proceeded to the east end of Twelfth-street
bridge where the gun was placed in position to command the
bridge, and the regiment properly posted for its support. The
Second Regiment was simultaneously posted at the corner of West
Twelfth Street, to support a second gun of Bolton's Battery. In
the evening the following changes were made: Four companies
of the Second Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Quirk, were
stationed on the Halsted-street viaduct, and three companies, under
Major Murphy, midway between the viaduct and Twelfth Street;
two companies of the First Regiment were posted at the Twelfthstreet bridge, two at Jefferson street, and two east of West
Twelfth-street Turner Hall. With the exception of the removal of
three companies of the Second Regiment to the corner of Archer
Avenue and Halsted Street, the disposition of the troops remained
substantially the same until the 27th of July, when, at 2 o'clock
P. M., the First Regiment, including Captain Williams's command,
was ordered to the Exposition Building. Later the Second Regi
ment returned to the Rock Island depot. On the morning of the
28th of July, the Major-General commanding proceeded to Braidwood, taking with him the First Regiment and Captain Lackey's
Zouaves. The Second Regiment remained on duty at the Rock
Island depot until Monday morning, the 30th of July, at 5 o'clock
A. M., when, in order to protect persons desirous of resuming work,
the companies of the regiment were posted as follows ; Two com
panies at the corner of Eighteenth Street and Stewart Avenue, two
at the corner of Archer Avenue and Halsted Street, and one at the
Rock Island depot. On the night of the 26th of July, the troops
on the viaduct being molested by missiles and pistol shots from
straggling rioters, Colonel Quirk ordered his men to fire. One
volley was fired at 9:10 P. M., and a second at 10:30 P. M., the first
producing some effect, the second reducing the rioters to silence.
All remained quiet in the vicinity of the viaduct for the rest of the
night. The Union Veterans, a force composed wholly of old and
tried soldiers, though not connected with the State military organi
zation, but sworn in as special policemen, reported to me for duty
and obeyed orders from headquarters. This command was organ
ized and equipped under the efficient supervision of General Rey
nolds, Colonel Owen Stuart, General 0. L. Mann and General
Martin Iieem, on the 24th of July, and from that time forward was
almost constantly engaged in the performance of duties which were
of the first importance to the preservation of public order.
"Company 'A,' Captain Lewis F. Jacobs, and Company ' D,'
Captain Charles G. French, were on duty for several days, guarding
the works of the Phoenix Distilling Company, which were seriously
threatened by mobs. Company ' B,' Captain L. W. Pierce, was the
first fully organized and equipped, and was employed during almost
the whole time of the riots in guarding the North and West Side
water works. Company ' F,' Captain C. R. E. Koch, was mainly
occupied in protecting the distillery at the corner of Canalport Ave
nue and Morgan Street. General Lieb also recruited and com
manded a company of veterans, numbering seventy-two men, which
was of the greatest service. No reports have been received of com
panies 'C and 'G,' of the Union Veterans, but I feel it my duty
to call attention to their meritorious conduct, as also to that of
the Clan-na-Gael Guards, Captain W. J. Clingen. On the 20th of
July, a strong veteran cavalry force of about 150 men was organized
by Major James H. B. Daly, assisted by General Shaffner. This
command was divided into three companies, under Captains C. II .
Montgomerie Agramonte, Thomas J. Waters and H. C. McNeill,
to which was added the Chicago Light Cavalry, under Captain I ).
Welter. Immediately upon being mounted and equipped, the
troops of Captains Waters, McNeill and Agramonte were ordered
to the scene of the disturbance—the Halsted-street viaduct—in the
neighborhood of which they remained on duty all day, making many
charges, and capturing a number of prisoners, some in the open
streets, and others in houses from which shots had been fired, and
dispersing groups of rioters. General Torrence took command of
the cavalry on Halsted Street and at the viaduct in person. The
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conflict on Halsted Street having terminated in the discomfiture of
the mob, the cavalry was employed for the remainder of the time in
patrolling the disaffected districts. It would be difficult to overesti
mate the services rendered by the cavalry, some of whom were al
most constantly in the saddle, performing duties of the most ex
hausting and harassing nature."
General Torrence especially refers, in the continuaation of his report, to the members of his staff, Lieuten
ant-Colonel H. A. Huntington, Majors Joseph Kirkland
and John Lanigan, Captain Charles H. Taylor, Lieuten
ant William C. Lyon, Surgeon F. Henrotin, Lieutenant
Mann and Lieutenant Hoppin (the two latter gentle
men, recent graduates of West Point, volunteered on
the staff ', all of whom worked faithfully day and night
in organizing, arming, equipping, provisioning and dis
posing of the forces.
Telephone and Signal System —The details of
the police telephone and signal system will be fully com
prehended by a glance at the accompanying illustrations,
which were furnished by the courtesy of E. B. Chandler.

lease-keys to the same. Citizens opening the boxes have
numbered keys, and must remain until an officer comes,
after giving an alarm. Inside of the house is a small
box with a projecting lever, for the use of citizens,
which, pulled down, registers a signal at the station for
the patrol-wagon detail. Inside of this signal box is a

SIGNAL BOX, CLOSED.
dial* for different calls, and a telephone for the use of
patrolmen in communicating with the police station. A
large number of private signal box6s, a part of the
general system, have been placed in residences and
offices. A duplicate key of each residence or office is
left under seal at the police station, and a call indicating
burglars brings the police with the means of gaining
ready access to the house or office whence the call is
made. The patrol wagons are models of convenience
and adaptability for the work required of them. They

SIGNAL BOX, OPEN.

STANDING BOX.
The box, or house, complete, represents a telephone
station, and contains a full outfit for communicating
with the operator at the police station It is provided
with an alarm box and telephone, and, with the street
lamp on top, takes the place of the iron lamp-post. It
resembles a sentry box, is octagonal in shape, two feet
five inches in diameter, about seven feet in height, and
is conspicuous in color. The doors are secured by a
patent trap lock, ancj none but police officers have re-

have an alarm gong, and carry handcuffs, clubs, blankets,
canvas stretchers and ropes. The single-horse wagon
is employed where short distances are to be covered and
light work is expected. The double wagon is more
completely equipped, and can carry quite a number of
persons.
Frederick Ebf.rsolp, chief of police, is one of the most
popular and courteous of the police officials. He was born at Ixheim, Havana, on March 30, 1841, his parents being Louis and Eliz
abeth (Schmidt) Ebersold. His father was a heavy contractor of that
town, and was held in such high esteem that much of his work was
done for the government. His wife's father was a leading physi
cian of Bavaria, and descended from a noted family of land-owners.
Frederick obtained his education in the national school of his native
place, and also assisted his father, as a boy could, in his profession
as a builder and contractor. During the later years of their lives,
his parents were afflicted with diseases which proved to be incurable.
His father lingered as a hopeful consumptive, and his mother as a
* The fate of this box was adapted by W. J. McGangle, while chief of
police.
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sufferer from rheumatism, until, on the 6th of February, 1856, they
passed away together. Thus, at the age of fifteen, young Ebersold
was left an orphan ; but having an aunt and an elder brother in
America, he decided to join them. In September, 1856, he sailed
from Havre, France ; and after remaining a few months with his
aunt in New York, he started with his brother, an architect, for
Chicago. In February, 1857, he entered the employ of J. J. West,

ALARM-BOX DIAL.
the furniture dealer, as a varnisher and finisher. Mr. West selling
out in 1859, Mr. Ebersold went to Mendota, where for two years
he managed a large warehouse business, dealing principally in coal
and grain. At the breaking out of the War, he joined the 12th Illi
nois Infantry in the three months' service, being corporal of his
company. He was taken sick at Cairo and returned to Chicago in
August, but enlisted the next month as a private in Company " I,"
55th Illinois Regiment. He was promoted through all the ranks
to the captaincy ; and, as a portion of the First Brigade, Second
Division, 1 5th Army Corps, he marched with Sherman to the sea,
and was with him until the surrender of Lee. He participated in

METHOD OF WORKING.
thirty engagements, and was in the thick of the bloody fight at Shiloh, where, with the exception of the 9th Illinois, the 55th Regi
ment lost more heavily than any other command. Out of a total of
512 who went into the fight, 283 were either killed, wounded or
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missing. The 55th was placed upon the left of the line, in an im
portant position, its particular task being the building of a corduroy
road over Leak Creek, near Hamburg. Captain Ebersold was
mustered out of service at Little Rock, Ark., on August 14, and paid
off at Chicago, on August 25, 1865, quite broken in health. He then
engaged in the commission business for some time, but met with
reverses. He joined the police force on July 9, 1867, and has been
conected with it in various positions ever since. Commencing as
patrolman, he joined the day squad in 1868, became sergeant of the
first precinct in May, 1872, and captain on August I, 1879. At the
same time, William Buckley was appointed lieutenant, which office
was formerly known as sergeant. Captain Ebersold took charge
of the second precinct in August, 1880, and of the third precinct in
December of the same year. In August, 1885, he was placed in
command of the day squad for his district, and on April 22, 18S4,
he succeeded Captain Buckley, and assumed the command of the
first precinct. In August, 1885, Captain Ebersold was appointed
inspector of police, succeeding Colonel Welter, deceased. He re
mained in this position until October 15, 1885, when, on the resig
nation of Superintendent Doyle, he became acting superintendent
of police, the position he now holds. Except as a member of the
Grand Army of the Republic, Captain Ebersold is not connected
with any secret society. He was married on November 26, 1868,
to Julia Sophia Hahn. They have five living children, —two boys
and three girls.
Austin J. DOYLE, late general superintendent of the 1'olice
Department, was the youngest incumbent of that position who ever
held the office in Chicago. He was born in this city on September
]8, 1849. Receiving his education at the Christian Brothers'
School, he commenced his business life as an errand boy for the dry
goods firm of W. M. Ross & Co., being afterward collector for
that house. In 1865, he obtained a minor position in the Record
er's Court, and three years thereafter was appointed first deputy.
His industry, ability and courtesy made him such a general favorite,
that when, in 1873, he was run upon the People's Ticket for clerk
of the Criminal Court, he was elected by 13,000 majority. Although
the youngest man upon the ticket he received the largest majority.
The duties which Mr. Doyle was called upon to perform in this
position, being in contact with every variety of the criminal classes,
admirably fitted him for the greater responsibilities which he subse
quently assumed. He was chosen secretary and inspector of po
lice on June 14, 1879, and served in that capacity until November
22, 1882, when he was appointed superintendent of the Police De
partment by Mayor Harrison, and in that responsible position he
became a terror to all evil-doers throughout the country. Small in
size and mild in deportment, Mr. Doyle is noted far and near for
his bravery, and for his unbending firmness when his mind has been
made up to any line of action. He is among the shrewdest of his
profession, and yet is the soul of honor. In fact, no department of
the city government was more vigorously or ably conducted than his.
DOMINICK Welter, deceased, was born in Echternach, Grand
Duchy of Luxemburg, on November 9. 1839. In 1850, his father
removed his family to Tiffin, Ohio. There the son attended the
public schools and assisted his father in the bakery, learning also the
business of a tobacconist. Being naturally venturesome, when fif
teen years of age he enlisted in the 7th United Slates Infantry, and
in the service saw much of Oregon and Washington territories, lo
calities which were little known in those days. At the breaking out
of the War, he started for San Francisco ; but finding that no
soldiers were being recruited in California, left for his old home, in
June, 1861. At Cincinnati he enlisted as a private in the "Fremont
Guard," known in the service as the 4th Ohio Cavalry, and attached
to the Army of the Cumberland. He was promoted to a second
lieutenancy in September, 1862, and to the first lieutenancy in Janu
ary, 1863. He was taken prisoner at Chickamauga, on September
20, 1863, and for eighteen months suffered all the hardships of prison
life at Libby, Va., Macon, Ga., Charleston and Columbia (Camp
Sorghum), S. C, and Salisbury, N. C, where he was exchanged, via
Wilmington, N. C, by order of the Secretary of War. receiving his
final discharge in July, 1865. While a prisoner, during the summer
of 1864, he was promoted to a captaincy, and at the close of the
War he was major, commanding his regiment. After the War he
returned to his home in Tiffin and continued his business as a tobac
conist. He visited Chicago, as early as 1852, his elder brother hav
ing acquired possession of a large tract of real estate covering the
present site of the Custom House, upon a portion of which he lived.
But believing that Chicago would never amount to much he sold the
land, which, had he retained it, would have made him a millionaire,
and removed from Chicago several years before the breaking out of
the Rebellion. Dominick Welter first located permanently in Chi
cago, in 1870, establishing himself as a tobacconist, conducting a
prosperous business, turning the active management of the estab
lishment over to his son when he himself had been appointed to the
position of secretary ami inspector of police, in November, 1SS2.
Under Colonel Welter's management this department became one of
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the most important in the service. Just previous to the railroad
riots of 1877, he became connected with the only company of cavalry
in Chicago, which had been organized by Colonel Agramonte. Krom
this, the First Cavalry, I.N.G., was organized in August, 1877, and
Major Welter succeeded Colonel Agramonte as commanding officer
in March, 1S81. It was mainly due to Colonel Welter's untiring
zeal that this regiment of cavalry has reached its present excellent
condition. In December, 1884, when three hundred men were
added to the police force, Colonel Welter over-exerted himself in
drilling the recruits, and this brought on a combination of diseases,
which were the ultimate cause of his death. At the annual police
men's picnic in 1885, at the Chicago Driving l'ark, he was taken so
ill that he was obliged to go home, and was confined to his residence
for several days. He rallied slightly, and decided to make a visit
to his old home in Tiffin, Ohio. While there he became ill with
aneurism of the heart, and died on the night of July 8. 18S5. Upon
the arrival of the news of his death in Chicago, the police headquar
ters and station-houses were draped in mourning, and a detach
ment of officers of police left for Ohio to act as escort to his remains.
They reached this city Friday morning, July 10, and were met at the
Baltimore & Ohio depot by the First Regiment and one hundred
patrolmen, who escorted the body to the City Hall. Funeral ser
vices were held on Sunday, July 11. The ctrl/ge which escorted
his remains to St. Joseph's Church, and thence to St. Boniface
Cemetery, consisted of Chief Marshal Stockton and staff, Second
Regiment band, 1 50 members of the Fire Department, drum corps
of Battery " D," Chief of Police Doyle and staff, 400 men from the
Police Department, detectives, Frocher & Winter's band, 1000
men from the Independent Order of Foresters, Major Nevan's
Hand, 100 representatives from tha Luxemburg Unterstuetzungs
V'erein, 50 men from the Catholic Benevolent I.egion, 50 National
Veterans, drum corps of the First Regiment Infantry, 250 men of
the tst Infantry, 20 men of the Colored battalion, Cavalry band
and First Regiment Cavalry, the caisson bearing the casket, pall
bearers, wagons with lloral tributes, carriages "conveying the family
and friends and city and county officials. After the remains were de
posited in the grave, a military salute ended the ceremonies. Colo
nel Welter was twice married ; his first wife, Miss Sarah E. Russell,
of Philadelphia, he wedded in San Francisco, By her had one son,
—Charles I)., who survives him and carries on business in this city.
The second wife and widow of Colonel Welter, was Mrs. Mary
Spelz, of Chicago, whom he married May 17, 1871. They had three
children,—Nicholas, Elizabeth and Mary. The deceased was a
member of the Catholic Benevolent I.egion, the Police Benevolent
Association, the State Police and Fire Association, and a member
of the Board of Directors of the High Court of the Independent
Order of Foresters.
GEORGE W. IIi bhard, in charge of the central detail, was
born at Litwalton, I-ancaster Co., Va., on May 22, 1850. At the
breaking out of the War his parents removed to Baltimore, where
George received much of his early education, attending, among other
institutions, Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College at that place.
About 1866, his father bought a beautiful piece of land on the
shores of Horn's Bay, Dorchester Co., Md., called the Garden of
Kden. The investment, however, proved a losing one, and shortly
afterward he removed to Cambridge, Md. A few years thereafter
George located in Kalamazoo, Mich. There he remained for sev
eral years as clerk in the American House. In March, 1871, Lieu
tenant Hubbard came to Chicago, and entered the employ of Daw
son & Shields. For a time also he held a position with the South
Division Railway Company. In July, 1873, he joined the Police
Department as patrolman. In August, 1S75, he was appointed
sergeant at the Deering-street Station. When the patrol-wagon
system was introduced, in 1S80, he was placed in charge of the first
wagon, which was located at the Twelfth-street Station. In No
vember, 1882, he was promoted to a lieutenancy, and in April, 1884,
became acting captain in command of the central detail. He is a
member of Richard Cole Lodge, A.F. & A. M.,\Vashington Chapter.
R. A.M. .and Apollo Commandery, K.T. Lieutenant Hubbard is
easy and courteous in his manners, and a good disciplinarian.
Michael John .Schaack, captain of police in charge of the
fifth precinct, with headquarters at Chicago-avenue Police Station,
controlling one of the most important police districts in Chicago,
has been a member of the municipal force for over sixteen years,
and a resident of this city since 1 850. Captain Schaack is a native
of Belgium-Luxemburg, and was born at Saptfountaines, on April
23,1843, the son of Christoph and Margaret Schaack. His father was
an expert locksmith at his native place, and there the son attended
school until he was eleven years of age, in 1853 accompanying the
family to America. They visited Chicago and remained here for a
short time, and then located on a farm near Port Washington, Wis.
In 1858, when he was fifteen years old, Captain Schaack went to
Cairo, III., and was employed in a large brewing establishment for
three years. He then returned to Chicago, anil after several lake
voyages began his official career as a member of Ludwig's night

and detective force. Here he served with distinction in a detective
capacity until June 15, 1869, when he joined the municipal force,
being assigned to duty at the armory as a patrolman. Six months
later he was transferred to the North Division, where he has mostly
been on duty since that date. He served as roundsman, sergeant
and detective until 1879, August 1 of which year he was promoted
to a lieutenancy, and on November 1 assigned to duty at the Arm
ory, where he remained for one year. On August 17, 1S85, he was
promoted to a captaincy and placed at his present post of duty.
During all these years Captain Schaack's record has been a remark
able one in point of courage and efficiency, and without doubt
excels that of any other member of the force. He came to the de
partment with experience, and at once signalized himself for com
petency and integrity, and with his former partner, I >elective
Whalen, has done much to suppress crime in the North Division of
the city. On January 1, 1S67, when a member of Ludwig's de
tective force, he detected safe burglars at a Kingsbury Street coal
office, and single-handed attempted to arrest them. Four desper
adoes in turn went through his hands, two escaping amid a fusillade
of shots, and two being dragged to the street by the captain. One
assaulted him with a chisel, while he held his other prisoner with
his foot on his throat, and, wounded as he was, landed him in safety
at the station, whence he was sent for five years to the penitentiary.
In the winter of 1869, Captain Schaack had a desperate encounter
with a band of burglars and recovered $3,000 of stolen cloths on
North Clark Street. The exploit involved a marvelous exercise of
daring, and resulted in the capture of two noted malefactors. The
episode came very nearly proving fatal to officer and criminal, and
with its details of flight and pursuit forms one of the most thrilling
incidents in police annals. During its occurrence Captain Hatha
way was mistaken for a burglar and fired at, but falling, and the
sparks of a lighted cigar disclosing his identity, barely escaped a
second and fatal shot. Later, Captain Schaack arrested a band of
burglars on North Clark Street after a sanguinary affray, which re
sulted in the breaking up of an organized gang of railroad carthieves, and for which he received much credit. His record is
replete with exploits of this kind, the most recent noted case being
the arrest and conviction of the assassin Mulkowski, traced down
by many shrewdly worked clues. Since 1875, Captain Schaack has
participated in no less than 933 arrests, 865 of which were of crim
inals. Among these were the most dangerous malefactors known
in the West, many of whom had served as many as four terms in
the State penitentiary, and had as high as ten criminal charges
against them. It was he who sent Keeney Maloney and James
Flynn to the penitentiary for the rolling-mills robbery, to effect which
they threatened to assassinate an infant before its mother's eyes.
Captain Schaack's record shows perhaps the arrest of more noto
rious criminals than that of any other single officer on the force.
Aside from his phenomenal reputation as a detective and efficiency
as an official, he is prominently known in social and business circles,
and enjoys the esteem and confidence of the citizens in the com
munity where he resides. He is a member of the Policemen's
Benevolent Association, and of the State organization; is a charter
member of Lafayette Lodge.No. 3, of Forresters, and of the Luxemburger Benevolent Association. Captain Schaack was married, on
April 21, 1 S 7 1 , to Miss Christina Klassen, of Chicago; they have
three children,—Eddie M., Charles W. and Margaret O.
Edward Laughlik, lieutenant at the Harrison-street Station,
was born at Castle, County Kerry, Ireland, on' September 8, 1843,
where he received his early education. When about eighteen years
of age he came to America, and, after a month's sojourn in New
York, removed to Valparaiso, Ind., and was employed on the rail
road between Fort Wayne and Chicago. In 1862, he located in
Chicago, and was engaged in the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad
freight-house for one year, and then for two years with an ironhouse at Nos. 86-88 Market Street. In April, 1S67, he went to
California, remaining there and in Wyoming Territory and Nevada
for two years, being interested in mining, and at steamboating on the
Missouri and Sacramento rivers. In 1869. he returned to Chicago,
and for over two years worked in the establishment of Ingraham,
Corbin & May. He became a member of the police force on March
2, 1872, serving at the West Madison-street Station for two years,
at Hinman-street two years, and at Twelfth-street three years.
Later, for one year, Lieutenant Laughlin was assigned to detective
work on the superintendent's staff. He was made acting lieutenant
of police at the Thirty-fifth-street Station in 1881 ; three months
later was officially appointed, and, in November, 1882, was trans
ferred to his present position. Lieutenant Laughlin bears a high
record for bravery and detective ability. He was the leader in the
capture of Louis Reaume, an insane man who had terrorized two
hundred miles of country, when armed, in a railroad train,—a cap
ture made only after deadly peril and fatal bloodshed. Lieutenant
Laughlin was married, in Chicago, in 1869, to Miss Johanna Sulli
van. They have seven children,—Mary, Nora, Kate, Johanna,
Margaret, David, and Daniel Duffy
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Richard Alexander Sheppard, lieutenant of police of the
Fifth Municipal Precinct, has been an active member of the force
for over ten years, and a resident of Chicago since 1866. He is the
son of John J. and Ann S. Sheppard, and was born in Tipperary,
Ireland, on April 15, 1849. He remained at his native place and
acquired the first rudiments of an education until he was eleven
years of age, when he accompanied his mother, sister and two
brothers to America. They located on a farm near Cleveland, Os
wego Co., N. Y., where the family still reside; Lieutenant Shep
pard in 1866, after completing his education, coming to Chicago
and settling permanently here. For five years he was engaged
as driver and conductor for the North Division Street Railway
Company, a line of service from which numerous present prominent
police and fire officials have graduated. The year of the great fire
he became associated with his brother, William H. Sheppard, in
the livery business at Rush Street and Chicago Avenue (an enter
prise the latter has successfully operated for over a quarter of a
century), but sold out his interest in 1875, and joined the municipal
police corps, serving first as patrolman at the Twenty-second Street
Station, and later at the Armory. On August 5, 1878, he was pro
moted to a sergeantcy, and placed in charge of the Hinman-street
Precinct where he served as acting lieutenant for one year, in 1879
being transferred to the Oeering-street Station. In the latter part
of 188 1, he was sent to the Cottage Grove-avenue Station, and,
in 1883, as day sergeant, to the Armory. On February 15, 1885,
he was made lieutenant, and assigned to service at his present post
of duty, at the Chicago-avenue Police Station. During eleven years
active service in the department, Lieutenant Sheppard has won dis
tinction for efficiency, courage and shrewdness ; and official capacity
alone has brought him promotion from the ranks. He has been
prominent in many occurrences of note. In 1877, he took an active
part in the labor riots, and three years later had charge during the
butchers' strike at the stock-yards. He also had charge of the con
clave at Lake Park, during the great Masonic celebration in this
city, in 1SS0. The same year he was dangerously shot, in an
encounter with thieves connected with the celebrated gas-house rob
bery, in which $4,000 was mysteriously stolen. Later, the Finnucane-Cavanagh rolling-mills burglary and the arrest of the murderer
McCue were worked by him, and are two of a long series of brilliant
detective operations which he directed or personally carried through.
Lieutenant Sheppard is well known socially and as a citizen outside
of his official career, and is an esteemed member of the community
in which he resides. He is an active member of the Masonic fra
ternity, belonging to Kilwinning Lodge, Corinthian Chapter,
Chicago Council, and the order of the Red Cross, and belongs to
the Policemen's Benevolent and State Policemen and Firemen's As
sociations. He was married, in 1876, to Miss Mary Green, of
Waukegan, 111. They have two children,—Annie and John.
Elisha Emmons Li.oyd, lieutenant of the Webster-avenue
Police Station, has been a resident of Chicago since 1869, and of
Illinois for thirteen years anterior to that date. His career has
been full of honor and distinguished service, being one of the
illustrious quartette of his company placed on the roll of honor at
Stone River, and the only one of his squad to survive the horrors
of Andersonville. Mr. Lloyd was born at Long Branch, Mon
mouth Co., N. J., on February 7, 1839, and was one of the six
sons and six daughters of Charles C. and Sarah E. Lloyd. For
generations his ancestors had been farmers at his native place. At
the age of twelve he engaged on an ocean fishing smack for two
years, and later on the freight packet " Emma Hendricks," plying
between Long Branch and New York City. His first real moneyed
employment was with William Chamberlain, a farmer for whom he
worked for three dollars a month and board. On January 18, 1856,
he arrived in Chicago, " two dollars and a half worse off than noth
ing," having borrowed that sum from Postmaster Isaac Cook. He
proceeded to the farm of his uncle, F. A. Emmons, now retired, at
Aurora, and then located at Bristol, on the Fox River, where he
remained until 1861. On July 1 in that year, when the report of
General Lyon's death at Wilson's Creek was received, he enlisted
in Co. " E," 36th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, at Camp Hammond,
being sworn into service on August 11, at Rolla, Mo., where his regi
ment remained until the following January under General Sigel.
They were in the battle of Pea Ridge, were engaged at Pittsburg
Landing, and participated in the siege of Corinth. Lieutenant
Lloyd was present at the battle of Perryville, whence his command
marched, via Nashville, to Murfreesboro'. In that conflict, the
regiment lost heavily, his company losing thirty-four men, and he
himself receiving five bullet-holes through his cap and forty through
his blanket. He had his overcoat, undercoat and haversack shot
away, and yet was but slightly wounded. After the battle, he was
one of four from the company placed by General Rosecrans on the
roll of honor. Then followed the long march to Chickamauga, the
fierce conflict, and the capture of the lieutenant. For fourteen
months he lay in Southern prisons, going through the tortures of
Libby, the Royster House, Danville, and thence to Andersonville;
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leaving there a cripple at the time, but with a deserved record for
bravery, unselfishness and endurance. He was finally sent home
to Bristol on furlough, and was refused when he attempted to reenlist. In 1866, he went to Angola, Ind., and was there married
to Miss Abia Bennett, daughter of Thomas J. Bennett. He had
been with her dead brother in the War, and had corresponded with
her, but was compelled to work on the farm to show his agricultural
ability before he could induce Mr. Bennett to part with his daugh
ter. After the wedding, on September 2, 1866, Mr. Lloyd re
turned to the Bristol farm, and three years later came to Chicago,
where he engaged as driver for the North Division Street Railway
Company. On August 14, 1S71, he joined the municipal police
force as a patrolman, under Captain Fox, at the old Huron-street
Police Station. After the great fire he served first at the Websteravenue and then the Dearborn-street Police Station, at the Court
house crossing, at the rCxposition, thence to Webster Avenue as a
roundsman, then as sergeant, and finally was made lieutenant by
Superintendent Seavey, at the West Madison-street Police Station.
There he remained a year, and was transferred variously to Webster
Avenue, East Chicago Avenue, and back to his present post.
Lieutenant Lloyd's two children are Hattie E. and Lyman L.
The former is a graduate of the High School, and now a school
teacher. She took the Ennis first prize medal for proficiency in
German and for writing the best English essay; an honor on which
she was congratulated by the Baroness Von Glohn. Lieutenant
Lloyd has generously adopted a comrade's three orphan children.
He is a member of the State Fire and Police Association; of Lin
coln Park Lodge, No. 611, A.F.&A.M.; Lincoln Park Chapter,
No. 177, R.A.M.; and St. Bernard Commandery, No. 35, K.T.
John Baus, lieutenant of police at the Larrabee-street Police
Station, is one of the oldest officers of the municipal police force,
having joined the department in 1865. During a citizenship of
over three decades' duration, and a public service to the community
reaching well on to a quarter of a century, Lieutenant Baus bears
the proud distinction of having filled the same important office of
trust and authority for eighteen years, and of having filled it accept
ably to his superior officers and to the community at large. Lieu
tenant Baus is a native of the kingdom of Bavaria, and was born at
Geraldhausen, near Wllrzburg, on February 24, 1828. His father,
John P. Baus, was a cabinet-maker, and under him the son and
future lieutenant acquired the rudiments of this and the painting
trade in his native town, and attended the Lutheran School at that
place. There, father and son were prominent in the revolutionary
movement of 1848. Three years later Lieutenant Baus came to
America, sailing from Havre in the steamer Danubia, and seventeen
and a half days later arriving in New York, on April 23, 1851.
For the ensuing two years he was located at Utica and Rome, N.
Y. , where he worked at the painting trade. In 1854, he came west,
and after a brief residence went to Belvidere, 111. He returned to
Utica in 1856, and there was married to Miss Sabine L. Dupper,
returning to Chicago and resuming his trade in this city. In 1857,
when John Wentworth was mayor of Chicago, Lieutenant Baus
joined the police force, of which he was a member for two years,
resuming his trade until 1862, when he became a carrier for the
Illinois Staats Zeitung. On August 16, 1862, he enlisted in Co.
" C," 82d Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was assigned to duty in
the nth Army Corps, shortly afterward engaging in the battle of
Chancellorsville. The ensuing year his regiment marched to Chat
tanooga and went through the campaign of the Cumberland, being
in the battle at Mission Ridge and in other notable conflicts. He
accompanied General Sherman's command in the March to the Sea,
and, after three years' active service, was discharged from the army
at YVashington, D. C, on June 9, 1865, and was mustered out on
July I, 1865. The same year he resumed his trade in Chicago, and
on September 20, 1865, again joined the municipar police force, be
ing recommended by Captain Fred. Gund, to the Board of Police
Commissioners, of which he has been a member since. Almost im
mediately afterward he was made station-keeper at the North Market
Police Station, and the spring following was transferred to a like
position at the North-avenue Police Precinct, then a sub-station.
In August, 1 866, he returned to the North Market Station as night
station-keeper, and, on June I, 1867, was transferred to the Northavenue (now I^arrabee-street) Police Station as day station-keeper.
On January 13, 1868, he was made sergeant, a position later changed
to a lieutenancy, being in service at the Huron-street Station until
November 14, 1868, when he returned to the North-avenue Station,
where he has remained uninterruptedly since that time. He was
there in control at the time of the great fire of 1871, when he took
charge of §75,000 worth of plate and valuables belonging to William
B. Ogden, saving them by burying them near his own home, which
was destroyed by the fire. His wife and son died shortly before
that time, and, on Jany.29, 1874, Lieutenant Iiaus married again,
his second wife being Miss Margaret Dupper, of this city. Lieu
tenant liaus bears a proud record for efficiency, bravery and ability,
and the police district under his control is one of the best regulated
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in the city. It was settled principally by Bavarians, and is termed the Lieutenant Steele was married in Chicag'O, in 1863, to Miss Mary
Bavarian " Heaven." In June, 1S71, at the head of amounted detail, Parker. They have five children,—F reeman, Sarah, Joseph, Nettie
on his " historical" white horse, he led the escort of the German and Daisy.
Peace Festival Procession, said to be the largest and longest col
John P. Beard, lieutenant of police, has been a resident of
umn ever in the streets of this city. In 1S77, Lieutenant Iiaus took Chicago for seventeen years, and was appointed to the police force
the flag in the competitive police drill. During the riot of 1877, by Chief Seavey. He was born in McDonough County, 111., in
he drove twenty-five hundred rioters across Madison-street bridge 1849, the son of Thomas J. and Lucy J. Heard. He received his
with twenty-five policemen, and for this feat received the sobriquet early education at home, and then at Lake Forest Academy and at
of " the flanker " from the city press. In the Knights Templars' Abingdon College ; and in 1868, came to Chicago. F'or over two
and Garfield funeral parades, he, mounted, led the processions, as he years he was a salesman in a wholesale hardware establishment, and
did the procession on Mayor Harrison's return. W hen mounted in 1870, engaged in the importation of crockeryware, as a member
he has been distinguished by many terms such as Napoleon. General of the firm of Heard, Savage & Beard. After their establishment
Van der Tann, and Phil. Sheridan. In September, 1S7S, Lieu was destroyed by the fire, he, for a brief time, engaged in the sale
tenant Baus was offered the position occupied by Captain Gund, of photographers' supplies. On joining the police force, during the
but refused it on account of his friendship for that officer. During first year of Mayor Heath's administration, he was assigned to cler
the dead lock at Springfield in 1885, Lieutenant Baus received one ical work at the Central Police Station for three months. He was
vote for U. S. Senator; the nearest he has ever come to congres then transferred to the Hinman-street Station, and later, to the
sional honors. He has a family of rive children, three by his first Madison-street Station, when he was appointed station-keeper and
wife, named Mrs. Louisa Massion, Adelaide C. and Kittle, and two sent to Lake-street Station. In 1882, two months after his promo
tion to a lieutenancy, he was assigned to the W:est Madison-street
by his second wife, named Margaret and John P.
James P. Stanton, lieutenant of the West Lake-street police Station, his present post of duty. Throughout his service in the
district, was appointed to that position in the direct line of promo department, Lieutenant Heard has been noted for his efficiency as
tion, on August 1, 1881. As a citizen, a soldier and a business an officer and prompt and effective work on cases intrusted to his
man he has exhibited ability, enterprise and personal integrity of a charge. Lieutenant Heard was married, in 1873, to Miss Fannie
high order. Mr. Stanton, who is the son of John and Winifred Sutton, of Chicago. They have one child,—Sarah.
Madison Beadei.l, lieutenant of police, is the son of
Stanton, was born on March 25, 1844, at Birmingham, England,
where his father followed the trade of a bookbinder. There he lived Benjamin and Adeline (Wiley) Keadell, and was born in Oneida
County,
N. Y., in 1844. In 1S59, after receiving a fair education,
until he came to Chicago, on February 25, 1856. His father had
visited America in 1842, and on his second voyage preceded his he accompanied an older brother, sailing on the I-akes and on the
family about a year. For eight years after his arrival, the son Atlantic, having a residence at the Thousand Islands, in the St.
Lawrence River. While passing through the Welland Canal, in
worked at the trade of glazier and painter, and engaged in this in
dustry under Government employ at the breaking out of the W ar, June, 1861, he heard of the breaking-out of the Rebellion, and en
being stationed at Vicksburgand along the Mississippi River, under listed in the 10th Illinois Cavalry, at Chicago ; from which time, for
Colonel Coolbaugh. On July 28, 1864, he enlisted in the United four years and nine months, he was engaged in active service. He
States Navy, at Philadelphia, remaining in the service three years was first on duty in Missouri, and was in all the battles fought in
and a month, and being mustered out on August 26, 1867. He the Mississippi Valley. He was with the Army of the Southwest
was on the " New Ironsides " at both attacks on Fort Fisher, and at Prairie Grove, Springfield and Little Rock, going from the latter
was wounded at Norfolk; serving also on the "Chicopee" and place to join General Hanks at Shreveport, La. After the march to
" Marblehead." After leaving the service he remained in lhiladcl- the Rio Grande with General Sheridan, Lieutenant Headell was mus
phia, but finally returned to Chicago and resumed his trade, being tered out of service in San Antonio, Texas, in 1865. He then re
engaged with his father until 1809, when he joined the police force. turned to Chicago, and at once joined the police force. His first
For two years he was stationed at the old Armory, under Captain post was at the Archer-avenue Station, under Sergeant Mergenthaler.
Hickey. In 1871, he resigned, and engaged in business until 1873, Lieutenant Headell was the first policeman who patroled regularly
when he was elected a constable of the West Town for a term of the Bridgeport beat, where he was located four years. He then
four years. In 187S, Mr. Stanton became again a member of the went to the new station at Wentworth Avenue anil Twenty-second
force, serving his sixty days' probation in Captain Hood's precinct, Street, underCaptain Huckley, roundsman. He was assigned to duty
under Lieutenant Hell, at the Hinman-street Station ; was trans on the beat south of Twenty-second and east of State Street, being
ferred to Madison Street, appointed a detective, then a sergeant, and the first patrolman ever placed there on regular duty, the district
finally to the lieutenancy. Mr. Stanton was married on October then comprising an open prairie. For a few years subsequent to
1869, he served at the old Armory, and, in 1873, was appointed a
28, 1S60, when sixteen years, seven months and three days old, be
ing one of the youngest men on record to assume the connubial yoke desk-sergeant, the commission being extended on account of injuries
in this municipality. He wedded Miss Mary Murphy, the daughter received while on duty at Burlington Hall, on Slate Street, at which
of an old settler of the North Division, the ceremony being per time, in attempting to overtake a thief, from whom he recovered
formed by Rev. Dr. Dunne, of the Church of the Holy Name. Mr. $1600, he had his leg and three ribs broken. The lieutenant then
and Mrs. Stanton have had ten children, seven of whom are still liv served as sergeant at the Twenty-second Street, and later at the
ing, who are named Mary, John, Winifred, Kllen, George, Agnes Cottage Grove-avenue Police Station. Being made lieutenant at the
and Frank. The lieutenant is a member of the A.O.U.W., the latter station in 1878, he was transferred in the same capacity to
Police Benevolent and State Associations, and was president of the Twenty-second Street, and thence to Deering Street, in Bridgeport.
Here he was in charge during the butchers' strike of 1S81, and was
Painters' Union.
Edward J. Steele, lieutenant at the West Chicago-avenue credited with being so popular among them, that the demonstration
was
held in check practically through his exertions and influence.
Station, has been a resident of Chicago for sixteen years, and prom
The same year he returned to his present post, at the Cottage Groveinently identified with the municipal police department since
avenue Police Station, where he enjoys the confidence of his men and
1872. Lieutenant Steele has been a familiar and popular ele
ment in the routine police and detective service. He was of the community. His detective acumen has been productive of suc
born at Lowville, Lewis Co., N. Y., on August 14, 1 S39, being cess in numerous criminal cases, among them the arrest and conviction
the son of Joseph and FClizabeth Steele. When about six of the Shoeneman packing-house incendiary, the recovery of a girl
years old his parents removed to Canada, where he received his mysteriously abducted and found at St. Louis, the arrest of Talbot,
early education. When twenty-four years of age, he resided a year the Public Library thief, and numerous other cases of popular inter
in Minnesota, and in 1869, became a resident of Chicago, having est. Lieutenant Beadell married Miss Bertha Gritzmaker, of Chi
been engaged previously in farming. Here he followed the trade cago, in 1S69. They have two children,—Charles and Benjamin.
of a carpenter, and was also a member of the Hamblen merchant
August Blettner, lieutenant of police, and a member of
police agency for one year. In 1872, he joined the metropolitan the municipal police force since 1867, was born in Germany, near
force, being for three years at the West Madison-street Station. Cassel, on May 10, 1846, the son of George and Elizabeth Blettner.
He then served on the day squad, at the Central Station, for nearly When six years of age he accompanied his parents to Chicago,
two years, and, from [874 until 1879, was a member of the Chief's where they located in the West Division, and there the son was edu
staff of detectives, in the latter year being appointed chief of that cated. When seventeen years of age he enlisted in the 51st Illinois
branch of the service. After acting about a year in this capacity, Volunteer Infantry, serving until the close of the War, and being
he was appointed lieutenant, and was at West Lake Street a year, mustered out at Springfield, III. He saw two years of active service
and later transferred to his present post. Lieutenant Steele's rec under General Thomas, in the Army of the Tennessee, and was
ord shows not a single day off duty in thirteen years, and covers wounded slightly in one engagement. He returned to Chicago in
some notable arrests, among them that of A. E. Woodward, 1865, and for one year was engaged in the grocery business. He
Tweed's confidential clerk, and of Clermont, alias Roland, of Harris- then joined the municipal police force, serving first as a patrolman
burg, Penn. He also apprehended the murderer, Sam Kelly, of Phil
at Twelfth Street, and then at the old Union-street Station; and
adelphia, in 1878, the Galeshurg Hank robbers, Carroll, Davis and for seven years was desk-sergeant at the Twelfth-street Station.
Guerin, and the model railroad gang, with large plunder recovered. He then did temporary roundsman duty at the I linman-streel Sta
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tion, and was later sent to the Central Station as clerk of the detect
May 12, 1867, Mr. Callahan joined the police force, being assigned
ive department, and from there, during the last year of the police for one year to patrol duty at the Armory. He was then at the
superintendency of Jacob Rehm, was promoted to a lieutenancy. West Lake-street precinct five years ; was one year bailiff ; ana then
He was sent to the Madison-street Station, and had charge of the resigned. Later he was re-appointed .as roundsman in the West
first platoon two years, when he was made lieutenant of the day Twelfth-street district, but resigned two years later. After the
squad for one year, and then transferred to the Hinman-street Sta
lapse of a year he was made a member of Mayor Heath's staff, and
tion. In March, 1881, he went to the Twelfth-street Station, his a year later was appointed lieutenant at the Twelfth-street Station,
present post of duty. During eighteen years' service in the police where he remained three years ; was at the West Chicago-avenue
department, Lieutenant Blettner has won distinction as a brave and Station a year ; and, since April, 1884, he has been desk-sergeant
efficient officer. He made the arrests in the Maud Stewart murder at the West Madison-street Station. In the riots of 1877, Mr. Cal
case, and other notable criminal operations. He was married, on lahan took an active part, and was reported dead when they raged
December 31. 1869, to Miss Margaretta Schmitt, of Chicago. They their fiercest. The business men of the lumber district presented
have six children,—-Edward, George, Amanda, Matilda, August, him with a handsome watch and chain for his efficiency, honesty
and fidelity. He was married in Chicago, in 1869, to Miss Maggie
and Arthur.
John Crook, lieutenant of police, who has been connected Fitzgerald.
with the municipal force for sixteen years, was born in Tipperary,
The Policemen's Benevolent Association of
Ireland, on July 7, 1839, the son of Richard and Johanna Crook.
Chicago
was organized on February 18, 1868, its object
When ten years of age, with his mother, and others who had been
in America before, he emigrated, locating at Glens Falls, N.Y., for six being to create a fund for the relief of the distressed,
months, and, later, for one winter, at Albany. For two months he injured, sick and disabled members of the force. It
drove a team on the Erie Canal. Afterward, he was apprenticed to has greatly increased during the seventeen years of its
the carpenter's trade, in Albany, but removed to Claremont, N. H., existence, and its membership now includes nearly the
where he remained one year, going thence to Providence, R. I.,
where he was located eighteen months ; to Brooklyn, six months, entire municipal police force. Until 1884, the presidents
where he resided with his former employer ; and finally returning to of the organization had been John Nelson, W. W. Ken
Albany, from whence all his relatives had gone to Ireland, except nedy, Thomas A. Moore, Edward Hood, Samuel Ellis and
one brother, who had located at Blue Island, 111. In 1853, Lieu
tenant Crook came to Chicago. Until 1857, he worked at the Wheeler Bartram; and its treasurers William H. Car
American Car Works, corner of Fourteenth and Clark streets, when man, William Buckley, William Miller, Frank Gerbing
he followed his trade with Hall & Winch, on Clark Street. In and Michael Brennan. At the end of its first year,
1869, he joined the local police force, serving first as patrolman which was an experimental one, the Association had on
under Captain Ilickey, at the old Armory. When Mayor Heath hand $1,246.25. The showing for succeeding years
was re-elected, he was appointed on his staff, in 1876, serving at
was —
the Mayor's office, at the City Hall, for two years. In 1879, he be
came sergeant of the day squad, serving in this capacity for over
For 1870, $5,452.20 received, $3,353.50 disbursed; 1871,
three years. On November 1, 18S2, he was transferred to the $1,406.28 received, $1,080.78 disbursed; 1872, $4,510.33 received,
Twelfth-street Station, being made acting lieutenant. In April, $3,892.50 disbursed; 1873, $2,355.58 received, $1,923. 50 disbursed;
J883, he was sent to the Thirty-fifth-street Station, remaining one 1874, $4,119.58 received, $1,234,75 disbursed; 1875, $9,438.08 re
year. He then returned to the Twelfth-street Station, his present post, ceived, $9,438.08 disbursed; 1876, $4,599.78 received, S4, 122.90
where his appointment was declared official. Lieutenant Crook's disbursed; 1877, $3,506.07 received, $1,662.00 disbursed; balance
on hand, January 1, 1879, $2,833.47; balance on hand January 18,
record has been one of rare personal and official integrity and use
fulness. He was married, in New York, in 1S57, to Miss Mary 1881, $3,402.99. The receipts for 1881 were $11,219.69, disburse
McLaughlin, who died in 1885. He has three children,—two mar
ments, $7,975.26; 1882, receipts, $ii,i74.iS, disbursements,
ried, Mrs. Mary J. Mollon and Mrs. Marcella Lichter ; and one $7.I45-5°: 1S83, receipts, $12,143.23, disbursements, $8,683.50;
1884, receipts, $14,166.14, disbursements, $7,869.91; leaving a
unmarried, Josephine.
balance of $6,296.23.
Archibald Darrow, lieutenant at the Hinman-street Sta
tion, was born at Waukegan, Lake Co., 111., on February 15, 1852,
January 27, 1877, the Association was incorporated,
being the son of Archibald Darrow. There he received his educa
with Wheeler Bartram, James S. Barber, Michael Bren
tion, and at an early age applied himself to the carpenter's trade. nan and William Buckley as charter members. The
When nineteen years of age he came to Chicago, and for two years
followed his calling for various local firms. On June 24, 1872, he officers and trustees at large, elected January 11, 1885,
became a member of the police force, being known from his youth- are —
fulness as the "boy policeman," and at each stage of his advance
President, Wheeler Bartram; Vice-President, Patrick Kelly;
ment he has been the youngest of his grade. For seven years he Secretary,
Daniel Hogan; Treasurer, Michael Brennan; Trustees
was located at the West Chicago-avenue Station. In 1879, ne was at Large, John
Mahony, Michael L. Miller, Edwin P. Mann,
promoted to the position of patrol sergeant, serving at the West Michael Connelly,L. Richard
Bartlett, Florence Donahue.
Lake-street Station for nine months, and at the Twelfth-street Sta
The
House
of
Correction.—The
old Bridewell,
tion for four months. He was then made acting lieutenant, and
assigned to duty at the West Madison-street sub-station, where he situated at the corner of Polk Street and Fifth Avenue,
superintended the establishment of the patrol-box system. On was for years an eye-sore to the prison-workers and
August I, 188 1, his appointment was made official, and he was
given charge of the Hinman-street Station, his bravery and ability philanthropists of the city. Its location, its structures
causing the appointment, the precinct having numerous criminal and its appointments were in every respect detrimental
characters. This station has the largest acting force, fifty officers, to the physical and moral interests of its inmates. That
of any sub-station in Chicago, and was originally known as the it was wholly inadequate to the growing needs of the
Gad's Hill Station. In the Italian murder case, which occurred on city was manifest. The Common Council, therefore,
Sunday, September 12, 1885, Lieutenant Darrow gave it his per
sonal supervision, and the murderer was arrested within three hours decided upon the erection of a House of Correction;
after the commission of the crime. He has not lost a murder case and in 1869, a lot of fifty-eight acres of land, situated
in his district. Lieutenant Darrow was married in Chicago, in north of the South Branch of the Chicago River, in the
1883, to Miss Sarah Rooney, of Lake County, grand-daughter of east one-half of southwest one-quarter of Section 25,
John Rooney, one of the oldest settlers of the Northwest, who died Township 39, Range 13, was purchased for the pur
recently at the advanced age of eighty-seven years. They have one
pose from Samuel J. Walker. The price paid was
child,—Archibald.
Michael Callahan, one of the best-known officials of the $16,560. The erection of the new prison was at
Police Department, has been identified with the force since 1867. once proceeded with, on plans prepared by John M.
He was born in New York City in 1838. When an infant, his Van Osdel, the architect for the Public Works Depart
parents removed to McHenry County, III., and the son was edu
ment of the city. Bonds were issued to the total
cated in that vicinity, completing his studies at Professor Ander
son's Academy, in New York City. Until 1S54, he worked on the amount of $280,275. In 1871, the buildings constituting
home farm, and in that year went to California, by way of the Isth
the prison proper were finished, and were formally opened
mus of Panama. For three years he was engaged on a farm near August 10, of that same year. These were the main
Stockton, and, until 1865, in mining, at which he made and lost
$25,000. In 1865, he left Trinity County, returning to his home building facing to the east, two hundred and eight feet
by way of Nicaragua, and shortly afterward came to Chicago. On from California Avenue, in which were the superin
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tendent's private quarters, the public offices, the cell
rooms for males and females, the hospitals, chapel,
kitchen, bakery, and laundry.
The buildings are of plain and substantial design,
with no architectural embellishments, built of white
brick, with slate roofing. The warden's house, 50 by
60 feet and two stories high, occupies the center of the
east front. The two cell houses, each 50 by 221 feet,
extend north and south, forming wings, and are at
tached to the rear of the warden's house. The male
wing contains 288 cells, arranged in four tiers of 72
cells each. The female wing contains 200 cells, ar
ranged in tiers of 50 cells each. The cells are con
structed entirely of cut-stone, with no joints or seams
excepting at the angles. The galleries and stairways
are of iron. Each cell is ventilated by a separate flue,
and has an iron grated door. Each range of doors has
a sliding bar, moved by a lever, by means of which all
the doors of the range are simultaneously locked.
In the north end of the female cell room, on the
first floor, is the boiler-room, fifty feet square, in which
are three large steam boilers, tanks, pumps, and other
apparatus for heating the several buildings. On this
floor, also, is a bathing room, fitted up with six iron
bath-tubs, wash-bowls, etc. In the second story is the
hospital for females, thirty by fifty feet, and several
smaller rooms for special invalids.
Immediately in the rear of the warden's house, con
nected by corridors, separating the cell rooms, is a build
ing 50 by 138 feet, two stories high. In the attic, rest
ing on the walls of these corridors, are four large iron
water tanks, from which the kitchen, laundry, and bath
rooms on the first floor of this building are supplied.
The chapel is also 011 the first floor, and on the second
are the officers' dining-room and bedrooms, the hos
pital for males, and the dispensary. Three buildings
for workshops were subsequently erected. Additions
and improvements have been made from time to time;
but these, although they have increased the facilities for
the employment of the prisoners, have not augmented
the cell room that a constantly increasing number of
prisoners demands.
The total cost of the buildings and premises up to
the date of their transfer to the Board of Inspectors
was $343,968.07. The contractors, with the amounts
received by them, were—
Kavanaugh & Merriman, cut-stone, $90,800; Carter Brothers,
masonry, lathing and plastering, $72,979; Streator & Eddy, iron
work, $15,000; Henly & Campbell, carpenter work, $20,156.96;
Clancy, Webb & Co., painting and glazing, $2,379; Abraham Knisely, slating, etc., $8,259; J- w- Newell, locks, $4,375; Joseph
Hogan, plumbing, $2,242.54; Richard Riley, earth filling, $2,924;
miscellaneous, $54,794.57.
The first contingent, of one hundred and thirty pris
oners, was removed from the Bridewell to the House of
Correction on August 10, 187 1; and the new institution
was managed under the old system by the City Comp
troller and the Bridewell Committee of the Common
Council, until the 15th of September following. Under
the act of organization, a Board of Inspectors, consist
ing of Hon. R. B. Mason, ex officio, chairman, Hon.
John C. Haines, Louis Wahl, and Colonel C. G. Ham
mond, then assumed the charge of the institution, but
inaugurated no change in the system of management up
to January 15, 1872; George Mansur, the old keeper of
the Bridewell, discharging the duties of Superintendent.
Charles E. Felton, formerly of the Erie County (N.
Y.) Penitentiary, was then appointed superintendent.
He brought with him a nine years' experience in prison
management, and his success is seen in the subsequent

history of the institution. An entirely new order of
things was instituted. One change was the introduc
tion of prison labor. Prior to this the prisoners had
been a direct charge against the city during their im
prisonment, contributing nothing toward their own sus
tenance. It was obvious that, besides relieving prison
life of much of its monotony and accustoming the pris
oners to habits of industry, their employment would
materially reduce the cost of the institution to the city.
The only difficulty which presented itself, and it was a
formidable one, was securing employment for the class
of prisoners committed. Manufacturers were naturally
indisposed to contract for the labor, where the average
of imprisonment a year was always under thirty days.
In this quandary, the manufacture of brick was selected
by the Board of Inspectors, and this industry gave em
ployment to the male prisoners during the spring and
summer months. A brick yard was constructed and
furnished with all the necessary appliances, and improve
ments have been added from year to year. The brick
is sold wherever a market can be found, but it is largely
used in the construction of sewers and other city work.
The other industries which have furnished employment
to the male and female inmates of the prison are caneseating, the manufacture of horse-nets and scrims, knit
ting, etc.
Besides the labor employed in these industries, men
and women are constantly at work repairing, renovat
ing and cleaning the buildings and premises. Idleness
has not, since 1872, been permitted to any one who is
not incapacitated through mental or physical infirmities.
The discipline of the House of Correction, based
largely upon moral suasion principles, is stringent.
Prisoners are not allowed to converse with each other ;
and, so far as possible, association at any time is not
permitted.
From 1873, religious services have been held regu
larly in the chapel, the clergy of the city alternating in
the conduct of such services as they find convenient.
Since January, 1883, mass has been celebrated once a
month in the chapel, under the direction of the Rev.
Fathers McGuire and Henepin, of St. Pius Church.
The other services are held under the direction of the
Young Men's Christian Association.
The interesting matter relating to prison work and
management is statistical. Apart from what the statis
tics exhibit, the sum total of prison life is about the
same from year to year. A fresh accession of be
tween thirty and forty replaces the daily output of
prisoners. During the thirteen years ending December
31, 1884, there were 80,610 commitments to the House
of Correction. The subjoined table distributes these
over the several years, showing the sex and the social re
lations :
Year.
1872.
1873
'874
18751876
1877
I878
1879
i83o
1881
1882...
1883
1884

Total.
6.636
5.034
5.471
4 603
5,611
-- 6.130
5, 810
5.201
6.755
6,836
7.566
7,058
6,999

Or
Male. Female. Mar
ried. Single. Parents. phans.
5,086
4.536
4.033
3,211
3,883
4.414
4.035
3,906
5.314
5.279
5.757
5,346
5.530

I.550
1,398
1.438
1,302
1,728
1,716
1.775
1.295
1. 441
1.557
1,809
1,712
1,469

2,500
1,946
1,586
!,590
1.972
i,97i
1,939
1,408
t.613
1,623
i,97t
2,030
1.575

4,136
3,988
3,885
3 013
3.639
4.159
3 871
3.793
5. '42
5.213
5,595
5,028
5.424

1,962
1,140
1,306
1,547
1,410
1,068
1.445
932
1,198
1,224
1,554
1,573
1,399

3.483
2,630
2,360
2,052
2,548
2,561
2,483
2,299
3,265
3,062
3,46o
3,496
3,216

CORPORATE HISTORY.
The average number in prison each day during the
thirteen years was 498. The constant burden of the
reports of the Board of Inspectors and Superinten
dent, since the opening of the institution, has been the
suggestion that additional accommodations be provided.
A new ward for the female prisoners would enable a
classification of the male into long and short time pris
oners. The female ward has been more than adequate
to the demands upon it, but in the male ward a herding
of the prisoners has at all times unavoidably been re
sorted to. More than half the cells have, at times, been
occupied by two, and sometimes more, prisoners, and on
one night every cell was occupied by two or more pris
oners. One of the results of this arrangement, was the
murder of a prisoner by his cell-mate in 1882. Mr. Felton says in one of his reports :
" To an expert at Sociology, the prison would seem to contain,
under one roof, and without any facilities for classification, a med
ley congregation of inmates, having all of the characteristics appro
priate to the alms-house, hospitals, insane and idiotic asylums,
as well as to the prison."
The Common Council, however, has seen fit to dis
regard the recommendations of the Board of Inspectors
and of the Superintendent, and the accommodations so
urgently required are still wanting. Relief was found,
during 1884, but scarcely to an appreciable extent, by
the commitment of the insane to insane asylums.
Under the new regime, the changes effected in the
financial department of the House of Correction have
proven to be of a most satisfactory character. Prior to
1872, the institution earning nothing, the cost of main
tenance was nearly three times greater, per capita, than
it has been in any year since. The Superintendent re
ceived a nominal salary, and twenty-three cents a day
per capita for feeding the prisoners. Since 1872, the
Superintendent has received a fixed salary, and the
actual cost for maintaining each prisoner per diem has
been between eight and nine cents. It is estimated that
the saving to the city during the thirteen years prior to
December 31, 1884, has been about $342,000 in the
item of diet alone. Since 1875, no appropriation has
been asked for by the Board of Inspectors.
The annexed table, showing receipts and expendi
tures by years, exhibits the net transactions under those
headings. The "receipts from all other sources" in
cludes moneys received from Cook County for boarding
prisoners. The apparently abnormal large receipts for
1 88 1 under this heading, are accounted for by the
adjustment, in that year, of a dispute between the city
and county, which had prevented a settlement of ac
counts for a few years previously.

Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878...
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883.
1884

Receipts from
industries and
labor.
$16,671
18,291
16,157
27.700
29,189
---- 13.423
20,117
- — 15,004
_-- 40,701
65,907
56,336
46,392
42,964

70
79
30
53
20
59
86
14
23
38
87
50
04

Collected on
executions.
$6,522
6,076
3,466
2,169
1,025
7IO
513
1,460
3.207
5.139
7,020
6,486
7 566

OO
OO
OO
00
o°
50
50
70
95
50
15
OO
70

Receipts from all
other sources.
$ 5,904
10,370
6,860
8.569
15.969
7,223
11,842
15,784
1,981
34.6i8
8,449
13,004
10,261

83
85
80
30
45
48
54
95
80
56
87
84
32

"7

The conditions of trade have a perceptible influence
upon the commitments to prison. An examination of
the annexed table discloses the fact that during periods
of prosperity more prisoners are received than during
times of depression. In his report for 1874, Mr. Felton
remarks that
"City prisons are best filled, if numbers are an indication,
when money is easy, and when the lower classes dojiot find it nec
essary to work hard to make ends meet, and when, from the ease
with which they make money, they indulge in unreasonable excesses."
The following table shows the numbers committed,
with offenses; average days of imprisonment; and the
number of deaths:
ofviolations
laws.
Other City

Criminal of enses.

Reloneased ofpaymentex cutions.

days'i
Average mprisonment.

1,926
916
3/'79
4,206
736 J, OOO
3.159
558 1,609
2,239
103 620 1,482
2.974
563 427 1,482
2,909 1,186 654 I.235
2,724
599 2,3l6
73
2,347
596 2,142
3,066
2 1,0:4 2,534
4.085
1
852 1,719
4,787
4 1,171 1,064
5.305
527
854
1
5,629
1
902
4

115
140
145
139
159
137
98
108
138
180
186
Il8
Il6

805
967
537
346
186
117
100
236
642
863
1,072
9t5
1.039

22 1-5
31 1-2
26 7-10
27 I-IO
25 1-2
29
23 4-5
26 7-10
29 3-10
29.76
27
31
32 i-5

Bofreaches
thepeace.

Vagabonds.

1Intoxication.

Year.

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
187S
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

Deaths.

II
3
6
I
6
5
5
5
12
15
12
14
14

It will be observed that the number released on pay
ment of amounts due on executions diminished greatly
in 1876. Prior to that date, the time served by prison
ers was credited on executions at the rate of fifty cents
a day. Under an ordinance of the city, that rate was
then changed to two dollars. There are very few of the
class committed to a city prison who will not consider
that two dollars a day and board is as well earned in
prison as elsewhere; and in consequence prisoners pre
ferred to serve their time out rather than pay the fines.
In 1880, the ordinance was repealed,—the old rate be
ing restored,—with the results exhibited in the table.
The death rate has been kept well within bounds.
Nearly all deaths recorded resulted from illness con
tracted outside of the prison, and many of the subjects
died a few days after entering. The diseases recorded
as most prevalent are, in the summer, dysentery and
diarrhoea; and in the winter intermittent and remittent
fevers and rheumatism. General debility and delirium
Total receipts
and earnings.

Expenditures,
including
construction.

Expenditures
for building
improvements.

$ 29,098
44,3IO
26,484
38,438
46.183
20,647
32,473
32,251
45,890
105,665
71,806
65,883
60,792

$56,561
94.7IO
60,830
55.913
5I.47I
53.042
44,286
32,695
56,380
78,800
72,673
64,507
60,684

$11,081
6,029
762
470
944
785
339
598
1.431
2,062
1,180
2,260
2,140

53
57
IO
83
65
°7
9°
29
98
44
89
34
06

80
34
48
24
37
44
98
92
28
01
70
08
78

8r
3°
15
45
35
95
01
29
53
ig
02
14
86

Yearly expenditure
per capita for main
taining prisoners.
$109
99
112
128
107
93
94
84
76
83
91
85
77

76
45
64
27
84
13
75
17
86
91
58
40
21

65-IOO
1-4
4-5
4-5
1-3
1-2
1-3
1-3
4-10
1-2
7-10
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tremens are also frequent causes of death. An epi
demic has never entered the prison. During 1881, when
small-pox was raging in the city, a few cases occurred;
but their immediate removal to the small-pox hospital
prevented the spread of that disease.
The education and prison record of recommitments
of prisoners is seen in the accompanying table:
Can read
and write.

Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
lS8l
1882
1883
1884

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Can lead Can not read
First
In prison
only.
or write. commitment. before.

5,078
4,724
4,505
3,965
4,745
5,278
5.017
4,310
5.747
5,837
6,558
6,314
6,156

293
297
282
175
186
210
188
141
166
182
158
IOO
139

1,265
9'3
684
463
680
642
605
750
842
817
850
644
704

3,768
3,064
2.293
1,802
2,234
2,705
2,065
1,939
3,170
3,533
3,643
3,4io
3,729

2,868
2,870
3,178
2,801
3,377
3,425
3,745
3,262
3.585
3.303
3,923
3,648
3,270

The proportion of those who have received at least
the elements of education is very high, and this record
would seem to be a practical rebuttal of the argument
that education is a preventive of crime. Upon this
fact Mr. Felton, in his report for 1875, has the following:
" In this prison the percentage of those who can read and write
is very large, and our worst inmates are those of minor age and
who are reasonably well educated, but whose parents are unedu
cated, and who live in sections of the city where ignorance and
vice are supposed to predominate."
The table following, showing the nativity of pris
oners, is of special interest :
Total
u. s.
Year. prisoners citizens.
received.

Irish.

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1SS0
1881
1882
1S83
1884

2,330
1,862
1,485
1,297
1,448
1,431
1,410
1.303
I.653
1,590
1,646
1,617
1,250

6,636
5,934
5,471
4,603
5.611
6,130
5,810
5,201
6,755
6,686
7.566
7,058
6,999

2,615
2,631
2,727
2,263
2,874
3.338
3.239
2,870
3.428
3.524
3.795
3,521
3.938

Other
English. Scotch. Colored. nation
alities.
383
304
211
205
267
304
226
224
343
334
393
346
320

168
135
96
68
93
97
102
103
182
152
222
163
145

219
276
28 1
222
335
382
376
222
216
268
345
369
460

1,142
1,002
952
770
1,329
960
833
701
1,049
1,086
1,510
2,411
1.346

The tabulated statement showing the ages of the
prisoners discloses the fact, frequently alluded to in the
reports, that the prison is well supplied with delinquents
of tender age, ranging from 7 to 15 years. In the
majority of instances they are committed on complaint
of their parents, whose moral stamina, or rather leth
argy, does not suggest the exercise of parental authority
as the proper remedy. They belong properly to indus
trial schools or reformatories, but the justices betore
whom they are brought are not clothed with authority
to send them there. The criminal instinct seems to
reach its highest development between the ages of
21 and 30 years. Pauperism and intoxication are the
offenses, in most instances, of those over 60 years of
age. Frequently trivial breaches of the peace are
charged against these old people in the informations, in
order to secure committal to the House of Correction
to be treated for disease.

Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
IS7S
1879
1880
I88l
1882
1883
I884

Under 15. 15 tO 2t. 2a to 30
I99
270
218
173
25*
349
241
196
237
221
263
215
256

1,180
1.343
1,595
1.334
1,480
1,679
1.576
1,264
1,217
1,397
1,160
1,362
1,694

2.075
1,859
1,605
I.370
1,813
1.978
1,955
1.795
2,252
2,310
2,527
2,152
2,213

31 to 40. 41 to 60. to6t90.
1.791
1.478
I,2l6
998
1,167
1,251
1,189
1. 188
1,721
1,693
1.938
1,973
1.634

1,260
1,908
750
687
815
787
775
797
1,219
1,125
1.297
1,372
1.074

131
76
87
41
78
86
74
61
109
9°
99
84
118

The following statement shows the occupations of
prisoners:
Year.
1872
1873
J 874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

Profes Artisans, chanics,
sions, me etc. Day
Do Cypri No Allotted
occu
clerks,
laborers mestics ans. 1 OCCUation. pations.
merchants
etc.
229
228
249
182
166
155
I36
123
153
224
114
236
257

2.359
757
2,005
1,741
2,114
2,068
2,005
1,133
2,416
2,564
2,621
2,460
2,166

1,059
906
717
532
602
544
477
737
1,117
1,226
1.460
1,360
1,526

I99
592
I,OI7
933
1,206
9°9
1,059
1,025
964
i,i57
1.364
1,209
99 1

129
161
252
271
307"
245
279
408
359
458
485

2,475
842
364
276
541
897
1,010
1,105
719
575
3/6
247
298

315
1,211
990
778
730
1,286
8l6
733
1. 107
682
1,272
1,088
1,276

The Board of Inspectors consists of the mayor, who
is ex officio chairman, and three inspectors appointed by
the mayor and confirmed by the City Council. The in
spectors, in 1872, were—Mayor Joseph Medill, Hon.
John C. Haines, Colonel C. G. Hammond and Louis
Wahl. In 1874, Mayor H. D. Colvin became chair
man ; in 1876, Mayor Monroe Heath ; and, in 1879,
Mayor Carter H. Harrison. In 1878, Mr. Haines was
replaced on the Board by Hon. Luther Laflin Mills.
In 1884, Colonel Hammond died, and, in 1885, Mr.
Mills removed from the city. They were replaced by
E. VV. Blatchford and E. S. Albro.
The medical attendant, who is the city physician,
was, in 1872, John Guerin, M.D., and from that date
till 1880, W. P. Dunne, M.D., who in turn was replaced
by French Moore, M.D., who still occupies the position.
Charles Emory Felton, superintendent of the House of
Correction, who has held that position since 1S71, has brought his
charge to the very front rank of reformatory institutions in the
United States. The high estimation in which his opinion on all
matters of prison reform is held, is evident from the fact that at a
National Conference of Wardens, held at Chicago in December,
1884, Mr. Felton was chosen chairman. He is, in fact, remarkably
well posted in all departments of the city government, showing an
unusual business ability and a decidedly executive mind. Mr. Fel
ton was born at liarre, Worcester Co., Mass., on September IS,
1831, his ancestors being of that hardy Fnglish and Scotch stock
which has formed so strong an element in the population and civili
zation of the country. He is a lineal descendant of Nathaniel Fel
ton, who settled in Salem, Mass., in 1631 , from which date Mr.
Felton has a complete chronological record of the family tree and
branches. On his mother's side, also (whose maiden name was
Johnson), his ancestors have been residents of Massachusetts for
more than two hundred years. Mr. Felton's early education was
obtained at the public schools of liarre, and at Allen's High School,
in Oakham, Mass. At fourteen years of age he obtained employ
ment in the Barre Patriot printing office, which position he left a
year later ; and, after spending a short time as clerk in a book-store
at Worcester, he returned to Barre and completed his apprenticeship
as a printer, in the Gazette office. In the winter of 1849, he re
moved to Cincinnati, to become foreman of the Chronicle and Atlas.
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He next settled at Indianapolis, Ind., afterward at Columbus, Ohio,
and Buffalo, N. Y. ; at all these places filling positions of trust as a
proficient craftsman. He served as secretary of the Buffalo Typo
graphical Union for one year, as vice-president for one year, and
as president for one year. He showed his aptitude for public life,
by acceptably filling an aldermanic chair in the Buffalo Common
Council in the years 1861-62. Mr. Felton during that time, served on
the Federal Defense Committee of that city, devoting much of his
time to the aid of the Covernment gratuitously, his particular pro
vince being the care of the wives and families of soldiers who were
at the front. His health failing soon afterward, he became super
intendent of the Erie County Penitentiary, Buffalo, holding that
office for nine years. This brings his busy and useful life up to
1871, when he came to Chicago as superintendent of the House of
Correction, being installed in office on January 14, 1S72. Since re
siding in this city he has made hosts of friends, has proved himself a
most efficient officer, and is very popular with the people. Although
a democrat, his political convictions have never affected his ad
ministration, which has been rigidly non-partisan ; and while he has
had charge of more than 120,000 prisoners, few have left him but
with the kindliest of feelings. In religion, Mr. Felton is an Epis
copalian, but most liberal in his views. He is a Mason in high
standing, a member of the Prisoner's Aid and Social Science socie
ties, and many other organizations of like character. He is also a
patron of all field sports, and is said to be one of the best shots at
the trap and in the field in this State. He has twice been honored
with the position of president of the State Sportsmen's Association
for the Preservation of Game. Mr. Felton was married at Buffalo, in
1853, to Miss Ellen Jane Gale, daughter of Anthony Gale. She
died on June 13, 1872, at Chicago, leaving one son, George G., now
clerk of the House of Correction ; and two daughters, Ellen Jane
and Mary Louisa, also living. In 1874 he married his present wife,
Mrs. Ellen M. (Brintnall) Compton, at Buffalo, N. Y.
Detectives.—As an efficient supplement to the po
lice system, the private detective agencies of Chicago
have a wide and deservedly high reputation. Brief syn
opses of some of the most prominent are subjoined.
Pinkerton & Co.'s United States Detective Agency was es
tablished in July, 1883, by Matt. \V. Pinkerton, under the firm
name of Pinkerton & Coe, but Mr. Coe retiring from the firm
on April 15, 1884, the present title was adopted. The principal is
still Matt. \V. Pinkerton, and the company embraces W. II., R. K.
and A. E. Pinkerton. Matt. \V. Pinkerton was born on March 30,
1852, the son of Matthew \V. and Elizabeth (Herald) Pinkerton.
He attended the common schools of Wooster, Ohio, graduating from
the high school in that city at the age of twenty. Soon after leaving
school he apprenticed himself as a machinist, and was made superin
tendent of the old Wooster foundry and machine shops. For three
years he was employed in this capacity, when, for three years follow
ing, he superintended the Kilbuck Valley straw-board mills. This vo
cation not being in harmony with his desires, he purchased, for the
purpose of speculation, a fruit farm near South Haven, Mich., and
after owning this property for one year, sold it and came to Chi
cago, in September, 1877. Soon after arriving in this city he was
employed by Allan Pinkerton. In December, 1882, he resigned,
to establish a business for himself. While with Allan Pinkerton,
he was the author of several brilliant captures, and evinced
such a remarkable tact for detective work, that the most dif
ficult operations of that agency were placed in his hands, and
successfully conducted. Since his establishment in business he
has handled a number of important cases,— the Zora Burns
murder, the Crooks murder, at Shelby, 111., the Mahone mur
der, at Mt. Carmel 111., and his successful capture of Albert
Sykes, who, after stealing several hundred dollars in Chicago,
fled to Portsmouth, Va., where he shot his father a few min
utes after their meeting. He was brought back on a requisition,
tried in Chicago, convicted, and sent to Joliet for three years for
larceny ; he having been acquitted of the charge of attempted par
ricide through public sympathy—his father himself being a desper
ate character. Although no relation to Allan Pinkerton, whose
reputation while living was world-wide, Matt. W. Pinkerton seems
inherently to possess those attributes which are necessary to a suc
cessful detective. He is upright in all his transactions, and is
thoroughly acquainted with the means and ends employed by un
principled men. Such gifts are rare, but he has proved, during a
short career, that in choosing the profession of a detective he has
comprehended his own abilities and found the sphere wherein he is
thoroughly efficient. Possessing the name of Pinkerton, he em
bodies all the import of a name which is a cause of terror to evil
doers everywhere. He was married, on May 22, 1873, to Miss
Emma Black, of Wooster, Ohio. They have one son,—Worth H.
GEORGE A. HARTMAN was born at Canton, Stark Co., Ohio,
on April 30, 1837, the son of Joseph and Mary (Patterson) Hart-
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man. His father was a prominent dry goods merchant, and, in
1854, was treasurer of Stark County. Mr. Hartman attended the
the primary schools of his native county, and afterward Carbut's
College, near Baltimore, Md. At the age of fifteen he was em
ployed by his brother-in-law, Peter Shimp, who was then in New
York, and who afterward became identified with Chicago politics.
He came to Chicago with Mr. Shimp in 1855, and was engaged
by him for two years, when he was appointed on the city detective
force under Chief of Police Bradley. At the breaking out of the
Civil War, Chief Bradley received a request from Colonel Baker, of
the United States Secret Service, for assistance, and detailed Mr.
Hartman with two others to report to Colonel Baker at Washington.
He was immediately assigned to duty in the United States Secret
Service, drawing the pay of a captain, without, however, receiving
a commission. He was sent to the front as a scout, and three times
crossed the enemy's lines into Richmond. He at last became sus
picious that he was known as a spy from the Northern army, and
fearing to return within the Union lines, escaped to Atlanta, Ga.,
where he was arrested, charged with being a Yankee spy, and thrust
into jail. The next day he was tried by a drum-head court-martial,
and sentenced to be shot forthwith. lie was led out of court, his
hands pinioned behind him, and placed before a file of soldiers
drawn up twelve paces distant. At this critical moment General
Bragg rode up, and said, " Shooting is a soldier's death; hang that
Yankee spy." Under these orders he was taken back to jail and
put in a cell with Lieutenant Pomeroy, also a prisoner of war.
That evening, when the jailer made his usual visit, Hartman seized
the leg of a stool, struck him down, liberated twenty prisoners, and
made his escape. Walking for sixteen days, he reached the Union
lines, and sought protection from General Butler, then commanding
at New Orleans. General Butler secured him passage on the steam
transport " Ticonderoga " to New York, and from there General
Dix sent him to Washington. Arriving in that city, he reported for
duty to Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, and received
orders to report at Indianapolis, to General Willcox, commander of
the District of Indiana and Michigan in the Department of the
Ohio. He was assigned to duty on General Willcox's staff, with the
rank of major. At the time of Morgan's raid he was sent out with
others in the pursuit, following to Columbia County, Ohio, where
he and his command learned of Morgan's capture by the State militia.
Returning to Indianapolis, Major Hartman remained there until
1863, when General Willcox was ordered to the front in command
of the Ninth Army Corps, and, as his staff officer, Mr. Hartman
accompanied him. Soon after, under General Weitzel, he was given
the command of a colored regiment. After General Lee's surrender,
General Weitzel's division was ordered into Richmond, remaining
in possession three weeks. Colonel Hartman was mustered out at
Georgetown, and returned to Chicago in 1865. He was employed
by his brother-in-law, Mr. Shimp, who was then an alderman of
this city and was doing a real estate business. In the latter part of
the year 1S65, Mr. Hartman was elected a constable of the Second
Ward, and held that position for six years, when he was appointed
deputy under Sheriff Fisher, resigning soon after. Subsequently
he was elected county constable for four years, and by re-election
has held that position until the present time. In 1874, in connec
tion with his other business, he opened a private detective office,
and was employed in running down the notorious Colonel Gessener,
who perpetrated forgeries to the amount of §103,000 on the Equit
able Life Assurance Society of New York. He captured Abraham
Suydam, forger and perjurer, in New York, and brought him to
Chicago, and also a woman purporting to be his wife, named Kittie
Suydam, alias Kittie James. This business he still pursues, and
with success commensurate with his augmented experience. On
February 8, 1884, he captured the famous bandit Dan Wallace,
alias" Texas Dan," and received §1,000 reward from the sheriff of
Kendall County, Texas. Mr. Hartman was married, in 1866, to
Miss Minnie A. Price, of Troy, N. Y. They have four children,
Ida M., George W., Amy B., and Frederick J. He is a member
of Oriental Lodge, No. 38, A.F. & A.M.; Corinthian Chapter, No.
69, R.A.M.; and Apollo Commandery, No. I, K.T. Mr. Hart
man is also Past Chief Ranger of Foresters in Court Abraham Lin
coln, and Past Grand of Home Lodge, No. 416, I.O.O.F.
Hamblen's Preventive and Detective Agency was estab
lished in 1864, to meet the wants of the West Side merchants, at
No. 31 Milwaukee Avenue, afterward removing to its present loca
tion. The business of the agency has always been of a local nature,
nor does it seek a foreign patronage. Lewis A. Hamblen, the
principal, was born in Auburn, N.Y., on December 8, 1823, the son
of Walter and Biantha (Allen) Hamblen. His father, who for
many years was associated with the government of the Auburn Peni
tentiary, died in I S3 5. His mother was a direct descendant of
General Ethan Allen. On the death of his father, Mr. Hamblen,
who had received a primary education, was obliged to leave school,
and began his career by apprenticing himself as a journeyman tailor,
but disliking this work he went to Rochester, N. Y., where he obtain
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ed employment with the surveying force on the east division of the
Rochester & Auburn Railway, and assisted in driving the piles for
building a railroad bridge across Cayuga Lake. Subsequently, he
worked in the shops of the same company as a locomotive engineer.
Afterward, he took a locomotive out on the road, and later was em
ployed by the Hudson River Railroad as a locomotive engineer,
until 1852, when he came to Chicago, in company with Oliver H.
Lee. He was employed by the Chicago & Mississippi Railway
Company, now the Chicago & Alton. When that road went into
other hands, he engaged with the Illinois Central Railway. He
left that company after one year, to accept the superintendency of a
branch house at Chicago of the Snook & Hill locomotive lamp man
ufactory of Rochester, N. Y. The following year, when the com
pany decided to close their branch houses, Mr. Hamblen purchased
their interest in this city. He built up a large and remunerative
trade, and made his factory the first in that line in the West, until,
in 1861, at the breaking out of the War, the depression of trade, and
large losses in the South, forced him to an assignment. Subsequently,
he was employed by J. McGregor Adams to fit up a lamp fac
tory for Jessup, Kennedy & Co., a New York firm, and was engaged
by them for two years, when he conceived the idea of organizing a
preventive watch, and founded the present agency. He was mar
ried to Miss Catherine Cone, who died in 1865, leaving two daugh
ters,—Flora and Cora E. In 1866, he married Mrs. Charlotte
Bently, widow of Captain Bently, who was killed at the battle of
Perryville. He is a member of National Lodge, No. 596,
A.F. & A.M. ; Washington Chapter, No. 43, K.A.M. ; and Chicago
Commandery, No. 19, K.T. He organized National Lodge, No.
596, by dispensation from the M.W.G.M., Jerome R. Gorin, of De
catur, 111., and was W.M. of that lodge for the four years first
following its organization. Mr. Hamblen was made a Mason in
Garden City Lodge, No. 141, by Eben C. Hurd.
Peter Koehi.er was born near Mannheim, Germany, on June
16, 1853, the son of Peter and Annie M. (Does) Koehler. He at
tended the common schools of his native country, until, in 1866, he
sailed for America, arriving in Chicago in June of the same year.
For nearly three years he worked in this city as a cigarmaker. and
for six years thereafter conducted a milk route. On February 23,
1875, ne received an appointment as a police officer under Chief
Rehm, and three years later was promoted to the position of a
detective, earning his advancement as a reward for efficient service
in capturing three well known and dangerous criminals, on October
17, 1878, while they were in the act of committing a burglary. He
held the position of a detective on the city force until July, 1883,
when he resigned, having in April of the same year been elected
county constable, and has held that position until the present time.
Since leaving the employ of the city he has opened a detective
agency. His bravery on occasions of danger has won for him
recognition as a fearless and efficient officer of the law. While
doing duty for the city, he successfully broke up a gang of burglars
who preyed upon the wholesale merchants, and which was com
posed of George Eager, Oscar Burws, and many more as dangerous
men. He not only rid the city of these desperadoes, but recovered
$10,000 worth of silks and sealskins found in their possession He
also arrested Dalton, who had stolen $8,500 in Milwaukee, and re
turned him to that city. He arrested Paddy Welch on the street,
when he was wanted in St. Louis; and brought from New Orleans
Henry Kilmer, the defaulting president of the Cigarmakers' Union,
No. 14. His thrilling experience with burglars, when Bert Taylor
met his death, is well known in police records. Mr. Koehler was
married on August 14, 1873, to Miss Mary Schafer of Chicago.
They have three children, —George, Jacob A. and Clifford P.

Years.
1870-71
1871-72
1872-73..-.
1873-74---1874-75---1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
I882
1883
1884

of
No. of Fires. FalseNo.Alarms.
669
489
441
466
473
332
477
445
478
638
804
895
981
i,i53
1,278

35
44
44
68
83
67
123
132
88
135
154
89
107
74
.104

Total amount
of Loss.
$ 2,447,845
972,800
680,099
1,013,246
-2,345.684
127,014
387,951
1,044,997
306,317
572,082
1,135,816
921,495
569,885
1,379,736
. 968,229

FIRE DEPARTMENT.
The value of property belonging to the Fire Depart
ment, in use in 1871-72, was $639,050. By the great
fire, a loss of $146,076.09 was entailed, which included
eight engines, one elevator, three hose carts, and three
hook-and-ladder trucks, buildings, apparatus and sup
plies. The relief fund, contributed mainly by fire de
partments of other cities, amounted to about $1 1,000.
The effective force after the fire comprised two hundred
and one men, sixteen fire engines, with attendant hose
carts, and four hook-and-ladder trucks.
The register of the Department since 1871, is as
follows :
1811-72—R. A. Williams, fire marshal ; Mathias Benner,
first assistant ; Charles S. Petrie, second assistant ; E. B. Chandler,
superintendent of fire-alarm telegraph. 1872-J3—R. A. Williams,
marshal ; Mathias Benner, first assistant ; C. S. Petrie, second as
sistant; Wiiliam Musham, third assistant. 187J—Mathias Benner,
marshal ; D. J. Swenie, first assistant; C. S. Petrie, second assistant;
William Musham, third assistant. This rSgimcvtas maintained until
July 16, 1879. 1879—D. J. Swenie, marshal ; C. S. Petrie, second
assistant ; William Musham, third assistant. /880—D. J. Swenie,
marshal ; William Musham, C. S. Petrie, assistants. 1881-84—D.
J. Swenie, marshal; William Musham, assistant; C. S. Petrie, as
sistant and secretary. 1884—D. J. Swenie, marshal ; William
Musham, C. S. Petrie, assistants; Maurice W. Shay, fire inspector.
From 1876 to 1885 John P. Barrett was superintendent of the firealarm telegraph.
The following statement shows the expense of the
Department since 1870, in comparison with the number
of companies and apparatus maintained during each
year :
Year.
No. of Companies.
Total.
1870
26
$366,700 66
1871 (6 months)
28
182,023 r5
1872
35
423,057 34
1873
41
586,618 96
1874
43
624,795 22
1875
43
411,245 12
1876
41
478,340 22
1877
42
507,001 12
1878
42
389,692 36
1879
41
420,308 82
1880
43 -.454,304 18
1881
45
568,760 87
1882
45
545,021 03
1883
45
556,551 80
1884
47
657,957 46
The following statement shows the number of con
flagrations and the monetary loss incurred thereby since
1871, exclusive of the fire of October 8-9 of that year :

Total amount
of Insurance.
$ 2,183,498
745,000
3.763.275
3,641,735
6,789,300
2,328,150
3,780,060
6,173,575
3,327.348
5,112,631
5,409.480
9,662,326
12,587,090
21,790,767
12,048,683

Average Loss
for each Fire.

Population.

$3,658
1,989
I,542
2,174
4,959
383
811
2,340
641
896
1,4"
1,029
58i
1,196
756

330,000
350,000
367,396
395,408
395,408
395,408
407,661
407,661
436,731
436.731
491,516
491,516
560,693
606,000
629,985

Population to Los* per capita
each Fire. of Population.
493
716
831
848
836
1,191
855
918
914
669
611
549
572
525
493

$7
2
1
2
5
2
1
2
1
1
2
1

75
77
58
56
93
32
95
56
71
31
31
87
02
27
53
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The record of fires since 187 1 shows several disas
trous conflagrations. The most important of these
were —
Singer Building, Washington and State streets, August 2, 1873,
loss $45,000; planing mill of L. Hridges, Carroll and Sangamon
streets, September 4, 1873, loss $29,000; grain elevator of J. H.
Wheeler & Co., Carroll and Canal streets, September 7, 1873, loss
$83,000; retail store of Field, Leiter & Co., Washington and State
streets, November 14, 1877, loss $725,000 ; planing mill of I'almer
& Fuller, Twenty-second and Union streets, May 10, 1879, loss
$73, 1 25 ; bonded warehouse of Wallace Kingman & Co., No. 198
Market Street, February 14, 18S0, loss $210,000; drug house of
Lord, Stoutenburgh & Co. , No. 72 Wabash Avenue, November 20,
1880, loss $150,000; agricultural warehouse of Osborne & Co.,
Sixteenth and Morgan streets, December 10, 1881, loss $162,000 ;
paint factory of Raynolds & Co., No. 19 Lake Street, February 2,
1882, loss $72,760; lithographing establishment of Shober & Carqueville, No. 119 Monroe Street, December 30, 1883, loss $287,525 ;
seed warehouse of Hiram Sibley & Co., North Water Street, May
25, 1884, loss $130,628.
On July 14, 1874, at 4:29 P. M., a fire of supposed incendiary
origin was started in the two-story frame building. No. 449 South
Clark Streets, owned by Le Grand Odell, and occupied as a saloon
by E. T. Cregier. The locality was crowded with frame structures,
and the fire obtained a headway that soon called every available fire
vehicle in the city to the scene. The flames took a course similar
to that of the great lire of 1S71, and by midnight had swept north
and east over Clark Street, Fourth Avenue, Third Avenue, State
Street, Wabash Avenue, Eldredge Court, Peck Court, Hubbard
Court, Taylor Street, Polk Street, Van Buren Street, Michigan
Avenue, Congress Street and Harrison Street. The number of
buildings consumed was eight hundred and twelve, classified as fol
lows : One-story frame, 126; two-story frame, 471; three-story
frame, 21 ; four-story frame, I. Total number of frame buildings
burned, 619. One-story brick, 14 ; two-story brick, 99 ; three-story
brick, 41 ; four-story brick, 31 ; five-story brick, 5. Total number
of brick buildings burned, 190. Two-story stone buildings burned,
3, Of the structures consumed, 89 were barns, and there were 8
churches, I school-house, 4 hotels, 1 theater, 1 post-office and 708
stores and dwellings. The whole covered an area of forty-seven
acres, with a total lossof $1,067,260, and an insurance of $1,860,000.
The ensuing day, at nearly the same hour in the afternoon, a fire,
the result of carelessness, destroyed twenty-five buildings near Mil
waukee Avenue and Sangamon Street, with a lossof $75,750 and
insurance of $40,700.
At the close of 1884 the uniformed force of the De
partment was as follows:
One fire marshal and chief of brigade ; one first assistant fire
marshal and department inspector ; one assistant fire marshal and
deputy secretary ; seven chiefs of battalion ; forty-four captains ;
forty-seven lieutenants ; thirty-four engineers ; thirty-four assistant
engineers ; one hundred and thirty-two pipemen and truckmen, first
grade; thirty-five pipemen and truckmen, second, grade; eighty-nine
drivers ; five watchmen ; total uniformed force, four hundred and
thirty ; two clerks, one superintendent of horses ; one superinten
dent of fire-alarm telegraph ; one chief operator ; four operators ;
one inspector electric lights ; five repairers ; two linemen ; one batteryman ; one lieutenant detailed at repair shops ; two truckmen de
tailed at repair shops ; total force, four hundred and fifty-one.
The apparatus of the Department was classified as
follows:
Engine companies, thirty-four ; hook and ladder companies
(one operating a two-tank, two-horse, four-wheel chemical engine ;
three operating a one-horse, one-tank, two-wheel chemical engine ;
and one company operating an improved stand-pipe and water
tower), ten; chemical engine companies, two; total, forty-six. There
were in use one hundred and ninety-eight horses and 41,847 feet of
hose.
The number of fire-alarms responded to in 1884,
1,662; the apparatus traveled 14,899 miles; worked
1,984 hours; 346 fires being discovered from watchtowers by members of the Department.
The value of property belonging to the Department
in 1884 was $1,165,057.43. There were 520 alarm sta
tions, and 1,286 police and private alarm boxes; 358
miles of aerial fire-alarm wires; while the underground
wire system comprised 7,931 feet of conduit, 4,872 feet
of iron pipe, 576 feet of cable, and 36 1-2 miles of
single wire.
The organization of the Department, with head
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quarters at City Hall, on December 31, 1884, was a
follows :
D. J. Swenie, fire marshal and chief of brigade; William
Musham, first assistant fire marshal and department inspector;
Charles S. Petrie, assistant fire marshal and department secretary:
Maurice W. Shay, chief first battalion, detailed fire inspector; John
H. Greene, chief of second battalion; Michael W. Conway, chief
of third battalion; Joel A. Kinney, chief of fourth battalion; John
Campion, chief of fifth battalion; Peter Schnur, chief of sixth bat
talion; Leo Meyers, chief of seventh battalion; Joseph C. Pazen,
captain commanding first battalion; Fred. N. Shippy and Patrick
H. O'Toole, clerks; Kugene Sullivan, superintendent of horses;
Thomas Monaghan, driver for fire marshal; Richard Stringer,
Alfred Phillips, John Cavanaugh, William I.. Ifeartt and Norman
T. Ormsby, drivers of fuel and supply wagons.
The fire alarm telegraph was under the control of
John P. Barrett, superintendent; David M. Hyland,
chief operator; John Fitzpatrick, William Carrol, Henry
Lester, Jacob F. Mehren, operators; Clark C. Haskins,
inspector of electric lights.
Following are sketches of some of the prominent
members of the department:
Edward W. Murphy, Assistant Marshal of the Fire De
partment, and commander of the Fifth Battalion, was born on the
site of the Haven School, on October 22, 1854. He joined the
Department in October, 1074, as pipeman on Engine No. 6.
whence he was transferred, two years later, to Hook and Ladder
Company No. 4, and promoted to a lieutenancy of the same com
pany in December, 1876. In November, 1S77, he was transferred
to Engine No. 10, thence to No. 13, later to Engine No. 1, and,
on July 20, 1880, to No. 17, where he was promoted to a captaincy.
On September 5, 1885, he was appointed assistant fire marshal, and
assigned to his present post in charge of the Fifth Battalion, with
headquarters at the house of Chemical No. 1. Marshal Murphywas at the Reedy elevator fire when lieutenant of No. 10, and went
down four stories, from the top floor to the basement, in the col
lapse of the building. In 1880, when captain of No. 17, he, with
four of his company, fell with the roof of the Academy of Music to
the parquette floor; and in January, 1880, he and his company
were buried under the falling walls at the Mayer furniture factory,
on Canal Street, one man being killed and five having broken
limbs. Marshal Murphy himself was disabled for a long time.
On September 16, 1S82, he was presented with a watch and chain
by the manufacturers of the business district, in appreciation of his
services; a token of esteem to which, later, was added honorable
official mention in general orders for rescuing three persons from
the fourth story of Nos. 70-72 Randolph Street. He was badly in
jured in a collision the night of the presentation, while on the hose
cart going to a fire. His reputation for dauntless courage,
efficiency and energy have won him high praise. Marshal Murphy
was married in Chicago, in 1877, to Miss Mary Thompson. They
have two children,—Elvira T. and Irene.
John H. Greene, chief of the Second Battalion, was born on
September 3, 1842, in the city of Providence, R. I. In June, i860,
he came to Chicago, his trade being that of a printer. He was
employed by Andrew Wood, proprietor of a job-office, corner of
Lake and Clark streets, until December 24, 1864, when he joined
the " Liberty " Engine Company No. 7, as pipeman, under Cap
tain D. J. Swenie. He remained in that company and its successor
(" Fred Gund " No. 14), until January 21, 1871, when he was pro
moted to captain of Hook and Ladder No. 3. On the 9th of
April, 1877, he became assistant fire marshal, in charge of the
Third Battalion. On May 1, 1880, he was transferred to the com
mand of the Second Battalion, with headquarters at No. 180 Dear
born Avenue.
Peter Trainor, captain of Hook and Ladder Company No.
I, has been a member of the Fire Department since 1869. He was
born in Armagh, Ireland, in 1847. When he was two years of age,
his parents, Bernard and Alice Trainor, located at Kingston,
Canada, and, in 1854, came to Chicago, where the senior Trainor
still resides. Here the son received his education, and served an
apprenticeship at ship-carpentry, besides sailing on the lakes two
years. On July 5, 1869, he joined the Fire Department as pipeman on Engine No. 13, and, in 1871, was promoted to a lieuten
ancy. On December 9, 1872, he was made captain of No. 18, then
organized, being the first new company formed after the fire of
1871. In 1873, Captain Trainor was transferred to Chemical No. 1,
and, in a collision, was disabled for seven months, having a limb
and three ribs broken. In October, 1874, he was sent to Hook and
Ladder Company No. 2, and later, to Engine No. I, when he
organized Hook and Ladder Company No. 7. Two years later he
went on Truck No. 8, and, finally, to his present post, on April 8,
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1S82. Captain Trainor has won distinction for many notable acts
of bravery. While on No. 18, in 1873, he was badly injured in
the face at a lire at Sate's Hall, on Canal Street, falling through
the building. On May 3, 1885, he was one of the firemen who was
buried in a burning structure on Water Street, where two liremen belonging to his company were killed and himself slightly
injured.
John J. Hennessey, captain of Engine Company No. 6, was
born at Elmira, Chemung Co., N. Y., on July 22, 1849. When
he was an infant, his parents, John J. and Margaret Hennessey,
removed to Chicago, and died soon after their arrival, in 185 1. In
February, 1862, Captain Hennessey enlisted in the 32d New York
Infantry, and served actively for two years and nine months. He
was at Shiloh and Gettysburg, and in the battles of the Wilderness,
and. in 1S64, was with General A. J. Smith in the Army of the Ten
nessee. He returned to Chicago after the close of the War, and
worked as a confectioner and as a traveling salesman for M. E.
Page & Co. On June 22, 1872, he joined liullwinkle's Fire Patrol ;
and, on July 6, 1874, the municipal Fire Department, as truckman
on Hook and Ladder No. I. He was transferred to No. 6, on
November 7, 1875, and promoted to the lieutenancy of Hook and
Ladder No. 7, on July 14, 1877. In October, 1877, he returned to
No. 6, and was sent to Engine No. 5, on April 20, 1S7S. On Decem
ber 31, 1S82, he was made captain of Engine Company No. 6.
Captain Hennessey has seen much active service, and has an excel
lent record for efficiency and bravery. On February 20, 1882, his
skull was fractured and collar-bone broken in a hose cart collision,
disabling him for several weeks. He was married in Chicago, in
187S, to Rebecca A. Hennessey, who died on June 14, 1884, leaving
one child, Maggie A.
Robert C. Palmer, captain of Engine Company No. 10,
has been a member of the Fire Department since 1875. He was
born in Ely, England, on November 10, 1S50, the son of Robert
B. and Sarah W. Palmer. His parents came to Chicago on August
4, 1 851. His father, Robert li. Palmer, was a pioneer in supplying
water from barrel-wagons to the early residents. I le also complied
with the necessities of those times by chopping wood at fifty cents
a day. His mother, formerly Miss Sarah Watson, bought the first
bill of millinery goods ever sold in Chicago by the wholesale firm of
D. B. Fisk & Co., and was located at No. 89 North Clark Street for
twenty-one years, the father being the oldest bleacher in the city.
Captain Palmer received his education here. F'or eight years, be
tween the ages of twelve and twenty, he did duty as a man-of-war's
man, and later learned the engraving art. In 1873, he joined the
Fire Department as a substitute, being regularly appointed, on
August 4, 1875, as truckman on Hook and Ladder No. 8. He
went to No. 4, on November 7, 1876, and was promoted to the
lieutenancy of Hook and Ladder No. 3, on December 1, 1877. In
1878, he was transferred to Hook and Ladder Company No. I ; to
No. 2, in December, 1879; and was promoted to a captaincy, on
January 1, 1882, on Hook and Ladder No. 9. In January, 1883,
he was sent to Engine No. 9 ; and January 3, 1885, to his present
post. Captain Palmer bears a high record for bravery and effi
ciency, and has received honorable mention in Department general
orders for rescuing imperiled people. He has been several times in
jured while in the line of duty, and has had as many as forty
stitches made for injuries at fires. He has lost only sixty-nine days
of absence during his twelve years of service. Captain Palmer was
married, in Chicago, on December 17, 1S77, to Miss Christiana
Deist, a native of Cook County. They have three children,—Grace
W., Emily A., and liunnie.
George II. Taylor, captain of Engine Company No. 14,
was born in Chicago, on December 1, 1846, and is the son of Ezra
and Sabina Taylor. His parents were from New York, his father
coming here in 1S36 and his mother two years previously. The
former is well known as a pioneer of the early days, and as the com
mander of the celebrated Battery " B," otherwise known as " Tay
lor's Battery." The son was educated in Chicago, and, February
1, 1864, when seventeen years of age, entered the Fire Department
as pipeman on " Atlantic," No. 3. In 1867, Captain Taylor went
to No. 4, and, five years later, was promoted to the lieutenancy of
No. 22, where he remained one year. He served on No. 27 two
years, and on No. 11 four years; when he was made captain of No.
20, later of No. 11, and, in April, 1882, of No. 14. his present
post; for one year serving on Chemical No. 1. In the great tire
he lost everything. Captain Taylor has been identified with the
most progressive advance of the Department. He was married in
Chicago, in 186S, to Miss Sarah Donovan. They have five chil
dren, —William, Mary, Margaret, George and Ezra. Colonel Ezra
Taylor, his father, died in this city, on October 24, 1885.
James Enright, captain of Engine Company No. 15, has
been a member of the Fire Department for twenty-seven years. He
was born in County Limerick, Ireland, in 1841. When six years
of age he came, with his parents, John and Elizabeth Enright, to
Chicago. The son early identified himself with a fireman's life.

In 1355, when fourteen years of age, he joined the Volunteer Fire
Department as torch-boy, on the " Niagara," No. 3, remaining
with that company until it disbanded, in 1S57. On April I, 1858,
he joined the paid department on No. 2, where he served four
years, becoming head-pipeman of " Liberty," No. 7, in 1862, of
which company Captain Swenie was in command until 1870. Of
this company Captain F)nright was given command one year pre
vious to the fire of 1871. He was transferred to Fire Escape No.
2, which was destroyed in the great fire. In 1873, he was sent as
captain to Engine No. 6, later to No. 11. and, in 1875, to Hook
and Ladder No. 8, where he remained until 1878. He then went
to No. 23, and, in January, 1885, to Engine No. 15, where he
now is. Captain Enright was married, in 1865, to Miss Mary
F'gan, of Chicago. They have four children,—Julia Agnes, Mar
tha, Willie and Joseph J.
John Lynch, captain of Engine Company No. 17, is a native
of Ireland, and was born on April I, 1849. When he waseleven years
of age, his parents Patrick and Bridget Lynch, immigrated to Chi
cago. The son received his education in this city, and took to rail
roading as an occupation, serving as conductor on the Chicago,
Alton & St. Louis Railroad for five years. In March, 1873, he
joined the fire corps as driver on Engine No. 7, where he remained
two years. He was then transferred to No. 5 as pipeman, and, in
1876, was promoted to a lieutenancy, and sent to Hook and Ladder
No. I. In March, 1877, he was transferred to Engine No. 1, and
two years later was with No. 7. He was then transferred to Chem
ical No. 1, where he remained over four years ; and, on September 5,
1885, was promoted to a captaincy and assigned to Engine No. 17.
Captain Lynch's record is one of courage and efficiency in the line
of duty. He was married, in Chicago, in 1874, to Miss Mary
O'Halloran ; they have five children, — Henry, George, Michael,
Agnes, and Annie. His parents, at an advanced age, are still resi
dents of Chicago ; and his uncle, Father James Lynch, is a promi
nent priest at Waterbury, Conn.
Joseph J. Walsh, captain of Engine Company No. 22, who
who has been a member of the Fire Department since 1850, has
a high record for continuous service and official usefulness. He
was born in Ireland, on April 20, 1S35, being the son of Lawrence
and Ann Walsh. He came to Chicago, with his parents, when
thirteen years of age, and after completing his education, served an
apprenticeship as a moulder in the pioneer Grange Foundry, follow
ing the trade for some years. In 1850, he joined the volunteer fire
corps, serving for nine years on " Niagara," No 3, with headquar
ters at the corner of Kinzie and Wells streets. On September 12,
1859, he joined the paid department under Captain Wood, on
"Enterprise," No. 2, which had been known in the volunteer
service as No. 7, and served as pipeman nine months. In March,
1860, he was made foreman of the company, a position of equal
rank and responsibility with the present grade of captain, where he
remained until the great lire of 1871. In 1865, during his incum
bency. No. 2 was re-organized as No. 10. In 1872, when his
brother, Lawrence J. Walsh, resigned from the captaincy of No.
11, he assumed that post, where he remained until December, 1872.
He then went to No. 20, which company was organized at that
time; and, in February, 1873, was transferred to No. 39, on Rawson Street. On April 2, 1874, he went to Engine No. 9, and in
August, 1880, was assigned to No. 22, where he has since remained.
Captain Walsh was married, in Chicago, in 1884, and has one
child, — Pansy.
George M. Shippy, captain of Engine Company No. 21, was
born in Chicago, on June 24, 1854. He is the son of Richard Shippy,
who came to this city in 1839, and for twenty-five years was on the
police force, part of the time as lieutenant. Captain Shippy, was
educated in Chicago, and joined the Fire Department, on August
26, 1876, as truckman on Hook and Ladder Company No. 4, where
he remained for two years. On January 10, 1S79, he was promoted
to the lieutenancy of No. 2 ; a year later was sent to No. 1, and, in
1S82, to Engine No. 13. Two years later he was transferred to No.
9, and, subsequently was promoted to a captaincy, and assigned to
duty on No. 21, where he still remains. On July 2, 1877, he was
thrown from a truck and injured, his companion being killed.
Captain Shippy enjoys an excellent reputation as an efficient mem
ber of the Department. He was married in Chicago, in 1879, to
Miss Sadie Randall ; they have one child.
Frank H. Butterfiei.d, captain of Engine Company No. 24,
comes from one of the pioneer families of Chicago. He is the son
of Milo Butterfield, who came to this city in 1828 and died in 1876.
His father was born at Syracuse, N. Y., in 1S00, being the son of
Andrew Jackson Butterfield, who was married four times, once to a
member of an Indian tribe, Milo being the only child by his first
wife. Captain Butterfield was born the night that his grandfather
died, at the old Waukegan House, corner of Fifth Avenue and
Lake Street, operated as a pioneer hostelry in those days by Andrew
Chappell. The captain's mother, formerly Miss Eliza Chappell,
who was the first school-teacher in Chicago, was a native of New
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York, coming to Chicago in 1832. The son was educated here, and
when fourteen years of age went to the Mason Locomotive Works,
at Taunton, Mass., to learn the trade of machinist, serving four
years' apprenticeship as a moulder. Returning to Chicago, he
worked for his uncle, D. N. Chappell, the first manufacturer of
soda-water in the city, familiarly known as " Pop" all over Chicago.
In 1869, he joined the Fire Department as pipeman on No. 16,
when that company was organized. In 1871, he was stationed at
No. 1, and was there three years, being promoted to assistant fore
man. Later he served on Chemical No. 1, and, on September 12,
1875, was sent as lieutenant to No. 24, being promoted to the cap
taincy in 1S78. During the great fire he lost everything, even to
his clothing. Captain liutterfield was married in Chicago, in 1 871,
to Miss Ellen Holmes ; they have one child, Frances.
Christian Schimmf.i.s, captain of Engine Company,
No. 25, who is one of the three oldest captains in the service, isa
representative member of the municipal Fire Department, and
through long years of experience has become authority on
all subjects in his line of duty. He was born in this city
on May 11, 1845, in a house at the corner of Desplaines and
Meridian streets ; and, during forty years' residence in Chi
cago, has lived in but two houses besides ; and has never
been outside of the State, and rarely outside of the city. He
is the son of Jacob and Margaret Schimmels. His father,
who was an extensive builder, died in 1875. At an early age,
the son was apprenticed to the carpenter's trade, at which he
worked for three years. On September 25, 1S64, he joined
the Fire Department. He first served on " Tempest" Hose,
No. 1 ; and, on May 21, 1869, was promoted to the foremanship of Engine No. 5,—equivalent to a captaincy of to-day.
On September 21, 1374, he was made captain of No. 25.
Captain Schimmels is widely known, especially in the West
Division, where he has always resided, and where he is an
extensive property owner. He is an acknowledged authority
on matters of all kinds regarding fires ; having a complete
record of every alarm of fire, as to the time, box, and details,
since 1869. These are the only authentic records now extant,
those of Captain Sweenie having been lost in the great fire ;
and the Historical Society has drawn largely upon them
for information. Captain Schimmels was married in Chicago,
in January, 1863, to Miss Elizabeth Hasser. They have
two children,—Lena and Jacob.
Lorf.nz Walters, captain of Engine Company No. 33,
has been a member of the municipal Fire Department since
its organization, and connected with the volunteer corps in the
early fifties; and as a veteran in the service he enjoys the con
fidence of the community and the esteem of his associates. He is
the son of Diebold and Elizabeth Walters, and was born in Alsace,
in 1824. When a boy he came to America and settled in Buffalo,
where he followed the trade of cigar-maker, and was engaged in
that line of business for some years. In 1848, he came to Chicago,
and one year later joined the volunteer Fire Department, serving
on Truck No. 1. He remained in the service for seven years,
during three years of which he was assistant engineer ; and, in
1866, he became a member of the municipal fire corps as assistant
marshal, being located in the North Division, with "Huck" Hose
Company, of which he was made captain in 1872. In 1874, Chem
ical No. 4 was organized, and he assumed the captaincy. He
organized Engine Company No. 30, in December, 18S1, and was
its captain for two years; and, on January I, 1883, was sent to No.
33, where he now is. Captain Walters was married, in Uuffalo,
N. Y., in 1849, to Miss Elizabeth Bills. They have four children,
—Frank, Charles, John and Josie.
Fire-Alarm Telegraph.—The pecuniary loss sus
tained by the great fire of 187 1 was $27,000.
In 1872, in consequence of a disagreement between
Mayor Medill and the Fire Commissioners, the former
refused to recognize the Board, and the report of that
year was not officially adopted, and was never printed.
The manuscript has been lost, and no record exists of
the operations of the year, though it is known that a
four-wire kerite cable was laid fifty feet under the South
Branch of the Chicago River, at Archer Avenue, through
the brick tunnel which contains the water-main, and
that a six-wire kerite cable was laid in the water-pipe
tunnel under the Ogden-avenue slip at Division Street.
In connection with a telegraph company, a cable was
laid under the North Branch of the river at Clybourn
Place, two wires of which belong to the fire - alarm
system.
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In 1873, a four-wire kerite cable was laid from the
water works crib in the lake, through the new tunnel,
before the water was admitted, a distance of three miles,
to the shore terminus.
During 1874 there was added to the fire-alarm sys
tem forty signal boxes, six engine-house strikers, one
bell-striker, and thirty miles of aerial wire, making in
all, up to that time, two hundred and fifty-eight boxes,
forty-four gongs, and eleven pubhc-alarm bells. The
residences of the fire marshals were connected with the
central station by means of instruments temporarily
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placed on the fire signal lines, communication being
had by means of an established code of signals.
In 1875, previous to March 31, the system was sup
plemented by the addition of fifteen street boxes, four
engine-house strikers and two public bell strikers; fifteen
miles of wire were utilized in effecting communication
between the central office and the fire marshals' quar
ters, thereby relieving the signal lines from all duty other
than fire summons. Twenty-five miles of wire were
used in extensions to new boxes and for the restoration
of those destroyed by the fire of July, 1874. A cable,
four hundred feet in length, consisting of two con
ductors, was laid in the brick water-tunnel, fifty feet
under the North Branch of the Chicago River, at Chi
cago Avenue.
The first regular underground cable (as distin
guished from cables laid in water-pipe tunnels or
through water-mains), a kerite built by Day & Co., of
New York, was laid in Cass Street, between Superior
and Erie streets, in October, 1877, and consisted of two
conductors of No. 16 copper-wire, 1,955 feet each, laid
in an iron pipe of one inch diameter, the interval being
filled with Stockholm tar ; the insulation or coating of
the wire being 36j of an inch in thickness, and the wire
wrapped with tape.
Between March 31 and December 31, 1885, one
street box and eight engine-house strikers were intro
duced. At the Twelfth-street river-crossing, a cable,
with seven conducting wires — two for city use—was
laid through the water - main, and two of Barrett's
" joker " registering appliances were pi iced in opera
tion experimentally.
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In 1876, twenty-five street boxes and two enginehouse strikers were added to the fire-alarm system;
there were re-built and transferred to poles fifty miles of
the old aerial lines of wire, giving an increased line
capacity for forty-eight new boxes. During that year
E. B. Chandler resigned the superintendency of the
'fire-alarm system, and J. P. Barrett was chosen his
successor.
In 1877, one hundred and seventy-four new street
boxes were placed In position; talking lines were ex
tended to all excepting two of the engine houses, and
twenty-eight automatic registers (Barrett's "joker")
were connected therewith; and an electro-mechanical
chain-dropper, door-opener and gas-controller was
placed in each engine house; the fire marshals' private
residences were connected with the central office; a re
vised box list and running card was adopted, which
made radical changes in the box numbers; one hundred
and twenty-five miles of aerial wire were constructed,
fifty miles being additional new lines; the wires were
entirely removed from house tops, requiring the setting
of two thousand three hundred and fifty-eight tele
graph poles; connections with the Astronomical Asso
ciation were made, and correct time thereby obtained,
which is struck on all the public bells every day at
meridian.
In 1878, the Department adopted the Tooker key
less-door alarm box, and placed thirty of those
machines in the central business district of the city;
the talking lines were materially extended; and Barrett's
automatic register, electro-mechanical door-opener, etc.,
were placed in engine houses Nos. 19, 23 and 29.
In 1879, the aerial lines were extended to the Stock
Yards district, in the Town of Lake, where fire - alarm
stations were established; the. Tooker keyless-door was
attached to seventy-two of the existing old style alarm
boxes.
In 1880, the signal lines were extended so as to
place many new boxes in service; automatic signal
lines were extended to engine-houses Nos. 20, 30,
31, and Chemical Engine No. 3, and the Barrett
mechanism placed in each; four striking lines and tele
phone lines were constructed between the Fire Depart
ment headquarters and the headquarters of the chief of
each battalion; three telephone and district call wires
and apparatus were completed in the Police Depart
ment; the police lines were extended to West Madisonstreet Sub-station; a line was constructed to the House
of Correction, and from there to the small-pox hospital,
connecting by telephone each institution with the
Health Department of the city. The Water Depart
ment lines were extended to, and telephone connections
established with, the Fullerton-avenue conduit-station;
four wire cables were laid from the shore-end of the
water-works crib cable, connecting the same with the
North Side Water Works; gongs were placed in engine
houses Nos. 30 and 31, and automatic registers in
engine houses Nos. 20 and 30: the Tooker keylessdoor was attached to thirty existing fire boxes; and an
original system of police telephone and call service was
perfected and adopted. In 1880, thirty-one police call
stations were established in the Twelfth-street district.
A summary of the telegraph apparatus at this time
in the service of the city, shows three thousand and
seventy-six poles, four hundred miles of aerial wire,
twenty-eight miles of wire in cables, four hundred and
eighty-six fire-alarm boxes, one hundred and thirty-four
Tooker keyless - doors, thirty-eight Barrett registering
apparatus, thirteen bells and strikers, fifty-two gongs,
and sixty-eight telephones.

In 1 88 1, fifteen additional alarm boxes were placed;
registering apparatus and gongs were extended to
engine houses Nos. 30, 31 and 32; forty keyless-doors
were attached to existing alarm boxes; the police tele
graph was extended to two new stations, and also to
the private residences of four officers of the Fire
Marshal's Department; one hundred new poles were
placed for extension of the police alarm telegraph, sixty
miles of aerial wire were strung, and five new stations
established; connections were made with eight engine
houses; one hundred and eleven new street fire-alarm
stations were opened.
In 1882, ten signal stations, two "joker " registers
with engine-house attachments, and seventeen tele
phones for the transmission of Department business,
were inaugurated in service ; the three-dial repeater in
the central office, which strikes the alarm, was ex
changed for a four-dial instrument, the change was
necessitated by the boxes in the Stock Yards district
being numbered in thousands (four figures) instead of
hundreds (three figures) ; the police patrol system was
extended into six additional districts, namely, the Cot
tage Grove-avenue, Larrabee-street, Rawson-street, East
Chicago-avenue, West Chicago- avenue and Hinmanstreet districts, in the construction of which three
hundred and two poles were placed, eighty miles of
wire stretched and one hundred and thirty-one patrol
boxes stationed. These lines were all connected with
the engine houses in their respective districts. A new
aerial line was constructed between the central office in
the City Hall and the Bridewell, for the exclusive use
of the House of Correction, and the old line between
these points was changed so as to connect the small-pox
hospital with the office of the Board of Health ; a kerite
cable of twenty wires was placed in the LaSalle-street
tunnel ; the old four-wire cable connecting through
Goose Island was repaired and two additional wires
added, making a perfect and ample service of six wires.
The entire equipment and apparatus at this time sum
marizes as follows : 3,478 telegraph poles, 565 miles of
wire in air, 28 miles of wire in cables, 511 fire-alarm
boxes, 174 keyless-doors, 40 Barrett "jokers" and at
tachments, 13 bells and strikers, 52 engine-house gongs,
332 telephones, 3,100 battery jars, one four-dial re
peater.
On October 23, 1884, the headquarters of the city
telegraph were removed from the old City Hall, corner
of Adams and LaSalle streets, to the new City Hall,
LaSalle, Washington and Randolph streets, where the
conveniences, equipments and furnishings are unsur
passed. The signal system, including the six stations
in the Stock Yards district, embraces 520 fire-alarm
stations, 434 public police boxes and 322 private police
boxes or calls, through all of which, 1,286 in number,
fire assistance may be summoned.
The underground system, this year devised and per
fected, consists of a conduit composed of asphaltum
cement in three-feet lengths, of pipe form, with an in
ternal diameter of nine inches, laid in a trench under
the street pavement, at a depth of from two-and-a-half
to five feet. The pipes are connected in the trench and
made water-tight with asphaltum cement. They are
continuous except at street intersections, where a man
hole chamber, of the same composition, wide enough to
permit the entrance of two men, is sunk to sufficient
depth to form part of the conduit. The man-holes are
inclosed, and have iron coverings. Through LaSalle
Street, and the tunnel under the river, a three-inch iron
pipe, nineteen hundred feet in length, incloses a kerite
cable of twenty-five wires ; between the South and West
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sides of the city, two iron pipes, each three inches in
diameter, laid in the Washington-street tunnel, each pro
tect a kerite cable of eighteen hundred and seventy-five
feet in length, consisting of twenty-five wires. The
conduit extends from the City Hall to the three
divisions of the city, and single insulated wires drawn
through it connect the apparatus in the central station
with the different stations along the conduit route and
with the air lines at the conduit terminals. These wires
have a copper core, No. 13 gauge, and are surrounded
by kerite insulation A of an inch in thickness, wrapped
with fabric tape. The underground system includes
also smaller conduits, constructed of asphaltum pipes,
four inches internal diameter, leading from the City
Hall to the Washington-street and LaSalle-street
tunnels, designed and laid with a view of ultimately
being utilized for an electric light service. The under
ground system comprises : 7,931 feet of conduit, 4,872
feet of iron pipe, 5,760 feet of cable, 36^2 miles single
wire and 23 man-hole chambers.
The cost of the plant of the fire-alarm system of to
day was $274,508, the principal items being as follows :
Telegraph lines, $30,750; six cables, $7,570.74; lightning
arresters at cables and tunnels, $700; 513 automatic signal boxes,
$122,750; 54 engine-house gongs, $11,825; J3 bell-strikers,
$19,500; 13 alarm-bells, $9,700; 15 police dial instruments, $3,000;
5 printers, $1,100; battery, $4,098; 46 " jokers " and instruments,
$9,200; 172 Tooker doors, $16,700; underground system, $24,878;
central office apparatus, $11,215; line instruments, tools, desks, city
maps, chairs, etc., $571. The cost of the several cables in detail,
was — Archer Avenue, $567.66 ; Chicago Avenue, $332 ; Washing
ton-street tunnel, $2,115.38; Division Street, $845.50; Clybourn
Place, $97.50; LaSalle-street tunnel, $3,612.
Firemen's Benevolent Association.—The great
fire of 187 1 destroyed the records of the Firemen's Be
nevolent Association, and emptied its treasury. The
society at that time had an investment of $5,000 in the
stock of the Home Insurance Company, of this city, to
make which good it was called upon to pay over its
available fund, amounting to some $1,400, being only
allowed by the court to retain a nominal sum, in virtue
of its position as a benevolent organization.
The firemen of other cities, in this time of need, did
for their brethren of Chicago all that they could or
would have done for themselves. A little pamphlet,
issued in the summer of 1872, makes a formal acknowl
edgment to the firemen of the United States and Canada
of the aid thus generously tendered. In this we find
recorded that a meeting of the Fire Department was
called on the evening of October 17, 187 1, "to take
such action as should best carry out the desires in
their donations to the firemen's relief fund." Mathias
Benner, third assistant fire marshal, was chosen chair
man, and E. B. Chandler, superintendent of the firealarm telegraph, as secretary. Charles S. Petrie,
Thomas Barry, D. B. Kenyon and James E. Chandler
were appointed a committee to receive and distribute
all funds sent for the relief of the Department. John
P. Barrett, E. B. Chandler and D. J. Swenie were
appointed a committee on resolutions.
Within thirty days from the date of this meeting do
nations were received from outside firemen to the amount
of about $8,000, and the sum in the hands of the com
mittee for disbursement soon after reached a total of
nearly $12,000. At an adjourned meeting of the Fire
Department, held on the evening of May 21, 1872, the
committee on relief, Messrs. Petrie, Barry, Kenyon and
Chadwick, reported in detail the amounts received and
distributed, snowing a balance of $42.55 on hand, which
was, on motion, turned over to the Firemen's Benevo
lent Association. Their statement showed a total con

tribution of $11,485.55 from the firemen of twenty cities
in the United States and Canada, out of which fund
the total number of firemen relieved was ninety-seven,
and the total number of persons relieved in the families
of firemen, two hundred and forty-six. The following
resolutions, presented by the committee on resolutions,
Messrs. Barrett, Chandler and Swenie, were unanimously
adopted:
" Whereas, On the 8th and 9th days of October, 1871, nearly
one-fourth of the City of Chicago was devastated by fire, by which
calamity ninety-seven members of our Kire Department suffered
losses to a greater or less extent ; and
" Whereas, The Fire Departments throughout the United
States and Canada promptly and generously contributed of their
substance for relief of their suffering brethren ; Therefore,
"Resolved, That the members of the Fire Department of Chi
cago hereby tender their heartfelt thanks to the members of the
Fire Departments of our sister cities, and assure them that their
timely assistance will ever be held in grateful remembrance.
"Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing be sent to all the Fire
Departments which have contributed to our relief."
The annual firemen's ball, of the following October,
netted the Association nearly $2,000, and as the calls for
relief were but moderate, owing partly to the disburse
ment of the relief fund above recorded, the Association
began the year 1873 with a very respectable sum in the
treasury.
There has been nothing eventful in the history of
this branch of the Fire Department since that period.
The society has been sustained entirely by membership
fees, and the proceeds of the annual ball of the firemen,
which takes place in the latter part of October of each
year.
In 1873, it contributed $500 to the relief of the des
titute by the Boston fire; and on September 24, 1878,
$600 was sent for distribution among the yellow-fever
sufferers in Memphis, New Orleans and Vicksburg.
The following statement shows the total amounts
paid out yearly for benevolent purposes since 187 1 :
1872
$1,031 86
1873
1,095 50
18742,189 72
i875
1,599 00
1876
_
1,464 II
1877
2,083 93
1878,
. 2,411 85
1879
2,200 00
1880
3,275 70
1881 . .
3,998 65
1882.
4,346 30
1883
6,555 00
1884
6,032 00
1885
5,828 00
Total
_ $44,111 62
The officers of the Association since 1871 with their
terms of service, have been as follows :
Presidents—E. B. Chandler, 1872-77; I.P.Barrett, 1878;
D. D. Healey, 1883; William H. Townsend, 1884.
Vice-Presidents—Charles T. Brown, 1872 ; D. J. Swenie,
1873-77; E. B. Chandler, 1878-80; L. J. Walsh, 1881-82; John
Lynch, 1883; H. H. McCuen, 1884.
Treasurers—Joel A. Prescott, 1872-74 ; Thomas Barrv,
1875-82 ; C. S. Petrie, 1883.
Financial Secretaries—Joel A. Kinney, 1872-74; D. D. Healey,
l875-79: R- C. Palmer, 1880-81; Thomas Burns, 1882; Freder
ick N. Shippy, 1883 ; D. D. Healey, 1884.
Recording Secretaries—Leo Meyers, 1872 ; D. B. Kenyon,
'873-79 ! Joh" Fitzpatrick, 1880-81 ; Joseph O'Donoghue, 1882-84;
Ed. Hunt, 1885.
The present officers are John Hamill, president ; John J.
Berry vice-president; Charles S. Petrie, treasurer; D. D. Healey,
financial secretary ; Ed. Hunt, recording secretary.
The Association now numbers among its benefi
ciaries fourteen families of deceased firemen, who are
in receipt of pensions paid monthly. The present mem
bership is 400. The annual dues are $2.00. The gross
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receipts of the last annual ball, in October, 1885,
reached the large sum of $22,680, of which $22,000 were
netted to the treasury. The surplus fund is now about
$65,000. From this fund some $30,000 are loaned out
at a low rate of interest to members of the Fire Depart
ment, as an aid in the construction of homes. Approved
loans are made from this fund, from time to time, as it
increases, for this purpose.
The annual meetings for the election of officers take
place in January of each year. Regular meetings for
the transaction of relief business are held on the third
Tuesday in each month.
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS.
There have been several important changes in the
management of the Board of Public Works since the
fire. On September 18, 1876, the Board was abolished
by the City Council, and due authority and control
vested in the Mayor. On May 19, 1879, a commis
sioner in charge was again appointed, but his resigna
tion, October 19, 1S81, once more placed the Depart
ment- in the Mayor's hands; the Council, December 31
of that year, legalizing the action, and vesting the exec
utive officer with full power as a Commissioner of the
Department. In 1882, a commissioner was again ap
pointed. The following is a register of the Department,
by years, since 1871:
—W. H. Carter, commissioner and president; Red
mond I'rindiville, commissioner and treasurer; J. K. Thompson,
commissioner; F. H. Bailey, secretary; E. S. Chesbrough, city
engineer.
1872-73—No change in organization occurred.
1873-74—Redmond I'rindiville, commissioner and president;
J. K. Thompson, commissioner and treasurer; Louis Wahl, com
missioner; Alexander Sullivan, secretary; E. S. Chesbrough, city
engineer.
1874-73, and up to March 31, 1876, the composition of the
Hoard was the same as above.
/S76—-Department in charge of the Mayor; 1). S. Mead, sec
retary; E. S. Chesbrough, city engineer; George W. Wilson, superin
tendent of streets, bridges and public buildings; William H. Clarke,
assistant city engineer; E. M. Johnson, accountant and paymaster;
II. J. Jones, in charge of assessments; D. C. Cregier, chief engineer
North Pumping works; W. R. Larrabee, in charge of water office;
O. F. Woodford, water tax assessor; Charles Brown, superintendent
of water meters; F. J. Reed, cashier; F. C. Meyer, in charge of
map department.
1S77— The only change made was the appointment of Henry
Mason as engineer of the West I'umping Works.
1878—The only change this year was occasioned by the death
of W. II. Clarke, August 5, 1878, Benezette Williams being ap
pointed to succeed him as assistant city engineer.
1879—Charles S. Waller, commissioner; I). S. Mead, secretary;
D. C. Cregier, acting city engineer; William Fogarty, superintendent
of streets; K. M. Johnson, accountant and paymaster; II. J. Jones,
superintendent of special assessments; D. C. Cregier, chief engineer
North I'umping Works; Henry Mason, engineer West I'umping
Works; Herman Lieb, superintendent of water office; O. F.Wood
ford, water tax assessor; M. Ryan, superintendent of water meters;
John Hise, cashier; F. C. Meyer, superintendent of map department.
1880—Charles S. Waller, commissioner; D. S. Mead, secretary;
F. C. Meyer, bookkeeper; D. C. Cregier, city engineer; William
Fogarty, superintendent of streets; G. Howard Filers, superintendent
of sewerage; II. Lieb, superintendent of water office; O. F. Wood
ford, tax assessor; John Hise, cashier; J. K. Tumey, registrar; H.
J. Jones, superintendent of special assessments; Francis A. Demm
ler, superintendent of map department.
1881—The departmental offices were unchanged, except for
the official abandonment of the bookkeeper's position, and the
transfer of the executive authority to the Mayor, the commissioners
resigning office.
1882—D. C. Cregier, commissioner ; P. S. Mead, secretary ;
S. G. Artingstall, acting city engineer; O. H. Cheney, superin
tendent of sewers ; William Pogarty, superintendent of streets ; 11.
J. Jones, superintendent of special assessments; Herman Lieb, su
perintendent of water-rate collections ; F. A. Demmler, superin
tendent of map department ; F. C. Meyer, department bookkeeper ;

O. F. Woodford, water rate assessor ; J. W. Lyons, cashier water
collections office ; F. Trautmann, engineer North I'umping Works ;
H. Mason, engineer West Pumping Works ; H. Welch, en
gineer South Branch Pumping Works ; J. B. Carlisle, engi
neer North Branch Pumping works ; D. F. Glecson, superintendent
of water meters ; G. R. Bramhall, superintendent of bridge re
pairs ; C. McKee, lake crib keeper.
1SS3—The only changes in the Department were the appoint
ment of T. Pattison as cashier of the water collections office ;
J. M abbs as engineer of the North Branch I'umping Works ; and
J. Comiskey as superintendent of water meters.
1884—D. C. Cregier, commissioner ; D. S. Mead, secretary ;
S. G. Artingstall, city engineer; O. H. Cheney, superintendent of
sewers ; William Fogarty, superintendent of special assessments :
Hermann Lieb, superintendent of water rate collections ; F. A.
Demmler, superintendent of map department ; F. C. Meyer, de
partment bookkeeper ; E. E. Gilbert, chief clerk water rates ; T.
Pattison, water rate assessor.; II. G. Naper, water permit clerk ; J.
W. Lyons, cashier water rates ; W. L. Maher, registrar water rates ;
W. Williams, meter rate clerk ; B. F. Davenport, in charge of
private drains ; F. Trautmann, engineer North Pumping W orks ;
II. Mason, engineer West Pumping Works; H. Welch, engineer
South Branch Pumping Works ; W. J. Trumbull, engineer North
Branch Pumping Works; J. Comiskey, superintendent of water
meters; G. R. Bramhall, superintendent of bridge repairs; C. Mc
Kee, lake crib keeper.
A summary of the work of the Department for 1884
shows—
Water pipe laid, 241^ miles ; brick and pipe sewers laid, 19
miles; roadway paved, 34.52 miles; plats made, 1,610; special
assessments prepared, 468 ; one bridge and three viaducts built ;
341 contracts made, aggregating §2,589.138.29; income,
$7,275,116.85; balance over expenditures to credit of Department,
$1,059,120.73.
The following shows the assessments for public
works since the fire :
1871
$2,350,835 89
1872
62,222 25
1873
1874
- - - 749.4(*> 27
1875
723.254 42
1876
00,585 72
1877
1,516,081 07
1878
124,498 48
1879
_
284,900 45
1880
588,963 43
1 88 1
980,895 50
1882
1,227,169 71
1883
1,395,322 98
1884
2,232,757 04
The Board of Public Works lost severely in the
great fire, and the items of damage and ruin show how
intricate and extensive was its water, sewerage and
street system in 187 1.
The City Hail, barely completed, was destroyed by the con
flagration, with a loss of $470, 000 ; the damage to the Water Works
was $75,000 ; to the North and South Side reservoirs, $20,000 ; tire
hydrants, $10,000 ; water meters, $6,000 ; sewerage works, $42,000;
bridge structures, $204,310; street pavements, $211,350; sidewalks
—wood, $404,991.50; stone, $531,095 ; flagstone, $529,380; num
ber of lineal feet of sidewalk destroyed, 642,841, or 121^ miles;
loss of water, $97,410; tunnels damaged, $6,000; lamp -posts,
$33,000 ; docks, $6,000 ; expenses entailed by river obstructions,
$7,300. Making a total loss of property in charge of the Board of
Public Works of $2,220,250.90.
Streets.—Over twenty-eight miles of streets were
exposed to the fire of 1871, and the damage effected
covered seventeen per cent, of their original cost, or
$211,500. At that time there were 534 miles of streets
in the city, of which 91^2 miles were improved—about
one-sixth of the total roadway area. On December 31,
1884, the record showed 223.95 miles improved, or
thirty-four per cent, of the whole street area ; of which
170.80 miles were of wood, 22.31 of Macadam, 4.03 of
granite, 4.65 of Medina stone, 3.61 of asphalt, 7.25 of
gravel, and 9.25 of cinders. This shows a wonderful
increase for fourteen years, as up to 1870 only 91.17
miles in all had been laid. The work was distributed
among the several years as follows:
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1871, 25.63 miles; 1872, 1.82; 1873, 10.19; 1874, 9.07; 1875,
II.49; 1876, 10.50; 1877, 12.29; l878. H.oi ; 1879, 6.83; 1880,
16.84; 1881, 24.52; 1882, 24.95; 1883, 22.49; l884. 34-52; show
ing a total of 313.32 miles of streets made since the organization of
the Department, of which 89.37 miles had been re-paved. Of
these, 85.73 miles of streets were occupied by railway tracks. A
summary of the work of the Street Department for 1884 shows
725,881 square yards, or 34.52 miles, of roadway paved; 51,514
square yards repaired ; .80 miles planked ; 92,005 square yards laid
by street railway companies; 2,225.34 miles cleaned, costing
$82,223.76; 146 special assessments prepared; and 128 contracts
made, aggregating $1,5 10,103. 22.
Sidewalks.—The total number of lineal feet of
sidewalks destroyed by the fire was 642,841, or 121^
miles, comprising wood, stone and flagstone walks, with
a value of $941,380.90. At the close of 1884, there
were in the city 804.05 miles of sidewalk, of which 14.52
miles were under control of the Park Commissioners.
Of these, 720.73 miles were of wood, 72.14 of stone,
and 11. 18 of concrete. During 1884, new sidewalks
were built, re-built or repaired, to the extent of 29.10
miles in the South Division, 106.52 in the West Divis
ion, and 20.80 in the North Division, or a total of 156.43
miles. The total assessments in this Department for
the year were — For constructing plank sidewalks,
$53,462.33 I stone, $32,001.69.
Following are given sketches of some of the promi
nent firms engaged in street-building, etc.:
Watson & Perkins. —This firm was organized in 1877, by
William II. Watson and Amos H. Perkins, for the purpose of
taking contracts to pave streets and build sidewalks. They pave
with asphalt or with cedar blocks, but mostly with the latter, having
laid miles in Chicago and Minneapolis, Minn., where they cut and
prepare them ready to be put into pavements. In the construction
of their sidewalks, they use sand and Portland cement in such pro
portions that it is as hard and durable as stone. They have done
a large amount of work in Chicago, Minneapolis and St. Paul,
Minnesota, and also in other cities of the Northwest. In 1882, in
connection with their other interests, they commenced the manu
facture and sale of bunch - kindling, which industry has grown
until it has become a large business of itself. They employ
from eighty to one hundred men and do a business of $275,000
annually.
William II. Watson was born in Whitestown, Oneida Co., N.
Y., on August 17, 1825, and is the son of Winthrop and Lydia
(Hickox) Watson. When he was nineteen years old he learned the
wagon-maker's trade, at which he worked about six years. In 1850,
he moved to Elgin, Illinois, where he was engaged in the boot and
shoe business, in connection with which he operated a tannery. At
the end of five years, he sold out and commenced to buy and ship
grain to Chicago. He carried on that business until 1865, when he
came to Chicago where he has since resided. lie was employed by
the Board of Public Works to superintend the paving of streets
until 1875, when he engaged in the paving business on his own
account, which he followed about two years, when he formed
a partnership with Amos H. Perkins and established the present
firm. Mr. Watson was married in August, 1864, to Mrs. Elizabeth
Bonville, of Geneva, Illinois ; they have one son, William C, of
Houston, Texas.
Amos II. Perkins was born in Norwich, Conn., on July 26,
1834, and is the son of Isaac and Nancy N. (Allen) Perkins, and
a direct descendant of M iles Standish, on his mother's side. He
came to Chicago in 1S56, and soon afterward commenced taking
contracts for paving, laying sidewalks and roofing. He was one of
the contractors on the LaSalle-street tunnel. During the war he
was a heavy dealer in tar, and at one time controlled nearly all
there was manufactured in the United States. He has been a large
contractor in cedar blocks and asphalt paving and Portland-cement
sidewalks, having had contracts for this class of work in most of the
large cities in the country. Mr. Perkins was married in March,
1876, to Miss Mary E. Tristram, of Norwalk, Conn. He is a
member of Covenant Lodge, No. 526, A.F. & A.M., and of Corin
thian Chapter, No. 69, R.A.M.
Jefferson Hodgkins, paving contractor, son of Philip and
Mary Hodgkins, was born at Trenton, Me., on October 27, 1844.
He attended the public schools of his native town until seventeen
years of age, when his books were dropped to enlist in Co. "C,"
26th Maine Volunteer Infantry, at the second call for troops in
1861. His command was mustered out during the latter part of
that year, and, during the following year he was engaged as sutler.
Disposing of that business, he went to sea from Boston, and fol
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lowed that vocation three years; afterward went to California, where
he conducted a grain ranche in San Joaquin Valley for some time,
and subsequently was employed by the Western Pacific Railway
Company, as agent, for one year. Joining a government surveying
party, he was for two years engaged in surveying the Chickasaw
and Cherokee Indian lands. Illness kept him in Leavenworth,
Kan., during the winter of 1S72, and when he had regained his
health he came to this city, and was connected with General Blount
in the sand business for two years. He became a partner in the
firm of Blount & Hodgkins in 1874. In the following year he was
interested in the organization of the Chicago Dredging and Dock
Company, of which he was superintendent for two years. Since
that time he has been dealing in, and shipping, paving materials,
etc. He is connected with several prominent firms; is president of
the Kimbell & Cobb Stone Company, treasurer of the Illinois
Asphalt and Stone Paving Company, and is a stockholder and
director of the Joliet Mound Drain-Tile Company. As contractor,
he has filled many of the large contracts for street paving let by the
city on Wabash Avenue, Madison Street, Randolph Street, etc.
Mr. Hodgkins is a self-made man in every respect, and is a line
specimen of the Western business man, full of energy and enter
prise, withal pleasant and courteous. He was married in Novem
ber, 1874, to Miss Jennie Lewis, of Newark, N. J.; they have one
child, William L.
R. T. Conway, an old contractor of Chicago, is a native of
Ireland, born in 1839 in County of Kilkenny. In 1852, he immi
grated to America and settled at Fall River, Mass., where he
clerked for several years in a wholesale dry goods house. In 1856,
he removed to Chicago and engaged in the grain and commission
business, continuing in this line for fifteen years. After the fire,
he established himself as a contractor, being for about a year in
partnership with John V. McAdam. He is at present alone, the
bulk of his business consisting of street work. Mr. Conway mar
ried, in 1862, Miss Sarah Young, of Chicago; they have five chil
dren,— Richard, Kate, Marion Q., Sarah and Rose.
BUCHANAN Brothers. —This firm was formed in Chicago in
the spring of 1S80, by James N. and Edward P. Buchanan, to
carry on the street-cleaning and sprinkling business established by
their father, Nelson Buchanan, in 1856. Their contracts are
principally in the central part of the South Division of the city, and
they have in use about twenty wagons and employ fifty men. They
are extensively engaged in raising blooded stock, having a farm of
four hundred and fifty acres near Libertyville, in Lake County,
III., on which they have betweeen fifty and sixty head of Holstem
cattle and fifty Norman draft horses.
James A". Buchanan, senior member of the firm, is the son of
Nelson and Ellen M. (Paine) Buchanan, and was born in Chicago,
on October 16, 1849. His first business in life was that of errand
boy for Culver, Page & Hoyne. After leaving school, he was clerk
in the carpet store of Hollister & Phelps until 1869; after that date
he managed his present business until he went into partnership with
his brother. He was charter member of Co. "A," 1st Regiment
Illinois National Guards, and served for eight and a half years, two
years and a half of which time he was captain of the company.
He was married on October 17, 1876, to Miss Isadora Berry,
daughter of William M. Berry, of Hyde Park, by whom he has
two children,—Grace and William N. He is a member of St.
Mark's Episcopal Church.
Edward P. Buchanan, junior member of the firm, was born
in Chicago, on August 21, 1853. After completing his studies in
school, was a clerk for Hollister & Phelps in their carpet store, and
for the New York Life Insurance Company, until 1872, when he
clerked for his brother James until they engaged in business to
gether. He was a member of Co. "A," 1st Regiment Illi
nois National Guards for five years. He was married, on October
II, 18S1, to lmogene Fowler, daughter of B. Fowler, of the Board
of Trade of this city.
Strf.et Lamps. —At the time of the fire, 2,162 lamp
posts were so injured, that $33,000 was required to
repair them. In 1884, there were 13,693 gas lamps in
public use, distributed as follows: West Division, 7,558;
South Division, 3,586; North Division, 2,549. There
were 2,677 oil lamps in use. Two gas companies sup
plied the city: The People's Company, at $1.50 per 1,000
cubic feet, and the Chicago Company at $1.00. The
total cost of maintenance per lamp was $34.92 in the
West Division, and $23.75 >n tne North and South
divisions. The cost of maintaining oil lamps per
annum was $16.80 for each lamp. The aggregate ex
pense of lighting the city for the year was $448,251.15,
of which $239,516.06 was paid to the People's Com
pany and $136,639.01 to the Chicago Company. The
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total number of cubic feet of gas consumed was
189,901,280.
Gas Supply.—The business of gas production, like
most other commercial enterprises, is full of statistical
features illustrative of the phenomenal growth of popu
lation and the enlargement of every channel of com
merce in the city. In 187 1, with 135 miles of mains
laid, the consumption of coal by the original gas com
pany was less than 50,000 tons per annum. In 1875, the
consumption was 72,000 tons, and, in 1885, the amount
purchased for the estimated consumption of the year
was 120,000 tons. During the year immediately follow
ing the great fire comparatively few mains were laid,
but the company made many new improvements in the
process of production. At the time of the fire the
North-side works, on Hawthorn Avenue, were half com
pleted. These works, by great exertion, were saved from
destruction, and were subsequently completed at a total
cost of $600,000. In 1873, the company bought a site
at the foot of Deering Street, in Bridgeport, and put up
new works to supply the southwestern part of the city,
at a cost of $150,000. These outlying works, while be
ing independent, are all connected with each other and
with the business district by large mains, so that, in case
of accident at any one station, the main supply will not
be shut off. In 1871, the price of gas was $3 per 1,000
feet, and it remained at about this figure until the fall
of 1883, when competition by new companies brought
it down to $1.25.
The following statement shows the annual and total
extension of the system of mains since 187 1:
Miles. Year.
Miles.
Year.
1871..
...135 1878..
...186
...140 1S791872
_..
...191
1373
■
.-.148 iS3o .
---194
--165 1881
202
1874
—•
1875
...182 1S82.
.-.216
...182 1883.
. . . 220
1876
...184 18S4.
1877
.--225
The Chicago Gas-Light and Coke Company was organized
on October 16, 1849, and chartered under the laws of the State of
Illinois on February 12, following. The original officers were but
two,— F. C. Sherman, president, and N. B. Judd, secretary. The
first board of directors was composed of the following-named gen
tlemen : George Smith, Thomas Dyer, Mark Skinner, F. C. Sher
man, Franklin Lee, Joseph Keen, George F. Lee, John Lee and
James C. Hurtis. The present officers are E. T. Watkins, presi
dent ; Theodore Forstall, first vice-president and superintendent ;
Jerome Beecher, second vice-president ; James C. Burtis,* treas
urer; and Theodore B. Wells, secretary. The following gentlemen
constitute the present board of directors : E. T. Watkins, S. B.
Cobb, J. Beecher, P. L. Yoe, J. A. Brown, Jr., Albert Keep,
Theodore Forstall, J. N. Jewett and Byron L. Smith. The
original works were located on Monroe Street, near Market Street.
These were destroyed in the fire of 1S71, but were re-built at once.
In addition, two more stations were also built, the immense growth
of the city demanding increased facilities. One of these is on
North Branch Canal, near Division Street, and one on Cologne
Street, in Bridgeport. This was Chicago's first gas company, and
it has grown with the growth of the city it has lighted for so many
years, until now they have some two hundred and twenty miles of
mains.
The Illinois Street-Gas Company was organized in Rock
Island, 111., in 1876, under the corporate laws of the State of Illi
nois, with Doctor Calvin Truesdale, of Rock Island, as president,
and J. S. Butler, of Chicago, as secretary and treasurer, the capi
tal stock at that time being $40,000. The company was organized
for the purpose of lighting the streets of town and citi«B, by con
tract, with a special lamp devised to generate its own gas from
naphtha, the lamp being covered by a patent belonging to the com
pany. In 1879, Doctor Truesdale resigned, and William I'. Butler
became the president. The company has gradually expanded its
facilities and its field, until, in addition to the original business of
naphtha-gas lighting, it is engaged in the manufacture of all kinds
of street lamps, besides dealing in all the illuminating and lubri
cating oils. This company has now about three thousand street
* Mr. Burtis has occupied the post of treasurer for thirty-five years.

lights in the City of Chicago; some seven hundred in Springfield,
111.; five hundred in I'eoria, 111.; and many more in some fifty other
cities and towns in the West. The shops are at No. 80 Van Buren
Street, with branches at Springfield and Peoria. The main office
is at No. 87 Jackson Street. In February, 1885, the capital stock
of the company was increased to $100,000.
William Patterson Butler, president of the Illinois StreetGas Company of Chicago, was born at Louisville, Ky., in 1843.
In 1862, he was appointed a cadet at the United States Military
Academy at West Point. In June, 1866, he graduated, and was
promoted in the army to Second Lieutenant of Ordnance, and as
signed to duty at the Rock Island Arsenal, at Rock Island, III.
There he remained on duty until 1871, when he resigned from
the army, and became president of the Rock Island Cotton Man
ufacturing Company, and also president of the Rock Island Glass
Works. In 1877, and again in 1878, he was elected mayor of the
city. In 1879, he removed to Chicago, and has since been connected
with the gas company of which he is the president. In 1869, he
was married, in Rock Island, to Miss Florence Rodman, daughter
of the late General T. J. Rodman, Chief of Ordnanceof the United
States Army, and the inventor of the famous " Rodman gun." They
have three children, —Florence, Martha and Lucinda. Mr. Butler is
a member of the Illinois Commandery of the Military Order of the
Loyal Legion of the United States.
Captain Jonathan Selby Butler, secretary and treasurer of
the Illinois Street-Gas Company, was born on February 7, 1840, at
Louisville, Ky., and was educated in the public and private schools
of that city. In 1857, he began the study of the law with Judge
John H. Butler, of Indiana, in Louisville. In 1861, on the outbreak
of the Civil War, he laid down his law books and promptly enlisted
as a private in the 13th Kentucky Volunteer Infantry. He rose
rapidly to the grade of sergeant-major, and, in the spring of 1S62,
was commissioned adjutant of his regiment Almost immediately
afterward he was detailed as acting assistant adjutant-general of a
cavalry division, commanded by General J. W. F'oster, who subse
quently was United States minister to Mexico and to Spain. In
June, 1863, he was on duty as acting assistant adjutant-general and
chief of staff to Brigadier General E. H. Hobson, commanding
the cavalry brigade which captured the Confederate General John
H. Morgan, in Ohio. Immediately after this raid, Lieutenant But
ler was ordered to Tennessee as acting assistant adjutant-general
to General Girard, commanding Foster's cavalry division. Lieu
tenant iiutler was present at the siege of Knoxville, Tennessee, and,
in the spring of 1864, was ordered to Lexington, Ky. While there
he was appointed by President Lincoln and commissioned to be
assistant adjutant-general U. S. Volunteers, with the rank of cap
tain. He served in Louisville on special duty, under orders from the
War Department, under the direction of General John M. Palmer,
until June, 1865, when, at his own request, he was honorably
mustered out of the service. He was thereafter admitted to the
Bar, and began the practice of the law in Louisville, and later at
Salem, Ind. In 1882, he gave up the law, came to Chicago, and
connected himself with the Illinois Street-Gas Company. Captain
Butler was married, in 1S68, to Miss Addie Percise, of Salem, Ind.;
they have one son, Paul. Captain Butler is a member of Salem
Lodge, No. 21, A.F.& A.M., and of Salem Post, G.A.R. At one time
he was Commander of the Southern District of Indiana, G.A.R.
Cornelius Kim;sley Garrison Billings, vice-president of
the People's Gas-Light and Coke Company, of Chicago, was born
at Saratoga, N. Y., on September 17, 1861. He is the son of Al
bert M. Billings, the president and founder of this Company, and
who has been a resident of Chicago for over a quarter of a century.
Cornelius Billings was educated at Racine College in Wisconsin,
where he was graduated with distinction in 1882. Returning to
his home in Chicago, he at once was made superintendent of the
Company, and two years afterward, in April, 1884, he was elected
its vice-president by the unanimous vote of the directors, a high
tribute to the enterprise and ability of Mr. Billings, who is a com
paratively young man to hold such a position of trust and responsi
bility. His office is at the headquarters of the Company, at No. 39
South Halsted Street.
Bridges and Viaducts. — In 187 1, the Department
of Bridges and Viaducts was subject to the Board of
Public Works. The fire made great havoc with the
papers of this Department, and besides destroyed prop
erty under its control aggregating $204,310, including
damages to abutments, center-piers and protections.
Eight bridges and two viaducts were swept away, being
the Rush, State, Clark and Wells-street bridges, over
the Main Branch ; the Chicago-avenue, over the North
Branch ; and the Adams, Van Buren and Polk-street
bridges, over the South Branch of the river. The via
ducts over the railway tracks at State and Wells streets

CORPORATE HISTORY.
were destroyed, and that at Adams Street seriously
damaged. The Department at once set to work to re
place the structures destroyed, and the record of the
ensuing year is a most interesting and progressive one.
The work accomplished is given in detail in Volume
II. of this History. The cost of maintaining the bridges
and viaducts, including bridge - tenders' salaries, for
1871-72, was $57,332.28. During the year, a new iron
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the re-built bridges were provided with stone centerpiers and abutments, except that at Chicago Avenue,
which was combination in superstructure and stone
center-pier.
Between March, 1872, and March, 1873, the work of
re-building was completed, and many new improve
ments made. Both sides of the bridge-approaches at
Rush, Clark, Wells and Halsted streets, and the north

ADAMS-STREET BRIDGE.
viaduct was constructed over the tracks of the Pittsburgh,
Fort Wayne & Chicago Railway Company, at Randolph
Street, a very durable and substantial structure ; and
the old wooden bridge at South Halsted Street, built in
i860, was torn down and reconstructed.
The same year new center protections were added
at Rush and Lake-street bridges. The new stone abut
ment on pile foundations at the south approach to Clarkstreet bridge, and the derrick and scaffoldings, were
destroyed by the fire. The same kind of loss, including
center-piers, protections, houses, turn-tables, tools, boats
and scows, was met at other bridges. Five of the eight
bridges destroyed were combination-plan bridges, with
patent iron turn-tables, and all were new structures,
built within three years, except that at Clark Street.
State and Wells-street bridges were of the wooden Howe
truss, and Rush-street was a wooden superstructure,
with center pier and abutments of stone. The total
cost of general repairs for the year was $24,142.75. \\\
9

approach at State, 462 feet, and the east approach at
Adams, 316 feet, were paved with new block pavement.
The year closed with a record of twenty-seven bridges
and eleven railway viaducts, all in excellent condition.
During this year the Board of Public Works enforced the
ten-minutes' rule for the opening and closing of bridges.
The repair and salary expenses of the Department
amounted to $59,255.32 ; repairs and supplies being
$24,606.27. Seven new bridges and three viaducts
were constructed, the total cost of the former, up to 1873,
being $526,951, and of the latter, $189,573. All the
bridges of the year had stone center-piers, except South
Halsted, which was made of piles; and all had iron
superstructures except that at Chicago Avenue, which
was on the combination-plan with iron turn-table. The
following is a detailed account of these structures :
Rush-street bridge, built by the Detroit Bridge Company ; iron
superstructure; draw, 2ri feet; width of roadway, 18 feet; side
walk, 6 feet ; height of roadway above city datum, 20 feet ; cost of
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superstructure, $15,318.90; center and side protections, $6,890.40;
total cost, $24,192.95. On August 28, 1872, the steamer "Annie
Laurie" collided with the bridge, causing a damage not repaired
until September 25, 1872.
Adams-street bridge, built by the Keystone Bridge Company ;
iron superstructure ; length of draw, 163 feet ; width of roadway,
t8 feet ; sidewalk, 6 feet ; height of roadway, 24 feet ; cost of
superstructure, $i4,S8o ; substructure, $8,600 ; dimension masonry
for pier and abutment, $12,911.80; approach walls, $8,050; total
cost, $47,790.84.
South Halsted-street bridge, superstructure of tubular wrought
iron, built by the King Iron liridge Company ; length of draw, 150
feet; roadway, 18 feet; sidewalk, 6 feet; height of roadway, 19^
feet; cost of superstructure, $16,216.60; total cost, $17,361.61.
Chicago-avenue bridge, superstructure of the combination
Howe truss, built by Fox & Howard ; draw, 175 feet ; roadway, 18
feet ; sidewalk, 6 feet ; height of roadway, 19^ feet I cost,
$20,917.22.
Polk-street bridge, superstructure tubular wrought iron; a swing
structure, built by the King Iron Bridge Company; draw, 154
feet ; roadway, 18 feet ; sidewalk, 6 feet ; height of roadway, 19^
feet ; cost of superstructure, $16,625 ; substructure, $6,750; dimen
sion masonry in center-pier and abutments, $1 1,200; total cost,
$37,862.27.
Wells-street bridge, iron superstructure, built by Fox & How
ard ; draw, 190 feet ; approach spans, 50 and 62 feet ; roadway, 18
feet ; sidewalk, 6 feet ; height of roadway, 20 feet ; cost of super
structure draw span, $15,800; two approach spans, $7,020;
substructure, $11,586; dimension masonry in piers, $10,726; total
cost, $49,002.14.
State-street bridge and viaduct, built by the Keystone Bridge
Company ; substructure of stone, with iron columns to support via
duct; draw, 183 feet; north approach span, 38 feet; four viaduct
spans, 76 feet each—total, 304 feet ; width of roadway on draw, 18
feet ; of sidewalk, 6 feet ; viaduct roadways, 22 feet each ; sidewalks, 8
feet ; height of roadway, 20 feet ; height of viaduct, 24 feet ; cost
of superstructure draw, $17,300; two approach spans, $5,200;
viaduct, $29,860.13; substructure, $14,450; dimension masonry in
piers and abutments, $12,989.47; curb walls, $8,423.91; total,
$90,1 14.20.
Wells-street viaduct, re-built with iron superstructure; length,
83 feet; width, 80 feet; three main and two sidewalk trusses, with
iron floor beams; two roadways, each 22^ feet wide in clear; two
sidewalks, 16 feet each; height of roadway, 24 feet; built by Key
stone Bridge Company; cost of superstructure, $12,000; repairing
walls, S570.65; total cost, $12,570.65.
Clark-street viaduct, over tracks of the Chicago & North
western Railway Company, at the intersection of North Water
Street; built by the Keystone Bridge Company; dimensions same as
those of the Wells-street viaduct; height of roadway, 24 feet; cost,
$33,842.43.
During the year, an iron bridge was also built over the tracks
of the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago and Chicago & NorthWestern railways, at tlife intersection of Water and Lake streets, to
take the place of a wooden viaduct; length, 78.25 feet; width of
roadway, 24.04 feet; sidewalks, 7,'/£ feet.
During 1873-74, two bridges and two viaducts were completed,
increasing the number of the structures in the city to forty-two.
The Clybourn-place bridge, built in 1873, was a superstructure of
the combination Howe truss, with iron turn-table. Its length was
140 feet, and cost $13,700. The Thirty-fifth-street (Douglas Place)
bridge was a wrought-iron turn-table, combination Howe-truss
structure; length, 140 feet; cost, $9,800. Several bridges were ex
tensively repaired during 1873, courses of timber being added to
the protections. The repairs aggregated $24,411.51. The new
abutments and iron approach-spans to I,ake-street bridge cost
$27,924.21. The viaduct on Canal Street, crossing Sixteenth
Street, cost $125,562.27, toward which the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad Company paid $93,000. It was an iron super
structure, 300 feet long and 64 feet wide. The Twelfth-street
viaduct, over the same company's tracks, cost, inclusive of raising
buildings to grade, $32,506.48, of which the railroad company paid
$25,000. It was an iron superstructure, 58 feet in length.
For the year ending March 3* , 1875, the report was as follows:
Bridge over Ogden Canal; iron superstructure; draw, 228 feet;
roadway, 18 feet; sidewalk, 5!^ feet; cost, $29,945. Randolph
Street, iron superstructure; draw, 157 feet; roadway, 18 feet; side
walks, 7 feet; cost $10,850. Fullerton Avenue, pile bridge;
length, 225 feet; width, 20 feet; cost, $1,490 Viaduct on North
Halsted Street, crossing the tracks of the Chicago & North-Western,
Pittsburgh, Chicago & St. Louis and Milwaukee & St. Paul rail
ways; length of north span, 60 feet; length of open roadway, 150
feet; two spans, 50 feet each; one span, 70 feet; one span, 93 feet;
two roadways, if>'A feet; sidewalks, 12 feet; total width, 62 feet;
height, 26 feet; cost of substructure, $36,179.77; superstructure,

$51,428; raising buildings to grade, $36,090.24; total cost,
$125,683.01, of which the railway companies paid $87,607.77.
During the year, the crossways of Lake and Kinzie-street bridges
were re-planked, and the Western-avenue bridge was lowered seven
feet, at a cost of $1,000. The repair account of the Department
amounted to $26,000.22.
This left the bridge recopl with thirty-one draw and
two pile structures, of which eighteen were combina
tion, ten iron, three wood, and two piers.
From March 1, to December 31, 1875, the Department built
several new brick bridge-houses, and re-planked nine bridges and
five viaducts, the repair expense being $21,175.43. The Madisonstreet bridge was completed. It was an iron superstructure; draw,
156.4 feet; roadway, 18 feet; sidewalks, 6 feet; whole width, 33
feet; cost of superstructure, $11,495; repairs on substructure,
$3.5°5; total cost of bridge, $15,000.
On September 19, 1876, the commissioners of the
Board of Public Works retired from office, the ordinance
passed by the City Council on September 18 having
abolished the Board, and vested its power, duty and
authority in the Mayor. George W. Wilson was made
superintendent of streets, bridges, and public buildings.
The general repairs during the year on bridges amounted to
$15,864.85, and on viaducts to $3,984.35. Indiana-street bridge
was overhauled, and five bridges were re-planked. During a gale,
May 5, 1876, the F'uller-street bridge, a wooden structure erected
in 1865, at a cost of $7,500, was destroyed. Two large viaducts
were completed this year, with details as follows: Over Blue Island
Avenue, at Throop Street, over the tracks of the Chicago & North
western and Chicago, Burlington & (juincy railways, the south part
of which was of wrought-iron truss-girders, those on Blue Island
Avenue being 66 feet long and 7^ feet high, forming two road
ways, 8 and 7 feet wide; north part supported by 14 wrought-iron
plate-girders, each 46 feet long, 28 inches deep; substructure. Cox
Bros., contractors; superstructure, Keystone Bridge Company; via
duct begun, October 15, 1875; completed, August 25, 1876; total
cost, $102, 173.99.
Milwaukee-avenue viaduct, over the tracks of the Chicago &
North-Western, Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and Pittsburgh, Chi
cago & St. Louis railway companies ; width of roadway on Milwau
kee avenue, 42 feet, two sidewalks, 8^ feet wide ; on Desplaines
street, roadway, 48 feet wide, two sidewalks, 83-^ feet wide. On
Milwaukee avenue, one span 94 feet long, one 71, and one 6o!4;
two roadways, 36 feet wide. On Desplaines street, one truss span, 71
feet ; two spans, 42 feet ; two roadways, 21 feet. The south part
was built by the American Bridge Company, and the north part by
the Leighton Bridge Company. This viaduct was opened for travel
May 25, 1876, and was the largest and most expensive in the city,
costing $140,371.55.
The year ending December 31, 1877, there were six
teen viaducts in the city, all of iron except two, and
costing $615,339.55. There were thirty-two draw or
pivot bridges in use, all iron or combination except two.
Four new bridges were built during the year, as follows:
I-'uller Street, to replace one destroyed by storm, a combination
draw or pivot structure : completed August 4, 1877, at. a cost of
$4,210 ; swing and turn-table, by (J. W. James, contractor ; length,
127 feet ; roadway, 16.5 feet ; width over all, 19.5 feet.
North Avenue, combination swing bridge and turn-table ;
Conro, Starke & Co., contractors ; begun, August 28, 1877 ; com
pleted in January, 1878; cost, $7,149; length, 150 feet ; roadway,
17 feet ; sidewalk, 4 feet ; width over all, 29 feet.
North Halsted Street, new combination and turn-table swing
bridge; W. B. Howard, contractor; begun, June 22, 1877; com
pleted October 8, 1877; cost, $4, 190; length, 140 feet; roadway,
17 feet ; width over all, 20 feet.
This year also saw the final completion of the Har
rison-street structure, which had been delayed by landcondemnation cases. This litigation being adjusted,
work was pushed on the bridge, which was a wroughtiron and turn-table swing structure.
The American Bridge Company, who were the contractors,
began work June 22, 1875, and completed the bridge October 23,
1877. It is 175 feet long ; roadway, 19 feet ; sidewalks, 4.10 feet ;
width over all, 31 feet ; cost, $41,848.51. The repair account of the
Department for the year amounted to $20,322.14.
In 187S, the repair account amounted to $19,917.07, of which
$2,585.33 was on viaducts. On May 10, proposals were received
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for a viaduct over the tracks of the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chi
cago and Chicago, Alton & St. Louis railway companies, at Eigh
teenth Street. The Keystone Bridge Company commenced work
on the superstructure August 3, 187S. James dowry contracted for
the substructure at $15,215.16. The total cost was $26,409, 16, of
which the Pittsburgh, Port Wayne & Chicago Railway Company
paid $14,000. This viaduct, the seventeenth in the city, was opened
for travel in December of the same year. In September, the city
and the Town of Lake View jointly constructed a pivot bridge at
the north city limits, at Fullerton Avenue. The contract was
awarded to I. W. Sawin & Co., October 1, 1877, the bridge being
completed January 19, 1S78, at a two-thirds cost to the city of
$2,970.50. It was 125 feet long; roadway, 17.4 feet; width over
all, 20 feet. The Eighteenth-street viaduct, at Lumber Street, over
the tracks of the Pittsbugh, Fort Wayne & Chicago and Chicago,
Alton & St. Louis railways, was begun August 1, 187S, and com
pleted December 18, at a cost of $10,403.43 for the substructure,
and a total cost of $17,196.56. The bridge at Fullerton Avenue
was re-built in this year, being 225 feet long, with a
roadway 20 feet wide, at a cost of $1,490.
The Eighteenth-street viaduct was put in opera
tion February 7, 1879. This was a wrought-iron
superstructure, costing $11,194, with two spans;
truss-girders over the tracks, 142 feet long ; road
way, 20 feet wide ; sidewalks, 6 feet wide. The
Kedzie-avenue bridge, wrought-iron single span,
over the canal, was completed March 1, the Town
of Cicero bearing a portion of the expense. It was
built by the Masillon Bridge Company. In January,
1879, a foot-bridge was placed over the south end
of the LaSalle-street tunnel, and a wooden bridge
was built at Lock Street by the Canal Commission
ers, at the expense of the State.
In 1880,* the flooring of the viaduct at Adams
Street was reconstructed, at a cost of $2,537. An
addition was made to the Milwaukee-avenue viaduct,
by which the end at Milwaukee Avenue was length
ened to 680 feet by 59 feet wide; and at Desplaines
Street to 472 feet long and 65 feet wide. Three
nearly equal spans, 173^3 feet each, were constructed
on Milwaukee Avenue, and three spans, 125 feet
each, on Desplaines Street. The work began May
24, and was completed October 6, at a cost of
$27,365, which the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway Company paid. This brought the total
cost of the viaduct to $296,043, of which the rail
roads paid $131,878. The showing to 1881 ex
hibited viaducts costing $778,908.86, of which rail
road companies had paid $333,432, eleven having
been constructed since 1871. The proportion showed
an expense of four-sevenths of the total cost borne
by the city.
The expenditures for repairs to bridges and viaducts, in 1881,
reached the unusually large sum of $95,030.81. At this time nine
of the city bridges were crossed by street railways. A new bridge
of wrought-iron riveted Warren girders was begun in 1881, at
Western Avenue, over the Illinois and Michigan Canal, the floods
of the spring having swept away the original wooden structure at
that place. This bridge had a span 118 feet, a roadway 18 feet,
and cost $6,921.20. The Massillon Bridge Company were the con
tractors. The approaches to Randolph-street bridge were re-built,

and the trusses of Lake-street bridge widened at the expense of the
West Division Street Railway Company. Two new viaducts were
constructed, the details of which were as follows : Viaduct at Six
teenth and Ilalsted streets, contracted for May 24, 1881, and com
pleted October 25. It had two iron spans, each 88J4 feet; roadway,
21 % feet ; sidewalks, 8 feet ; 57 latticed trusses; Leighton Bridge
Works and Rust & Coolidge, contractors. The total cost was
$96,419.30, of which the railroad companies paid $76,567.55. The
Sangamon-street viaduct was begun on August 20, 18S1, Cun
ningham & Keepers, contractors, at cost of $98,977.03, the railroads
to pay $48,847.79. There were five spans, 36,
99}+,
98^3 and 52 feet, respectivelv ; width, 38 feet over all ; roadwav,
1 8 feet.
* On July 9, 1880, the City Council passed the ordinance to keep the bridges
closed one hour, morning and evening.
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In 1S82, the repair account was $67,363.93. On July 25, the
Polk-street viaduct was begun, the contractors being the Centra!
Bridge Company. It had two spans, and was 173 by 22 feet, with
two sidewalks $\4 feet wide. The structure carried a moving load
of 3,000 pounds to the lineal foot of the bridge, in addition to a
dead load of 15 tons. The trusses were 22 feet, and the weight
per lineal foot 3,490 pounds. Its total cost was $1 15,009.49, the
expense being paid entirely by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railway Company.
In 1883, the bridge repairs aggregated $64,970.01. A newbridge was built this year over the West Fork of the river, at Ashland
Avenue, with a span of 160 feet, and one roadway 20;^ feet wide,
the contractors being the Detroit Bridge Works, and the cost
$10,500. On November 22, the schooners " Granger " and " Aug.
Parker," and the steam-barge " Business," colliding at Rush-street
bridge while the structure was swung on the center protection, a
center post was displaced and the bridge broken in two. On Sep
tember 28, the schooner " David Vance " struck the west abutment

RUSH-STREET BRIDGE.
of Adams-street bridge, and carried away the east span of the viaduct
and a portion of the bridge.
The expense for repairs to bridges in 1884 was $53,344.54;
total for bridges and viaducts, $60,368.10. During this year was
begun the construction of the Rush-street bridge, the largest swingbridge known, 240 by 59 feet, supporting a weight of 657 tons. In
July a formal test was made by experts, and the new steam machin
ery was approved. The south approach caved in during the erec
tion of the structure, the pressure of the earth also carrying down a
small brick building. The cost of the bridge was $138,019.85.
The viaduct over the tracks of the Chicago & North-Western
Railway at Ilalsted Street and Chicago Avenue, begun November
26, 1SS3, was completed November 23, 1884, the cost, exclusive of
land damages, being $285,334.41, of which the railway company
paid $135,696.50. The Centre-avenue viaduct, over the tracks of
the Chicago & North-Western and Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
railways, begun March 18, was completed December 13. It was a
superstructure of four spans, 401) by 58 feet, the weight of the iron
work being 604 tons, and cost, exclusive of land, $152,730.12, of
which the Chicago & North-Western Railway paid $19,580.90, and
the Chicago, Burlington it Quincy Railway $28,086.38. The newviaduct over the tracks of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy and
Chicago, Pittsburgh & Fort Wayne railways, at Twelfth Street, was
completed, at a cost of $607,945.42. There was a single span, 140
by 56 feet, of the cost which was $31,861.04, of which theChicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railway paid $24,306.84. The total length
of bridge approaches in substructure was 7,383 feet, of which 6,065
feet consisted of masonry. The total length of iron work in sub
structure was 1,704 feet, and the weight was 1.314,000 pounds.
The city paid $41x1. 275. 29 of the cost of this viaduct, and the rail
way companies $207,670.13. A new viaduct was also begun at
Erie Street, extending west from the river, 459 by 38 feet, to
cost $45,000.
The following bridges were in operation in 1884:
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132
Main Branch.
Street.
Rush.
State
Clark
Wells

length. Width.
240
184
180
190

_

59
37^
35*

Material.

When
built.

iron
iron
combination
iron

1884
1872
1S72
1872

Material.

When
built.

combination
iron
iron
iron
combination
iron
iron
combination
combination
combination
combination
iron
combination

1859
1S64
1S57*
1S72
1872
i877t
1872
1868
1868
1871
1871
1872
1868

South Branch.
Street.

Length. Width.

Lake

185
157
157
160
Adams
163
Van Buren
Harrison
175
Polk
154
Twelfth
202
Eighteenth
175
210
Twenty-second
Archer Avenue (Ogden Slip) 115
South Halsted
150
152
*Main structure re-built in 1875.

33
34
3i'A
32
34
31
3i
32*
32
32
40
3i*
29

tBcgun in 1872.

North Branch.
Street.

Erie
Chicago Avenue .
N. Halsted and River
N. Halsted and Canal
Division and River
Division and Canal
North Avenue
Clybourn Place
Fullerton Avenue

Length. Width.
I70
163
200
'75
I40
228
180
I76
150
I40
125

3l'A
32
32
32^
20
32
29
29
32
20

Material.

When
built.

combination
combination
combination
combination
combination
combination
iron
combination
combination
combination
combination

1870
l86g
1871
1872
1866
1874
1869
1870
1865
1873
I875

South Fork of South Branch.
Street.
Fuller

_

Length. Width.
127
152
141*

I9X
28*"

Material.

When
built.

combination 1865
combination 1870
combination 1874

West Fork of South Branch.
Street.
Ashland Avenue
Western Avenue

Length. Width.
l60
. . u8

20^
18

Material.

When
built.

iron
iron

1883
1881

Alexander Kirkland, commissioner of the Department of
Public Buildings, is a sturdy, educated Scotchman, and his life ex
perience has well qualified him to perform his duties. Born in Kilbarchen. Renfrewshire, Scotland, on September 24, 1S24, his father had
already been retired on account of wounds he had received as a cap
tain under Wellington at Waterloo. lie also served under that great
commander in the Peninsular campaign. Captain James Kirkland
died in 1859. Young Kirkland attended the parish school of his
neighborhood, finally entering the high school at Glasgow and sub
sequently the college, from which he graduated in 1844. During
his collegiate course, Mr. Kirkland had commenced the study of
architecture and engineering, and, after completing his studies, he
successfully practiced his profession for over twenty years. In
1868, he came to this country, locating in Jefferson County, Wis.

Three years afterward he removed to Chicago, and, in May, 1879,
was appointed commissioner of public buildings. Mr. Kirkland's
first wife, Jane Hewittson, died in 1847. In 1855, he married
Miss Eliza Maria Kirkland, a second cousin. His two sons by his
first wife are R. B. Kirkland, for four years district attorney of
Jefferson County, and who has just formed a partnership with
Congressman James H. Ward ; and James K., the assistant man
ager of the machine shops of the Grand Trunk Railroad, at Port
Huron, Mich. Jeannette Law, daughter by the present marriage,
is now the wife of William Edgar, secretary of the Building De
partment. At present Mr. Kirkland is not connected with any se
cret society in this city, but while a resident of Scotland was a prom
inent member of the Masonic fraternity, and past-master of a flour
ishing lodge. He has been a member of the St. Andrew's Society
since his arrival here, is an active worker in that body, and has
three times been its president.
David S. Mead, secretary of the Department of Public Works,
was born at Tarrytown, Westchester Co., N. Y., on July 13,
1827. His father, Ezra Mead, was one of the early settlers of Tarrvtown, and fought through the war of 1812. His mother was
Elizabeth Van Wert, whose family was identified with the capture
of Major Andre during the struggle of 1776. Mr. Mead com
menced his education at a select school, erected on the spot made
historical by the execution of Andre. In 1S36, his family removed
to Orleans County, where his education was completed. In 1854,
he moved to Buffalo, and was engaged in steamboating during the
life of the passenger steamers plying between Buffalo, Cleveland,
Toledo and Detroit, after which he entered the employ of the To
ledo, Wabash ci Western Railroad, having charge of the freight
and ticket business at the western terminus of the line, then located
at State Line City, Ind. He came to this city in 1S65, holding im
portant positions with the Merchants' Insurance Company of Chicago.
He entered the employ of the city in 18O7, and was assigned to duty
in the Special Assessment Department. In August, 187O, he was ap
pointed secretary of the Board of Public Works, under the administra
tion of Mayor Rice, which position he still holds. Not being a par
tisan, he possesses the confidence and esteem of all political parties.
Mr. Mead was married in October, 1850, to Miss Adelia L. Munn,
daughter of Abner Munn, a well-known farmer of Orleans County,
N. Y., and has two children,—Morton E. and Walter W. Al
though educated a strict sectarian, Mr. Mead is progressive and lib
eral in his religious ideas, and was among the first, with his family,
to join in the organization of the Central Church Society of Chi
cago, of which he is now an officer.
John M. Brown, of the Bureau of Streets, Department of
Public Works, was born in Chicago on March 15, 1S5S. He isa son
of the late Hugh Brown, a builder and contractor, who settled here
in the forties. Mr. Brown has held the position he now occupies
since 1S79, and to him is due the credit of compiling the street-pav
ing statistics, published in the second volume of this History. His
integrity and close attention to duty have won for him high encomi
ums from his superiors in the municipal government.
Water Department.—The Water Department of
the Board of Public Works suffered more severely in
187 1, than any other branch of the supply service in the
city. The fire of October 9 reached the Chicago pump
ing works at 3 o'clock Monday morning, and, although
the walls of that structure were but slightly injured, the
roof, floors, and other portions of the building were en
tirely destroyed. The water-tower was unharmed and
the machinery only slightly damaged. The loss on the
buildings and machinery was $75,000. The machineshop, a substantial brick structure, 50 x 120 feet, was
almost a total loss. The damage to the North and
South division reservoirs amounted to §20,000, and their
use was permanently discontinued. Some 15,000 water
service pipes were melted and damaged, and a serious
loss of water ensued. Great trouble was caused by
debris covering the supply pipes and by the loss of
water books.
The repairs to hydrants in the burned district aggre
gated §10,000, and 370 water meters were repaired and
re-set at a cost of $6,000. On account of the immense
waste of water, the amount pumped for six months end
ing April 1, 1872, was larger than at any other corre
sponding period in the history of the city, this loss of
water costing the city $97,410. A set of water maps,
showing the location of water mains, and the drawing
of the details of the construction of the lake tunnel, were
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destroyed. This latter, a record of one of the most im
portant works ever undertaken by the city, received a
prize medal at the Paris exposition of 1867. Numerous
other papers and records in tbte engineer's office were
burned, only a portion of some plat books being saved.
The entire loss at the works was $248,910.
During 1871-72 no considerable amount of improve
ments were made, attention being mainly directed to
the forwarding of work already commenced, and the
repairing of the fire damage. The injunction suit,
which had stayed the commencement of the new lake
tunnel for eighteen months, was decided in favor of the
city, and Steel & McMahon were awarded the contract
for this work, which they commenced on July 12, 1872,
with a limit for its completion fixed at July 1, 1874.
The old tunnel of 1867 needed no repair, but the water
works machine-shop was re-constructed as before. The
engine of 1867 was put in operation October 17, that of
1857, November 10, and that of 1853, November 30; but
being insufficient, in their operation, to the augmented
needs of the city, a new engine was procured. This
was put in place, except the setting of the boilers and
the perfecting of the water and steam connections. Its
adoption was found necessary immediately after the fire,
the old engines, despite the fact that several factories
near the river, private wells and artificial lakes had
supplied some of the demand, forcing only a medium
head of water.
In 1871-72 the quantity of water delivered was 8,423,890,966
gallons, being an increase of 497,206,126 gallons over the previous
year. There were 91,129 feet of pipes laid, costing $316,165.19,
making 287 miles and 3,581 feet then laid, 3,153 1456-21x10 tons of
pipe being purchased; 115 fire hydrants were erected, making a
total in use of 1,667, and 3,187 taps were made. The receipts from
all water assessments and taxes were $445,834.64; total income to
April I, 1872, $4,127,419.32. The total cost of additions to the
works for the year was $432,719.29, the State appropriating funds
for the January interest on the bonded debt. To the date named,
including work then in progress, the total expenses of the water
works were $4,712, 615. 18; paid forby6per cent, bonds, $1,030,000;
7 per cent., $3,790,000; making $4,820,000, less discount and cash,
$953,517.88; amount of one mill tax of 1871, $289,746.47; balance
from water rents, $556,386.59. The cost of delivering water in
1872, per million gallons, was $12.02.
During 1872, the Board of Public Works purchased
a lot of ground on Canal A, at the intersection of Ash
land and Blue Island avenues, containing 133,792
square feet, upon which it was designed to erect a new
pumping works to supply the southwestern portion of
the city. The new water-tunnel running to the crib,
and thence by a land tunnel across the city, was to sup
ply these works, and on this tunnel work was com
menced on the shore end July 12, 1872, at the crib end
October 2. The new engine at the water works, de
signed by Chief-Engineer Cregier, and constructed by
the Knapp Fort Pitt Foundry Works, was completed
and started to supply water to the city through a 36inch main pipe on November 27, 1872. This engine com
pleted the mechanical equipment of the works most
perfectly. Its steam cylinders, 70 inches in diameter,
had a 10-foot stroke, and rested upon plates supported
by four 9-inch columns extending from lower plates, and
the working beams were 28 feet, of cast iron, and
weighed 20 tons each. The main columns were 24 feet
lYi inches from base of pedestal to top of cap, and
weighed 17 tons each, serving as air vessels, and con
nected with the check-valve chamber by 30 inch pipe,
the water-pumps having a diameter of 57 inches and
a 10-foot stroke. The upper bed plate was 39 feet, 3^
inches long, weight 18 tons, the crank end resting on

stone foundations, and the fly wheel was 25 feet in
diameter and weighed 40 tons. There were three
boilers, each 20 feet long, 12 feet in diameter and
having sixty-six 5)2 inch tubes. This splendid engine—
which, with the boilers, cost $188,400 — has proven its
value and utility since being put in place, in 1873-74
pumping 58 per cent, of all the water delivered in the
city, and during its first six and one-half months' opera
tions, with two and one-half million revolutions, pumping
6,448,000,000 gallons.
By 1873, a long line of water improvements had been
consummated, among them the completion of a new
water tunnel on May 19, it having been commenced on
January 15, and costing $13,279.70. This was under
the river near Rush-street bridge. Two shafts, one 84
feet, at Michigan Avenue, and one of 68 feet, at Pine
Street, were also sunk, to form a four hundred and
ninety-two feet drift. The old pipes were broken, and
this tunnel was increased in dimensions, shafts 8 feet,
tunnel proper 6 feet in internal diameter, costing
$13,279.70.
In July, 1873,the Department ordered the commence
ment of the land. extension of the new lake-tunnel across
the city to the West pumping works. Working shafts
were sunk at Illinois, Franklin, Polk and Waller streets,
and the fire shafts at Erje, Kinzie, Market and Taylor
streets. The tunnel of 1867 had a capacity of 50,000,000
gallons, and cost to construct $457,844.95. The new
one, with which the land extensions noted connected,
had double this capacity, although its cost was only
$400,000. On July 7, 1874, the land and water
structures were both completed, and water turned in the
water-tunnel, which cost $411,510.16 and the land ex
tension $545,000. On October 26, of the same year, Mur
phy & Co., Quintard Iron Works, contracted to supply
the two pumping engines for the West Division pumping
works designed to cost $243,500, and to have a capacity
of raising 30,000,000 U. S. gallons 155 feet high every
24 hours. The new crib structure was completed and
telegraph cables extended through the tunnel to the
same from the new pumping works. After the comple
tion of the West Division pumping works, two new
engines were added at that place, making ten engines in
operation, with a combined capacity of 130,000,000 gal
lons daily. By 1884, the water system of the city had
attained a marvelous perfection and utility.
For that year the total water delivered reached 29,286,584,465
gallons, a daily average of 80,017,900 gallons, or about 9 52-100
per cent, above the average of 1883. The cost of delivery was
$187,697.46, average cost per million gallons $6.40 90-100. There
were in use, of water pipes of 4 to 36 inches diameter, 543^ miles;
total number of valves, 4,022; fire hydrants, 4,616; tire cisterns, 26;
new house-service taps, 92,133; water meters, 2,685; water motors,
445. Of the water produced at a cost during 1884 of $202,604.27,
the North pumping works supplied 15,405,650,785 gallons, with
six engines, expense $133,250.07, and the West pumping works,
four engines, 13,880,933,680 gallons, at a cost of $69,354.20. The
water works receipts were $1,288,941.26, and the total expen
ditures, $1,152,044.15. Up to December .31, 1884, the total cost of
the water works of the city was $10,099,658.07, of which amount
only $1,020,160.21 was expended previous to 1861, when the works
were transferred from the water commissioners to the Board of
Public Works. The total revenue from water rents up to 18S5, has
been $15,530,071.67, the operating expenses and maintenance, in
cluding interest ($5,407,008.93) on bonded debt, and bonds
cancelled being $11,878,555.40; the total surplus over expenses,
$3,651,516.21. The amount of water furnished up to 1871 was
43, S54, 000,000 gallons, revenue $3',423.624. 12, average revenue per
million gallons, $74.53 7-10.
The following table shows the amount of water
furnished and revenue received, year by year, since that
time:
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Year.
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
18771878.
1879
1880
1881
♦1882
1883
1884

Millions of gallons
furnished.
8,423
IO.05I
11,723
I3.9°3
IO,957
■5,346
I9.047
19,564
20,557
21,002
23,331
24,150
26,742
29,286

Revenue.
$445,834
544,465
708,804
705,926
f'35,996
' 771,940
908,509
944,190
922,001
865,618
936,922
1,049,576
1,142,868
1,204,338

64
90
32
64
54
38
64
97
26
35
07
90
54
74

Revenue for
million gallons.
$52
54
60
50
58
50
47
48
44
41
40
43
42
41

93
17
46
77
04
30
70
31
85
21
16
46
73
12

* In 1882, the water in the old tunnel was pumped out and an examination
made to ascertain its contents and condition. On January 34, City Engineer
Cregier and others made a personal inspection, and from the shore end to the
crib found the tunnel without a crack.

Year.

Gallons pumped.

Head.

1877
1878
1879 ....
1880
1881 ....
1882
1883
1884

7,088,I27,O0O
8,418,918,000
9.404,588,000
8,648,673,000
9,572,845,000
10,000,750,000
10,376,678.000
13,880,933,680

109.0
106.0
IOI.O
98.3
90.0
88.2
85.1
90.5

Cost of repairs of
engines and boilers.
$1,123
583
1,879
366
1,100
854
2.345
1,285

6l
66
70
96
18
90
63
53

The daily consumption of water per capita, in 1884, averaged
nearly 1 14 gallons. There were in use at the end of that year, of
36-inch diameter pipe, 41,174 feet; 30-inch, 39; 28-inch, 160;
24-inch, 80,230; 16-inch, 68,143 ; 12-inch, 158,664; 10-inch, S.0I2 ;
8-inch, 570,149 ; 6-inch, 1,176,369 ; 4-inch, 750,385 ; 3-inch, 15,637;
total 2,868,962 feet or 543 1922-5280 miles.
On July 10, 1874, the Board of Public Works adver
tised for two pumping engines, with boilers capable of
working separately or connected, with a capacity each
of delivering fifteen million United States gallons of
water daily, that were to lift above the surface of the
water in the well 155 feet, and to consume not more
than 100 pounds of coal per ninety million pounds of
water raised one foot high. They were to be completed
by October 1, 1875, and to be removed if they failed in
any of the requirements made. These engines were
designed for use at the West pumping works on Ash
land Avenue, and the stringency of the terms to bid
ders was severely criticised at the time. The Quintard
Iron Works, however, performed the work with A. A.
Wilson as designing engineer and Henry Mason as
superintendent of construction. The engines and boil
ers cost $243,500. The foundations for the engines
and buildings were built by William D. Cox, with Wil
liam Bryson as engineer in charge. These foundations
included a weir well, supply and dry well, the land-tun
nel being connected with the semi-circular weir well, 26
feet in diameter, by a branch tunnel 7 feet in diameter.
The supply-well was 44 feet long and 10 feet wide.
The foundation was built of large-sized blocks of stone,
and the engine and boiler-houses were constructed of
brick, with pressed brick and stone trimmings on front.
The engine room was 100x66 feet, the tower 190 feet
high, and the stand-pipe in the tower was five feet

internal diameter and 167 feet high, with a 30-inch
byanch pipe leading to the discharge mains of the
engines. S. G. Artingstall designed the engine and
boiler houses and the tower, Earnshaw & Gobel did the
masonry work, Gindele Brothers the cut-stone work, and
the American Bridge Company the iron work. There
were six boilers, 7 feet long, with 68 four and one-half
inch tubes in each boiler. In 1876, the extension to
these works was projected, and was completed for regu
lar service in July, 1884, the machinery being similar to
that used in the main structure, at a cost of $257,500 ;
the total being $371,681.01. The repairs to engines
and boilers for eight years, ending with 1884, has been
$9,640.17.
In 1884, these pumping works delivered 37,926,048
gallons per day, under a head of 90.5 feet, and at an
expenditure of $69,354.20. The number of gallons
pumped since the works were started, and cost of same,
are given in the following table :
Cost of repairs per
million gallons.
$0 15
06
23
04
II
08
22
09

85-IOO
93-IOO
19-100
24-100
38-100
64-100
60-100
26 100

Cost of coal
per ton.
$5
3
2
3
3
3
4
2

22
67
62
60
60
9°
10
96

Cost per
million.
$6 66
5 45
5 02
5'i5
5 25
5 00
5 09
4 96

Cost per million
one foot high.
$0 06
05
04
05
05
05
05
05

II-IOO
I4-IOO
98-IOO
24-IOO
83-IOO
68-IOO
98-IOO
48-IOO

Hermann Likb, formerly superintendent of the Water Depart
ment, was born in the canton of Turgau, Switzerland,on May 24, 1826.
From the year 1845 until the revolution of 1848, in company with
his elder brother, he followed mercantile pursuits in Paris, France.
Entering the " Garde Mobile," after the eventful days of February,
1848, he took part in all the fierce conflicts which raged in the
streets of the capital. Coming to America in 1S51, he engaged in
business in New York, afterward moving to Boston, and, in 1854,
to Cincinnati. In 1856, Mr. Lieb located at Decatur, 111. On
April 15, 1861, two days after the bombardment of Fort Sumter,
he enlisted as a private in what was subsequently Co. " I?," 8th
Illinois Infantry, under General Richard J. Oglesby. In July of the
same year he was chosen captain of the company, serving in such
capacity in the battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh and the siege
of Corinth. In the fall of 1862 he became major of the regiment,
and accompanied Logan's Division to Vicksburg, where he was
placed in charge of the skirmishers. At the battle of Milliken's
Bend he received a painful wound in the leg. and obtained a month's
leave of absence. Returning to his command, under orders from
General Grant he raised a colored regiment of heavy artillery, whose
subsequent record was of the best. He was afterward appointed
inspector-general of the Department of the Mississippi, and was
brevetted brigadier-general At the close of the War General I.ieb
went to Springfield, where he founded the " Illinois Post." Remov
ing to Chicago in 1868, in partnership with Lorenz Brentano he
started the "Abend Zeitung. ' Selling his interest in that paper in
1S70, he went to Mississippi with the intention of making his home
in the South. His German colonization scheme, however, proved
premature, and failed. General Lieb came again to Chicago and
founded the "German American." Subsequently he purchased the
" Union," a German democratic paper, which, as the "Chicago
Demokrat," is still published. In 1873, he was elected county clerk
on the people's ticket, being succeeded in November, 1877, by E.
F. C. Klokke. He assumed charge of the Water Department in
August, 1879, and resigned therefrom, on account of political pres
sure, in 1885, leaving a most honorable record for rectitude through
out his public service. General Lieb was married to Miss Sarah
Stevens, of Auburn, Maine, on December 2, 1869.
Sewerage System.—The Sewer Department sus
tained a loss of $42,000 by the great fire, mainly con
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creating a vacuum in the river and inducing a strong
current in a southerly and westerly direction.
The operations of the dual pumping-works have been
measurably successful, and are adequate, perhaps, for or
dinary seasons ; but whenever a freshet sets in, it is inva
riably the case that the country on the line of the Desplaines River, from Chicago city line all along the river
valley, from twelve to twenty miles distant, is entirely
submerged, the water often covering an area of twenty
or thirty square miles. In the vicinity of Twenty-sec
ond Street, during a heavy freshet, the water in the
West Branch of the river not infrequently rises six or
eight feet, while in the basin of the main river, north of
Van Buren Street, the rise is generally from eighteen
inches to two feet. During the prevalence of a freshet,
and often continuing two or three days, not less than
150,000 cubic feet of water a minute empty from
the Desplaines River into the West Branch of the Chi
cago River. The flow of water from the Desplaines is
much greater now than in former years, primarily because
of the clearing up and ditching of swampy lands and
acres of marshy country, that for years had been cov
277
1871 50,716
357 3,093 $17,415 46 $153,295 36
341 1,435 21,484 16 173.255 76 ered with thick underbrush ; the removal of these nat
1872 47,342
245
897 1,015 4,691 31,229 27 450,222 90 ural obstructions affording the periodical rains uninter
1873 146,702
1874 222,322 1,054 1.474 6,292 36,929 57 587.507 38 rupted course, so that a fall of rain which formerly was
958
789 3,305 32,098 23 342,932 89 days in finding its way to the city, now sweeps in upon
1875 120,971
1876 15.248
155
75 1,172 29,345 41 79.545 28
363
431 1,822 35,763 33 291,829 63 it in a flood in the course of a few hours.
1877 64,666
But the principal cause of the great influx of water
603 1.544 25,704 37 37,264 97
492
1878 88,031
820 1,043 2,953 32,548 88 130,840 50 is the existence of the so-called Ogden Ditch, an exca
1879 145,381
1880 79,128
271
554 4,196 25,561 48 92,544 08 vation dredged by the late William B. Ogden, in 1868,
1881 132,076
548
917 4,810 34.748 53 452,310 06 through his lands about twelve miles west of the city,
1882 98,515
792
725 5,677 33.881 47 224,450 16
1883 75,304
835
497 5,963 34.735 36 232,084 33 for the purpose of draining the large area of the Des
1884 IOI.547
75i
654 5,957 43.6l8 93 258,020 91 plaines valley, some twelve or fifteen square miles,
which, previous to his excavation, was submerged nearly
Of the different sewers in place in 1884, there were of the entire year. The Ogden Ditch, or Canal, is twentynine feet in diameter, 13,470 feet ; eight feet, 2,493 ; seven feet, five or thirty feet wide, and extends through Mud Lake,
1,462 ; six and one-half feet, 3,512 ; six feet, 23,385 ; five and one- in a northerly direction, about two hundred feet ; then
half feet, 9,511 ; five feet, 72,999; four and one-half feet, 79,601 ; makes a sharp right-angular turn to the east, and con
four feet, 101,540 ; three and one-half feet, 41,619 ; three and onequarter feet, 665 ; three feet, 85,779 • two a"d one-half feet, 142,928 ; tinues some three hundred feet, forming a junction .with,
two and one-quarter feet, 6,359; two feet, 588,305; twenty-inch, and emptying into, the West Fork of the Chicago
1,625; eighteen-inch, 40,793; fifteen-inch, 156,791; twelve-inch, River. During the season of the floods, the Ogden
812,422. By wards, the public sewers were divided as follows: Ditch overflows its banks, receiving drainage and sur
First Ward, 89,509 feet; Second Ward, 54,802; Third Ward, face water beyond its capacity for discharge. To
75,462 ; Fourth Ward, 154,507 ; Fifth Ward, 224,036 ; Sixth Ward, offset the trouble, and regulate the disturbances created
177,071 ; Seventh Ward, 137,612 ; Eighth Ward, 105,471 ; Ninth
Ward, 63,937; Tenth Ward, 63,279; Eleventh Ward. 98,508; in part by the Ogden Canal and in part by the rapid
Twelfth Ward, 212,834; Thirteenth Ward, 105,058; Fourteenth flow of surface and drainage water, the city constructed,
Ward, 220,830; Fifteenth Ward, 154,865; Sixteenth Ward, in 1874, on land acquired from Mr. Ogden, a rude dam
75,523; Seventeenth Ward, 64,655 ; Eighteenth Ward, 107,300.
of piling, on which was spiked heavy plank, and filled
The Gordian Knot.—The great problems ought to in with earthwork to a sufficient depth to withstand the
be solved in connection with the sewerage system of force of water. The top of this dam was on a level
the City of Chicago, was the cleansing of the bed of the with the adjoining lands, and was built across the east
Chicago River of sewage sediments and local impuri
arm of the Desplaines, and parallel with the north angle
ties, without having the poisonous deposits washed out of the Ogden Canal, and served to wall out, to some
through the mouth of the river into the lake, and possi
extent, the waters of the big ditch, the flood of the Des
bly contaminating the public water supply, which is plaines River, and the surface water from the Desplaines
taken from the bottom of the lake, three miles distant valley on the west and south.
from the shore. To this end, all operations have had
This dam has been of good service, and has accom
in view the changing of the natural current of the South plished all that was expected of it ; but at the same
Branch of the river so that it shall set down the Illinois time it has been, from the first, a bone of contention,
& Michigan Canal instead of flowing toward the lake ; and has stirred up the ire and provoked the animosity
and continuing the waters of the North Branch past its of the neighboring property owners, who wished their
junction with the main river down to the canal outlet. lands flooded in the fall and winter, that they might
For this purpose immense pumping-works have been reap abundant crops of ice for commercial purposes,
erected at Fullerton Avenue, on the North Branch, in
and who again desired their lands drained in the spring
tended to force water from a lake tunnel into the river and summer, for the successful pursuit of agriculture.
basin, thereby creating a strong current to the south ; It was their custom for a number of years, therefore,
and twin pumping-works have erected in Bridgeport, at when the spring rains commenced to descend, and
the entrance of the canal, on the West Branch of the there was a reasonable prospect of a freshet, to repair
river, which takes the polluted water from the river and to the dam with axes and other aggressive implements,
pours it into the supplementary basin of the canal, thus knock the planking from the piles, tear up the earth

fined to injury to catch-basins and man-hole covers.
This amount also includes the cleansing of sewers and
basins of debris that accumulated during the con
flagration.
The improvements of 1871 embraced 78,166 feet of sewer laid,
and an expenditure of $258,664.70. Up to April I, 1872, there had
been built,—sewers in the South Division, 274,701 feet ; West Di
vision, 365,426 ; North Division, 210,751 feet ; or over 331 miles of
sewers. Up to 1884, the showing of the Department was as fol
lows : Feet of sewers in use, 413,874; number of catch-basins,
12,948 ; man-hole chambers, 14,728. The total number of feet of
sewers was divided between the several divisions of the city as fol
lows : West Division, 224,356 feet; South Division, 113,317;
North Division, 76,201 ; of which 222,840 feet were of brick and
191,534 feet of vitrified pipe. The cost of construction aggregated
§6. 378, 592. 20. The total value of the outstanding bonds was
$2,622,500, and total interest paid from the beginning of operations
up to 1885, $4,104,672. By years, the showing of total cost of
sewers and catch-basins, since 1870, is as follows :
man-holes
No.of built. ofhouse drains in.put Cost of
Cost of
Lineal
cleaning sew constructing
No.
Year. feet of sew o-S-S'S
ers and
sewers.
ers built.
catch-basins.
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works, and permit the water to have free course into the
West Fork of the Chicago River; then, in the fall, before
the wet season set in, to again fill in the earth on the
dam, replace the planks on the piles, and permit the
land to be flooded through the winter, thus insuring for
themselves an abundant harvest of ice. In 1885, the
city put a stop to these practices, by constructing a new
and permanent dam on the site of the original works,
excavating to proper depth, laying a solid masonry
foundation, and building up the facade of the dam with
heavy blocks of stone ; then filling in with rip-rap
material and gravel to the width of twenty-five feet,
sloping down to the water's edge, and constructing a
solid roadway over the dam, completing a wall and

much destruction, and making the city liable for exten
sive damages.
The Desplaines River is decidedly mercurial in its
tendencies, being down to-day and up to-morrow. It
will this week be nearly dry, so as to be fordabie at
many points, and a week later will be so swollen with
rains and freshets as to overflow its banks and sweep
everything before it. The early settlers of Illinois were
accustomed to float down the Desplaines, from points
fifty to seventy-five miles up the river, boating it where
the depth of water would permit, and dragging or
carrying their boats through shoals and over dry places.
Notwithstanding the existence of the city dam,
it was found by actual measurement, that, during the

PLAN OF
CANAL PUMPING WORKS

PLAN OF PUMPING-WORKS AT BRIDGEPORT.
approaches which can not be readily thrown down or
penetrated.
Another cause for the great rush of waters in this
locality, is found in the fact that the State, in 1871, pur
chased a strip of land thirty-three feet wide, about a
mile west and parallel with "the city dam, and con
structed thereon a public roadway of stone, six feet
high, through the low and swampy region, thus dam
ming in the water on the south, which has no egress
save by one small watercourse.
The city acquired of Mr. Ogden the perpetual right
to maintain the dam it located, and has the privilege of
extending it south to where the Ogden possessions
adjoin the land of Hon. John Wentworth, which it will
soon be necessary to do. But beyond the Ogden line
the city can not go, Mr. Wentworth absolutely refusing
to sell, or to permit the dam to be built across his land
to the banks of the Chicago River, some three hundred
feet further south. As the city dam is raised only to
the height of the adjoining land, which has always been
a swampy district, submerged most of the year, it does
not encroach upon property rights. The dam, however,
would be far more efficacious if it could be raised a
foot or eighteen inches ; but in doing so the country to
the west would be inundated for miles beyond the
present outflow, and probably as far as Joliet, entailing

freshet of April 20-22, 1885, the Desplaines River was
so swollen that 123,757 cubic feet of water a minute
found its way over the top of the dam, through the
West Fork, into the Chicago River; while the volume of
water coming down the North Branch of the Chicago
River, derived wholly from the watershed of the north
west section, was 26,467 cubic feet a minute, causing a
rise in the main river of nearly two feet; a portion
of the water flowing east into the lake, and a smaller
portion flowing south into the canal. Yet this fall of
water was only about one-half the quantity which
usually enters the city during the height of the flood
season.
The practical operation of the river sewerage is this :
In the dry season, when the river and lake are low, and
the water in the river is at a stand-still or sluggish, the
machinery of the Fullerton-avenue pumping works,
which forces water from the lake tunnel into the river,
or reciprocally from the river into the lake, is utilized
to swell the volume of water in the North Branch of
the Chicago River, and creates a strong southerly cur
rent; while at the same time the pumping works at the
head of the canal, at Bridgeport, acting in correspond
ence, lifts the black, dirty water out of the West Branch
of the river and empties it into the supplementary canal
basin, thus creating a vacuum in the river, and inducing
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a current from the north. The water in the canal,
which is usually raised from six to twelve inches in
consequence of the water pumped into it, is prevented
from flowing back into the river and buffeting the
southerly current, by a lock, built in the canal in 1884.
The lock is constructed of timber, the walls being cribwork, composed of 2 x 8-inch plank, laid flat, one on top
of the other, spiked together and filled with broken
stones. The lock chamber is two hundred and forty
feet long between the gates, and nineteen feet wide.
The floor is formed of 10 x 12-inch sleepers, bedded in
the ground, and covered with two thicknesses of twoinch plank. Outside the lock are waste-gates, thirtyeight feet high.
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body of water in the main channel of the river and its
several branches and tributaries is swept into the lake.
Although the capacity of the canal which drains the
West Branch of the river is comparatively small, and the
current consequently moderate, still the volume of water
carried off daily is by no means inconsiderable. The
mean velocity of water entering the canal is 6.9 inches
a second, the height of the water being eight-tenths of
a foot above city datum, and the area of the crosssection of the canal 381.1 square feet showing that the
amount of water passing into the canal is 219.13 cubic
feet a second, or 18,932,832 cubic, feet every twentyfour hours.
In order to give an idea of the extent to which the

PUMPING-WORKS AT BRIDGEPORT.
Frequently, during the prevalence of strong easterly
gales, the water in the lake rises from eighteen inches
to two feet, and, flowing into the mouth of the river,
raises it from twelve to eighteen inches, creating a
strong southerly current down the South and West
branches of the river, and also up the North Branch
toward the Fullerton-avenue pumping works. At such
times, pumping operations are suspended at the Bridge
port works, the lock of the canal is thrown open, and
the entire volume of water in the river, with the sewage
filth and sediment, is washed down the canal, and its
place occupied by pure lake water, while the filthy river
water, forced up the North Branch, is pumped through the
conduit into the Lake. When the North and West pumping-works are acting in correspondence, the Fullertonavenue pumping-works deliver from the lake into the
North Branch of the river 24,000 cubic feet of water
a minute, while simultaneously the Bridgeport pump
ing works remove 60,000 cubic feet of water per minute
from the West Branch, and deliver it into the canal
basin, the reciprocal action creating a strong and
effective current at all times, save when the river is
swollen by a freshet and general inundation. At such
times, every effort of engineering skill and mechanical
invention has thus far proved inadequate to cope with
the action of the refractory elements, and the entire

Chicago River serves as a common sewer, it may 6e
stated that 7,097.33 surface acres drain into it, from ninety
sewer-discharge openings, the area of these terminal
openings aggregating 921.81 square feet. In addition,
1,270.43 acres in the South Division of the city drain
directly into the lake. The water of the North Branch,
from the rolling-mill south, is usually highly discolored,
with a perceptible odor ; of the main river, nearly free
from deleterious matter, with little odor; of the South
Branch, highly discolored, with considerable odor; of
the West Fork of the South Branch, nearly pure, with no
perceptible odor; of the South Fork of the South Branch,
extremely foul, charged with decomposing animal and
vegetable matter, and odor very offensive.
While the highest engineering skill obtainable has
been brought to bear on the question of the disposal of
the public sewage of Chicago, and while money has
been spent lavishly in building the most improved
machinery for rendering the river an available and
efficient agent for this purpose, it must be conceded
that thus far only indifferent results have been attained ;
and as the population of Chicago shall double and
quadruple, it will be found imperatively necessary to
push to a successful solution this perplexing problem.
The Fullerton-avenue Conduit, which was completed
and put in operation January 9, 1880, is a brick tunnel,
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with the sewerage system, and are domed over, with
openings on the top for access, provided with strong
covers and with ladder-irons.
At the river end, where the machinery is located,
the conduit forms two semi-circular channels, passing
on each side of a wrought-iron chamber, where the two
channels are re-united, forming one channel of size and
section uniform with the main conduit, and continuing
to the outlet at the river, where it is protected by a
heavy masonry dock wall, in which is placed a series of
iron rods, to guard against floating debris entering the
tunnel and obstructing the wheels when the current is
from the river to the lake. The water is forced through
the conduit by means of two screws similar to those of
an ordinary propeller, one fixed at either end of a hori
zontal shaft forty feet in length and placed in the center
line of the conduit, passing through a boat-shaped iron
chamber, ten feet in its greatest diameter. The shaft
and screws are operated by two single-cylinder condens
ing engines, having cylinders twenty inches in diameter
and thirty-inch stroke, with side-valves, cut-off motion,
and reversing-gear, permitting the engines, which are
placed on top of the chamber, to run either way, recip
rocally. The driving-shaft is eight inches in diameter,
and the engines are coupled to the middle or crooksections by connecting-rods sixteen feet long, this
section carrying also eccen
trics for working the valves.
The screws are four-bladed,
six feet and seven inches in
SECTION
diameter, with a pitch of
THROUGH THE
eight feet, the blades being
twelve inches in width. The
Lake shore shaft and Lake shaft of
total area of the four blades
of each screw is equal to
one-half the total area of a
complete turn of the helicoid.
There are three cylindrical
boilers, sixteen feet longand
sixty-six inches in diameter,
with forty five-inch longi
tudinal tubes in each boiler.
The boilers have thirty
square feet of grate surface
each, and one thousand
square feet of heating sur
face, and are connected with
a brick chimney three feet
nine inches square inside
and one hundred feet high.
The boilers are calculated
to stand a pressure of eighty
pounds to the square inch,
and the engines to work
PUMPINC WORKS AT FULLERTON AVENUE.
at a rate of one hundred
and twenty-five revolutions
of the shaft, with a packing of rubber tubing between a minute. The size and form of the screw are
the two flanges, rendering the joint water-tight. The novel and without precedent, a propelling wheel having
cover projects above the water, and an opening permits never before been used for the purpose of forcing water
in a confined channel ; but it has been found to work
access to the shaft, which is protected from the turbu
lence of the lake by a pier of pile-work, securely braced satisfactorily, and to perform the duty required of it
together, filled to the water level with loose stones, and with the greatest economy. With one hundred revolu
built so as to offer the least resistance to ice and storms. tions of the screw, a head of four feet is maintained in
On the pier and over the shaft is a house, fitted with the line of the conduit, a force sufficient to deliver
a winch for raising or lowering the cover of the shaft. twenty-four thousand cubic feet of water a minute.
The shafts at the lake shore (Larrabee Street and Shef
Careful observations, with experiments continuing
field Avenue) are twelve feet internal diameter, while at through two days, gave results embraced in the accom
each street intersection are shafts of six feet internal panying table, which shows the velocity of water in the
diameter. All shafts are carried up to the level of the conduit, measured at different positions with an electric
street, are so arranged as to form ready connections current meter. Diameter of the conduit, twelve feet;
circular in section, and twelve feet in internal diameter.
It is 11,898 feet long from the lake shaft to the North
Branch of the Chicago River, 4,270 feet at the bottom,
from the River to Racine Avenue, being level and 13
feet below city datum ; while east of Racine Avenue is
a vertical reverse curve connecting the upper and lower
grades, which at this point is 27J4 feet below datum.
Thence the conduit continues by a series of descending
grades to the lake-shore shaft, where it is 54.14 feet
below datum, the grade from this point to the lake
shaft, a distance of 1,000 feet, being level. The west
end of the conduit excavation was an open cut, while
from Racine Avenue eastward it was tunneled. The
upper part of the lake-shaft is a cast-iron cylinder, \]/^
inches thick and 24 feet long, lined with brick, and hav
ing an internal diameter of 12 feet, the dimensions of
the shaft below the cylinder being the same. The top
of the cylinder is 4^ feet below city datum, and is
located in a wooden chamber 34 by 18 feet inside, with
openings on the east side into the lake, which are
fitted with gates, to be closed only when the cover is on
the shaft, and to prevent its being lifted or damaged by
the violence of the waves. At this end the water is
shut off from the conduit by a conical cover of boiler
plate iron, on the lower end of which is a strong inclined
flange fitting on a corresponding flange cast on the top
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length, eight thousand nine hundred feet between sta
tions ; obstructions to flow, sixteen shafts of six feet
diameter, two shafts of two feet diameter, two bands of
forty-five feet radius ; angle, thirty degrees.
ofRevoelutnion mginesinperute.
1
11
■0 5
uv
X
70
79
00
99
103
110

1. 16
1.46
2.02
2.58
2.83
3.02

VELOCITIES.

feetCubic minperute.

Location of meter above the bottom of
conduit.
Mean.
8" 1' 8" r 11" 2' 10" Center

gJS a
- U .C

.82
I.2836 1.423 1.386 1-445 I.6306 1-394
.96714
1-723 1.7322 1-7851 I.7582 1.6623
1. 321 1-7 2.0512 2.1468 2.2454 2.183 2.025
1.525 2.0569 2.0847 2.135 2. 191 2-3 2. 131
I.6947 I.9274 2.128 2.2316 2.304 2.355 2. 141
1. 9617 I- 1/55 2.467S 2.4808 2.5186 2.46S1 2.256

9.45t
11,270
13,729
M,448
14,516
15,265

It is interesting to note that the current through the
conduit is induced with the same power when discharg
ing into the river as when discharging into the lake.
It has been demonstrated that, in pumping lakeward,
the machinery does not actually displace and force be
fore it the volume of water contained in a mile of con
duit of twelve-feet diameter, but that, instead, a whirl
ing or screw-like motion is given to the water in the
conduit, which obtains an eddying current through its
entire length, similar to the motion given to a conical
shot discharged from a rifled musket. So strong does
this current become, that if the engines of the pumping
works are shut off, the propeller screws in the chamber
of the conduit continue in motion several minutes.
The original cost of these works was $564,253.99.
During May and June, 1882, new wheels, eight feet in
diameter, were put in the conduit, materially increasing
both the power and efficiency of the works.

During 1884, the pumps delivered the water mainly
from the river into the lake, 5,175,000,000 feet being
forced in that direction, as against 1,238,000,000 feet
from the lake into the river.
The cost of operating the works during the year
was $20,246.63. The effect of pumping from the lake
into the river was unsatisfactory, the water in the North
Branch quickly becoming foul, and fermenting, and in
the main river, in three or four days, during the summer
solstice, becoming very offensive, even while the pumps
in the South Branch were in operation.
The propellers were operated almost continuously
during 1885, usually with sixty revolutions per minute
fabout half their capacity), with about the same result
as in previous years, excepting that the volume of water
passing through the conduit was poured into the river,
instead of being emptied from the river into the lake.
Early in the year, the frame-house over the lake-termi
nus of the conduit was burned, the debris falling into
the mouth of the conduit. The smaller pieces of timber
from time to time passed through the conduit and
wheels without detriment, but in the summer, a shock
was sustained by the machinery, and it was found that
a solid oak timber, four feet long and twelve inches
square, had wormed its way through the blades of both
screws without occasioning any perceptible damage.
In November, a second timber, five feet long and a foot
square, presented itself to the propeller wheel, stripping
the four blades from the first wheel and two blades
from the other wheel. This necessitated the shuttingdown of the works for two weeks. The influx and
efflux gates were closed, a diver was sent into the con
duit to remove the timber, the water chamber was
pumped out, and new wheels were substituted for
those broken.
The following tables show the details of the opera
tion of engines and boilers for three years :

Year 1882.
Nofhuorunmubresr

ofnAuvmerbevearge moliunpertuitones.

Troevtluatiolns
mouperth.

Tofncoumtbaielrc feetofpumped
water
intotheriver.

mopernth.

Tnofcoumtbaielcr feetofpwuamtepred
intothelake.

Tofcnoumtbaielrc feetofpwuamtepred

Aofnvuemrbaegre feetofcuwbatiecr pumped
minperute.
mopernth.

sformuopermnetdh
Pofcoalouconnds cbhoialnegris.ng

Pofcoalouconnds smuopermnetdh

Tpofcoalotuanldscmonpersnutmehd.

headAofvweartaegre
athegapiunmpst.

forpumping.

Months.

H. M
637:00
f>55:30
716:30
7O0:30
8l:30
May
156:00
June
6l6:00
July
726:30
August
September . 652:30
October
728:30
November - . 701 :30
December . . 721:00
January
February
March

Duty.

3,132,220
3,244,957
3.590.794
3.504,931
415.276
696,504
2,802,073
3,413,886
3,071,680
3,422,OJ2
3,289,186
3.372.876

81.9
82.5
83-5
83-3
84.9
71 i
75-8
78.3
78.4
78-3
78.1
77-9

459,240,270 459,240,270 12,015,7
64,828,260 478,925,670 12,177.1
82,537,170 53I.397.740 12,360.9
505,792,170 12,434.0
58,972,530 58,972,530 12,059.8
141,527,700
141,527,700 15,120.4
334,586,900 242,742,800 577,329,700 15,620.3
709,421,220 709,421,220 16,274.8
638,491,290 638,491,290 16,308.8
7IO,753.46o 710,753,460 16,248.9
676,325,870 676,325,870 16,068.5
679,720,020 679.720,020 15.7IO.I

414,097,410
531.397.740
423,255,000

Totals ... 7,093:00 33,956.415 .... 1,844,864,750 4,323,032,890 6,167,897,640

233,800 2,400
239, 500 I,0OO
263,900 600
255,600 800
31,100 26,000
HX>, I (» 23,900
419,500 I.OOO
549,200 2,000
481,200 1,200
531,800 1,800
521,200 1,800
531,100 I,8oo

236, 200
240,500
264,500
256,400
57,100
124,000
420,500
551, 200
482,400
533,600
523,000
532,900

4,158,000 64,300 4,222,300

I.70
I.70
I.80
i-75
1.80
2.80
3.00
325
325
3-30
3-25
3-25

20,870,094
2 1 , 246, 702
22,653,371
21,643,591
21,332,507
24,742,604
25,S04,39O
26,238,382
26.954,161
27.774,145
26,362,950
25,808,365

t46

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.
Year 18S3.
ofnAuvrmebevearge

Nofhuorunmubresr

moliunpertuiotnes.

rTevoltuaiolns

Tofnoumtbaelr ofpumped
cubic
feetwater

Tofcnuomtbaielrc feetofpwuamtepred
intotheriver.

monperth.

Tcofnoutmbaielcr feetofpwuamtepred

intothelake.

mopernth.

Aofnvuemrbaegrewaterfeetofcubic pmuinpermupte.d

sformuopermnetdh
Pofcoalouconnds cbhoialnegrisn.g

Pofcoalouconnds smuopermnetdh

Aheadofvweartaegre

Tofpcoalotuanlds cmonpersutmhed.

athegapiunmspt.

forpumping.

mopernth.

Months.

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September .
October
♦November.
December . .

Duty.

H. M.
608:30
462:00
237:30
586:30
529:00
690:00
588:30
662:30
450:00
447:55
207:45

2,826,660
2,149,416
1,525.744
2,641,622
2,534,659
3,167,858
2,746,643
3,o8l,7IO
2,029,343
1.967,431

7742
77-54
75-34
75.06
75.S4
76.51
77-78
77-52
74-95
73.20

903.359 72-47

Totals ... 5,470:00 25,574,443

450,900 2,800
350,100 3,000
247,500 13,600
426. 800 3,800
406, 2O0 8.200
517,700 2,000
444,200 I.OOO
514,800 1 ,600
344,000 4, 100
320,250 2,000
27.008
35,007,210 110,410,350 145.417.560 II.666.07 137.950 19,650

573,803,430
381,843,850
282,965,950
573.323.4/0
543,205,860
683,784,790
584,500,470
210,955,915 413,119,405
420,908,450
409,610, 290

573.803,430 15,716.33
381,843,850 I3.775-03
282.965,950 13,973.62
573.323.470 16,292.22
543,205,860 17,113.92
683,784.790 16,516.54
584,500,470 16,836.60
624,075,320 15,700.00
420,908,450 I5,554-63
409,610,290 15.241-34

453,700
353.IO0
26l,IO0
430,600
414,400
519,700
445,200
516,400
348,100
322,250
27,908
157,600

3-22
3.26
3.IO
3.IO
3.22
3-32
3-34
3.16
2.94
2.83

25,452,48S
22,316,818
20,997,568
25,796,893
26,380,352
27,301,393
27,437,m
23,86S,ioi
22,218,307
22,479,006

2.82 16,262,592

4,160,400 89,658 4,250,058

1,076,418,865 4,146,957,575 5,223,439,440

* Pumping out conduits, resetting boilers, and repairing engines.
Year 1884.

Months,

January
February .
March
April
May
June
.
July
August
September
October
November
December _
Totals .
Average

xiu o,E=
Je

i-Sl
Si"
ou

657:35
483:45
266:50
65:10
678:30
618:45
704:45
697:45
693:15
590:00
675:00
703:45

2,931,246
2,064,561
1,195,676
285,696
2,980,415
2,666,757
3,131,377
3,110,478
3.124,351
2,630,321
3,009,381
3,116,413

6,835:05

30, 246,672

J*£
E3"3
o 2■
CSC
«all
vu

74.29
69.12
74- 33
70-39
73.06
72.01
73.89
74.26
75-09
74-02
74- 36
73-79

73.22

0 -o •

o *a •
£0
-°~ uL BJ
r3- ojg
■3C 25u £u -o
2 3aS

_o "oV.
I?
oc 0 §2
3E 3c
".a
bfj ua-gs
Bu =« 2a feK
<o*

162,177,480

47,253,360
246,286,555
60,125,140
629,918,985
485,266,800
663,773,320
664,502,477
664,779,610
563,315,070
641,931,525
508,064,715

15,530.88
14.757-70
15,383-29
15, 377-27
15,473-32
15,274-23
15,679. 16
15,872.50
15,980.76
15,912-85
15,850. 16
15,873.11

1,237,829,305

5,175,217,557

1.1
laaa, a.e
Ug 21- 3o.
>i
2- 93
2.58
2.85
2.88
2.92
2.85
301
305
3- 10
305
3.06
3-05

612,770,880
381,091,795

81,789,150

:-94T5;

The Canal Pumping Works, at Bridgeport, were com
pleted and put in operation in 1883. The building is
located across the old channel of the Illinois & Michi
gan Canal, two hundred and sixty-five feet west of the
South Branch of the Chicago River. The influent
channel is sixty feet wide, dredged to a depth of ten
feet below city datum, the sides being vertical and
maintained by a strong timber dock. The effluent
channel is excavated to a depth of six feet below city
datum, the side slopes being paved with stone. The
machinery consists of four sets of pumps, eacli set being
composed of two centrifugal cataract-pumps placed in
a dry-well below the surface of the water in the river,
and driven directly by a vertical condensing compound
engine, the high-pressure cylinder being eighteen inches
in diameter, and the low-pressure cylinder thirty-four
inches in diameter, each having a stroke of thirty-four
inches. The pump-wheels are of cast-iron, six feet in

« e£
3 C &G
CrOC
cca
03 0-

Duty.

505,100
363.800
214,400
67,000
511,600
481,200
535,200
531,400
526,800
446. Soo
516,500
530,000

22,216,128
18,980,389
20,461,656
16,153,022
22,470,722
20,990,615
23,331,905
23,837,181
24,449,705
25,398,821
23,769,487
24,106,588

5,229,800
15,580.44

diameter. Each pump is coupled directly to the engine
crank-shaft. The engines are adapted for running at
high speed. There are eight horizontal return tubular
boilers, each six feet six inches in diameter, eighteen
feet long, and containing sixty tubes, each four and onehalf inches in diameter and eighteen feet long. The
boilers are capable of sustaining a pressure of eighty
pounds to the square inch, and are placed in two boilerhouses, one on each side of the influent channel. Each
set of boilers is connected with a nine-inch steam-pipe
in the engine-room. The machinery has a capacity for
raising sixty thousand cubic feet of water per minute to
a height of eight feet, and develops a duty of forty-five
million pounds of water raised one foot high for every
one hundred pounds of coal consumed. The total cost
of the works was $268,000. The operations in 1884
resulted in maintaining the water in the South Branch of
the river and in the canal in a satisfactory condition,
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besides improving canal navigation. The cost of operat
ing the works during the year was $32,584.78. The
operation of the pumps had no effect on the water in the
South Fork of the river, extending from the pumping
works to Thirty-ninth Street, and which is a general
cess-pool for the accumulations of refuse matter from
the Stock Yards' slaughter-houses. This putrid stream
is a nuisance, detrimental alike to the section through
which it passes and to the city at large, and no effectual
plan has yet been devised for cleansing it. The pumps
have discharged the full volume of water that could be
carried away by the canal without overflowing its banks,
the quantity being about forty thousand cubic feet a
minute, or about two-thirds the capacity of the works.
Colonel Jacob Thomas Foster, civil engineer, was born on
June 23, 1827, at Auburn, N. Y. He was educated at the Auburn
Academy, where he was graduated in 1846. He spent the follow
ing year as a rodman on the New York Central Railroad, and about
six months on the Erie Canal as assistant engineer. In the latter
part of 1848 he went to Milwaukee, Wis., and engaged as assistant
engineer on the Lake Shore Railroad, from that city to Chicago,
where he continued until its completion, about 1853. From there
he went to the Racine & Mississippi Railroad as assistant engineer,
and later was its engineer-in-charge, until the road reached Beloit,
Wis. He then engaged in the commission and lumber business at
Delavan, Wis. In 1856, he was appointed chief assistant engineer
of the Iowa Central Railroad, with main office at Lyons, Iowa,
running the lines for this road from the Mississippi to the Missouri
River. In 1S58, he was employed as assistant engineer on the
Southern Minnesota Railroad, and in 1S59, became cashier of the
Green Bay Hank, at LaCrosse, Wis. He subsequently organized,
under the militia laws of Wisconsin, a battery of light artillery, of
which he was made the captain. On the fall of Fort Sumter, he at
once tendered the services of himself and his battery to the Govern
ment, and the company was mustered into the United States service,
at Racine, as the First Wisconsin Battery, with Captain Foster as
its commander. While at Racine he organized a full regiment, of
twelve light batteries, and was commissioned its colonel by the
Governor of the State ; but finding that under existing orders from
the War Department he could not be mustered in as colonel of
artillery, he at once took the field with his* own battery, with the
rank of captain. The command went to Louisville, Ky. , and from
there, in the spring of 1862, was sent to Cumberland Gap, being
assigned to General G. W. Morgan's Division of the Army of the
Ohio. While General Braxton Bragg was investing Cumberland
Gap, Captain Foster improvised from the infantry a provisional
siege-battery of four 30-pounder Parrott rifled guns, officered with
temporary details from his own battery, which did excellent service.
The soldiers, for reasons best known to themselves, named this the
" Hog Eye Battery." About September 15, 1862, the Union forces
fell back to Greenupsburg, on the Ohio River. From there the
troops, with Captain Foster's battery, moved up the Ohio to the
Kanawha River, forcing the enemy to evacuate the Kanawha
Valley. Going thence to Cincinnati, he turned in his armament of
10-pounder Parrott rifles, and received six 20-pounders, with which
he went down the Mississippi to Young's Point, opposite Vicksburg, being assigned to the 13th Army Corps. As chief of artillery.
Captain Foster participated in the action at Chickasaw Bayou, about
December 27, 1862, and in the capture of Arkansas Post. He re
turned to Young's Point, and about April 1, 1863, was ordered to
Milliken's Bend. He participated in the fight at Port Gibson about
May i, 1863, and under General Grant, was in the actions at Rich
mond and Jackson, Miss., Champion Hills, and Black River Bridge.
At the latter place he was wounded in the head with a piece of shell
that destroyed the optic nerve of his right eye. He took part in the
siege of Vicksburg, during which his battery threw eighteen thou
sand shells into the city. He was next ordered, with the 13th Army
Corps, under Major-General Ord, to New Orleans, where he
refitted with four 30-pounder Parrott rifles, as a siege battery.
During the winter of 1863-64 he was stationed at Berwick's Bay,
returning in the spring to New Orleans, where his armament was
exchanged for six 10-pounder 3-inch rifles, and his battery constituted
a horse artillery ("flying") battery. He accompanied MajorGeneral Banks on the Red River expedition, returning to New
Orleans upon its disastrous conclusion. In the celebration at New
Orleans, on July 4, 1864, Captain Foster's battery was given the
post of honor — the head of the column — by General R. J. Arnold,
chief of artillery of the department, for the greatest proficiency in
drill, discipline, military appearance, etc., the award being made
after comparison with about thirty light batteries stationed in and
about the city. Captain Foster was then given command of a
Camp of Instruction for Artillery at Carrollton, La., and in August,
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1864, was detailed as chief of artillery of the Department of the Gulf,
relieving General Arnold. On October 1, 1864, the term of service
of his battery having expired, he was ordered to Madison, Wis.,
and mustered out, but was immediately commissioned lieutenantcolonel of the 1st Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, and ordered to
Washington, where his regiment was then serving in garrison, being
mustered into service the latter part of December. He was soon
sent to Lexington, Ky. , to report to General Burbridge, and was by
him assigned to duty as post commander at Smithland, Ky., and
charged with the organization of colored troops. From thence he
he went to Camp Nelson, Ky., on the same service, remaining
until October 1865, when he was honorably mustered out at Louis
ville, Ky. Colonel Foster came at once to Chicago, and opened
an office as civil engineer. In 1867, he became chief engineer
of the Cook County Drainage Commission, and. in 1868, was
appointed chief engineer of the towns of Lake and Cicero, retaining
this position until the fire of 1871, after which he went East and
engaged in lumbering in the Adirondack region, in NewYork. In the spring of 1874 he returned to Chicago, and was made
chief engineer of the town of Lake, which he retained until August,
1883. In November, 1884, he was elected county surveyor of
Cook County. Colonel Poster is a member of Englewood
Lodge, A.F.&A.M.; of the Chapter, R.A.M., of Englewood;
Apollo Commandery, No. I, K.T.; Normal Lodge, No. 509,
I.O.O.F.; Englewood Union Veteran Club; Chicago Union Veteran
Club; and Lincoln Post, G.A.R., Department of Illinois. He was
married in 1849 to Miss S. M. Page, of Ozaukee, Wis., who died in
Hokah, Minn., in 1866. They had three children, — J. Frank,
Sarah Genevieve, and Clark Harold. In 1869, he married Mrs.
Annie Barber, at Brewerton, Oneida Co., N. Y.
COMPTROLLER'S DEPARTMENT.
In 1 87 1, with a population of 306,605, the valuation
of the real and personal property of the City of Chi
cago was $289,746,470, an increase of $13,759,920 over
the preceding year. The tax levy for 1871, was
$2,987,464.70, and the bonded indebtedness amounted
to $14,103,000. In 1872, although the tax levy exceeded
that of 1871 by nearly 50 per cent., the property valua
tion had decreased $5,549,040. The valuation upon
which the city tax levy was based showed a large in
crease in 1873 and 1874. In 1875, the State Board of
Equalization was created by Act of the Legislature, and
this supervising body made a sweeping reduction in the
figures, and its schedule of valuations have since been
operative.
After the adoption of the new city charter, on April
23. 1875, Mayor Colvin appointed S. S. Hayes as city
comptroller. The city's revenues and expenditures
having outgrown primitive financial management, when
Mr. Hayes assumed this office he looked upon it as an
exclusive department of financiering, in which the in
cumbent should exercise experience and abilities of the
highest order, and devise ways and means to control
and direct the finances of the city in a manner which
did not admit of suggestion or interference on the part
of other city officials. Although Mr. Hayes had a
splendid record as a financier, and his abilities had
been recognized in many responsible positions, his
policy provoked constant criticisms in the press ; more
especially his plan to draw upon successive tax levies
by means of treasury warrants. The heavy taxes and
the antagonism aroused by opposition to his policy ;
threats of repudiation of taxes on the part of citizens
and the consequent critical financial state of the city,
were among the leading causes that brought about the
political revolution that resulted in the election of Hon.
Thomas Hoyne as mayor, in April, 1876. An account
of the complications which followed is given in the po
litical history. All of the city officials, except Comp
troller Hayes, recognized Mr. Hoyne as mayor after he
had been inaugurated by the new Council. Mr. Hoyne
named R. P. Derrickson for comptroller, and he was
confirmed by the Council, but Mr. Hayes refused to
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surrender the books, records and funds of his office.
The city treasurer thereupon declined to honor warrants
drawn by either or both comptrollers. A compromise
was effected, Mr. Derrickson agreeing to relinquish his
claims upon the office, if Mr. Hayes would do the same,
both withdrawing upon the appointment by the mayor
of John A. Farwell, and his confirmation by the Coun
cil as comptroller. Mr. Farwell assumed the office
June 22, 1876, and immediately instituted measures to
extricate the city from its difficulties.
By reason of the inability of the city to collect the
taxes of 1871-72-73 and 1874, on account of the fire
losses and subsequent business stagnation, and the
complications above noted, the credit of the city be
came materially impaired. A large amount of city
funds were also lost through the failure of Duncan,
Sherman & Co., bankers, of New York, and the defal
cation of George Von Hollen, city collector, not to
speak of the defalcation of City Treasurer Gage in
1872-73, which involved over $500,000. The uncol
lected taxes amounted to nearly $100,000, for 187 1 ;
over $250,000, for 1872 ; more than $500,000, for 1873 ;
nearly $r,500,000, for 1874; over $1,000,000, for 1875 ;
and more than $4,000,000, for 1876. The deficit in the
accounts of ex-officials of the department of collections,
at this date, amounted to $586,920.76. The bonded
debt was $13,436,000; of which $3,601,000 was muni
cipal, $2,637,000 sewerage, $621,000 for river improve
ments, and $4,577,000 water indebtedness. Through
the advice of Mayor Hoyne to the "reform" Council,
and with the co-operation of the heads of departments
with the comptroller, measures of economy and re
trenchment were devised.
The fiscal year was
changed ; the expensive office of the tax commissioner
and his assistants was abolished ; the tax levies were
placed in the hands of the county collector for collec
tion; and efforts were made to meet matured, unpaid
and protested obligations, as well as to create a surplus
fund which would do away with the necessity of issuing
tax warrants. Many wealthy merchants and several of
the banks, notably the American Exchange National
Bank, of New York, and C. B Blair, president of the Mer
chants' National, of Chicago, came to the assistance of
the city. Mr. Blair, at this time, may safely be accred
ited with saving the credit of the City of Chicago.
The annexed table shows in detail, by city divisions,
the valuation, taxes levied, and the bonded indebted
ness for each year from 1871 to 1884, inclusive:

Year.

Under a rigorous system of retrenchment, and
superior financial management, by 1877, the floating
liabilities had been greatly reduced, and the bonded
debt lessened some $72,000. An Act was passed by the
General Assembly for the collection of the unpaid taxes
of 1873 and 1874, which had been levied under the City
Tax Act and extended by the County Clerk. Notwith
standing the July labor riots, which cost the city over
$30,000, a healthier financial tone prevailed.
In the ensuing year, the disorder consequent on de
linquent taxes was partially adjusted. The personal
property tax of the South Division was declared illegal
by the Supreme Court, but the city obtained judgment
for the greater portion of the uncollected taxes of 1873
and 1874,—a defect in the appropriation ordinances
causing the rejection of sixteen per cent, of the levy of
1873, and of foarteen per cent, of that of 1874. The
city abandoned, as worthless, the personal property tax
cases of 1871, 1872, 1875 and 1876, amounting to
$602,382.06, and closed a disastrous account of de
linquency and litigation with the total loss through
failures, removals, double assessments, and various other
causes, of $1,117,986.16. The city, however, was com
pelled to issue more tax warrants to tide over its diffi
culties. These were drawn on the city treasury, payable
from the taxes of 1878, and through them the entire
annual expenses were met.
On July 17, 1878, the City Council passed an
affirmatory ordinance, recognizing the office of City
Comptroller and other offices created under the new
charter; legalizing all of the acts of the various in
cumbents, and fixing the comptroller's official bond in the
penal sum of $100,000. The ordinance also made the
term of the comptroller expire on the second Monday
in December, 1879. Under and by virtue of this ordi
nance, Mayor Monroe Heath, on June 19, 1878, re
appointed John A. Farwell to serve out the balance of
the term, and this appointment was confirmed by the
Council on July 8, 1878. Mr. Farwell served until
May 1, 1879, when he resigned, and Mayor Harrison
appointed Theodore Tuthill Gurney to the office.
During the year 1878, the bonded debt was reduced
$307,000, of which $255,000 was represented by water
bonds, being the first retirement of the same in the
history of the city, with the exception of those destroyed
in 1 87 1, which belonged to the sinking fund.
Between this year and 1884, the property valuations
averaged $125,000,000, the total tax about $4,000,000,

West Division.
South Division.
North Division.
Popula
tion. Valuation of Valuation Valuation of Valuation Valuation of Valuation
personal real estate. of personal real estate. of personal
real estate. ofproperty.
property.
property.

395.4US
407,661
436,731
503,298
560,693
629,985

il IO,66l, 940
IM.273 540
126,669 660
123,366, 620
63.041, 441
63.274i 310!
55.453. 480
49.485 276)
40.792 201
41,666, 451
41,900 456
45.502
50,097, 79:
52.179. 74

07,360!
27. 434.34o|
35 660,415
33. 398,290!
33 217,059)
26 172,921
23, 321,738
■<>, 672,590)
17. 733,478
19 500,025
HI 283,962
20 002,445
477,626
6l3o65

i 87,644,630 I 9 355
95,768,880 15.507
102,827,480 10,0.51
100,843,230 9.294
48,366,069 9.3S4
49,914,387 7.575
44,199.520) 6,722
38,654,273, 6,121
35,983,012 6,918
34,87I.4S2 6,658
35,410,247 5,262
35,863,654! 7.452
36,986,133 8,163
38.594.3S3 8,055

560 §38, 592,080
710 29, 112,470
660 33, 472,680
100 34, 339,46o
216 1 < . . 493,465
482 iS 033,763
270I 16, 429,533
204 16, 280,504
693 (4, 377,016
841 1 2, 494,022
552 12, 7S8.342
908 1-1 513.438
172 14, 512,861
480 14, 512, S61

784,900
100,490
4qI,IOO
463,440
261,996
067,315
273,615
767.5SI
165,635
942,822
693,887
023.184
992,919
051,492

Total
Valuation.

Bonded
Total tax. I indebtedness.

.746,470 S2.897.464
i97.43o| 4,262,961
312 072,995 5.617,313
3°3 705.140] 5,466,692
173 764,246) 5,108,981.
I6S 037.178 4,046,805.
148 400,148 4,013,410,
13» 981,436 3,778,856.
117 970,035 3.776,888
"7 133.643 3,899,126.
119 I5L95I 4,136,608
125 358.537 4.227,402
133 230,504 4 540,506.
137 007,524! 4.872.456

$14,103,000
I3,544,ooo
13,478,000
13,456,000
13,457,000
13,436,000
13,364,000
13,057,000
13,043,000
12,752,000
12,752,000
12,752,000
12,751,500
12,751,500
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and the bonded indebtedness about $12,500,000. In
the latter year, the bonded indebtedness was $12,750,500,
while the revenue for corporate purposes aggregated
$4,516,508.08, the total tax being $4,872,456; and, with
a population of 629,985, the total valuation was
$137,326,980, includingthe real and personal valuation of
railroads, amounting to $3,279,108. A material increase
in revenue was obtained from the effects of the new liquor
license law, the sum received from that source in 1884 be
ing $1,506,937, an increase of $1,120,973 over the pre
ceding year. This new system of license partially
overcame the legislation of 1874, which took from
municipalities the control of their financial needs, and
the limitations imposed by the Act of 1879, confining
taxation for municipal purposes to two per cent, upon
the assessed valuation.
In 1884, the valuation per capita, in Chicago, was
$217.97, the debt $20.24, and the tax $7.73, being
lower than that of any large city in the United States.
On December 31, 1884, there was a balance in the
city treasury of $1,575,041.46. The funded debt in
detail was as follows:
House of Correction bonds
$ 239,000
Tunnel bonds
-.
604,000
City Hall bonds
325,000
School construction bonds
51,000
School bonds
1,105,000
Outstanding city bonds
1,152,000
Total Municipal debt
$3,566,000
Sewerage bonds
.$2,630,500
River Improvement bonds
2,608,000
Total Sewerage debt
5,230,500
Water bonds
$ i33.5°o
Other bonds
3,823,000
Total Water debt
3,955,ooo
Total bonded debt (net)
$12,751,500
The following are the names of the comptrollers
and members of the finance committees of the Council
since 1870 :
1870-71—George Taylor, comptroller ; Aldermen Thomas
Wilce, J. E. Otis, John Buehler, M. A. Devine, Richard Somers,
finance committee. 1871-72—A. H. Burley, comptroller; finance
committee, W. B. Bateham, L. L. Bond, J. E. Otis, M. D. Ogden,
C. T. Bowen. 1872-73 — A. H. Burluy, comptroller; finance
committee, L. L. Bond, M. D. Ogden, J. H. McAvoy, J. W.
McGennis, George Sherwood. 1873-74 — S. S. Hayes, comp
troller; finance committee, J. J. McGrath, Jesse Spalding, Thomas
Lynch, Louis Schaffner, Monroe Heath. 1874-73—S. S. Hayes,
comptroller ; finance committee, Monroe Heath, B. Quirk, R. B.
Stone, Thomas Lynch, Louis Schaffner. /87s — S. S. Hayes,
comptroller ; finance committee, Monroe Heath, B. Quirk, R. B.
Stone, Thomas Lynch, Louis Schaffner. 1S76—J. A. Farwell,
comptroller; finance committee, S. H. McCrea, J. H. Briggs,
Jacob Rosenberg, D. K. Pearsons, Jacob Lengacher. 1877—J. A.
Farwell, comptroller; finance committee, D. K. Pearsons, Jacob
Rosenberg, A. G. Throop, M. Schweistha!, S. G. Seaton. 1878—
J. A. Farwell, comptroller ; finance committee, *0. K. Pearsons,
A. G. Throop, S. G. Seaton, M. Schweisthal. P. Sanders. 1870-S0
—Theodore T. Gurney, comptroller ; Aldermen Throop, Stauber,
McCormick, Sanders and Phelps, finance committee. 1880-81—
Theodore T. Gurney, comptroller; Aldermen Swift, McCormick,
Cullerton, Watkins and Sanders, finance committee. 1881-82—
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Theodore T. Gurney, comptroller ; Aldermen Burley, Cullerton,
Phelps, Sanders and I)ean, finance committee. 1S82-S3—Theodore
T. Gurney, comptroller ; Aldermen Blair, Cullerton, White, San
ders and Quinn, finance committee. 1883-84—Theodore T. Gur
ney, comptroller; Aldermen Wickersham, Cullerton, Quinn, Fossand
Bond, finance committee. 1884-83—Theodore T. Gurney, comp
troller ; Aldermen E. F. Cullerton, F. Lawler, Patrick Sanders,
J. T. Noyes, Thomas X. Bond, finance committee.
Patrick J. Howard, assistant city treasurer, was born at
Kingstown, Dublin Co., Ireland, on January 5, 1847. In 1849,
his father emigrated to New York City, where his wife and son
joined him the next year. In 1854, they moved to Chicago. Their
first home was at the corner of Quincy and Market streets, where
young Howard had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with
the worst specimens of the mud and ' ' pavements " of primitive
Chicago. The gas works being only a block distant, he acquired
some knowledge of their operations, which perhaps influenced his
choice of a trade in later years. The first tuition he received was at
St. Mary's School, corner of Madison Street and Wabash Avenue.
He then attended St. Patrick's School, corner of I>esplaines and
Adams streets, when the institution occupied the original wooden
building. His next instruction was at the Jesuit School, corner of
Eleventh and Aberdeen streets, after which he became a messenger
boy to a physician and clerk in a grocery. When seventeen years
of age he commenced to learn the trade of a gas-fitter with R. D.
McFarland. The day before the great fire he took charge of the
Elgin gasworks, in which position he remained until 1875, when
he returned to Chicago and connected himself with the special
assessment office. He was elected City Clerk for two terms, from
1879 to 18S3 ; and at the conclusion of his service was appointed
assistant to City Treasurer Dunphy. He was married in July, 1872,
to Alice E. Messenger, of Elgin. They have had six children, five
of whom are still living,—three girls and two boys.
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.
Through the zeal and energy of the Superintendent
and his assistants, in two weeks after the fire the schools
were again in operation, and every pupil was in some
way provided with a seat. Scholars from the burned
districts went into others which the fire had spared,
those on the North Side finding accommodations in the
Newberry and Lincoln schools. The Board at once set
about the work of reconstruction. The Pearson-street
school was the first to be occupied, and by the close of
the school year, ending with June, 1873, the Jones,
Kinzie, Franklin and Ogden school-buildings were com
pleted. The Jones building was, however, occupied but
one year, being burned in 1874. The High-school
building, of which the city took possession for the use
of the courts, continued to be occupied for that purpose
until January, 1872. It has taxed the resources of the
Board to keep pace with the growing demand for
school-buildings, an increase of four thousand pupils
each year requiring from four to five new buildings to
contain them. During 1884, there were from twelve to
fifteen thousand children who could attend school but
half a day, one portion going in the morning, and the
other in the afternoon ; but the accommodations are
now much better, large appropriations for school-build
ings having been made during the past few years, as
will be seen by reference to the accompanying table,
showing the work of construction since the fire:

1
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Buildings.

When
erected.

Material.

No. of stories.

Size.

How heated.

No. of
sittings.

1880

Brick
Wood
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Wood
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Wood

Three
Two
Three
Three
Three
Four
Three
Four
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Two
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Two

107 X 88

Steam
Stoves
Steam
Furnaces
Furnaces
Furnaces
Steam
Steam
Furnaces
Furnaces
Steam
Steam
Furnaces
Steam
Furnaces
Furnaces
Furnaces
Steam
Stoves
Furnaces
Furnaces
Steam
Furnaces
Furnaces
Stoves

735
454
945
758
754
1,020
754
976
1,004
756
945
603
751
945
703
745
753
770
84
700
761
945
756
1,018
220

West Division High
Archer Avenue _
Division and Cleaver Street
Franklin

1879
1873
1875
1872
1872
1375
1873
1872
1879
1875
1875
1880
1872
1872
1874
1879

_

King

Nickersonvi.le
Oakley

-

1874
1873
1878
1873
1874

Vedder Street
Ward...

Erected.
Buildings.

soft«ori.
•1
«a

BrickBrick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
Brick
BrickBrick
Brick
Wood

70 X
70 X
20 X
70 X
60 X
io7^x
70 X
70 X
30 X

No.of to l-ro t

88
81
84
72
75
84
81
82
84
Qi
84
84
82
82
84
84
24
84
94
84
82
84
50

ofsitir
Value of
How heated. buildings.

0
55
North Division High
1883
South Division High
1884
Cottage Grove
— 1881
Huron Street
1881
1884
Irving
Jackson Street, W.
1881
1880
LaSalle
Lawndale
1882
Oak Street
1880
Ogden
1884
Sangamon Street
1882
Thirteenth Street. W
1880
Wallace Street
issi
Walsh
1882
Webster
1S83
Wells
1883
Wicker Park
1881
Wicker Park, Holstcin Br. —

107 X
71 X
70 X
91 X
84 X
76 X
71 X
6y^x
107 y2x
62 X
70 X
107 'Ax
(X)</2X

123 X
135 x
107 >2x
70 X
117 X
107 i{x
ioy/2x
85 x
70 X
132 X
89 X
70 X
it>7^x
86 x
n6j£x
118 X
107 y2x
26 X

83
96
84
84
89
84
84
77
84
82
79 52
84
84
78^
86
90
84
45

Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Two
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
Three
One

t
15
18
15
12
15
15
15
8
12
12
12
12
'5
12
15
15
15
2

0
7,
624
864
945
756
945
945
945
504
756
763
756
756
945
756
945
945
945
126

Steam
Steam
Steam
Steam
Furnaces
Steam
Steam
Furnaces
Steam
Furnaces
Furnaces
Steam
Steam
Furnaces
Furnaces
Furnaces
Steam
Stoves

$58,000
80,000
40,000
35,OO0
47,500
40,000
40,000
28,000
35,O00
52.50°
35,000
35,000
40,000
35.OO0
45,O00
47.5O0
40,000
I.OOO

Value, including
heating apparatus
and furniture.
§37,000
1,850
37,000
26,500
26.5OO
27,000
30,000
42,000
27,000
26,250
37,000
30,500
26,250
37,000
26,250
26,250
26,250
29,500
300
26,500
26,250
37,000
26,250
26,750
1,350

00
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

Total value,
of including
Value of Value
heating
heating apparatus
furniture. apparatus.
and
furniture.

(■0 S2.SOO
cx> 2,500
00 2,000
00 1,500
00 2,000
00 2,000
00 2,000
00 1,200
00 1,500
00 3,000
00 2,000
00 I,5°0
00 2,000
00 2,000
00 2,000
00 2,000
00 2,000
<_K > 125

OO $7,000
(X) 8,000
OO 6,000
OO 4,500
00 1,800
OO 6,000
00 6,000
(XI 1,200
(K) 4,500
OO 2,250
00 2,000
00 4,500
00 6,000
00 2,OO0
00 I,8oo
00 I,8oo
00 6,000
00
50

00 $67,500
(X) 90,500
00 48,000
00 41,000
00 51,300
00 48,000
00 48,000
(XI 30,400
LX1 41,000
00 57,750
00 39,000
00 41,000
00 48,000
00 39,000
00 48,800
00 51,300
00 48,000
00 1,175

OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
00
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
00
OO
OO
OO
00
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The location, size and value of the various school sites are shown in the annexed table :
Schools.

Location

♦High School
•Normal
West Division High
Archer Avenue.Armour Street
-.
{Brighton
Brown
Burr...
Calumet Avenue
Carpenter
{Central Park
Clarke- Cottage Grove
Division and Cleaver Street .
Dore
Douglas
Elizabeth Street
Foster
Fourteenth Street, West
•Franklin
-Haven
Hayes
1 1 olden
{1 luron Street
Jones
King
Kinzie
—
{LaSalle
,
Lincoln
Lincoln Street
Marquette .Moseley
Newberry
Nickersonville
Oakley
Oak Street
Ogden
Pearson Street
Pickard
Polk Street
Raymond
Sangamon Street
•Scammon
—
Sheldon
{Sheridan
Skinner
Third Avenue
Throop
Vedder Street
{Wallace Street
Walsh Street
Ward
Warren Avenue
Washington
Wells
Wentworth Avenue
West Thirteenth
Wicker Park
Branch ot Wicker Park
|Lot
{Lot
§Lot
I Lot

Monroe Street, near Halsted
Southeast corner Monroe and Morgan streets...
Archer Avenue, corner Fuller Street (triangular)
Southeast corner Armour Street and Bickerdike Square
35th Street, between Lincoln Street and Winchester Avenue. .
Warren Avenue, between Page and Wood streets.
Ashland Avenue, corner Waubansia
Calumet Avenue, near 26th Street
Rucker Street, corner Huron
Walnut Street, corner Kedzie Avenue
Ashland Avenue, between 13th Street and 13th Place
Douglas Avenue, near Cottage Grove.
Division Street corner Cleaver
Harrison Street, near Halsted
Forest Avenue, corner 32d Street
Lake Street, corner Elizabeth
Union Street, between O'Brien and Dussold streets
West Fourteenth Street, near Union
Division Street, corner Sedgwick.
Wabash Avenue, between 14th and 6th streets
Leavitt Street, between Walnut and Fulton streets
Deering Street, corner 31st
Huron Street, corner Franklin
Harrison Street, corner Third Avenue
Harrison Street, near Western Avenue
Ohio Street, corner LaSalle
Hammond Street, corner Eugenie
I.arrabee Street, between Belden and Fullerton avenues
Ohio Street, corner Lincoln
Southwest corner Wood and Congress streets
Michigan Avenue, corner 24th Street
Willow Street, corner Orchard
—
Sophia Street, corner Lewis
Southeast corner Oakley Avenue and Ohio Street
Oak Street, corner. Milton Avenue
Chestnut Street, between State and Dearborn
Pearson Street, near Market
Hinman Street, corner Oakley
Polk Street, near Union
-.
Southeast corner Wabash Avenue and Eda Street
Sangamon Street, corner Indiana
Madison Street, near Union
—
State Street, corner Elm
27th Street, corner Wallace
Jackson Street, corner Aberdeen
Third Avenue, near 12th Street
Throop Street, between iSth and 19th streets
Vedder Street, near Halsted
Wallace Street, corner 35th
20th Street, corner Johnson
Garibaldi Street, corner 27th
Warren Avenue and L, C. & C. R. R
Morgan Street, between Erie and 4th streets
Ashland Avenue, corner Cornelia Street
Wentworth Avenue, corner 20th Street- .13th Street, between Center Avenue and Throop Street
Evergreen Avenue, between Robey Street and Hoyne Avenue.
Cortland Street, between Leavitt and Oakley streets
Jackson Street, near California Avenue
Lime Street, near 27th
Wabash Avenue, corner 24th Street
Fourth Avenue, near 12th Street

Total valuation of School Sites.
• Lots belong to the School Fund.
§ Lot under lease.

IO

Size of Lot.
253 x 186
118 x 125
23s x 320
170 x 150
867 x 134
266 X 122
298 x 298
146 x 182
205 x 213
209 x 150
264 x 144
200 x 231
149 x 125
200 X III
12S'/2\ 250
207 x 165
2O0 x 173
200 x 173
18: x 264
I50 x 170
267 x 124
200 x 262
162 X 100
175 X 100
I96 x 158
I99 X 100
200 x 125
I50J4.X 297
2l6 x 123J4
241 x 125.87
I99 x 179
2O0 x 148^
195 x 125
20J x 125
x 168 J£
178 J£x 106^
239 x 108
200 X 122
150 x 120
130. 9X 162^
200 x 116
203 x 205
200 x 150
200 x 124.9
145 x 189
147 x 104
108 x 125
153/4* 197
2(H) x 125
158 x 239
«75 x 125
120 X 126
217 x 116
250 x 130
200 x 124
175 x 124
262XX 167
145 X 100
200 X 121
275 x 109
200 x 193
144 x 104'A

$ 21,543
17,000
10,000
8,500
5.340
26,600
29,800
11,440
10,650
5,000
15,840
30,000
11.175
16,000
21,250
12,420
17,000
17,000
32,000
22,500
20,025
12,680
13,460
21,875
8,920
19,900
8,500
7,500
6,480
18,075
50,(XX)
20,000
6,825
5.075
11,500
10,680
19,120
6,000
11,250
16,362
20,000
71,967
22,500
8,500
18,325
11,025
7,920
7,675
4,000
9,480
8,750
6,040
10,850
20,000
10,000
5,250
10,490
2,880
6,000
8,500
40,000
10,800

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
CKJ
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
IJO
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
CXI
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
<jO
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$956,237 50
t No buildings yet erected on these sites.
I Part of original Third Avenue School Lot.

% Buildings now being erected on these sites.
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The income of the schools from 1872 to 1884, has been derived from the sources indicated in the accompa
nying table :
Receipts.
From
tax school
fund.

Year ending
June 28, 1872
June 27, 1873
June 26, 1874
June 25, 1875
|uly 31, 1876
July 31, 1877.
July 31, 1878
July 31. 18719
June 30, 1880
|une 30, 1881
July 31, 1882.
June 30, 18S3
June 30, 1884

t 303,802
452,651
434,076
765,968
620,842
530,957
408,449
641,783
1,025,116
925,330
1.114,985
1,098,019
1,079,097

■*

-

From
Stale fund.
53
69
67
21
52
OO
44
41
48
26
70
31
99

$ 30.484
47,608
74.021
109,044
120,580
112,983
132,922
78,513
102,367
150,000
155.394
162,735
148,641

17
39
33
40
78
91
43
49
30
00
26
40
19

From
rents and inter
ests.
$ 61,002
77 068
119.032
91,684
109,424
120,684
118,839
120,578
124,636
184.679
169,978
172,552
170,101

From
other sources.

71
15
01
58
82
97
59
93
16
77
47
32
38

3,125
1,027
78
1,949
1,495
16,762
1,226
1. 519

60
°3
50
5°
30
12
29
«

The expenditures during the same period, with number of teachers and pupils, cost, etc., were as follows :
Expenditures.
ZM
5
31
Hi
°*2
1)g fte-:o

•3■u *"°
a. c

t3. § 1

a
<

■; 3 fi: V*

nit
A
1■3
83 3

wExfr
u -a 1.a
St1J3!
*■* y *

o—

0
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

477 24.539
560 28,832
635 32,676
696 34.983
758 38,081
726 39.494
800 41. 5"9
851 43.740
895 45.075
954 47.523
016 51,022
104 55.889
192 59.373

$378,670
430,462
492,893
552.327
588,721
450,252
490,462
529,164
5S3.037
640,233
696,428
771,065
843.265

M
>?
i=
15
11
11
19
11
13
13
13
14

$25,980
30,351
33,214
33,896
33-9'5
27.3f>3
19,062
25.517
22,076
40.744
36,942
4LI37
41,128

$27,956
3",446
34.589
37,445
42,175
40,699
38 567
41.334
44.965
49.786
56,451
62,428
69.173

20 $46,837
32,44'
07 27,945
"1 38,424
oo| 45,815
7-1 33 306
39 31,416
= .3 34.695
48 41.456
90 42.320
83 52,635
1 85 49,851
I 861 50,425

Board of Education.— By section eight of the
School Law, approved April 1, 1872, the composition
of the Board of Education, which comprised twenty
members, one from each ward, was entirely changed
and its powers materially enlarged.
The officers of the Board, since 187 1, have been as
follows :
Presidents — Eben F. Runyan, 1871-72; William H. King,
1872-74; John C. Richberg, 1874-76; William K. Sullivan, 1876-78;
William H. Wells, 1878-80; Martin A. DeLany, 1880-82; Nor
man Bridge, 18S2-83; Adolf Kraus, 1883-S4; James R. Doolittle,
Jr., 1884-85; Adolf Kraus, 1885. Secretaries—Josiah L. Pickard,
1864-77; Duane Doty, 1877-81; George Howland, 1881-85. School
Agent—Charles C. Chase, 1865-85. Clerk—Shepherd Johnston,
1860-S5. Attorneys—James Goggin, 1874-76; W. W. Perkins,
1876-78; Richard W. Rickaby, 1878-82; William J. English,
1882-84; Michael J. Dunne, 18S4-85. Building and Supply Agent
—James Ward, 1863-82. Superintendents of Schools—Josiah I..
Pickard, 1S64-77; Duane Doty, 1877-81 ; George Howland", 1S81-85.
Assistant Superintendents—Francis Hanford, 1870-75; Duane Doty,
'875-77; Edward C. Delano, 1877-85; John C. Burroughs, second
assistant, 1884-85.
John Wentwortii.— It is germane to the early history of the
Board to mention the connection of Hon. John Wentworth there
with. He is the oldest member now living, having been appointed
as early as 1838. The Board was originally styled "School In
spectors." When not in Congress or in the Mayor's office, Mr.
Wentworth was continued a member, almost uninterruptedly, until

V 470.444
524,702
588,643
662,093
710,628
551.621
579.50S
630, 711
691 536
773.o84
842.458
924.483
1,003,993

$19
18
17
18
18
13
13
14
15
16
16
16
16

54 $117,158
20 134.834
96 141.654
93 150.393
66 160, 199
97 163,246
94 152,817
42 132,163
34 145.568
29 ■53,189
51 192,509
54 208,411
90I 221,385

730.297
812,487
870.827
714,867
732,326
762,874
837,104
926,274
1,034,967
1,132,894
1.225,378

I a. ■ k 4
7_ I '
$24
22
22
23
22
18
17
17
is
19
20
20
20

31
87
2s
23
87
10
62
44
57
50
28
27
64

the expiration of his term after the great fire of 1871. While a
member of the School Board, Mr. Wentworth distinguished himself
as the opponent of all extravagance and for his exposure of all the
various rings that characterize those bodies in making money out of
the purchase of real estate, heating-apparatus, furniture and schoolbooks. He particularly resisted the efforts of the banks to avoid
payment of par money for School Board deposits, and every con
cession to the banks was made in spite of his violent denunciation.
While, through his newspaper, the Chicago Democrat, as well as in
official position, he advocated liberal appropriation for school pur
poses, he was, in every sense of the word, for making a public dol
lar perform all the functions of a private dollar. It required bold
ness, at that time, to originate and defend the construction of the
first brick school-house in our city (the Dearborn, on the north side
of Madison Street, between State and Dearborn streets), and yet it
was built for less money, in proportion to its size, than any one
ever built in the city. It was disposed of for other than school
purposes before the great fire, there being no longer need of a schoolhouse in that locality. Mr. Wentworth became interested in the
town of Lyons in 1854, and he found that no portion of the section
of land in that town, usually set apart by Congress for school pur
poses, had been sold; and he has used all his efforts, amid great
opposition, to keep it in that condition. It is now the only entire
section of six hundred and forty acres, in the State of Illinois, de
voted expressly to school purposes. The sale has often been at
tempted by speculators, and as often successfully resisted by Mr.
Wentworth. It is now generally understood that while he lives the
section must remain intact, and he is looking forward to the day
when the tract will be worth a million of dollars.
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John F. Eherhart is one of Chicago's old citizens, and is
well known for his connection with educational affairs. Mr. Eberhart was born in Mercer, I'enn., on January 21, 1829, and lived
there until he was eight years old. The family then moved to Big
Bend, Penn., where the lad farmed and attended winter school until
he was sixteen. He then went to Oil Creek (now known as Oil
City), and taught school one winter. Following that, he attended
two terms at Cottage Hill Academy at Ellsworth. Ohio. After
another winter's teaching at Big Bend, he went to Alleghany Col
lege, Meadville, Penn., and graduated in 1853. He then took

JOHN F. EBERHART.
charge of Berlin Seminary ; but two years of overwork compelled
him to relinquish his position in 1S55. Coming West, he settled at
Dixon, 111. After a brief period of rest he bought the Dixon Tran
script, and edited it Jor six months. Subsequently he spent some
time holding Teachers' Institutes, and, in the fall of 1857, came to
Chicago. Mr. Eberhart may justly be proud of his record as an
educator. In the fall of 1858, he was elected county school com
missioner, an office afterward changed to that of county superin
tendent of schools; he was three times re-elected, holding the office
for ten years. Before his election to this office the schools of the
county had never had any county supervision, and it was during his
term of office, and through his personal effort, that the schools were
first lifted to a higher condition of excellence, and system and
method introduced. He devoted all of his time to the duties of the
office, traveling the county over from end to end, visiting the differ
ent schools, and addressing the people, to create a greater interest
in education. The first Cook County Teachers' Institute was held
by him at Oak Park in i860. Mr. Eberhart was also the founder
of the Cook County Normal School. It was through his zealous
and persistent efforts, continued through a number of years, that
the school was first established. He framed the bill providing for
County Normal Schools, carried it to Springfield, and secured its
passage by the Legislature. Until this action, nothing had been
done in that direction, and to him all credit is due for the time and
labor expended. For a short time previous to his election as com
missioner, he edited and owned the Northwestern Home and School
Journal, which was afterward merged in the Illinois Teacher. Soon
after his retirement from office, he engaged in dealing in real estate,
to which he has since devoted his attention. He was married on
December 25, 1864, to Matilda C. Miller, of this city. They have
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six children,— Maud Winnifred, John Joseph, Frederick Nathan
iel, Mary Evangeline, Grace Josephine, and Wilfred. Mr. Eber
hart and family are members of the People's Church, whose pastor,
Dr. Thomas, was one of his old pupils. In fact, it was through
Mr. Eberhart that Dr. Thomas was first induced to come to
this city.
Charles McDonnell. — This gentleman, was early promi
nently identified with, and interested in, school matters in this city.
In the State School Convention, held here in October, 1846, he was
an earnest and eloquent advocate in the cause of pure and thorough
education. He was also one of the earliest mem
bers of the Board of Education. A sketch of Mr.
McDonnell appears in the second volume of this
History, wherein the date of rjis death is errone
ously given as on April 16, 1865, whereas it occurred
on April 16, 1885; one of the causesfor which was,
presumptively, a stroke of paralysis he suffered in
February, 1881.
Changes by the Board.—On Sep
tember 28, 1875, that part of section 69,
Rules of the Board, which provided for
the reading of the Scriptures and repeat
ing the Lord's Prayer in the schools, was
struck out. The subject had not been
agitated, nor had it been previously con
sidered in the Board ; but at the meeting
referred to, a motion was made, which was
at once seconded and carried without dis
cussion. In the fall of 1875, the number
of grades in the English course was re
duced from ten to eight, the first four be
ing primary and the last four grammar.
On June, 1885, the study of Greek was
dropped from the High-school course,
the Board deeming its continuance unadvisable. Some thought the city should
not be taxed to prepare students for col
lege, while others considered Greek un
necessary, many being doubtless influenced
by the general discussion of the Greek
question, then at its height.
Music.—The study of music was se
riously interrupted by the fire, which
caused the absence of the teachers in this
branch for three months. They resumed
their duties on January 1, 1872, and
spared no efforts to bring the standard up
to that of the preceding year. The singing
in the schools, which had previously been
doneby rote, from this time on took a more definite shape.
Special care and attention were devoted to the proper
training of the voices, pupils of all grades down to the
sixth having their voices examined and being classified
into proper registers. The reports for this year (1872J
show pupils in the third and fourth grades singing
three-part music with good success, and able to sing at
sight music in which the first and second grades had
been examined the preceding year. As illustrating the
progress made in this branch of study, it is worthy of
note that, in 1873, a large chorus of children was organ
ized from the schools, which, with only two rehearsals
of parts and one general rehearsal, rendered music,
classic in its character, in such a manner as to secure
the approbation of good judges. The report of the
Committee on Music, in 1875, shows that instruction
was left entirely in the hands of the regular teachers,
the Superintendent of Music instructing the teachers,
and directing their work in the several schools. During
this year E. E. Whittemore, who had been closely iden
tified with this department, was, on account of failing
health, compelled to resign. The statistics of 1878
show that eighty-five per cent, of the children joined
the singing classes, although their doing so was entirely
optional. The popularity of the study, which this would
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indicate, has since continued, it being now in a high
state of efficiency.
Drawing.— From the "Historical Sketches" of Mr.
Shepherd Johnston are taken the following facts regard
ing the changes in this department between 187 1 and
1880:
" Misses Currier and Starr resigned during the summer vaca
tion of 1872, and the vacancies caused by their resignation were

HAVEN SCHOOL.
filled August 27, 1872, by the election of Misses Carrie E. Powers
and Julia H. Arms.
" Miss Arms resigned in August, 1874, and the vacancy was
filled by the election of Mrs. Natalie Koemheld, who tilled the
position till the close of the winter term of 1875.
"The Bartholomew Series of Drawing Books remained in
use till the close of the school year, 1873-74, when they were re
placed by the Walter Smith System of Free-Hand Drawing, which
is now in use.
" The publishers of the Walter Smith System furnished a
teacher, Mr. O. J. Pierce, free of cost to the city, during the school
year 1S74-75, to give the regular teachers a thorough course of in
struction in the system. Mr. Fierce also took charge of the
instruction in drawing in the Normal School during this year. In
July. 1875, Mr. Pierce was elected superintendent of instruction
in drawing, at a salary of $2,000 per annum.
" At the close of the school year 1875-76, in consequence of
an order of the Common Council requiring a general reduction of
twenty-five per cent, in the expenditures of the city, the employ
ment of a superintendent of instruction in drawing was discontinued,
and at the opening of the schools in September, 1876, the publishers
of the Walter Smith System, in order that the study of drawing
might not be interfered with by such action, furnished a special

teacher of drawing, Mrs. Elizabeth F. Dimock, at their own
expense, to take charge of the instruction in this branch. Mrs.
Dimock continued in charge of the instruction in drawing till July,
1877, when she was elected, by the Board, special teacher of draw
ing for the ensuing school year, at a salary of $1,500 per annum.
Mrs. Dimock has remained in charge of the instruction in drawing
since that date to the present time."
In 1883, it was found that the study of drawing, as
well as other optional studies in the Primary and
Grammar schools, was not in a sat
isfactory condition. This, so far
as drawing and music were con
cerned, was owing to the fact that
these studies were not in charge
of the regular teachers. In the
examinations, no effort was made
to test candidates for teachers'
certificates on these topics, and
many entered with no knowledge
of these subjects, and at best
poorly fitted themselves afterward
for teaching them. A new im
pulse was given to the study by
the action of the Board in 1884,
placing it upon the list of regular
branches, prior to which time it
had been optional. This was fol
lowed by a marked increase of
interest, both on the part of teach
ers and pupils, and a great im
provement in the work done.
German. —At the time of the
fire, four thousand pupils were
pursuing the study of German in
the public schools; but at the
close of the school year, in June,
1872, only 2,359 were so engaged.
This falling off was due to the fact
that on the North Side, where
German had been largely taught,
the school buildings destroyed by
the fire were not yet re-built. Of
the number above stated, 871 pu
pils were in the grammar grades
and 1,488 in the primary. In
1874, by recommendation of the
Committee on German, a graded
course of study in this language
was prepared, with special refer
ence to its adaptation to the Eng
lish course, and was adopted in
September. German was introduced into the Brown
and Dore schools during this year. In 1877, the study
was taken up in the King and North Clark-street
schools, and in 1878, in the Calumet-avenue school.
By the close of 1879, the study had been introduced
into eighteen of the district schools, as follows: In the
North Division, six — the Kinzie, Franklin, Ogden,
Newberry, Lincoln and North Clark Street; in the
South Division, four — the Moseley, Haven, Cottage
Grove, and Calumet Avenue ; in the West Division,
eight — the Scammon, Washington, Brown, Wells,
Skinner, Dore, Carpenter, and King. In 1885, the
scope of the study was still further widened, it be
ginning in the third grade, instead of the fifth, as
formerly.
The continuous growth in this department is shown
in detail in the following table:
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nAuvmebrearge

No.ofschols inwthauigcht. No.ofGerman
Scyheoalr.

1865-66..
1866-67..
1867-68..
1868-69. .
I 869-70- _
1870-71..
1871-72..
1872-73- 1873-74. 1874-75 -1875-76- 1876-77.1877-78- 1878-79 .
1879-80..
1880-81..
1881-82..
1882-83..
1883-84..

teachers.

I
I
"5
700
4' 4
1,265
5 5
7 6 1,782
9 8 2.597
12 11 4.207
13 12 2,359
13 12 2,724
13 12 2.694
15 14 3.359
15 14 1,706
15 14 1.856
16 15 1,912
18 17 2.308
20 20 2,370
29 30 3,98i
30 35 4,186
32 43 5,106
37 55 6,397

Perofcent,

ofPercent,

ofscholars.

Increase.

increase.

Decrease.

585
565
517
815
1,640

508
8l
41
45
62

... -

365

15

665

25

I50
56
396
62
I,6ll
205
920
1,291

9
3
20
2
68
5
22
25

Lnaurmgberst Gseturdmyaingtheduyreianrg.
ofpupils
decrease.

....

1,948

*46

30

t 1

--._

1,653

*49

_.-_

2,750
4,546
4,966
6,182
7,826

* Caused by the great fire.
t Caused by financial depression,
t Owing to restriction of the study to the grammar grades.
The schools in which German is taught, and the
dates of its introduction, are as follows :
Armour-street, 1881 ; Brown, 1874; Burr, 1880; Carpenter,
1869; Clarke, 1880; Cottage Grove, 1868; Dore, 1874 ; Douglas,
1881 ; Foster, 1880; Franklin, 1866; Haven, 1870; Hayes, 1881 ;
Headley, 1880; Holden, 1883; Jones, 1880; Keith, 1883; King,
1877; Kinzie, 1868; LaSalle, 1881 ; Lincoln, 1871 ; Marquette,
1880; Moseley, 1866; Newberry, 1866; Oakley, 1882 ; Ogden,
1871 ; Pickard, 1880; Raymond, 1880; Scammon, 1870; Sheridan,
1881 ; Skinner, 1870; Throop, 1882; Wallace-street, 1883; Walsh,
1883; Washington, 1865; Webster, 1883; Wells, 1866; Wicker Park,
1880; and the N'orth and South and West Division High schools.
Mrs. Matilda Smith, teacher of French and German at the
North Division High School, was born in Paris, France, on July
27 1830. Her father, James Sanderson, an accomplished linguist,
was professor of eight languages, and taught in the celebrated
Sacred Heart Institute, of Paris, for ten years. Her mother, So
phia (Gutjahr) Sanderson, was of German descent. Mrs. Smith
has a brother at present in Paris, who is a sworn translator and in
terpreter at the High Court, also a reporter in the Arabic lan
guage, and was for two years with De I.esseps at the cutting of the
Suez Canal. When sixteen years old, Mrs. Smith went to England,
and was engaged in Lord Illchester's family, as governess and
teacher of French, German and other languages, for three years.
At the termination of that engagement, she returned to France and
went to Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, in Germany, and was for ten years at
the High School of Gotha, as a teacher of French, German and
English languages. In i860, she went to India, and was married,
in the same year, to Charles Smith, of Calcutta, who was manager
of the Bank of Bengal, in Agra. After several years' residence in
India, she returned to Germany with a family of four children, and,
in 1872, emigrated to this country, and settled in Chicago. Here,
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Evening Schools. — The evening schools were
continued each year, from 1863 to 187 1, when, owing
to the great fire, they were broken up, and no appro
priations were made by the Council till 1873. They
were re-opened in the fall of 1873, and, with the excep
tion of the year 1876, they have been kept in operation
from ten to fourteen weeks each year till the present
date. In the fall of 1868, an evening High-school class
was formed, under the charge of Selim H. Peabody, a
teacher in the High School, in which instruction was
given in the higher mathematics, bookkeeping, me
chanical philosophy, and mathematical drawing. These
evening High-school classes were continued in connec
tion with the evening school, till the fire of 187 1, a few
weeks after the opening of the evening schools for that
year. Up to this time the evening High-school class
held its sessions in the Dearborn-school building. The
sessions of the evening High-school class were not
resumed until the fall of 1874, when they were held in
the frame building on the High School lot. During
the sessions of 1877-78, the study of short-hand was
introduced in the evening High-school classes.
The following tabulated statement shows the date
of the opening of the evening schools each year, the
length of the sessions, the total enrollment of pupils, the
average attendance, the total cost, and the cost of each
pupil, based on the average attendance. The number
of weeks the evening schools were in session refers to
the schools in which the ordinary branches were taught.
For a portion of the time the evening High-school
class was continued a few weeks longer each year.*
per
No. of Total Average Tolal cost Cost
pupil in
for
weeks in enroll- attend
average
session. ment. ance. the session. attendance

Date of Opening.

January, 1856
January 8, 1863.-November 9, 1863.October 24, 1864 ..
November 13, 1865.
November 13, 1866.
September 30, 1867.
September 21, 1868.
September 20. 1869.
September 23, 1870.
September 22, 1873
September 21, 1874.
October' 5, 1875
September 10, 1877.
October 7, 187S

12
16
II
14
13
16
14
12
14
13
14
10
14
IO

208
483
721
1,892
2.384
3,212
3/>53
3,<»3
3.828
3,36l
2,694
2,396
3.241
3,245
2,360

I50 Instruction Kratuitous.
220 $ 389 OO $ 1 77
767 IO
4 12
186
6 59
736 4,849 98
751
7,240 OO
9 64
7 50
937 6,907 48
9 80
935 9,163 12
1,005 9,521 91
9 47
8 87
1,121 9,938 07
8 34
849 7,054 53
785 6,816 63
8 69
681
7.173 62
10 54
1.076 6,995 50
6 50
848 7,511 28
8 86
730 4,765 83
6 53

* From Historical Sketches of the Public Scho )ls ; by S. Johnston.
The growth of the evening school system from 1880
to 1884, is shown in the following table:
Cost pe R PUPIL.

Year.

1881-82
1882-83
1883-84

-_.

Number
of
schools.

Number
of
sessions.

IO
II
14
18

629
833
1,018
1,740

Number
Total
of
teachers. enrollment.

59
63
95
133

3,344
4,401
6,956
7,447

after a strict examination, she obtained from the Board of Educa
tion, a certificate as teacher of French and German, and was ap
pointed to a grammar school. In 1876, she went as teacher to the
North Division High School, which position she fills at present
with great satisfaction to the Board of Education, as well as to her
pupils and their parents.

Total
evening
attendance.

Total
average
attendance.

55.7IS
72,800
MI.325
192,718

854-4
952.3
1,862.0
1,992 0

Total
expendi
tures.

$ 8,375
11,610
16,648
26,637

On total On aver
en
age
rollment. attendance.
98
54
62
38

$2
2
2
3

50
64
39
58

$ 9
12
8
13

80
19
94
37

Deaf Mutes.— In September, 1870, a class of deaf
mutes had met for instruction in the LaSalle-street Pri
mary-school building, and then went to one of the rooms
occupied by the offices of the Board of Education,
where it remained until the fire of 187 1. After the fire,
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no action was taken in regard to a school for deaf
mutes, until January, 1875. A. class was then organ
ized, and placed in charge of P. A. Emery, who was
paid $1,000 a year for his services. When the New
Jones building was completed, corner of Harrison
Street and Third Avenue, the class was removed there.
In 1877, an additional teacher was appointed. In 1878,
the school was removed to the Third-avenue school
building, and, on January 1, 1879, was again removed,
this time to the Newsboys' Home. On May 29, 1879,
an act was passed by the State Legislature, making an
appropriation for the support of a school for deaf mutes
in Chicago. The expense of this branch of educational
work was $4,237.50 in 1884 ; and the particulars of
attendance, etc., during the same year, are shown in
the subjoined table :

Schools.

J—e ti0 h*
Total enroll- 'B.
c^
ment.
B1="
£ — •S3**T
0
£0 5 H V. —

"° " c
& « £.
E"H
=s-

w .
.y
c§
-j-o
uPer c
am

80.9
76.5
86.8
693
86.7

'5 3
3 17
Division and Cleaver St. 4 6
6 1
Sheldon
4 4

8
20
10
7
8

a
3
1
3
0

1,276
2,548
1.152
I,066
1.457

127.6
127.8
115. 8
112 2
173-5

22 31

53

9

7.499

I4I-3 79- 1

Advanced Class

Total

The Chicago Institute of Education. —In the
early history of Chicago, when there were less than a
hundred teachers in the city and vicinity, they met for
the discussion of matters of general interest. Such an
association of teachers began during the administration
of John C. Dore, first City Superintendent of Schools.
These earlier institutions were, however, short-lived, and
left no records. The present society, a voluntary asso
ciation of the teachers of Chicago and vicinity, was
organized in 1880, and became an Institute under the
jurisdiction of the Board of Education. Its object, as
set forth in the preamble of the constitution, is "to cul
tivate among teachers a better acquaintance, a more
perfect sympathy with each other, and a general mutual
improvement." Its meetings are held on the first Sat
urday in ever}' school month, and in addition the Super
intendent of Schools holds what are termed " grade
institutes" every Saturday ; meeting first-grade teachers
one week, second-grade teachers the next week, and so
on. These grade institutes are regularly connected
with the public-school work of the city. The officers
of the Institute consist of a president, two vice-presi
dents, a secretary and a treasurer. The officers and
members of the Institute, at its organization in 1880,
were—
George Howland, president ; Corydon G. Stowell, vice-presi
dent ; Leslie Lewis, second vice-president; A. H. Nightingale,
secretary; Mrs. Ella F. Young, treasurer. George Howland, Cor
ydon G. Stowell, Leslie Lewis, Miss Luclla V. Little, H. II. Belfield,
executive committee. Members : O. Blackman, N. W. Boomer,
Orville T. Bright, F. C. Delano, Ralph J. Ilaase, James Hannan,
Alfred Kirk, Albert G. Lane, John II. Loomis, Charles I. Parker,
Jonathan Piper, W. li. Powell, J. Slocum, Volney Underhill, E. O.
Vaile, A. Henry Vanzwoll, Andrew J. Wood, Louise S. Curtis,
Elizabeth A. Mann, Sophia A. Phelps, Eloise O. Randall, Sarah
J.I. Rourier, Mary L. Sargeant, Lilly N. E. Skaats, Sarah E. Tuttle.
School Section. — At the third session of the
Forty-second Congress, an Act was passed authorizing
the exchange of the south half of Block 87, school-sec

tion addition, located on the corner of Polk Street and
Fifth Avenue, and extending from Fifth Avenue to the
river, which had been held by the city for several years
under a lease from the school fund, and had been occu
pied by the city Bridewell, for the old Post office lot,
on the northwest corner of Dearborn and Monroe
streets, and the walls of the old Post-office Building
standing thereon. In pursuance of this Act, the Secre
tary of the Treasury appointed Hon. Thomas Drummond and Norman B. Judd as commissioners on behalf
of the United States government ; and the Mayor named
Thomas Hoyne and Edwin H. Sheldon on behalf of the
city ; these four commissioners appointing Hon. John
G. Rogers. The Commissioners reporting that the two
pieces of property were of equal value, the exchange
was made. The object of this exchange had been to
provide accommodations for the Public Library of the
city; but the school fund had no money which could
be used for making the requisite improvements on the
building, and the city was so situated financially that it
could not do the work. The Committee on School-fund
Property of the Board of Education therefore deemed
it advisable to lease the property, which was accordingly
done, Leonard Grover and J. G. Riall becoming the
first lessees, at a rental of $7,500 per annum. In
August, 1877, the premises were leased to John H.
Haverly for three years and eleven months, at $9,000 a
year, who fitted up the old post-office building and
used it for a theater. In 1877, the lease was renewed
for three years and eleven months. In the fall of 1880,
the School Board advertised for proposals to lease the
property for some other purpose than that of a theater.
In October, the Board agreed to lease the property to
the First National Bank for a term of fifty years, with
an optional twenty years' additional renewal. In the
following spring, the Bank concluded to destroy the old
building, and made the offer to allow $15,000 for it and
erect a new building to cost not less than $300,000.
The offer was accepted by the School Board, and the
present First National Bank was forthwith built.
James YV. Larimore, professor of Physics and Chemistry at
the North Division High School, was born on May 5, 1834, in Steubenville, Ohio, and is the son of Joseph C. and Mary J. Larimore.
When he was about two years of age, his parents removed to Niles,
Mich., where his youth was spent. Developing early in his life a
studious disposition and a fondness for books, he was sent, in 1852,
to Olivet Institute, Eaton Co., Mich., where his preparation for col
lege was made. After his academic course, he entered the Univer
sity of New York City, from which he graduated in the class of 1S60.
I laving determined to enter the ministry of the Presbyterian Church,
he took a two years' course of theological study at Princeton Theo
logical Seminary, at Princeton, N. J., and an additional year at the
Union Theological Seminary, of New York City. On his gradua
tion from the latter institute, he was invited to the pastorate of the
Third Dutch Reformed Church of Albany, N. Y. Having, how
ever, a decided preference for a residence in the West, he resigned
this position and accepted the charge of the First Presbyterian
Church, at Mount Pleasant, Iowa, which, under his administration,
became the largest Presbyterian church west of the Mississippi
River. In the fall of 1863, he yielded to the earnest solicitation of
Adjutant - General Baker, of the State of Iowa, and accepted the
chaplaincy of the 9th Iowa Cavalry, and went at once with his
regiment into active service, spending most of his time in the
Department of Little Rock, Ark. In May, 1865, he was promoted,
by President Lincoln, to a commission in the regular army, and
assigned to the chaplaincy of Webster Hospital, at Memphis,
Tenn. At the close of the War, Professor Larimore, finding the
monotony of army life not congenial to his active disposition,
resigned, and came to Chicago, where, in the fall of 1865, he was
installed pastor of the Seventh Presbyterian Church, which position
he continued to hold for somewhat over two years. After a time
spent in general literary labor, during which he developed a decided
aptitude for journalism, Professor Larimore was, in the spring of
1871, offered and accepted the position of city editor of the Chicago
Evening Journal. He continued in this position three years, dis
charging the duties of his office with marked ability and success.
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It was during this period that Professor Larimore distinguished
himself and gave exhibition of characteristic energy, in connection
with the issue of the only daily paper published in the city on the
day of the great fire, October 9, 1S71. lie, together with the edilor-in-chief, Hon. Andrew Shuman, on that fatal Monday, finding
the Journal office in ashes, secured the temporary use of a jobprinting office on the West Side, near the river, and although the
flames threated to drive them out every moment, yet succeeded in
bringing out an issue of the Journal at its usual time of publication,
that issue being the sole representative of the Chicago daily press
of that date. Professor Larimore having, by his various writings
and publications in the cause of education, attracted the attention
of the University of Chicago, he was. in March, 1874, elected to
the professorship of Physics in that institution, in consideration
of which he resigned his connection with the Journal on May 2,
1874. He did not, however, enter upon his duties in the Univer
sity, but accepted a similar position in the Cook County Normal
School, at Englewood. In September, 1878, Professor Larimore
was appointed to the position of teacher of Physics and Chemistry
in the North Division High School, Chicago, which position he
has held for the past seven years with credit to himself and the
institution.
Sii.as Lee Wood, principal of the Clarke School, was born in
Ontario County, New York, on June 19, 1831, and is the son of
Garrett and Mary M. (Ashley) Wood. After receiving an excel
lent preliminary education in the school contiguous to his native
place, he attended the State Normal School of Michigan, and
graduated therefrom in the class of 1857. Immediately after com
pleting his studies, he accepted a position as teacher at Eaton
Rapids, Eaton Co., Mich., where he remained for some time. He
next taught at Mount Clemens, Mich., and then at Paw Paw, Van
Buren Co., Mich., whence he was recalled to Mount Clemens,
from which place he removed to Allegan County, in the same State,
shortly afterward returning to Eaton Rapids. He next accepted a
position at Vassar, Mich., and afterward at Woodstock, Mc Henry
Co., 111., from thence he was recalled to Vassar; having been
superintendent of schools for seventeen years in Vassar, Mount
Clemens and Eaton Rapids. In all the schools of which Mr. Wood
was superintendent, the number of scholars ranged from four
hundred to eight hundred. In January, 1881, he came to Chicago
and took charge of the Clarke School, having an experience of
twenty-six years as principal teacher. Mr. Wood, while residing
in Michigan, was an active worker in the Good Templars organiza
tion, and was Deputy Grand Worthy Chief Templar in the north
ern part of Michigan for several years. For some time during the
War, Mr. Wood was actively engaged in recruiting service in
Northern Michigan, with headquarters at Kalamazoo.
John Henry Loomis, principal of the Wells School, was born
at Sandy Hill, N. Y., on August 9, 1841, and is the son of Osmyn
and Jane M. (Cadwell) Loomis. His mother's family were old
settlers in Hartford, Conn., and his father's from Washington
County, N. Y. The Loomis family can be traced to long before
1638, when Joseph Loomis settled in Windsor, Conn. Mr. Loomis
was educated in the Michigan State Normal School, and Shurtleff
College, 111., and finished his studies in 1866. After leaving col
lege, Mr. Loomis was appointed to the Agricultural College, as
teacher of mathematics, for about two years, and was next made
Superintendent of Schools at Napoleon, Ohio, where he remained for
seven years. In 1875, he came to Chicago and obtained the principalship of the Wells School, and has served in that capacity since.
He was married, in 1868, at Keene, N. H., to Miss Susan E.
Foster. Mr. Loomis served in the War as a member of the 2d
Michigan Cavalry, continuing therein until the siege of Corinth,
where he was injured in a cavalry charge, and on account of dis
ability was honorably discharged. He is a member of Napoleon
Lodge, No. 256, A.F. & A.M., of Ohio, and also of Post No. 28,
G.A.R
Henry Ci.ay Cox, principal of the Pickard School, was born
in Northumberland County, Virginia, on February 28, 1845, and is
the son of Carlos and Maria Louisa (MacCarty) Cox. He was
educated at the Suite Normal University and at Knox College, Illi
nois, during the years 1861-69. 'n 1869, he commenced teaching
at Winterset, Madison Co., Iowa, and shortly afterward was ap
pointed superintendent of the Wapello County (Iowa) schools, which
position he held for two years. He then was made principal of the
Farmington School, in Fulton County, 111., which position he
retained for five years, and was then made principal of Dexter
Normal School, in Dallas County, Iowa, where he remained for
two years; and immediately afterward was given the position of
Superintendent of Schools, at Pontiac, Livingston Co., 111., which
latter position he retained from 1882 until 1884. In 1884, he came
to Chicago, and was appointed to the position he now holds and in
which he has given eminent satisfaction. In 1S72, Mr. Cox re
ceived the honorary degree of Artium Magister from Abingdon
College. It must not be imagined, however, that during the

acquirement of his education, Mr. Cox turned a deaf ear to the
cause of patriotism, for, at the age of eighteen, in December, 1863,
he enlisted in Co. " D," 14th Illinois Infantry, and was with
General Sherman on his march from Atlanta. On October 4, 1864,
he was captured by the Confederates, and spent the winter in Andersonville. He was mustered out near the close of June, 1865. Mr.
Cox was married at White Hall, Illinois, in 1867, to Lora Anne
Worcester. He is a member of the I.O.O.F. Lodge, No. 262, at
Pontiac, and is also a member of the State Teachers' Asssociation
and of the Institute of Education, of Illinois.
Andrew Jackson Wood, principal of the Brown School, was
born at Canandaigua, N. Y., on July 26, 1836, and is the son of
Garrett and Mary (Ashley) Wood. He completed his scholastic edu
cation at the State Normal School of Vpsilanti, Mich., in 1862, and,
in July of the same year, enlisted as a private in the 17th Michigan
Infantry Volunteers and served through the War, his merit being
recognized by his being commissioned lieutenant. He, with his regi
ment, participated in the Maryland campaign of 1862 ; was at South
Mountain, Antietam, and Fredericksburg. In the spring of 1863,
he went with the Ninth Army Corps to Kentucky and Mississippi,
and was in the rear of Vicksburg during the siege, and followed
Johnson to Jackson. The winter of 1863, he spent in East Ten
nessee, and was present at the siege of Knoxville ; in the following
spring, he joined the Army of the Potomac and was present at all
the principal engagements of the Ninth Army Corps, until the final
surrender at Appomattox. Since his return from the War, in June,
1865, he taught as principal of the schools at the following places :
Eaton Rapids, Union City, Benton Harbor, Pentwater, Mich.; and
at Lake Geneva, Wis. In 1877, he came to this city and was
appointed to his present position, after having had an experience as
a preceptor for twenty years. In September, 1865, Mr. Wood was
married, at Dexter, Mich., to Miss Ellen R. Burkhart, of Lynden,
Mich. He is a member of Post No. 28, G.A.R., of the Masonic fra
ternity, and also of Home Council, No. 400, Royal Arcanum. He is
also a member of the Institute of Education and of the National
Teachers' Association ; and has always been prominently identified
with every movement looking to the advancement of the cause of
education and of the methods whereby instruction is imparted.
Mary M. T. Wai.sii, principal of the Brenan School, was
born in London, England, on June 7, 1858, and is the daughter of
Edward and Margaret H. Walsh, who immigrated to this country
when their daughter was about seven years old, and settled in Chi
cago. Miss Walsh commenced her education in this city at the old
St. Mary's School, which was destroyed by" the fire of 1871 ; and
subsequently attended the Holden and High schools, being awarded
the Foster medal while at the former. She entered the Normal
School in 1874, where she remained two years, finishing her
studies there with the class of 1S76. In October, 1876, she accepted
an appointment as teacher in the Holden School, and there taught
until January, 1884, when she was transferred to the Walsh School,
remaining there for about fifteen months ; after which she was de
servedly promoted to her present position in March, 1885. Miss
Walsh successfully passed the State teachers' examination in 1882,
and received a life certificate from the State Board of Education.
Ida May Cook, principal of the Brighton School, was born
at Ottawa, 111., on December 19, 1859, and is the daughter of
William L. and Harriet Newell (Piper) Cook, natives of New York.
In 1873, she graduated from the Holden School in this city, and
subsequently attended the Central High School, graduating there
from in the class of 1877. Her first experience as a teacher was in
the Town of Lake, where she taught for two years; after which she
was appointed to a position in the grammar department of a school
at Lockport, 111. In September, i3So, she returned to Chicago,
and taught for some time at the Holden School, and was trans
ferred to the Brighton School in January, 1882, becoming its prin
cipal in September, 1883. Miss Cook belongs to the State
Teachers' Institute.
Francis Marion McKay, principal of the Washington
School, was born in Jefferson County, Ind., on January 15, 1852,
and is the son of Hiram and Elizabeth (Ethcrton) McKay. He
was educated at Morris Classical Institute; State Normal School, at
Bloomington; and State University at Champaign, 111., and finished
his scholastic studies in 1881, graduating from the Slate University
in the class of that year with the degree of B.L. Previous to enter
ing the State University at Champaign, Mr. McKay taught for five
years in the public schools. In 18S2, he came to Chicago and com
menced teaching at the West Jackson School as principal, and was
transferred to the Washington School in September, 1883. He is
a member of the National Teachers' Association.
Carrie Gwynne Adams, principal of the Polk-street School,
was born in Shelbyville, Ky., on April 24, 1852. Her father,
Samuel Lowry Adams, was a prominent physician and professor of
anatomy in Transylvania University, Kentucky. She was edu
cated in Lexington, Ky., graduating from the Sayre Female
Institute of that city. In 1S71, she came with her parents to Chi
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cago, and soon after was appointed to a position at the Newberry
School, subsequently teaching at the I tore School for about three
years. In 1875, she was appointed head assistant of the Foster
School, where she remained until 1 S7<j, in which year she was
promoted to her present responsible position. Miss Adams is a
member of the State Teachers' Association of Illinois.
Charlotte Lundh, principal of the old Sangamon — now
Montefiore — School, was born in Sweden on February II, 1858.
Her parents, Charles and Johanna (Hawkcnson) Lundh, came to
this country in 1867, and settled in Chicago, their daughter Char
lotte being then only nine years of age. Miss Lundh commenced
her education at the Sangamon School, then known as Ljie Wash
ington, subsequently attending the Carpenter School in 1869, and
from there was promoted to the High School, of which Mr. Howland, now superintendent of schools of Chicago, was principal.
She graduated in the class of 1876, and began teaching in Septem
ber, 1877, at the Wells School, remaining there seven years; and,
in September, 1S84, was promoted to her present position, which
she so meritoriously fills.
Alice Acnes Hogan, head assistant of the Throop School,
was born at Troy, N. Y., on December 23, 1859, and is the daugh
ter of John and Margaret Hogan. Having received her preliminary
education at the Dore Public School, in this city, she attended the
High School in 1S74; and, in 1876, entered the Normal School to
receive the necessary training required for teaching, graduating in
the class of 1877. Immediately after leaving the latter institution,
she accepted an engagement as copyist and general correspondent
in a mercantile house. Miss Hogan received her first appointment
as teacher in October, 1878, in the Polk-street School, whence she
was transferred to the Throop School and promoted, in 1880, to her
present position.
Anna Margueretta O'Connor, first assistant teacher of the
Brighton Public School, and daughter of John and Sarah (Williams)
O'Connor, was born in Chicago, on April 2, i860. Her education
commenced at the public and high schools of this city, graduating
from the Normal School in the class of December, 1876. In April,
1S77, she began her career as teacher, and taught at the Holden
and Brighton schools for seven years, and, in September, 1884,
was appointed to her present position. Miss O'Connor received the
" Holden prize," while attending that school, for general proficiency.
Kindergartens. —These institutions, of which there
are twenty-five at the present time, are in no way con
nected with the public schools of Chicago; but are
managed exclusively by religious societies or private
individuals. Some of them are simply nurseries for
little children or homes for the orphan and friendless.
Every institution of this class is enumerated in the fol
lowing list, taken from the last school-census report :
Pacific Garden Mission Kindergarten, No. 420 Wabash Ave
nue; Kindergarten, No. 1237 State Street; Kindergarten, Twentyfifth Street and Indiana Avenue; Chicago Home for the Friendless,
No. 1926 Wabash Avenue; St. Joseph's Home for the Friendless,
Nos. 407 to 411 May Street; Kindergarten, No. 122 South Morgan
Street; Kindergarten, No. 334 West Randolph Street; Dr. Willard's Seminary, No. 15 Sheldon Street; Kindergarten, No. 48
Hamilton Avenue; Froebel, No. 35 Flournoy Street; Froebel,
corner Park Avenue and Robey Street; St. Agnes, No. 58 Park
Avenue; Nursery, No. 175 Burling Street; German, No. 532 Wells
Street; Mrs. Rice, No. 487 La Salle Street.
The remaining Kindergartens, operated by the Chi
cago Froebel Kindergarten Association, are—
No. 1—No. 147 Milton Avenue. Supported by Mrs. E. W.
Blatchford ; Miss Ella Wingate, director.
No. 2—Ilerford Kindergarten. Corner Twenty-second and
Arnold streets. Supported by the Church of Messiah ; Miss Hattie
Lindsley, director.
No. j—Afternoon Kindergarten, No. 147 Milton Avenue.
Supported by Mrs. George L. Dunlap ; Miss Kate Butts, director.
No. 4—No. 1237 State Street. Supported by the Association ;
Miss M. E. Foster, director.
No. j—Afternoon Kindergarten, corner Twenty-second and
Arnold streets. Supported by the Woman's Club ; Miss Hannah
Brown, director.
No. 6—No. 3S8 Sedgwick Street. Supported by the Associa
tion ; Miss Elsie Payne, director.
No. 7— Bethany Kindergarten, in Bethany Church, No. 796
West Jackson Street. Supported by the Association ; Miss Anna
Holbrook, director.
No. 8—In the Cook County Normal School. Supported by
the Association ; Mrs. A. H. Putnam, director.
No. o—In the Protestant Orphan Asylum. Supported by the
Association ; Miss Mary Brownell, director.

No. 10—Unity Industrial School. Supported by the Associa
tion ; Miss Minnie Sheldon, director.
The Chicago Manual Training School owes its
existence to the philanthropy of the Chicago Commercial
Club, which, at its regular monthly meeting, on March 25,
1882, discussed the question of "the need of a school
for industrial training in Chicago." Papers were read,
and addresses made by members of the Club, and by
Augustus Jacobson and Charles H. Ham, both of Chi
cago, which showed the desirability and practicability
of organizing such a school. So eloquent and forcible
were the arguments of the speakers, and so thoroughly
did the Club appreciate the importance of the project,
that, at the close of the meeting, a proposition that the
Club should itself undertake the inauguration of such
an enterprise, met with such ready and enthusiastic
response that a subscription was started upon the spot,
looking to the raising of the sum of $100,000; and in
the space of a very few moments the sum of $57,000
was pledged, by members, to this object.
In a short time the desired $100,000 were pledged,
and a committee was appointed to prepare and report
a plan for the organization of the proposed school.
This committee was composed of John W. Doane,
Marshall Field, R. T. Crane, John Crerar, N. K. Fairbank, E. W. Blatchford, and O. W. Potter.
The report of this committee was made and adopted
on December 30, 1882, and contained the following
provisions, among others :
The name of the proposed school shall be The Chicago Manual
Training School, and shall be incorporated under the statutes of the
State of Illinois.
The object of the School shall be instruction and practice in
the use of tools, with such instruction as may be deemed necessary
in mathematics, drawing, and the English branches of a high-school
course. The tool instruction contemplated shall include carpentry,
wood-turning, pattern-making, iron chipping and filing, forge-work,
brazing and soldering, the use of machine-shop tools, and such
other instruction, of a similar character, as may be deemed advisa
ble to add to the foregoing from time to time ; it being the intention
to divide the working hours of the students, as nearly as possible,
equally between manual and mental exercises.
Nine trustees were elected the same evening; and
at the next regular meeting of the Club (January 30,
1883), they organized as follows :
Board of Trustees : E. W. Blatchford, president ; R. T. Crane,
vice-president ; Marshall Field, treasurer ; William A. Fuller, secre
tary; John Crerar, John W. Doane, N. K. Fairbank, Edson Keith,
George M. Pullman.
The present site, at the northeast corner of Michigan
Avenue and Twelfth Street, was selected on March 28 ;
S. S. Beman was chosen architect on May 5 ; and Henry
H. Belfield, at that time principal of the Chicago North

Division High School, was elected director on June
9, 1883.
The corner-stone of the building was laid on Sep
tember 24, 1883. The first examination for ad
mission was held on January 3, 1884. Although the
building was in an unfinished condition, school exer
cises were commenced on February 4, 1884, the teachers
being Director Belfield, Albert L. Tucker fin charge of
woodwork), and Benjamin Hyde (instructor in drawing).
The first year, or junior class, only was organized,
its number being limited to seventy-two.
The in
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augural address of the director was delivered on June
19, 1884.
* The second class of seventy-two was admitted on
September 1, 1884; the third, also limited to seventytwo, on September 7, 1885. The first class is expected
to graduate on June 24, 1886.
Equipment. —The equipment of the school has progressed as
the progress of the classes has demanded. At present (January,
1886), the mechanical equipment is mainly as follows:
Wood Room—Twenty-seven cabinet-makers' benches, twentyfour speed lathes, one circular saw, one boring machine, one scroll
saw, one planer, one grindstone, bench and lathe tools for seventytwo boys.
Foundry—Two furnaces, with troughs, flasks, rammers, sieves,
etc., for sixty-six boys.
Forge Room—Twenty-four forges, twenty-three anvils, three
vises, one emery grinder, one blower, two exhaust fans, hammers,
flatters, fullers, swages, etc., for sixty-six boys.
Machine Shop—Kight engine lathes, two speed lathes, one
drill, one planer, one shaper, one grindstone, fifteen benches, fif
teen vises, bench and lathe tools for thirty-two boys.
Power is supplied by a Corliss engine of fifty-two horse-power
and two steel boilers.
The following gentlemen constitute the teaching
force in January, 1886 :
Henry H. Belfield, Ph.D., director; William R. Wickes, A.
M.; F. E. L. Heal, C.E.; Earl B. Person, A.M.; Albert L.
Tucker, D.S. ; Elroy A. Dillon, U.S.; Frank M. Bennett, assistant
engineer U.S.N. ; William Jones.
The School has attracted considerable attention, not
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from citizens of Chicago alone, but from all parts of
the United States, and it has been a powerful stimulus
to the founding of many other such schools in other
cities. The pupils are doing very creditable work in
wood and in metals. All the lathe tools and the flat,
cape and round-nosed chisels used in the machineshop were made by the pupils. So were the tongs now
in use in the blacksmith-shop; a six horse-power steam
engine (one of six) has been finished, and is run by the
senior class. Although the pupils are encouraged to
make useful articles for themselves and for the school,
nothing is manufactured for sale—the idea of the
school being to educate and not to manufacture.
The Brockway Teachers' Agency, located in the Times
Building, was established in 1882, by Mrs. L. Freeman Brockway.
The object of the agency is to recommend good teachers to the best
of schools. Until the establishment of this agency the only reliable
educational bureaus were located in Eastern cities. But Mrs.
Brockway has proved her efficiency and aptitude for the work, and
has by her own unaided efforts built up an institution that is a credit
to the city. For many years she has been associated with the best
schools of the country in the capacity of teacher, and, spending much
time now in visiting schools, she perfectly understands the needs of
schools and the qualifications of teachers. The agencv has been a
success from the beginning, and is now representing a very superior
class of teachers for every department, from the Kindergarten to
the college president, and business now extends into every State in
the Union, a large number of teachers from the East being placed
in Western schools. It is a most valuable aid, both to teachers and
institutions of learning. It meets a need long felt in the West for
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a reliable bureau of exchange in educational work. Mrs. Brockway
was born in Cardington, Ohio, in 1855, and is the daughter of
(llenn J. and Elizabeth (Ormsby) Freeman. When quite young
her parents moved to Indianapolis, Intl. , where they lived until she
had arrived at her fifth or sixth year, when they moved to Latirange,
in the Western Reserve of Northern Ohio, which she made her
home until eighteen years of age. She received her education in
the public schools and through private tuition. She taught her first
term of school when in her fourteenth year, and continued in the
profession until the establishment of the agency, with the exception
of one year. Her experience as a teacher covers a space of about
fourteen years, during which time she held high positions in some of
the best schools in the country, among which are Joliet, 111., public
schools, where she held a position five years; Huntington, Ind. ,
and the Douglas School in this city. Mrs. Brockway came to
Chicago with her husband in 1881, and took a position in the Doug
las School, which she resigned to commence her present work, in
1883. She was married, in Kalamazoo, Mich., in 1880, to S. P.
Brockway.
THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
After the fire, thousands of the homeless and desti
tute found shelter in school-houses, churches and tem
porary barracks of various kinds. The huddling together
of so many persons, the exposure, the lack of sanitary
appliances and an inadequate water-supply, formed
conditions so favorable to the spread of disease, that it
required the greatest vigilance on the part of the Board
of Health, and taxed to the utmost the resources at its
command. Notwithstanding all its efforts, ably seconded
by the "Sanitary Squad," the month following the fire
was one of a high rate of mortality, twenty per cent, of
which was caused by exposure. It being feared that
the small-pox would assume the form of an epidemic,
steps were taken to insure a general vaccination, which
resulted in the inoculation of . sixty-three thousand per
sons. Yet, as it will be seen by reference to the
mortality tables, there were six hundred and sixty-five
deaths in 1872, from this disease, and the number
did not fall much short of that in 1873. In May, 1873,
this city, in common with many other places in the
West and South, received an unwelcome visit from the
cholera. The report shows that there were forty-eight
cases, and twenty-three deaths from this disease. In
the fall and winter of 1872-73, a large amount of extra
work was forced upon the Board by the appearance of
the epizootic. It spread rapidly, until almost every
horse in the city was affected ; and resulted in the
death of eleven hundred and fifty horses during its
prevalence.
The Department Reorganized. — By city ordi
nance, passed on July 19, 1876, the Board of Health
was abolished, and all the powers and duties of the
Board vested in a Commissioner of Health. Dr. Brock.
L. McVickar was the first commissioner appointed. He
resigned on January 29, 1877, when the present com
missioner, Dr. Oscar C. DeWolf was appointed his
successor. The work of this Department is thus com
prehensively stated by Commissioner DeWolf, in his
report for 1878:
" To reform tenement-houses, suppress epidemics of prevent
able diseases, reconstruct, clean, and disinfect vaults, regulate
offensive trades, inspect the food-supplies, and destroy, or consign
to the rendering-tanks, everything unwholesome ; to elevate the
standard of municipal cleanliness in streets and alleys and yards."
In order to ensure a thorough reformation of the
slaughtering and rendering establishments, an ordinance
was passed by the City Council on August 27, 1877. for
the purpose of "regulating the slaughtering, packing,
rendering and fertilizing business," making it unlawful
to engage in the occupation of slaughtering, packing,
etc., without first procuring a license therefor; and pro

viding for a proper inspection by the Commissioner of
Health. This ordinance has completely revolutionized
the sanitary aspect of the immense slaughtering busi-*
ness done in and near Chicago.
In the summer of 1882, the small-pox again ap
peared as an epidemic, and continued for over a year,
resulting in a mortality of eleven hundred and eighty,
in 1881, and twelve hundred and sixty-two in 1882.
The factory and work-shop inspection service, in
connection with the Health Department, which was
established by the City Council, and provided for a
supervision of the conditions of danger to life and
health which surround the laboring classes, was supple
mented by an Act of the State Legislature, passed on
May 30, 1881, for the sanitary regulation and inspection
of tenement and lodging-houses, or other places of
habitation, in course of erection, at the same time ex
tending the powers and enlarging the duties of the
Health Commissioner.
It is claimed that under the operations of this law,
a vast improvement has been made in the sanitary
character of the dwellings erected in this city. To ex
plain the extent of the work performed by the tenement
and factory inspectors of this Department, an extract is
made from the report of Chief of Inspectors Genung,
made for the first nine months of 1885:
" During the first nine months of the present year, the inspec
tors have made examinations in 63,264 separate buildings, 51,381
of which were in places of habitation. All of the above examina
tions were made pursuant to the city ordinances; and 1,38.1
examinations were made, in addition to the above, under the State
laws regulating the sanitary arrangements to be provided in habit
able buildings during construction. This total of 64,648 examina
tions represents the first or original examination only, and in no
case includes a re-examination or visit, always made necessary to
enforce the requirements of the written notices served or suits
brought for needed sanitary improvements. Detailed, written re
ports for each examination made are on file among the records of
this Department, properly classified and alphabetically arranged for
convenient future reference.
"A total of 19,891 written notices were served for the violation
of the sanitary ordinances, divided or classified as follows, viz.:
19 105 were for sanitary defects in places of habitation; 325 for
violations in factories or places of employment at labor; and 371
were for violations of the State laws in unoccupied new buildings
in process of construction. The improved sanitary conditions
effected in compliance with above notices were, viz.: New house
sewers constructed and connected with public sewers in street,
1123; catch-basins constructed for other than new sewers, 241 ;
privy vaults cleaned, 8,225 J water-closets constructed, 96; rooms,
lime - washed, r,o2i ; leaky roofs repaired, 205; filthy yards
cleaned, 3,230; miscellaneous, 1,784; defective plumbing repaired,
2,529; traps applied to waste and soil-pipes, 2,286: ventilation ap
plied to waste and soil-pipes, 44; ventilation water-closet rooms, 93;
ventilation living rooms, 157; ventilation work-shops, 5; defective
house-sewers repaired, 1,546; catch-basins cleared, 938; catchbasins repaired, 66; uninhabitable basements cleared of occu
pants, 11."
The ordinance to abate the smoke nuisance in
the city went into effect on May 1, 1881, and the efforts
made to carry out its provisions are extensively de
scribed in the report of the Department for 1881-82.
As a result of their labors, it is stated that some
of the railroad corporations had been successful in
abating the objectionable smoke of locomotives, within
the city limits, while others had been less active and
were more censurable in the matter. The tugs had
accomplished nothing toward an observance of the
ordinance, but continued to darken the line of the river
with their smoke.
The accompanying tables of mortality are taken
from the records of the Health Department; and in re
gard to the reports upon which they are founded, it is
claimed that such care has been taken in the prepara
tion that they may be accepted in all their details as
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thoroughly reliable. Credit is given to the physicians
of the city for the general care and accuracy with
which they have filled out their death returns.
In the last report of the Department, it is stated
"That in those wards and districts in which good drainage,
sewerage, and other hygienic surroundings exist, a low rate of mor
tality will be found, whilst on the other hand, in the wards where
the above conditions are only partly found, a high rate of mortality
will be found to exist."
In the following tables are shown the deaths in this
city since 1872, with the causes, nativities, etc.:

l5S

The death-rate was highest in the year following the
fire, when it arose to 27.67 for each one thousand of
population ; and the lowest in 1878, when it was 16.5.
The average for the period covered by the tables is
20.5, and, except for the extraordinary mortality arising
from the small-pox epidemic in 1882, would be much
lower. For purposes of comparison, it may be stated
that the average in other cities of the United States
during the same time, was — New Orleans, 27; New
York, 25.55; Washington, 23.68; Boston, 22.95; Phila-

Diseases.

1872.

1873.

'874.

1875.

1876.

1877.

1878.

1879.

Acute lung diseases*
Apoplexy
Alcoholism
Brain disease
Iiright's disease
Cancer
Consumption

710
73
12
271
44
75
710
204
MS
514
25
144
130
655
553
37
143
524
124

7M
9'
23
235
46
107
639
48
92
5»
36
162
137
517
294
105
115
272
155

64S
75
IS
204
43
109
630
67
78
301
15
162
159
90
250
15
105
211
107

772
73
14
215
16
122
693
118
125
348
21
185
154
10
266
116
206
207
106

639
78
20
286
66
122
732
276
464
233
M
167
191
28
337
15
811
168
133

594
S5
M
239
61
130
733
236
333
297
9
173
169
43
315
59
819
159
52

988
76
27
163
66
180
697
224
294
188
8
189
170
21
160
36
133
146
235

737
113
27
163
81
176
745
364
604
268
25
216
214
1
231
51
389
208
33

__

Diphtheria
Diarrhcta and dysentery
Rheumatism

..

Whooping cough
Accidents

By Violence.
-

i88o.

1881.

1882.

1883.

1884.

1,093 1,262 1,447 1.234 i,36S
106
117
148
166
155
66
51
76
67
53
142
1 38
143
191
200
102
121
131
143
142
163
217
208
205
265
853 1,037 1,042 1,016 1.034
400
232
225
256
533
930
609
521
592
649
199
380
321
295
321
40
68
67
44
53
264
283
383
333
337
196
238
266
275
274
46
2
43 1,180 1,292
299
413
351
380
328
129
no
244
319
44
187
200
400
316
339
171
568
462
361
354
68
157
101
92
112

198
416
297
257
219
225
236
285
358
452
445
347
439
8
15
15
12
22
s
19
13
27
17
26
U
3=
.
50
52
56
112
82
41
88
39
55
53
55
77
93
4,661 4,887 4,420 3.848 3.512 3.241 3,120 3.563 4.214 6,074 5. no 4,886 5.296

Suicides, unknown
All other causes

10,156 9.557 8,025 7,899 S.573 8,026 7.422 8,614 10,462 14, 101 13.234 ".555 12,471
5,901 5.676 4.896 4,646 4,891 4,512 4,017 4.444 5,640 7.371 6,645 5,8/5 6,668

Total

* Includes pneumonia, bronchitis, congestion of the lungs, and pleuritis.

Nativities, etc.

1872.

United States elsewhere
Ireland

_

Other foreign countries

Deaths in each 1,000 population

.873.

1874.

"875-

1876.

1877.

1878.

1870.

t88o.

1881.

1882.

1883.

1884.

5,439 5,173 4,659 4,587 5,065 4,58i
1,326 1,340 1,135 1,208 1,256 i.3»
1,425 1,224
872
783
871
791
718
767
609
640
639
597
210
173
124
149
158
113
122
H7
71
Si
75
59
921
526
758
498
510
555
2,472 2,293 2,037 2,095 2,181 2,092
7,684 7,264 5.988 5,804 6,392 5.934
27.67 25.16 20. 29 19.41 20.41 18.24

4,052
1,208
781
643
116
78
544
2,249
5.173

4,772
1,423
911
748
128
85
547
2,520
6,094

6.206
1,386
I.0S9
786
143
162
690

7.638
1. 714
1,692
945
210
204
1,698

6,S3S
1,860
1,807
941
222
179
1.387

6,257
1.554
1,423
900
191
150
i.oSo

6,997
1,537
1.495
922
217
157
1,146

16.50 18.01

2,496 3,546 3.582 3.333 3,4H
7,966 io,555 9,652 S.222 9,060
20.79 26.11

23.60 I9.92

19. So
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delphia, 21.44; Cincinnati, 19.99; St. Louis, 19.95; and
San Francisco, 18.20.
In the following table, the various details of work
performed by the Department are given :

1874.

.875.

1876..

1877.

1878.

Obtaining his earlier education in the schools of his neighborhood,
he received the degree of Master of Arts from Williams College,
and pursued his medical studies at Berkshire College, graduating
therefrom in 1857. In 1858, he attended the New York Medical
College, from which institution he received the degree of Doctor
1879.

1880.

1881.

11,630 11,584 13.436
13,351
15,211
Nuisances abated. 20,236 17,000 13,611
Articles con
demned as unfit
379,631
for food, lbs...' 214,670 162, 3S0 103,780 177,789 243,086 382,821 400,171
Dead animals re9,410
11,883
9.503 13,599
20,365
14.919 23.518 20, 1 66
EXI'ENDITURES.
Salaries
$33,661 $25,400 $19,129 $23,433 23,100 826,761 $30,595 $38,2S7
Small-pox 11 0 s 14,935
3.166
3.3J7
1,343
pital
6.257
5,029
2,939
4, 5<>4
Priming and sta1,287
1,103
S24
1,435
920
928
2,034
".703
Day scavenger
15,689 15.796 37.853
50,502
14.683
38.990 28,933 34,301
440
1.038
221
199
440
Disinfectants
1,631
441
669
7,910
85
1.853
175
638
Vaccine virus
220
464
215
1.025
89=
Miscellaneous
10,144
7.142
9. "4
$46,097
$76,o6S
$II4.984
$44,719
Total
$93,181 $67,001 §69,669 $44,719
Officers.—The officers of the Health Department
since the fire have been as follows :
1871-72— H. A. Johnson, M.D.; J. H. Rauch, M.D. (sani
tary superintendent); George Schloetzer, M.D.; Samuel Hoard,
president ; A. B. Reynolds : Joseph Medill, mayor, ex-officio; John
Reid, M.D., health officer ; J. W. Russell, secretary.
1S73-74—H. A. Johnson (resigned January 6, 1S74), J. A.
Hahn, presidents; J. H. Rauch (resigned August, 1873), Benjamin
C. Miller, sanitary superintendents ; (ieorge Schloetzer, W. B.
Bateman, Joseph McDermott, Charles E. Moore, J. McGregor
Adams (resigned August, 1874), Moses Hooke ; H. D. C'olvin,
mayor, ex-officio, John Reid, health officer; J. R. Blaney, consult
ing chemist : J. W. Russell, secretary.
1875-76—}. A. Hahn (died October 25, 1875), Brock L.
McVickar, presidents ; Benjamin C. Miller, sanitary superintendent ;
George Schloetzer (term expired April 1, 1875). Henry Gerger,
Moses Hooke (resigned February 10, 1876), Joseph McDermott,
Charles E. Moore, M. Mannheimer ; H. D. Colvin, mayor, ex-officio;
John Reid, health officer (resigned January 15, 1876); J. W. Rus
sell (died May 29. 1S75), G. W. Merrill, secretaries.
1S77-7S—Brock L. McVickar (resigned), Oscar C. DeWolf (ap
pointed February, 1877), commissioners; J. S. Knox, M.D.,
assistant commissioner; E. W. Sawyer, E. Garrott. J. M. Hall,
medical inspectors ; H. P. Wright, registrar of vital statistics ; Brock
I.. McVickar, secretary; Louis Merki, John F. Stewart, clerks;
William Leahe, milk inspector; W. H. Genung, special inspector;
Alexander Sweney, Matthew Lamb. Henry Wieland, meat inspec
tors ; George S. Hamilton, steward ; Kllen Neilson, matron of
small-pox hospital.
/S/g-So-—Oscar C. DeWolf, M.D., commissioner; E. W.
Sawyer, M.D.. E. Garrott, M.D., J. M. Hall, M.D., medical
inspectors; R. S. G. Paton, chemist; M. K. Gleason, registrar of
vital statistics; Brock L. McVickar, secretary; Louis Merki, clerk.
Besides nineteen sanitary police officers, six inspectors of factories
and workshops, six stock-yards and meat inspectors, six employes
at small-pox hospital.
188/-82—Oscar C. DeWolf, M.D., commissioner; E. W.
Sawyer, M.D., E. Garrott, M.D., J. M. Hall, M.D., and Henry
Geiger, M.D., medical inspectors ; R. S. G. Paton, Ph.D., chemist ;
M. K. Gleason, M.D., registrar; B. L. McVickar, secretary; Louis
Merki, clerk ; W. H. Genung, chief tenement and factory inspector ;
P. II. McElroy, M.D., physician at small-pox hospital.
fSSj-84—Oscar C. DeWolf, M.D., commissioner; B. L.
McVickar, secretary; Louis Merki, clerk ; M. K. Gleason, registrar ;
E. W. Sawyer. M.D., E. Garrott, M.D., L. H. Montgomery, M.D.,
J. M. Hall, M.D., medical inspectors; W. H. Genung, chief
inspectors of tenements and factories; P. II. McElroy, physician at
small-pox hospital.
Oscar C. DeWolf, M.D., commissioner of health of the City
of Chicago, was born at Chester, Hampden Co., Mass., on August
8, 1835. He is the son of Dr. T. K. DeWolf, who has been a
prominent practitioner in that locality for more than half a century.

1881.

i88>

1884.

13,662

12,529

13.052

403,404

325,879

173,289

13,733

11,998

2I,8o6

$49,607

$44,582

$47,245

17,416

8,310

872

1,462

5.593
1,025

86,525
1,186
7.738
4,540
$167,884

99,101
285
363
1,199
$155,302

148,090
580
149
1,250
$203,932

of Medicine, then immediately leaving for Paris, where he spent two
years in the Medical Department of the University of France. In
1861, upon receiving threatening war news from America, Mr. DeWolf started for Massachusetts, where he arrived in July. He was
at once appointed assistant surgeon of the 1st Massachusetts Cav
alry, afterward becoming surgeon of the 2d Massachusetts, and
of the Reserve Brigade, consisting of five regiments of cavalry.
He served through the War in these capacities, being attached to the
Army of the Cumberland, and to the army of the Potomac during
Sheridan's Shenadoah campaign. In the fall of 1865, being dis
charged for disability, he returned to his home, wrhere he estab
lished himself as a practitioner. In 1877, Mayor Heath appointed
Dr. DeWolf commissioner of health, which position he has since
held by successive re-appointments, notwithstanding the changes in
the political administration of the city government, and when no
other head of a department has been retained. He has brought
the Health Department into a high state of efficiency, and himself
into a National prominence in sanitary matters. His ideas upon
these subjects are radical, and he looks upon the immediate future
of sanitary work as containing great possibilities, notwithstanding
the rapid progress of late years. During Dr. DeWolf's adminis
tration, and through his instrumentality, some very important laws
have been passed governing the construction of tenement-houses, and
the ventilation, drainage and sanitary arrangement of all habitable
buildings. He is a member of all the local medical societies ; also
of the State societies of Illinois and Massachusetts, and of the
British Association for the Advancement of Science. For two
years he held the chair of Surgical Pathology in the Medical De
partment of the University of Ohio, and is now professor of State
Medicine and Public Hygiene in the Chicago Medical College.
He is the author of many pamphlets on sanitary topics, which have
met with general favor. Dr. DeWolf was married in December,
1873, to Harriet L. Lyman, of North Hampton, Mass.
Henry L. Hertz, coroner of Cook County, although one of
the youngest, is among the most popular of newly-elected officials.
He was born in Copenhagen, Denmark, on November 19, 1847,
his grandparents having emigrated to that country from Bavaria and
Hanover. His father, Martin Hertz, was chief of city detectives,
a man of great prominence in his native place, and died on January
21, 1879. His mother's maiden name was Ilenriette Frohboese.
Mr. Hertz received his preliminary education at the Metropolitan
Latin School of Copenhagen, passing the university examination in
1S66, and received the degree of Candidatus Philosophise during
the succeeding year. He next studied medicine for a year and a
half. In July, 1S69. he came to Chicago, bringing with him letters
of recommendation from some of the most influential citizens of his
native place. He found employment in the Scandinavian Bank,"
where he remained until 1S71. In September, 1872, he was ap
pointed folio-writer under Norman T. Gassette, recorder of deeds,
continuing in office under him, and also during the terms of James
Stewart and James W. Brockway, up to the spring of 1878. He
had been elected clerk of the West Town in 1876, declining a renomination. On May I, 1878, he was appointed record-writer in
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the Criminal Court, and held that position at the time of his election
as coroner, November 4, 1884. Mr. Hertz received about ten thou
sand majority, running two thousand ahead of his ticket. While
on a visit to Copenhagen, in 1872, he became a Mason, in "Zorobabel and Frederick of the Crowned Hope " Lodge, and received
the three degrees. He received the degrees in the Oriental Consis
tory (A.&A.S.R.), on October I, 1874. Mr. Hertz is a member
of Covenant I-odge, No. 526, A.F. & A.M. : is representative to the
Grand Lodge from Scandia Lodge, No. 1211, K. of H. ; is chair
man of the Grand Lodge Committee on Laws and Legislation; of
the I.O. Mutual Aid, being a representative of the North Star
Lodge, No. 137; and is connected with Norden Lodge, No. 699,
I.O.O.F.; and LaFayette Lodge, No. 144, A.O..U.W. Mr. Hertz
was married, on September 1, 1880, to Miss Mary P. Power. They
have two children,—Harriet May and Martin Power.
Births.—The following table has been compiled
from every available authentic source. In 1878, the
Commissioner first was able to present a report

1872..
1873- 1874- 1S75..
1876..
I877-1878..
1879- 1880..
1881-.
1882..
1883..
1884..
1885..

Highest.

3O.570
30.610
30.785
30. 70S
30.615
30.700
30.603
30.655
3° 792
29.905
30 717
30.718
30,676
29.960

Lowest

28.990
29.060
29.190
29.115
28.965
29. 1 70
29,224
29.224
28.98S
28.552
29 252
29,426
29.289
28,425

Range.

I.580
I-550
1-595
1-593
1.650
1 -530
1-379
1. 411
1.804
1-353
1.465
1.292
I-387
1-535

i860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873

Mean.

30.045
29.992
30.020
29 985
29.965
29.988
29.928
30.022
30.005
29.307
30.037
30.051
30.032
29.290

Highest.

98°
93°
99°
89°
93°
91°
97°
93°
95°
97-9"
89-5°
91.0°
91.2°
93-9°

1,693
1,726
2,006
2,239
2,779
3,090

1S74
•^75
1S76
1S77
1878
1S79
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885

5.494
4,860
4,662
4.56S
4,826
5.426
6,566
7.894
9,604
10,052
10,180
10,383

6,476
6,448

Meteorological.— The following table gives a
complete statement of this subject, during the period
treated in this volume:

Lowest.

-23°
—16°
— 6°
—20°
-14°
- 4°
— 9°
—18°
—15°
-13°
- 7-1°
-17-2°
—18.5°
—13.7°

Range.

121°
log
ics"
109°
107°
95°
106°
121°
110°
110.9°
96.6°
108.2°
log. 7°
107.6°

Rain and
Melted Snow.

Wind.

Thermometer.

Barometer.*

Year.

--■ 344
--- 447
--- 574
— 614
... 728
... 740
... 950
... 1,194
1,937
2,160
2,496
2,708
2,242
1,991

1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859

Mean.

46.7°
47-2°
50.3°
45-4°
49.1°
50.5°
51-7°
50.2°
50.0°
49-3°
49 6°
46.3°
48.2°
464°

-5
a%
>t
c

> 0,

N. E.
S. W.
S. W.
s.
s. w.
s. w.
s. w.
s. w.
s. w.
s. w.
s. w.
s. w.
s. w.
N.

SO
48
40
45
45
5o
36
28
36
35
32
33
36
30

»— =

_0 ==0
u c
h|6g
c "

' a

87,053
Si, 211
78,oS8
69.085
76,009
67,667
62.155
74.192
69,536
76,222
74.MO
6S,oi8
69,162

104
135
112
146
154
149
172
135
183
139
151
168
143
141

.£ *
fl
3-D .
-tt
lit
<0 1
27.37
36.31
28.59
38.08
36.48
41.01
41.95
30.71
37->o
44.18
41.34
45-86
34.61
44-37

• The readings of the Barometer were in each case corrected for temperature, elevation and instrumental error, and the minus sign (—) indicates below zero.
on the subject, which he stated was only approximately
correct:
Year
1872.
■8731874.
1875
1876.
1877IS7S.
1879
I8SO
l88l .
1882.
1883.
1884.
I8S5.
* Estimated.
Marriages. —The following table gives the number
of marriage licenses issued each year by the county
clerk ; the destruction of the records precluding the
statement as to the number issued in the years 1866-71 :
1831
1832
1833
>834
1835

5
7
17
34
72

1836
1837
1838
1839
1840

73
123
122
124
153

1841
1842
1843
1844
1845

I SI
121
154
21.J
276

COUNTY INSTITUTIONS.
Cook County Hospital.—The organization of
this institution lias been given in the preceding volume
of this History, with an account of its transfer to the
county authorities, since which time it has steadily
increased to its present large proportions. It occupies
a tract of land lying between Wood and Lincoln streets
on the east and west, and West Harrison and l'olk
streets on the north and south, which was purchased, in
1874, at a cost of $145,000. The general design of the
group of buildings, and the plans for the two medical
pavilions, were adopted on May 24, 1875, and the latter
were erected in that year. The clinical amphitheater
and connecting corridors were built in 1876-77. The
cost of the structures, including laundry, boiler-house,
and all other improvements, was $436,874. The new
administration building, on Harrison Street, which con
tains the offices, and main entrance, is five stories high,
and, with the two isolated pavilions and corridors, was
erected in 1882-84, at a cost of $282,700. The four
main structures are four stories high, with attics and
basements. The buildings are all of red brick, trimmed
with stone. The amphitheater, which has a seating
capacity of six hundred, is used for surgical operations
and clinics by the students of the medical colleges of
the city. The hospital has accommodations for over five
hundred patients.
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The City Morgue is located on the hospital grounds.
The building used for this purpose contains an operat
ing-room, with an amphitheater for students, where
autopsies are made, and a dead-room, with six marble
slabs and sprays. The morgue is in the basement, and
has room for eleven bodies. In 1884, one hundred and
fifty-seven bodies were received there, the expense for
funerals being $2,872.
New rules and regulations for the government of the
hospital were adopted in June, 1878, which placed the
entire organization and conduct of the institution in
charge of the Board of County Commissioners. The
warden, clerk, matron, apothecary and engineer are
appointed by this Board, and are responsible to it for a
proper discharge of their duties.
The reports of the hospital not being made in their
present comprehensive form prior to 1882, the statisti
cal information given in the table herewith presented,
is therefore confined to the operations of the institution
during the last four years.
,
The officers of the hospital have been —
1874-79—Hugh McLaughlin, warden ; Augustus Hedblom,
clerk. 1879-82— 1). W. Mills, warden; J. P. Donnelly, clerk.
1882 to September 1883—J. H. Dixon, warden ; J, P. Donnelly,
clerk. 1SS3-85—William J. McOarigle, warden ;J. T. Doherty,
clerk; E. S. McDonald, engineer; Miss M. E. Hemple, superin
tendent of nurses since 1882.
The Medical Board 'regular) consists of ten sur
geons and ten physicians, besides one oculist and aurist
and one pathologist ; the Homeopathic Board comprises
five surgeons and three physicians.
The total number of patients treated at the hospital
during the past four years, the nature of the cases, the
expense of maintenance, etc., are shown in the sub
joined table :

1681.

1883.

.884.

1885.

1,817
1,127
271
52
444

2,003
1,562
423
71
39"

2,383
1,735
247
241
86
406

2.731
2,289
329
254
128
445

249*
187*
39*
52*

535
527
73
112

587
580
75
103

141
342

161
353

156
387

704
740
89
99
258
499

448

522

672

21 c.

24.3c.

24.6c.

64 c.
100,622

74.7c.
142,731

76c.
186,413

Regular School.
Surgical
Obstetrical
[
Gynaecological f
Eye and ear
Homeopathic School.
Gynaecological
Deaths
No, of births
Daily average of patients
Daily average of patients
including doctors and

Daily cost of feeding
patients and employes, 24 c.
Daily cost of keeping pa
tients and employes . 77 c
Actual yearly expenses- . $96,360

•For eight months only. +NTo record for 1882.
William J. McOarigle, ex-superintendent of the Police
Department, and the present Warden of the C ook County Hospital,
was born at Milwaukee, Wis., on September 12, 1850. His father,
George A. McGarigle, was connected with the post-office in Mil
waukee for over twenty years, a veteran of the Mexican war, and
universally respected. Young McGarigle received his education in
the public schools, a German-English Academy, and at a private
German Institute. He then clerked in a grocery store, was con
nected with the United States Express Company in various capacities,
and finally entered the service of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railroad Company. In 1S6S, he left the employ of the road and
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became a permanent resident of Chicago, although he had previously
lived here when his father was an extensive builder and contractor,
and erected many of Dr. Charles V. Dyer's buildings on State Street.
In 1871, Mr. McGarigle joined the police force as patrolman, and
was assigned to the Webster-avenue Station, but being a good
penman, within a couple of months he was transferred to the Central
Station as clerk, and after one year was attached in the same capacity
to the detective department. Superintendent Kehm appointed him
a detective in January, 1S73, and during the next year he became
sergeant in charge of detectives, which office was afterward changed
to the lieutenancy. On January I, 1875, he was
appointed captain of detectives, being acting super
intendent during the absence of the head of the
Police Department. In the fall of 1879, he was
appointed Superintendent of Police by Mayor Har
rison. During his three years' administration he
brought about many needed reforms, systematizing
the reports of crimes brought in by subordinate
officers, and also the description of property re
covered, with the record of the hands through
which it passed, by a set of indexed books and
receipts. The establishment of the patrol system,
and the perfection to which it has been brought,
were also much due to the determined efforts of
Mr. McGarigle, opposed as he was at the time by
Superintendent Hickey and others high in author
ity. In 1881, Mr. McGarigle was sent to Europe
to study the systems of the old countries, visiting
the principal cities of England, France, Germany,
Belgium and Austria, and upon his return making
a comprehensive report to the City Council. In
November, 1882, Mr. McGarigle resigned his posi
tion at the head of the Police Department, and
made a vigorous canvass for the shrievalty, and
although beaten by Sheriff Hanchett, he received
a majority of 1,500 in the city, which, had it not
been for the bitter tight in the Second Congress
ional District, might have elected him. Me then
occupied himself in building his fine livery estab
lishment on Division Street, putting some $50,000
into this enterprise. On September 1, 1883, Mr.
McGarigle was chosen warden of the Cook County
Hospital. His skill in organizing and controlling
large bodies of men peculiarly fitted him for the
chief marshalship of the grand Hendricks proces
sion of October 20, 1884, participated in by the
Cook County Democratic Club, the Young Men's
Democratic Club, the Iroquois Club, the National
Veteran Association, and the several ward, suburban
and congressional district clubs. He was the first
secretary of the Sectional Underground Electric
Company. Mr. McGarigle is a Mason in good
standing, being connected with Lincoln Park
Lodge, No. 611; Lincoln Park Chapter, St. Ber
nard Commandery, and Oriental Consistory; and
is also a member of Apollo Lodge, No. 139, A.
O.U.W. He was married in November, 1S69, at
Milwaukee, to Anna C. Bodmer. They have four
children: George, Bessie, William and Edward.
Cook County Infirmary.—This, the
largest of the charitable institutions of
Cook County or Chicago, is variouslyknown and designated as the "Almshouse,"
the " Poor-House," and the "Infirmary." The latter
being the name used in making contracts and reports,
may be considered official, and is, therefore, here
adopted. It is located on what is called the county
poor-farm, a tract of 240 acres (88 acres of which were
purchased, in 1885, at a cost of $17,600), in Norwood
Park township, twelve miles from the Union Depot.
It consists of ten distinct buildings, arranged in a semi
circular group, connected by corridors. They are of
brick, in the Gothic style of architecture. Nine of these
buildings were completed in 1882, at a cost of $194,417,
and the tenth was erected in 1884-85, at a cost of
$23,000. The Infirmary has now accommodations for
nearly twelve hundred inmates
The buildings, presenting a frontage of four hun
dred and sixty feet, cover a little over two acres of
ground. A convenient depot has been erected by the
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county on a branch of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Railway, and the station is called Dunning.
The State Board of Charity, in speaking of this in
stitution in its report of 1884, says:
" In its arrangement and fitting up, nothing seems to be left
undone, and no expense spared, to make it a model almshouse : the
sun shines in every room, twice every day. The institution is
kept in the best possible order ; neatness and cleanliness prevail
throughout the entire establishment."

The tabulated reports of the Infirmary, given below,
show its general operations for a number of years.
The actual running expenses for 1885, the Warden re
ports,—by reason of the amounts which are included
in the table for permanent improvements and produce
furnished the Insane Asylum,— were only $143,131.
From the report for 1885, it is found that, of the per
sons admitted during the year, 1,241 were natives of
the United States and 2,514 foreigners; 940 of the lat
ter being from Ireland, 784 from Germany, and 322
from Scandinavia. There were 612 patients treated in
the hospitals, 271 at the surgical clinics, and 14 in the
surgical ward. Of those who died, 92 were natives of
the United States and 191 foreigners.
Among the difficulties with which the Infirmary has
to contend, is the constant application for admission by
those not entitled to shelter. Of these, the most per-.
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Cook County Insane Asylum.—This institution
was erected on the county farm, a little over a block
northeast of the Infirmary, on ground dotted with
forest trees, and gradually sloping to an artificial lake.
The buildings front east.
Until 1870, the poor and insane were both kept in
one building. During that year a brick structure was

sistent and annoying are the tramps, who come in
crowds during the winter, and tax the ingenuity of the
officials to dispose of them. A large percentage of the
inmates are paupers from other cities and neighboring
States, who are attracted to Chicago by the superior
facilities of this institution for medical care and treat
ment. Many of the paupers are those from Europe,

COOK COUNTY INFIRMARY.
who should be returned at ports of entry, but, escaping
examination, find their way to the Infirmary.
Officials: Wardens— 1 875, H. M. I'eters ; 1882-85, C. L.
Frev ; Chief Clerk—George J. Wolf; Physicians—Dr. A. W.
Hagenbach (until 1884); Dr. A. G. Hoffman" (1S84); Dr. Theunnler(i885); Dr. E. Eplcr, assistant physician.
The following statistics have been compiled from
the annual reports:
1876.
Inmates remaining
Admitted during the year
Number of deaths
Number discharged
Number remaining...
...
Average number of employes
and inmates.
Number of births
Farm products
Expenditures
Daily cost per capita *

'.-

632
1,200
958
S23
30
$59,170 00
22.6 c.

erected, four hundred feet in length, with a wing at the
south end having a depth of two hundred feet. In
1873, a large addition was constructed, and a fourth
story added to the original building. It was then able
to accommodate three hundred and fifty patients. The
amount expended for these buildings, including
laundry, sewers and three artesian wells which cost
$21,055,), was $505,410. Two additional buildings were

985
124
1,152
656
950
94
$12,302 OO
f73,912 OO
21.3 c.

1885.

■884.

1877.
651
1,201
102
1.205
546
641
'% 8.323
$44.4ol

624
673
124
159
$11,477 00 $12,942 00

622
2,264
258
1,889
739
802
145
5 16,936 00

1,012
104
$ 9,899 00

$57,592 00 $85,525 00
32.8 c.
25 c.

\\ 17,609 00
36.2 c.

$162,6S0 00
36- 1 c.

507
1.565
206
1,268
598

598
1,678
187
1.467
622

739
3.755
2S3
3.«72
I.039

No reports for the years from 187? to 1875, nor for the years 1878, 1879. 1881, have been printed, nor can the items for those years be obtained
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erected in 1885, at a cost of $135,000, in which the
suggestions of the superintendent, Dr. Spray, were mainly
adopted, resulting in a greatly improved arrangement.
These additions give the Asylum a capacity for five
hundred inmates.
The Infirmary and Insane Asylum, up to 1882, were
under one management, a committee of five County

formally preferred, involving the sub-committee of
Commissioners, the superintendent, warden and others.
These charges were investigated by the State Board of
Charities in November. The result of this investiga
tion is not now fully known; but that a recommendation
will be made, as urged by the superintendent in his
testimony, to commit the management of the institution

Commissioners, which had entire control. This com
mittee appointed a medical superintendent for the
Asylum, and a warden, matron, engineer and store
keeper ; but none of these officers had any power
except as directed by the committee, nor had either in
stitution any head. Quoting from the report of the
State Board of Charities, 1878, "The warden is not
head, and the superintendent is not head ; the real head
is the Committee, which had five heads." Of course,
as pointed out by the Board, such an organization must
have been very defective.
In 1882, the County Board adopted new rules for
the government of both the Infirmary and Insane
Asylum. Among other things it was provided that the
warden and superintendent of the Asylum should be
elected by the Board of Commissioners. These officers
were placed more directly in the responsible charge of
their respective departments, and given enlarged powers
of management and control.
Complaints however, have frequently been made
against the management, and, in 1885, charges were
11

to a board of trustees, thus separating it from political
control, there is not much question. Of the expediency
of such an arrangement there is no doubt, for sufficient
evidence was adduced during the progress of the inves
tigation to demonstrate the inexpediency of a medical
supervisor being hampered by men whose only qualifi
cation consisted in the political friendship of the
appointing power. How intelligent government, or
beneficial treatment, could be had with utterly inexpe
rienced attendants, is an unanswerable query, and great
credit is due to Dr. Spray for the success he has attained
under such detrimental surroundings.
This Asylum was the first in the West to appoint
female physicians, two of whom, Drs. Delia Howe and
Alexander, were appointed in 1883-84. Graduated
and trained female nurses have also been employed
here, the first in the State, taking charge of the par
ticular nursing and the administration of all drugs.
The figures below are compiled from the annual
reports of the institution :
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|8;5Patients remaining
Admitted during the year.
Number of deaths
Number discharged
Number remaining
Number of employes.
Average number of inmates
and employes
Expenditures
Daily cost per capita

1876.

1877.

1878.

271
237
39
115
354
76

354
210
40
171
393
82

393
280
70
120
483
65

486
252
77
213
44S
68

472

1883.

i88<.

1885.

472
447
122
279
518
75

518
502
108
252
628
75
592

628
507
120
449
57 1
110

$117,935 00
54)4 c.

$159,177 00
66ft c

489

430

5"
$67,812 $90,855 00
48^

1882.

45 c-

$75,453 $94,216 00 $99,023 00
47 'A c.
54 c.

hood, and, after having finished the study of the common English
branches, was ambitious to go farther in his pursuit of education.
He determined to make a way for entering the medical profession,
and accordingly entered Earlham College, at Richmond, Ind., where
he took a course in the higher English and classical studies. After
completing his literary education there, he went to Indianapolis,
where he entered the office of Drs. L. and C. II. Abbott and read
medicine for three years. He then came to Chicago and studied
general medicine and surgery in Bennett Medical College, graduat
ing therefrom in the class of 1870. He had completed the full
course of study as prescribed by that school of medicine—Eclectic
—but he had a desire to become as thoroughly acquainted with
every school of study as his means and time would permit. He
entered the medical department of the Northwestern University in
1870, in the meantime commencing the general practice of his pro
fession. He studied at the University until the fire of 1S71, which
destroyed his office and library. He then went to
New York City, where he passed a year in general
observation among the schools and hospitals. While
in New York, he was married to Miss Mary A.
Gunn, on August 28, 1872. His wife is a sister of
Dr. R. A. Gunn, the well-known surgeon, and is a
native of the north of Scotland. Shortly after their
marriage, Dr. Spray and wife returned to Chicago,
and he re-entered the Northwestern University,
completed his studies and graduated therefrom with
high honors in the spring of 1873. He then en
tered actively into practice in this city, and contin
ued highly successful up to January I, 1878, when
he entered upon his duties as medical director of
the Cook County Hospital for the insane, the Cook
County Almshouse, and the Obstetrical and Vene
real Hospitals, his appointment having been con
firmed by the entire County Board of Commissioners
in the fall of 1877. He continued as the chief di
rector of these various institutions until September
I, 1882, when a change in the management of them
occurred, and Dr. Spray was made medical super
intendent of the Insane Asylum. To that he de
voted his exclusive attention for the following two
years, and, on September I, 1S84, he left the insti
tution, owing to changes in the political aspect of
the Board. However, in the following year he
again received the appointment as medical superin
tendent of the hospital, and, in the fall of 1835,
entered upon his eighth year as chief officer of the
Cook County Hospital for the Insane, Dr. Spray
during his attendance at the Northwestern Univer
sity made a special study of nervous diseases, under
the tutelage of Dr. Jewell, professor of that depart
ment of medical science in the University. Such
a course of study materially assisted Dr. Spray
when he entered upon the discharge of his duties
as director of the hospitals, and the large and varied
experience he has since had has been of infinite
value to him. Almost every species of insanity has
come under his observation, and. as he is heart and
soul in the work, he studies and labors to effect a
cure whenever and wherever possible. The man
agement of the insane during his administration
has been unquestionably the best, but the great
disadvantage he has had to contend with has retarded
his operations very much. The main hospital was
built for the accommodation of three hundred in
mates, but again and again its walls have contained
on September 21, 1845, the son of James and Elizabeth (Owen) nearly double the numl>er, taxing to the utmost the energy and
Spray, both members of the Quaker Church. The senior Spray ability of Dr. Spray to provide for all that came. In the construc
was a merchant of Bridgeport, but died when his son John was nine tion of the new hospital, in close proximity to the original buildings,
Dr. Spray has, by his long and valuable experience, been enabled
years of age. The latter was enabled, however, to attend the com
to introduce new features which are a marked improvement over the
mon school and the Friends' School of Bridgeport, during his boy

Included in the 449 discharged in 1885, were 231
who were sent to the Kankakee Insane Hospital. No
reports were printed for the years from 1872 to 1875,
1879, 1881.
Officers.—Dr. John C. Spray was medical director from Janu
ary 1, 1878, to September 1, 1882; and he was superintendent (in
sole charge), from September 1, 1882, to September 1, 1884. H.
A. Varnell was then appointed warden, and so continued. Dr. J.
G. Kiernan was medical superintendent from September I, 1884,
to September 1, 1885. Dr. J. C. Spray has been medical superin
tendent since September I, 18S5. Drs. Malcolm, Moore, and
Thomas Cauley, are assistant superintendents.
Dr. John Campbell Spray, medical superintendent of the
Cook County Hospital for the Insane, was born at Bridgeport, Ind.,
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old style. Dr. Spray is a man of advanced ideas, constantly study
ing new projects, and is always abreast of the best thoughts of the
age. Instead of the prison asylum he has formulated plans that
shall make the abiding place for the insane a hospital-home. He
believes that every surrounding for an insane patient should be cal
culated to attract rather than to repel. Instead of hospitals for the
insane being conducted on the prison plan, confinement in dark
rooms, shackling with irons, etc., his ideas are carried out in the
new hospital by the arrangement of dormitories, corridors and pri
vate rooms, with plenty of light and air, and access to and from all
parts of the ward. The Cook County Hospital for the Insane was
the first in the West, if not in the United States, to introduce female
physicians and trained nurses in the work of caring for the insane;
and the innovation upon the old plan has, thanks to Dr. Spray,
been of great benefit to the patients confined therein. Dr. Spray
is a member of the Chicago and Cook County Medical societies,
the Cumberland Club, Blair Lodge, No. 393, A.F.&A.M., and
Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32°. Owing to his duties he is un
able to devote much attention to social matters; and the fact that
he has been absent from his post but a dozen nights in a period
covering seven years fully demonstrates his devotion to the work in
which he is so heartily interested.
The County Agency.—No description of the three
charitable institutions of Cook County, the Hospital,
Infirmary, and Insane Asylum, would be complete or
fully comprehended without a knowledge of the opera
tions and management of the office of the Cook County
Agent. While established before the fire, that event
brought it into more active and prominent usefulness.
It is the key which unlocks the doors of each of the
above-named institutions, — that organized instrumen
tality which every applicant for relief from the misfor-

Articles.
Bread
Meat
Groceries*
Fuel

1873.

1874.

1875.

1877-

1878.

1879.

1880.

1881.

1883.

1883.

1884.

1885.

25,087
38.789
5,859
30,387
2,593
557
792
707
918
904
1,458
1,556
798
407
950
564
15.337 15.159 12,598 17.953 17,119 15,816 18,342 23,201 20 907 23.580
4,970
5,619 2.S28 1. 741 1,368 2,139 2,347 2,318 1,748 2,319
1 ,273
917
807 1,059 1,455 1,150 2,020
12,847
3.526 6,103 12,693 4.550 2,015 2.385 5.128 4,779 6,132 6,003 5.035
6.424
$■47-797 $166,063 $172,520 8174, S58 S2l?."<i $112,605 $90,217 $65,298 $77.3f>7 $73,484 $88,922 $98,552 $137 144

$ 17,068 $ 24,830 $ 31.647 $
25.045 29,306 43.553
28,245 33.257 28,852
41,260 41.313 39,612
3.258
2,652
2,058
Medical goods
286
214
354
Printing and station1,406
2,232
2,003
Salaries
7,462 14.277 16,430
Shoes
IO,Q20 11,388
7.625
Transportation
Total
Number of families
receiving aid

1876.

Aid is given for one, two or three months, as may be
needed, and ration-tickets issued for meat, bread, coal
or shoes, accordingly.
From the report of the operations of this depart
ment, for 1885, it would appear that the number of
families receiving aid was 5,380; and the number of
children in families receiving aid, 13,250. Of these,
8,070 were males and 10,560 females. Only 824 of the
families were natives of the United States, 1,577 were
Irish, 1,177 German, 471 Scandinavians, 477 Poles, and
854 from other foreign countries ; showing that 85 per
cent, of those receiving aid were foreign born. There
were 915 transportation orders issued during the year.
The administration of this branch of the county
government is orderly and systematic. The books are
well arranged and kept, and it is the only one of the four
county charitable departments that can furnish regular
annual reports since 1873.
Officers. —Charles Puscheck, county agent, 1871-73 ; John
Dieden, county agent, 1873-76; Henry M. Peters, assistant,
1872-75; P. J. O'Connell, assistant, 1875-76; P. J. O'Conneil,
agent, 1876-77 ; Bartholomae Bartolmy, assistant, 1876-77 ; Patrick
McGrath, county agent, 1877-83 ; Nicholas Eckhardt, assistant,
1S78-S5 ; James O'Brien, county agent, 1883-S5 ; William C.
Stevenson, chief clerk, 1874-85. County Physicians, Dr. Francis
A. Emmons, Dr. Fernand Henrotin, and Drs. Harroun and
Holden, 1872-77 ; Dr. T. J. Bluthardt, 1877-85.
The annual expenditures by the county agent, for
thirteen years, have been as follows :

7.096

t

+

40,171 $
50,510
23,236
31.178
1.665
230

8.746

47.974 $
57.937
28,981
44.546
900
515

13.233

* Including dour, corn, oat meal, nee, beans, barley and potatoes.
tunes of sickness, poverty, or a diseased mind, must
use before he can become a beneficiary. The name of
every such applicant is taken, and all the circumstances
of his situation carefully inquired into by a "visitor."
So far as possible, benefits are confined to "aged indi
gent persons, indigent widows and orphans, old decrepit
persons and cripples, and such as are physically and
.mentally unable to earn a living" A "black list" is
kept of all those applying for aid who are deemed un
worthy. When the preliminary examination is con
cluded, the applicant is assigned to whatever place he
may be entitled to enter.
This bureau not only passes upon the claims of
those seeking admission to the County Hospital, Infirm
ary and Insane Asylum, but itself furnishes relief to
needy families entitled to aid from the county. The
amount expended in former years, especially soon
after the fire, was much greater than at present. This
is doubtless owing in part to the improved facilities for
examination, and greater care exercised in looking up
the correctness of the representations of applicants.

21,922 $16,985 $11,035 $12,619 $ 6,590 $ 7,991 Sl6,22I $
31.960 27.329 15.432 16,949 13,884 18,305 28,588
9.655 2.758 2,716 3,057 8,626 4,714 5,788
26,324 17.492 1 1,607 17,532 12,960 17.832 M.250
I,400 1.973 I,56l 2,168 3.641 5.804 2,720
464
469
398
266
291
I46
570

+

3.731

2,756

t

t

3.4M

4,OOI

5,38o

t Not given.
James O'Brien, county agent, son of Peter and Ellen O'Brien,
was born in County Wexford, Ireland, on July 25, 1S42. In the
fall of 1850, he came to this country, and, after a short stay in
Middletown, Conn., with relatives, went to Rome, N. Y., where
he attended school until, in April, 1857, he came to Chicago.
He finished his education at St. Patrick's Academy and at the
Jesuit School. At the age of nineteen, he entered the employ of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, and, after working in
their yards in this city a short time, he became assistant yardmaster, which he retained for five years. He was connected with
the Michigan Southern road one year, and was employed by the
Michigan Central road until December, 1869. He then engaged
in the liquor business on West Harrison, near Desplaines Street,
and, in the fall of 1872, was elected alderman for the Ninth Ward
(now the Kighth Ward), and was re-elected three terms success
ively. In 1879, he retired from the liquor business, and, after
Mayor Harrison's election, was appointed chief sidewalk inspector,
which position he held until April, 1883, when he became chief
deputy assessor under Assessor Joseph Sokup. In the fall of 1883,
he was appointed County Agent, which office he has administered
with marked ability. His record as a public official is without
blemish. Mr. O'Brien was married June 5, 1S66, to Miss Bridget
Long, of Chicago. They have nine childre , — Peter J.. John,
James. Martin, Maggie. Laurence, Ellen, Robert, and Mary. He
is a member of the A.O.U.W.
William C. Stevenson, chief clerk in the office of the
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County Agent, is a son of William and Isabella Stevenson, and
was born at Norwich, Muskingum Co., Ohio, on February tg,
1835. He is one of twins, both still living, their mother dying
when they were three years old. When he was four years of age
(his father having married again), his parents removed to Utica,
Ohio, where he received his education, and assisted his father in
the furniture business until twenty-six years old. In 1862, he
came to this city, and shortly afterward went to Wenona, 111.,
where he engaged in the furniture trade until burned out in May,
1869. lie then formed a partnership with M. Myers, under the
firm name of Myers & Stevenson, and entered the drug business.
Two years later he sold out his interest to Dr. Downey, and
returned to Chicago in March, 1872, to assist in the re-building

of the city. In connection with H. B. Myers, the firm being
known as Stevenson & Myers, he went into the painting business
at No. 11S South Clark Street, which he continued until March,
1S74. He then received an appointment as clerk in the County
Agent's office, and was made chief clerk thereof in 1885. His
services have given the highest satisfaction to his superiors, and by
his large circle of friends and acquaintances he is regarded as a
thoroughly competent and reliable business man. Mr. Stevenson
was married on June 24, 1869, to Miss Zilpha M. Cowen, of
Wenona. They have three children, — William O., Eugene M.,
and George R. He is a member of Fort Dearborn Lodge, No. 9,
A.O.U.W., and is a Knight of St. Albans Legion, No. 16, of the
same order.

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION.
Omnibus Lines.—The passenger transfer and bag
gage express traffic of Chicago, has been practically
controlled for more than thirty years by one man,—
Frank Farmelee,—who started the first regular omnibus
line in Chicago, on May 9, 1853, and whose business
has shown a growth commensurate with that of the
city. The original outfit consisted of six omnibuses
and thirty horses, and required the services of about a
dozen men. There was then no regular line in the
city, and Mr. Parmelee secured the control of the trans
fer business, by buying out the omnibuses of all the
leading hotels. At that early day the service was in.
high demand, on account of the primitive condition of
the roads and the distance of the depots. The Michi
gan Central depot was then located on the lake shore,
at Sixteenth Street ; and as all the Eastern land traffic
came this way, Mr. Parmelee was obliged to inaugurate
a line of covered Concord wagons, specially constructed
for service on the sandy and miry roads of the period.
Although other lines have occasionally entered the field,
Mr. Parmelee's hold on this class of business has con
tinued firm, and there has been practically no opposi
tion for several years. The service at the present time
employs eighty omnibuses, seventy baggage - wagons,
two hundred and fifty horses and two hundred men,
the number being somewhat greater in the season of
summer travel. The large stables required for the
accommodation of this extensive business, were built
by Mr. Parmelee, and are very complete in their ap
pointments. The general city office of the lines is in
charge of J. W. Parmelee, eldest son of the proprietor.
The dry goods firms of Marshall Field, and Davis,
Morse & Co., run a line of two-horse omnibuses be
tween the Chicago & North-Western Railway Depot and
their respective places of business.
The North Chicago Railway Co.—Immediately
after the fire, this Company, which had been a great
sufferer by that calamity, set to work to repair the dam
age and put the line again into running order. Besides
having, since that time, constructed over six miles of
double track and nearly four miles of single track, they
have erected car-houses at the corner of Center and
Racine streets, Clybourn Avenue near Racine, corner of
Clybourn Avenue and Cooper Street, corner of Wrightwood Avenue and Sheffield, corner of Clark Street and
Drury Court, Larrabee Street near Center, Sedgwick
near Eugenia Street, corner of Racine Avenue and
Belden ; stables on Kroeger Street, corner of Clybourn
Avenue and Racine, corner of Clybourn Avenue and
Ashland, on Lill Avenue near Sheffield, on Larrabee
near Center, and corner of Jay Street and Belden
Avenue ; blacksmith shops on Krceger Street, corner

of Clybourn and Ashland avenues, corner of Wrightwood Avenue and Sheffield, corner of Clark Street and
Drury Court ; and the fine building in which are situated
the general offices, at the corner of Clark and Division
streets. The latter was erected in 1883, is a three-story
structure of brick trimmed with stone, and cost, with
site, about $55,000.
As to the lines of road which have been constructed
entire since the fire, and which now are included in the
North Division system,one and one-eighth miles of double
track were completed on Lincoln Avenue from Center to
Wrightwood, in 1872 ; two and one-fifth miles of double
track on Wells Street from Randolph to North Clark, by
November, 1875 ; one and one-eighth miles of single
track on Center Street, from Clark to Racine Road, and
four-fifths of a mile on Webster Avenue from Lincoln
Avenue to Racine Road, in 1878; one and two-fifths
miles on State Street, from Lake to Clark, via Division,
and one-quarter of a mile on Larrabee, from Center to
Webster Avenue, in 1880; one and two-fifths miles of
double track on Clybourn Avenue from North Avenue
to Fullerton, in 1881 ; half a mile of double track on
Sedgwick Avenue, from Center to North Avenue, a mile
of single track on Market, from Chicago Avenue to
Division, in the year 1882; seven-eighths of a mile of
single track on Garfield Avenue, from Lincoln Avenue
to Racine Road, and one-half a mile on Fullerton
Avenue, from Lincoln Avenue to Racine Road, in 1884;
one-half mile on Racine Road from Fullerton Avenue
to Clybourn, commenced in 1878 and completed in
1884.
The officers of the road, since date of organization,
have been as follows :
John B. Turner, president, February 18, 1859, to January 8,
1867 ; V. C. Turner, secretary and treasurer from February iS,
1859, to July 4, 1865, vice-president from July 4, 1865, to January
8, 1867, and president from January S, 1867, up to date ; H. N.
Towner, secretary and treasurer, July 4, 1865. to December 6,1873,
and Hiram Crawford, from December 6, 1873, to date ; I.ucian
Tilton, vice-president, January 12, 1S75, died in March, j 877 ;
George L. Dunlap, vice-president, from January 20, 1879, to April
5, 1881.
Chicago City Railway Co. —Between 1865 and
1875, the lines of this system were not extended to any
great extent ; but, during the latter year, the Wabashavenue line was built, also a line on Indiana Avenue
from Thirty-first to Thirty-ninth Street, and one on
Thirty-ninth from Cottage Grove Avenue to State
Street. In 1877, cars were placed on Halsted Street,
and run to the city limits.
In October, 1880, S. W. Allerton, one of the direct
ors of the Company, visited San Francisco, and wit
nessed the successful operation of the cable system.

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION.
The lines which had been there constructed were in fine
working order, but it was yet to be demonstrated that
the system could be utilized in a region of harsh
winters, deep snow and frosts. Mr. Allerton brought
the matter formally before the Company, and the day
after his return from California, C. B. Holmes, its su
perintendent, started for San Francisco to conduct a
personal investigation. Upon Superintendent Holmes's
return to Chicago, arrangements were at once entered
into for putting the system into operation. The brick
structure between Nineteenth and Twentieth streets
was completed during the season, at a cost of $50,000.
It is two stories high, with stone facings, its dimensions
being 151 by 250 feet. The four engines which ope
rate the cables were manufactured at Worcester, Mass.,
by Jerome Wheelock, at a cost of $35,000. The boilers,
costing $30,000, were made by Babcock & Wilcox of
New York City. On January 17, 1881, the City Coun
cil granted the company the right to operate the cable ;
and, on June 27, ground was broken near Harmon
Court. The State-street line, to Thirty-ninth Street,
was ready for use in January, 1882, there having been
used in its construction 8,000,000 pounds of iron,
250,000 bolts, 50,000 wagon-loads of gravel, 30,000 bar
rels of English cement and 12,000 of American cement,
350 cords of stone, and 213,000 brick. In the work of
construction, one thousand five hundred men and two
hundred teams were employed. One of the greatest
obstacles to be overcome was that met with in the
water, gas and sewerage pipes, which, in many cases,
had to be almost entirely reconstructed, but, under
the personal supervision of C. B. Holmes, the work
was successfully accomplished. Four hundred men
were instructed in the operation of the system ;
and, on January 28, 1882, the first public trial took
place. On the afternoon of that day, a train of seven
cars, with two grip-cars, under the guidance of Super
intendent Holmes, was started from the corner of State
and Madison streets, and conveyed the city and county
officials, with a number of prominent citizens, to the
engine house, on Twentieth Street, making the run in
twenty-one minutes. Here a platform had been erected,
from which speeches were made by Mayor Harrison,

Mr. Holmes, Judge Caton, S. B. Cobb, ex-president of
the Company, William Bross, General Henry Strong,
and others.
In May, 1882, ground was broken for the Wabash
and Cottage Grove-avenue line, at Twenty-first Street.
It was completed during the season, 60,000 wagon-loads
of gravel, sand and crushed stone, 20,000 barrels of ce
ment, 230,000 brick, 36,000 square yards of granite
paving, 9,000,000 pounds of iron, 275,000 bolts and 550
cords of rubble stone, being used in its construction.
Over $2,500,000 were .expended in the laying of
nineteen miles of single track and the twenty miles of
cable, the equipment and erection of buildings.
During the first year of its operation, over six mil
lions more people were transported than during the pre
vious year, under the old system.
Many marked improvements have been introduced
in the Chicago system. The splice used in San Fran

cisco proved virtually useless, and a different one was
invented by Thomas Nash, an employe of the road.
Another important invention is the momentum brake,
the patentee of which is T. L. Johnson, of Indianapolis.
Its advantage is that it comes in contact with every
wheel of the train, and is an almost instantaneous check.
As now perfected, the cable system of Chicago trans
ports one hundred thousand people daily, with ability to
move five times as many, and actually does the work of
two thousand five hundred horses. In an address de
livered by Superintendent Holmes before the American
Street Railway Association, on October 19, 1884, he
gave the following interesting details :
" The construction consists of an underground tube, through
which the cable, supported by grooved pulleys, passes in constant
motion and at a uniform rate of speed. The tube is provided with
sewer connections for drainage, and an open slot on the top through
which passes a grappling device which is attached to a car. The
cable is kept in motion and its speed regulated by a stationary
engine or engines. The rope is endless, and the splices must pos
sess great strength but not increase the diameter of the rope, as any
enlargement would incur severe and dangerous abrasion. It should be
coated with pine tar and lubricated with linseed oil to protect it from
rust and the too harsh action of the grips. The drums which im
part motion to the cable, and the sheaves which carry it around
sharp corners, should have a diameter about one hundred times the
diameter of the rope. Of what material the rope should be made
to secure the best returns is a large question, affected by climate,
the rate of speed it is to run, the frequency of stopping and start
ing, the character of the gripping device and the manner of apply
ing the same, and the hilly or level character of the road. In cases
of sharp deflections from a level, pulleys are required to depress the
rope, and as these must be small to allow the grip to pass below
them, the wear upon the cable is serious. To meet these conditions,
flexibility and toughness, combined with strength and freedom from
crystallization, are needed. Another important feature in a cable
system is the device for automatically securing the proper tension of
the rope. The extent of vibration will depend on its length,
amounting in one four miles long to some five feet, and is caused
by the sudden grappling of the cable by a heavily-loaded train. As
the rope settles some two and a half inches between every two car
rying-pulleys over the entire road, the sudden tightening and
stretching of the cable produces an accumulation. If this were not
instantly taken care of, the rope would drop from the carryingpulleys and sheaves and be destroyed. Provision is therefore made
for taking care of the permanent stretch of the cable, amounting,
sometimes, to two hundred feet. The gripping attachment consists
of an upper and a lower jaw, between which the cable is seized by
the movement of a lever, one pound pressure on the handle of which
produces four hundred pounds on the cable. A small sheave is
placed in each end of the jaw, upon which the cable rides while the
car is standing. Provision is also made for throwing the cable out
of the grip, and entirely free from it, at any time or place. The
length of the grip is such that it passes some three inches above the
carrying-pulleys, and does not come in contact with them. The
cable is brought into the open jaws by an elevating sheave, placed
at an angle on one side of the tube. The metal used for lining the
grip performs two thousand miles of service, when it requires re
newal. In Chicago, a speed of eight and one-half miles an hour
is attainable over one-half the lines, and nine and one-half over the
other half, except in a few places, where the speed is one-half the
above rates, and can be made as much less, at any point, as may be
desired. More power is required during a snow storm, but in
ordinary conditions the operation of twenty and one-quarter miles
of cable in Chicago has required 477 horse-power, of which 389 was
used in moving the machinery and cables and 8S to move 240 cars.
The cable with its coating weighs about two hundred and seventy
thousand pounds, and is doing work which would require two thou
sand five hundred horses. In Chicago, the cost was perhaps greater
than would be necessary in most cities, owing to the nature of the
ground. Along the thoroughfare where it operates, and even on
parallel and cross streets, the real estate has increased in value from
fifty to two hundred per cent."
Since the construction of the Halsted-street line
to the city limits, in 1877, the following extensions of
the horse railway system have been made :
In 1881, on State Street from Thirty-ninth to Fifty-fifth Street.
In 1882, to Sixty-third on the same thoroughfare. In 18S3, on Halsted Street from the city limits to Forty-seventh Street. In 1884,
on Halsted Street to Sixty-third and on Sixty-third to Clark; on
Wentworth Avenue from Thirty-third to Sixty-third Street, on
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Archer Avenue from the River to Brighton Park, on Hanover and Randolph and Lake streets, Madison Street, Van Buren
Butler streets from Archer Avenue to Thirty-first Street, on Thirty- Street and Blue Island Avenue.
first from the Lake to Archer Avenue, on Ashland Avenue from
In 1881, the employes of the company struck for an
Archer to the city limits, and on Stanton Avenue from Thirty-fifth
to Thirty-ninth Street ; a total of over twenty-eight miles built in increase of wages to twenty cents per hour, causing a
1884, the largest amount in the history of the road. The Chicago delay to traffic of about thirty-six hours. Their
City Railway Company now (1885) operates, including the cable demands were finally acceded to. The present officers
system, eighty-seven miles of track.
of the company attribute the success of the more recent
Following are the principal officers of the Company, strike of June, 1885, to the settlement then made. On
the latter occasion they asked for the reinstatement of
from the time of its incorporation up to date :
men belonging to the Union of street-car employes, who
Presidents— Liberty Bigelow, March 28, 1859, t0 September had been discharged by the company for various rea
20, 1S59 ; Benjamin K. Carver, September 20, 1859, to April 8, sons, and were again successful.
1861 ; William H. Waite, April 8, 1861, to August 11, 1863 ; David
On July 30, 1883, the corporation received from the
A. Gage, August II, 1863, to August 8, 1864; S. M. Nickerson,
August 9, 1864, to January 11, 1872 ; M. D. Hennessy, January 11, municipal government a general extension of its fran
1872, to January 8, 1874 ; S. B. Cobb, January 8, 1874, to May 24, chises for twenty years.
1881 ; Daniel A. Jones (acting), May 24, 1881, to January 23, 1882 ;
In 1884, this corporation .operated its lines over
C. B. Holmes, January 23, 1882, to date.
Secretaries—George W. Fuller, March 28, 1S59, to January 13, seventy-five miles of track. It issued a daily average of
186S ; M. D. Hennessy, January 13, 1S68, to January 11, 1872 ; 3,246 horses, made 1,031,503 round trips, and hauled
J. F. Johnson, January II, 1872, to January 9, 1873 ; \V. N. Evans, its cars a total of 7,735,535 miles. It is now (1885)
January 9, 1873, to April 25, 1884 ; H. H.Windsor, April 25, 1884, using 3,733 horses and 655 cars, which make an average
to date.
Treasurers—George W, Fuller, March 2S, 1S59, to January 13, of 3,029 round trips, covering 22,500 miles a day. The
186S; M. I>. Hennessy, January 13, 1868, to January II, 1872; company employs 2,200 men, 1,100 of whom are con
J. F. Johnson, January II, 1872, to January 22, 1881 ; W. N. ductors and drivers.
Evans. January 22, 18S1, to January 29, 18S3 ; T. C. Pennington,
The present officers are — President. J. Russell
January 29, 1 883, to date.
Superintendents—D. A. Gage, May II, i860, to August II, Jones ; Vice-president, Benjamin ¥. Campbell ; Secre
1863; Franklin Parmelee, August II, 1863, to August 8, 1804; tary and Treasurer, George L. Webb; General Superin
Charles H. Walker, August 9, 1S64, to December I, 1866; Daniel tendent, Dewitt C. Cregier.
Thompson, December r, 1S06, to January 13, 1870; R. T. Crane,
Robert Heartt, foreman of the O'Neil-street barns of the
January 13, 1870, to January 13, 1873 ; C. B. Holmes, January 13, West Division Horse Railway Company, was born at Troy,
1S73, up to the present time.
Rensselaer Co., N. V., on October 3, 1815. Although a clothier
by trade, when he came to Chicago, October 12, 1836, walking all
The Chicago West Division Railway Company. of
the way, he commenced life in the West by working on driving the
—The losses of the West Division Railway Company, piers for the United States, then by driving a stage for Lathrop John
by the fire of 187 1, were much less than those of the son on the old Milwaukee road. In the spring of 1837, he was
companies operating the lines of the North and South appointed assistant builder to Nelson R. Norton, who had the con
tract for constructing the Dearborn-street draw-bridge, at $5 a day
divisions. No portion of their tracks was injured and
twenty-five per cent, of all the money expended. Mr. Heartt
except for the comparatively small distance lying east spent the succeeding year in fishing at Green Bay, and, in the sum
of the river. The general offices of the company on mer of 1S39, he became a clerk in the Chicago warehouse owned byState Street were burned and their business interrupted John Kinzie and David Hunter. During 1S40, he became known
Illinois, Wisconsin and Indiana, engaging as he did in
for a few days. Their total loss by the conflagration throughout
grain and produce to and from their markets. A tine farm
was not in excess of $20,000, and their carrying power hauling
in Mercer County engaged his attention the succeeding year, but as
was in no wise diminished. The barns and rolling- the market for his grain was one hundred and eighty miles from the
stock of the company, and nearly the whole mileage of place of raising it, he returned to Chicago, and, in 1S44, engaged
tracks were in the West Division. They soon began, again in the teaming business. He subsequently was employed byCharles M. Gray, the well-known manufacturer of cradles, and
indeed, to transport an increased number of passengers, when
Mr. Gray obtained from C. H. McCormick a contract to turn
owing to the great addition to the population of the out one hundred reapers and a manufactory was established on the
West Division. Immediately succeeding the fire, the North Side, under the firm name of Gray, McCormick & Ogden,
stream of travel was so great between the South and Mr. Heartt became engineer, and so continued for three years. In
the spring of 1S50, he removed to Niles, 111., and built a saw-mill
West divisions, that, to accommodate it, the West Divis
which was principally engaged in sawing logs for the Northwestern
ion Railway Co. and the Chicago City Railway Co. (or
Milwaukee) Plank Road. For many years, until 1S64, he was
established a joint line between Twenty-second Street engaged in traveling over the South, purchasing horses and dispos
ing of them in Kentucky. Upon returning to Chicago, he was
and Union Park, over which passengers were trans
ported for one fare. This, besides being a great con engineer in his brother's tobacco factory, went into the livery busi
in i863, and established the Lumberman's Omnibus Line, on
venience, enjoyed an immense patronage. It was ness
Halsted Street, in 1869. Although this was an unfortunate enter
continued for several months.
prise in which he lost heavily, he continued in it until 1S75. He
From this period to the beginning of 1875, but few then connected himself with the West Division Company, having
new lines were opened by the company. The rapid held the position of foreman from the commencement to the present
Mr. Heartt was married on January 6, 1836, to Sally Ann
growth of the West Division then demanding greater time.
Huntington, a native of New York, and celebrated his golden
street-railway facilities, new construction became impera
wedding in Chicago. He is the son of Daniel B. Heartt and Jane
tive. The most important of the new lines opened was (Callender) Heartt, who had the pleasure of observing the first of
Chicago's golden weddings. His mother is still living, being in her
probably the Indiana-street route ; and important exten
ninety-seventh year. Mr. and Mrs. Heartt have but one child
sions have been made on Chicago Avenue, Ogden living,
William, who is a member of the Fire Department. Daniel
Avenue, South Halsted Street, Canal Street and Canal- B. Heartt, another son, was thrown from his engine in 1866, while
port Avenue, West Twelfth Street, Milwaukee Avenue, going to a tire, and received fatal injuries.

PARKS

AND BOULEVARDS.

These elements of the beauty of Chicago are worthy
of an extended description; not alone for the addition
thus made to its appearance, but also for the incalculable
advantage to the general public. For the wealthy, the
Boulevard drive is a hygienic luxury, and for the poorer
citizen the Parks afford a breathing-place, where pure
air can refresh him after his weekly toil amid vitiated
atmosphere.
As may be seen, by reference to the map, the boule
vard system encircles the entire city, and renders the
parks readily accessible to the visitor. As an additional
incentive to the population to frequent the parks, the
authorities supply free concerts there at stated periods
during the summer. The desirability and utility of this
branch of Chicago's realty can not be too highly eulo
gized, and it is undoubtedly true, that the system of parks
and boulevards in this city is unexcelled by any other
upon the continent.
SOUTH PARK.
The South Park Commission had its inception in the
passage and approval, on February 24, 1869, of "An
Act providing for the location and maintenance of a
Park in the towns of South Chicago, Hyde Park and
Lake." By the provisions of this Act, a board of five
members was to be appointed by the Governor, their
term of office being five years. The lands to be selected
by the commissioners for park purposes were designated
by the Act; and it was further directed that in case the
title to the lands so designated could not be acquired
by purchase at an agreed price, or by gift, proceedings
for condemnation were to be instituted under the pro
visions of the Act of June 22, 1852, relating to the
" Condemning right-of-way for purpose of Internal
Improvements." A method was provided for estimating
the benefit or damage to property-owners, for borrow
ing money, and for taxing property to meet the annual
interest upon such bonds, as well as the amount needed
annually for the improvement, maintenance and gov
ernment of the park. At an election, held on March
23, 1869, the Act was ratified. On April 16, 1869, an
Act amendatory of and supplemental to the Act of
February 24, was approved, and on the same day Gov
ernor Palmer appointed as commissioners, John M.
Wilson, George VV. Gage, Chauncey T. Bowen, L. B.
Sidway and Paul Cornell. On April 30, an organiza
tion was effected by the election of John M. Wilson as
president, Paul Cornell as secretary, George W. Smith
as treasurer, and George W. Gage as auditor.
The first work of the Commission was to select the
land designated by the Act, to survey the same, and
inquire as to its value. Its probable cost was estimated
at $1,865,750, and, under the terms of the Act, the
Commission made application to the Circuit Court for the
appointment of assessors to impose that amount upon
trie property benefited. The Circuit Court denied the
application, and the Supreme Court thereafter awarded
a mandamus directing the performance, by the lower
tribunal, of the act requested. After the appointment
of the assessors, it was learned that the cost of the land
needed would greatly exceed the original estimate. By
Act of June, 16. 187 1, the Board was authorized to
revise and enlarge their earlier estimate ; and under the

power so conferred, it wa.s decided to increase the
assessment to $3,320,000. The Commission issued
bonds, secured upon the park and improvements, for the
full amount of $2,000,000 therein named. Most of the
bonds were negotiated in New York, and from them,
together with those issued in part payment for lands
purchased, the Board realized $1,827,399. More or less
difficulty was encountered in acquiring title to the land
condemned, and considerable litigation ensued, appeals
from the judgments of condemnation being taken, and
carried, in many instances, to the Supreme Court.
In 1869, the Commission employed Olmstead &
Vaux, landscape architects, of New York, to furnish
plans and specifications for the improvement of the park
grounds. These gentlemen, after-a careful topographi
cal survey, submitted an elaborate scheme, covering all
the land adopted by the Board. Work was at once
commenced under this plan, and was carried forward
rapidly. A nursery, comprising five acres, was soon
opened, and there were set out sixty thousand young
trees, of various kinds, at cost of about $17,000. Work
on the roadways and sewers, as well as the grading and
preparation of superficial planting space, were pro
gressing rapidly, when the conflagration of 187 1 neces
sitated a suspension of operations
The offices of the Commission, which were supposed
to be fire-proof, suffered with the surrounding buildings.
The loss was a serious one ; they contained the original
plans and specifications for the improvement of the
park ; the atlases of the towns of Hyde Park and Lake,
showing all the subdivisions in those towns, and the
divisions and ownership of the unsubdivided lands ; all
the records of the Board and books of account, together
with all contracts, estimates, accounts, and vouchers,
subsequent to May 5, 1871 ; and also the special assess
ment-roll for benefits, nearly completed. The Com
mission met the emergency, not only by the. suspension
of work, but by the discharge of all employes except a
small police force and a few men employed to protect
and preserve the Board's property from trespass and
destruction. Those members of the Commission who
were entitled to salary or compensation declined to
receive any subsequent to September, and the chief
engineer, George W. Waite, relinquished all claim to
any salary after October, 187 1. The only contracts
entered into by the Board, during the remainder of the
fiscal year, were for the sinking of an artesian well and
for the purchase of standard trees to replace those
which failed to survive the severe drought of the pre
vious summer.
It was not possible, however, that there should be a
long interruption of the work of improvement. Apart
from the legal questions relating to the obligation resting
upon the Commission to proceed with the work with
due diligence, justice to those whose property was to be
assessed, and good faith to the bond-holders, alike
required it. In the following year, new boulevards were
laid out and graded ; water-mains were extended ;
old sewers were examined and cleaned, and a sub
stantial new sewer, 11,900 feet long, emptying into the
canal, was built ; and one hundred and fifty acres were
plowed and fertilized.
On September 1, 1872, H W. S. Cleveland was
appointed landscape architect. Up to that time, no
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ornamental work had been clone on the park, and the
only portion of its area which had then been made
accessible to the public was the northern extremity of
what was known as the Upper Division. Across this
portion, Bayard Avenue had been constructed, connect
ing the southern extremities of the two principal avenues
of approach from the city, forming a continuous pleasuredrive of four miles in length. Grand (then known as
I South Park) and Drexel boulevards had been partially
laid out, but planting had been done only on the
first. The design for the former avenue contemplated
a road two miles in length and two hundred feet in
width; a driveway fifty-five feet wide occupied the center;
on either side was a grass border, twenty feet in width,
the borders being separated from side roads, intended for
business traffic, by a row of trees. The proposed length

169

of the west division of the park were put under culti
vation ; new water-tanks were erected, supplied by
mains from the artesian well ; artificial lakes were
excavated ; a temporary music-pavilion erected ; and
an old building neatly fitted up as a restaurant. Openair concerts were given weekly in the pavilion, by Hans
Balatka's orchestra, the attendance being so large as to
necessitate the throwing open of the adjacent grounds
to the public. A new greenhouse was built during that
year, making three in all ; and, a large quantity of
valuable plants and shrubs having been forwarded to
the Commission from the Botanical Gardens, at Wash
ington, D. C, many citizens conceived the idea that a
well-organized botanical garden would be an ornament
to the park, and also a source of great pleasure and
practical value as a means of education. The Commis-

ENTRANCE TO JACKSON PARK.
of Drexel boulevard was a mile and a half, and its width
two hundred feet ; the original design comprised a
central ornamental space, one hundred feet wide,
arranged with paths and with grass-plats, planted with
trees and shrubbery, a driveway running on each side.
Under Mr. Cleveland's direction, the central drivingspace was narrowed to ninety feet, the driveway on each
side being widened five feet. During this year, five
hundred trees were set out along the lines of these two
boulevards. Another nursery was planted on the line
of Bayard Avenue, containing more than twenty-five
thousand specimens, together with evergreens numbering
some twenty-one thousand specimens, as well as about
eight thousand shrubs.
During 1874, the work of improvement was pressed
forward rapidly, although the Commission found itself
much hampered in its work by the failure of the author
ities to enforce the payment of delinquent taxes, which,
in three years, amounted to more than one-eighth of the
total levy ; when to this was added the commissions
paid to town and county collectors, the actual deficit
reached nearly fifteen per cent, of the amount allowed
by law. The character of the improvements was similar
to that of preceding years. About two hundred acres

sion finding itself without sufficient funds to defray
the expense of such an enterprise, H. H. Babcock, H.
N. Hibbard, John R. Walsh, E. H. Sargent and A. E.
Ebert signified their willingness to undertake, without
pecuniary compensation, the general management and
direction of the work. The offer was accepted by the
Commission, and the persons named formed an organ
ization, by the choice of H. N. Hibbard as president
and H. H. Babcock as secretary and botanical director.
Circulars were sent to a large number of botanical
gardens and to individuals, soliciting co-operation.
The response was generous. The committee found
themselves the recipients of more than three thousand
packages of seeds and bulbs, nearly eight hundred
species and varieties of living plants, more than eleven
hundred herbarium specimens, and twenty-nine volumes
of botanical and other publications. Among the foreign
contributors were the bo.tanical gardens at St. Peters<burg, Calcutta, Berlin, Vienna, Prague, Leipsic, Am
sterdam, Heidelberg, Zurich, Santiago, Palermo and
Melbourne. Two and one-half acres were laid out for
the temporary reception of hardy plants, and plans
prepared for permanent arrangement of the entire plat.
Four plant-houses were erected at once. Living speci
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mens of native plants were set out in the garden, and
seeds of various species soon collected in sufficient
quantity for exchange.
In 1875, the Board, by resolution, named that por
tion of the park between Fifty-sixth and Sixty-seventh
streets, and Stony Island Avenue and Lake Michigan,

DREXF.L FOUNTAIN.
Lake Park, and the twenty acres at the intersection of
Western Avenue and Pavilion Boulevard as Gage Park,
the latter being named in memory of George W. Gage,
one of the original members of the Commission, who
died on September 24, 1875.
The labors of the Board, up to 1875, may be briefly
summed up as follows : The whole amount of land
purchased was one thousand and forty-five acres, of
which seven hundred and eighty acres had been paid
for in full, and abstracts of title were being examined
with a view to the purchase of an additional half-mile
of frontage on Western Avenue. Nearly four-fifths of
the west division of the park had been completed; three

hundred and fifty acres had been tilled, seeded down,
and planted with forest trees of from three to twelve
inches in diameter ; that portion of it known as the
"south open green " had been laid out as a lawn—prob
ably the most extensive in America; and the four
main boulevards, Grand, Drexel, Pavilion and Oakwood,
had been built and completed, affording
eleven and one-half miles of road. A
connecting drive between the east and west
divisions of the park, besides other minor
boulevards, some five miles in length, had
been constructed. The nursery furnished
several thousand trees each season, which
were planted in the park, their places in
the nursery being supplied by young stock.
The floral department and botanical gar
den were well established, with good hot
houses, steam-forcing apparatus, etc., and
the Board found itself able to furnish there
from all the plants for the walks and drives
in the parks.
Many difficulties had been encountered
by the Commission in obtaining land,
owing to the exorbitant prices demanded
by property owners as soon as the park
bill went into effect, and on account of
vexatious legal delays where the parties
interested could not agree. The assess
ments had been confirmed by the court
and divided into eight annual installments,
bearing interest at the rate of seven per
cent, from the date of confirmation, June
27, 1872. The financial panic of 1873
had materially crippled the resources of
many property owners, who were com
pelled by necessity to contest the several
installments. Another, and smaller, class
of contestants were influenced by a senti
ment of general hostility to the enterprise.
Judgment was recovered in the County
Court, on the delinquent list, for the first
and second installments, but refused by
that tribunal on the third, the court being
of opinion that the revenue law had so
modified the mode of collection that no
judgment could be rendered. From the
decisions in reference to the first and sec
ond installments the property-owners ap
pealed; while the Commission took an
appeal from that relative to the third in
stallment. All the legal questions involved
were presented and argued at the Septem
ber term of the Supreme Court, in 1875,
and the validity of both special assessment
and tax upheld.
The decision of the Supreme Court
had the effect of bringing into the treas
ury of the Commission more than $800,000, during
1876. Three park-phaetons were also introduced in
that year, similar to those used in Eastern cities.
Owing to the financial stringency of the period, the
Commission levied a tax for 1876, of $200,000 only, in
stead of the usual $300,000. Of this amount more than
$142,000 were expended in paying interest on the
bonded debt, leaving a balance very little larger than
was necessary for the maintenance of the parks and
boulevards. There were virtually no funds with which
to extend improvements. A large proportion of the
money received during the previous year, as well as
of that received this year, from the payment of special
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assessments in consequence of the Supreme Court*s
decision, was absorbed in the liquidation of out-stand
ing indebtedness. That indebtedness, which at one
time amounted to some $800,000, owing to the non
payment of the taxes and assessments as contemplated
by the. park laws (the destruction of the assessment-rolls
in the fire of 1871 having delayed for eighteen months
the collection of the park revenue), had been, at this
time, nearly all paid off. In addition to these payments,
$200,000 of South Park bonds, which would have ma
tured on January 1, 1878, had been retired, and the
financial outlook was favorable.
During the years following, unimproved portions of
the acquired territory were brought under cultivation,
new drives were built, and new features of ornamenta
tion were carried forward.
On July 21, 1877, the Board, by resolution, sus
pended the further operations of the Botanical Board,
placing the garden under the general control of the
floral management of the park. This action was taken
to avoid the large and constantly increasing outlay
required for its maintenance, which involved constant
care and enlargement.
In 1880, the Commission owed no floating debt; the
interest on the bonded indebtedness had been reduced
$37,300; and a sinking fund had been created, under
the operation of which a certainty existed that the
bonded debt would be paid at maturity. Great circum
spection had been exercised in the acquisition of the
territory selected (under the law) for park purposes.
Every precaution was taken to prevent any undue en
croachment upon the Board's funds. By December 1,
1880, the Commission had acquired title to all the lands
required for park purposes, with the exception of one
lot, comprising one acre, used for school purposes, and
some two hundred acres, in the East Park, known as
the Phillips tract. Possession of the land last mentioned
had long since been obtained, but owing to the con
flicting claims of various owners and pseudo-owners the
title has not yet been quieted. Much litigation has been
had, and, the property having been divided, separate
suits as to different portions were brought in both the
State and United States courts. A motion for a new
trial in the former tribunal is now pending, in order
that a larger verdict may be secured by claimants than
that rendered on December 16, 1884, which was for
$155,400—-a material reduction of that given on No
vember 5, 1883, which was for $350,000.
Despite the unavoidable expenses connected with
litigation incident to a faithful execution of the trust re
posed in the Commission, the Board found sufficient
funds at their disposal available for purposes of im
provement. New and substantial buildings for neces
sary uses were erected and ornamental structures
sprang into existence on every hand.
As time progressed, West Park became Washington
Park, while the memory of President Garfield, was per
petuated in one of the principal boulevards. An ex
tensive and substantial breakwater was erected. In
1884, a pavement beach was laid in Jackson Park along
the lake shore, from Fifty-sixth Street to the Fifty-ninth
Street inlet, and the breakwater was extended to a point
about two hundred feet south of Sixty-third Street.
One of the most beautiful adornments of the parks
was that furnished by Messrs. Drexel Brothers, of Phila
delphia, who, in memory of their father, after whom
Drexel Boulevard was named, placed at the head of
that beautiful driveway a bronze fountain of exquisite
design and elegant workmanship.
At a comparatively early period in the history of the
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South Parks, the Commission was anxious to secure the
control of Michigan Avenue and Thirty-fifth Street
(from Michigan Avenue to Grand Boulevard), as other
wise the South Park system would be incomplete. Con
siderable litigation resulted over the Board's efforts to
carry out its design, but a decision of the Supreme
Court, in 1880, confirmed the Commission in its pos
session. The plan decided upon for its improvement
contemplated flagstone sidewalks, eight feet in width,
with grass-plats between the sidewalk and the stone
curbs; elm trees were to be supplied, where not already
growing, and uniform lamp-posts erected; a fifty-foot
driveway was to be constructed, eight feet on either
side to be of stone or composition block, and the center
thirty-four feet to consist of a surface of six inches of
clear bank gravel, upon a foundation of twelve inches
of limestone Macadam. The estimated cost of the
improvement was $551,063. The Commission adopted
the necessary ordinances, prepared assessment-rolls,
and filed them for confirmation. A portion of the
property abutting on the line of Michigan Avenue was
that commonly known as the Lake Front, and owned
by the City of Chicago, against which an assessment of
$45,953.23 was confirmed. Considerable delay super
vened in the prosecution of the proposed work, owing
to the failure of the City Council to appropriate the
necessary funds to meet this assessment. This failure,
however, affected only that portion of Michigan Avenue
between Jackson Street and Park Place, and work was
pressed forward on the remainder of the proposed
boulevard as rapidly as the collection of assessments
would permit. The care of the boulevard on Michigan
Avenue and Thirty-fifth Street has entailed a large an
nual outlay, and the Commission has felt indisposed to
assume additional expense. No legislative sanction for
an increase of the tax levy has been asked, however,
the Board being of the opinion that their present
resources — despite the fact of their taxation for the
maintenance of Michigan Boulevard — are sufficient for
a reasonably rapid improvement of the property under
their care.
The Commission, at the close of 1884, owed no
floating debt. The financial condition of the Board, as
set forth in the report of that year, may be thus sum
marized :
Bonded debt due December 1, 18S3 :
Seven per cent., due 1S91, $203,000
Six per cent., due 1899.. 400,000
Five per cent., due 1900. 48,000
$651,000
Reduction in 1884, through bonds paid January 1, 1885 :
Seven per cent
$29,000
Six per cent
- 25,000
Five per cent
3,000
$57,000
Bonded debt, January I, 1885
$594,000
It is believed that this indebtedness will be dis
charged at maturity, through the operation of the
interest and sinking fund.
The names and terms of office of the members and
officers of the South Park Commission, from the date of
its organization until December 1, 1884, were —Commissioners.— John M. Wilson, from April 16, 1869, to
May 2, 1872; George W. Gage, from April 16, 1869, to September
24, rS75 ; Chauncey T. Bowen, from April 16, 1869, to F'ebruary
I, 1S71, and from May 2, 1872, to 1S77; I,. B. Sidway, from April
16, 1869, to 1878; Paul Cornell, from April 16, 1869, to 1883;
Potter Palmer, from February 1, 1871, to April, 1S74 ; James
Morgan, from April, 1874, to 1879; Cornelius Price, from 1S76, to
1881 ; John B. Sherman, from 1877 ; John R. Walsh, from 1S7S ;
Martin J. Russell, from 1879; Bernard Callaghan, from 18S1 ;
Louis Wahl, from 1883.
Presidents.—John M. Wilson, from April
1869, to May 2,
1872; Chauncey T. Bowen, from May 2, 1872, to 1876; James
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Morgan, from 1876, to 1879 ; John R. Walsh, from 1879 to 1883 ;
Bernard Callaghan, from 1883.
Secretaries.—Paul Cornell, from April 30, 1869, to March 1,
1871 ; W. L. Greenleaf, from March 1, 1S71, to March 19, 1873 ;
H. W. Harmon, from March 9, 1873, to 1879; Paul Cornell, during
1879; H. W. Harmon, from 1S80.
Auditors.—George \V. Gage, from April 30, 1869, to March
13, 1871, and from March 6, 1875, to September 24, 1875; L. B.
Sidway, from March 13, 1871, to March 6, 1875, and from Sep
tember 24, 1S75, to March, 1876; Paul Cornell, from March, 1S76,
to March, 1S77; Cornelius Price, from March, 1877, lo 1880; Mar
tin J. Russell, from 1880.
Treasurers.—(ieorge W. Smith, from April 30, 1869, to March
I, 1S70; J. Irving Pierce, from March 1, 1870, to March 13, 1871;
Isaac N. Hardin, from March 13, 1871, to March, 1872; J. Irving
Pierce, from March, 1872, to March, 1877; George Schneider, from
March, 1S77, to 1882; George M. Boguc, from 18S2 to 1884;
Thomas Brennan, from 1884.
Supeiintendents. — W. M. Berry, from 1872 to 1881 ; M. W.
White, from 1881.
Engineers. —J. H. Sams, from 1872 to 1881; J. F. Foster,
from 1 88 1.
Attorneys. —Joseph F. Bonfield, from 1880 to 1881 ; Dupee &
Judah, from 1881 to 1882; M. W. Fuller, from 1882.
Collectors.—W. L. Greenleaf, from 1872 to 1879.
The following table shows the areas and distances
of the South Parks and boulevards, as completed and
improved, to 1884 :

Parks and Boulevards.
=
Jackson Park
Washington Park
Gage Park
Midway Plaisance
Grand Boulevard. 198 feet wide
Drexel Boulevard, 200 feet wide
Oakwood Boulevard, 100 feet wide
Michigan Avenue Boulevard
Thirty-fifth Street Boulevard
Pavilion Boulevard, 200 feet wide
Western Avenue Boulevard, 200 feet wide
Fifty-seventh Street, 100 feet wide

5 So
371
20
So
2.00I
1 .4s
•5o|
3 23
•32
3 5°|
2.81
.03

-I I 50
37i 5-79
10
35
"5
5')
23
32
75
7<)
"3

1057 3-S? 455 23.41

Total .

The receipts from the sale of the first issue of bonds, and their
nature, were —
Due October 1, 1871
$ 117,500 00
Due October 1, 1872
128,500 00
Due October 1, 1874
47,000 00
Due October 1, 1877
200,000 00
Due January I, 1880
1,507,000 00
Total issue
$1,418,000 sold at 90 cents
50,000 sold at 92 Y2 cents
46,000 sold at 93^ cents
200,000 sold at 95 cents
25,000 sold at 97 cents
261,000 sold at too cents

-

$2,000,000 00
$1,276,200
46,250
43,ooo
190,000
24,250
261,000

00
00
00
00
00
00

Proceeds of sale
$1, 840,7*0 00
Amount received from accrued interest
6,644 95
Expenses attending sale

$1,847,354 95
19.955 74

Net proceeds of first issue of bonds
$1,827,399 21
The net receipts from special assessments were —
1872
$ 202,786 20
1873
384.556 24
1874
292,748 82
1875
4M.459 41
1876
809,215 II

1377
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

$ 546.848
453,626
615,463
613,933
142,485
128,495
67,200
37,813'

74
55
02
43
28
73
44
88

Total
$4,709,632 85
The receipts from South Park tax levies have been —
Prior to March 1, 1872
. $535,786 50
Tax levied in 1871, and received prior to
December 1, 1S72
51.25S 98
1873
323,288 96
1S74
183.577 75
1875
311,28247
1876
212,268 64
1877
223,523 85
1S7S
162,441 17
1S79
348,102 26
1880
.
458,571 40
1881
295,445 68
1882
342,463 80
1883.
218,057 49
1884
325,075 62
Total
$3,991,144 57
The disbursements for the purchase of land have been —
To January 1, 1871
$1,641,199-46
From January 1, 1871, to December I, 1872. 148,643 96
»873-193.579 98
1874
114,041 30
1875
133.146 56
1876
41.758 55
1S77
98,121 82
1878
57.737 '3
1879
529,370 05
1880
241,850 34
1881
13,335 3°
1882
18,959 76
1883
6,146 78
1884
39.955 9°
Total
$3,277,846 91
The amounts expended in payment of interest on bonds and
land-contracts have been —
To January 1, 1871
$ 146,417 13
1871
215,576 70
1872
100,421 16
1873
195,259 36
1874
181,814 69
1875
-- 168,304 53
1876
158,811 46
1877
I63.7J5 18
1878
131.343 33
1879
- 105.455 21
1880
65,214 33
188 1
52,970 00
1882
49.385 00
1883
47,755 00
18S4
41,1 10 00
Total
$1,723,553 08
Following are given some sketches of real-estate men.
This class of our citizens, by their energy and foresight,
have been among the most earnest promoters of the
park system, and to their indefatigable perseverance the
success of the movement may be largely ascribed :
Nelson Thomasson entered into the real-estate business fn
1869, while on "awaiting orders," and resigned from the Army in
1870. He was born in Louisville, Ky., in October, 1839, and was
educated in that State. His father was an old line Whig and was a
representative in Congress for many years from Kentucky, during the
same period in which Hon. John Wentworth represented Chicago
in the House. Mr. Thomasson came to Chicago in 1857, and
studied law in the office of Judge John G. Rogers, graduating
from the Law College of Chicago in i860. When the war broke
out he enlisted and immediately went into the Sturges' Rifles. He
was promoted October 31, 1861, to the rank of second lieutenant,
in Co. " E," 5th United States Infantry; to first lieutenant, Co.
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" B " of the same regiment, in 1S63, and attached to Co. " E "; and
to captain of Co. " B," same regiment, on January 7, 1867. This
regiment, under the command of Colonel—now Brigadier General—
Nelson A. Miles, made for itself the reputation of being composed
of the best Indian fighters in the sen-ice. By authority of the Sec
retary of War, to facilitate its rapidity of movement and warlike
efficacy, it was made a regiment of Mounted Infantry—the only one
in the army—the horses being Indian ponies captured by the regiment
in their various successful contests. During his service of nearly
ten years in the regular army, he was five years in New Mexico,
with Kit Carson, Maxwell and General James H. Carleton, and
other famous Indian fighters.* In 1866, he was military superin
tendent of the Navajoe and Apache Indians, over ten thousand
captives of war at Fort Sumner, N. M. He was succeeded by
General George Sykes, U. S. A. He resigned from the army in
December, 1870. Since his entree into the real-estate business Mr.
Thomasson has made a specialty of acre property and large blocks
of real estate ; he also deals extensively in Boulevard property. In
October, 1868, he bought one hundred and sixty acres in Section
27, Town. 38, Range 14, for which he gave §140 an acre, and in
February, 1869, he sold the same for $400 an acre, making over
forty-one thousand dollars by this single operation in five months ;
this property is now designated as l'itner's subdivision. He is a
member of Oriental Lodge, No. 38, A. F. & A.M., and of Apollo
Commandery, No. 1, K.T.
John Alles, Jr., was born on November 17, 1851, at Winnetka, 111., the son of John and Mary (Reinhardt) Alles. His
father is an old resident of Winnetka, having located there in 1835.
Mr. Alles received his early education in the schools of his native
village, and at the age of twenty left school to take charge of a farm
belonging to his father, situated near Winnetka in Cook County.
For two years he turned his attention to farming, and at the end of
that time came to Chicago, and opened a real-estate office in part
nership with his cousin, George Alles, who is at present engaged in
other business in this city. For eight years this partnership
continued, during which time the firm came into possession of much
valuable real estate property. In 1882, George Alles, retiring from
the business, Mr. Alles continued alone, and has managed his
property independently until the present time. His real-estate lies
principally at Des Plaines, a suburban town of Chicago, and his
manner of handling it is the most substantial. It consists of buying
a tract of land contiguous to the city, and, by a subdivision and im
provement of the same, it is made valuable. He designs his own
plans of cottages, erects them upon the lots, and pursues an
independent course in the real-estate business which is commend
able. He is a member of the Knights of Pythias, Teutonia Lodge,
No. 97.
John A. Bartlet was born at Oxford, Worcester Co., Mass.,
on April 8, 1829, a son of Eleazer and Harriet (Ashcraft) Bartlet.
His early school-days were spent in the schools of Worcester
County, fitting him for attendance at the academy at Webster,
Mass., where he afterward went. Leaving school at the age of
eighteen, he entered a machine shop, where he remained six years,
becoming proficient as a practical machinist. On the 13th
of October, 1854, he arrived in Chicago, and the year following
entered into partnership with R. T. Rawson, and formed the firm
of Rawson, Bartlet & Co., wholesale boots and shoes, located at
Nos. 222-223 South Water Street. Under this organization, the
firm continued till 1859, when it was changed to Rawson & Bartlet,
by the withdrawal of the silent partner, and their place of business
removed to No. 24 Lake Street. In May, 1S60, the firm suffered
greatly by fire, but, saving a portion of their goods, took up
quarters at No. 30 Lake Street and continued till 1862, when the
death of the senior partner worked a dissolution of the firm, but his
interest being assumed for a consideration by his brother, the busi
ness was continued under the same style until January, 1S66, when
two partners were taken in, Mr. Rawson retiring in January, 1867,
and the firm became Bartlet, Hoswell & Bush, and so continued till
1869, when Mr. Bartlet sold his interest to S. W. Rawson, his
former partner, and entered his employ as a salesman, where he re
mained for one year, or until the spring of 1870, when his health fail
ing, he paid a short visit to California. After returning from the
Pacific coast, he opened a real-estate office in Chicago with A. P.
Downs. For seven years this partnership continued, when it was
dissolved by the death of Mr. Downs, Mr. Bartlet continuing till
the present time. He was married in Boston, on January 23,1851,
to Sarah A. Wentworth. They have one son, Charles A., who is
engaged in the stationery business in the city. Mr. Bartlet has
never held a political position until recently, when he accepted
the office of assessor in the Town of Lake, which position he now
holds.
Chari.es F. Gregory was born near Sunbury, Delaware Co.,
Ohio, on November 29, 1840, the son of Isaac and Amy (Clark)
•See Colonel Guy V. Henry's History of Army Officers of the late War,
vol. 1, page 472.
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Gregory. When he was eight years of age, his family moved to
Clinton County, Iowa, and there, in the common schools, Mr.
Gregory received his early education. At the age of sixteen he went
to the academy at Maquoketa, Jackson Co., Iowa, and remained
for two years, and afterward attended Cornell College at Mt.
Vernon, where two more years were devoted to gaining a practical
education. When he reached the age of twenty, he left school,
and for the five years following was a teacher. At that time he
went to Rochester, Minn., and dealt in unimproved land in that
State and the country adjacent. For eighteen years he was one of
the heaviest dealers in real-estate in the Northwest, and now owns
many thousand acres of the fertile lands lying in the northwestern
territory. He came to Chicago on January 18, 1884, and established
an office. He was married on November 3, 1870, to Miss Ida F.
Drake, of Dover, Minn.; they have one child, Jessie Lillian, seven
years of age. In iSSt, when the Manitoba & Southwestern Rail
way was surveyed through the country north of Lake Superior,
Mr. Gregory owned a large tract of land near the proposed route,
and as property suddenly advanced he parted with his interest at a
high figure, thereby closing a deal, the results of which alone made
him wealthy. He is at present an extensive land owner, being the
vice-president of the Battle River Valley and Northwestern Land
Company, which has its headquarters at Winnepeg.
Charles Gardner was born at Hancock, Berkshire Co.,
Mass., on August 20, 1837, a son of Silas H. and Charlotte (Cogs
well) Gardner. On his father's side he comes from an old Rhode
Island family, and by the maternal ancestry he is related to the
celebrated Cogswells of Eastern Massachusetts. Many famous and
honorable names occur in that genealogical line, of whom Dr.
Oliver Wendell Holmes and Ralph Waldo Kmerson are not the
least. Hon. John Wentworth, of this city, is connected also with
the Cogswell family by his mother's family, and a long line of cele
brated New England divines are scions of the same root. Mr.
Gardner's early education was acquired in the public and private
schools of Hancock, Berkshire County, after which he attended the
State Normal School, at Westfield, and, returning to his native
village, taught school for one term. At this time, his father died, and
the management of a large farm occupied his time for the following
three years. He then entered Williams College, and, after taking the
regular course, graduated in the class of 1864, with the degree of B.A.,
and took the degree of M.A. in regular course. After leaving college
he was offered a position in the State Deaf Mute Asylum, at Colum
bus, O., but declined it to accept the position of assistant superin
tendent and principal of the Reform School, at Waukesha, Wis.
He remained in that institution from September, 1S64, until
February of the following year, when he received an invitation to
teach in the Greek department of the University of Chicago, and at
an annual meeting of the board was appointed tutor : this appoint
ment, however, was soon after cancelled, owing to some factional
disagreement. In February, 1S66, while at his home in Hancock,
Mass., he again received notice that his services were desired in the
Chicago University, and he accordingly took the position of tutor
in the Greek department of that institution, which he held until
1870. He then resigned and commenced to study law in the office
of Miller, VanArman & Lewis, where he remained for one year,
during which he was also connected with a religious paper pub
lished in Chicago. In 1872, he established a real-estate office, and
has followed this business until the present time. Mr. Gardner has
been twice married; first, on August 29, 1S65, to Miss Louisa M.
Crapo, daughter of Seth Crapo, for many years a prominent dry goods
dealer in Albany, N. V. By this marriage he has two children,—
Lewis C. and Henry G. His second marriage occurred June 23, 1877,
when he was united to Miss Emma A. Shute, of Concord, N. H.
She died June 11, 1S78, leaving one child, Walter A. While engaged
in teaching, Mr. Gardner was a contributor to the columns of the
daily papers, and became associate editor of, and a stockholder in,
what was known as the Western Monthly and afterward as the
Lakeside Monthly. His knowledge of the classics enables him to
occupy the place of a valued contributor to the journals of the day,
and his efforts occupy a prominent place in Chicago journalism.
Coming from a long line of clergymen and theologians, he inherits
a religious and theological cast of mind, which has not only brought
him into prominent church relations-—he is a member of the Fullerton Avenue Presbyterian Church—but has led him to make use of
his intimate knowledge of the Greek to settle for himself many deep
questions of a doctrinal and critical character. A vigorous and in
dependent thinker, with a mind trained to the closest metaphysical
analysis, when once he entered upon that field nothing could pre
vent him from thoroughly traversing the territory or from announ
cing his discoveries as he advanced. These studies embraced the
Greek, both of the New Testament and the Septuagint version of
the Old. and his office has been for years a theological seminary,
to which a large circle of interested students, both of the Bible and
of the Greek language, constantly resort. He is regarded as one of
the most thorough Greek scholars living, and his criticisms have

»74

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

found a wide circulation and are received with profound respect,
both East anil West. For some years the project of a new trans
lation of the New Testament was urged upon him by his friends, and
gradually the matter took shape in his studies, and the work began
under pressure of severe financial reverses and in a season of great
business depression. It was, however, finally completed, and the
book of Matthew given to the world. Among careful Bible students
and scholars it has met with a cordial—even flattering—reception ;
and it is hoped that it will speedily be followed by the publication
of the whole Testament. His profound knowledge of the Greek of
the Scptuagint renders him a tit person to undertake the difficult
work of a translation of the Old Testament from that venerable

John Quincy Wells was born in Ontario County, N. V., on
March 31, 1849. During his youth he studied at a preparatoryschool in Albany and afterward entered Williams College, from
which he graduated in 1 87 1 . He then took a position in a banking
house at Canandaigua, N. Y., where he was engaged until the early
part of 1S72, when he came to Chicago, where he has since resided.
On coming here he went into the office of Ogden, Sheldon & Scudder, loan agents, taking the position of cashier. He remained in
connection with that firm until 1876, when they retired from busi
ness. He succeeded to a portion of their business and became agent
of the Equitable Trust Company, of New Eondon, Conn. He
acted as their agent till they withdrew from the loaning business in
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version; and to the extreme gratification of his friends, it is under
stood, that the colossal undertaking is already under way. As an
example of his method, we insert his version of the Lord's Prayer:
" I'ray ye, therefore, as follows: Our Father who art in heaven.
Hallowed be thy name. May thy Kingdom come, Thy will come
to be also upon the earth, even as it is in heaven. Give us to-day
our daily bread. And remit unto us our debts, because we have
remitted unto our debtors. And bring us not into trial, but deliver
us from the Wicked One. For if ye remit unto men their errors, your
heavenly Father will remit yours also. But if ye do not remit unto
men, neither will your Father remit your errors." Matthew vi: 9-15.
Frank Nowak, real-estate dealer and loan and insurance
agent, first entered the business with William Kaspar in January,
1S73. In March, 1876, this partnership was dissolved, and on the
fifteenth of the same month, Mr. Nowak became a partner of Albert
Pick, the Austrian consul, which co-partnership lasted for one year,
since which time Mr. Nowak has continued the business alone. He
is at present agent for the Gcrmania Insurance Company, of New
York; the Travelers, of Chicago; Greenwich, of New York; United
Firemen's, of Philadelphia; the Allemannia, of Pittsburgh; Boat
men's, of Pittsburgh, and Ohio, of Dayton, O. With this large line
of influential and reliable companies, he also carries on a heavy
real-estate and loaning business. He was born in September, 1843,
in the hamlet of Richenau, Bohemia, fifty-six miles from Prague,
from whence he came, with his father, Joseph Nowak, in 1856, to
Chicago. In 1857, he engaged with his father in the hardware
business, to which he was admitted as partner in 1862, and remained
with him up to the year of his entry into the real-estate business.
His father is now retired from active mercantile pursuits and is en
joying the substantial results of his own anil his son's industry.
Frank Nowak is secretary of the Southwestern Building, Loan and
Homestead Association and likewise secretary of the Building and
Loan Society of the Sixth Ward.

Chicago, and since then has represented their real-estate interests
here. For this corporation and others in the East, Mr. Wells is a
real-estate representative, his connection with the trade the past ten
years qualifying him for the responsible position. Annually there
occurs a large number of foreclosures on realty in this county, and
to those properties in which his clients are interested Mr. Wells
devotes his special attention. Mr. Wells was one of the charter
members of the Union Club of this city, but after making his resi
dence at Riverside withdrew his membership, and is now only
identified with the Union League Club. He was married at River
side, on November 25, 1875, his wife being Miss Josephine, daugh
ter of the late Y.zra L. Sherman, of Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Wells
have three children: Grace, Alice, and Coddington Billings.
Henry Wiiiiti.e was for over fifteen years a Methodist Episco
pal minister in regular work, but now for some years has been a
local preacher and a dealer in real estate at No. 155 Washington
Street. He is a native of Ohio, born at Saybrook, Ashtabula Co.,
on September 15, 1S25. His mother, whose maiden name was
Celinda Wright, was the daughter of General Wright, for many
years the Government Land Commissioner of the whole Western
Reserve. His father, Angel Whipple, moved his family into Illi
nois in 1839, and settled on a piece of wild land near the village of
Roscoe. Winnebago County. The village was started the year
before, and contained at that time about half a dozen houses. Mr.
Whipple bought a claim of 640 acres of land adjoining the village,
but to give his children better school privileges moved, in 1840, to
Mount Morris, in Ogle County; but returned to the farm in 1842.
where he died in Januarv, 1S43. The family were afflicted with
weakness of the lungs and throat, and J. W. Whipple, an cider brother
of Henrv, had gone to Texas as a home missionary, partly to try the
effect of the climate on his health, but expecting shortly to die there.
'The hygienic experiment proved successful and he recovered his
health, and was followed by other members of the family for the

PARKS AND BOULEVARDS.
same purpose, and finally Henry rented the farm and took his wid
owed mother, his sister and two younger brothers, James and Lewis,
and moved there in December, 1S47. leaving the family there to
form a permanent home, Henry returned to Illinois in the fall of
1848, and entered Mt. Morris school once more—this time to study
for the ministry. He finished his studies in one year, and in the
fall of 1850, was married to Charlotte P. Grant and joined the Rock
River Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. As a result
of this union they now have one living son, also a member of
Rock River Conference and now stationed at Tampico, HI. In the
fall of 1856 Mr. Whipple was sent to Chicago and served the Desplaines-street Church for two years, and the East Indiana-street
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imposed the duties, necessary to the opening of the con
templated parks, together with the boulevards leading
to them.
On April 26, the Governor appointed Charles C. P.
Holden, Henry Greenebaum, George W. Stanford, E.
F. Runyan, Isaac R. Hitt, Clark Lipe, and P. W. Gates,
as commissioners. An organization of the Board was
effected on May 5.
While the limits within which the improvements
should be made have been fixed by the Act, their loca-
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Church for two years ; then, after an interval of two years spent
in Galena, was returned to Chicago and took charge of the City
Mission for a period of five consecutive years. His throat by this
time gave out ; in the midst of his greatest usefulness, he was
compelled to take a supernumerary relation for a term, but his
health not showing signs of improvement he finally located and
went into business. After leaving active labor in the regular work,
in 1865, he had made some purchases of real-estate and began to do
some building and commission work ; and when he finally was com
pelled to locate, he formed a partnership with William M. True,
purchased a large tract on the North Side, and devoted himself
wholly to business. In 1869, he bought out Mr. True and the firm
of Whipple & True was dissolved. The great fire inflicted heavy
losses on him and greatly deranged his business by the destruction
of all his books and papers, but he resumed business again at once
and went on without going into bankruptcy. During the War, Mr.
Whipple was eloquent and active in promoting the Union cause, and
did much with voice and pen to forward the good work. He was
at the time pastor of the Indiana-street Church, and because so
many of his near relatives were in the South it was hinted that he
would be indifferent and lukewarm, if not actively hostile, to the
Union cause. But Mr. Whipple astonished and electrified his audi
ences by the earnestness and eloquence with which he pleaded the
cause of the Union, and urged the liberation and enfranchisement of
the negro; slavery being the disturbing element of the Government.
WEST SIDE PARKS.
The Act incorporating the West Side Park Commis
sion was passed on February 27, 1869. It provided
for the appointment, by the Governor, of a board of
seven members, whose term of office should be seven
years, and conferred upon this body the powers, and

tion had been left to the discretion of the Commission.
On June 25, 1869, a commitee consisting of Messrs.
Greenebaum, Hitt, and Runyan was appointed, charged
with the preliminary labor of selecting or designating
the location of the parks. The limits and general
direction of the boulevard, as named in the law creating
the Board, were from the North Branch of the Chicago
River, commencing at a point north of Fullerton Ave
nue; running thence west one mile or more, west of Wes
tern Avenue ; and thence, southerly, with such curves
and deviations as the Board would deem expedient, to
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad tracks. The
parks were to be situated along the line of this boule
vard, at such points as the Board might choose, subject
to certain restrictions. On July 15, the committee,
under direction of the Board, as required by law, sub
mitted to the public ten plans, or suggestions, for the
location of the parks, which were exhibited for ten
days, and offers for the sale of land were invited, and
donations asked for. No offers being received, the
committee prepared three other plans, or suggestions,
which were, on August 5, submitted to the public, and
donations again requested. As a result, donations for
a portion of the boulevard were received, and fourteen
acres conditionally promised, to be used in the purchase
of the northern park. As was expected, immediately
upon the determination of the site of the parks and the
route of the boulevards, property- owners began to place
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a speculative valuation upon all land likely to be benefittd by the improvements. The Commission, however,
took a firm stand, refusing to buy unless large conces
sions were made from prices which it believed to be
purely speculative.
Early in the progress of their work, the Commis
sion found itself hampered by difficulties which,
under the then existing legislation, it was unable
to overcome ; and in 1872, it suggested, and took
steps to secure, amendments to the law then in force.
The first desideratum was, the connection of the boule
vards in the West and South divisions. The rate. of
taxation for park purposes (one-half mill on the dollar)
had been found inadequate. The repugnance of the
average citizen to the payment of a tax for purposes
which he considered ornamental, had to be overcome.

1869, was seven and three-tenths mills; which produced
a revenue on the assessed value of this added territory,
over and above the assessment of 1868, of $19,946.29.
The rate of taxation in 1870, in the town, was eleven
and four-tenths mills, producing a revenue on this in
creased assessment (that year the lands selected for
parks and boulevards were excluded from assessment)
amounting to $28,970.87. It thus appears that the
total additional revenue received by the city and town
from the added territory, from the time the park bill
went into effect up to the close of 1870, was $25 1,446.5 1.
The interest on the indebtedness incurred by the pur
chase of the park lands, and the expenses of the Board
up to March 1, 1871, amounted to $89,814.86 ; showing
a net gain to the revenue receipts of the city and town
of $161,631.65.
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The Commission directed attention to the almost
unparalleled appreciation of real estate in the Town of
West Chicago, consequent upon the improvements un
dertaken by the Board, as shown by the assessed val
uations. By the law creating the Commission and au
thorizing the location of the parks, twelve square miles
were added to the Town of West Chicago and City of
Chicago. This land, in 1868 (the year before it was
thus added) was assessed and paid taxes on $429,660.
In the year 1869 (the first year it was assessed by the
City of Chicago), the amount, including the assessment
on the lands afterward taken for park and boulevard
purposes, was $6,455,230. The town assessment for
the same year was $3,038,841. In 1870, the city assess
ment, excluding the lands taken for parks and boule
vards, was $7,440,060. The town assessment for the
same year was $2,532,368. The rate of taxation levied
by the city, in each of these years, was fifteen mills on the
dollar; which, in 1869, produced a revenue to the city
of $96,828.45, and in 1870, a revenue of $111,60090.
The rate of taxation in the Town of West Chicago, in

A bill for an Act designed to increase the amount
to be raised by taxation for park purposes was drafted
by the Commission, and submitted to the Chicago
legislative delegation before its introduction into the
Legislature. The limit of revenue to be derived from
this source was fixed by the Board at $150,000 per an
num ; but the representatives from Chicago, when con
sulted, reduced the sum to $80,000. During the fol
lowing winter, an Act, popularly known as the " Park
Act," was passed (approved June 16, 1 87 1), providing
for the levy and collection of a tax, for the improve
ment of public parks and boulevards, of three mills on
the dollar upon the State and county assessment, with
a proviso that the aggregate amount thus raised should
not exceed the sum last mentioned.
Of the entire amount of land required by the Com
mission under the plan finally adopted, four hundred
and fifty acres had been acquired prior to May 12,
1S70. On that date, the Board filed a petition in the
Circuit Court of Cook County for the appointment of
assessors to ascertain the value of the lands in cases
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where an agreement with the owners could not be
made, and to assess the cost of the land already pur
chased, increased by the value of the lands condemned,
upon the interests specially benefited. On May 19,
1870, the Circuit Court appointed Nathan Allen,
Pleasant Amick and Garrett L. Hoodless such assess
ors, whose report was filed with the Board on July 12,
following ; and after due notice given and hearing ac
corded by the Commission, that body, on July 25, pro
cured confirmation of the same by the Circuit Court.
The three annual payments to be made on the land pur
chased fell due on November 1, 1871, 1872 and 1873,
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from to constitute a sinking fund for the retirement, at
maturity, of the bonds which it was proposed to issue,
at a low rate of interest, to meet the rapidly accruing
obligations. This suggestion of the Board met the ap
proval of the taxpayers, and steps were taken to secure
the desired legislation. No provision of law of the
character proposed was enacted until 1879; but at its
next session the Legislature passed " An Act in regard
to the completion, improvement and management of
Public Parks and Boulevards, and to provide a more
efficient remedy for the collection of delinquent taxes."
This Act defined the relative duties of the Park Com-
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respectively, with interest at eight per cent, per annum
from the date of purchase. The first assessment or
dered to meet these obligations was for $231,835.73.
The amount collected, less commission for collection,
was $169,887.51, leaving a deficiency of $55,810.91, for
which judgments were rendered against the property at
the August term of the County Court, in 1871. Ap
peals from these judgments were taken to the Circuit
Court, and were there pending when the court records
were destroyed in the conflagration of October, 1 87 1 .
To remove the incentive for such contests on the part
of property-owners, and at the same time lighten the
burden of meeting the necessary assessments, the Com
mission proposed a scheme of legislation, whereby, in
lieu of raising the needed funds by three assessments
annually, ten should be made, the money arising there12

mission and corporate authorities, outlined the char
acter of the improvements to be made, and contained
some stringent provisions, in considerable detail, for the
enforcement of the payment of delinquent park taxes.
It also authorized the Commission to negotiate for an
extension of time in which to meet maturing obliga
tions, at a rate of interest not to exceed eight per
cent. Some measure of relief, of the character pro
posed, was rendered necessary from the fact that a
number of the larger taxpayers had contested in the
courts the payment of special assessments made to
meet these obligations as they matured. Pending this
litigation, these assessments were not available to pay
debts of the Board. Two features of the law were of
special importance. The construction of sewers was
authorized, and the cost was directed to be assessed
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equitably upon all the property benefited, thus reducing
the amount necessary to be expended from the general
park fund for this purpose ; and while the three-mill
tax provided for in the Act of 1871, was retained, the
$80,000 limit fixed by the earlier law was removed.
In 1877, irregularities were charged in the conduct
of the Board's finances, and investigations were ordered
by both the Commission and the West Town Hoard.
The Governor, in the exercise of his official discretion,
deemed it best that the Board be entirely reorganized.
Certain of the commissioners thereupon tendered their
resignations to the Governor, who accepted them. The
Executive at once filled the vacancies thus created, and
removed the remaining members of the Commission,

a bill for authority to issue bonds for the purpose of
funding this debt at a low rate of interest. This was
granted by Act approved May 31, 1879, which em
powered the corporate authorities to borrow a sum not
exceeding $300,000, issuing therefor bonds of the
denomination of $25 or any multiple thereof, to run for
not more than twenty years, and bearing interest at a
rate not greater than six per cent, per annum. To create
a sinking fund from which to meet the interest as it
accrued and redeem the bonds at maturity, the Board
was directed to reserve a portion of the park tax, not
exceeding one-half mill on the dollar. Under this Act,
the Commission, on July 1, 1879, issued bonds to the
amount named, payable in twenty years and bearing five
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appointing new commissioners to fill the places of those
removed. After somewhat protracted legal proceedings,
an entirely new Board came into official existence on
July 5, 1878. At that time, the treasury of the Board
was in a condition far from satisfactory, and an overdue
indebtedness of $424,360.41 had accrued. This was
largely attributable to the inability of the former Board
to collect the special assessments levied to pay maturing
bonds ; it should not be ascribed to mismanagement on
the part of the Commission. It was evident that
measures must be taken at once to discharge this debt,
reduce the annual interest charge, and restore the credit
of the Board. Office salaries were reduced from $9,776
to $3.752> and the amount thus saved applied to the
employment of laborers in the parks. In February,
1877, the Supreme Court rendered a decision sustaining
all the park assessments, thus rendering a large fund
available for the payment of pre-existing indebtedness.
Through collections made from this source, and the
practice of careful economy, the new administration
paid, during its first fiscal year, $96,495.64 on account
of the former indebtedness. The Board again prepared
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per cent, interest. The bonds were sold at par on the
day of their issue, and the money applied to the re
demption of overdue paper.
The financial situation at the beginning of the next
fiscal year was considered by the Board as satisfactory,
there being sufficient assets to meet all current claims.
The Board, therefore, felt at liberty to proceed ener
getically with the work of improvement. A clearer
conception of the amount and character of the work
done up to this time may be obtained by an understand
ing of the original designs for each park. The improve
ments have been carried out substantially in accordance
with these plans.
In 1 87 1, Messrs. Jenney, Schermerhorn and Bogart,
architects and engineers, were employed by the Com
mission to prepare designs for the improvements of the
parks, and superintend their construction.
Douglas Park.—The proposed area of Douglas
Park was one hundred and eighty-two acres, of which
one hundred and seventy-one and fifteen one-hundredths
acres had been secured when the engineers and archi
tects presented their first reports. The problem of
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drainage was one of the first which presented itself. It
was believed that a large amount might be saved in the
cost of sewerage, by providing a reservoir in each park,
sufficiently large to receive all the water falling upon
the entire park area during the severest storms, from
which it might easily be drained into the street sewers.
To accomplish this, excavations were made for lakes in
each park, with banks sufficiently raised above the water
level to form a reservoir and receive the natural drain
age. The earth removed for tne formation of these
lakes furnished a portion of the material needed to se
cure graceful undulations of surface. In Douglas Park,
a very large water surface, covering one-fourth of the
area of the park, was decided upon. Another mo-
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to the north, crossing the narrows of the lake. In con
nection with this drive was placed the esplanade, with
its concourse. The music-stand was placed on the
esplanade, and trees were arranged on concentric and
radial lines. The bridge parapet was continued around
the water-side of the esplanade, and along a part of the
drive where it bordered the lake, giving to the drive,
at this point, the effect of a bridge. A refectory, with
broad verandah and boat-landing, was erected on the
shore of the promontory to the south. Douglas Boule
vard leaves the park on the northwest. Its junction
with the park-drive was treated, formally, with a green
space surrounded by shade-trees; a fountain, with a
a large basin, was placed in its center, and cut-stone
^'s*.
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tive that induced this step was the prospective ne
cessity for a very large amount of material (estimated
at five hundred thousand cubic yards), to be employed
in " filling-in " when city grades in the vicinity of the
park were established. The lake thus became the prin
cipal feature of the park; the architectural constructions
were placed near its banks; the drives encircled it; fre
quent vistas were arranged; the esplanade, with its shadetrees and music-stand, was located on an island in the
center of the lake, connected by a bridge with the east
ern shore. Openings were arranged in the planting, so
that the architectural features might be seen from the
drive. The principal entrances to the park from the
city are Ogden Avenue and Twelfth Street. The latter
was treated as a broad plaza, of triangular shape, orna
mented with a fountain. Immediately within the en
trance was arranged a circular space, designed to serve
as a site for a Douglas monument, from which this en
trance was styled Douglas Gate. At the Ogden Avenue
entrance was laid out a circular space, with central plant
ing, to shut off the direct view from the avenue into the
park. The drive then passes, by gentle curves, a little

watering troughs at its corners. Provision was made,
on the south line of the park, for a boulevard to connect
with the South Park. In the southeast corner of the
park, which is very near the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad tracks, was erected a waiting-house,
for the accommodation of those leaving by that road.
Garfield Park. — This park (formerly known as
Central Park), embraces one hundred and eighty-two
acres. Its northern boundary is the Chicago & NorthWestern Railway tracks, and its southern limit is the
Barry Point Road. It is divided into northern, central
and southern sections by Lake and Madison streets,
which public interest required should be kept open to
traffic. To conceal these streets from view, the design
of the engineer was to construct a low, retreating wall,
and an embankment on either side of each roadway;
the embankment to be as steep as the material would
permit on the side toward the street, and sloping gently
into the park on the opposite side, and the banks to be
densely planted with trees'and shrubs, to obstruct both
view and dust. Crossing the two streets, and connect
ing the sections of the park, it was proposed to con
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struct a viaduct of masonry, with a single arch of about
sixty-eight feet span. These bridges were to be of
sufficient width to accommodate a walk fifteen feet wide,
and a border for planting of a width of twenty feet, on
either side of a driveway of fifty feet. Different designs
for improvement were suggested for the three sections
of the park. The central and larger, containing eightythree acres, was selected for the highest ornamentation.
A large lake was proposed to be excavated, for the
same reasons as prompted that feature in Douglas
Park. The design included a division of the lake by a
peninsula, allowing the construction of a cross-road,
affording a short drive or a quick transit through the
parks. Washington Gate, on the eastern side, on a
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direct line with the center of Washington Boulevard,
was to afford ingress from the most important avenues
of the West Division. On the shore of the lower lake
were to be picnic grounds, opposite an island, where
was to be erected a chalet, a pavilion and a rustic
shelter. It was designed that this portion of the park
should be pastoral in character, and its architecture
and construction simple and rural. In contrast to
this, the plan contemplated elaborate ornamentation of
the upper lake and its surroundings; a large and impos
ing terrace, a gilded and highly-colored music-stand,
of the Byzantine style of architecture, tiled floors, cutstone parapets, and circular corner-pavilions were
among the devices designed. Close to the drive-way
was the refectory. Outside of the terrace was to be a
second drive. Broad boat-landings, with vine-covered
arbors, were to afford sheltered seats for pedestrians
and serve the double purpose of convenience and orna
mentation. The northern portion of the park embraced
but thirty acres, and was separated from the central
portion by Lake Street. The landscape architects em
ployed to submit a design for improvement were of

opinion that an extensive close-cut lawn would afford a
pleasing and striking contrast with the wildness and
aridity of the surrounding prairie, during the drouth of
midsummer. It was suggested that such a lawn might
serve an excellent purpose for croquet parties and base
ball games, while a proposed shelter at the lower end
would furnish a place where refreshments might be
provided. The design originally submitted contem
plated the devotion of the southern section of the park
to the purposes of a museum of natural history, and for
greenhouses, plant-houses and a winter garden.
Humboldt Park.—The natural features of Hum
boldt Park were, in some respects, more favorable to
improvement and adornment than either of the others.
On the one hand, the ground is suffi
ciently high to require no filling in;
and, on the other, its territory was not
crossed by public highways which the
Commission had no right to close.
From the city, the important ap
proaches to this park are Central Bou
levard and Grand Avenue on the south,
and Division Street and North Avenue
on the east. Taking advantage of the
boulevard between Grand Avenue and
the park, the engineers suggested a
grand plaza, embracing the whole width
(four hundred feet), adorned with a
monument and fountains, and bordered
by a double line of shade-trees. The
Division-street entrance was planned
as a quadrant of two hundred feet
radius, bisected by the avenue, the sec
tors being proposed as sites for mon
uments.
To secure an undulating
surface, as well as to meet the require
ments of drainage, a large lake surface
was an imperative necessity. The lake
was to extend in a somewhat di
agonal direction nearly across the
center, so arranged as to allow the
most extended vistas within the
capabilities of the park limits.
Near the center of the lake were
to be two terraces, inclining on a
diagonal from the southeast to the
northwest. A fountain was to
adorn the lower terrace, while in the
center of the upper was to be reserved a site for a
Humboldt Monument. The general scheme for the
adornment of the park, the plans for walks, drives, for
pleasure grounds, plateaux (including the concourse),
architectural structures, etc., were similar to those sug
gested for Douglas and Garfield parks.
Boulevards.—The system of parks in the West
Division of the city is completed by boulevards connect
ing the different parks, extending north and east to
the boulevard from Lincoln Park, and south to the
boulevard from the South Parks, thus forming a con
tinuous drive around the city, varied at intervals by
the different parks and the enlargement at each point
of divergence or change of direction. In design, the
boulevards are elongated parks. As, however, the
width forms but a small fraction of the length, the
drives naturally become straight lines, and a formal
character is stamped upon the whole design.
The boulevards which pertain to the West Park Sys
tem may be briefly sketched as follows: Leaving
Douglas Park on the west is Douglas Boulevard, two
hundred and fifty feet in width. One hundred feet of
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the center was reserved for a lawn space, to be planted
with shade-trees near the drives; on either side of the
central lawn was proposed a drive of fifty feet, sepa
rated by a line of trees from a sidewalk twenty-five feet
wide. Where the cross-streets intersect the boulevards,
parallelograms are formed, affording an opportunity
for a variety of ornamentation.
From Garfield to Humboldt Park extends Central
Boulevard. The design for its improvement embraced
a central drive, fifty feet in width, bordered by spaces,
fifty-one feet wide, on either side. Through the center
of one of these spaces was a bridle-path, twenty feet
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petition signed by the owners of a majority of the
frontage of the abutting property, the City Council, on
September 29, 1879, conveyed to the Commission, by
ordinance, the control of Washington Street from Halsted Street to Central (now Garfield) Park, reserving all
powers in relation to sewers and water and gas-pipes,
and their connections. Plans and specifications for the
improvement of the street were adopted by the Board,
and the estimates were confirmed by the court, without
opposition, on March 21, 1881. The sewer connections,
were repaired, water-pipes lowered, water and gas
mains altered and connections made, and worfrwas be-
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in width ; through the other, an eight-foot path. Side
roads, twenty-five feet in width, adjoined these borders,
flanked by sidewalks twenty-four feet wide.
Six
lines of trees were proposed, thirty feet from centers,
on lines bordering the side roads and the drives.
The general design submitted for the improvement of
Humboldt Boulevard, leading in a general northeasterly
direction from Humboldt Park, was similar to that for
Central Boulevard. A central driveway, of fifty feet in
width, was placed between two neighboring roads, each
twenty-five feet wide, adjoining which were broad walks
and a bridle-path.
The plans suggested have undergone some modifi
cation, but their main features were adopted. A con
siderable part of the work contemplated has been
completed.
In accordance with legislative enactment and a

gun on the roadway on September 13. Washington
Boulevard was extended through Union Park, secur
ing a broad, direct and continuous avenue approach to
Garfield Park, from which, between certain points,
traffic teams are excluded.
In order to secure uniformity of administration in
the West Side Park System, the City Council, in the
autumn of 1885, placed under the Commission's con
trol the four small parks in that Division,— Union,
Jefferson, Vernon and Wicker ; the two former by
ordinance of October 12, and the two latter on Novem
ber 9.
Cost.—The total cost of land, maintenance and im
provements in the West Chicago Park and Boulevard
System, from its inception until 1885, is shown in the
following summary:
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DOUGLAS PARK.
Cost of land, average per acre. $1,348... $242,407 71
Cost of improvement and maintenance
214,632 21
■ $457,039
GARFIELD PARK.
Cost of land, average per acre, $2,449.. $455. no 67
Cost of improvement and maintenance
457,723 25
912,833
HUMBOLDT PARK.
Cost of land, average per acre, $1,325.-- $265,831 24
Cost of improvement and maintenance
355,886 10
621,717
0
DOUGLAS BOULEVARD.
Cost of land, average per acre, $900
$ 27,569 60
Cost of improvement and maintenance
40,622 98
68,192
CENTRAL BOULEVARD.
Cost of land, average per acre, $1,178 $ 61,555 71
Cost of improvement and maintenance
144,876 63
206,432
HUMBOLDT BOULEVARD.
Cost of land, average per acre, $519
$ 30,085 11
Cost of maintenance and improvement
9,148 52
39.233

92

92

34

58

39

63

Total
.$2,305,449 78
The area (in acres) of the parks and boulevards
under control of the West Chicago Park Commission,
with the extent of various improvements made therein,
are shown below :

George Wilson Stanford was born on February 21, 1833,
at Wheeler, Steuben Co., N. Y., his parents being Charles and Jerusha (Chadwick) Stanford. He worked upon his father's farm until
he was twenty-one years old. On attaining his majority (1854) he
went to St. I'aul and began his professional studies. One year
later he removed to Kenosha, at which city he was admitted to the
liar in June, 1856. Early foreseeing the possible future metropoli
tan character of Chicago, he at once established himself here. Two
years later, he formed a partnership with Jasper D. Ward (after
ward a member of Congress from this city). This partnership term
inated in 1876, when Mr. Ward removed to Colorado. He was
appointed a member of the Board of West Chicago 1'ark Commis
sioners by Governor Palmer, in 1869. He was, on its organization,
chosen president of the Board and was re-elected eight times, and
from the hour of his appointment until the date of his resignation,
in 1877, devoted not only his best energies but the greater portion
of his time to his official duties. It was his professional eye that
detected the legal imperfections and inconsistencies of the original
Act creating the Board, and it was he who suggested the main fea
tures of the supplemental bill which afterward (in its fundamental
points) received legislative sanction, and under which the West Side
park and boulevard system has become one of the city's chief attrac
tions. To appreciate Mr. Stanford's labors in this regard, it must be
remembered that the Commissioners encountered no little opposition
in their labors from constitutional " tax-fighters," and the adoption
by the Board of the conservative and conciliator)' policy urged by
Mr. Stanford went far toward nullifying a baseless hostility. The
litigation, inseparable from the prosecution of any public improve
ment, which was encountered in carrying out the law was conducted
under his supervision, and with marked success. It is not too much
to say that to his unflagging interest and unwearied devotion in the
discharge of the duties of this trust, is to be attributed no small share
of the growth toward symmetry and beauty noticeable, during his
administration, of the West Side system. Mr. Stanford's first wife

Humboldt
Park.

Garfield
Park.

Douglas
Park.

Area of land purchased (acres) .
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17
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56,165

24,633
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The names of the members and officers of the West
Chicago Park Commission, from its organization to 1885,
with their respective terms of office, were —
Commissioners—Charles C. P. Holden, 1869-79; Henry
Greenebaum, 1869-77; George W. Stanford, 1869-77; E. F.
Runyan, 1869-76 ; Isaac R. Hitt, 1869-73 ; Clark Lipe, 1869-78 ;
David Cole, 1869-75 ; Emil Dreier, 1873-75 ; Louis Schultze,
1875-78 ; A. C. Millard, 1875-79 I A. Muus, 1877-79 '■ Samuel II.
McCrea, 1878-83; J. W. Bennett, 1878-79; Willard Woodard,
1875-S3 ; Sextus N. Wilcox, 1879-81; John Brenock, 1879-S5 ;
Emil Wilken, 1879-81 ; E. Erwin Wood, 1879-81 ; George Rahlfs,
from 1879 ; J. Frank Lawrence, 18S1-82 ; Harvey 1.. Thompson,
from 1881 ; Consider B. Carter, 1881-83 I Patrick J. McGrath,
from 1882 ; Christian C. Kohlsaat, from 1883 ; David W. Clark,
from 1883 ; Henry S. Burkhardt, from 1883.
Presidents—George W. Stanford, 1869-77; Clark Lipe, 1877-78 ;
Willard Woodard, 1879-80; Sextus N. Wilcox, 1SS0-81 ; Samuel
H. McCrea, 1881-83 ; John Brenock, 1883-84 ; Harvey L. Thomp
son, 1884.
Treasurers—Henry Greenebaum, 1869-77 ; B. Loewenthal,
1S7S-S0; John Buehler, 1880-84; Fred M. Blount, 1884.
Auditors—E. F. Runyan, 1869-76 ; Louis Schultze, 1876-78 ;
A. Muus, 1S78-79 ; John Brenock, 1879-81 ; Willard Woodard,
1881-82; J. Frank Lawrence, 1882-S3; David W. Clark, from 1884.
Secretaries—Charles S. Lodding, 1869-76; Charles Proebsting,
1876-77; A. C. Millard, 1S77-79 ; R. McChesney, 1879-80; E.
E. Wood, 1880-81 ; Thomas J. Suddard, 1881-84 ; Charles F.
Foerster, 1884.
Engineers and Architects—W. L. B. Jenney, 1869-75; O. F.
Dubuis," 1 88 1.
Attorneys—George W. Smith, 1882-83 '• William E. Mason,
from 1S83.

Douglas Humboldt Central Washington So.-Western
Boulevard. Houlevard. Boulevard. Boulevard. Boulevard.
75.60

52.II
25.OO

29.00
29.00

11,000

15,840
15.840

64.OO

Total.
826 47
353-00
68,736
45.916
50

547

738

1,393

625

....

119,564

was Miss Martha P. Allen, of Herkimer County, X. Y.; his second
marriage occurred in 1870, his bride being Miss Lydia C. Avery.
LINCOLN PARK.
The original Act creating the Lincoln Park Com
mission was approved on February 8, 1869. In this
Act, E. B. McCagg, J. B. Turner, Joseph Stockton,
Jacob Rehm, and Andrew Nelson were named as com
missioners. An organization of the Board was effected
on March 16, 1869, by the election of E. B. McCagg as
president. As the law contemplated that Lincoln Park
should be a city park, the Board, acting under its pro
visions, early applied to the Mayor of Chicago to issue
city bonds to an amount sufficient for the purchase
of the land to be embraced within its limits. The
Mayor having refused to take any action in the matter,
the Commission made application for a mandamus to
compel the issuance of the bonds. In the course of the
legal proceedings thus instituted, the original Act was
declared invalid, and, on June 16, 187 1, another Act
was approved, providing for the appointment of a new
Board, a question having been raised as to the power of
the Legislature to name the commissioners in the law.
In November, 187 1, the Governor appointed as such
Board, Samuel M. Nickerson, Joseph Stockton, Belden
F. Culver, William H. Bradley and Francis H. Kales.
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The original Board did little beyond topographically
studying the territory to be embraced in the park, and
preparing plans for its improvement. The most note
worthy event during their administration was the partial
completion, and formal opening to the public, of the
Lake-shore Drive, fronting the park.
The first act of the new Board was to acquire the
land needed. Proceedings in condemnation were com
pleted, and title secured to all the territory. The Act
of June 16, 187 1, authorized the levying of a special
assessment for park purposes upon the lands benefited,
by the corporate authorities of the towns of North Chi
cago and Lake View, within whose limits the park is
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black soil have been employed. Resort was had, for
many years, to temporary expedients to protect the
shore. Their inutility and the gravity of the threatened
danger soon convinced the Commission of the neces
sity for a permanent breakwater of a substantial char
acter, and, in 1878, its construction was commenced.
The system adopted was that known as the Netherlands
plan, .consisting of brush mattresses laid along the shore,
in a depth of from three to five feet of water, the surface
paved with stone. The cost averaged nine dollars a
lineal foot, and the work has proved adequate to the
resistance of all storms by which it has been tested.
As the work progressed, the space back of the break-
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situated. Under this law, in 1873, an assessment was
made, and confirmed by the Circuit Court. An appeal
having been taken to the Supreme Court, serious defects
in the law were discovered, and new legislation was
asked by the Commission, in order that the law might
conform to the decision. Under an Act approved Feb
ruary 18, 1874, the assessor and supervisor of North
Chicago made another special assessment, which was
sustained, on appeal to the court of last resort, on all
lands in that town deemed benefited by the proposed
improvement.
Its frontage of two and a quarter miles on Lake
Michigan affording an opportunity for a driveway with
unsurpassed views, Lincoln Park enjoys one conspicuous
advantage over the other city pleasure-grounds. Its
natural features, however, are such as render its im
provement a work of no small difficulty. Much of the
land embraced within its limits was originally a barren,
sandy waste ; its entire surface is sandy and destitute of
natural shade; and the constant menace of encroach
ment by the Lake necessitated unceasing vigilance. To
subjugate the soil, more than one hundred thousand
cubic yards of clay, and tens of thousands of yards of

water was filled and graded, and improved by appropri
ate planting. Despite these natural obstacles, the park
has been converted into a delightful pleasure resort,
and has constantly grown in popular favor. Bordered
on two sides by a dense population, and easily reached,
it is pre-eminently the resort of the people ; its pleas
ures are enjoyed by the poor as well as the rich. The
improvements have been mainly designed by Olof Ben
son, and have been carried forward under his superin
tendence. The treatment of the park has been of the
simplest and most economical character consistent with
good taste and the public requirements, and costly
architectural display has been studiously avoided. The
aim of the Commission has been, from the outset of the
work, to limit the expenditure to the means under its
control, and, with the exception of the obligations
incurred under the law in the purchase of land, the
Board has no debts. No commissioner has ever re
ceived any compensation for his services, and during
the ten years from 1869 to 1879 the entire amount
expended in salaries hardly exceeded $31,000.
During the spring of 1878, the pier at North Avenue
was converted by the Board into a floating hospital, the
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object being to afford a spot where ailing children
might find benefit from the invigorating breezes of
Lake Michigan.
The Commission also availed itself of the funds at
its disposal for the exercise of the truest charity in
another direction. A winter force of laborers, as large
as could profitably be employed, was recruited from the
ranks of the unemployed workmen of North Chicago
and Lake View, by the adoption of which system many
families were relieved from want.
The value of a zoological collection, as one of the
features of the park, was early recognized by the Com
mission.
Economic reasons, however, forbade any
outlay in this direction beyond that needed for the
proper care of such specimens of natural history as were
donated to the Board. The collection mainly embraced
animals peculiar to the country; it is neither large nor
rare, yet for years it has proved a source of much inter
est and pleasure to visitors at the park. Paddocks,
covering several acres, have been inclosed for the
accommodation of deer and elk, and a series of admira
bly designed bear-pits constructed. In speaking of the
animal collection, in its annual report for 1879, the
Commission says : " Propositions have frequently been
made to the Board to furnish a collection of animals
equal in variety to any in this country; a small admis
sion to be charged until the purchase-price was met.
All such offers have been declined."
Much difficulty was encountered in relation to the
water supply. Two artesian wells (one thousand one
hundred and fifty and one thousand five hundred feet
deep, respectively) were sunk at an early day. After
some years the supply thus secured materially dimin
ished, and proved adequate only for the purpose of
supplying the lakes within the park—a season of drouth
rendered very difficult the preservation of lawns and
trees; and, in 1877, the Commission was compelled
to have recourse to the water- works of Chicago and
Lake View, the water-tax forming a not inconsiderable
item in the expenditures of the Board.
The appended tables afford an epitomized statement
of the cost of Lincoln Park to the public, and the man
ner in which the funds have been disbursed:
From
1869 to 1879.

One of the most attractive features of the park is
the floral display, which is hardly surpassed elsewhere.
The members and officers of the Lincoln Park Com
mission, from its original date of organization, have
been —
Commissioners—Ezra B. McCagg, 1869-71; J. B. Turner,
1869-71 ; Joseph Stockton, from 1869; Jacob Rehm, 1869-71, and
1874-76; Andrew Nelson, 1869-71; Samuel M. Nickerson,
1871-74; William H. Bradley, 1871-74; Francis H. Kales,
1871-74; Belden F. Culver, 1871-77 ; F. H. Winston, from 1874;
A. C. Hesing, 1874-76 ; T. F. Withrow, from 1876 ; L. J. Kadish,
1876-83; Max Hjorstsberg, 1877-80; Isaac X. Arnold, 1880-84;
Charles Catlin, from 1883 ; J. McGregor Adams, from 1884.
Presidents—E. B. McCagg, 1869-71 ; B. F. Culver, 1871-74 ;
F. H. Winston, from 1874.
Secretary—E. S. Taylor, from 1871.
Treasurers—John DeKoven, till 1883; C. J. Blair, from 1883.
Superintendents—Olof Benson, 1871-83; H. J. DeVry, from
1883.
Pleasant Amick, dealer in real estate, is one of the best
known citizens of Chicago, and one, too, thoroughly well-liked. He
has been a resident of this city since 1844—over forty years—and
connected with the west town or city Assessor and Collector's office,
either as principal or deputy, for fourteen years ; exhibiting while
in office a capacity and fairness in his delicate duties which won for
him universal favor from all parties. Beginning with the fall of
1864, he was elected collector for the West Side on the same ticket
with Abraham Lincoln in his second term, and the following year re
fused the nomination in favor of Jacob Gross,—the one-armed
soldier—our present State Treasurer. In 1867, he was elected City
Assessor by the Council and was succeeded, in 1S69, by the late
Major Lew H. Druery. That fall he opened a real estate office in
the Major Block, removing to the Bryan Block just before the fire
—which was largely responsible for his sudden removal therefrom
in October, 1871. He, however, resumed elsewhere. In 1876,
James N. Clark was elected West Town Assessor, and Mr. Amick
served as deputy in the real-estate department during his two terms,
and as chief deputy during that of his successor, Thomas Brennan.
The following year, 1879, he was defeated by Joseph Sokup by a bare
majority, after all deductions, of about one hundred and fifty, but
served as his chief deputy during his term of office. In 1880, he
ran again and was elected by three thousand four hundred and two
majority, running ahead of his ticket over three thousand votes. In
the close election of 1881, he again won by one hundred and eight
majority, but was the only one elected on the republican ticket. At
the end of his term of office he finally abandoned political life, and
has since devoted himself to his real-estate business, for which his
long service as assessor, and the large circle of friends he formed by
its means, give him peculiar advantages. Mr. Amick is a native of
Cassopolis, Mich., born on October 14, 1834. His parents, Jacob
and Rachel (Corron) Amick, were natives of West Virginia, and

1880.

■ 881.

1882.

1883.

1884.

1885.

Land
_$ 808,900 38 $198,219
Improvement and maintenance 625,694 07 93,580
174,048 92 54,405
4,347 84
17
38,000 81
388
31,324 32 4-999
Legal expenses
25,482 70
575
8.158 25
1,155
8,905 91
3,578
9.798 15
3S8

01 $ 48.478
04 106,450
00 57,182
315
01
81
7,625
99 5,000
00
27
1,412
42 10,153
500
90

15 $ 44.457
49 103,809
12 49.535
00
649
82
8,706
00 4,841
1,409
1,383
30
5.735
95
76
323

09 $ 43,776
71 117,489
00 41,385
476
04
47 9.833
65 4,000
15
70
06
1,520
29 3.295
15
V35

12 $ 73.999
37 109,103
00 42,446
27 1,326
9/> 10,181
00 5,946
00
12
06 1. 251
17 10,170
703
95

20 $ 53.344
25 138,801
00 41.100
89 2,296
98 12,051
60 6,699
43
1,106
5r
1,293
45
7.225
44
885

On what account expended.

Total

Source.

Total.
87 $1,271,174
9,) 1,294,928
00 460,102
92
9.428
21
86,789
96
62,812
00
28,600
16,173
40
35
49,064
46
13,335

82
87
04
97
06
52
83
85
54
8l

$1,734,661 35 $357,307 45 $237,118 59 $220,850 16 $222,526 90 $255,141 75 $264,805 11 $3,292,411 31
From
1869 to 1879.

1880.

1881.

1882.

1883.

1884.

1885.

Totals.

From taxes
$710,283 95 $112,009 99 Si 26, 1 76 21 $119,985 34 $101,522 82 $154,562 20 $141,078 86 $1,465,619 37
From assessments
422,226 09 105,642 18 108,476 83 93,226 57 56,473 00 99,287 66 78,149 21
From sundry sources.
440 00
1,036 87
14.757 06 39.497 68 45,729 21
1,693 II
30,694 68
?33i848 65
From sale of bonds . . 613,051 75 147,179 47
760,231 22
Si, 747.254 90 $365,271 64 $235,689 91 $227,968 97 $197,493 50 $299,579 07 $249,922 75 $3,323,180 74
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came to Michigan about 1830. Five years later they moved to
Plato, in Kane Co., 111. .where they lived on a farm until the spring
of 1844, when they came to Chicago. Young Amick attended the
Scammon School, until 1848, under A. I). Sturtevant, who was then
principal, when he entered the grocery store of C. D. Robinson—
now in California. The following year he began to work for J. li.
Doggett, a grocer, with whom he remained until 1855. He was
then twenty-one years old and, having accumulated some capital,
started in the same business for himself at No. 58 West Randolph
Street. He succeeded very well and continued until the year be
fore the War, when he sold out. In 1849, his father went to Cali
fornia where he died in 1850, leaving the family on the hands of
Pleasant—his oldest son. That duty he discharged faithfully, rear
ing and educating two younger brothers, both of whom entered the
Army and each made a singularly meritorious record. Their names
were Hiram and Myron J. Mr. Amick was himself unfitted for

ent time (1886) Chicago will contain a round million of inhabitants.
Although Mr. Carbine reached the city when the cholera was at the
height of its ravages, he at once engaged in the real-estate business,
and has so busied himself continuously up to the present time. Al
though sixty-six years of age, he still enjoys a vigorous constitution
which has been built up by hard work and close application. His
time is now fully occupied in looking after his own real-estate, which
is situated all over the city. The bulk of his property, however,
which is both of a business and residence nature, is located on Lake
Street, between May and Curtis, on Randolph between the same
streets, and Ann and May, on Curtis Street between Fulton and
Lake, and on South Desplaines. Mr. Carbine's wife was formerly
Miss Sarah Bradbury. They have two children living, Mrs. J. W.
Newburn and Mrs. F. F. Bluhm. Mr. Carbine has had little op
portunity to indulge in social pleasures, his life has been such a
busy one. The only order of which he is a member is that of the
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the hardships of the field by reason of a physical infirmity, and was
engaged in general trade during the greater part of the War. In
i860, Mr. Amick was made a member of National Lodge, No. 596,
A.F. &A.M., in Chicago. He had become an Odd Fellow in
1856, being one of the Charter members of Fort Dearborn Lodge,
No. 218, but has affiliated only with the Masons for some years. On
November 15, 1854, while still in the employ of J. B. Doggett, he
married Miss Julia S. Bishop, who, with her brothers and sisters,
were his companions in the old Scammon School. Two children
were born to them, —Frank S. and Stella J.
Thomas Carbine, one of the early settlers and prominent
real-estate men of the West Side, is a native of England, and was
born on October 22, 1819. In May, 1840, he came to Utica, Oneida
Co., N. Y., where he remained for over fourteen years, working
hard and accumulating a little property. In the year 1854, he came
West, visiting many of its most promising localities. Even at that
early day he was convinced that at or near St Paul and Minneapolis
was to spring up a flourishing city. After visiting St. Louis, how
ever, he came to Chicago, having been greatly impressed with the
energy and enterprise of its people and its fine geographical location.
On August 15, 1S54, he located in the city and has never had reason
to regTet his choice or change the idea he then formed as to its
future greatness. He even predicts that in five years from the pres-

I.O.O.F"., with which he has been connected for over thirty years.
He is a member of Excelsior Lodge, No. 22.
Vopicka & Kubin.—This real-estate firm was established in
1882 by Charles J. Vopicka and Otto Kubin. Both gentlemen are
Bohemians, the former coming to this country in 1876, the latter in
1866. Mr. Vopicka was for some years engaged in the trunk man
ufactory of Mr. Secor, at Racine, Wis., and afterward for C. F.
Schumacher & Sons, one of the oldest real-estate dealers in Chicago,
commencing with them in 1S80. Mr. Kubin after arriving in this
country was for a time in Baltimore, Md., and, in 1867, came to
Chicago. In 1870, he commenced working for Mandel Bros., re
maining with them until the formation of the present firm of Vo
picka & Kubin. This firm has a fine office at No. 207 West Twelfth
Street, and have sold during the past year about $300,000 of real
estate. Besides dealing in real estate they also are loan and insur
ance agents, and agents for the following passenger steamship lines
—the North German Lloyd, the Hamburg American Packet Com
pany, the Inman, American and Red Star Lines. The First Na
tional Building, Loan and Homestead Association of Chicago meets
weekly in the office of Vopicka & Kubin. This Association was in
corporated in the spring of 1883, under an act of the Legislature of
Illinois, which went into force July 1, 1879, and v.ich was passed
to enable associations of persons to become bodies corporate, and to
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raise funils to lend only to their members. The first officers of this
Association were, Jan Geringer, president; Jan Zasadil, vice-presi
dent; Josef Koubik, treasurer; Otto Kubin, secretary; Fred. Novy
and K. J. Schlesinger, assistant secretaries. The first directors
were, for one year, Martin Uejduk, Vaclav Mlejnek and Albert
K limes; for two years, Joseph Base, Charles J. Vopickaand Charles
Foucek; for three years, Ludvik Zavaell, Ferdinand Kubicek and
Josef I'ugner. Each share of stock in this company is $100, and

Mass., in an early day, and settled in Hartford. Lemuel J. was
born on January to, 1S20, the youngest of two families. The
senior Swift was a painter by trade anil amassed a considerable for
tune; but, dying while the youngest child was but four or five years
old, the widow and her children were made penniless by the dis
honesty of a partner and the delays of the law. On account of
delicate health, Lemuel was taken from school at the age of eight,
and at ten put to work on a farm, where he worked and recuperated

members are permitted to become members and share-holders by
paying twenty-live cents per week on each share held. It was
through the existence of this and similar associations that Vopicka
& Kubin have been enabled to make such extensive sales. The
Second National Building, Loan and Homestead Association was
organized in April, 18S4; Charles J. Vopicka. president; Josef kou
bik, vice-president; Otto Kubin, secretary, and Albert Silhanek,
treasurer. The purposes of the Association are similar to those of
its predecessor.
Daniel R. McAuley, dealer in real-estate and loans, at No
182 West Madison Street, was born in Chicago, on March 17, 1857
He passed through the public schools and afterward took a special
course in the Christian Brothers' Academy. Leaving school at the
age of fifteen he entered the Fidelity Bank, as a messenger boy.
He remained with that institution until the time of its failure, in
1876, at which time he had charge of her local collection books
The two years following he was employed by the receivers of the
defunct concern and the State Saving Bank. He then entered the
real-estate office of E A. Cummings & Co. He remained with this
firm until June, 1803, when, in partnership with his step-father
whose name, by a strange coincidence was also McAuley, embarked
in the real-estate business, which was successfully carried on undei
the firm nameof M. A I). R. McAuley, until February. 1S34, when
Daniel purchased his step-father's interest, and has since continued
the business alone. Daniel's father was one of the pioneers of
Chicago, having come to this section in an early day, when what is
now the metropolis of the prairies was but a mere village, and was
quite an extensive dealer in real estate. Daniel R. McAuley has made
a success of his business, which mav be attributed to his enterprise
and ability. As an important factor in the reputation of the city he
has won a prominent rank by honest, earnest effort. He was mar
ried in November, 1883, to Miss Nellie T. Scannell.
LEMI EL J. Swift, real-estate and loans, is a native of Hart
ford, Conn. His father Lemuel Swift, removed from old Hadley,

his constitution until he was fourteen, when he went into a
dry-goods store. At twenty -two he and Joseph Williams
were in partnership in the dry-goods business in Hartford,
which continued for three years. In 1846, he left Hartford
' for Owego, in Tioga Co., N. V,, where he became associated
with the well-known Chicago wholesale jeweler, Newell Matson,
then handling dry goods, jewelry, yankee notions, etc;, at
Owego. With short interruptions this acquaintance and busi
ness relation, in various forms, lasted until 1869, long after
both came to Chicago. His first engagement with Mr. Matson
lasted for six years, and after three years spent in Dansville, N.
Y., in independent trade with Charles Truman, as Swift &
Truman, he returned to Matson for another year. Again, after
a short interregnum, he took charge of a branch store in Painesville, Ohio, for Matson, and remained there during four years.
Early in the spring of 1858, he came to Chicago and was a year with
James H. Hoes in the same line of business. In 1864, Mi. Matson
bought a controlling interest in the business of Mr. Hoes, and Mr.
Swift again entered into the employ of Matson & Hoes, where he
remained until 1869. In that year, he began to solicit insurance—
both life and fire—first for the late I'rofessor William H. Wells for
two years, —and afterward for William E. Kollo and others, until
1 871 . The great lire was a serious interruption to his affairs
although he lost nothing directly by it, but he ultimately resumed
the business, which he continued until he went into the real-estate
business in 1874. In 1875, he formed a partnership with George
J 'unlap, which as Dunlap & Swift, lasted until April, 1884, when M r.
Swift bought Mr. Dunlap out. His business has always been confined
to the West Side, where he does a general real-estate and broker
age business. He attends also to house renting, loans and collec
tions. He was a member of the old Tabernacle Church from 185S,
and his connection with the Second Baptist Church dates from its
organization. It then numbered two hundred and ninety members
in 1S64,—now it has over one thousand three hundred. Mr. Swift
has held nearly every possible official relation to the Church during
his membership. I fe has been superintendent of the Sunday School,
clerk for nineteen years (when he was also financial agent), deacon
and trustee. All these positions he has now resigned except that of
trustee, his age and cares excusing him from further service. In
1842, he was married to Miss Harriet Tyler, of Hartford, Conn.,
by whom he had four children, only one of whom is now living—
Mrs. Clara Nourse, wife of John A. Nourse of this city. In i860,
his wife died, and, in 1869, he married Miss Adeline Rundell.
Dennis Quill is a specimen of Chicago's successful business
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men, shrewd, enterprising and liberal. A sketch of his life deserves
a place in this volume, as it is typical of what unbounded energy
and perseverance will accomplish. Mr. Quill was born in Drewscourt, County Limerick, Ireland, on July 13, 1S32, a son of Patrick
and Mary (O'Brien) Quill. In 1852, he emigrated to America,
leaving his people in his native land. His first employment was as
fireman in Sweney's Hotel, on the Bowery, New York City. He
went to work, in September, 1852, and remained there until Octo
ber 1, 1853, when he came to Chicago. Mr. Quill was a raw Irish
lad when he came to America, and innocent to a great degree.
The first employment he found was polishing marble, for the firm
of Schureman & Hoffman; he remained with them for three years,
and then was employed by H. & O. Wilson, marble dealers,
located on State Street, where the Hale Building afterward was
erected. At the outbreak of the War, he was engaged in teaming,
and when opportunity afforded bought job lots of flour. Eventually
he entered into the manufacture of paste, at No. 9G West Quincy
Street, supplying bill-posters, paper-box manufacturers, etc., a
business to which he devoted his entire attention. Mr. Quill has
been one of the lucky dealers in real-estate, and is a great believer
in the constant future increase of property values. He owns a large
amount of real-estate, both in Chicago and the suburbs. Space
will suffice to give but one instance of his transactions: In iS7g,
shortly before the wholesale trade concentrated so largely on
Adams, Monroe, Franklin and Market streets, Mr. Quill bought of
I'hilo Otis a piece of ground, twenty-five feet front on Adams
Street, between Franklin and Market, for §120 per foot. Land
commenced to rise in value, and after holding it from August, 1879,
to the spring of 1880, he sold it for $1,200 a front foot, the buyer as
suming a mortgage. The transaction netted Mr. Quill $3°,ooo.
With a portion of this money he erected a handsome block of seven
residences on the corner of Aberdeen and Van Buren streets. Mr.
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city. In 1S68, John Dolese and Jason II. Shcpard formed a part
nership for the purpose of carrying on a general street-paving
business, and have since made a specialty of Macadamizing. Theirfirst contract of any importance was carried out by them in con
junction with the firm of Dolese & Co., another firm entirely, but
of which Messrs. Dolese and Shepard were members. This work
was the construction of the Riverside Boulevard, in the township of
Cicero, extending from the city limits to the Town of Riverside,
four and one-half miles in length and fifty feet in width. Another
boulevard was also built by them in the same township, extending
from the city limits, on Madison Street, to the suburb of Oak Bark,
four miles in length and twenty-four feet in width. This firm also
built eight or ten miles of stone-gravel streets in Cicero, and have
taken genera! care of the streets and boulevards in that township
for the past ten or fifteen years. They were engaged, during the
years 1S70-72, in building the boulevards above mentioned; and the
total improvements made by them in Cicero Township alone
amounted to over $200,000. Shortly after the lire of 1871, Dolese
& Shepard commenced operations in connection with John McCaf
frey, in the South Park district. The following constitutes the
principal work performed by them in that locality : Construction
of Drexel Boulevard, between Thirty-ninth and Fifty-first streets,
one and one-half miles ; Grand Boulevard, between Thirty-fifth and
Fifty-first streets, two miles ; Oakwood Boulevard, between Grand
and Drexel boulevards, one-half mile ; Sixtieth Street, from Cottage
Grove Avenue to Lake Michigan, one and one-half miles ; Garfield
Boulevard, between South Park Avenue and Western Avenue, three
and one-half miles. These were gravel drives, the material for
which came principally from the quarries at Joliet. Dolese & Shep
ard afterward constructed the Wabash-avenue Macadam drive,
between Thirty-ninth and Sixty-third streets, three miles ; Prairie
Avenue, between Thirty-ninth and Fifty-first streets, one and one-

VIEW IN HUMBOLDT PARK.
Quill refers with great pride to the fact that after the great fire his
creditors offered to compromise with him, but he refused and paid
dollar for dollar. He was married in this city on December 9,
1855, to Margaret Hickey, who has botne him seven children;
John, Mary, Maggie, Nonay, Dennis, Nellie and Daniel.
BOULEVARD CONTRACTORS.
Dolese & SHEPARD. —Chicago has become noted the world
over for its handsome park system, and particularly for its fine
boulevards. The latter have been laid during the past eighteen
years, and in their construction the well-known paving contractors,
Dolese & Shepard, have had more to do than any other firm in the

half miles ; Indiana Avenue, between Thirty-ninth and Fifty-first
streets, one and one-half miles ; South Chicago Avenue, from South
Chicago to Stony Island Avenue, two and one-half miles ; the drive
ways in the West Division of South Park ; Drexel Boulevard,
between Fifty-first and Sixtieth streets, one mile ; all the drives in
South Park proper, two miles ; from Illinois and Michigan Canal to
Forty-third Street, one and one-half miles ; Lake Avenue, between
Thirty-ninth and Fifty-fifth streets, two miles ; Forty-third Street,
from State Street to Lake Michigan, two miles ; Forty-seventh
Street, from State Street to Lake Michigan, two miles ; F'orty-sixth
Street, between Drexel Boulevard and Woodlawn Avenue, one-half
mile ; F iftieth Street, between Drexel Boulevard and Lake Avenue,
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one mile ; Fifty-first Street, from State Street to Lake Michigan,
two miles ; Woodlawn Avenue, between Forty-fifth and Fifty-first
streets, one mile ; Ellis Avenue, between Thirty-ninth and Fortyseventh streets, one mile ; South Park Avenue, between Sixtieth
and Sixty-third streets, passing the club-house of the Washington
Park Club, one-half mile ; South Chicago Avenue, from Stony
Island to State Street, three and one-half miles ; Michigan Avenue
(Thornton Road) from Ninety-first Street to Riverdale, five miles;
Archer Avenue, from Ashland Avenue to Summit, nine miles.
They have furnished nearly all the material used on Michigan
Avenue, between Jackson and Thirty-fifth streets, and on Grand
Boulevard ; on Wentworth Avenue, between Thirty-ninth and
Fifty-fifth streets ; on Forty-seventh Street, between Ilalsted and
State streets, one mile ; and from State Street to Lake Avenue, one
and one-half miles; on Lincoln and Lake View avenues, north of
Lincoln l'ark ; on Ashland Avenue, between Twelfth and Twentysecond streets ; on several miles of streets in Englewood and Town
of Lake ; on Dearborn Avenue, Vernon Avenue, Johnston Place,

slag used by Dolese & Shepard in the construction of Macadamized
streets is the entire product of the Union Steel Company's rollingmills, which amounts to thousands of tons a month. The average
number of employes is three hundred men and seventy-five teams,
but during the busy season this number is sometimes doubled.
Their plant represents an investment of nearly $250,000. 'The
senior member of the firm, with his headquarters at Hawthorne,
attends solely to the executive work ; the city office is in charge of
Mr. Shepard. Dolese & Shepard also operate a large stock farm at
Summit, where they are now- farming seven hundred and fifty acres
of land, most of which is owned by them. There grain and hay are
raised for consumption by their own stock, and the teams used in
their business are there quartered during the winter season. This
firm carries on one of the largest and most extensive quarry and
Macadam works in America.
John Dolese was born in Chicago, on February 12, 1337, and
nearly all his life has been passed here. There are but few men now
living here, who was born in Chicago forty-five and fifty years ago,

BIRD S-EYE VIEW, SOUTH FROM WATER TOWER.
Thirty-seventh Street, Rhodes Avenue, and on many other promi
nent thoroughfares, too numerous to mention. 'They have con
structed the walks and drives in Oakwood, Rosehill, and the Bohe
mian ( Irving Park) cemeteries, and besides their immense city and
county business, have built some three miles of streets in Pullman,
and have furnished the material and partly constructed walks,
drives, boulevards, etc., in several leading interior cities. Dolese
& Shepard own sixty-one acres of land at the intersection of the
Belt Line and Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, at Haw
thorne, Cicero Township, on which their almost inexhaustible
quarries are located. In early years their supply of stone was pro
cured from Joliet, Stony Island and Cheltenham quarries, but their
Hawthorne quarries are now so developed that they easily yield all
that the firm demands in their business. The plant consists of a
scries of large (lux-mills, Macadam houses, fifty employes' cottages,
numerous cable-tracks, engine-houses, a branch railway, three miles
long, connecting with the Belt Line and Burlington roads, one
hundred ' ' gondola stone " cars, and everything in the way of modern
machinery and appliances that could possibly be of advantage to
their immense business. Seventy-five cars belonging to the Belt
Line are also used exclusively by Dolese & Shepard, and they have
every facility for handling their heavy product of stone. Their
capacity in mining and loading of stone on cars is fifteen hundred
tons per diem of ten hours. They deliver two hundred tons of
limestone a day to the Union Steel Company's rolling-mills, and
three hundred tons a day to the South Chicago rolling-mills. The

and Mr. Dolese is among the very few. His father, Peter Dolese,
came to Chicago in 1833 or 1S34, and a year or two later, married
Miss Mathilda Libele, of Detroit. They were both of French descent,
coming to this country from the districts of Alsace and Lorain.
John Dolese, a brother of Peter, was also here at that time, identi
fied with the liquor - importing business. The first child of Peter
and Mathilda Dolese was named John in honor of the brother, and
was born in a building situated at the southeast corner of Lake and
LaSalle streets. .The family removed to Peru, III., in 1837 or 1838,
remaining there until the death of Mrs. Dolese, in 1840. The
father then took John to Europe, where the latter remained with his
grandfather's family until 1844, the father being occupied in making
frequent business trips between France and America. About July
20, 1844, John Dolese returned to Chicago, and since that time has
been a permanent resident. He went to Dearborn School, opposite
the present site of McVicker's 'Theater, and was afterward engaged
with his father until he had attained his twentieth year. He then
commenced business on his own account, first engaging in teaming
and transportation about the city. After several years, he com
menced taking contracts for paving streets and making roadways in
the towns and villages in the vicinity. In 1868, he formed a part
nership with Jason H. Shepard, under the style of Dolese &
Shepard. 'They have continued in partnership ever since, meeting
with the most gratifying success. They have had more to do with
the paving and making of the grand boulevard system of Chicago
than any other firm. The immediate execution of the great work
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has been under the personal supervision of Mr. Dolese. Not only
for the financial consideration has he worked to make the boule
vards a source of pride to the citizens, but in beautifying his native
place he has taken as much genuine pleasure in doing his work as
honestly and well as could be wished for by the people themselves.
The South Park chain of boulevards has already become famous,
and as Dolese & Shepard have built the greater proportion of the
same they have reason to feel proud of their lasting work. Mr.
Dolese was married, in August, 1857, to Miss Katharine Jacobs, of
Chicago. They have nine children,—William, now engaged in the
general teaming business; Matilda D., Minnie, Rosa, John, Jr.,
Henry, Peter, Ida and Laura. The family residence is at Brighton
Park, and Mr. Dolese is a school trustee of the Town of Cicero, in
which township he has resided for many years.
Jason H. Shepard was born near Cleveland, Ohio, on
October 15, 1838. He was reared and educated in that vicinity,
and resided there until twenty-five years of age. After obtaining a
thorough common school education, at the age of eighteen he
entered into the mercantile business as a clerk. The plant of the
Cleveland Rolling-Mill Company was located at Newburg, Ohio,

RAILROAD
Introductory.—The year 1872 marked the begin
ning of a new era in the railroad history of Chicago.
Even as late as 1871, the railroad companies had com
paratively little confidence in the realization of the
hopes of the citizens, that Chicago was destined to be
the great inland commercial metropolis of America.
Such a lack of faith is not, however, a matter of sur
prise. Not even the most sanguine of prophets, looking
over the ruins of 187 1, could have imagined that before
two decades had passed, a new city would arise, in
greater beauty and added wealth, to become like Rome,
the point to which all roads should lead.
At the beginning of the period covered by this
volume, less than eleven thousand miles of railroad
centered in Chicago, and the total number of trains
leaving the city daily was seventy-five. The aggregate
earnings of all the companies were $82,776,984, of
which $29,175,119 were net profits. The following
table shows the total mileage, the gross receipts and the
net earnings of seventeen roads centering in Chicago at
the close of 1884 :
Name of Railroad.
Baltimore & Ohio (Chicago division)
Chicago & Alton
Chicago & Atlantic
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Chicago & Eastern Illinois
Chicago & Grand Trunk
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Chicago & North-Western
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
Chicago, St. Louis & Pittsburgh
Chicago, St. Louis & Western
Illinois Central
-Lake Shore & Michigan Southern
Louisville, New Albany & Chicago
Michigan Central
New York. Chicago & St. Louis
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific
Total

--■
-.

-

As regards the number of trains daily leaving the
city over the roads above named, at the present time
(1885), in comparison with that in October, 187 1, the
gain is in a still greater ratio. One hundred and seventyeight trains, exclusive of those strictly local, arrive and
depart daily, and if the suburban trains were added,
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and during his residence there he was chief clerk of their supplyhouse at the works. In 1863, the Union Rolling-Mill Company of
Chicago, an off-shoot of the Cleveland corporation, tendered Mr.
Shepard the position of bookkeeper and cashier in their office. He
accepted, and has since made Chicago his permanent home. He
continued in the employ of the rolling-mill until 1868, when he
formed a partnership with John Dolese, and established the paving
and quarry business of Dolese & Shepard. Mr. Shepard has gen
eral charge of the contracting and financial business of the firm,
and has his office in the city, while his partner attends to the execu
tive work of the company. Mr. Shepard is prominently known in
financial and commercial circles, and enjoys the highest reputation
for honor and integrity. He is a member of Calumet, Washing
ton Park, Riverside Gun, Pullman Athletic, and other well-known
clubs: of Hesperia Lodge, No. 411, A.F. & A.M.; Chevalier Bay
ard Commandery, No. 52, K.T.; and is prominently known as a
staunch republican. Mr. Shepard was married, on December 17,
1868, to Miss Margaret M. Taylor, a native of Portland, Me.
They have two children,— Henri Elias and Laura Jennie.
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this number would be more than trebled, many com
panies running such trains at intervals of from fifteen to
thirty minutes during those hours when the pressure of
travel is greatest.
The policy of the railroads has been here, as around
most large cities, to build up the suburbs, by affording
ample accommodations, at reasonable rates of transpor
tation, to those who sought homes beyond the city limits.
The effect has been pronounced and salutary. The
territory adjacent to Chicago has been filled with vil
lages of great beauty. Persons who prefer to dwell
apart from the noise and whirl of the metropolis- have
been enabled to combine the quiet of country with the
conveniences of city life; and those whose means for
bade the purchase of homes at the rates governing the
price of real estate in Chicago have found pleasant
abodes, easy of access, within their reach.
The growth of the railroad systems centering in
Chicago has been so rapid during the period since the
fire of 1871, that the corporations, while enlarging their
terminal facilities and extending the length of their side
Mileage.
262.60
849.78
249. IO
3,687.40
247.50
339- 26
4.799-95
3,779-7'
1,384.10
580.54
152.00
1,932.75
1,339-94
447.42
279.67
523.02
3,482.40
24,337- M

Gross earnings.
$ 2,064,739
8,870,887
1,447.713
26,721,856
1,560,320
3,098,919
23.398,074
24,803,877
12,637,754
4.972,017
118,754
12,749,119
16,606,174
1,602,608
12,958,007
3,028,829
16,170,406
$i62,Sio,o6i

02
97
71
52
61
28
71
62
79
76
17
35
37
05
50
37
69
49

Net earnings.
S

581,427
3,730,708
78,896
12,753,045
662.85S
678,716
9,831,409
9.870,543
5.179,547
998,671
55,843
6,090,735
8,002,429
263,455
3,622,659
355,603
3,530,660
$66,287,273

,,S
67
48
-1
4"
I.J
30
?:
69
96
96
35
32
■478
69
68

tracks, still complain of a lack of adequate accommo
dations in the city.
A new feature has been, within the last few years,
introduced into freight transportation, by the successful
construction and operation of refrigerating cars for the
carrying of fresh meats and other perishable freight.
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The business is ordinarily conducted by the payment
of a royalty by the railway companies to the owners of
the cars, who also receive a percentage of the earnings.
There are in this city, at present (1885), two concerns
operating these cars, of which one (the Tiffany Refrig
erator Car Company) has contracts with eighteen railway
and despatch companies, many of them being among
the most extensive common carriers in the country.
Strawberries from the South are now put down in the
Chicago market in as perfect a condition as they can be
found in the home market, and fresh beef can be trans
ported from Cheyenne to Boston, unaffected in any
way by atmospheric conditions or length of journey.
The Lake Front.—Few items connected with the
city's history have awakened more general public inter
est than the controversy over the'question of the owner
ship of the lake front. The tract in dispute covers the
" southwest fractional quarter of fractional Section 10,
Town. 39 north, Range 14 east of the third principal
meridian." which embraces the greater part of that por
tion of the city lying between Madison and Kinzie
streets on the north and south, and Lake Michigan and
Michigan Avenue on the east and west.
In order to obtain a clear comprehension of the
questions involved, a brief reference to the original
occupation of the tract and the claims of the Beaubien
heirs is essential.*
The original title was vested in the United States
by the cession of the Northwest Territory. Under
authority conferred by Acts of Congress, approved May
3, 1793, April 21, 1806, and June 14, 1809, the Presi
dent directed the occupation of the fractional quartersection (or a portion of it) as a military post. It was
first so occupied in 1804, and so continued until August
16, 181 2. In the latter year, Jean Baptiste Beaubien
purchased a small house near the banks of the Chicago
River, near what is now known as Rush Street; by sub
sequent action of the water, this house was washed
away. In 1817, Beaubien bought, for §1,000, another
house, on the same fractional quarter-section. Here,
he lived for many years, and on this residence he based
a claim to a right to purchase the entire fractional
quarter-section as soon as, under Act of Congress of
April 20, 1816, it should be surveyed. The massacre
of 1812 compelled the evacuation of the post ; its sub
sequent occupation did not occur until 1816, and in
1823, the garrison having once more evacuated, it was
left in charge of Dr. Alexander Wolcott, Indian Agent.
After some correspondence between Dr. Wolcott and
John C. Calhoun, then Secretary of War, on October
21, 1824, George Graham, then Commissioner of the
General Land Office, advised Mr. Calhoun that frac
tional section 10 had been duly set off. In the ultimate
hearing of the claim of the Beaubien heirs, it was urged
that this made the tract a special reservation, since up
to that time it had been already occupied under the
Acts of Congress above cited. In 1828, it was again
garrisoned by United States troops, and, in 1831, the
troops were withdrawn and the post left in charge of
Oliver Newberry. There appears to have been an
attempt made very shortly thereafter to obtain a title,
by pre-emption, to the land upon which Fort Dearborn
had been erected, since, on July 28, 1831, Roger B.
Taney wrote the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, inclosing a letter from T. J. V. Owen, then
Indian Agent at Chicago, saying, "as this piece of
ground is the public reservation, you are requested to
•The claims of the heirs cover the land as far west as the Chicago River,
30 acres, whose value, in round numbers, is 1130,000,000.

take such measures as will secure the interest of the
United States."
On February 12, 1835, the President of the United
States issued a proclamation which, in terms, ordered
the sale of certain tracts in the Northwestern land dis
trict, and the closing of the Chicago land office. The
land ordered to be sold included the fractional quartersection upon which the Beaubien land was located,
which at that time covered, by Government survey,
nearly seventy acres. Chicago was named as the place
of sale, and June 15, 1835, was fixed as the date. An
appearance before the Register of the Land Office was
made by Beaubien, who certified as to his pre-emption
right, and afterward, on May 28, 1835, entered and
purchased at private sale the southwest fractional
quarter of Section 10, paying to the Receiver $1.25 an
acre. On June 30, 1835, the Commissioner of the
General Land Office ordered the cancellation of the
conveyance by the Receiver, on the ground that the
land conveyed, being a military reservation, was not
subject to sale like other public lands. Beaubien denied
the Commissioner's right so to decide. On July 2, 1836,
an Act of Congress confirmed the previous sales of
public lands, and recited that " in all cases where an
entry has been made under the pre-emption laws, * * *
such entries and sales are hereby confirmed, and patents
shall be issued," etc.
In April, 1839, Secretary of War Poinsett, under the
Act of March 3, 1819, appointed Matthew Birchard an
agent to sell a part of the reservation. Mr. Birchard,
after reserving a portion for light houses, etc., laid off
the remainder in lots and streets, and proceeded to dis
pose of the same by public sale.
In 1836, United States Deputy Marshal Talcott
made another survey of a part of the fractional section
10 (sand bar), which added 26.17 acres to it, showing
the accretions by a map.
The legality of the sale of 1839, ordered by the
Secretary of War under the Act of 1819, was disputed
by Beaubien's heirs, who claimed that that Act author
ized the sale only of useless and abandoned military
reservations, and that "'the naked title to this fractional
quarter-section is vested in the United States in trust
for the settler (Beaubien and his heirs." The latter
claim is based upon an old decision of the United States
Supreme Court, known as the Fort Armstrong case,
which held, in effect, that a purchase of a portion of tl\e
Federal domain did not divest the Government of the
legal title until the actual issue of a patent to the pur
chaser. The heirs urge that Fort Dearborn addition
has never been "restored" to the public domain, and
that when restored, it must be restored to the heirs of
the early settler, he having been in possession before
the reservation of the land for military purposes in 1824,
and, in fact, since 181 2.
In 1840, the United States Circuit Court, District of
Illinois, set aside the certificate of entry issued to Beau
bien, and during the same year the United States
Supreme Court declared the certificate void on the
ground that the land in question was a military reser
vation. In 1854, Congress passed a special act for the
relief of Beaubien, to compensate him for any damages
that he might have sustained.*
On October 12, 1869, the heirs executed a deed to
Silas B. Cassette, as custodian (subject to a trust,
declared in an agreement of the same date), conveying
the whole of fractional quarter-section 10, with other
* The Beaubien heirs now (1885) have a bill pending in both houses of
Congress looking to the " restoration" of Fort Dearborn military reservation
to the public domain.
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property ; and on November 26, 1877, Gassette sold his
interest to Alexander McGlashen, who, on April 8,
1885, executed a mortgage covering the whole fractional
quarter-section, as custodian (coupled with an interest),
to George W. Reed, for $10,500. On March 17, 1885,
the trustees of the Beaubien heirs made a lease to one
Nathan Whitman, which purported to convey that por
tion of the land in dispute lying between Randolph and
Madison streets, Michigan Avenue and Lake Michigan,
also Dearborn Park. On March 24, 1885, another lease
was made, covering the land between Randolph and
Kinzie streets, on the North Side.
The various steps taken in connection with the con
troversy as to title between the Illinois Central Railroad
Company and the authorities, will perhaps be most
succinctly stated in their chronological order.
By the Act of June 22, 1851, the Legislature of
Illinois authorized the Illinois Central Company to
"construct, maintain and operate" a lateral branch from
Twelfth Street (their then northeastern terminus) to the
South Branch of Chicago River, on such terms and
conditions and in such a manner as might be stipulated
between the company and the Chicago Common Council.
On June 14, 1852, a city ordinance was passed, whose
provisions were accepted by the company. It provided,
in effect, that the Illinois Central road should enter
Chicago at or near the intersection of the southern
border of Lake Michigan, whence the track should fol
low the lake shore, on or near the margin, to the south
ern boundary of Lake Park (Park Row), and thence in
a northerly direction to Randolph Street ; the depot of
the road to be located on such land as the company
might acquire between the northerly line of Randolph
Street and the river. In this ordinance the city expressly
disclaimed undertaking to obtain for the company any
right-of-way " or other right, privilege or easement not
in the city's power to grant." This wording is of im
portance, as it has since been relied upon as tending to
disprove the legality of the Illinois Central's claim to
the property in dispute. The charter of the road fixed
the right -of-way at two hundred feet. By the ordinance
just mentioned, the width of the right-of-way between
Park Row and Randolph Street was fixed at three hun
dred feet, its west line not to be less than four hundred
feet east of the west line of Michigan Avenue and
parallel thereto. In consideration of the license granted,
the ordinance required the company to erect a break
water, "of regular and sightly appearance," from Park
Row to Randolph Street, not more than three hundred
feet east from and parallel with the west line of the
right-of-way granted to the company.
In 1855 and 1856, the Common Council granted
(upon terms) additional land to the company by ordi
nances, which ordinances were also accepted by the
Central. The theory was subsequently advanced that
these grants were inherently void and of no legal effect.
On April 16, 1869, the State Legislature passed,
over the veto of the Governor, an act which conveyed,
in fee, to the City of Chicago, all the right, title and in
terest of the State of Illinois to the property lying "east
of Michigan Avenue and north of Park Row and south
of the south line of Monroe Street, and west of a line
running parallel and four hundred feet east of the
west line of said Michigan Avenue, being a strip of
land four hundred feet in width, including said avenue,
along the shore of Lake Michigan, and partially sub
merged by the waters of said lake." Power to sell and
convey the property east of the avenue was granted to
the city, "in such manner and upon such terms" as the
Common Council might direct; the proceeds of such sales
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to constitute a "Park fund," to be divided equitably among
the three divisions of the city, on the basis of taxation.
The title of the Illinois Central Railroad to the land,
"submerged or otherwise east of" the property granted
to the city, whether such title had been obtained by
charter or by "grant, appropriation, occupancy, use or
control, and the riparian ownership thereto incident,"
was confirmed ; and "all the right and title of the State
of Illinois in and to the submerged lands constituting
the bed of Lake Michigan and lying east of the tracks
and breakwater of the Illinois Central Railroad Com
pany, for the distance of one mile," between certain
named limits, were granted in fee to that company.
Annexed to the grant last named, was a proviso that the
grantee should have no right to convey,—a proviso
which has since been made the basis of a claim that the
entire grant was inoperative. Other provisos were at
tached, guarding against obstructions of the harbor
and relating to the liability of the lands to municipal
and other taxation. The tax payable to the State on
the gross receipts from the use, leases and other income
derived from the land granted, was to be same as that
fixed in the charter of the road—seven per cent. By
the terms of this Act, also, were granted, in fee, to
the Illinois Central, the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
and the Michigan Central Railroad companies, the land
between the north line of Monroe Street and the south
side of Randolph Street, and between the east line of
Michigan Avenue and the Illinois Central track and
roadway, for depot purposes. In consideration of the
latter grant, the three companies were to pay to the city
of Chicago the sum of §800,000 in four equal quarterly
payments, the first of which was to be made within
three months after the passage of the Act. The sum so
paid was to be placed in the " Park fund" and distributed
in the manner above indicated. The same provision
was made respecting the payment by the Central of
seven per cent, of the gross receipts arising from leases
or other uses of the lands as was attached to the grant
of the lands submerged. A somewhat peculiar provision
of the Act, and one which provoked much hostile crit
icism, was contained in section 6, which empowered the
Common Council of Chicago to quitclaim to the three
companies the land granted for depot purposes, and
provided that in case of the refusal or neglect of the
Common Council to quitclaim such land, within four
months from the passage of the Act, the companies
were to be discharged from all obligation to pay the
balance remaining unpaid to the city.
Within the time limited for the payment of the first
installment of $200,000, the three companies tendered,
jointly, to the city, the sum named. No little excite
ment, however, had resulted from the passage of the "
Act, in certain quarters, and the constitutionality of the
law had been violently attacked. Under these circum
stances, the city declined to accept the money tendered,
and it was left with the City Comptroller, who held it,
in an individual capacity, in trust. The entire amount
was afterward returned to the companies ; the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy and the Michigan Central with
drawing their respective proportions shortly after de
posit, but the Illinois Central Company leaving its
money in the hands of the trustee for several years.
Before the expiration of the four months from the
passage of the Act, within which the Common Council
was directed to quitclaim and release the property, cer
tain parties who were strongly opposed to the occupa
tion of any of the land granted for railroad purposes,
obtained permission from the Attorney-General of the
United States to file an information, in his name, in the
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United States Circuit Court for the Northern District
of Illinois, praying for an injunction restraining the city
from releasing, or the railway companies from occu
pying, the land granted for depot purposes, by the Act.
An injunction was awarded by the court, and no steps
were taken toward the erection of a depot. The record
of this proceeding was destroyed in the fire of 187 1,
and has never been fully restored. The injunction,
however, is claimed to be still in force.
The provisions of the Act of April 16, 1869, relating
to the submerged lands were, it is claimed by the Illinois
Central Company, formally accepted by that corporation
on July 6, 1870, and the railroad company also alleges
that between that date and April 17, 1873, it had ex
pended §500,000 in reclaiming and reducing to profit
able possession a considerable portion of such lands.
On the date last mentioned, the Act of April 16,
1869, was formally repealed by the State Legislature.
The constitutionality of the last mentioned enactment
was assailed by the company on three grounds ; first,
that it impaired the validity of contracts; second, that
it interfered with vested rights ; and third, that it was in
violation of that provision of the fundamental law which
prohibited the release or impairment of any tax imposed
upon the Illinois Central Railroad, the original Act
containing a provision that the company should pay to
the State seven per cent, of their gross receipts arising
from the use and occupation of the land granted.
At the March term of the Circuit Court of Cook
County, in 1883, Attorney-General McCartney filed an
information against the Illinois Central Company, the
t City of Chicago and the United States, the proceeding
being somewhat in the nature of a bill in equity to
quiet title and remove the cloud upon the title of the
State to the submerged lands forming part of the bed of
Lake Michigan, which had arisen in consequence of
the matters above described. This action was subse
quently removed to the United States Circuit Court for
the Northern District of Illinois. The Canal Commis
sioners intervened, and filed a cross-bill, alleging an
interest as trustees in a portion of the land granted for
depot purposes, and asking that the information be so
amended as to cover the question of title to the whole
of the Lake Front Park south of Madison Street, as
well as the submerged lands included within the scope
of the original information. The request of the Com
missioners was refused by the court, but leave was
granted them to become parties to the action and
therein assert their claims to the submerged lands. The
City of Chicago answered the information, substantially
admitting all its allegations. The proceedings are still
pending.
A brief synopsis of some of the chief legal points ad
vanced by the opposing counsel may be of value as
aiding in an intelligent comprehension of the status of
the controversy. The two informations proceed on
different theories. In the earlier action, an injunction
was prayed for on the ground that the land in question
had been designated by the United States as " public
ground, forever to remain vacant of buildings," and
had been granted to the State solely upon this condi
tion ; that, consequently, from the moment that the
State conveyed any portion of the tract for building
purposes, the title reverted to the United States, and
that the grant made in the Act of 1869 was void. In
the later action, the State of Illinois set up its title and
denied that it had ever divested itself of the same. The
State alleged that the Act of April 16, 1869, was void

ab initio, not only on account of the incapacity of the
Illinois Central Railroad Company to receive the grant,
but because the grant itself, while it purported to create
a fee in the company, coupled the words of conveyance
with a repugnant restriction, since it prohibited con
veyance, the right to convey being an indispensable
adjunct of a fee. In addition, the State, in the later
action, set forth the repealing Act of 1874, and alleged
that no action had been taken by the railroad company
under the Act of 1869, towards the reclaiming and
improving of the submerged lands. In reply to these
claims the company urged that if the provisions of the
restriction were repugnant to the grant, the language
of the grant itself was paramount, and the restrictions
were of no efficacy, although it (the company) was will
ing to observe them ; it set forth the claim that the
repealing Act was unconstitutional and void for the rea
sons stated in a former paragraph, and alleged, further,
that it had, between the passage of the Act of 1869 and
the date of its repeal, expended the sum of $500,000 in
improvements, relying upon the validity of the enact
ment.
In February, 1886, a public meeting was held relative
to the occupancy of the lake front by the railroad com
panies, and there the Hon. John Wentworth made the
following argument :
" This is the whole thing in a nutshell. Illinois extends to the
center of Lake Michigan and the State owns the bottom of the lake
to that center. The navigable waters belong to the United States,
and the lake front belongs to Chicago. The interest of these three
are not clashing, and there need be no fear that any one of the
three wants to steal the lake front. There is no probability that
the State or the Nation will do anything adverse to the interests of
Chicago. The trouble is, that the men who want to dodge the
question and divert attention from what the railroad is doing pre
tend that there is great conflict between these three parties.
" The real thing to be feared is, that a foreign corporation will
get possession and build up a rival city, greatly to the detriment of
the present city's interests. All that the Illinois Central Company
wants is, that the Government, State, and city shall let it go on
and do what it pleases, and thereby fortify a title which it claims to
have acquired by an Act of the Legislature of 1S69, which was re
pealed by the next Legislature. Governor Palmer vetoed that bill
of 1869, and his argument was exhaustive and unanswerable, liut
the Legislature corruptly passed it over his veto. The city has
never recognized any rights acquired by that legislation.
" Now, the Illinois Central is running a pier out into the outer
harbor. I hold that it is the duty of the mayor to arrest those
works. It is very strange that the railroad did not make or try to
enforce its claim while Lincoln was Secretary of War. I can not
account for the conduct of the present Secretary of War. He has
had his officers here report what is necessary for purposes of navi
gation. They reported that vessels of such and such draft—I can't
give the exact figures—can now come only so near the shore, and
that the waters inside of this line are not needed for purposes of
navigation. The Illinois Central intends to build its pier below
Fourteenth Street out to that line, and then turn it north and
inclose the whole of the shallow water. It will then fill in the in
closed space and thus acquire some thirty or forty acres, which
will be worth millions. To the dockage thus created all the great
lumber interests down on the river and many other interests would
be transferred, and the Illinois Central would have a monopoly of
a vast business, which it now has to share with other roads.
" I hold that the conduct of the Secretary of War is very de
ceptive. The interests of navigation may require that some of the
shallow water, which his officers report is not needed, shall be
deepened and made navigable. It is not for army officers to say
what the interests of commerce may hereafter require. The Gov
ernment has several dredgeboats here, and with small expense can
dredge out earth enough to make the waters navigable clear up to
the present shore.
" I hold that the Government, the State, or the city, should
part with nothing, and if any other party claims to have any interest
there, it should be compelled to try its claims in the courts of the
United States. It would be a farce for the United States, or the
State, or the city to commence suit. They have possession, and
have had it, and should enforce their right against all trespassers."
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ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD.
The management of the Illinois Central has always
recognized the fact that its interests were closely iden
tified with those of Chicago. An illustration of this is
afforded by the fact that of 19,372,210 bushels of grain
forwarded from stations in Illinois and 4,684,590 bushels
forwarded from stations in Iowa, during 1871, 18,796,100
bushels were received at Chicago. This year witnessed
a decrease of $124,474.36 in the net earnings of the
road, as compared with those of 1870.
In 1867, a traffic agreement was entered into with
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company.
During 1871, there was substituted for this contract one
embracing not only that road but also the Chicago &
Iowa and the Chicago, Dubuque & Minnesota roads,
under the terms of which the Illinois Central secured
the eastern traffic of the latter line between Dunleith
and Forreston, as well as lower tolls between the main
line and Chicago, via Mendota and Forreston, on all
northwestern traffic.
The Land Department, in i87i,sold 48,927.31 acres
of the land donated to the road for construction pur
poses, receiving therefor $459,404.26, the average price
per acre being $9.39. The cash receipts from land sales
during 187 1 (including payments on land notes) were
$1,633,153.53, of which $1,000,000 was added to the
construction-bond fund. Among the losses of the com
pany in the great fire were the trustees' records and a
part of the bonds delivered. As a result, further literal
compliance with the terms of the construction -mortgage
was prevented. To protect the purchasers of bonds, it
was decided to place at the disposal of the trustees a
fund sufficient to pay all the bonds. Up to the close of
187 1, bonds had been received to the amount of
$13,605,500. These had been either cancelled or
destroyed. On December 31, the construction-bond
fund underthe trustees' control, amounted to$2,63o,ooo;
to this was to be added, in 1872, $300,000 from the land
fund ; and the aggregate sum, with its accumulation of
interest, was deemed sufficient to meet the outstanding
balance of the original issue of $17,000,000 construc
tion-bonds.
In the fire of October, the passenger and freight
depots, the land office and several smaller buildings of
the company were destroyed, besides twenty-six freight
cars. On the station grounds was Elevator " A," owned
by private parties, the destruction of which seriously
crippled the capacity of the company for handling
grain. The freight depot was at once re-built.
In 1872, the earnings of the road exhibited a still
farther and more marked decrease, showing a falling off
of $629,740.6:. Of this decrease, $135,000.68 were in
receipts from passenger transportation in Illinois, and
$4,801.54 from the same source in Iowa, while the
freight traffic in Illinois showed a diminution of
$432,357.69. In Iowa, however, the receipts from
freight transportation were $67,299.06 in excess of the
preceding year. A comparison of the working expenses
shows that the cost of operating in 1872 exceeded that in
187 1, by $204,934.70. A portion of this increase was
chargeable directly to repairs at Chicago consequent
upon the fire, and to the protection of the road on the
lake shore, but chiefly to an excess in train service
required to move the additional tonnage, consisting
mainly of coal and other cheap freights,—the coal traffic
alone amounting to 371,600 tons, an increase of 112,000
tons over 1871. The wisdom of the traffic agreement
with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, and other com
panies, was proved by a net increase of $189,164.50 in
'3
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the earnings of the first named road, which was caused
by the fact that under the new agreement the Iowa
traffic passed a greater distance over that line. The
total transportation of freight in 1872 was 2,039,321
tons, equivalent to 272,290,900 tons moved one mile;
the average revenue was 2.15 cents per ton per mile,
being sixteen cents less than the average for 1871.
The terminal facilities of the road at Cairo were
greatly improved during 1872, by purchasing from the
Cairo trustees one thousand five hundred feet of the
Ohio levee, for a freight transfer station and car-ferry
for the connection with the Mississippi Central, with
which company and the New Orleans, Jackson & Great
Northern both operated under the same management)
a contract was made during that year. Under the
terms of this agreement, the former road was to be
extended to Cairo, and a mutual interchange of traffic
was arranged.
The Land Department, in 1872, sold 41,677.57 acres,
for $336,918.68, an average price of $8.08 an acre. The
aggregate sales up to the close of the year amounted
to 2,250,632.91 acres, the price received amounting to
$23,622,553.17. The expectation of the management
that the sum received from this source would, in addi
tion to funds already on hand, with accumulations of
interest, reach a total sufficient to retire the outstanding
construction-mortgage bonds, was realized, and at the
close of 1873, all of the original $17,000,000 issue had
been redeemed, with the exception of $3,074,000 not
due until April 1, 1875. The entire receipts of the land
office during 1874 were $408,670.89; its expenses
$40,814.42. In 1874, 34,523.40 acres were sold for
$267,652.33, leaving 299,065.85 acres of the original
grant yet undisposed of.
In 1873, the Cincinnati & Lafayette Railway was
extended to Kankakee, forming, with the Illinois Cen
tral, a direct line between Chicago and Cincinnati, and
a running arrangement was effected between the two
companies, which proved mutually advantageous, and
has been in force ever since.
The expenditure chargeable to permanent improve
ments during 1873, was unusually large, reaching
$502,496.06. Of this sum, $99,488.51 were used in
making improvements at Cairo, to facilitate the transfer
of cars to the Southern Line. A new dock was con
structed at Chicago, and an addition of 91,298 square
feet of land was made in the lake, opposite Madison
Street, in order to give the Michigan Central Company
possession of the land leased them in 1872. Over 4,600
tons of steel rails were used in renewals, and a general
system of replacing iron rails with steel, as rapidly as
renewals were needed, was entered upon. The total
net earnings for 1873 were $2,530,890.56. The net
result from the traffic in 1874 was $2,775,362.78.
The connection with the Mississippi Central at Cairo
was effected on December 24, 1873, and at the conclu
sion of the first year's operation under the agreement
between that company and the Illinois Central, the
experiment was pronounced successful.
The earnings, in 1875, showed a decrease from those
of 1874. The year was one of unusual business depres
sion; on that portion of the road which had ordinarily
proved most productive there was a partial failure of
crops; added to these drawbacks, the road suffered
from the competition of adjacent lines.
The year 1876 was, in some respects, an excep
tional one in the history of the company. Its earnings
were materially lowered, and its dividends proportion
ately diminished. In Iowa, where the Illinois Central
controlled hundred of miles of leased lines, adverse
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legislation compelled reduction of from twenty-five to
forty per cent, in tariff charges. A bad harvest and
short crops had preceded, diminishing the volume of
traffic at the time when compensation was compulsorily
reduced. Another cause for a diminution of revenue
was the contest of some of the trunk lines for the grain
trade of the West. Their ramifications had been
extended, until, at various points, they touched the
Mississippi, and, in order to control traffic from points
of production, engagements for through freight to New
York from several points in Central Illinois had been
made at rates as low as those ruling between New York
and Chicago. In consequence, all inducement to ship
grain directly to this city disappeared.
The stringency of the times forced many local lines
of railway into bankruptcy. Thirty-five different cor
porations, operating some three thousand miles, were
either actually in the hands of receivers or threatened
with proceedings in insolvency. The Illinois Central
was urged to purchase or lease several of these roads.
The terms offered were, in many instances, far below
the original cost, in some cases the sum asked be
ing only fifty per cent, of their bonded debt.
Default having been made in the payment of the in
terest due on the $5,000,000 bonds of the railways com
posing the Southern line, both roads were put in the
hands of a receiver on March 10, 1876, and before the
close of the year the railways were in the hands of
trustees of the mortgage, for sale for the benefit of the
bondholders. This step placed the entire line from
Cairo to New Orleans under control of the Illinois
Central. James C. Clarke, then general manager of the
Central, was, on January 1, 1877, made general mana
ger of the line. Under the new ownership, repairs
were made to the plant, bridges and other structures ;
nearly two hundred miles of track were re-laid, and
during the following spring ten thousand tons of steel
rails were laid. The receipts of the road were applied,
under orders of the court, partly in paying local debts
and partly in improving the property. Nearly threequarters of the stock of the new Southern Consolidated
Company—the purchasers—was owned by the Illinois
Central, who also advanced, for necessary purposes,
about $1,000,000. Even during the transition period
of 1877, the traffic showed a decided gain, the deliveries
at Cairo of freight destined for the South having in
creased nearly fifty per cent, over those of 1876.
The outlook for the company at the close of 1877
was encouraging. The competition of the trunk lines
ceased to menace the Central's traffic. The facilities
for water communication, during eight months of the
year, were so much improved that the actual cost of
transportation to the seaboard by that route was less
than half that of railroad transportation. The net earn
ings for 1877 were $2,546,561.39. In July, 1877, the
Oilman, Clinton & Springfield Railway passed under
the control of the Central management.
In 1878, the net gain from traffic, over 1877, was
$468,667.80, and the gross income $3,147,387.64. Low
tolls on the Erie Canal, and cheap freights by lake,
drew to the lines of water transportation an immense
volume of business, the receipts of grain at Chicago
having been 35,000,000 bushels in excess of those of
any previous year. A spur, thirty-seven miles long,
was built in 1878, running in a southwesterly direction
from Otto, on the Chicago division, and proved a profit
able investment. Its cost was about $250,000.
The net income for 1879 was $3,401,815.66; and
the balance to credit of income account, on December
31, 1879, was $2,072,839.80. There were $386,016.15

expended on construction account in Illinois. Nearly
eight thousand tons of steel rails were laid on the main
line and branches.
The company's receipts for 1880 were $3,747,532.97.
From this fund, two semi-annual dividends of three per
cent, each were paid (aggregating $1,740,000), the in
terest on the bonded debt was discharged, $842,323.56
was expended in permanent improvements, leaving a
surplus of $501,641.14. The amount expended in con
struction included the re-laying of fifteen miles of track
with steel rails, the construction of three iron bridges,
nine heavy freight engines and two hundred and
twenty-seven cars ; also additional double-tracks at the
entrance to Chicago, and a new dock. The branch
line from Otto was extended to a junction with the
Northern Division at Minonk, affording an independ
ent connection between that division and the Chicago
branch.
The following summary shows the receipts and ex
penditures of the company during 1881:
Net earnings from traffic
$3,227,181 74
Net receipts from land office
123,932 26
Interest on bonds
161,105 00
Premium on C, St. L. & N. O. bonds sold- 150,000 00
Interest on bonded debt
Dividends paid
Construction account in Illinois.
Surplus

$3,662,219 00
$ 655,70821
2,030,000 00
925,380 36
51.13043

$3, 662,219 00
On January 1, 1883, the Illinois Central took formal
possession, as lessee, of the Chicago, St. Louis & New
Orleans Railroad, increasing its mileage to 1,908 miles,
and the New Orleans line was thenceforth known as its
Southern Division.
Several new branches were built during 1882. One,
ten and one-half miles in length, was opened from
Buckingham, on the Middle Division, to the newly dis
covered Essex coal-fields. The extension of the Middle
Division to Bloomington was commenced, as well as a
branch to South Chicago, both of which were com
pleted in 1883. The construction of two important
branch lines, connecting with the Southern Division,
was also commenced; one from Jackson, Miss., to Yazoo
City, forty-eight miles, the other a continuation of the
Kosciusko branch from that point to Aberdeen, ninetyseven miles.
During 1883, the last of the redemption mortgage
bonds were paid, and the mortgage of February 1, 1864,
satisfied and discharged of record. The only lien upon
705)4 miles of the Illinois Central line at the end of
1884, consisted of the outstanding bonds issued under
the $15,000,000 mortgage of August 10, 1874.
The year 1883 was a prosperous one. The gross
traffic receipts were $13,064,743.39, being an increase
of $403,035.08. The net income, from all sources, was
$5i764,39 1 -95; the surplus being equal to more than ten
per cent, on the capital stock.
The gross earnings for the year 1884 fell somewhat
below those for 1883, amounting to $12,190,833.39; the
net earnings were $4,820,544.32, a sum which was also
somewhat lower than that which represented the net
earnings for 1883. The company's net receipts from
all sources including traffic, sales of lands, interest of
investments, etc.) were $5,287,627.10. Payments were
made from this sum on account of permanent improve
ments, interest, rental, sinking funds, etc., amounting to
$2,423,488.39, leaving $2,864,138.71 available for the
payment of dividends, purchase of equipment, etc,
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months and was then sent to Detroit as an apprentice in the Detroit
Locomotive Works. He remained there for about fifteen months,
and obtained a very good general knowledge of the workings of
engines. He was then fifteen years old, and returned to Chicago.
He next went to work in a stave factory on Clark Street, piling up
hot staves. His employment necessitated his presence in the drying
kiln, which was heated to a temperature of 135° and 140° Fahrenheit,

From this fund were paid the usual semi-annual divi
dends (amounting to $2,320,000); $250,000 was set
apart by the directors to pay for additional equipment;
and $294,138.71 were carried forward to the surplus
dividend fund, and held as applicable to the payment
of the next succeeding dividend.

Freight Earnings and Tonnage of the Illinois Central Railroad, from 1871 to 1885.
TONNAGE.
Year.

1871
1873
1874
'875
1876
1877
1878
•879
1880.
1881
1882
1883

EARNINGS.

At Chicago.

Total
tons trans
ported.

Received.

Forwarded.

Total.

1.595,737,900
1.562,553,900
1,545,216,800
1,356,906,600
1,217,916,800
1,260,404.000
1,135,856,900
1,605,437, 100
1,542,501,300
1,809,261,800
1,348,791.400
1,544,732,900
1,603,710, 700
1,349,209,900

660,418,500
625,093,200
697,490,000
798,133,900
795,473,400
657,054,200
679,930,800
618,679, 100
766,666,600
877,138,100
984,707,400
915,215,800
962,026,700
955,847,300

2,256,156,400
2,187,647,100
2,242,706,800
2,155,040,500
2,013,390,200
1,917,458,200
1,815.787.700
2,224,Il6,200
2,309,167,900
2,686,399,900
2,333,498,800
2.459.94S,7oo
2,505,737.400
2,305,057,200

At Chica JO.
Received.

1,831,944 $fe, 187,397
2,039,321 1,702,080
2,051,360 f.499,359
-V ><"),< >3 5 k, 297,439
2,016,424 1,090,267
1,899,627 1,175.004
1,803,044 1,023,889
2.067,832 1,357,742
2,324,485 1,232,678
2,703,582 1.335.848
93S.554
2.S75.S33 1 1,154,100
2,909,578
3.538.562 1,089,967
3,354,085 9'6,939

Forwarded.
id $1,113,482
02 866,078
42 922,090
0 - 988,108
Nj 939.087
64 744,467
32 770,317
20 636,880
05 753,646
67 S53.067
4" 961,017
36 876,231
I? 852,231
79 794,600

Total
for whole
line.

Total.
78 $3,300,879
60 2,568,158
2< 1 2,421,449
16 2,285,546
15 2,029,355
So 1,919,472
'J' 1,794,206
4" 1,994,622
1,986,324
09 2,188,915
22 1,899,571
IS 2,030,331
44 1,942,198
32 1,711,540

88 §5.568,233
62 5,203,174
62 5,296,512
84 5,081,985
01 4,948,070
50 4,263,602
52 4,068,752
60 4,464,335
63 4,648,055
76 5 364.706
62 5.444.5S7
51 5,469,690
59 8,664,958
II 7,902,042

42
79
08
80
05
46
24
82
93
63
II
26
66
62

Statement of Passenger Business of the Illinois Central Railroad, from 1871 to 1S85.
Conductors' Collec
tions.

Local Ticket Sales.
Mileage
tickets.

Number of
passengers.

Amount.

985,077
1,008,185
1,086,608
1,229,834
1,227,160
1.463,442
1,415,647
1,459,122
1,517,699
2,407,110
3.598,332
3.845,649
3,767,048
4.234,814

Si, 066, 120
951, 381
932: 742
930 371
917 314
977 509
879 727
907 299
874, 329
1,077 "27
i,237t 651
i,39L 157
1,867. 009
1,880, 922

Amount.
03
9°
79
12
20
07
53
10
74
45
30
80
84
85

$37,862
4M39
36,752
35.S42
33,767
28,831
24,081
24,630
3I,6l8
20,671
36,946
67,171

140,825
178,280
212,040
174,986
!235,989
161,641
100,763
104,461
108,300
140,726
201,234
266,466
293,198
316,502

$176,992
182,031
169,357
143,885
211,372
119,091
60.480
62,422
60,628
45,515
59,364
74,936
92,162
98,431

22
14
17
77
17
04
48
68
28
93
08
86
55
19

Edward T. Jeffery, general superintendent of the Illinois
Central Railroad, was born in Liverpool, England, on April 6, 1S43.
His father, William S. Jeffery, was born at Glannock-on-the-Clyde,
Scotland, though of English descent, and was a mechanical engi
neer in the merchant marine service, and aftenvard in the British
Navy. Mr. Jeffery's mother's maiden name was Jane McMullen,
her ancestors being English, but the place of her birth being at
Donpatrick, Ireland. Until he was five years old the family resided
in the City of Liverpool, that place being the headquarters of the
senior Jeffery when he was not at sea. In 1848, the family came
to America, locating at Wheeling, West Virginia. The following
seven years of his boyhood Mr. Jeffery passed there, and during
the greater portion of the time was at a private school, where he
gained the first rudiments of an education. In 1856, the family
came to Chicago, and in September of that year Mr. Jeffery, then
thirteen years old, entered into the employ of the Illinois Central
Railroad, little dreaming of the magnificent future before him. He
was ambitious, of course, but at that early day his aspirations only
arose to the height of good pay for the work performed. He
entered the office of Samuel J. Hayes, superintendent of machinery,
where he was employed about the office for two months, running
errands, doing odd jobs, etc., and was then put to work in the tin
and coppersmith shops as an apprentice. He served there for four

Coupon Ticket Sales Coupon Ticket Salks
by Other Lines.
over Other Lines.
ou
s>c cII
Amount. Passengers.
Amount.
II
7. 3.
82,383
79,698
68,511
71,467
74, 59'
74,H3
59,920
60,318
65,003
8i,995
80,574
94,329
129,722
124,235

$324,834
312,054
272,959
255,956
237.S53
223,563
169,379
170,003
173,945
190,113
189,775
221,699
381,917
359,833

OI
91
69
57
47
34
66
09
76
16
49
49
90
62

78,299
81.543
104,846
110,350
iio.Soi
116,592
99,723
99,894
106,181
123.713
128,708
133.767
164,065
172,589

$293,501
272,810
310,961
313,401
268,185
275,716
222,791
223,100
222,711
256,400
25L984
282,746
406,131
410,752

69
78
51
28
85
19
24
92
47
79
09
59
38
13

1,286,584
I.347.706
1,472,005
1,586,637
1,648,541
1,815,788
1,676,059
1.723,795
1,797,183
2,753,544
4,008,048
4,340.211
4.354,033
4,848,140

Amount.

$1,899, 3io
1.759 418
1,722, 773
1,679 157
1,668 492
1.624 711
1,356, 460
1.387 456
1,363 233
1,591 428
1,775, 721
2,037 712
2,747, 221
2,749, 939

45
23
76
54
69
62
17
41
66
53
04
22
67
79

and this was not entirely suitable to him, so, on July 5, 1858,
young Jeffery applied for a position with the Illinois Central Com
pany, and he was put to work in the shops. Mr. Hayes, under
whom he had formerly worked, finding the lad again in the employ
of the company, requested him to come to his office and take a place
there. Mr. Jeffery did so, and was given a place as an apprentice
at mechanical drawing. This seemed in every way perfectly suited
to the nature of Mr. Jeffery, and he became enthusiastic and assid
uous in his work, and determined to then fit himself thoroughly
and completely for the profession of master mechanical draughts
man. He commenced a series of systematic studies that occupied
his time for a period of ten years, embracing all the special as well
as general studies. So ardent and ambitious did he prove to be,
that up to the time he was eighteen years old, he was given the
privilege to study or work, as he felt inclined. He thus combined
the theoretical with the practical, and by the time he was nineteen
years old he was on the rolls of the company as one of the regular
mechanical draughtsmen. At twenty he was placed in full charge
of the mechanical drawing department. He applied himself to
study during leisure hours in the week, in the evenings and on
Sundays, and when Mr. Jeffery was twenty-five years old, fewmen of his scge had so liberal an education. Upon being placed in
charge of the mechanical drawing, Mr. Jeffery was also made pri
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vate secretary to the superintendent of machinery. At twentyeight he was made assistant superintendent of machinery by John
Newell, then president of the road. The latter gentleman was
thoroughly acquainted with the capabilities of Mr. Jeffery, and Mr.
Newell being a typical self-made railroad man, was not slow to
open the way to deserving and energetic employes. For the fol
lowing six years, Assistant Superintendent Jeffery was one of the
most active men connected with the road. He shouldered the
burden of responsibilities and discharged the duties with the highest
credit to himself. His long experience in mechanical drawing,
combined with his constant practical work in the shops, enabled
him to gain such a knowledge of the details of railroad management
that there was but little, if anything, he did not learn about it.
Krom the sketching of a plan to the making of an engine he was
an adept. Mr. Jeffery is perhaps one of the best-posted men in
railway mechanics in the world. He has the science of railway
machinery and appliances at his ringer tips, and in his attainments
and methods ranks high among the most skillful professional me
chanics. In 1877, Mr. Jeffery was promoted to the office of
General Superintendent of the entire Illinois Central railroad sys
tem. There are several representative railway men in Chicago who
have worked up from the shops, but there is no one who deserves
greater credit for his splendid work than Edward T. Jeffery.
From office boy to general manager of a gigantic corporation is a
grand stride for a man of his age to accomplish, and every promo
tion that Mr. Jeffery has received has been earned by hard, faithful
work. During his long career he has never asked for an increase

of salary nor a promotion in position, and though he has again and
again been tendered offices of like nature at a high salary he has
declined, preferring to remain with the road with which he has
literally grown up and to which he has become greatly attached.
In 1SS5, the International Railway Congress was held, ami Mr.
Jeffery, as a delegate from the Illinois Central Railroad Company, was
the sole American representative there. In early days, Mr. Jeffery
was president, for a few years, of the Young Men's Literary Society
of this city. Mr. Jeffery is a prominent and active member of the
American Railroad Master Mechanics' Association, of the Calumet
and Iroquois clubs, and belongs to Blair Lodge, No. 393,
A.F. & A.M. Although not mixed up in politics at all, he is deemed
a "modern" democrat. Mr. Jeffery is now a director of the
Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St. Louis & Chicago Railroad, but devotes
all his time to the interests of the Illinois Central. On April 21,
1877, he was married to Miss Virginia O. Clarke, of Frederick,
Maryland; they have two children, James Clarke and Edna Turner.
Thomas Dorwin, general northern passenger agent of the
Illinois Central Railroad Company, has been in the service for over
thirty years. He was born in Courtland County, N. V., in the
year 1S34. He ran off to sea when a boy and saw many foreign shores.
After indulging in various other occupations which carried him over
a great portion of the United States, he finally entered the employ
of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway Company, at
South Hend, Ind., taking charge of the warehouses at that point.
This was before the Fort Wayne Line was completed, and the sur
rounding country drew its supplies from this locality. In 1856,
Mr. Dorwin removed to Galesburg, III., being placed in charge of
the transfers and shipments of the Northern Cross road. Thus he
remained until its absorption by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Company. When the Peoria & Oquawka Line was finished to
Galesburg, he became station agent there, and when that road was
consolidated with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy he was trans
ferred to Peoria, where he was made yard-master of the Toledo,
Peoria & Warsaw Railroad and put in charge of the warehouses.
After holding this position for some time, he was a conductor for a
year, and then went to Galesburg, where he remained with the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy road until 1866. During that year,
he was appointed general western passenger agent of the Ohio &
Mississippi Railroad, and after serving two years in this capacity,
with headquarters at Kansas City, was sent to Louisville, as general
southern agent of that road. In one year, he was transferred to
St. Louis, as general western passenger agent of the same road.
Next he was general western passenger agent of the Yandalia Line,
and soon afterward was made general passenger agent of the Mis
souri, Kansas & Texas Company. He held this position for five years

and, in 1876, was made general agent of the Texas Pacific Road,
with headquarters in Chicago. In 1878, he was called to his present
responsible post.
Oran Oi l, general purchasing agent of the Illinois Central
Railroad, was born in Saratoga County, N.Y., in the year 1820. At
an early age his parents removed to Albany, and there he attended
the common schools and, after finishing the higher branches,
entered upon the study of law. In 1847, he was admitted to the
courts of New York, but was forced to forego the practice of his
chosen profession owing to the decline of his health. Believing
that it would be of benefit to him to come West, he started for
Chicago and after a few months passed in recreation he located at
Long Grove, Lake Co., 111., and commenced practicing law, having
been admitted to the courts of this Mate in 1848. In 1852, Mr.
Ott was appointed a paymaster in the Construction Department of
the Illinois Central Road, which was then building the main line
south to Cairo. After this wo'rk had been completed he was
appointed station agent at Mendota, 111., where he remained for one
year, and was then transferred to Dunleith, where he acted in a like
capacity for three or four years. He was then appointed Assistant
Superintendent of the Chicago Division, and located in Centralia,
which position he held for some time, and, in 1866, was transferred
to the Land Department of the road, being appointed comptroller,
and in 1872 was made the general purchasing agent of the com
pany, with headquarters at the general office in Chicago. Mr. Ott
has had charge of that department for nearly fourteen years, and
his long term of service with the Illinois Central and in the position
he now occupies, is a testimonial of
his worth and value to the corporation.
He was married in July, 1848, at Al
bany, N. \\, to Miss Lydia Nash ;
they have twochildren—Jesse W. and
. Katie.
/ ^7 ^^*^7
w&
John C. Welling, general au^
£^ £■
ditor of the Illinois Central Railroad
I Company, was born near Trenton, N.
[
/ J., on February 24, 1840. He re\^
ceived his education at the schools in
Trenton and l.awrenceville, and upon
finishing his studies, in 1858, went into
the employ of a firm of which his father was a member, in the grain
anil lumber business at Titusville, N. J. He remained there until
September, 1S61, and was then appointed clerk to Colonel John W.
Newell, paymaster of the United Suites Army. He was in the
government service until August, 1866, and then resigned his posi
tion to take the office of cashier of the I ronton Railroad & M'n»'g
Company, whose mines were located near Allentown, Penn., and
owned by Robert Lenox Kennedy, of New York. In December,
1870, Mr. Welling was called to New York City by Mr. Kennedy,
and he became his private secretary, serving him in confidential
relations, until the date of his entry into the service of the Illinois
Central Railroad Company, in the spring of 1874. He first held aclerkship in the financial office of the company in New York, and,
on July 29, 1874, was promoted to the office of assistant treasurer
and removed to Chicago to take the position on September 1, 1874.
Two years later he was made auditor, and on January 1. 1883, he
was elevated to the office of general auditor, and now has super
vision over the accounts in all departments of the Illinois Central
Company. Mr. Welling was married, on November 5, 1874, at
Belvidere, N. J., to Miss Charlotte V. Paul. They have one child
living,—John Paul Welling. Mr. and Mrs. Welling reside at
Hyde Park, where they are attendants at the Presbyterian Church.
William J. Young, commercial agent of the Illinois Central
Railroad Company, was born at Lancaster, Glengarry Co., Ontario,
Canada, on March 29, 1843. He was brought up on a farm, and
attended the country schools until he came to Chicago and entered
the service of the Illinois Central Railroad Company, on July 23,
1863 ; with which corporation he has since been connected, with
the exception of a few months in 187 1 . He first commenced work
for this company as a day laborer in the freight-house here, but so
remained only a few weeks, when he was transferred to the yards,
and kept the records of freight-trains received and forwarded. In
this capacity he served about one year, and was then placed in
charge of all freights received and discharged from vessels. In
March, 1866, he was again promoted and transferred to Centralia,
III., and took charge of the freight office there till July of the same
year. He then returned to the local freight office in this city,
where he occupied several clerical positions until March, 1871,
when he was appointed agent at Sioux City. Iowa. In July of that
year, he resigned that position anil withdrew from the company's
service, having decided to return to Chicago and go into the pro
duce commission business. He was thus occupied until the great
fire in October, and then, believing he could do better, returned to
the Illinois Central Railroad. He was made contracting freight
agent, and held that position until January I, 1882, when he was
appointed to the office of commercial agent. Mr. Young was mar
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ried in New York City, on December 29, 1870, to Miss Fannie J.
Smith, of that city. They have one daughter, Klla.
William 13. Snow, master mechanic in charge of the carworks of the Illinois Central Railroad, was born at Bellows Kalis,
Vt., on February 13, 1821. He was brought up in his native
town, learning his trade and residing there until he was twenty-two
years old. In September, 1844, he entered into the service of a
railway company v\ith which he has been principally identified
since. He was first employed as foreman of repairs on bridges
and building for the Western (Mass.) Railroad, and his headquarters
were at Warren, near Springfield, Mass. He was with that road
for nearly three years, and, in the spring of 1S47, he went to Boston
and engaged in the restaurant and catering business. This not
proving so successful as he had anticipated, he went back to the
Western Railroad in September of that year, and resumed work at
Springfield. He remained there until December, 1S4S, and then
took the position of car-buildir in the works of Tracey & Fales, of
Hartford, Conn. He remained in their employ until June, 1850,
and then took the foremanship of the passenger car department of
the American Car Company, at Seymour, Conn. In 1852, Mr.
Snow decided to make Chicago his home, and on removing here
took a contract to build six coaches for the old Galena road. His
works were then located on West Kinzie Street ; and he sub
sequently moved them to where ihe car-works of the Illinois
Central are now located. In 1852, or 1853, he took a contract to
build all the passenger coaches for the American Car Company, but
before he had hardly half finished the contract the company failed.
In 1856, Mr. Snow removed to Madison, Wis., and went into the
furniture business. He had been there but a year when the Illinois
Central made overtures for his services as general foreman of their
car-works, they having come into possession of the property of the
defunct American Car Company. Their proposition was accepted,
and Mr. Snow returned to Chicago and took charge of that depart
ment ; with which he has been connected for over twenty-eight
years, with the exception of the time from March, 1872, to January
15. rS75, when he was traveling mechanical inspector of the Pull
man Palace Car Company. Upon his return to the Illinois Central's
employ in the latter year, he was made master mechanic of the air
department and holds that office at the present time. During his
service with the Illinois Central, Mr. Snow has personally super
vised the construction of every passenger car run on their lines,
with the exception of a few that were purchased, owing to the
urgent demands for them in years past. The entire number of cars
run on their suburban trains have been turned out during Mr.
Snow's connection with the road, and the superior construction of
the Illinois Central coaches is ample evidence of his ability and
skill as a mechanic. Mr. Snow was married, on September 28,
1843, at Springfield, Vt., to Miss Ora L. Dyke, a sister of E. F.
Dyke, of the well-known firm of McAuley, Dyke & Co., of this
city. They have two children, —Frank and Lotta Louise.
Henry Schlacks, superintendent of machinery of the Illinois
Central Railroad Company, is a native of Germany, but came to this
country when he was a lad. He was born on November 25, 1840,
at Dann, Rhine Province, and lived in his native town until fourteen
years old. In the summer of 1S54, his parents came to America and
located in this city, since which time Mr. Schlacks has been a resi
dent here. On August 13, 1855, he went into the Weldon Shops
of the Illinois Central Railroad as a machinist's apprentice. He
served his time until August 31, i860, when he was made a mastermachinist, and remained with the Illinois Central until June, 1S65.
He was then offered the foremanship of the erecting shop of the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad and accepted the position,
working for that company in the same capacity until October, 1S67.
From October, 1S69, to December3l, 1872, he was foreman of the
machine shops and general foreman of the Rock Island road. On
January 1, 1373, he returned to the employ of the Illinois Central
and took the position of master mechanic. He so remained until
November I, 1882, and was then appointed to the position of super
intendent of machinery. Mr. Schlacks was married in this city on
February 9, 1865, to Miss Christine Thielen. They have nine chil
dren: Charles H., Henry C, Joseph T., Margaritc, Louisa, Wil
liam, Eddie T., Gertrude and Robert. The eldest son, Charles, is
serving his apprenticeship in the shops with his father, and the
second son, Henry, is studying with firm of Adler & Sullivan,
architects.
William HARPER, master carpenter of the Illinois Central
Railroad Company, is one of the early settlers of this city as well
as one of the oldest employes of the Illinois Central Railroad. Mr.
Harper was born in Virginia, on June 17, 1S11, but his family
moved to Ohio when he was a child, and it was there he was reared
to manhood. He attended the common schools, and learned the
trade of carpenter, serving his time in the City of Cleveland.
After finishing his apprenticeship he " struck out for himself," and
went to Green Bay, Wis., where he passed four years, following his
vocation. In 1839, he came to Chicago, remaining a few months,
and then went to Buffalo, afterward to St. Louis, and finally locat
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ing at Joliet, 111., in the same year. In 1840, he finished the old Na
tional Hotel there, and married Miss Jane M. Hughes on March
11, 1841. In the fall of 1S41, they came to Chicago and have re
sided here continuously since. Mr. Harper worked in the old hy
draulic mills, which then stood at the foot of Lake Street, and which
were superintended by Ira Miltimore. He was afterward engaged
in work for Alexander Loyd, Shepard & Johnston, and Ballard
& Wilcox, all pioneers of the city. On September 18, 1853, he
closed his engagement with the last-named firm and went into the
service of the Illinois Central Railroad Company as a journeyman.
On January I, 1857, ne was placed in charge of the carpenter work
of the road between Chicago and Cairo, and, in 1877, took iu[]
charge of the same work between Sioux City, Iowa, and Cairo, 111.,
also taking in portions of 'the work south of the Ohio, between
Cairo and New Orleans. Although nearly the allotted age of three
score and ten, when men retire from business cares, Mr. Harper is
still a vigorous, hearty man, having in hand the details of every
matter concerning his department. Mr. Harper has, without
doubt, erected more buildings than any other master-carpenter in
Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Harper are the parents of four chil
dren: George W. Harper is a member of a firm at the Union Stock
Yards ; Charles, in the employ of the Illinois Central ; and William
H., general agent of the Southern Pacific Railroad, at El Paso,
Texas; the only daughter, Jennie, is the wife of W. B. Adams,
of Joliet, 111. Mr. Harper joined the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows about 1850, but of late years has been a non-affiliated
member.
Oliver A. Hkrry. trainmaster of the Illinois Central Rail
road, was born at Mount Airy, Md., on October 14, 1838. He was
there reared and educated, his scholastic attainments being such as
were afforded in the common schools of his native town. In 1865,
his family came to Illinois, and, on June 1, 1866. Mr. Barry en
tered into the service of the Illinois Central Railroad Company,
taking a position as brakeman on the Champaign section of the
Chicago division. This place he retained for about ten months,
and was then transferred to Chicago, becoming a clerk in Superin
tendent Marvin Hughitt's office. He was thus engaged for about
one year, and was employed in different departments thereafter,
until he went into the general freight-office, where he remained as
clerk for some time. In 1875, he was promoted to the office of as
sistant trainmaster, his father, C. C. Berry, being at the head of
that part of the service. The junior Berry held the position until
the death of his father, on February 15, 1876, when he became
head trainmaster, and has held that responsible office up to the
present time. Mr. Berry is a member of DeMolay Lodge, No. 13,
K. of P., and of the Independent Order of Red Men.
Thomas Tustin, local freight agent of the Illinois Central
Railroad, was born in Pennsylvania, in the year 1814. He resided
in that State the earlier part of his life, entering into the railway
service there in 1835. In those days the State owned and operated
the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad, which now forms the eastern
end of the Pennsylvania system. Mr. Tustin was engaged in
transportation work on that road for the first four years and, in 1839,
was appointed by the State to the position of superintendent of re
pairs, which he held for a year and a half and was then made super
intendent of motive power, retaining that office for the same length
of time. In 1842, he returned to the transportation province, with
which he remained till 1844. He then retired from the road and
engaged in other pursuits until March, 1852, when he came West
and went to farming, which he continued for twelve years. In
1864, he went into the employ of the Illinois Central Company as
yard and dock master in this city, which position he held until 1871,
when he was made local freight agent, and that office he holds at
the present time. The weight of years fails to tell upon the iron
constitution of Mr. Tustin, one of the oldest officials in the service
of the Illinois Central, and he dispatches the business of his office
with a promptness and vigor well worthy a man far younger in
years. He was married, in Philadelphia, in 1S34, to Miss Sarah
Ann Yordley. They have had eleven children, seven of whom are
now living. Mr. Tustin was a member of the Masonic order while
a resident of Philadelphia, but is now non-affiliated.
CHICAGO & NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.
This company's history, during the period under re
view, exhibits many of the salient points shown by that
of other roads. An examination of the appended
tables will not only afford a comparative view of the
business of the road, but will also show a steady and (to
some extent) compulsory reduction in the rates of freight
transportation joined to an almost constant increase in
tonnage.
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In 187 1,* the gross earnings decreased 6.7 1 percent,
from those of 1870. The reduction of operating ex
penses (including taxes,) was 21.24 per cent., and the
increase in net earnings was $1,029,555.86.
In the consolidation of the Galena & Chicago Union
Railroad Company with the Chicago & North- Western
Railway Company, the latter came into possession of
the Beloit & Madison Railroad, extending to Madison,
Wis., where it connected with the Prairie du Chien
division of the Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. The
business of the Madison branch for many years was
comparatively light. The company, in 1867, had pur
chased the La Crosse, Trempealeau & Prescott, and the
Winona & St. Peter railroads; and, in 1871, obtained
control of the Baraboo Air Line Railroad. After con
solidating that road, and the Beloit & Madison, with
their own, steps were taken to construct the link of
about one hundred and twenty-six miles from Madison
to the termination of the La Crosse, Trempealeau &
Prescott Railroad, near La Crosse.
Of the roads purchased in 1867, the Winona & St.
Peter was the most valuable. The length of the road
on May 31, 1871, was one hundred and forty miles,
extending from Winona westward, through the State of
Minnesota, to St. Peter, with a branch to Mankato, on
the Minnesota River. The franchise was valuable,
granting the right of construction as far as the Big
Sioux River, in Dakota, and carrying with it a land
grant from the United States Government of 6,400 acres
a mile. One hundred and twenty miles of the original
line remained to be completed in 1871, while the land
at that time certified to the original company since the
franchise, and which came into the possession of the
Chicago & North-Western directory, was a trifle over
207,000 acres—an asset which, at a reasonably low esti
mate, might be valued at $1,000,000. A further grant,
under State law, gave to the company 800,000 additional
acres (the estimated value of which was $4,000,000),
contingent upon the completion of thirty miles of road
annually.
An extension of three and one-half miles, from the
Minnesota River to Mankato, was constructed. An
other branch, two and one-half miles in length, was
built in Illinois, from Geneva, on the Dixon air line, to
St. Charles. Negotiations were also concluded during
the year for the purchase of the Iowa Midland. The
charter of the company authorized the extension of the
road across Iowa, and was available for whatever
branches the interests of the line might demand. The
road was operated under a perpetual lease (until its
purchase in 1884) as a part of the Chicago & North
western Company.
A movement was made to re-open the Elgin & State
Line Railroad. Many years before, this piece of road
had been laid with strap-rail and operated in connection
with the Elgin & State Line division of the Galena &
Chicago Union Road, before the consolidation of the
lattercompany with the Chicago & North-Western. The
rails, however, had long since been removed, and the
old grading and right-of-way suffered to remain unoc
cupied. The growth of the village of Lake Geneva,
and its increasing prominence as a summer resort,
inducing a belief that the improvement and re-opening
of the branch would prove profitable, an arrangement
was made by which the old grading and right of-way
were secured, and a charter was obtained under the
name of the State Line & Union Railroad Company.
The company's losses in the fire of 187 1 were very
* The fiscal year of the company closes on May 31, and a reference to
any specified year is a reference to the year closing on May 31.

serious, amounting to more than a million dollars, there
being, however, a partial insurance in good companies.
Among the most important property destroyed were two
large brick freight-houses, a brick flour-warehouse, one
large grain-elevator (from which the company derived
an annual rental of $25,000), besides two other elevators,
belonging to private parties, situated on the NorthWestern tracks, but used exclusively in the company's
business. The passenger depot of the Galena division,
with many smaller buildings, were utterly destroyed, as
well as the large block occupied by the company's
general offices. Of the rolling stock, one hundred and
thirty-three freight-cars, standing on the track and in
the warehouses, were burned. • The actual value of the
property destroyed was less than the inevitable loss of
business resulting from the first effects of the fire.
Within sixty days after the fire, however, the receipts
of the company had recovered. The construction of
two new elevators,—one on the company's ground and
one on the old site on their tracks, —was at once com
menced, the capacity being 1,500,000 bushels, and they
were completed in time for the ensuing harvest. Two
large temporary wooden freight-houses were erected,
to supply the immediate and pressing wants, and the
re-building of the burned warehouses was at once com
menced.
For the year ending May 31, 1872, the revenue
showed a decrease of $292,753, or 2.56 per cent, in
gross receipts. Of this deficit, $143,966. 16 belonged to
the first week following the fire, and $279,454.49, nearly
the entire amount, was within the first four weeks. The
total decrease in earnings during the six months ending
November 30, 187 1, amounted to $765,562.21; while
the revenue for the six months following showed a gain
over the corresponding months of the previous year, of
$472,809.2 1. The extra amount and price of labor and
materials required for temporary accommodations in
Chicago, and in expensive renewals and repairs conse
quent upon the fire, affected the operating expenses,
which, during the year, amounted to 56.68 per cent of
the gross earnings, and, if taxes and charges to account
of fire losses be included, reached 59.72 per cent.
The construction of the Menominee extension, de
signed to fill a gap of one hundred and twenty miles in
the company's lines between Fort Howard and Escanaba, was supplied by the use of stage-coaches in winter
and steamboats during the season of navigation. Grants
of land, aggregating Soo.ooo acres, had been made by
both the General Government and the State of Michi
gan, none of which would be available unless the line
were completed in 1873. By February, 1872, fifty miles
had been put in operation.
The line from St. Beter, Minn., to New Ulm—thirty
miles—was opened in February, 1872. The Iowa Mid
land Railway was finished to Anamosa in October, 1872,
and a connection there made with the Dubuque & South
western Railway, with which corporation reciprocal
traffic arrangements were made.
During the year ending May 31. 1873, the mileage
of the road was increased 145.42 miles, of which 108.5
miles were on the main lines. The financial results of
the year's operations were not satisfactory. The ton
nage of freight carried showed an increase of 17.86 per
cent, over the preceding year, but the revenue from this
source increased only 14.53 Per cent> the rate per ton
per mile having decreased nearly ten per cent.; the
number of passengers carried was 11.44 Per cent, in ex
cess of those carried the year before, but the gain in
passenger earnings was only 764 percent.; the gross
earnings increased 11.7 per cent., but a necessary in-
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crease of service showed its result in an increase in the
percentage of operating expenses to 64.21 as against
59.72 during the year preceding. In consequence, the
net earnings exhibited a decrease of $434,410.25
During the year, a branch road outside and west of
the city, leading from the Wisconsin Division main line,
at Swing Park, six miles from Chicago, to an intersec
tion with the Galena Division line, about five miles west
of the Wells-street passenger station —known as the
" Circle track " — was constructed and put in operation.
The general office building, completed this year, on
the corner of Kinzie and Market streets, is of brick, sub
stantially built and conveniently arranged. Its cost was
$122,172.02. The new machine and repair shops were
built of brick and stone, with iron truss roofs.
The report of the Land Commissioner showed the
sale of 24,296.48 acres of land in Michigan and Wis
consin, at an average of $4.78 an acre. The number of
acres remaining May 31, 1875, was —
In Michigan
639,750.87
In Wisconsin
364,228. 29
In Minnesota and Dakota
1,104,664.00
Total
2,108.643.16
These lands were of varied character. Many acres
were timber land, and several alternate sections had been
granted to the company in the very heart of the mining
districts. The stagnation in the lumber and iron ore
interests, however, rendered the sales light.
The year's business showed a decrease in gross earn
ings of 12.14 per cent., more than one-half of which was
the result of the "Granger legislation." There was an
average reduction of 0.1852 cents per mile per passen
ger —in passenger rates aggregating $216,267.96. In
freight rates, the reduction was 0.1742 cents per ton per
mile, amounting to $791,819.95; the total loss from
lowering of rates being $1,008,087.91.
In the annual report of the company for 1877, the
advantages of location enjoyed by the road are thus
spoken of:
" The three main lines of the company's railway and their rami
fications cover the quadrant of a circle, whose radius of over five
hundred miles sweeps to the north, northwest and west from
Chicago. Nearly every variety of production and industry incident
to the vigorous activity of that country, from Lake Superior on the
north to the transcontinental traffic via Omaha on the west, is
embraced within the limits of these inclosing lines. The iron ore,
the copper, stone, minerals and timber of the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan; the manufactures, agriculture, commerce and immense
lumber interests of Wisconsin; the extensive wheat-growing prairies
of Minnesota and Dakota, and the great and diversified products of
some of the fairest and most thriving portions of Illinois and Iowa,
from the Lakes to the Missouri Kiver, all contribute in greater or
less degree to the volume of traffic which supports our revenues. "
The construction of two additional branches was
commenced during the year. One, about twenty-five
miles in length, and known as the Menominee River
Railroad, ran from a point twenty-two miles south of
Escanaba, and was designed to opened up a new min
ing region. A lateral road, sixty miles in length, was
also designed, and its construction commenced, to serve
as a branch of the Cellar Rapids & Missouri River leased
railroad in Iowa. The line was to be known as the
Maple River Railroad, and the cost of its construction
was assumed by the parties interested in the Cedar
Rapids road.
The financial results of the fiscal year ending May
31, 1878, were satisfactory. The net earnings of
the entire road, including the leased and proprietary
lines, were $2,464,487.16 —more than double those of
the preceding year.
On June 6, 1877, the LaCrosse, Trempealeau &

Prescott Railroad, was formally consolidated with the
Chicago & North-Western Railway.
The annexation
of this line made the entire mileage of the Chicago &
North- Western Road 2,078. 14 miles.
The amount of land sold during the year was
2 1,983.48 acres, and the total amount received and paid
into treasury on account of land grants, was $186,456.80.
The several Minnesota branch lines constructed or
completed during the year, were as follows :
Minnesota Valley Railroad
25 miles.
Rochester & Northern Minnesota Railroad
25 miles.
l'lainview Railroad
16 miles.
Chatfield Railroad
12 miles.
The sum of $355,209.16 was expended for con
struction on the Chicago & North-Western Railway
proper, and $79,619.08 on the proprietary lines. Various
improvements were made in Chicago; a brick ware
house was erected east of State Street, and a new
double-track steel draw-bridge was built over the North
Branch of the Chicago River, south of Kinzie Street, to
replace a single-track wooden bridge.
The net earnings for the year ending May 31, 1880,
were $4,080,167.90. One hundred and thirty 84 100
miles of road were constructed during the year, making
the total mileage of roads owned and controlled by the
company, 2,512.77. 'I he construction expenses for the
year were $1,810,034.07. A permanent lease of the
Des Moines & Minneapolis road was entered into during
the vear, being part of the Chicago iV North-Western
Company, by purchase in 1884. The length of the
road is fifty eight miles, and its acquisition secured for
the company a continuous line to Des Moines. The
Sheboygan & Western (formerly the Sheboygan & Fond
du Lac) Railway was also formally united with the
Chicago & North- Western. The company also acquired
the Galena & Southern Wisconsin, and the Chicago &
Tomah railroads, at that time constructed with a nar
row gauge for a distance of ninety-two miles, between
Galena, III., and Woodman, Wis., with branches to
Platteville and Lancaster, Wis. An extension of the
Chicago & Tomah road was contemplated, with a
standard gauge direct to Madison, where it would
connect with the main line to Chicago, and with a
proposed Madison and Milwaukee line to Milwaukee
The construction of the extension toward the Missouri
River, in Central Dakota, was pressed forward rapidly.
This road leaves the main line of the Winona & St.
Peter Railway at Tracy, Minn., and runs westerly across
Dakota, with lateral branches. The Minnesota portion
of the line—forty-six miles—was called the Chicago &
Dakota Railway, while the portion lying in Dakota took
the name of the Dakota Central. The length of the
line to the Missouri River was about two hundred and
fifty miles, and one hundred and seventy miles had been
completed up to the close of the fiscal year 1880, the
entire track having been laid with steel rails.
A branch line about fifty-six miles in length, called
the Iowa & Southwestern Railway, was projected and
surveyed during the year, and its construction com
menced the following year. The discovery of valuable
beds of iron ore in the Feh.h Mountain district, in
Michigan, led to the survey and construction, in 1881, of
about thirty-six miles of new road to connect with the
Lake Superior line, as well as of another extension in a
northerly direction, for about twenty-two miles from the
end of the Menominee River road, for the accommo
dation of new iron mines in that district.
During 1881, the company purchased the valuable
•working coal mines and properties of the Consolidation
Coal Company, in Iowa, also the road and mines of the
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Iowa Railway Coal and Manufacturing Company, near
Boone. The former of these purchases represented
about seventeen hundred acres of the best coal lands in
the State, on which three distinct mining properties were
already opened.
With a view of diminishing the number of corpora
tions and separate organizations included in the system
owned and operated by the company, an effort was made
during 1881 to bring together, capitalize and merge,
under authority of law, the various properties situated in
each State, so far as could be conveniently effected
independently of the organization of the Chicago &
North-Western Company.
The Elgin & State Line Railroad Company, the St.
Charles Railroad Company, and the State Line & Union
Railroad Company, in the States of Illinois and Wis
consin, were consolidated under the name of the Elgin
& State Line Railroad Company.
The Chicago & Milwaukee Railway Company, the
Northwestern Union Railway Company, the Milwaukee
& Madison Railway Company, the Chicago & Tomah
Railroad Company (which had previously been merged
with the Galena & Wisconsin Railroad Company), and
the Sheboygan & Western Railway Company, were
consolidated in the States of Illinois and Wisconsin,
under the name of the Chicago, Milwaukee & North
western Railway Company.
The Menominee River Railroad Company in Mich
igan, and the Menominee Railway Company in Wis
consin, were consolidated under the name of the
Menominee River Railroad Company in both States.
The Winona & St. Peter Railroad Company, the
Plainview Railroad Company, the Chatfield Railroad
Company, the Rochester & Northern Minnesota Rail
way Company, the Minnesota Valley Railway Company
and the Chicago & Dakota Railway Company, were
united in Minnesota, and formed the Winona & St. Peter
Railroad Company.
The year was a prosperous one, financially. A
comparison of the earnings and expenses for the fiscal
years 1880 and 1881 shows an increase of 1 1.44 per cent,
in gross earnings, but a decrease of 7.42 per cent, in
net earnings. This disproportion was the result of an
increase of 17.23 percent, in operating expenses, mainly
due to the purchase of the mining properties before
referred to.
In 1882, much was done in the way of construction.
The Iowa Southwestern was completed, its length be
ing 5 1.8 miles. The more important line of the Toledo
& Northwestern Railway was pressed forward, 290
miles of the 366 miles were completed by the close of
the year and the entire line was finished during 1883.
An extension of 71 miles of the St. Peter road in
Dakota was also commenced in 1882, and completed in
1883, as well as extensions of the Lake Superior &
Menominee River lines. In November, 1882, purchase
was made of a majority of the capital stock of the
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railway Com
pany. Delivery and payment were to be made during
the summer of 1883. The management of the cor
poration was reorganized and placed under the control
of the Chicago & North-Western Company on Decem
ber 16, 1882. The system embraced 1,147 miles of
well equipped railroad.
In 1883, an extension of 78.22 miles was made of
the Toledo & Northwestern line, securing connection
with the Southeastern division of the Dakota Central.
The extensions of the latter road, during the year, were
71 miles from Watertown to Redfield; 5.47 miles from

aoi

Ordway to Columbia; and 30.55 miles up the valley of
the Big Sioux River. An extension of road was also
made in Michigan, to accommodate various mine open
ings; 6.7 r miles of new road were added to the system
in Wisconsin, and in the same State 75 miles of the nar
row-gauge roads, before mentioned as the Chicago &
Tomah and Galena & Southern Wisconsin, were changed
to the standard gauge and laid with steel rails. In Iowa,
the Maple River line was extended 31.5 miles. The
net outlay for construction, equipment and extensions
during the year was $4,669,833.10
During the year, all the proprietary lines in Michi
gan became a part of the Chicago & North-Western
Railway. Two of the branch lines in Wisconsin were
absorbed, and on June 8, 1883, was effected the con
solidation of the Elgin & State Line and the Chicago,
Milwaukee & North Western Railways with the Chicago
& North-Western.
During 1884, the following leased and tributary
lines, operated by the company in Iowa, were purchased:
Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska Railroad, from the Missis
sippi River bridge at Clinton to Cedar Rapids; Cedar
Rapids & Missouri River Railroad, from Cedar Rapids
to Council Bluffs, these two constituting the main line
across the State, and the Maple River Railroad, a valu
able connection running into Northwestern Iowa,—total,
487.97 miles; the Sioux City & Pacific Railroad, from
Sioux City to Missouri Valley Junction, thence across
the Missouri River to a connection with the Union
Pacific Railway at Fremont, Neb.; the Missouri Valley
& Blair Railway & Bridge Company, owning the bridge
and its approaches over the Missouri River at Blair; and
the Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley Railroad, from
Fremont to Valentine, near Fort Niobrara, Neb., with
the Creighton branch, 311 miles; total, 418.42 miles of
tributaries, and the Blair Bridge property.
During 1885, the construction of about seventy-five
miles of railroad, projected as a coal road, was begun
under the charter of the Northern Illinois Railway
Company, extending from the coal deposits adjacent to
La Salle, III., to Belvidere on the Freeport line, where
it formed a direct connection with the lines of this
company for the distribution of coal in Wisconsin and
throughout the Northwest. This furnished a connecting
link between two important branches of the company's
lines.
In pursuance of the company's policy to reduce the
number of its minor corporations, the Iowa Midland
Railway Company, Stanwood & Tipton Railway Com
pany, Des Moines & Minneapolis Railroad Company,
Ottumwa, Cedar Falls & St. Paul Railway Company,
and Iowa Southwestern Railway Company, were merged,
during the year, with the Chicago & North-Western
Company.
The items charged to construction account during
the year (exclusive of the Sioux City & Pacific, and
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley lines), amounted
to $20,195,762.83. The control of the two lines last
named was acquired by the purchase and transfer of
their capital stocks, both roads being operated inde
pendently of the Chicago & North-Western Company.
The total number of miles of road operated by the
company on May 31, 1885, was 3,843.31, of which
3,302.06 were laid with steel rails.
The appended statistical tables show the financial
operations of the company from 187 1 to 1885, together
with condensed statements of both passenger and freight
business during the same period :
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Operating Expenses
and Taxes.

Year
endinif
May 31.

Miles.

Gross earnings.

Net earnings.
Amount.
m

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
I88l
1882
1883
1884
1885

1,382.90'
1.849 57
1,989.88
1,990.78
1,992.08
1,993.28
2,006.98
2,129.37
2.215.83
2,644.16
3,032.90
3.464.70
3.7I9-58
3.819- 37

$11,402,161
12,736,606
i5.63i.93f)
I3.786,3<>3
14.013,731
13,033, IOI
14,751,062
14,580,921
17.349.349
19.334.072
23,684,656
24,081,834
25,020,624
23,502,655

44 $ 6,810,025
75 8,178,236
1.1 9,275,849
oS 8,781,267
97 8,274,289
')<■ 7,526,100
49 7,620,945
39 7,707,649
"4 8,431.599
0? 10,425,821
19 12,639,634
V- 14,072,516
16 15.140,957
56 13.793.907

For the
Total
Freight tonnage
year ending tonnage of carried one
May 31.
freight.
mile.

Revenue Iperon,

90
71
66
13
90
92
79
13
82
0;
II
36
J2
05

14
v §3"

59 70 $ 4,592,135
64 21 4. 5 5 S. 370
59-34 6,356,086
63.69 5,005,035
59-04 5.739.442
5,507,001
57-75
51.66 7,130,116
52-86 6,873,272
48.69 8,917,749
53-92 8,908,251
53-37 11,045,022
58-44 10,009,317
60.51
9,879,667
58.69 9,708,148

1
Total revenue
from freight.

Other charges,
including inte
rest, sinking
funds and
rentals, and
excluding
dividends.

54 $1,973,811
04 2.374.456
95 3,163,920
95 4,486,769
07 4,713.327
04 4.578,658
70 4,665,629
26 4,585.644
22 4.S37.58I
00 5,130,749
08 5,666,946
96 5.957./OI
04 6,178,939
51 5,151,101

Percentage of
Dividends Paid.
Net income.

76 $2,618,323
51 2,183,913
69 1. 9". 752
57 518,266
20 1,026,114
6l 928,342
54 2,464,487
36 2,287,627
32 4,080,167
20 3.777,501
94 5.378.075
32 4,051,616
24 3,700,727
OI 4,557,017

For the
Total
year
number of
ending passengers.
May 31.

Amount of
Dividends.

78 $1,486,188
53 2,019,640
98
38
■-7
43 536,810
id 1,956,034
9" 2,105,868
90 2,405,521
So 2,420,272
14 2,586,637
'•4 2,800,336
So 2,939,469
50 3,981,348

On
On
common preferred
stock.
stock.
64
OO

"VA

OO
OO
OO
OO
75
75
52
50
50

3
4
6
6
6#
7
7
7

7
7
1%
7
7
7
7
7*
8
8
8

Passengers
carried
one mile.

Revenue perpasenpegerrmile. Averagerfrom1eceipt pas enger.
(cents)
each Total revenue
from passengers.

99,299,476
1 1 1,071,927
109.134,533
"6,775,354
I22,28l,3oS
1 16,902,435
118,877,406
116,068,482
140,116,884
I64,333.50S
205,574,17s
248,856,303
256,386,389
231,090,788

3.28 $1 47 $3,260,654 06
3-l6 1 41 3,509,702 2S
3- 14 1 21 3 426,824 35
3.02 1 03 3,205,059 68
2.85 0 99 3,483 647 42
2.89 1 01 3,378,295 18
2.83 0 99 3,366,67s 61
2.79 0 97 3,240.695 91
2.67 0 94 3.737,342 95
2.53 0 93 4,158.129 81
2.52 0 77 5,171.423 19
2.46 0 77 6,119,615 75
2.40 0 71 6,153.070 70
2.38 0 65 5,498,110 67

s
1872
1873— 1874....
1875....
1876
1877— 1878....
1879....
1880....
l88l_...
1882
1883....
1884
1885....

2,510,016
2,558,390
3,591,090
3.I53.3I5
3.471.927
3,4I3,398
3,911,261
4.265,937
5.574,635
6,662,112
8,190,893
7,874,665
8,453,994
8,235,127

287,764,006 $3 00 2.61 $ 7,521,275 09
366,475,480 2 91 2.35
9.550,547 04
461,112,030 2 86 2.22 11,206,805 74
454,546,468 3 03 2.IO
9,623,165 84
503,132,389 2 83 1-95
9,832,979 37
485, 357, 9°° 2 64 1.86
9,005,278 67
623,768,593 2 75 1.72 10,754,168 18
681,878,311 2 49 1.56 10,637,367 59
865,909,542 2 31 1.49 12,897,777 52
980,522,774 2 16 1-47 14,414,151 09
1,192,188,039 2 13 1-47 17,525.134 19
1,183,829,358 2 10 1.42 16,894,351 75
i.35o.i73,778 2 09 1. 31 17,677,866 40
1,416,789,205 2 08 1. 19 16,917,393 71

Robert Stanley Hair, general passenger agent of the
Chicago & North-Western Railroad, was born at Newcastle-on-Tyne,
England, on November 2, 1852, the son of George Robson and
Elizabeth (Davidson) Hair. His parents came to this country
when he was but two years old, and with them he travelled about
this country, to the various pastoral charges to which his father
was assigned by the Methodist Conference, George R. Hair being a
clergyman of that denomination. The pulpits he occupied were in
Pennsylvania and New York states, until 1S79, when he went to
Minnesota, and is now at Kargo, L). T., superintendent of the North
Dakota Mission of the Methodist Church, which comprises North
ern Dakota, Montana, and the region in that vicinity. R. S. Hair
was educated at the preparatory schools of the districts where his
father was pastor, and afterward at the Wyoming Seminary, at
Kingston, f'enn., where he took a thorough course, preparatory to
entering college. Instead of matriculating at college, however, he
entered into the employment of the engineer's department of the
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, the corporation that is now
the New Jersey Central Company, until May, 1S75, and then went
to St. Paul and took charge of the engineer department of the St.
Paul & Duluth Railroad. After remaining in that position for
some time, he was transferred to the position of chief clerk to the
auditor and general ticket agent, and from that position was promoted
to the office of assistant general ticket agent, and then to general ticket
agent. In February, 1881, Mr. Hair left that road and entered the
employ of the Chicago & North-Western Railroad as general traveling
passenger agent, although his position virtually was that of assistant
to the general passenger agent, and on November 1, 1884, he was
promoted to the position he now occupies. In 1879, he was mar
ried to Miss Retta Cooke, daughter of Andrew T. Cooke, of Hope,
N. J.; they have one child, Bessie.
Hiram R. McCullough, first assistant general freight agent
of the Chicago & North-Western Railroad, was born at Elkton,
Maryland, on October 7, 1850, and is the son of Hiram and Sarah
(Ricketts) McCullough. He received his education at Elizabeth,
N. J., and at Washington College, at Lexington, Va. In 1871, he

1872 ...
1873...
1874...
1875 --1876...
1877...
1878 ...
1S79...
1S80...
1881 ...
1882 ...
1883 ...
1884 ...
1885 ...

2,224,705
2,479,202
2,823,889
3,407,620
3,527,M3
3.347,853
3,416,413
3,328,427
3,964,708
4.482,317
6.754.717
7,968,560
8.523.483
8,403,884

first entered into business life by coming to Chicago—the goal for
young men of energy, perseverance and talent—and entered the
employment of the Illinois Central Railroad, as clerk, in December
of that year. He remained in the offices of that road until 1876,
when he was proffered, and accepted, the position of division
freight agent at Winona, Minn., where he remained until 1878,
and then came to Chicago as division freight agent, and, on Novem
ber I, 18S4, he was appointed to the position he at present occupies.
Mr. McCullough was married, in 1879, to Miss Martha Hughitt, of
Chicago ; they have two daughters, lielle and Florence.
Chari.es Hunt Knapf, second assistant general freight agent
of the Chicago & North-Western Railroad, is one of the oldest
employes who have been continuously in the service of the company.
He was born in Victory, Cayuga Co., N. Y., on January 12,
1S37, and is the son of John T. and Theoda (Newcomb) Knapp,
who were both descendants of a long line of English ancestors. Mr.
Knapp received his early education at the common school, and the
Auburn (N. Y.) high school ; and, at the age of fourteen years
commenced to earn his living, without any very large amount of
educational advantages to assist him in his endeavors. His first
experience was upon a farm, after which he ran an engine in a
steam saw-mill for four years, and also worked some little time at
the lumbering business. Full of energy, vim and health, anything that
supplied him with good pay and active employment was acceptable
to him, and later years have not dulled his energy or perseverance,
only the development has been intellectual rather than physical.
On March 1, 1S58, he entered the service of the old Galena &•
Chicago Union Railroad, at Freeport, 111., as check-clerk ; having
come to Chicago a short time previously. He remained in this
position until Heptember 1, 1858, when he was promoted cashier of
the freight department at the same city, and occupied that situation
for a little over six years. On November 10, 1864, he was appointed
agent at Freeport, and remained there until November 10, 1874,
when he was appointed general agent of the road, —which long ere
this has become the Chicago & North-Western Railroad,—at
Winona, Minn., where he remained until 1878, and was then, about
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October, appointed to the position he now occupies. He was
married, in 1867, to Miss Sarah E. Riker, of Victory, N. V., and
has one son, James N., who was born in 1869. Mr. Knapp was
made a Master Mason in Evergreen Lodge, of Freeport, and also
received the chivalric degrees in the Freeport Commandery. Mr.
Knapp still manifests the effects of his early outdoor, vigorous life
in his sturdy, energetic transaction of the business that devolves
upon him. This is one of his characteristics,—doing with all his
might what comes to his hand ; for instance, while agent at Freeport he would run special trains or perform any necessary work
whose doing would be beneficial to the interests of the company.
Hence the reason for his being retained with this company for
twenty-six years is easily explained, and it is probable that his
tenure of office is only limited by his tenure of existence.
CHICAGO & ALTON RAILROAD.
At the commencement of 187 1, the Chicago & Alton
Railroad Company was operating 5 1 1 miles of railway,
as follows —
Owned by the company:
Joliet to East St. Louis
242 miles.
Dwight to Washington(with branch to Lacon) 80 "
Under perpetual lease:
Chicago to Joliet (Joliet & Chicago Railroad) 38 miles.
Bloomington to Godfrey (St. Louis, Jacksonville
& Chicago Railroad)
151 "
During that year, a road was constructed from Roodhouse, on the St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago road,
to a point on the east bank of the Mississippi River
opposite Louisiana, Mo., a distance of 37.6 miles. The
construction of this line included the building of an
iron bridge, 1,200 feet in length, across the Illinois
River. Upon the building of this branch was expended
$1,217,097. The franchise was obtained through the
St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago company. A steam
ferry-boat, capable of transporting across the Mississippi
an entire passenger train, or twelve freight cars, was
placed upon the route between Louisiana, Mo., and the
eastern shore, and, under the terms of a contract
and lease between the Chicago & Alton and Lou
isiana & Missouri River companies, the former cor
poration constructed fifty-one miles of road from
Louisiana to Mexico, Mo. These two lines (composing
the branch from Roodhouse to Mexico) were opened
for through traffic on October 30, 187 1, making a total
of 591.6 miles of road operated by the Chicago & Alton
company during the last two months of the year.
Track-laying between Mexico and Jefferson City was
begun.
The importance of the line between Roodhouse and
Mexico lay in the fact that it formed a connecting link
between the lines operated by the Chicago & Alton
company and the St. Louis, Kansas City & Northern
Railway ; the co-operation of the two companies secur
ing a through line between Chicago and Kansas City,
shorter than any other then in operation.
The percentage of operating expenses (exclusive of
taxes) to the gross earnings was 56.13 ; the percentage
of operating expenses and taxes, 58.36, an unusually high
ratio, the result of exceptional causes. In March of
that year, a tornado destroyed the engine-house and
depot buildings at East St. Louis, and seriously damaged
other property of the company. In the Chicago fire, in
October, a loss in buildings and other property amount
ing to $100,000, not covered by insurance, was sus
tained. The cost of repairs and re-building rendered
necessary in each case was charged to operating ex
penses.
The tonnage of freight carried showed an increase
of nineteen per cent, over that of 1870, but owing to a
decrease in rates of transportation the aggregate earn
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ings from this source were only thirteen per cent, in
excess of the preceding year. One element of the total
freight tonnage may be specially mentioned, on account
of the extraordinary increase exhibited in six years ; in
1865, 6,000 tons of coal were transported; in 1871,
381,936 ; while in 1873 tne tonnage reached 549,000
tons.
The line from Mexico to Jefferson City, Mo., was
completed during 1872, the last twenty-five miles, from
Fulton to Jefferson City, having been opened for traffic
on July 16.
Increased competition and consequent lowering of
rates caused a marked decrease in the earnings of 187*,
the gross receipts being $5,156,325.7 1, and the net earn
ings $1,879,147.44. While the tonnage of freight during
the year increased 6.88 per cent., the revenue therefrom
was diminished 3.5 per cent.
The gross receipts show a falling off of $122,584.52,
or 2.3 per cent, as compared with 1871; the net receipts
exhibit a decrease of $318,938.02, or about 14^ per
cent. This disproportion was due to an increase in the
operating expenses, which amounted to 61 per cent, of
the gross earnings, as against 56.13 per cent, in 187 1.
The causes for this result may be mainly traced to the
Chicago fire. The destruction of elevators and ware
houses rendered it impossible to obtain storage for grain
arriving in this city without resorting to very expensive
expedients, the cost of which was charged by the com
pany to operating expenses. For a considerable portion
of the year storage could not be had at any outlay, and
among the disastrous results of the conflagration was
the forcing of grain traffic to other markets. So far as
the Chicago & Alton road was concerned, the effect
was serious. Grain and lumber, at that time, constituted
the bulk of its freight, and the farmer usually disposes of
the one and procures the other in the same market.
With a remarkably good crop in 1872, the grain ship
ments to Chicago over the Chicago & Alton road were
reduced one and one-half millions of bushels, and the
return freights in lumber were lowered nearly 80,000,000
feet.
Experience having demonstrated that the steam-ferry
across the Mississippi River at Louisiana, Mo., was
wholly inadequate, the river at that point being liable to
serious and prolonged blockadesof ice, in 1873 the Mis
sissippi River Bridge Company was organized, and on
June 30 was commenced the construction of a bridge,
which was so far completed on December 24 as to admit
its use for the passage of trains.
The first year of its operation proved the wisdom of
its construction. During 1874, the earnings from pas
senger traffic were $8,949.95, and from freight traffic,
$48,888.01, the net profit being
percent, on its cost.
The entire work was accomplished in less than six
months, at a cost of $705,000. The length of the bridge
is 2,042 feet; its superstructure is of wrought iron, and
rests upon piers and masonry of the most substantial
character. The draw-section is 446 feet in length, and
at the time of its construction was the longest in the
world. So perfectly was it constructed, that although a
steam engine was provided for operating it, one man,
unless high winds prevailed, could open and close it,
unaided by this appliance.
The panic of 1873 exerted a depressing influence
upon all business, including railroad traffic; yet the gross
earnings of the company during the year exceeded those
of 1872, by more than $340,000, or over six per cent.,
while, owing to a reduction of operating expenses, the
net earnings were more than twelve per cent, greater
than those of the previous year.
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The year 1874 presented a less favorable showing,
the gross receipts from traffic falling off six and threequarters per cent, from 1873. The causes for this decrease
may be found in the steady diminution of rates for freight
transportation, due in part to adverse legislation and in
part to an unwisely directed competition; a partial fail
ure of crops, the decrease in the amount of corn trans
ported reaching twenty-four percent.; the diminished
coal traffic (twenty-six and one-third per cent., the result
of a three-months' strike of the miners in the Braid wood
district and a ten-months' suspension of work by the
Joliet Iron & Steel Company, caused by a strike of the
operatives.
Under the terms of the lease of the Louisiana &
Missouri River Railroad, the latter company had agreed
to furnish the right-of-way, grading and ties, to complete
its line from Mexico to Kansas City. This provision of
the contract was not complied with. The net earnings
of the leased line for 1874 were less than the amount of
rent paid for its use, and its operation for many years
had been a source of loss. The questions thus arising
between the two companies were submitted to arbitra
tion, and the modifications of the lease made by the
award were more favorable to the Chicago & Alton
company; the payment of any rental beyond the thirtyfive per cent, of gross earnings, less taxes, was abro
gated, and any excess paid as interest, beyond the rental
thus established, was made a debt against the Louisiana
& Missouri River company.
In March, 1875, the Chicago & Illinois River Rail
road, from Joliet to the Mazon River, traversing the
Wilmington coal-fields, upon a line parallel to the Alton,
at a distance of about four miles, was leased. In No
vember, the two companies made an agreement with
the Chicago, Pekin & South-VVestern Railroad Company
granting the latter the right to run its trains over the
new line.
The gross earnings for 1875 were less than for any
year since 1868.
The traffic over the Louisiana & Missouri River road
improved during 1876. Its original estimated value
was based upon its probable worth as a part of a through
line between Chicago and Kansas City; but the com
pany had failed to complete its line from Mexico to the
last named city. Asa result, the Chicago & Alton com
pany was left entirely dependent upon the St. Louis,
Kansas City & Northern Railway for its connection.
While these two companies had a common interest in
that portion of the traffic which could be best promoted
by their joint action, they were still, to a considerable
extent, competitors. In undertaking to carry out its
contract, the Louisiana & Missouri River Railroad
Company was reduced to bankruptcy.
In response to a circular addressed to shareholders
on December 1, 1877, assent to an extension of the line
to Kansas City was received from more than threefourths of the holders of both preferred and common
stock. On account of the difficulty experienced in se
curing a settlement with the floating-debt creditors of
the Louisiana & Missouri River company, it was deemed
best that the extension should be operated under a fran
chise obtained through the medium of a new organiza
tion. This new corporation, known as the Kansas City,
St. Louis & Chicago Railroad Company, secured do
nations of the right-of-way and a limited amount of
other local aid, all of which were to be assigned to the
Chicago & Alton company, and the construction of the
road and its subsequent operation were to be wholly in
its interests. On March 15, 1878, the newly-formed
company executed to the Chicago & Alton road a per

petual lease. Work was vigorously pressed, and by the
first of July the line was in actual operation. The
amount expended on the construction of the line, in
cluding a steel bridge across the Missouri River, depot
buildings, grounds and all other appurtenances, was
$3,592,027.95. The value of the extension may be
judged from the fact that, although in operation only
about half a year, it contributed fifty-six and one-half
per cent, of the total increase in gross earnings during
1879, while in 1880 its earnings were $1,261,991.56, or
$7,742.28 per mile.
On December 3, 1877, the Mississippi River bridge,
at Louisiana, Mo., was leased to the company, in per
petuity, at a fixed rental of $63,000 per annum. A
covenant in the agreement required the Alton company
to retire the bonds of the bridge company at maturity,
after which the rental was to be reduced to $21,000 per
annum,—the amount required to pay seven per cent,
dividends on the stock.
The financial affairs of the Chicago & Illinois River
Railroad Company had, for nearly the entire period of
its existence, been seriously embarrassed, and on Sep
tember 3, 1879, its property, of every description, was
sold under judicial decree on foreclosure of its first
mortgage. The property was purchased at the foreclo
sure sale by the Chicago & Alton company; and, on Sep
tember 5, the sale having been confirmed by the court,
was deeded to that corporation.
The total length of road operated on January 1,
1880, is shown in the annexed table :
Miles of Main
Link.
Miles of Length of
1st main 2d main side track. track.
track. track.
Chicago to Joliet (leased)..
Joliet to East St. Louis!
(owned)
Coal City Branch (owned)
Dwight to Washington, and
branch to l.acon (owned)
Roodhouse to Louisiana
(owned)
St. Louis, Jacksonville and
Chicago (leased)
Louisiana and Missouri Riv
er (leased)
Mexico to Kansas City
(leased)
Total miles .

37.20

36.48

16.84

90.52

243-50
27.84

25.58

326.25
33-58

79.80

....

57-17
5-74
7.18

38.IO

...

5.29

150.60

....

13.63

43-39
164.23

IOO.80

...

10.44

[II. 24

.... . 21.59

184.21

162.62
840.46

62.06

137.88

86.98

1,040.40

In summarizing the financial condition of the road on
December 31, 1880, the directors, in their annual re
port, said :
" Our company has expended large sums obtained from time to
time by the sale of stock and bonds for permanent additions to its
leased lines and for rolling stock used on them. The leases are
perpetual, and the property thus held may be considered as owned,
subject to the payment of annual rent. By capitalizing, at seven per
cent., the amount of annual rent in addition to that represented by
coupons on the several amounts of bonds [constituting the funded
debt] we arrive at the following result :
" Total amount of stocks and bonds
$26,588,822 00
" Capital represented by
Joliet & Chicago Railroad Company,
less $306,000 of bonds
1,500,000 00
St. L., J. and C.R.R. (based on last
year's earnings)
5,404,77300
K.C.,St.L. & C.R.R. , less $3,000,000
of 1st mortgage bonds owned by
our company
1,743,600 00
Louisiana & Missouri River R.K.
(based on earnings of last year)
2,284,532 28
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Mississippi River Bridge Co. (less
($700,000 bonds)
_
Total capital account

300,000 00
$37,821,727 28

" This sum includes the cost of our bridges over the .Mississippi
and Missouri rivers, rolling-stock and all other property held by
our company. If divided by the number of miles of main line
(840. (6), it is equal to $45,239 per mile. If divided by the number
of miles of all tracks (1,061.53), it is equal to $35,629 per mile.
Excluding the cost of the bridges over the Mississippi and Mis
souri rivers, the remainder, including all other property, is equal to
$43,584 per mile of main line, * * * or $34,239 for each mile
of track."
During 1880, the work of lowering the steepest
grades on all the divisions was continued, and on the
division between Chicago and Bloomington (126 miles)
was completed, the maximum inclination being twentyfour feet a mile. Steel and iron were substituted for
wood in bridges, until, at the close of the year, very
few wooden bridges remained on the line.
During 1881, the Illinois River Railroad (owned by
the Chicago & Alton company) was connected with the
main line by the construction of a road, six miles
long, between Coal City and a point near Braceville,
completing a "loop line" between the junction last re
ferred to and Joliet. The two roads were at once
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operated for through traffic as a double-track railway,
completing the double-track system between Chicago
and Odell, a distance of nearly eighty-two miies, on
which the heaviest traffic was concentrated.
An examination of the statistics relating to freight
transportation shows that the business of the country
traversed by the line, from having been at first almost
wholly agricultural, had become diversified. The traffic
derived directly from the products of the soil became
each year of less relative importance, and the annual
revenue from freight less dependent upon successful
crops. In 1 88 1, the earnings from transporting farm
products were but twenty per cent, of the total earnings
from freight traffic, and only fourteen and one-half per
cent, of the gross earnings from all traffic.
Another "loop line" was commenced in 1881 and
completed in 1882, between Godfrey and Milton, pass
ing through Upper Alton, seven and one-half miles in
length. The distance between the two points was
shortened by one and one-half miles, and the grade re
duced from a maximum of ninety to thirty-two feet a
mile.
In 1884, by an exchange of stock, the ownership of
the St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago Railroad Com
pany was vested in the Chicago & Alton company.

The financial results of the operation of the Chicago & Alton Railroad Company, from 1871 to 1884, were —
Operating Expenses.
Year.

Net earnings.

Gross earnings.
Amount.

1871
1872
1873
1874
IS75
1876
1377
1878
1879

$5,278,910
5.156,325
5,497,540
5,126,228
4.656,763
4,960,528
4,464,343
4,671,519
5,755,677
7,687,225
7.557.74"
8,215,495
8,Sio,6io
8,709,274

1881
1882
1883
1884

23
71
77
03
83
69
08
13
19
98
42
12
38
22

$3,101,917
3,277,178
3.376,254
2 901,351
2,043,125
2,804,290
2.457,765
2,660,129
3,1/1.456
4,209,241
4,321,375
4,684,503
5,097,032
5,133.790

Per cent.
65
27
87
06
34
49
27
76
59
27
00
50
62
16

58.36
63.60
61.41
56.60
5^-77
56.53
55-05
56.94
55.10
54.10
57-17
57-02
57.85
58.94

$2,198,085
1,379,147
2,121,285
2,224,876
2,052,638
2,269,467
2,107,337
2.156,384
2,706,156
3,625,402
3,408,027
3 729.613
3,930,652
3,822.627

46
44
90
97
49
58
46
82
56
24
17
59
06
87

Interest, rentals,
and
sinking funds
$ 8So,27o
876,846
1,005.165
1,073, S56
1,058,243
1,032,707
1,135,005
1,188,613
I.346 92S
1,870088
1.932,984
1,968,230
1,991,149
1,682,124

23
97
53
14
46
91
49
16
50
83
OO
66
62
29

Dividends,

* $1,156,097
1,145,483
i,I35,oSo
i,i35.oSo
1,021,572
988.652
926,898
865,109
765,776
854.359
1,077,976
1.083,080
1.194,184
1,646,840

88
13
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

Including government tax on dividends of $10,403.13.
The net earnings from freight and passenger transportation of the Chicago & Alton Railroad Company, from
187 1 to 1884, were as follows :
Freight Earnings.
TOTAL NUMBER OF TONS CARRIED.
Year.
Through
freight.
18711872.
1873187418751876.
18771878.
18791880.
188118821883.
1884.

209,510
180,080
281,985
346,067
341,408
622,742
805,879
799 05 1
772,975
871,183
980,380

Local
freight.

Total.

1,211,643
1,365,722
1,536,250
1,214,121
1,625,898
2,011,435
2,265,909
2,475,953
2,749,865
2,617,313
2,617,904

1,501.496
1,601,799
1,642.440
1,421,158
1,445, S02
1,818,235
1,560,188
1,967,306
2,637,177
3,071,788
3,275,004
3,522,840
3,488,496
3.598,234

PER CENTAGE OK
Average Tons hauled Receipts
per ion
miles
Revenue.
one mile. per
Through Local hauled
mile
freight. freight.
Cents.
IO.46 89-54
$3,740 203 07
1 1 . 26 S8.74
3.607, 642 90
9 30 90.70
3.897: 461 76
17.24 82.76 II4.2 162 ,306,676 2.123 3.446 880 91
11.65 S8.35 I08.6 168 923,879 I.S78 3.173, 531 43
14-50 85 5o II9.8 217 835,161 I.626 3.541. 346 07
22.18 77.82 135-8 211 947,565 1-447 3.067. 769 22
17-35 82.65 121. 1 248: 2S6,3iS 1.298 3.409. 509 82
23.65 76.35 114.7 402, 234,396 1.054 4,242. 791 39
26.24 73-76 156.7 451 474,730 1.206 5.S08. 484 30
24.40 75.60 136.5 447, 009,997 1.241
5,546: 869 44
21.04 78.96 134-8 474, 823,908 1.261
5,948. 123 31
24-97 75-03 157-4 549, 369,534 1. 128 6,197 680 84
27.25 72-75 167.5 602. 768,054 1.007 6,073 674 61
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Passenger Earnings.
Year,

1871 .
1872.
1873.
IS74■875 I876.
18771878.
1879I880.
188l.
1882.
1883.
1884.

Number of
passengers.
715,682
772,506
829,876
904,223
862,264
873.873
860,237
781,991
S43.429
1,203,549
1,495,606
1,661,991
1,805,140
1,907,486

Average distance
travelled.
Miles.

48.34
46.70
47.16
47-36
4S.24
64.28
65.03
62.07
OO.72
58.73
62.8S

Average fare paid
Receipts per
Number of passengers
passenger per mile. by each passenger.
hauled one mile.
Cents.
$1 78
1 72
1 66
1 57
3.267
43,462,511
1 46
3.126
39,913,851
2.956
41.231,777
39
41
2.974
40,743,272
2.834
37.797.542
37
2.419
54,219,072
55
2.760
-8,270,565
35
I.82S
92,847,464
'3
IS
1-951
101,150,959
106,028,676
2. 141
25
I')
119,946,417
I.899

The dividends declared by the Chicago & Alton
Railroad Company from 1863 to 1885, have been: 1863
—August 1, 3^4 per cent, on preferred stock, and 2s/2
on common; 1864 — February, 3)2 per cent, on pre
ferred, common being passed; August, 3 ) per cent on
preferred, 6 per cent, on common; 1865 — February, 5
per cent, on both preferred and common; September,
3^2 per cent, on preferred and common. From March,
1866, to March, 1875, semi-annual dividends of 5 per
cent, were paid on both preferred and common stock;
from September, 1875, t0 March, 1877, 4 per cent, semi
annually was paid on both; from September, 1877, to
September, 1880, the semi-annual dividend was 3I2 per
cent.; from March, i88i,to March, 1884, was 4 percent.;
and since that time the company has paid a quarterly
dividend of 2 per cent, on both preferred and common
stock.
Chauncev Kelsey, auditor of the Chicago & Alton Railroad,
was born at Cincinnati, Ohio, on May 1, 1846. When quite young
his parents removed to Columbus, Ohio, where he was brought up
and educated. He attended the public schools and, when about to
graduate from one of the high schools, was offered a position as
clerk in the freight department of the Cleveland, Columbus & Cin
cinnati Railroad, at Columbus. He commenced work with this road
on April 13, 1863, and was there until February, 1865, occupying
various positions in the freight department of the company. At the
close of his engagement there, he took a position with the Indiana
polis, Columbus & Indiana Central Road, occupying a clerkship
and remained with them through the consolidation of the line with
the " Pan Handle" and up to June. 1871. He then took the post
of chief clerk of the accounting department of the Indianapolis,
BJoomington & Western Railroad, at Urbana, 111., and, on May I,
1872, was appointed assistant auditor. In October of the same
year, he was elected to the auditorship and he filled that important
office until April 1, 1880, when he was tendered the position he now
holds, that of auditor of the Chicago & Alton Railroad, with head
quarters in this city. Mr. Kelsey was married, in 1876, to Miss
Kate Smith, daughter of C. W. Smith, the general manager of the
Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad. Her death occurred December 29,
1882. They had one son, Charles Smith Kelsey, named in honor
of his paternal grandparent.
Appended are some sketches of gentlemen whose
headquarters are in this city, and who are connected
with foreign roads:
Chari.es E. Lambert, general western passenger agent of the
New York, West Shore & Buffalo Railway Company, is a native of
West Troy, N. Y., where he was born on May 20, 1846. His
father, Augustus Lambert, was a Connecticut ship-builder, but came
to New Vork City at an early day and was one of the pioneers of
West Troy. His mother, Constance Gengras was of French ex
traction. When only fourteen years of age young Lambert com
menced his long railroad career, as an office boy with the Troy &
Boston Railroad Company, at West Troy. Passing through all the
gradations of freight clerk, brakeman, baggage master and agent,
depot ticket agent, traveling passenger agent, general passenger
agent and assistant superintendent, Mr. Lambert finally left his

Revenue.
Si, 273, 793
1,329, 714
1,379 425
1,420 350
1,252. 688
1,218, 820
1,211, 851
1,071 103
i,3" 708
1,624, 668
1.697, 541
1,973, 100
2,270, 379
2,278, 429

44
83
71
42
77
91
78
68
17
oS
44
66
08
14

old home for Chicago in 1881, as general western agent for the
Hoosac Tunnel Route. He performed the duties of that office un
til January I, 18S4, when he was appointed to his present position.
W. H. Hurlburt, general western passenger agent of the
New York, Lake Erie & Western Railroad, was born at Roxbury,
Conn., on March 11, 1846. Subsequently he removed to Hartford
and Bridgeport, Conn., engaging in various mercantile pursuits,
until, in 1S70, he went to Omaha, Neb., as passenger agent of the
Northern Missouri road. Mr. Hurlburt next served as travelling
agent of the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad; in 1873, he be
came the northern passenger agent of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy line, and subsequently the general travelling passenger agent
of that road. On January I, 1S76, he was appointed the general
western passenger agent of the Canada Southern road, and in Sep
tember 1 88 1, general passenger agent of the Canada Southern road,
with headquarters at Buffalo. lie assumed his present position
on April 16, 1884.
Charles L. Wellington, assistant general freight agent of
the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway, was born at Cambridge,
Mass., on February 4, 1851. He was reared and educated in his
native town and graduated from the high school. Fiver since enter
ing upon business life, Mr. Wellington has been identified with
railroads, February 12, 1S73, being the date upon which he entered
into active service. He took a position as clerk to the assistant
general freight agent of the Michigan Central Railway, at Detroit,
and remained there for four years. On February 1, 1877, having
been offered a better position in a similar capacity, he came to
Chicago and remained one year with the Chicago & Orand Trunk
line. The Wabash company tendered him a clerkship in their office
at Toledo, Ohio, and, on September 1, 1S7S, he accepted the same and
entered upon the duties. Mr. Wellington remained there until Sep
tember, 18S0, and during this time, owing to his assiduous attention
and conscientious devotion to the duties required in his position, his
abilities were recognized, and as it is the practice of the Wabash to
promptly promote those who are faithful in the discharge of their
work, Mr. Wellington received the post of assistant general freight
agent at St. Louis, and later, in 1883, the same position, with head
quarters in Chicago. The duties devolving upon an official in the
department of a railroad like that represented by Mr. Wellington,
requires a man of energy, perception and discrimination. His long
experience under older heads has given him that knowledge so
essential to the proper direction of the affairs of his department. Mr.
Wellington was married in New York City, on November 24, 1881,
to Miss Mattie K. F'atzinger, and their residence is at Kenwood, 111.
Orange S. Wi.nans, local freight agent of the Wabash, St.
Louis & Pacific Railway, has a long record as a railway man, hav
ing been in the service for a period extending over thirty-five years.
He was born in the town of Chili, Monroe Co., N. Y., on Slarch
27, 1S29, and was there reared and educated, graduating, however,
from the Geneseo Wesleyan Seminary. At the age of twenty-one he
entered into active business life by becoming a clerk for the Erie
Railway Company, at Dunkirk, N. Y. F'rom that minor position
he rose to be agent of the station, and served the F'rie road at Dun
kirk for twenty-two consecutive years. In 1S68, he was appointed
agent of the Canada Southern Railway, at Buffalo, and subsequently
filled the office of chief clerk of the general freight department:
returning to the position of local agent, which he held during the
last year of his identification with the road. In 1876, he went to
Galveston. Tex., at the request of H. M. Hoxie, general manager
of the Galveston, Houston & Henderson Railroad, and filled the
position of freight agent at that point for three years. He after
ward held similar positions at leading points on the Missouri Pacific,
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- in 1883, being stationed at Denison, Tex. When General Manager reduction of rates, however,—due, in part to a strong
Talmadge took charge of the affairs of the Wabash, St. Louis & competition between the trunk lines leading west from
Pacific Railroad, his first appointment was to make Mr. Winans local
seaboard—joined to other causes, made the results of
freight agent of the line at Chicago, such was his high regard for the the
the
year's operations less satisfactory than they would
abilities of this gentleman. This office Mr. Winans still retains,
serving his company with the faithfulness and efficiency that has otherwise have been, or than was anticipated. The
always marked his past career. Mr. Winans was married in 1871, Chicago fire occasioned an almost complete interruption
to Miss Lillie Handt, of New York City. They have one child, a of the freight business, especially that which was local
daughter, named Ionia Vallere. For twenty years Mr. Winans has to the road. From the close of navigation to the end of
been a member of the Masonic fraternity and is a Knight Templar.
Benjamin V. Jackson, general northwestern agent of the the fiscal year, the lack of adequate storage room in
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad, was born in and resided at Parkers- Chicago, added to the incapacity of Eastern roads to
burg, W. Va., the earlier portion of his life. The date of his birth receive freight, operated unfavorably, not only to the
was March 10, 1850. During his boyhood, Mr. Jackson attended business local to the road, but also, to a large extent,
the public schools in his native town, and later entered the Univer
sity of Virginia. He remained there for some time, and as he was rendered it impossible for it to receive freight from its
about to graduate and take the degree of Bachelor of Arts, he left connections west, at the Mississippi.
the school and commenced business life. Mr. Jackson first entered
The Chicago & Iowa Railroad was completed and
the railway service as bill clerk on the Marietta & Cincinnati Railroad,
for business during the year, extending from
now known as the Cincinnati, Washington & Baltimore Railway. opened
This was in 1868, and he remained with them but one year, when Aurora to Forreston,—eighty-three miles—where a
he was offered employment in the Second National Bank of Park- junction was formed with the main line of the Illinois
ersburg. lie took a primary position at first, but rapidly won his Central Railroad. The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
way, and within two years he was made teller of the bank. In 1870, company made a traffic agreement with this corpora
he was offered a lucrative position as bookkeeper for the Novelty tion, under the terms of which the latter was to send all
Mills of Parkersburg, but he only remained with them six or eight
months, resigning his place in order to go into business for himself. its business over the line of the former between Aurora
His first venture was freight transportation on the Ohio River, and and Chicago. Contracts between the two companies
he was very successful. In the latter part of 1871, he obtained an last named, the Illinois Central and the Chicago, Duinterest in a large oil refinery at Parkersburg, and he devoted his buque & Minnesota Railroad companies were also con
whole attention to that business. By dint of hard work Mr. Jack
son rapidly accumulated a large competence. But in the spring of cluded during the year, whereby a line was formed from
1874, a conflagration ruined him, destroying his property, valued at Chicago to Dubuque, over which the business of the
$100,000. It was a heavy blow, and not only was it disastrous to Chicago, Dubuque & Minnesota, the Illinois Central
him then, but the liabilities of his firm hampered him in after years. north of Forreston, including that of the Dubuque &
But like an honest man, Mr. Jackson was finally enabled to balance
the last debt the firm owed. In the fall of 1S74, having arranged Sioux City road, was to pass over the Chicago & Iowa
his financial matters satisfactorily, he accepted the position of agent and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy roads, between
for the Chesapeake & Ohio line, at Memphis, Tenn. Owing to the Forreston and Chicago.
struggle he had made to redeem his fortunes, his health had be
The company acquired by purchase, during the
come impaired and he concluded to withdraw from business until he year, the Chicago & Rock River Railroad. Its route
had regained his health. After a few months' rest, having been
offered the general superintendency of the lands and territory of the extended from Rock Falls, opposite Sterling, crossing
West Virginia Oil and Oil - Land Company, he went to work with the Illinois Central at. Amboy, and thence running
a determination to relieve himself of the debts unpaid at the time of nearly parallel with and in the vicinity of the Chicago,
the fire. He was eminently successful, accomplished the desired Burlington & Quincy road into Chicago. Shortly after
result, and soon found himself on the road to affluence again. During its acquisition, it was extended westward from Rock
his connection with the above company, covering a period of about
three years, Mr. Jackson erected an immense refinery and built up Falls, forty-five miles, to Shabonna's Grove, on the
a heavy trade for the corporation. In the winter of 187S, he re
Chicago & Iowa line, the extension being completed and
tired from active business and took several months' rest. In April, opened for traffic in July, 1872.
1879, the Erie Railroad offered him the superintendency of their
During the latter half of 1873, the Illinois Grand
milk traffic, one of their valuable interests then requiring systematic
management. Mr. Jackson took charge of this department and Trunk extension was completed to Clinton. Owing to
held the post until April, 1882, when he returned to the service of some difficulty in reference to the use of the Chicago &
the Chesapeake & Ohio Company, and took the agency at Louis
North-VVestern company's bridge across the Mississippi
ville, Ky. He served them in that capacity until the following at that point, surveys were made and preparations com
June, when he was sent to Chicago to represent the line as their
general northwestern agent, which position he holds at the present pleted for the construction of another bridge across the
river, in order to establish complete connection with the
time. He is also general northwestern agent of the Kanawha Dis
patch, a fast freight-line operating over the Chesapeake & Ohio and Chicago, Clinton & Dubuque and the Chicago, Dubuque
its connections. Mr. Jackson was married on May 18, 1878, at & Minnesota roads. A bridge company was organized,
Cincinnati, Ohio, to Miss Blanche Worthington. They have lost
two children; and two daughters, Laura and Carrie, are still living. stock subscribed, and the necessary State and Federal
legislation obtained.
In 1872, the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad
CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY
was transferred, by perpetual lease, to the Chicago,
RAILROAD.
Burlington & Quincy Company. On December 31,
1872, the latter corporation took formal possession of
The total mileage of the Chicago, Burlington & the line. The line annexed crosses Iowa from Burling
Quincy Railroad, at the opening of the fiscal year end
ton to the Missouri River, connecting at Omaha with
ing April 30, 1872, was 706 miles. This was increased the Union Pacific line ; at Omaha, Plattsmouth and
during the year succeeding to 761 miles, by the opening Nebraska City with the railroad system of Nebraska ;
of the Illinois Grand Trunk branch from Mendota to and by its branches and connections reaching to the
Prophetstown, forty- five miles, and that portion of the eastern terminus of the Kansas Pacific, the Atchison,
Fox River Valley branch, between Aurora and Geneva, Topeka & Santa Fe, and the system of Kansas roads.
ten miles, in May, 187 1.
Yet another advantage was that an eastern terminus at
The capital stock of the company was increased dur
Peoria was obtained, affording connection with the
ing the year by the sale, to the stockholders at par, of Pennsylvania system as well as with other east-bound
20,594 shares; and the net earnings of the road for the lines, and materially reducing the distance between the
year, above operating expenses and taxes, amounted last named point and the Missouri River.
$12.23 per share of the capital stock thus increased, A
A new Western connection was formed the same
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year, by the completion of the Missouri, Kansas &
Texas road (800 miles in length), to Hannibal, where
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy connected with it by
means of the Quinc y, Alton & St. Louis line, running
from Quincy to Hannibal, Mo., a distance of 18 miles.
Prior to the acquisition of the Burlington & Missouri
River line, the General Government had made valuable
grants of land to the latter company, to aid in the con
struction of their road through Iowa. With reference
to the title of a considerable portion of these lands,
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much litigation had been occasioned by pre-emption,
homestead and swamp-land claims, so-called. At the
beginning of 1874, the company estimated their hold
ings under these grants at 359,708.45 acres, of which
there were affected by unsettled claims, 26,600 acres ;
leaving undisputed, 339,108.45 acres. There had been
sold 220,584.22 acres; and there remained to be sold, if
the title to all the lands should be made good, 157,006.73
acres, which, at the rate of previous sales, would realize
$1,871,991.24. The estimated value of the entire grant
amounted to $4,288,548.02. A very considerable expense
was attendant upon the grant, taxes and incidental out
lays, aggregating two-thirds of the receipts.
In 1875, the necessary legislation was secured to
accomplish the formal consolidation of the Chicago,
Burlington &: Quincy and Burlington & Missouri River
roads. On August 1, 1875, the latter company executed
to the former a conveyance of all its property, and as

the most practicable mode of completing the purchase,
the directory of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
company authorized an exchange of stock.
During 1875, the company extended aid toward the
construction of the Albia, Knoxville & Des Moines
Railroad, and obtained a lease of the line in perpetuity.
On December 6, 1875, a preliminary contract was
made for the perpetual lease of the Quincy, Alton & St.
Louis Railroad, the length of which is forty-six miles;
its route being from Quincy to Louisiana, Mo., with
a branch to Hannibal, along the
rich bottom lands oh the east bank
of the Mississippi.
On October 1, 1876, the di
rectory of the Chicago, Burling
ton & Quincy company acquired
control and commenced the opera
tion of the St. Louis, Rock Island
& Chicago Railroad, the action of
the Board having been ratified at
a special meeting of the stock
holders, held on December r.
The fixed annual rental of the
road was $175,000 for the period
of its charter, with provisions for
renewal. The route of the road
thus acquired extended from a
point of junction with the Chica
go & North-Westem road, near
Sterling, to Rock Island, a dis
tance of 5^ miles, and using the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
road near Rock Island for a dis
tance of twelve miles, and the
Indianapolis & St. Louis road,
near St. Louis, for a distance of
twenty miles, under running ar
rangements with those companies,
and with a branch extending from
Sagetown, on the main line of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
road to Keithsburg, eighteen miles
distant : in all, a distance of 270
miles of road, absolutely acquired,
besides rights over the roads
above named. The importance
of the acquisition to the company
may be seen, when it is stated that
the main line of the road crossed
the main line of the Chicago, Bur
lington & Quincy road at five
different points, diverting busi
ness and reducing rates. Its control by the company
was a carrying out of the policy to convert, so far as
practicable, competing lines into contributors.
The event of the year 1880, in the company's history,
was the acquisition of the Burlington & Missouri River
Railroad of Nebraska, including both main, stem and
leased lines, 836 miles of which were then in actual
operation, and about 109 miles in course of construc
tion. A valuable grant of Nebraska lands was thus
gained, of which 270,030 acres were sold in 1880, for
$1,292,625.86. When the consolidation was effected, it
was deemed equitable by the management to distribute
stock to represent a part of the surplus earnings which
had accumulated and had been invested in very valua
ble additions to the company's property at low prices.
Accordingly, on May 3, 1880, a stock dividend of
$6,217,240 was declared.
Preliminary steps were also taken during the year
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toward procuring a lease of, or effecting a consolidation
with, the Kansas City. St. Joseph & Council Bluffs road.
Seventy-eight miles of extension of Iowa branches
were built in 1880, making the total length of the road
at the close of the year (including the Burlington &
Missouri River of Nebraska) 2,772 miles. The total
outlay for construction and equipment during the year
was $8,207,899.71. Of this amount, $939,663.09 was
expended for real estate in Chicago, which was followed,
in 1 88 1, by an outlay of $256,671.42 for the same pur
pose
In 1881, the company found new terminal accom
modations in this city at the Union Depot on Canal
Street, between Madison and Van Buren, the depot
being occupied in common by the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy, the Chicago & Alton, the Chicago, Milwau
kee & St. Paul, and the Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & St.
Louis companies.
In 1881, the company acquired control of the Bur
lington & Southwestern Road, running from a point
on the Keokuk line to Laclede, on the Hannibal & St.
Joseph road, 109 miles west of Quincy, and thence to
Kansas City. Arrangements were also perfected the
same year for the control by the company of the St.
Joseph & Des Moines road, running from St. Joseph
to Albany, Mo., where connection was made with one
of the branches of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy.
A lease was also obtained of the St. Louis, Keokuk &
Northwestern road, extending from Mt. Pleasant, Iowa,
to Dardenne, a point thirty miles from St. Louis, from
where the company obtained the right to use the
Wabash tracks into that city.
The average length of road operated directly by
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Company in 1881,
was 2,822 miles, and in 1882, 3,100 miles. In addition,
the company controlled, and practically owned 700.87
miles of railroad, as follows :
Miles.
St. Louis. Keokuk & Northwestern
185.10
Chicago, Burlington & Kansas City (old Burlington
& Southwestern).
152.60
Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs
313. 1 7
St. Joseph & Des Moines
50.00
One-half interest (the other half being owned by
the Wabash, St. Louis it Pacific) in the Humeston & Shenandoah Koad
—
113.00
The construction of a Colorado branch was begun
in September, 1881, and the line to Denver, Col., was
opened on May 28, 1882.
In 1883, a sufficient amount of the securities of the
Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad were purchased by the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy directory, to give the lat
OPERATING KXIKNSES.
Year.

Gross receipts.

Net earnings.
Amount.

1872*
1872+
1873
1874
'875
1876
1877
1878
1879
I880
IS8I
1882
1883
1884

S 7,369,009
5,524,730
11,405,225
11,645,317
11,791,361
I2.057.794
•- 12,551,454
14,119,665
14,817,105
20,492,046
21,324,150
22,023,303
26,434,549
26,059,381

Per
cent.

ter company control and practical ownership of the line,
whose length was 292.35 miles. The road, however, as well
as some others above mentioned, practically controlled by
the company, continued to be operated by the corpo
rations nominally owning them. The acquisition of the
Hannibal & St. Joseph Road was regarded as the best
solution of the southwestern question, and as placing
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy in a strong position
at Kansas City.
An extension of branches and construction of new
road increased the length of the line directly owned by
the company to 3,322.5 miles on December 31, 1883,
exclusive of nearly 1,000 miles practically owned and
controlled by the company, but nominally operated by
separate corporations. This mileage was increased in
1884 to 3,467.4 miles.
The entire property of the company, on December
31, 1884, was #s follows :
Permanent investment in construction
$141,876,858 99
Materials on hand
1,807,567 68
Cost of investment in securities of Hannibal & St.
Joseph and other branch roads
7,088,847 53
Sundry investments.
4H.°35 °7
Suspended debts and excess of bills receivable
over bills payable
9,664,822 08
$186,574,421 35
Against which stood :
Capital stock
... $76,450,146 51
Bonds of all issues outstanding.. 77,160,607 86
153,610,754 37
Excess of cost of property over all liabilities
$ 32,963,636 98
Traffic earnings of the Chicago Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, together with the tonnage of freight
and number of passengers carried from 1873 to 1884 :
of freight
Year Tonsmoved.
1873
1874
1875
i8-/j
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

Revenue.

2,221,744 $ 8,195,348 78
2,420,628
8,603,826 15
2,711,972
8,502,617 37
2,892,614
8,821,225 16
3,249,625
9.534.454 54
3,975,010 11,152,178 68
2,076,184 11,650,622 56
6,639,186 16,054,196 61
6.710,750 16,595,818 82
6,346,259 15,711,509 58
7,645,701
19,514,160 97
18,514,160 97
7.5Z5.997

No. of pas
sengers carried.

Revenue.

1,706.734 $2,576,061 25
1.830,453 2,648,840 79
2,019,484 2,677,942 44
2.393.779 2,653.888 54
2,009,367 2,483,400 43
2,014,511
2,439,180 46
2,076,184 2,566,652 19
2,800,151
3,534,209 25
3,202,817 3,616,686 57
3.367.898 4,756,992 48
4,123,638 5,285,839 ro
4,519.185 5,339,866 15

The financial operations of the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy Railroad Company, from 1872 to 1885, were
as follows :
Fixed charges ;
interest, rentals,
sinking funds.
etc.

Net income.

Dividends.

Surplus.

58 $ 4,949.832 75 65-39 $ 2,619,176 S3 $1,809,319 85 $ 899,856 98 $1,782,944 87 $ 498,692 95
710,536 74
932.645 00
S5
3,208,786 43 56.0c)
672,762 68 1,643,181 74
2,315,944 42
260,082 58
92
6.434.767 S2 56.41
4,970,458 10 2,133,605 44 2.S36.S52 66 2,576,770 08
52
6,513.512 39 55-93
5,131,805 13 2,045,323 13 3,068,482 00 2,661,089 25
425.393 75
415.594 52
03
6,430,122 59 54-53
5,361,238 44 2,260,128 33 3,101,110 ii 2,685,555 59
144,941 41
85
6,868,545 32 56.76
5,189,249 53 2,295,242 75 2,894,006 78 2,749,065 37
381,015 99
54
5.373.140 60 2,512,409 95 2,860,730 65 2,479,714 66
7,178,313 94 58-33
46
7.871,915 15 51.00
6,247,750 31 2,534,979 97 3,712,770 34 2,212,827 04 1,499,940 30
72
7,557,°67 23 49.40
7,260,03s 49 2,520,523 77 4,739.5M 72 3,081,985 17 1,657,529 55
59
9.804.493 74 47.80 10,687,552 85 4,049,10s 79 6,638,442 Of) 4,366,063 89 2,272,380 17
35 11,066,514 70 51.80 10,257,635 65 4,428,367 62 5,829,268 03 4,349,286 54 1.479.98 1 49
70 11,283,963 00 52.40 10,719,340 70 4,664,003 20 6.055,337 50 5,023,599 24 1,031,738 26
34 13.496.477 69 51.70 12,938,071 65 4,883,940 87 8,054,130 78 5,566,484 20 2,487,646 58
98 14,0c/), 746 34
H.959.635 64 5,380,950 10 6,578,685 48 5,666,580 00 1,011,105 48

• For the fiscal year ending April 30, 1872.
t Only the eight months between May 1, 1872* and January 1, 1873, are covered, owing to a change in the limit of the fiscal year.
14
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J. L. LATHROP, general auditor of the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy Railroad, was born at Wilhraham, Mass. on July 4,
1819, the son of Joseph and Jane Maria (Lentner) Lathrop, of New
York, the family being well-known and of great antiquity in New
England. He attended the common schools of his native place
and remained at home until 1S33, when he made his initial entry
into commercial life by becoming clerk in a general country store,
where he continued for two years. He then engaged in other
stores, but in the same line of business, until about 183S, when he
took a trip to the South and remained in that section about three
years. He then went to South Hadley, Mass., and engaged in a
manufacturing establishment, where he stayed for four years, and
then came West for one winter, returning East afterward. Mr.
Lathrop then became an employe of the Connecticut-River Railroad
Company, this being his first railroad experience. After staying
there a short time, he entered a manufacturing establishment at
Mt. Savage, Md., and remained with that institution until its
financial collapse, after which Mr. Lathrop went to Boston, Mass.,
and continued there for some nine or ten years in various capaci
ties. He then went to New York and stayed for two years, and
afterward, in 1857, removed to Hannibal, Mo., as secretary and
treasurer of the Hannibal & St. Jo. Railroad Company, and occupied
that position until about 1873 ; and after that year remained
in the employment of that company, managing its landed inter
ests and transacting various financial enterprises in its behalf and
otherwise. In this connection it is germane to remark that during
Mr. Lathrop's life he has been prominently identified as manager in
many large and valuable fiduciary interests, and has been the agent
for others in developing some of the most valuable mines and min
ing interests in Missouri. He remained in Missouri until 1877,
and then, in 1S78, entered the employment of the Chicago, Bur
lington & Quincy Railroad as assistant general auditor under
George Tyson. Upon Mr. Tyson's death, in 1880, Mr. Lathrop
was appointed to the position lie holds at present. He was mar
ried in 1851 to Miss Ann S. Day, of South Hadley, Mass.; they
have the following children, —John L. Jr.. Lizzie Jane, Joseph,
Mary Ashley and George liartlett.
William Irving, general purchasing agent of the Chicago,
Burlington tS: Quincy Railroad Company, is a native of New York
City. After receiving a good education in Boston he decided to
come West, and, in the fall of 1864, located at Burlington. Iowa,
having accepted a position with the Burlington & Missouri road.
At first, clerk to the general superintendent, he afterward became
assistant general freight agent, and held important positions with
the Burlington & Missouri Railroad Company in Nebraska, being
general freight agent and subsequently general superintendent
thereof. When the latter line was consolidated with the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy road, in 1879, Mr. Irving resigned his posi
tion to accept the office of general purchasing agent ol the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, which position of trust and respon
sibility he still holds, being now at the head of the department
representing all the consolidated lines embraced in the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy system.
N. B. Hinckley, assistant general auditor of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, was born at Milton, Mass., on
February 2t, 1S43, and received his education at Milton Academy
at that place. He is the son of Thomas H. Hinckley, who is an
artist of some note at Milton. His early life, from eighteen years
of age until he was twenty-three, was spent at sea, part of the time
in the United States Navy during the War of the Rebellion. In
1866, he commenced his mercantile life with the house of Russell
& Co., in China, and remained with them until he accepted a posi
tion with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. He entered
the service of this corporation in September, 1879, as clerk to the
assistant general auditor, and was appointed to his present position
in the early part of 1880. He was made a Master Mason in Vic
toria Lodge, No 1026, A.F. & A.M., of Hong Kong, and held office
in the same and also in Zion Chapter, R.A.M., and Celestial En
campment, K.T., of Shanghai, China. On November 24, 1881,
he was married 10 Isabella Mack, of Belmont, Mass. They have
two children: Thomas Lesley, born August 20, 1882. and David
Mack, born December 13, 1883.
Charles M. Higginson, assistant auditor of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, was born in Chicago on July 11,
1840, and is the son of George M. and Anna E. (Tyng) Higginson.
George M. Higginson is one of the early settlers of this city, hav
ing located here about the year 1843, and has for a number of years
been identified with its real-estate interests. Charles received his
education at the Lawrence Scientific School, of Cambridge, Mass.,
entering there in 1865, and leaving in June, 1867. On August 10,
1867, he commenced his business career in the engineer department
of the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad, in Iowa, performing
office work during the winter of 1867-68. In the summer of 1868,
he did field-work on surveys for the road; and, in November, 1868,
he was transferred to the mechanical department of the same road,

in charge of the office and draughting for the consolidated road,
under George F. Chalender, superintendent of machinery. On
March 1, 1875, he left the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy and went
to l'eoria, III., as secretary and purchasing agent for A. L. Hop
kins, receiver of the Toledo, l'eoria »S: Warsaw Railwav, and there
remained until April 17, 1876, when he came to Chicago to accept
the appointment of purchasing agent of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, at Chicago. He retained that appointment until
March, 1879, when he was transferred to his present position as
assistant auditor, having, by virtue of that office, charge of operat
ing statistics and other special duties. He has held that position
uninterruptedly since. He was married on May 21, 1870, to Miss
Kate M. Nihen, of Burlington, Iowa; they have the following
children,—Annie T., George M. and Norton F.
Paul Morton, first assistant general freight agent of the Chi
cago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, was born at Detroit. Mich., in
1857, the son of J. Sterling and Caroline French (Joy) Morton.
When he was six months old his parents removed with him to Ne
braska City, anil in that State he procured a common school educa
tion, although the majority of his education he derived from actual
experience and contact with business men and commercial methods.
At fifteen years of age he became an office boy in the general offices
of the Burlington & Missouri, in Iowa, at Burlington, Iowa, and
remained there five months, after which he occupied the same posi
tion in the general freight offices of the Burlington & Missouri, in
Nebraska, at Plattsmouth, Neb. He was promoted clerk in that
office in 1873, and was then transferred to the general offices of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy here, arriving in this city in the lat
ter part of 1874. He was assigned a position in the general freight
office and remained therein until June 29, 187S, where he was made
assistant general freight agent, from which position he was ad
vanced to that of first assistant general freight agent in September,
1881. The fact of his having arisen from the position of office-boy
to that he at present occupies is more abundant evidence of his ca
pacity and business talent than any amount of eulogium. Mr. Mor
ton was married, in 1880, to Miss Lottie Goodridge, of Chicago.
They have two children,—Caroline and Donald.
G. H. Ross, second assistant general freight agent of the Chi
cago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, was born in 1853,
at Boston, Mass., the son of Samuel E. and Ruth (Hews) Ross.
He received his education in the common schools of Boston, and
when fifteen years old embarked on a sea-faring life, which he fol
lowed for about eighteen months. During this period he visited
South America, and ultimately arrived at San Francisco, Cal.,
where he commenced his varied experience in business upon terra
firma. As is the customary mode of those who visit that country
to make money, Mr. Ross first engaged in the warehouse business,
and then, allured to the gold-fields, became a miner and prospector.
His fortunes were diverse, but he eventually became convinced that
a steady business was more remunerative than the fitful fortunes of
a gold-hunter, and he again entered into commercial pursuits, lie,
after a while, returned eastward and entered the employment of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy as clerk in the local freight office at
Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he remained for eighteen months, and
being promoted to the position of cashier in that office. He was
then transferred to Burlington. Iowa, and was chief clerk, under
the administration of Thomas Miller, division freight agent; and,
in September, 1SS1, he was transferred to Chicago, where, in April.
1S82, he was appointed to his present position. From the brief re
sume of his wanderings it may be readily inferred that the life of
Mr. Ross has been replete with adventure and experiences, but
since his connection with the railroad business, he has found a
sphere for which he is especially fitted, and wherein his advance
ment proves his capacity.
James F. Morgan, superintendent of telegraph of the Chicagh, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, was born at Monongahela
City, I'enn., in 1852, the son of Andrew and Nancy W. (Collins)
Morgan. He received his education at the common schools of his
native place, and, when eighteen years of age, commenced the bat
tle of life by entering the employment of the Pacific & Atlanti
Telegraph Company as messenger. He remained with this corpor
ation one year and there learned the science of telegraphing and its
practical application, which enabled him, in 1871, to take a situa
tion as operator at Vinton, Iowa, on the line of the Burlington,
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, where he staid for eight
months. He was then two months with the Burlington & Missouri
River Railroad, in Iowa, at Red Oak, Iowa: after which, in 1S72,
he re-entered the service of the Pacific & Atlantic Telegraph Com
pany, at Burlington, Iowa, where he remained for one year. lie
then entered the employment of the Western Union Telegraph
Company at the same city and remained with them for two years,
afterward entering the service of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, and occupying the positions of operator and train dis
patcher until June 20, 1882, when he was promoted to his present
position. He is a member of the National Union Mutual Benefit

RAILROAD HISTORY.
Insurance Society. He was married, in 1879, to Miss Kate
Chapin, of Kirkwood, III. They have two children, —Bessie and
Olive.
Logan F. Moore, claim agent of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, was born at Nebraska City, Neb., on December
3, 1859, the son of James W. and Louisa E.'(Crubb) Moore. He
was educated at the common schools of Nebraska City, and after
ward at the Nebraska City College, from which institution he grad
uated in the class of 1876. He then came to Riverside, 111., in
1877, and entered the employment of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad at that place, and the following year went to
Orient, Iowa, as agent for that road, and remained there until
December, 1878, when he was transferred to Sidney, Iowa, as
agent. He staid there until June, 1879, w'hen he went to the divis
ion freight office at Burlington, Iowa, as clerk, and staid there
until December 12, 1879, when he came to Chicago and entered the
claim office. In April, 18S0, he was made loss and damage agent,
and, on June 13, 13S4, was appointed to his present position. He
was married in 1884, to Miss Lillian C. McCarthy, of New York.
CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC
RAILROAD.
A brief synopsis of the company's history prior to
187 1 will aid in securing a comprehensive view of its
subsequent growth and prosperity. The main line,
181)4 miles, was completed in 1854. During the same
year, the Peoria & Bureau Valley completed its line
from Bureau Junction, on the line of the Rock Island
road, to Peoria, 46^ miles, and the latter company
became lessee in perpetuity at an annual rental of
$125,000.
In 1852, the Mississippi & Missouri Railroad Com
pany was incorporated in Iowa, its line to run from
Davenport, by way of Des Moines, to Council Bluffs, on
the Missouri River. In 1854, an agreement was
entered into for the construction of a bridge across the
Mississippi, between Davenport and Rock Island, each
company to bear a portion of the expense, and each
guaranteeing the payment of the bonds issued by the
Bridge Company for this purpose. The Mississippi &
Missouri company soon became financially embarrassed,
and its portion of the guaranty was carried out by the
Chicago & Rock Island company. In 1866, the former
road was purchased, under foreclosure sale, by the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific company, of Iowa, a
corporation organized in the interest of the Chicago &
Rock Island company, of Illinois. On August 20,
1866, the two latter companies were consolidated. At
the time of the consolidation, the Iowa portion of the main
line extended only one hundred and thirty miles from
Davenport, to Kellogg Station, forty miles east of Des
Moines. The completion of this section of the road
was pressed rapidly forward, and in June, 1869, the en
tire main line, from Chicago to Council Bluffs, was
opened.
In addition to the road built from Davenport to Kel
logg Station, the old Mississippi & Missouri company
had, before the consolidation, built about fifty miles of
the Oskaloosa Branch, extending from Wilton, on the
main line, by way of Muscatine, to Washington, Iowa.
In 1872, the branch was extended to Sigourney, a dis
tance of twenty-eight and one-fourth miles; in 1875,
from Sigourney to Oskaloosa, twenty-five miles ; in
1876, to Knoxville, twenty-four and three-fourths miles;
making the entire length of the Oskaloosa Branch, one
hundred and twenty-eight miles.
In 1869, the Chicago & Southwestern company, a
corporation formed under the laws of Iowa and Mis
souri, commenced the construction of a road from Wash
ington, on the Oskaloosa branch, to a point in Missouri
on the Missouri River, nearly opposite Leavenworth,
Kas. In order to raise money for its construction,
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overtures were made to the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific company, and on October 1, 1869, an arrangement
was entered into between the two companies, whereby
the former agreed to guaranty Chicago & Southwestern
first mortgage bonds to the amount of $5,000,000. The
mortgage contained a proviso that if the former com
pany should be required to pay either principal or inter
est of the bonds, it should be subrogated to the rights
of the original holders, and be entitled to demand a
foreclosure. As the line was constructed, it was turned
over to the Chicago & Rock Island company for oper
ation on account of the Southwestern company. The
main line, two hundred and sixty-nine miles, was com
pleted in 1 87 1. While it was being built the South
western company, in order to secure funds for the con
struction of a bn.nch to a point on the Missouri River
opposite Atchison, Kas., issued bonds for $1,000,000.
These bonds were secured by a mortgage which was
declared to be a first lien on the branch and a second
lien upon the main line. No guarantee of these bonds,
either direct or indirect, was given by the Rock Island
company. On the completion of the branch, the South
western company ceased to pay interest on either class
of bonds. Provision for the payment of interest cou
pons on the bonds secured by the mortgage on the
main line was made by the Chicago & Rock Island
company, which continued to operate the road on
account of the Chicago & Southwestern. Being unable
to make satisfactory permanent arrangements, the former
company, in 1874, instituted foreclosure proceedings.
A number of the Atchison Branch bondholders inter
vened, and resisted the application, alleging a guarantee
by the Chicago & Rock Island company of the bonds
held by them. After litigation extending over three
years, the United States Supreme Court, in 1877, con
firmed the judgment previously entered by the Circuit
Court, exonerating the company from any liability on
account of the Atchison Branch bonds and ordering a
foreclosure and sale of the main line, free from all lien
under the Atchison Branch mortgage.
In 1871, the Des Moines, Indianola & Missouri
Railroad Company commenced the construction of a line
from Des Moines to Indianola, a distance of twenty-two
miles. The Chicago & Rock Island company became
the owner of its bonds, and operated the road, as com
pleted. Foreclosure proceedings were commenced in
1876.
In 1872, the Des Moines, Winterset & Southwestern
Railway began the construction of a branch from Sum
merset, on that road, to Winterset, twenty-six miles.
The bonds having become the property of the Chicago,
Rock Island & Pacific company, for advances made, the
mortgage was foreclosed and a decree of sale entered
in the spring of 1877.
The losses of the company in the fire of 1871, in
cluded the passenger depot (owned jointly by the Rock
Island and Lake Shore companies), the general offices,
the freight depot and a quantity of rolling-stock. The
direct pecuniary damage resulting was $300,000, of
which $45,439.60 was recovered from insurers. The
work of re-building the passenger depot, on a larger
and better plan, was commenced in 1872.
The Mississippi River bridge, work on which had
been begun in 1869, was opened in 1874.
In 1874, a corporation known as the Calumet &
Chicago Canal & Dock Company, having graded a road
from a point on the Rock Island road, about ten miles
from the city, to the harbor, at the mouth of the Calu
met River, six and one-half miles in length, proposed to
the Chicago & Rock Island company to convey it to
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that corporation, with right-of-way, provided the latter
would lay the track and complete and operate the road.
The offer was accepted, and, during the year, the track
was laid.
During the fiscal year 1876, the Oskaloosa Branch
was completed by the construction of twenty-four and
three-quarter miles of track from Sigourney to Oska
loosa. This branch runs from Wilton, twenty-five miles
west of the Mississippi River, south to Muscatine,
thence westerly to Oskaloosa, a distance of one hundred
and three miles. An addition of nearly three miles of
track was also made on the South Chicago Branch.
The most important event in the history of the com
pany during the fiscal year 1876-77, was the formation,
in August, 1876, of the Iowa Southern & Missouri
Northern Railroad Company—duly incorporated, with
full power to purchase the main line of the Chicago &
Southwestern, the Des Moines, Indianola & Missouri,
and the Des Moines, Winterset & Southwestern railways.
In September, 1876, the Southwestern company con
veyed to the new corporation its main line, subject to
the rights of the holders of outstanding bonds. On
November 1, a sale of the entire property was made
under a decree of foreclosure, and the Iowa Southern &
Missouri Northern company became the purchaser. The
new corporation likewise purchased of the Des Moines,
Indianola & Missouri Railroad Company, its road, ex
tending from Des Moines to Indianola, and also com
pleted arrangements for the purchase of the Des Moines,
Winterset & Southwestern Railroad.
The property at this time owned, leased or controlled
by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, was —
Miles.
Chicago to Council Bluffs (main line)
500}4
Peoria & Bureau Valley Railroad (branch)
46^
Oskaloosa Branch
.
128
Indianola & Winterset Branch
48
South Chicago Branch.
9
Chicago & Southwestern, including Kort Leaven
worth Railroad
271
Total
1.003
A serious accident, by which eighteen lives were
lost and thirty-five persons were seriously injured,
occurred during the fiscal year 1877-78, near Altoona,
Iowa. The disaster was caused by the washing out of
a twelve-foot arch culvert, in consequence of which a
train was precipitated into the stream below, which had
been swollen by a sudden and violent storm. This
accident, with others of less importance, demonstrated
the necessity of still further improvement in the road
bed and track, in order to bring it up to a standard of
excellence which should insure the highest degree of
safety and economy in operating, and the management
at once resolved upon making the necessary outlay.
During the fiscal year 1878-79, a scheme was suc
cessfully carried out, by which the interest on the com
pany's bonded debt was reduced from seven to six per
cent. The annual saving of interest from this source
was $90,000, the bonded debt remaining the same.
In 1878, two branch roads, known as the Audubon
and Harlan branches were opened, being respectively
twenty-five and thirteen miles in length, and running
to the centers of Audubon and Hardin counties, Iowa.
In the early part of 1878, the company received pro
posals looking to a lease of the Keokuk & Des Moines
Railway (one hundred and sixty-two miles), running be
tween the points named. The line had been a formida
ble competitor of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific,
and the proposition was accepted. The lease of this
road and the building of the branches in Iowa increased

the total number of miles of road owned and controlled
by the company to 1,231.
In December, 1879, an arrangement was effected
with the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad Company,
whereby, for a period of twenty-five years, the Chicago
& Rock Island trains were allowed to run from
Cameron to Kansas City, over the track of the former
road, and to use, jointly with the Hannibal & St. Joseph
Railway, the tracks, freight depot, and other facilities
of the latter at Kansas City. An agreement was also
made with the Union Passenger Depot Company,
whereby the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific company
were accorded, on equal terms, the same rights and
privileges in the Union Passenger Depot at Kansas
City as were enjoyed by eight other companies whose
trains ran to that point. An equitable traffic contract
was also made with the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad
Company, to transport passengers and freight of the
Rock Island company between Cameron and Kansas
City. Under these agreements, trains began running
between the last named point and Chicago, over the
Rock Island route, on January 5, 1880.
The decided advantage to the company of this
arrangement was shown by a notable increase in earn
ings ; the gain in gross earnings for the fiscal year end
ing March 31, 1880, over the preceding twelve months
being $1,651,829.05, and in net earnings, $935,155.43.
The policy of extending the road in Iowa by the
opening of branches was not abandoned in 1880. The
construction of three such branches, averaging fifteen
miles each, was commenced during the year, and com
pleted in December, as well as a short branch, two and
one-half miles in length, extending from a point on the
Keokuk & Des Moines Division to Keosauqua.
On January 1, 1880, the company sold and trans
ferred to the Pullman's Palace Car Company one-half
interest in the control and management of their line of
sleeping and parlor coaches; the Pullman Company
paying one-half the appraised valuation of the equip
ment and one-half the net receipts, besides withdrawing
all claims arising out of alleged infringements of patents.
The sales of land during the year demonstrated the
wisdom of the company's policy of opening up territory
to actual settlement by the construction of branch lines.
On March 31, 1880, only about 185,000 acres remained
unsold, and the Land Commissioner, in his report for
the year, expressed his conviction that the result of an
other good crop would be the sale of the greater part
of the desirable lands.
On June 2, 1880, the Chicago, Rock Island & Pa
cific Railroad Company was consolidated, by vote of the
stockholders, with other railroad companies owning or
leasing lines in Iowa and Missouri, and became the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway Company. At
date of consolidation, the new company became the
owner of 1,038 miles of railway, and operated, under
lease, 273 miles, making a total of 1,311 miles. Subse
quent to that date and during the year 42.6 miles of
branch lines were built, as has been already stated.
The large increase in traffic to and from the South
west, which resulted from obtaining an entrance into
Kansas City, convinced the directory of the expediency
of constructing a line from Davenport to Muscatine,
along the western bank of the Mississippi. Surveys
were made and work begun in August, 1880, and on
November 6, 1881, the new branch (26^4 miles in length )
was opened for traffic. Its construction reduced the
time of the southwestern trains, while at the same time,
by forming a connecting link, it practically completed a
second line between Davenport and Des Moines. The
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total mileage of road operated by the company was
thus increased to 1,381 miles.
The history of the two succeeding years presents no
items of special interest. A steady reduction in freight
rates and a general depression in business caused a re

duction in earnings. The demand for the company's
lands still continued, the average price received per
acre being $9.63 in 1884 and $10.91 in 1885, and the
number of acres unsold, to which title was believed to be
perfect, on March 31 of the latter year was only 18,652.

The financial operations of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, during the years 1872 to 1885, in
clusive, were as follows:
OPERATING EXPENSES AND
TAXES.
Year ending April I.

Gross earnings.
Amount.

1872.'.
1873
1874
1875
1S76
1877
I8781879
iSSo
I88l
1882
18S3
1884
I885

----

S 6,121,797
6,657,050
7,133,573
7,399,613
7,366,902
6,917,656
7,895,870
9,409,833
ir,061,662
11,956,907
13,266,643
12,189,902
12,535,514
12,206,911

Fixed charges ;
sinking fund, in
terest, rentals,
etc.

Net earnings.
Per
cent.

Net income.

Dividends.

Surplus.

Si, 439. 7o8 $ 997,652 13
99 $2,950,266 86 4S.I9 $3,171,535 13 $ 734,175 OO $2,437,360
67 3,517,783 49 54.80 3,139,267 IS
746,670 OO 1.392,597 lS 1,519,944
872,653 18
99 3,876,889 26 55.00 3,256,684 73
754,125 00 2.502,559 73 1,659,172
843,387 73
34 3,856,329 61 52.12 3.543.283 75
755,000 OO 2,788,283 7? 1,678,384 1,109,899 73
78 3,655,101 34 49-78 3.7",74i -14
820,276 62 2,891,464
1,678,384 1,213,080 82
62 3,533,194 08 51.07 3,384,462 54
855,000 00 2,529,462 54 2,097,980
431,482 54
26 4.384.514 00 55-53 3.5". 356 26 1,137,325 00 2,374,031 26 1,678,384
695,647 26
41 5,079,S72 49 53-99 4,329,960 92 1,133,580 00 3,196,380 92 1,997,080 1,199,300 92
46 5,796,546 1 1 52.40 5,265,116 35 1,213,147 37 4,051,968 OS 2,097,990 1,953,978 98
64 6,630,155 16 55-45 5,326,752 4* 1,271,826 96 4.054,925 52 2,727,387 1,327,538 52
10 7,332,862 57 55-20 5.933./8o 53 1,402,910 66 4.530,869 77 2,937,186 1,593,683 87
Si 7,109,816 38 58.33 5,080,086 43 1,401,958 14 3,678,128 29 2,937, 1S6
740,942 29
65 7,298,002 1 1 58.10 5.237.512 54 1,481,255 71 3,756,256 83 2,937,186
819,070 83
05 7,160,324 48 58.65 5,046,586 57 1,592,215 34 3,454,371 23 2,937,186
517,185 23

The number of tons of paying freight carried, and the revenue received therefrom, by the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific Railway, from 1872 to 1885, inclusive, were as follows:

Vear ending April i.

IS73
1874
1875
1876.
1877
1878
'879
1881
1882
1S83
1884
1885

Total number of
tons of paying
freight carried.

Tons of paying
freight carried
one mile.

1,014,348
1,286,966
1.319,383
1,717,727
1,640,001
1,651,409
1,768,119
2,081,270
2,966,765
3,376,260
3,754,532
3,454,888
3,618,142
3,980,532

168,764,689
219,394,094
249,523,401
287,913,575
267,511,380
276,199,164
357,259,086
484,610,209
064,861,579
712,383,129
756,051,981
677,731.319
734,601,380
780,044,261

Rate
Profit
Cost
per ton per ton per ton
per mile. per mile. per mile.

Revenue.

$4,213,371
4,597,986
5,003,001
5,222,412
5,121,556
4,708,146
5,575,733
6,929,925
8,035,165
8,690,480
9,687,097
7,928,326
8,056,315
S, 144,142

65
OI
07
24
64
22
43
99
29
07
13
50
74
37 •

Cents.
2-43
2.29
2.07
I.92
I.gl
1. 71
I.56
1-43
1. 21
1.22
1.28
1.70
1. 10
1.04

Cents.
i-73
i-45
1.30
1. 12
1.05
1.05
1.01
.89
.89
•79
.81
.85
.82
• 77

Cents.
.70
.84
•77
.80
.86
.66
■55
■54
•32
•43
•47
•85
28
.27

The number of passengers carried by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, and the revenue therefrom,
from 1872 to 1885, inclusive, were as follows:
Year ending April i.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
I88l
1882
1883
1884
1885

Whole number of
passengers carried.

Passengers carried
one mile.

708,443
956,734
1,088,906
1,245,240
1,406,433
',455,366
1.552.559
1,500,960
1,005,418
2,085,605
2,638,25s
2,784,722
2,813,327
2,848,000

38,580,595
42,382,171
49,186,817
54,804,212
59,393,515
60,634,585
62.09S.473
62.811,574
82,610,900
93.769,305
113,894,522
133.134,280
128,819,160
122,618,235

Revenue.
$1,394,140
1,521,790
I,639i570
1,677,460
1,763,900
1,772.513
1,846,653
1,868,027
2,318,452
2,500,135
2,853,331
3,333,069
3.3IJ.448
3,023,884

12
14
62
76
58
46
62
71
20
22
IS
30
59
24

Average dis Average rate Average cost
Average
per mile
per mile
amount paid tance traveled
per passenger. per passenger per passenger. per passenger.
Cents.
Miles.
Cents.
3.62
1.42
55-1
3.60
1-45
44-3
3-29
1 30
45-2
Si 53
3.06
1. 12
1 35
44
2.97
1.05
1 25
42
2.92
46
1.05
1 22
1. 01
1 17
40
2-97
2-97
.89
1 24
42
2.8l
.89
1 22
44
2.67
•79
1 20
45
2-51
.81
1 08
43
2.50
■85
4S
1 19
46
.82
1 18
2-57
1 06
2.46
■ 77
43
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Rhuel Hampton* Chamberlin, superintendent of the Illi
nois Division of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, was
born in Mendom, Morris Co., X. J., in 1826, the son of Benjamin
C. and Mehitabel ( Matlock) Chamberlin. When quite young he
was taken by his parents to Milton, Penn., where they remained
about two years, and then removed to Pottsville, in the same State,
and from thence to Carlisle, Penn., where they stayed about three
years. Then the family moved to Lancaster, I'enn., where young
Chamberlin attended the common schools for four years, after
which he was at a boarding-school at Litiz, Penn., where he aMso
attended school under the tuition of Mr. Beck, about one year and
a half. Then the family moved to Philadelphia, where his father
kept the Third-street Hall, the firm of proprietors being Chamberlin
Jv. Buck. There Mr. Chamberlin remained for six years, and, at
the age of sixteen, was apprenticed to Robert Brewer in the chairmaking business, to remain thereat until he attained his majority.
But when he had been two years serving his time his parents moved
to New York City, and young Chamberlin, being badly treated and
receiving but $25 .1 year for his hard work, got homesick and ran
away to rejoin his parents. His employer followed him, and, after
some negotiation, his father and Sir. Brewer exchanged inden
tures, and thus young Chamberlin gained his freedom, lie then
went under instructions to William Walling and finished his trade,
after which, being twenty-one years old, he went as assistant fore
man to Mr. Ingersoll, who gained some celebrity in the Tweed diffi
culty, and, after staying there some little time, he went to Troy,
N. V., and worked for Warren L. Adams. Being in ill-health,
however, he removed to New York, and, after his recuperation, he
returned to Troy. I le then made chairs on an extensive scale and
sold them to the trade for about eight months; after which he made
a contract with Burge & Brother, who were proprietors of a chair
factory on Adams Street, and remained there until that factory was
burned down, alxmt two years later. He then went to New York
City and engaged in the chair business, in which he failed, but paid
all his debts in full, owing no one at the time of shutting down his
factory. He then accepted an offer made by Burge iV Brother, who
had re-built their factory, and worked for them at Troy for some
time; but a better offer being made by Taylor, Seymour & Co., he
left the former firm and went to work for the latter at West Troy.
From there Mr. Chamberlin went to New York City, and was con
ductor on the Third-avenue City Railway Company's line, when it
first opened. He stayed there for three years, and was on the
Delaware Division of the New York & Erie Railroad as head brakeman, under Superintendent Hugh Kiddle, where he remained for
one year. He then, for about four years, was conductor on extra
freight trains, after which he was conductor on passenger train
until 1873. In that year, he went to the New York, Oswego iV
Midland Railroad, and remained until June, 1S74, when he engaged
in the hotel business at Ellenville, Ulster Co., N. Y. He sold
out his business in September, 1874, and left thereon November 12,
1S74, to come to Chicago, arriving here on the sixteenth of that
month, anil taking the position of conductor on a passenger train
on the Illinois Division of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Rail
way on Friday, December t8, 1S74. On January I, 1878, he was
appointed to the position he at present holds, and which he has
uninterruptedly occupied since that date. Mr. Chamberlin is a
member of Mystic Star Lodge, No. 758, A.F. &A.M.; a charter
meml>er of Delta Chapter, No. 191, R. A.M., and Delaware Commandery. No. 44, K.T., of Port Jervis, Orange Co., N. Y.
JOHN F. PHILLIPS, cashier of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railway Company, was born in Brattleborough, Vt., on
July 14, 1837. He received his early education in the common
schools of his native town, and in Massachusetts, whither his family
removed while he was a lad. In i860, Mr. Phillips came West,
and located in Chicago, where he has ever since resided, and has al
ways been connected with the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
Railway Company. He first held a position as clerk in the pur
chasing agent's office, and was afterward transferred to a similar
position in the paymaster's office. In 1867, he was promoted to the
office of paymaster, which he held until July 1, 1SS5, when he was
appointed to his present position, that of cashier. Mr. Phillips was
married, in 1857, to Miss Bessie Webster, of Chicago, and their
residence is in Hyde Park. They have three children, — Lottie, Rob
ert, and F^arnest. Mr. Phillips has long l>een a member of the
Masonic order, and now belongs to Apollo Commandery, K.T , and
Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32".
Barclay William Pkkkins, private secretary to the president
of the Chicago it Rock Island Railway, was born in London, Eng
land, in 1855, the son of Charles and Susan (Beard) Perkins. He
was educated at Thanet College, Margate, FCngland, a collegiate
institution which is maintained under the direct auspices of Oxford
University. In 1871, Mr. Perkins entered into business life as
a clerk in the establishment that publishes The Ironmonger, a London
trade-journal, and whose habitat was on Cannon Street. After re
maining with this firm some little time, he entered the employment

of Richards, Powers & Co., of l'enchurch Street, London, extensive
miners and shippers of coal. In 1S73, Mr. Perkins came to the
United States and Chicago, and here entered the real-estate office of
Belden F. Culver, with whom he remained until 1S74, and sub
sequently with various other firms until 1878. when he entered the
employment of the Rock Island road. His first position in the
general offices of that road was in the law department, where he re
mained until 1882, when he received his present appointment. Mr.
Perkins was married, in September. 1S84 to Miss Mattie Hutchins,
of Chicago.
GEORGE L. Rhodes was appointed city passenger agent of the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, on October 1, 1880. He
was born in Madison County, N. Y., on September 24, 1844, the
son of Oeorge M. and Chloe A. (Dibble) Rhodes. He was reared
on his father's farm and received his education in the common
schools and at Madison University, remaining at home until he
was twenty-three years old. He then determined on trying his for
tune in the Western country, and came to Chicago in 1867, and
immediately perceived that there was money in the cattle business.
He went to Indiana and remained there about two years, buying
stock and shipping it to this city. But he desired to sec some of
the farther Western country, and estimating that if he had been
fairly successful in Indiana, he could be more fortunate in Missouri,
and, accordingly, he went to Kansas City and entered the real-estate
business in partnership with Dr. M. M. .Munford, remaining in
that business association for two years. On the dissolution of the
partnership, Mr. Rhodes returned to Chicago, reaching here just
after the great fire ; and Dr. Munford entered the journalistic field,
wherein he has since become celebrated. After his return here,
Mr. Rhodes occupied various positions, among others that of
excursion agent for the Rock Island road ; in the fuitherance of his
duties therein he made many trips to Denver with emigrants, set
tlers, and excursionists. He occupied this position until 1878,
when he went to Cleveland as joint agent for the Land and Passen
ger Department of the Union Pacific Railroad, which position he
resigned to accept the one he at present occupies, and which he
certainly is eminently qualified to fill. Keen, genial, decisive and
courteous, Mr. Rhodes not alone daily demonstrates his efficiency
as a passenger agent but also makes personal friends of those with
whom he comes into official relations. He is a man of go<xl pres
ence and tine appearance, and in his personal life a noble, wholesouled gentleman. He is a member of Waubansia Lodge, No.
160, A.F. & A.M. He was married, on August 23, 1866, to Miss
Annie Sampsel, of Hartford, Conn., who, with her husband, dis
penses informal and homelike hospitality at their elegant home. No.
220 Dearborn Avenue. There is the center of Mr. Rhodes' life;
his home is the
" central point from which he measures every distance
Through Ihe gateways of the world around him."
CHICAGO,

MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL
KAILWAY.

The connecting line of this road between the cities
of Chicago and Milwaukee was constructed in 1873.
The policy of the management has since been one of
extension.
In May, 1878, the company purchased the greater
part of the stock and lands of the Dubuque & South
western Railroad, in Iowa, extending from Farley, a
point on the Illinois Central Railway twenty-three miles
west of Dubuque, in a southwesterly direction for fifty
miles, to Cedar Rapids. During the same year the com
pany availed itself of an opportunity to secure the en
tire remainder of the first mortgage bonds of the Madi
son & Portage Railroad Company, a portion of which
issue had been purchased in 1871. In the latter year,
the line had just been completed from Madison to Port
age City, and formed a connecting link between the
LaCrosse and Prairie du Chien divisions of the Chi
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul road, about midway be
tween Milwaukee and the Mississippi River. The road
was in possession of and operated by the Milwaukee &
St. Paul Company from the date of its completion.
Foreclosure proceedings upon the first mortgage bonds
were instituted in 1878, and in 1S80 the line became
the property of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
company.
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The Minnesota Midland Railway Company was or
ganized in 1877, to construct a narrow-gauge railway
from Wabasha, on the River Division of the Milwaukee
& St. Paul line, westerly across the State of Minnesota;
and in May, 1878, sixty miles of the Midland road were
completed, extending from Wabasha to Zumbrota.
The control of the road being deemed important, the
purchase was made. The operation was under a contract
of lease, although the securities were almost entirely
owned by the lessee.
The Viroqua Railway Company was organized dur
ing 1878, to construct a railway from Sparta, on the
line of the LaCrosse Division, southwesterly to Viroqua,
Wis., thirty-two miles, and municipal aid to the amount
of $50,000 was furnished. Ten miles of the road were
constructed and operated in 1878 ; the remainder was
completed in 1879 ; and in 1880 the road was transfer
red to and became a part of the line owned by the Chi
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul company.
Besides the purchases above recited, an extension of
one hundred miles was made under authority granted
by the Iowa Legislature, conferring upon the company
the land grant applicable to the construction of a road
from Algona to a junction with the Sioux City & St.
Paul Railroad, a distance of about eighty-five miles, on
condition that the road should be completed by January
i, 1880. The grant was accepted and the road completed
within the year, with fifteen miles in addition, which
took the line to within twenty miles of the east line of
Dakota Territory. The land grant thus earned by the
company embraced 200,000 acres in Northwestern Iowa.
In 1879, the Oshkosh & Mississippi Railroad, twenty
miles long, was leased, —the securities, however, as in
the case of the Minnesota Midland, being mainly owned
by the lessee.
During 1880, the following roads were purchased :
Miles.
Hastings & Dakota Extension (from Glencoe to Ortonville)
128
Southern Minnesota Railway (from LaCrosse, Wis., to
Klandreau, Dak., with branch to Mankato)
347
Chicago, Clinton, Dubuque & Minnesota Railroad (from
LaCrescent, Minn., to a point below Sabula Iowa, with
four branches, running westerly)
_.
324
Wisconsin Valley Railroad (from Tomah, Wis., northerly to
Merrill, on the Wisconsin River)
109
Mineral Point Railroad (from Mineral Point, Wis., to War
ren, on the Illinois Central road, with branch from Cala
mine to Platteville)
_
51
Pine River Valley & Stevens Point Railroad (from Lone
Rock, on the Prairie du Chien Division, northwesterly)..
16
Chicago & Pacific Railway (westerly from Chicago to Byron,
on the Rock River, by way of Elgin)
89
Sioux City & Dakota Railroad (from Sioux City, Iowa, to
Yankton, Dak., with branch from Elk Point to Sioux
Kalis)
131
1. 105
In addition to the purchase of the lines above men
tioned, the mileage of the road was increased by the
construction of 349 miles of branches and extensions,
distributed among the States crossed, as follows: In
Illinois, 29 miles; in Wisconsin, 21 miles; in Minne
sota, 36 miles; in Iowa, 42 miles; in Dakota, 221 miles.
The purchase of the Chicago & Pacific Railway gave
the company with the construction of twenty-six miles
of additional road) a direct route from Chicago to the
Mississippi River at Savanna, and thence to Marion and
Cedar Rapids.
By the purchase of the Chicago, Clinton, Dubuque
& Minnesota Railroad, the Milwaukee & St. Paul se
cured a continuous line along the Mississippi River from
Minneapolis to Rock Island and Davenport, as well as
a short route between Chicago and Dubuque.
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In connection with the purchase of the Southern Min
nesota road, the company became the owner of 315,000
acres of excellent farming land along the line acquired.
A land grant of 1 20,000 acres from the General Govern
ment was also secured by the completion of one of the
extensions of the road. Through a settlement made
with the McGregor & Missouri River Railroad, 130,000
acres in addition were obtained. For the management
and disposal of the lands thus obtained, a Land De
partment was organized in 1880.
In 1881, an aggregate extension of road amounting
to 442 miles was made which, added to the 3,775 miles
previously owned by the company, made it the owner of
4,217 miles of completed railway. The most note
worthy of the year's extensions was the building of 198
miles on the Chicago & Pacific Western Division, ex
tending from Marion to within sixty-four miles of Coun
cil Bluffs. During 1882, the road was completed to the
latter city, making a continuous line between that point
and Chicago, 498 miles in length, and opening a con
nection with the Union Pacific and other railroads at
the Missouri River. The entire increase in mileage
during 1882 was 303 miles, making a total of 4,520
miles of complete railway owned by the company.
In 1883, extensions aggregating 240 miles were made,
of which 146 miles were in Dakota, 50 miles in Iowa,
and 44 miles in Wisconsin. These additions made the
total mileage of the road at the close of the year 4,760
miles, to which 44 miles were added in 1884.
In 1880, besides adding largely to its grounds for
yard and depot purposes in Chicago, the company se
cured, in its own right, suitable facilities for the storage
of grain.
In 1880 was expended on new viaducts in Chicago, $40,30.78;
in 1881, $22,248.15; in 18S2, $26,380.82; in 1883, 1,166.20; in
18S4, $4,641.12.
Kor real estate in Chicago was expended, in 1881, $422,089.37;
in 18S2, $138,709.07; in 1883, $4,ooS.yi; in 1884, $228,522.40.
For buildings was expended in Chicago, in 1882, $59,711.30;
in 1S83, $42,160.03; in 18S4, £1,953. 62.
In 1881, the board of directors, deeming it of im
portance to secure a cheap and reliable supply of fuel,
purchased three thousand acres of coal lands at Braceville, sixty-one miles southwest from Chicago, at a cost
of $293,000; and two thousand acres of coal lands near
Oskaloosa, Iowa, at a cost, including improvements,
of $210,000.
George O. Clinton, division superintendent of the Chicago,
Milwaukee .S: St. Paul Railway, has had a most varied experience
among 'he railroads of the West, and has held positions in nearly
every capacity from brakeman to a director. An experience of
thirty years necessarily gives to a man an absolute knowledge of the
duties and responsibilities in railroad life. Mr. Clinton first entered
the railroad service, in 1857, as brakeman on the Milwaukee &
Prairie du Chien Railroad. He remained in that position for a
year and was then made baggage-master, and subsequently promoted
to a freight conductorship. He acted in the latter capacity until
1861, the breaking out of the War determining his future pursuit.
When the call for men was made, Mr. Clinton, as lieutenant and
adjutant, went to the front with the 1st Wisconsin Cavalry. He
served three years, and during that time was commissioned as cap
tain of Co. " B," 1st Wisconsin Cavalry. When Captain Clinton
was mustered out (18(16), he went to Iowa and commenced buying
grain. He also took a contract for grading and construction on the
McGregor & Western Railroad, now the Iowa and Minnesota
Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul road. In 1S67, he
went to Kansas anil took a contract for grading fifteen miles of road
on the Kansas Pacific line, which was afterward merged into the
Union Pacific Railroad. When this work was completed he
returned to Wisconsin, located at Ft. Howard, and became identi
fied with the lumber trade. He remained there until 1870, and then
became a director of the Madison & Portage Railroad, and superin
tended the construction of that road, which was built between the
cities above named. The Sugar River Valley Railroad Company was
authorized, in 1861, to build a railroad from Madison to Portage City.
It graded about twenty miles of the road and secured the right-of
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way for about thirty of the thirty-nine miles. This company became
insolvent, and, in 1870, Mr. Clinton, James Campbell and others,
became the purchasers, organized a company, and, in 1871, com
pleted and leased it to the Milwaukee & St. Paul company, by
whom it is at present operated, Mr. Clinton remained in connec
tion with the Madison & Portage company until 1S77, and then
took a position as freight conductor on the Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul line. He commenced work where he had left off years be
fore, but having a strong will and determination to overcome adver
sity, went to work to regain his former position. He was employed
for three weeks as freight conductor and was then made a yard mas
ter at Milwaukee. He remained with that road until August, 1880,
and on September 1 of that year, having been tendered the position of
local freight agent of the Wabash line in Chicago, came here to take
that office. He held it until the following October, and then went to
St. Louis as superintendent of the St. Louis Bridge & Union Depot
Company. In June, 1882, he was appointed superintendent of the
Rio Grande Division of the Texas Pacific Railroad, and remained
therv' until September I, 1S83, when he received the appointment of
superintendent of the Chicago Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul Railway, and also of superintendent of the Council Bluffs
Division, in Illinois, of the same line, which runs from Chicago to
Savannah, 111. Mr. Clinton is also superintendent of the Chicago &
Evanston Railway, which is an auxiliary of, and operated by,
the Milwaukee & St. Paul road. Mr. Clinton was married at
Albany, Green Co., Wis., to Miss Charlotte Campbell, daughter of
James Campbell, on November 6, i860. They have three children,
the eldest of whom is Charles A. Clinton, who is now baggage-mas
ter on the Chicago & Evanston Railroad. Their other children are
Edith L. and James C.
William W. Collins, assistant superintendent of the Chicago
& Milwaukee Division and the Council Bluffs Division, in Illinois,
of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, and in the same
capacity connected with the Chicago & Evanston Railway, was born
at Oconomowoc, Wis., on July 23, 1853. Mr. Collins attended the
schools in his native town until he was fifteen years old, and then
took a position as messenger boy in the telegraph office at Ocono
mowoc. While thus employed he studied telegraphy, and, in 1869,
he took the position of night operator in the same office. He re
mained there for two years and, from 1871 to 1873, he was engaged
in a similar capacity on the Northern Pacific line. In the latter
year he went back to the Milwaukee & St. Paul road and continued
as operator until 1876, when he was gratified with the appointment
of assistant train dispatcher on the Chicago & Prairie du Chien Di
vision of the same road. He held that until 1881, when he was
made chief dispatcher of the Chicago Jt Milwaukee Division. On
May 1, 1885, he received the appointment of assistant superintendent
on the Division first named in this sketch. Mr. Collins is a young
man, but by persistent application to his work has steadily won the
approbation of officers and, by his genial, courteous manners the
friendship of his associates. Mr. Collins was married on February
19, 1875, to Miss Jeanie Smith, of Oconomowoc, Wis. They have
three children, Madge W., Sumner H. and Vera B.
C. L. Rising, commercial agent of the Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul Railway, was born on July 4, 1841, in Jefferson County,
N. Y. He moved, at the age of four years, to Winlield, Herkimer
Co., N. Y., where he remained until 1859, devoting time alternately
to working on farm and attending school. From 1859 to 1S61, he
was located at Trenton, N. J.; from 1861 to 1S63, he was in the
service of the United States Government, at Philadelphia. In the
spring of 1863, he decided to visit the West, and connected himself
with the Chicago & Alton Railroad, where he remained until 1874
in various positions as clerk and assistant local agent. He severed
his connection with that company in March, 1874, to accept the
position of general agent of the Hinckley lines, where he remained
until 1879, at which time he was appointed purchasing and disburs
ing agent of the Chicago & Strawn Railway. Upon the completion
of that road and its consolidation with the Wabash, St. Louis &
Pacific Railway, he was appointed general agent of that company,
remaining in that capacity until 1883, when he resigned to occupy
the position of commercial agent of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Railway.
LAKE SHORE & MICHIGAN SOUTHERN
RAILWAY.
This company was formed by the consolidation of
the following roads :
Buffalo & State Line Railroad, from Buffalo to
the Pennsylvania State line
68 miles.
Erie & North-East Railroad, from the Pennsyl
vania State line to Erie, Penn..
20 "
A consolidation of these two roads, under the name of the
Buffalo & Erie Railroad Company, was effected in 1867.

Cleveland, Painesville & Ashtabula Railroad,
from Erie, Penn., to Cleveland, Ohio., 96 miles.
Cleveland & Toledo Railroad, from Cleveland
to Toledo
113
With a branch, or Northern Division, from
Elyria to Milbury, via Sandusky
76% "
These two roads were consolidated, under the name of the
Lake Shore Railway Company, in March, 1869.
Michigan Southern & Northern Indiana Rail
road, from Toledo, Ohio, to Chicago.. 244 miles.
This road and the Lake Shore Railway Company
were consolidated in May, 1869, under the name of the
Lake Shore ci Michigan Southern Railway Company;
and in August, 1869, the Buffalo & Erie Railroad Com
pany was consolidated with the last named organization,
the new corporation retaining the name of the Lake
Shore &: Michigan Southern Railway Company. The
combination thus formed controlled a continuous line
of road five hundred and forty miles in length, from
Buffalo to Chicago.
In addition to the main line, the company, at the
beginning of 1872, owned the following branches:
Ashtabula, Ohio, to Jamestown, Penn
36 miles.
Elyria, Ohio, via Sandusky, to Milbury (junc
tion with main line)
76 % "
Toledo, Ohio, to Elkhart, Ind. (air line)
131 "
Adrian to Jackson, Mich
46 "
Adrian to Monroe, Mich
33 "
The company also owned the entire capital stock of
the following roads, which, however, still remained
under separate organizations :
Detroit, Monroe & Toledo Railroad, from To
ledo to Detroit
65 miles.
Kalamazoo & White Pigeon, from Kalamazoo
to White Pigeon, Mich
37
The following roads were operated by the Lake
Shore company under leases:
Jamestown & Franklin Railroad, from James
town to Oil City, Penn. (connecting with
Ashtabula Branch).
51 miles.
Kalamazoo. Allegan & Grand Rapids Railroad,
from Kalamazoo to Grand Rapids, Mich
58 "
The great fire of October, 187 1, resulted in serious
loss to the company. In addition to the destruction of
the valuable passenger depot owned and occupied in
conjunction with the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
Road, the burning of the Grand Pacific Hotel, in which
the company had an interest of $125,000, proved a source
of unanticipated outlay. Aside from the losses which
may be characterized as indirect, the direct pecuniary
losses resulting from the conflagration were estimated
by the management at $325,000.
During 1872, the Northern Central Michigan Rail
road was opened from Jonesville, on the main line,
seventy miles west of Toledo, to Lansing, a distance of
sixty miles.
On June 19, 1873, the president of the road, Horace
F. Clark, died, and was succeeded by Commodore Cor
nelius Vanderbilt.
The reports of the directors for 1873 and 1874,
signed by Commodore Vanderbilt, give the following
account of the condition of the road:
" When I was elected your president, July 1, 1873, I found the
financial condition of this company to be as follows : Capital
stock, §50,000,000, all issued ; funded debt, $29,730,000; floating
debt, $6,277,485, including a dividend due August I, $2,004,315,
besides bills and pay-rolls for June, $1,478,686. There was not a
dollar in the treasury. Contracts for construction and equipment,
twenty thousand tons steel rails, etc., to the amount of $7,894,845,
had been made and the work all commenced, with no provision
whatever for meeting the large payments. The panic of 1873 oc
curred in September, and disclosed the fact that the dividend just
paid ($2,004,315) had been borrowed, on call, of the Union Trust
Company. That institution closed and passed into the hands of a
receiver, who called the large loan at a time when money could not
be borrowed on the best collateral security. After giving the Trust
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Company ample security of my own for the debt. I undertook to
extricate the company from its financial difficulties."
Immediately upon the accession of the new manage
ment, a policy of retrenchment was adopted and carried
out. The work of extending a double-track from Elk
hart to Chicago,—one hundred miles,—was stopped
within seven miles of Elkhart, and strenuous efforts
were made to procure a release from other large con
tracts; but so much material had been purchased and
so much work done, that the effort proved ineffectual.
The outlay for construction, however, was largely re
duced. To meet the pressing necessities of the road
for construction and equipment, and also for the extin
guishment of the large floating debt, the directors re
solved upon placing a second general mortgage of
$25,000,000. The expectation of the directory was that
$12,000,000 of these bonds would retire the $6,000,000
issue of 1882 bonds, and extinguish the floating debt.
The remaining $13,000,000 were to be held in reserve
for purposes of construction and equipment. The
actual increase in the company's funded debt during
the year 1874, was $6,3 r6,000 in second mortgage
bonds, sold at 90 per cent., yielding $5,697,416.68.
This proving insufficient to extinguish the debt, the
usual dividends of the year were passed, and the un
divided earnings of 1873 and 1874—-$2,413,215.34—
applied to the cancellation of these obligations. This
policy aided materially in placing the company upon a
sound financial basis, without a dollar of floating debt,
and restoring it to its position as a dividend-paying
road,—a dividend of three and one-half per cent, being
paid on February 1, 1875, from the earnings of the last
half of 1874.
The sale of bonds and increase of debt came to a
full stop in 1874. No increase in the aggregate funded
debt was made after the troublesome floating debt in
herited from a previous administration ; on the other
hand, a move was made in the opposite direction, by
providing for a sinking fund. At the close of 1875,
after meeting every obligation legitimately chargeable
to the year, and providing for the dividend payable on
February 1, 1876, Besides satisfying the sinking fund,
there remained in the treasury, for the first time in the
company's history, a very considerable balance.
After an immunity of seven years from serious acci
dent, at the close of 1876, occurred the Ashtabula
disaster on December 29. The cause of the accident
has never been satisfactorily explained. Its nature and
effects are well known. Among those who perished
were many citizens of Chicago, and not a few homes in
this city were called to mourn some member of the
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domestic circle. The accident entailed a loss upon
the company of $495,722.42, or nearly one per cent, of
the entire capital stock.
Another change of presidents occurred in 1877,
when the late William H. Vanderbilt succeeded his
father, whose death occurred on January 4, in that year.
In 1877, the company invested $200,000 in the purchase
of stock in the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie road, which has
proved a valuable investment.
The year 1879 closed the first decade in the history
of the consolidated company. The miles of' road
operated were as follows :

Total miles L. S. & M. S. Railway proper
864.87
Three proprietary roads, owned wholly by the L. S, & M.
S. Railway, but under separate organizations
'.
160.07
Three leased roads
152-73
Total miles operated

1871 ...
1872 ...
1873...
1874...
1875 ...
1876 ...
1877...
1878 ...
1879...
1880 ...
1881 ...
1882 ....
1883 ...
1884 ...

Miles.

I.074
1,136
1,177
1,177
1.177
1. 177
1. 177
1. 177
1. 177
1. 177
1,177
1,274
1,340
1,340

Gross earnings.

$14,898,449
17,699.935
19,414,509
17,146,131
14.434,199
13,949,177
13,505,159
13.979,766
15,271.492
18,749,461
17.971. 391
18,225,639
18,513,656
14,843,584

- - 1,177.67

In 1879, the company purchased $1,384,700 of the
capital stock of the Canada Southern Railway Com
pany, which practically gave it control of the latter
road, and removed a threatened competition, the origi
nal design having been to extend the Canada Southern
line to this city.
The years from 1880 to 1883 were most prosperous.
There was a continuing increase of earnings, both gross
and net, though in 1884 a reduction of nearly twenty
per cent, in business caused a falling off of nearly
$4,000,000 in the former.
Stringent economy in
administration, however, so far kept down the operating
expenses that the net earnings were lowered by only
about one-half that sum.
The most noteworthy event in the history of the
company during these years was the acquisition, in
1882, of a controlling interest in the New York, Chicago
& St. Louis Railway. This was effected by the ex
change of $6,527,000 second mortgage bonds for
140,500 shares of capital stock of the latter company.
This exchange made the total funded debt of the road
$43,192,000 at the close of 1882. In 1884, a further in
crease of $3,250,000 was made. The total amount of
the bonded debt at the opening of the year was
$46,192,000.
The following tables show the financial operations
of the company from 1871 to 1884, and the amount of
freight and number of passengers carried, with the rates
of transportation and the revenue derived therefrom:
Dividends per Shake of $ioo.

Operating Expenses.
Year.

Miles.
540.49
324.38

Main line, Buffalo to Chicago
Five L. S. & M. S. Branches

Net earnings.
Amount.

Per cent.

% 9. 779. 806
11,839,526
13,746,598
11,152,371
10,531,501
9.574,836
8,963,966
8,486,601
8.934,524
10,418,105
11,278,429
11,057,807
11,001,854
9,133,522

65.64
66.90
70.90
65.04
72.96
68.64
66.37
60.70
58.50
55-5"
62.76
60.67
59-43
61-53

Fixed charges.
Earned.

$5,118,643
5,860,409
5,667,911
5,993,760
3,902,698
4.374,341
4,541.193
5.493,165
6,336,968
8,331,356
6,692,962
7,167,832
7,51 1,802
5,710,062

$2,121,164
2,201,459
2,654,560
3,008, 193
2,810,294
2,759-989
2,775.657
2,718,792
2,754,988
2.750,374
2.725.375
3,027,000
3,498,806
3,720,670

$8
8
6
6
2
3
3
5
7
11
8
8
8
4

37
55
10
04
20
26
57
61
24
28
02
37
11
02

Paid.
$8
8
4
3
2
3
2
4
6
S
8
8
8
5

00
00
00
25
00
25
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
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Year.

1872
1S73
'374
'S75
1876
1877
1878
1879

...
—-

1S81
1883

Year.

1872
1S73
1874
1875
1S76
1877
1878
1879
1S80
l88l
ISS2
I883
1884

r

-

.'

Tons.

Average
miIt's
IkiuKiI.

Tons hauled one
mile.

Revenue.

3.784.525
4,443,092
5,176,661
5,221,267
5,022,4yO
5.635.I07
5.513,398
6,098,445
7.54'.204
8.350.336
9,164,508
<J.I95.538
8,478,605
7.365.688

•93-9
208.2
203.6
I9I-4
187.8
201.2
■95-9
219.8
229.9
221.7
220.6
205.8
'99-3
1915

733,670,696
924.844,140
1.053,927,189
(j99.342.081
943,236, 161
I. 133.834.828
1,080,005,561
1,340,467,821
1.733.423.440
1,851,166,018
2,021,775,468
1,892,868,224
1,689,512,415
1,410,545,674

$10,341,218
12,824.862
14,192.399
H.918,350
9.639.<>38
9,405,629
9,476,608
10,048,952
11,288,261
14,077,294
12,659,987
12,022 577
12,480,004
9.358,816

Number of pas Average Passengers carried
sengers carried distance.
one mile.
2,046,428
2,212,754
2,S45,i63
3,096,263
3.170,234
3,119,923
2,742,295
2,746,032
2,S22,I2I
3.3'3.485
3,682,006
4,118,832
3,909,356
3,629,10

A. G. Amsden, superintendent of the Western Division of
the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway, controls the line
between Chicago anil Elkhart, Intl., a distance of one hundred and
one miles. He was born in V'ork. Washtenaw Co., Mich., in 1S3S,
the son of Aratus and Mary (Cook) Amsden; and received his edu
cation in the district school and at Ypsilanti Academy. His father
was a farmer, and also did house and sign painting for the neigh
bors, and young Amsden worked upon the farm and also learned
the painter's trade. He followed these pursuits until April 14,
1S61, when he enlisted as a private in the 6th Michigan Infantry
Volunteers, which regiment was afterward changed to a heavy
artillery regiment. He was successively promoted corporal, ser
geant and orderly sergeant of Co. " F," and, in December, 1S63,
was commissioned as second lieutenant, and, in November, 1864,
was commissioned first lieutenant. In June, 1863, he received a
severe gun-shot wound in the left thigh, during the assault on Tort
Hudson ; and, in August, 1864, he recei /ed two sabre cuts in the
same thigh while he was out with a scouting party. In the spring of
1864, Lieutenant Amsden was appointed post ordnance officer at
Port Hudson, and remained there on duty about fourteen months,
when he was ordered to Fort Morgan, Ala., and there was assigned
to duty in charge of the Ordnance Department of the Defenses of
Mobile, and continued there until his muster out on September 12,
1S65, his regiment having been mustered out in the latter part of
August, in the same year. He then went to Detroit, Mich., and
spent the winter and the following spring; after which he worked
at carriage-painting at Manchester, Mich., for five years. In
March, 1871, Mr. Amsden commenced his railroad experience by
entering the employment of the Lake Shore A: Michigan Southern
Railway as warehouseman at South Bend, Ind. He occupied that
position for three months, and was then promoted cashier of the
station, where he remained until May, 1872, when he was appointed
private secretary for the superintendent of the Michigan Division.
He was such secretary for two years and eleven months, and was
then, on May 1, 1875, made track-master of the Kalamazoo Divis
ion; and, on fune I, 1875, was appointed division superintendent
of that Division, where he remained until January s, 1883, when he
was promoted to his present position. Mr. Amsden is a member

70
74
63
56
52
56
50
49
50
53
56.5
55
55
52.5

I42.6S4.243
162,308.495
«79.363.I73
■73.224.572
164,950,861
i75.5iO.5Ol
I38.ll6.6l8
133,702,021
I4i.l62.3i7
1-6,148,767
207.953,215
227,098,958
215. 7I5.J55
190,503,852

Revenue.

$4,006,724
4.218,543
4.5<>9.73o
4,249,022
3,922,79s
3,664,148
3,203,200
3.057.393
3,138,003
3,761,008
4.134.788
4.897,185
4,736,088
4,133,729

Receipts I c»,
Profit
per ton per ton per Ion
per mile. per mile. per mile.
Cents.
1-391
1-374
1-335
1.180
1.010
.817
.864
•734
.642
• 750
.617
.62S
.728
.652

Cents.
.913
.920
.946
.767
■737
.561
•573
•474
•398
•435
■4'4
• 413
•452
.426

Cents.
•478
•454
•389
•413
■273
.256
.291
.260
■244
■315
.203
•215
.276
.226

Receipts Cost per Profit
per
per pas
senger
passenger passenger
per mile. per mite. per mile.
Cents.
2. 80S
2.599
2.542
2.452
2.378
2.090
2.319
2.287
2.223
2.135
I.988
2.157
2.I96
2.I70

Cents
I.939
1.814
I.878
I.678
I.824
1.515
I.647
I.276
I.174
1.086
1. 120
1.166
I.27S
I.254

Cents.
.869
■785
.664
•774
•554
•575
.672
1.012
1.049
1.049
.86S
.991
.91S
.916

of Orcutt Post, No. 79, G.A.R., and of Manchester Lodge, No.
148, A. F. & A. M., Manchester, Mich. He was married in No
vember, 1S67, to Miss Alice E. Spencer, of Manchester, Mich.;
they have two children,—Eva U. and Wallace H.
Cyrus D. Roys, attorney for the Lake Shore & Michigan
Southern Railway, was born in Lamoille County, Vt., in 1836, the
son of Benedict and Melissa (Dunn) Roys. He prepared for col
lege at the academies of Barry and Newbury, Vermont, and gradu
ated from Adrian College, Mich., in June, 1862, with the degree of
A. B., having removed to Adrian in 1S60. In March, 1862, Mr.
Roys also graduated from the law school of Ann Arbor University,
Michigan, and was admitted to the Bar immediately afterward. In
the same year he enlisted in Battery " I," 1st Michigan Light Ar
tillery, and was immediately promoted sergeant; before the regiment
reached the scene of action he was commissioned first lieutenant of
Battery " L," and as such officer served in the Tennessee and
Atlanta campaigns, and was mustered out in March, 1S64. In June,
1S64, the degree of M.A. was conferred upon him by Adrian Col
lege. Mr. Roys did not follow any active business for about
eighteen months after he left the Army, in consequence of ill-health;
ami his first law practice was commenced in Leavenworth, Kansas,
in 1867, where he remained fortwo yearsand then came toChicago,
arriving here in September, 1S69. Immediately thereafter he was
admitted to the Illinois liar, and then commenced his practice in
this city, at first occupying a desk in the office of Messrs. Dent &
Black, but not being associated with any other gentleman in the
practice of his profession at any time. In 1868, Mr. Roys had his
first suit for the Lake Shore road, and his conduct of that was so
able that he had all its business. After that time, and, in 1S70,
he was officially recognized as the attorney for the road, which
position he has held since One of the most celebrated suits in
which this gentleman has been engaged was the case known as The
Western Indiana suit, which occupied all the courts here for many
months, and wherein also were engaged James L. High, George W.
Kretzinger and—as the representative for the Rock Island road—
Thomas F. Withrow. In this case applications were made to Mr.
Roys for his briefs from lawyers all over the country, such was the
repute he gained from his management of the suit. Mr. Roys is a
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member of King Solomon Lodge, No. 10, A.F. & A.M. Leaven
worth, Kansas. He was married in December, 1S6S, to Miss Julia
Catherine Morehous, of Elkhart, Ind.
MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILWAY.
While the net earnings of the Michigan Central
Railway Company for the fiscal year ending May 31,
1872, showed an increase of $418,525.29 over those of
the preceding year, many difficulties were encountered
in transacting the business of the road. The winter of
1872-73 was one of extraordinary severity, and for two
periods, of about a month in all, passage by ferry at the
Detroit River was rendered impossible by accumulation
of ice, resulting in the storage, on side-tracks, of from
one thousand to one thousand two hundred loaded eastbound freight cars. The extreme cold of a very long
winter, and a heavy traffic, produced a damaging effect
upon the iron rail of a single track and a correspondinglyworn and rough condition of machinery.
In view of these drawbacks and of the increasing
competition, the management decided upon an exten
sive policy of improvement. In their report for the
fiscal year 1872, the directors said:
• ***•' Tne resuit is the large necessary expenditure
on capital account, already made and making, to enlarge the capa
city of all the great avenues between the West and the seaboard.
In the case of this company, the tracks must be doubled and made
the most perfect possible, power and rolling-stock multiplied, and
everything fitted to move the largest possible volume of business at
the least possible cost."
The most natural eastern connection of the Michi
gan Central was, at that time, the Great Western of
Canada. Improvements were, at the same time, being
made in that line; while the track of the Grand Trunk
between Detroit and Buffalo was being reduced from
wide to narrow gauge. It was believed that these im
provements, with the completion of the bridge across
the Niagara River, would afford ample outlet to the
East, with full connections with both the Erie and the
New York Central roads.
The fire of October, 187 1, destroyed all the com
pany's buildings in Chicago, with all the freight in store.
The facilities for handling freight were, of course, re
duced to a minimum, while, at the same time, the fire
created a wholly unprecedented demand for building
material, which class of freight was shipped over the
line to such an extent as (in conjunction with the ordi
nary shipments of merchandise) to fill all the side-tracks
of the western half of the road with loaded cars. Dur
ing the winter, from five hundred to eight hundred cars
were, on the average, waiting for entrance into Chicago.
The disaster, although terribly destructive in other re
spects, enabled the company to procure additional
ground in this city for station purposes, thus relieving
the management of the difficulty of inadequate room,
under which it had labored for many yeats.
The Michigan Central, prior to 1872, had aided in
the construction of the Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw
Railroad, and had become owner of more than onethird of the capital stock of that company. In 1872,
the former company acquired control and assumed the
management of the road.
During 1873, the Central acquired control of the
Detroit & Bay City, which it managed and operated,
running their own equipment over the road.
The " railroad war " that raged from January to
July, 1874, between the various lines leading west from
New York had the effect of materially lowering rates on
west-bound freight and deranging those on east-bound

shipments, the result being, to quote the language of the
directors, in their report for 1874, "that the whole busi
ness during that time has been [was] done at not much,
if any, above cost, and is now going at much less than
the cost of doing it."
Notwithstanding the fact that the results of the large
outlay already made on account of construction and im
provement had not met the expectations of the manage
ment, the directory decided that a continuance of the
policy was demanded by self-preservation, and during
the fiscal year ending June 1, 1874, large additional
amounts were expended.
The completion of the International bridge at Nia
gara, during the year, was an event of much importance
in the progress of improvement, as it superseded the old
and inconvenient passage by means of a ferry. Its ef
fect was greatly to improve the Grand Trunk route be
tween Detroit and Buffalo, and also to give passage to
trains of the Canada Southern road, then open from
Detroit and connecting with the lines leading east from
Buffalo.
The years 1875 and 1876 were characterized by the
same general features as the two preceding ;—an increase
of business, a lowering of rates, and generally unsatis
factory financial results.
A change in the management of the road was made
in 1877, by the retirement of James F. Joy from the
presidency as well as from the directory. He was suc
ceeded, as president, by Samuel Sloan, ot New York.
The year was not a successful one, financially, the net
earnings showing a falling off of $256,377.13 from those
of 1876. In commenting upon this decrease, the direc
tors attribute it, mainly, to the trunk-line warfare on west
bound freight, which seriously impaired the Central's in
come by producing a constant lowering of rates.
In the latter part of June, 1878, an entire change of
management was made, and a new board of directors
chosen. William H. Vanderbilt was elected president;
among the directors were Cornelius and William K.
Vanderbilt, Augustus Schell, Samuel F. Badger, Edwin
1). Worcester (all of New York) and Anson Stager of
Chicago. The Michigan Central thus became an inte
gral part of the " Vanderbilt system."
During 1878, dividends amounting to four per cent
were paid, for the first time since 1873. In order to re
lieve the over-crowded condition of the road in this
city and to reduce the cost of handling freight, sixty
acres of land were purchased for freight-yard purposes
at Kensington, the junction of the Michigan Central and
Illinois Central roads.
The year 1880 was the most successful since the or
ganization of the company, the particular concomitants
being the largely increased volume of traffic, the con
siderable and permanent improvement of the property,
and a resulting dividend of eight per cent, paid to
share-holders. One of the features in the history of the
company for the year, which deserves special mention,
is the unprecedented sale of lands, at greatly advanced
prices, there being 47,124.41 acres sold, at an average
price per acre of $14.46. There had been a steady ap
preciation in the prices realized. In 1877, the average
price was $8.74 an acre: in 1878, $9.86; and, in 1879,
$11.40. The assets of the Land Department, on Jan
uary 1, 1881, were thus summed up by the Land Com
missioner:
408,881 acres of land, estimated at
Amount due on land contracts
Cash on hand. December 31, 18S0
Total

_

$3,066,607 50
561,388 41
84,843 73
$3,712,830. 64
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ern. In examining the appended tables, it must be
borne in mind that the sudden increase in totals, notice
able in the year 1883, is due to the fact that, for the
years following, the business of the Canada Southern
line is included. On January 1, 1884, the miles of road
operated were as follows :
Main line—
Chicago to Detroit
284.07
Windsor to Suspension Bridge
226.18
510.25
Branches—
Michigan Central System
750.26
Canada Southern System
207.64
957.90

On April i, 1881, the company leased the Detroit &
Bay City Railroad, and assumed its debts.
In December, 1882, an agreement was entered into
with the Canada Southern Railway Company, under
which, for a period of twenty-one years from January 1,
1883, the Michigan Central assumed the operation and
management of the Canada Southern and its leased
lines. At the time of the execution of the agreement,
the latter line had partially built (and during the next
twelve months completed) a line from Essex Center to
the Detroit River, opposite Detroit, with a suitable ferry
to that city. During 1883, it constructed, under its
agreement with the Central, a branch of its main line
from Welland to the Niagara River, just below the Falls
(crossing the river upon the well-known " canti-lever "
bridge), and increased its equipment to an extent suf
ficient to meet the demands of the through traffic. The
provisions of the agreement with regard to earnings,
expenses, etc., may be summarized as follows: After
paying the common charges, the balance of earnings was
to be divided in the ratio of two-thirds to the Michigan
Central Company, and one-third to the Canada South

Total miles operated
1,468.15
This increase of mileage, while occasioned chiefly
by the addition of the Canada Southern system, was
partly due to the acquisition, on February 15, 1883, of
the Saginaw Bay & Northwestern Railroad.
The year 1884, being one of financial depression,
the Michigan Central road suffered, in common with
other business interests of the country.

The financial operations of the Michigan Central Railway (including Branches) during the years 2872 to 1884,
inclusive, were as follows:
OfHRAT1NG EXPKNSSS
Taxes.
Years ending
June 1.

Gross earnings.

Net earnings.
Amount.

Per cent.

$ 6,441 412 56 $4,447,803 46
I872
7,302,118 06 4,986,935 46
1873
7,634,081 70 5,523,642 39
1874
5,068,097 76
7,102,286 41
1875
6,850,964 06 4,802,902 23
1876
1877
6,498,126 76 4,706,442 06
Seven months
ending Dec. 31.
18773,903,5I3 9° 2,591,oi5 39
Calendar years.
1878
6,872,094 03 4,307,238 81
7,415,428 86 4,699,592 43
1879
1880.
5,738.751 09
9,085,74s 71
8,934,331 62 6,732,095 90
1881
1882
9,041,032 33 6,671,726 56
14,077,468 14* 9,741,638 45
1883.
1884
i',738,934 72 8,959,132 41
♦Including 167,701.45 derived from investments.

Fixed charges,
interest, rental,
etc.

Net income.

Dividends.

Surplu

70.64 |$I,993.609 IO $ 264,954 86 $1,728,654 24 $1,501,085 OO $227,599 24
68.29 2,315,182 60
140,952 86 1,889,542 95 1,609,001 OO 280,541 95
72.35 2,110,439 31
631,103 70 1,479,335 61
None
71-35 2,034,188 65
891,596 53
1,142,592 12
None
76.10 2,048,061 83
891,649 59
1,156,412 24
None
72.43
1,791,684 70 1,447,640 00
344,044 70
None
66.37
63-55
63-97
64. u
76.50
75-17
69-53
76.84

1,312,498
2,624,520
2,715,836
3,346,997
2,202,235
2,369,305
4,335,829
2,779,802

51
12
43
62
72
77
69
32

849,243
1,615,950
1,621,702
1,681,593
1,692,926
1,801,370
3,044,986
2,659,049

00
00
00
00
38
97
95 t
69

463,255
1,008,570
1,094.! 34
1,665,404
509,309
567,934
1,290,842
120,752

51
12
43
62
34
80
74
63

None
749.528
1,030601
1,499,056
468,455
374.764
1,124,292
None

16
22
32
10
oS
24

359.041
63.533
182,537
40,854
193,170
165,550

96
21
3°
24
72
50

tlncludlng the payment of one-third of the net earnings to the Canada Southern Company.

The freight and passenger business and earnings of the Michigan Central Railway, from 1872 to 1884,
inclusive, were as follows :

Years ending June i.

tonnage
carried.

Tons carried
one mile.

1,708,964
1872
1,909,671
1873
1874
■ 2,lS6,7S6
1875
■ 2,375, 496|
2.686,248
1876
3,056,386 473,837,807
1877
Krom June 1, 1877
to January 1, 1S78 1,708,225 252,373,503
Calendar years.
1878
3.564.731 548,053,707
3. 513.819 721,019,413
1879
1880
3.797.137 735,611,995
4, 196,896] 790,022,930!
1881
18S2
3,913,869 703,241,320)
1883
5.197.278 1,411,282,864
1884
5,141.597 1,179,193,827

Revenue.
Cents.
1-56
1-57
1.22
1. 16
1. 12
.88

$4,096,198
4,652,873
4,908,961
4,437,838
4,417,275
4,158,887

Years ending June 1.

76
82
93
69
57
32

.82

2,516,686 21

.85
.69
.84
.72
•77
•83
.65

4,646,247
4,986,987
6,i95,97o
5,675.731
5,426,455
9,472,365
7,620,887

The figures given for the years 1872 to 1882 apply to the main line only.

91
84
72
00
11
62
14

1872
1873
1874
■
1875
1S76
1877
-Krom June 1, to De
cember 31, 1877...
Calendar years.
1878
1879 1880
I88l
I8S2
1883

A
Total
number of Passengers
carried
passengers
XOi
. arried.
1

Revenue.

$1,687,256 49
774.349
852,352
1,785,716 33
877.445
1,803,247 66
831, 4S9 72,826,047] 2.40 1,793,727 66
893,279 70,566,893 2-35 1,663,642 65
1,450,136 93,830,5J5 2.l6 2,026,235 44
906,717 5', 354.1471 2-94
'.433.937 79,684,072
'.445.655 93,232,4301
1,699,810! 115,523,7891
2,079,289 135.706,148
2,368,842 142,237,961
2,9(39,323 iSo,749,225[
2,581,072 164,968,660

2.41
2.21
2.13
2.07
2.21
2.22
2.10

1,203,375 24
1.918,60S
2,062,264
2,461,771
2,812,705
3,146,309
4,007,548
3.464,559

The tigurrs given for the years 1872 to 1882 apply to the main line only.

96
51
31
53
13
30
75

RAILROAD
The following sketches are of some of the prominent
railroad officials, the headquarters of whose lines are in
other cities :
Hk:;?.v C. Barlow, traffic manager of the Mexican Central
Railway, was born in the town of Niles, Mich., on August 15,
1850. He is a son of Lemuel and Hannah (Orcutt) Harlow, and
his father first came to Chicago in its village days. Young Iiarlow
lived with his parents in Niles until twelve years of age, and the
family then removed to Amboy, 111. He was afforded such advan
tages of education as were given in the school at Niles, but on leav
ing there pursued his studies only about one year, lie then went
into his father's general store in Amboy and assisted him in the
business for about a year. At the end of that time he went to
Chelsea, Mich., and took a clerkship in the general store of Mr.
Congdon, with a salary of ten dollars a month and board. He
worked there for just a year and then joined his brother, who was
agent for the Marquette, Houghton & Ontonagon Railroad, at
Negaunee. He assisted him in his office and learned the science of
telegraphy and thus practically commenced his railway career. He
remained there for a number of months and then went to Toledo,
Ohio, and became a salesman for a large wholesale leather house.
He passed eight months there and then decided that he would prefer
the railroad business as an occupation. In accordance with that de
sire he went to Warren, 111., and commenced his highly successful
career. He checked goods in the freight warehouse of the Illinois
Central Railroad at that point until February, 1S68, when he was
appointed telegraph operator at Barrington, 111., on the line of the
Chicago & North-Western Railroad. He served the company in
that capacity, as clerk, station agent and travelling freight agent
until May 30, 1881. He was careful, faithful and assiduous in his
work, and his promotions were made as rapidly as vacancies oc
curred. On July I, 1 88 1, he was made division freight agent of
the Winona, St. I'eter and Dakota Central Division of the Chicago
& North-Western Railway and made his headquarters at Winona.
A year later he was tendered the office of assistan general freight
agent of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, and in another
year he was promoted to general freight agent of the road, making
his headquarters, during those two years, at Topeka, Kansas. On
November 10, 1884, he was elected traffic manager of the Mexican
Central Railway and took general charge of that corporation's com
mercial affairs. Although the general offices of that company are in
the City of Mexico, Mr. Barlow prefers a residence in the North,
and Chicago being most centrally located and his favorite city he
makes this his headquarters and home. Within less than twenty
years, he has become an occupant of one of the most responsible
and important positions in one of the largest railroad corporations
in America. Mr. Barlow was married on January 15, 1883, to
Miss Mary Cone, of Winona, Minn. He is a member of Covenant
Lodge, No. 526, A.F. & A.M., of Chicago, and of Sparta Lodge,
I.O.O.F., of Sparta, Wis.
Chari.es II. Wood, general agent of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad, was born in Worcester County, Mass., in 1834.
His early boyhood was passed in that locality and his education was
obtained at the common schools. In 1S52, Mr. Wood entered into
the railway service and has been identified with the same over
thirty-three years. He first took a clerical position in the construc
tion department of the Marietta & Cincinnati Railway, and so
remained for three years, when he was promoted to conductor of a
passenger train. His run was between Marietta and Cincinnati, and
he retained that position for ten consecutive years. In 1863, he
was tendered the office of general western passenger agent of the
Pan Handle road, and accepted, making his headquarters at Cin
cinnati. He served the road in that capacity for six years, and was
then transferred to Chicago and took charge of the freight business,
where he remained for three and one-half years. He then left their
employ to represent the Blue Line Fast Freight in this city, and
so remained until January I, 1883, when he resigned his office in
order to accept the general agency of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad. His headquarters were at Kansas City for
nearly two years, and then he was transferred to the same position
in this city, which he has held up to the present time. Mr. Wood
was married on September 30, 1867, in Cincinnati, Ohio, to Miss E.
V. Hudson. They have one daughter, Helen ¥.. Mr. Wood has
been for some time a member of the Illinois Club.
William Walter Tabberner, general agent of the Milwau
kee & Northern Railway, was born at Milwaukee, Wis., on April
22, 1856. Mr. Tabberner during his boyhood had only limited
educational advantages, and, owing to the force of circumstances,
was obliged to seek his own living and maintenance from the time
he was about thirteen years of age. In the fall of 1869, he entered
the office of the superintendent of the Chicago & North-Western
Railway at Milwaukee as messenger boy, and continued in that
capacity for some time. Being active, energetic and ambitious, he
was rapidly promoted. He left the superintendent's office and took
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the place of messenger in the local freight office of the same road.
A year or two later he was offered the position of expense bill-clerk
in the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway office, which he
accepted, and a little later was promoted to bill-clerk. After he
left this road he took the position of clerk in the local freight office
of the Milwaukee & Northern Railway, and afterward was promoted
to a clerkship in the general ticket office of the same line. This
was in 1873, when the road was leased to the Wisconsin Central
Railway. Mr. Tabberner continued his identification with railroads,
filling various positions, until 18S2, when, in December of that
year, he was appointed agent of the Milwaukee & Northern Rail
road, at Oreen Bay, Wis. He remained there until March, 1883,
when he was ordered to Chicago to represent the last named com
pany as their general agent. Mr. Tabberner has been the Mil
waukee A Northern's accredited agent in this city up to the present
time. The line which he represents runs from Milwaukee to
Menominee, Mich., and a branch from Hilbert to Appleton, Wis.
He was married at Racine, Wis., in September, 1883, to Miss
Annie Evans, of that city.
Frank Ferris, commercial agent of the Missouri Pacific Rail
way Company, was born at Peekskill, N. Y., on March 21, 1853.
He was brought up in his native State and received his education
at Williams College, Williamstown, Mass., one of the oldest educa
tional institutions of the East. Mr. Ferris took a collegiate and
classical course of study, graduating from the college in 1S76. In
August of that year, he took a position in the office of the general
manager of the Hoosac Tunnel Line, at Rochester, N. Y., where
he remained for about eight months. In the following March he
was made contracting agent for the Hoosac Tunnel Fast F reight
Line, with his headquarters at Rochester. On September 4, 1877,
Mr. Ferris came West and was made general agent of the Wabash
system, at Ouincy, 111. He held that responsible office until June 1,
1881, when he became private secretary to H. M. Hoxie, vicepresident and general manager of the Texas Pacific and Interna
tional iV Great Northern Railways, whose headquarters were at
Palatine, Texas. He was so employed until the consolidation of
the above roads with the Missouri Pacific and Iron Mountain
Railroads, and the formation of what is now known as the South
western system, which embraces the following railroads : The Mis
souri Pacific; Missouri, Kansas & Texas; Central Branch of Union
Pacific ; St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern ; Texas & Pacific;
International & Great Northern ; and Galveston, Houston & Hen
derson; having a total mileage of six thousand and forty-five miles.
On January 1, 1882, he went to Laredo, Texas, as general agent of
the system at that point, where he remained until the following
December. He was afterward made contracting agent, with headquar
ters at Kansas City, where he remained until May, 1883. lie then
received his appointment as commercial, freight and passenger
agent for the same system, for the Republic of Mexico, with
headquarters at the City of Mexico, where he was located until
October, 1SS4. He was then transferred to this city as commercial
agent for the company, and holds that office at the present time.
For a young man, Mr. F'erris has had a large experience in the
traffic business, and has been rapidly promoted to such positions
as require the greatest business ability. He is to be congratulated
on his early success in life, and the foundation for a splendid
career in the future is assuredly well established.
T, B. Gault, general agent of the Union Pacific Railway,
was born in New Hampshire, on June 30, 1 841. He was reared
in New England and received an excellent education in the public
schools. In 1S63, he decided to try his fortunes in the West, and
obtained a position with the Chicago & North-Western Railway, as
clerk in their office at Rockford. He continued as such for about
five years, when he was promoted to agent at that station. He re
mained in the employ of the company until 1874, when he went in
to the manufacturing business at Rockford. Three years later he
closed out and went to work for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway, taking the station agency at Owatonna, Minn. He con
tinued there three and one-half years, and was then appointed
general agent of the Wabash system, with headquarters at Omaha.
He was their representative there until the road went into the pool
in 1882, when he left the railway service and came to Chicago to
make his permanent home. He became president of the Western
Fence Company, which made a specialty of constructing wire fences
for railroad protection, and was quite successful in this enterprise.
Notwithstanding his determination to keep out of the railway ser
vice, on January I, 1883, he accepted the position of general agent
of the Union Pacific Railway, with headquarters here, and this
office he holds up to the present time. I lis brother, John C. Gault,
was recently arbitrator of several railway associations in the West,
and is now located at Cincinnati. T. B. Gault is a thorough rail
way man, qualified in every particular for the duties of his position,
anil possessing qualities which mark him as a gentleman. The Union
Pacific has in him an efficient and popular representative of their
Eastern interests
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L. N. Sawyer, contracting freight agent of the Northern
Pacific Railroad, was born at Dover. N. H., on February 20, 1842.
He spent his early boyhood in his native town, attending its public
schools, and finished his education at Providence, K. I., at the insti
tution known as the Friends' College. When the War broke out
in the spring of 1861, Mr. Sawyer was about completing his col
legiate studies, and returning home a short time later he enlisted in
Co. " K," nth New Hampshire Infantry Volunteers, and was
made sergeant. He was in active service all through the War and
was in many of the most important engagements. He was pro
moted to the rank of captain and served on the staff of Brevet
Major-General S. G. Griffin as brigade inspector until the close of
the War. President Johnson signed his commission as brevet
major of volunteers just before the surrender of the Confederates.
When he was mustered out Mr. Sawyer came to Chicago and com
menced bookkeeping for Dake iS: Woodman (wholesale bakers) and
afterward for George H. Brooks & Co., a commission firm then on
South Water Street. He remained with them until 1868, and the
following year he took a position as bookkeeper with the Pullman
Car Company and later on was made assistant auditor. He was in
the service of the Pullman Company until 1 S 73, and then went into
the real-estate business on his own account. For three years Mr.
Sawyer was engaged in this pursuit, and during that time trans
acted a very large business. In 1877, he was tendered a position
with the Northern Pacific Railroad, with headquarters in Chicago.
His duties were connected with the freight department, under
the administration of Mr. Wright, then president of the road. Mr.
Sawyer has been with the Northern Pacific since that time, and is
now their contracting freight agent for Chicago. Mr. Sawyer was
married on November 15, 1871, to Miss Kmma, daughter of I.orin
P. Hilliard, one of Chicago's earliest residents and formerly county
treasurer for Cook County.
G. W. R. Goodno, city passenger agent of the Northern Pa
cific Railroad, was born at Troy, N. Y., on August 16, 1846. The
earlier part of his life was spent in Ogdcnsburg, where he attended
school and commenced business life. Mr. G(x>dno first entered the
railway service, with which he has been identified for the last eight
een years, in 1868. lie went to work for the Grand Trunk Rail
way, taking a position as traveling agent in the Fastern territory.
He remained with them for three years, and then went to Kansas
City, Mo., where he was in the Pullman service as conductor for
about two years. In the latter part of 1873, he went with the Union
Pacific Railroad, in whose employ he was for about five years, serv
ing in various capacities. Mr. Goodno also became connected with
the Erie & Chicago road and the Chicago, Burlington S Quincy
Railroad. He was then sent to Omaha as the western passenger
agent of the Michigan Central line, and remained there for some
time. He took a position with the Northern Pacific company on
September 1, 1884, as their passenger agent in this city, which office
he now occupies. Mr. Goodno is one of the most active, energetic
and reliable agents in the city and possesses in the fullest degree the
confidence and good opinion of the Northern Pacific administration.
He was married at Ogdensburg, N. V., in 1868, to Miss Abbic
Mead, of that place. They have had five children, one of whom,
Forest S., is now dead. The remaining children are Mamie,
Becky, Bessie and George.
BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD.
The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company secured
an entrance into Chicago in November, 1874, over the
line of the Illinois Central road, with which company
a contract was also made for the use of depot grounds.
The project of an extension of the road to Chicago was
conceived in 1871-72. A line was accordingly con
structed from a point about ninety miles north of New
ark, Ohio on the Lake Erie Division), to Chicago,—a
distance of 260 miles. The location secured at once
the two great advantages of low grades and directness,
the distance from this city to Baltimore, by this route,
being 811 miles, and to Washington 784 miles. The
point of divergence was chosen with a view to the ulti
mate concentration, upon this route, of the traffic of the
main line and of the Pittsburgh, Washington & Balti
more Railroad, as well as that between Pittsburgh and
Wheeling. The value of the line was estimated, by the
directory, on its completion, at $6,357,893.43.
The following table affords a comprehensive view
of the financial results of the operation of the branch
since its opening:

Year ending
September 30.
IS74-1875-1876..
I877-187S..
IS/9-l83o__
1881- 1882- .
1883.1884..

Expenses.
S 04,053
959,164
1,231,785
957.095
1.057,558
1,153,852
1,548,904
1,63s, 661
1,692,006
1,878,167
2,046, 8S0

08
23
88
(»>
96
27
5'
65
57
22
53

S

36.857
1,169,331
1,065,082
834,415
628,010
659.321
9S2.320
1,185,591
1,245,600
1,304,664
1,557.892

69
69
86
21
57
57
SS
97
01
10
57

Net earnings.
$ 27.195 39
166,703
I23.2SO
429,548
494,530
566.673
453,069
446,406
573,503
48S.987

02
39
39
70
63
68
56
12
96

About the time of the completion of the branch,
forty acres of land were purchased at Chicago Junction,
fifty-six acres were donated at Garrett City, and forty
acres at South Chicago, for depot grounds, machine
shops, engine houses, etc. In this city, a brick freight
warehouse, was erected in 1875. Connections were
made with the Stock Yards, and ample preparations
made for an extensive traffic in live-stock.
During 1877, some changes were made in the cor
porate constitution and control. The original legal
name,—the Baltimore, Pittsburgh & Chicago Railway,—
did not properly represent or characterize the line
finally adopted, and was changed, under the laws of
Ohio and Indiana, to the Baltimore & Ohio & Chi
cago Railway Company. The line, however, is still
known as the Chicago Division of the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad.
The extension of the Baltimore & Ohio line to this
city was not viewed with favor by other of the trunk
lines, who believed that in it they saw a formidable
competitor. Much jealousy was engendered, and a
fierce commercial rivalry raged for some time. By
mutual consent of the Baltimore & Ohio and Illinois
Central companies, the use of the depot of the latter
was abandoned by the former in 1875, and the city
terminus was fixed at the Exposition Building, on
Michigan Avenue.
Edmund Clark Lawrence, city passenger and freight agent
of the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railroad, was born in
Delaware County, N. Y., on June 30, 1S43. 1 1 is parents removed
to DeKalb County, 111., when he was thirteen years old. His
father being a farmer, the son was reared in the country and at
tended the district school. Upon his maturity, he decided to follow
farming individually, and so continued, on land near his old home in
DeKalb, until the summer of 1875. He was then offered a pjsition
as local agent for the land department of the Kansas Pacific Rail
way, and, selling out his farming interests, he opened an olhce in
Millington, III., and from that time to the present has been identi
fied with railroad corporations. He remained at Millington but
two months, the company deeming his service of such value as to
warrant their placing him in charge of the Chicago office of the
land department. Mr. Lawrence's long and practical experience
as a farmer fitted him for the position he occupied, and he was of
value as an agent for the disposal of the company's lands. He re
mained with them until January 24, 1S80, when the consolidation of
the Union Pacific, Kansas Pacific and Denver Pacific railroads was
completed. He was then appointed general traveling agent of the
land department of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad,
having for his principal work the advertising of their lands along
the line in Iowa. He remained with them until they had effected
sales for over eighty thousand acres, which comprised the bulk of
their lands in Iowa, and, in 1881, took a position as travelling
passenger agent. He now occupies the position as city passenger
agent, with general charge of the freight business in this city for
the above company. Mr. Lawrence was married at Sandwich, III.,
on November 14. 1872, to Miss Eliza Dean; they have one daugh
ter,—Cora Bell. Their two sons, Bertie and Edmund, died when
five and two years of age, respectively.
El.MER H. Wood, general agent of the freight department of
the Union Pacific Railroad, was born in Monroe County, N. Y.,
on January 12, 1S54. His early education was obtained in his
native Slate at the common schools, and, after his removal to Illi
nois in 1870, he entered into, and graduated from, the Grand
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Prairie Academy at Onarga, having taken a full course in both
commercial and classical branches. He then became identilied with
the railway service, and took the position of station agent at Stillman Valley, 111., on the old Chicago & Pacific line, now a part of the
Council Bluffs Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul system.
Me was station agent for six months and was then transferred
to the Chicago & Pacific ticket office in this city. He served the
road in that capacity until October I, 1876, when the line was
about to become consolidated, and he then went into the employ
ment of the Union Pacific Railroad, taking a position as clerk in
their city office here. On September 1, 18S4, he was promoted to
the office of general agent of the freight department, which position
he holds at the present time. Mr. Wood was married on Septem
ber 14, 1876, to Linnie L. Uarnes, of Onarga, 111. He is a resident
of Oak Park and a member of the National Union Society.
Harry C. Fullkr, general agent of the freight and passenger
department of the Wisconsin Central Railroad, was born at Grand
Haven, Mich., on August 22, 1858. He resided there during his
boyhood, attending the public schools until he was thirteen years of
age, his parents then removing to Chicago. In 1871, he went to the
Douglas School in this city for a short time, and also took a com
mercial course in St. Ignatius College. Completing his studies he
commenced to work for the tea and coffee house of Downer & Co.,
and acted as their general accountant up to 1S76. He was then
employed as shipping clerk for the well-known safe firm of Warren,
Howard & Co., of Cincinnati, who had a branch house here. He
remained with them until March 30, 1S77. when he became con
nected with the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. He was
engaged in their city office as messenger, and rapidly went through
the grade of promotions at the local freight depot. In 1880, he was
returned to the city office as a clerk, and, on December 30, 1SS4,
won the post of chief clerk. On the 1st of February following he
received his appointment as general agent of the freight and pas
senger department of the Wisconsin Central Railroad, with head
quarters in this city. This position he now holds, and by his
prompt and careful attention to the duties of his office, together
with his genial and courteous manners, he has won the highest
approbation of his employers and stands well in the estimation of
his many friends in railway circles. Mr. Fuller was married on
August 17, 1S84, to Miss Helen Whitehead, of Chicago, and they
are the parents of an only daughter, Virginia.
NEW YORK,

CHICAGO & ST.
RAILWAY.

LOUIS

The New York & Chicago Railway Company was
incorporated in the State of Illinois under the general
railroad act, and articles of association were filed in the
office of the Secretary of State on March 23, 1881.
The purpose of incorporation was the construction and
operation, in connection with the Buffalo, Cleveland &
Chicago Railway Company, of New York, the Buffalo &
Chicago Railway Company, of Pennsylvania, the New
York & Chicago Railway Company, of Ohio, and the
New York & Chicago Railway Company, of Indiana, in
corporated respectively at or about the same time in the
various States named, of a railroad from Buffalo to
Chicago.
These various companies were consolidated soon after
their incorporation, under the name of the New York,
Chicago & St. Louis Railway Company, and articles of
consolidation were filed on April 12, 1881, stating the
amount of capital stock to be $35,000,000, which amount
was increased one year later to $50,000,000.
Soon after the consolidation, the work of construc
tion was commenced, and on September 1, 1882, the
road was formally turned over to the company by the
contractors, and the entire line from Buffalo to Chicago
—512.54 miles—was put in operation The line is
known as the " Nickel Plate."
At the opening of 1885, the total liabilities of the
company were as follows:
Common stock
_
$28,000,000 00
Preferred stock
_
22,000,000 00
Funded debt
19.703,000 00
Floating debt
2,815,810 82
Total

-- -

872,518, 810 S2

"3

The result of the financial operations for 1884 were
as follows:
Total income
$ 3,028,82937
Operating expenses and taxes
2,073,135 59
Kxcess
$1,990,762 70
Less taxes
82,37289
$2,073,135 59
Net income
Interest and rentals

_

$ 955,693 78
1,526,627 23

Deficit for year
$ 570,933 45
The excess of assets over liabilities at the close of
1884 was $1,008,937.33.
I. Lk Grand Lockwood, local freight agent of the New
York, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, was born at Cincinnati, Ohio,
on February 2, 1S47. He was brought up and educated in Ken
tucky, where he attended the common schools and took a practical
course in a college. He afterward read law for a year, but. decid
ing not to pursue a professional career, he terminated his legal
studies and entered into the railway service. He first took a cleri
cal position in the claim department of the Baltimore & Ohio Rail
road Company, in 1S72, and retained that for one year. He was then
made chief clerk of the dlobe Fast Freight line, an auxiliary of the
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, with an office at Toledo, Ohio. He
occupied that position for about fifteen months, and was then placed
in charge of the station at Plymouth, Ohio, where he remained from
1S74 to 1880. He was, during the last named year, transferred 10
the station agency at Tiffin, Ohio, and, in August, 1S81, took a
similar position at Sandusky. In the fall of 1 88 1, the company
sent him to Chicago to manage their local freight business here.
One year later Mr. Lockwood resigned that position to take a more
remunerative and responsible office, that of a freight agent of the
Xew York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad. This position he holds at
the present time. Mr. Lockwood was married, in 1S76. to Miss Lillie
A. Bowlby, of Plymouth, Ohio. They have one daughter, — Lillie M.
CHICAGO & GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.
The Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway Company isthe
consolidation of several independent companies control
ling and operating a line from this city to Port Huron.
The names of the corporations, with brief sketches of
each, are as follows :
Port Huron & Lake Michigan Railroad Company, incorporated
on January 30, 1847. from Port Huron to "some point on Lake
Michigan at or near the mouth of Grand River."
Port Huron & Milwaukee Railroad Company, incorporated on
February 12, 1855. Line similar to that of the Port Huron & Lake
Michigan Company, with which it was finally amalgamated.
Peninsular Railroad Company, incorporated on October 3, 186;,
from Lansing to Battle Creek, Mich.
Peninsular Railroad Fxtension Company, incorporated on Jan
uary 3, 186S, from Battle Creek to the Indiana State line. On
r'ebruary 17, 1868, this company was consolidated with the former,
under the name of the Peninsular Railway.
Peninsular Railroad Company of Indiana, incorporated on
October 14, 1859, chartered to construct a railway through Indiana
Consolidated with the two companies last named, and the Penin
sular Railroad Company of Illinois, in May, 1870. The line from
Lansing to South Bend was completed and opened for traffic in 1872
Chicago^ Lake Huron Railroad Company, incorporated in Aug
ust, 1873. Formed by the consolidation of the Port Huron & Lake
Michigan and the Peninsular Railway companies. The section
from South Bend to Valparaiso was opened in October, 1873.
Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company (of Michigan),
incorporated in July, 1874, to construct the " missing link " between
Austin and Flint, was completed and opened by January 1, 1877.
Chicago & State Line Railway Company, incorporated in June,
187S, to purchase the Chicago & Southern Railroad, which had
been sold under decree of foreclosure on April 24, 1S78. Authority
was thus obtained to construct a continuous line of road from
Chicago to the Indiana State line.
Chicago & State Line Extension Railway Company, incorpor
ated in April, 1879, from the Indiana State line to Valparaiso.
Northwestern Grand Trunk Railway (of Michigan), incorpor
ated on August 23, 1879, to acquire, by transfer from the Master in
Chancery, under a degree in foreclosure, the railway property
between Port Huron and Flint.
Michigan Railway Company, incorporated on January 6, 1880,
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to acquire from purchasers under a previous foreclosure sale the
railway between Lansing and Milton.
Indiana Railway, incorporated on January 6, 1S80, to acquire,
in the same manner, the line from Milton to Valparaiso.
Northwestern Grand Trunk Railway (in Illinois and Indiana),
incorporated on September 3, 1879. Formed by the consolidation
of the Chicago & State Line Railway and Chicago & State Line
Extension Railway companies, with power to complete their road
from Chicago to Valparaiso, which section was opened for traffic on
February 8, 1880.
On April 7, 1880, was consummated the consolidation
of the various companies above enumerated, under the
name of the Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway Company.
The length of the line—exclusive of two short
branches aggregating 8.76 miles—is 330.5 miles. Its
capital stock is $6,600,000 ; its funded debt, at the close
of the year 1884, was $12,000,000; its floating indebt
edness at the same time was $696,221.60; the total lia
bilities aggregating $12, 896, 221. 60.
The following table shows the financial results of the
operation of the road during the first five years of its
existence :
Year.
1880
I88l
1882
1883
1884

Gross earnings.
$ 897,736
1,702,116
1,908,231
2,669,769
3,098,949

69
OO
18
93
2S

Year ending
June 30.

Total earning*
from all sources.

Operating expenses.

Net earnings.

1872
1873
1874

8287,470 34
654, S49 81
721.334 13

8162,544 40
417.314 18
444.335 OO

$124,925 94
237,535 63
276,990 13

It is apparent that, with a bonded debt of nearly
$4,000,000, bearing 7 per cent, interest in gold, it was a
mere question of time when the company should be
come insolvent; and, in 1875, the road passed into the
hands of a receiver, by whom it was operated until, in
1877, a reorganization was effected. The line passed
under the control of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois
Railroad Company on September 1 of that year.
On May 1, 1880, the company leased the Evansville,
Terre Haute & Chicago Railway, since which time it
has been operated as the Terre Haute Division of the
Chicago & Eastern Illinois line. Owing to the poor
condition of the property at the time of the lease, the

Operating expenses.
$ 743.352
I,365,t)02
1,607,6lS
1,926,697
2,346,066

George Bell Reeve, traffic manager of the Chicago i; Grand
Trunk and the Detroit, Grand Haven & Milwaukee railways, was
born in County Surrey, F^ngland, on October 23, 1840. He passed
the greater portion of his boyhood in his native land. When he was
twenty years old he entered the railway service, taking a position
as freight clerk, on May 1, 1S60, with the Grand Trunk Railway.
In 1862, having previously studied the science of telegraphy during
his leisure hours, he took a position as operator at the town of
Belleville, for the Grand Trunk, l-'rom 1863 to 1S64, he was train
dispatcher at Belleville, and the two following years he passed as
relieving agent on that line. Mr. Reeve has always been connected
with the Granil Trunk roads, and, from the date of his first employ
ment, has steadily gone upward till he has attained one of the most
responsible and exacting posts in railway service. In 1866, he was
appointed station agent at Belleville, and resided there for seven
vears. In 1873, he was appointed assistant general agent, with
headquarters at Montreal. He thus served the company until 1S81,
when he was made traffic manager of the Chicago & Grand Trunk,
and holds that position at the present time. In 1S84, he was also
intrusted with the duties of traffic manager of the Detroit. Grand
Haven & Milwaukee, a separate corporation from the Grand
Trunk, but controlled by the latter organization. In all lines of
business there are none which require men of such exceptional
ability as does the railroad service. It is only by a lifetime of ef
fort that such men as Mr. Reeve acquire the knowledge necessary
to satisfactorily handle the immense business which comes to our
leading railroad corporations. Mr. Reeve has worked his way by
unceasing toil, unswerving purpose, and unflinching determination.
CHICAGO & EASTERN ILLINOIS RAILROAD.
This company is the successor of the Chicago, Dan
ville & Vincennes, which was chartered in the winter of
1865-66, and first opened for travel, as far north as this
city, on January 1, 1870, having its general offices in
Chicago. The length of the line was 108 miles. Dur
ing the following year, an Indiana branch (subsequently
abandoned), from Bismarck to Snoddy*s Mills, was built,
a distance of twenty-four and one-half miles. The
value of the road and equipment at that time was esti
mated by the management to be $7,428,122.06. The
financial operations of the roads were not satisfactory.

96
16
39
03
65

Taxes.
$ 8,123
16,704
38,242
54,863
74,136

II
74
23
93
83

Net income.
$145,769
319,509
262,270
6S8,2o8
678,716

53
IO
56
97
40

Interest on bonds,
rentals, etc.
$lSl,5Il
319,509
262.270
685,652
681,273

OO
IO
56
iS
19

road was operated at loss until 1882. Since that time,
however, it has proved profitable. During the same
year, the directory made a contract for the construction
of a branch road of about seven miles, from Danville to
the coal fields of Grape Creek, in Vermillion County. A
contract was also made with the Chicago & Western
Indiana to build from South Englewood, on their line,
to South Chicago, and to grant the right of use of the
line.
Owing to the delay occasioned by the litigation be
tween the Lake Shore and the Chicago & Western
Indiana companies, over the question of crossing the
tracks of the former at Sixteenth Street, the company
was for several months confined to using the tracks for
their passenger trains only to the depot at Archer
Avenue, while the freight entered the city over the
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati & St. Louis Railway. The right
to reach the new passenger and freight depot, near the
corner of State and Polk streets, was obtained about
December 1, 1880, but the severity of the winter pre
vented a complete transfer of business until late in the
spring.
The mileage of the road was somewhat increased, in
1882, by the extension of the Grape Creek line, to a
junction with the Danville, Olney & Ohio River road,
and the building of a thirteen-mile branch line, known
as the Strawn & Indiana State Line road.
In 1883, the five lessees of the Chicago & Western
Indiana Railroad—namely, The Chicago & Eastern
Illinois, Wrabash, Grand Trunk, Louisville, New Albany
& Chicago, and Chicago & Atlantic companies,—be
came, by agreement, owners of equal shares in the prop
erty, including the Belt Railroad system around Chicago
and the Indiana elevator. The design of the erection
of a new and commodious passenger depot was at once
conceived, and steps were soon taken to carry the plan
into execution.
On July 19, 1885, a new steel bridge over the Ohio

22,
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River, at Henderson, was opened for traffic, thus giving
to the Chicago & Eastern Illinois, through its connec
tion with the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, an un
broken line to the South.
The following table shows financial results of the
operation of the road from its reorganization until June
3°. 1*85 :
Year ending

Gross receipts.

August 31, 1878 $ 784.555 76
831,899 18
August 31, 1879
August 31, 1880 1,020,794 56
1,289,237
64
June 30, 1881*June 30, 1882. . 1,692,266 47
June 30, 1883-. 1.759. '32 10
June 30, 1884.. 1,560,320 61
June 30, 1885.. 1,600,142 80

Operating
expenses.
$555,039
529,502
896,255
808,465
998,821
952,261
847.189
899,560

73
51
79
83
52
20
93
08

Net earnings.
$229,516
302,396
124.538
480,771
693,444
806,870
713,130
700,582

03
67
77+
81
95
90
68
72

•For ten months only.
tFor main line only.
William Armstrong, general solicitor of the Chicago &
Eastern Illinois Railroad, is a native of Indiana, having been born
on a farm near Vincennes, on January 17, 1849. His father was
John F. Armstrong. During his boyhood, William worked on
the farm in summer and in winter attended the country school,
till he was nineteen years of age. He then entered the Indiana
State University at Bloomington, where he remained for four years.
He had determined on entering the profession of law, and while in
college prepared himself for the work. He took a thorough classi
cal course of study, and, when he graduated, in 1872, he received
the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Law. Upon the completion of
his collegiate training he entered the office of General Shackleford,
at Evansville, Ind., and, under his direction, took a course in law
for the following two years. During these years he was obliged to
support himself on the munificent salary of S3 a week as a lawyer's
clerk. He slept on a cot in the office, and devoted himself night
and day to perfecting his studies, and though these years of pri
vation were hard to endure, the young man showed his willing
ness to submit to them until he could establish himself in
business, confident that then the results would be satisfactory. Upon
leaving General Shackleford's office, in 1874, he went to Washing
ton, Ind., and began practicing law. He continued there with
moderate success until January 1, 1881. He then made up his
mind to come to Chicago and launch out into a larger field, not
withstanding the advice of friends to remain where he was. They
were afraid the young lawyer would be unsuccessful in the metrop
olis, but he had the courage and determination to run the same risk
that many others had, and he opened an office here on the abovementioned date. Within a few months he was doing a very fine
practice, and when, in October of the same year, he was tendered
the general solicitorship of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Rail
road, he accepted, and began to see the dawn of his ambition.
Since that time Mr. Armstrong's practice has wonderfully increased,
till now he requires the aid of several assistants in his large cor
poration practice, to which class of litigation he devotes his whole
time. Personally, Mr. Armstrong is one of the most genial and
courteous of gentlemen, a hard worker, a thorough scholar and
learned in his profession. While those attorneys of the town
where he began his studies are making a living out of fees before a
justice's court, the young law student is now handling litigation
involving hundreds of thousands, which net him an income annu
ally far in excess of his early anticipations. Mr. Armstrong has
been very successful, but his is that success that comes from hard,
unyielding, conscientious devotion to purpose. He was married in
Rockport, Ind., on January 30, 1876, to Miss Alice Kercheval ;
they have two daughters, —Lavenia and Eugenia. Mr. Armstrong
has not been identified with politics since his residence in Illinois,
but has served four years on the Republican State Central Com
mittee of Indiana.
LOUISVILLE, NEW ALBANY & CHICAGO.
The New Albany & Salem Railroad Company was
organized on July 8, 1847, under a law of the State of
Indiana authorizing private companies to complete any
of the unfinished works of the State. On February 11,
1848, the State, by enactment, relinquished its rights to
improvements already made, and authorized the company
to extend the road. The road was completed from New

Albany to Michigan City (288.26 miles), and opened for
business on July 4, 1852; on October 4, 1859, the name of
the company was changed to the Louisville, New Albany
& Chicago Railway Company. On December 27, 1872,
its property was sold under a foreclosure of mortgage.
The bond-holders became the purchasers and a new
company was organized, under the present name, with a
capital stock of $3,000,000. A consolidation with the
Chicago & Indianapolis Air Line Railway Company was
effected on May 5, 1881, but the new corporation re
tained the name of the Louisville, New Albany &
Chicago Railway Company. The main line runs from
New Albany to Michigan City, and the Chicago & In
dianapolis Division runs from a point four miles west
of Indianapolis to Hammond, Ind., where a junction is
formed with the Chicago & Atlantic road, a distance of
158 miles. The total length of the road is 446 miles.
In reaching this city, the company use one and one-half
miles of the Chicago & Atlantic road and nineteen and
one- half miles of the Western Indiana road, for both
which it pays annual rentals.
The following statement shows the financial condi
tion of the company at the close of 1884 :
Capital stock
5.000,000 00
Funded debt
6,300,000 00
Floating debt
500,815 50
Total indebtedness
$11,800,815 50
A statement of the company's assets and liabilities
at the same time shows an excess of the former of
$14,421.97.
The net income from trafficfor 1884 was $263,455.32;
the amount paid for interest and rentals was $481,651.76;
leaving, as the result of the year's business, a loss of
$218,196.44, as against a profit for the year 1883
of $232,618.41.
John B. Carson is president of the Chicago & Western Indi
ana Railroad and the Belt Line Railway of Chicago, and vicepresident and general manager of the Louisville, New Albany &
Chicago Railroad. He is eminently one of those men who have
gradually grown into prominence in the business world, and whose
uprightness as a citizen and official have merited the esteem and
received the homage of his friends and the public. Mr. Carson is
endowed, by both birth and training, with a character that has served
him well as a basis for success in life. He was born in Lycoming
County, Penn., on October 23, 1833. He was the eldest son, and
enjoyed the advantages of the schools of his native town, and
during his youth studied and graduated at the Loch Haven (Penn.)
Academy, preparatory to entering Lafayette College. Owing to
financial reverses in his family he was obliged to forego the com
pletion of his studies, and commenced life for himself with a view
to the support of his mother and younger brothers. How well he
succeeded, the following years of his life give ample testimony. At
the age of eighteen he entered the railroad service as rodman in an
engineering party, in which department he continued for two years,
or until 1854, when he went into the freight office of the M.ichigan
Southern Railroad and took a position as clerk, where he remained
until 1857. Then commenced his rapid advancement in life. He
was appointed western agent for the New York Central Railroad,
with headquarters at Toledo, O., in which service he remained until
1866. Then he was made general freight agent of the Toledo,
Wabash & Western Railroad, now better known as the Wabash, St.
Louis & Pacific Railway. His headquarters were also in Toledo,
and he remained there until 1873. By this time, Mr. Carson's rep
utation as a successful railway official had become fully recognized ;
and at the earnest solicitation of the late James H. Rutter, president
of the New York Central Railroad, with whom he had been intimate
from boyhood, he returned to the service of that road, taking the
management of the " Blue Line," with headquarters in the city of
Rochester. He remained with them until 1S78, when he was
elected to the management of the Hannibal iy. St. Joseph Railroad.
During his connection with that corporation he administered the
affairs of the road with the most gratifying success. Taking the
management when it was at a very low ebb, he commenced a gen
eral reconstruction and brought it to a sound basis, and left it a
dividend-paying property and with a prominent position among the
first-class railroads of the country. After the line was purchased
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by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad and consolidated
with that system, Mr. Carson was elected vice-president, and held
that office until July, 1884. He was then elected to the vicepresidency and made general manager of the Louisville, New
Albany & Chicago Railroad, and was also elected president of the
Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad and the Belt Line Railway of
Chicago, taking up his residence in this city. John B. Carson ranks
among the most successful and prominent railroad managers of the
country, having by industry, economy and judicious invest
ments accumulated an ample fortune, and by his rare executive
ability and splendid social qualities achieved a position in the busi
ness and social world of which he may well feel proud. In the
midst of a competence accumulated through his own untiring indus
try, Mr. Carson still continues in the railway service from pure love
of his profession and desire for the work and excitement entailed
upon an officer of a large railway corporation. The young man
seeking a pattern for life need go no farther than this. Some per
haps may achieve fame and fortune under less trying circumstances
than those which surrounded Mr. Carson in his early manhood, but
there is no reason why honesty, industry and economy should not
result as proudly as in the case of John B. Carson. Mr. Carson
was married, in March, 1S54, to Miss Jennie E. Murray, daughter
of the late Robert E. Murray, of Cleveland. They have two
children. James D.Carson, their son, is at present general manager
of the Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad and the Belt Line
Railway of Chicago. Their only daughter is the widow of the late
managing editor of the Chicago Tribune, Samuel J. Medill, and
now resides with her parents in this city.
William R. Woodard, general superintendent of the Louis
ville, New Albany & Chicago Railroad, is the son of Isaac N. and
Mary A. Woodard, and was born on a farm in Shelby County,
Ohio, on August 10, 1841. The family removed to Sandusky City
when he was a young lad and there he was brought up and edu
cated at the public schools. In 1S54, he worked as messenger
in the telegraph office at Sandusky, Ohio, where he learned tele
graphy. He was afterward sent to Cleveland and Toledo as oper
ator and bill-clerk, in which cities he remained but a short time.
He then opened the first telegraph office in Oberlin, Ohio, on the
line of road now known as the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern
Railway, and then went to Elyria and other points for the Western
Union Telegraph Company for a short time. He afterward was lo
cated at Cincinnati in the employ of the same company as operator,
and, in 1S57, became connected with the Ohio & Mississippi Rail
road. For two years he acted in different capacities until he was
made general superintendent ; he thus had charge of the entire
transportation business of the line before he was eighteen years old.
There is no other instance of record where such a responsible
position was attained by so young a man. Mr. Woodard from the time
of his entry into the railway service was eager, ambitious and ener
getic, and being endowed with a robust constitution and unflagging
energy worked hard and faithfully in whatever capacity he was em
ployed. The officials of the Ohio & Mississippi quickly recognized
his worth and gave him the greatest opportunities for displaying his
ability. He remained with the road until 1866, when he accepted
the office of Aiperintendent of the Central Division of the Missouri
Pacific Railway. While acting in that capacity he also filled the
offices of general road master, superintendent of bridges, fuel
agent, and on through the grade of promotions till he
was made assistant to General Superintendent Robert Harris.
He was with him until about 1870, when he was made
general superintendent and superintendent of construction of the
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad. This road had only fiftynine miles of track laid at that time, and Mr. Woodard's services
were desired to complete the construction of the line. He con
structed six hundred and twenty-two miles of road-bed, laid the
track, and saw it completed, equipped and operated by himself for a
year before he left the company. Upon his withdrawal from the
Missouri, Kansas & Texas road, he decided to quit railroading. He
organized the Texas and Atlantic Refrigerator Company, at Denison, and they built refrigerator cars, ice-houses, dry-nouses, etc., at
a cost of §25,000. Mr. Woodard passed much of his time on the
Plains buying cattle, but, after he had been in this business about
ten months, upon returning to his hotel in Austin from a long cat
tle-buying expedition, he found a telegram offering him the position
of general superintendent of the Ohio & Mississippi line. It
caused a railroad fever to attack him, and he at once closed up his
affairs in Texas, and within a week was at his new post on the road
with which he was formerly employed. While there he was made
assistant to the vice-president, and so remained until the road was
purchased by the Baltimore & Ohio Company. This occurred in
the spring of 1876, and he then became connected with the Hanni
bal & St. Joseph Railroad as general road master, and superintend
ent of bridges and building and fuel agent, and was finally made
general superintendent. He was with that corporation seven or
eight years until his appointment as general manager of the Texas
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& St. Louis Railway was made. This road had considerable diffi
culty in sustaining itself, and, after a time, Mr. Woodard was ap
pointed receiver. He remained as such until May 1, 1885, when he
was tendered his present office by his former associate, John B. Car
son, and came to Chicago to accept the office of general superin
tendent of the Louisville, New Albany & Chicago Railroad. As a
telegrapher, Mr. Woodard was one of the very best in the country,
and stood high in the estimation of the late Tieneral Anson Stager,
when with the Western Union Company. He has achieved con
siderable distinction as a train dispatcher, being one of the fathers
of the system. As a railroad man, Mr. Woodard is thoroughly
practical, having a perfect knowledge of every detail connected with
the business. He has handled the shovel on a road-bed, laid rails,
driven an engine, run a train, performed clerical work in freight,
passenger and auditor's departments, built bridges, buildings and
railroads, operated the latter and held the receivership of a company,
and there is nothing in railroad work with which he is not thor
oughly familiar. Mr. Woodard was married on June 20, 1865, at
Seymour, Ind., to Miss Ella C, daughter of Rev. Mr. Booth.
They are the parents of two sons and a daughter. The eldest son
is named in honor of Thomas McKissock, who was general superin
tendent of the Missouri Pacific Railway when Mr. Woodard was
connected with that road; and the second son bears the name of
William Conlogue, general superintendent of the Ohio & Missis
sippi line. The little daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Woodard is named
Mary Adelaide Patti, the latter in honor of the noted diva. Mr.
Woodard is a 32° Mason and a member of Itasca Commandery,
K.T., of Quincy, 111.
CHICAGO & ATLANTIC RAILWAY.
The original name of this company was the Chicago,
Continental & Baltimore Railway Company, organized
under the general railroad law of Indiana on November
8, 1871. On November 28, 1871, had been organized,
under the general law of Ohio, the Baltimore, Pitts
burgh & Continental Railroad Company. On February
13, 1873, the name of the former was changed to the
Chicago & Atlantic Railway Company, and on August
8, 1873, the two companies were consolidated under
that name.
On November 1, 1880, the company leased from the
Chicago & Western Indiana road the use of their track
from Chicago to Hammond, Ind. (or State line), a
distance of 18 2 miles. The road from Marion, Ohio,
to Hammond, Ind. (249 miles), was turned over to the
consolidated company by the contractors on February
1, 1883. On April 12, 1883, the first train run between
Chicago and Huntington, Ohio; and from Huntington
to Marion, Ohio, on May 1, 1883. The first through
traffic was undertaken on June 17 of the same year.
At the close of 1884, the entire length of the main line
and branches owned by the company was 249.1 miles,
these figures being exclusive of the 18.2 miles, between
this city and the Indiana State line, leased from the
Western Indiana.
The company's total liabilities at the same time were
Capital stock.
$10,000,000 00
Bonded debt
6,500,000 00
Floating debt
2,358,095 45
Total
$18,858,095 45
The general balance sheet for the year showed a de
ficiency in assets of $749,176.22, and the financial
operations of the year showed a loss of $563,734.94.
John H. Parsons, superintendent of the Chicago & Atlantic
Railway, was born at Whitehall, N. V., on May 20, 1840. He
was reared in Wyoming County, in the western part of that State,
and obtained his education at the public schools. At the age of
nineteen, he entered railway service, and has since been identified
with that work. He first held a position at Burr Oak, Mich., with
the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad Company, in the
telegraph office, and was afterward operator at Bronson, on the
same line. After two years' service as station operator, he took
a similar position in the office of John D. Campbell, general super
intendent, at Adrian, Mich., in which he continued two years, and
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was then made ticket agent and operator at Coldwater, Mich. He
remained there for two years, and afterward was extra operator at
different points along the line. He subsequently went to Quincy,
Mich., as freight agent and operator, and held that position for
three years. In 1870, he was freight agent of the company at
South Bend, Ind., and the following year was road master of the
Lal'orte Division. In, 1872, he was made a division superintendent
and had charge of the Lansing Division, and there had his head
quarters. The following year he was promoted to the office of
superintendent of the Western Division, his office being located in
Chicago, lie tilled that position for ten years, and, on June 10,
1883, was tendered the promotion to superintendent of the Western
Division of the Chicago & Atlantic Railway, and holds that office at
the present time. Mr. Parsons is a vigorous and active worker,
and diligently conserves the interests of the Chicago & Atlantic
Railway. He was married, in Chicago, in 1882, to Kittie M. An
drews. Many years ago Mr. Parsons became connected with the
Masonic order, and is at present a member of South liend (Ind.)
Commandery, No. 13, K.T.
CHICAGO & WESTERN INDIANA RAILROAD.
This company was organized on June 6, 1879. The
articles of incorporation declared the object of the cor
poration to be the construction of a road from the In
diana State Line to and into the City of Chicago, at Van
Buren Street. The entire distance from the Indiana
line to its present terminus, at Polk Street, in this city,
is twenty-eight miles. The line was opened for opera
tion to Twelfth Street, Chicago, in December, 1880, but
its extension to Polk Street was not completed until
June, 1883.
On April 20, 1880, the South Chicago &: Western In
diana Railroad Company was organized. The proposed
line of road to be constructed by this company extended
from a point on the line of the Chicago & Western In
diana road,—near the intersection of the South Chicago
Branch of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific line,—to
a point on the north bank of the Calumet River.
On April 22, 1881, was organized the Chicago &
Western Indiana Railroad Company. The announced
object of the incorporators was to construct a line of
railroad between the towns of Hyde Park and Lake
View. It was built for the purpose of making a con
necting line between the several railroads in Cook
County, with a view to the transaction of a general
transfer business.
On January 26, 1882, the three companies above
named were consolidated under the name of the Chi
cago & Western Indiana Railroad Company.
On May 1, 1883, the consolidated company leased
to the Belt Railway Company of Chicago all that por
tion of its line of road known as the Belt Railway sys
tem, at an annual rental of $100,000.
The original Chicago & Western Indiana road is
operated under the following plan: The company fur
nishes terminal facilities to the Chicago & Eastern Illi
nois, the Chicago & Grand Trunk, the Wabash, St.
Louis & Pacific, the Louisville, New Albany '& Chicago
and the Chicago & Atlantic companies, for which the
latter pay their respective shares of the operating ex
penses and repairs (ascertained by the wheelage of each
over the company's tracks), and, in addition, a monthly
rental for the use of the yards, freight buildings and
track service.
The Belt Railway. —The Belt Railway Company
of Chicago was organized on November 22, 1882. The
object of the corporation was declared to be "to con
struct, complete and operate" a line of railroad which
was described as follows: "Beginning at a point on
Lake Michigan, near Belmont Avenue, in Lake View
Town, thence westwardly about six miles, to a junction
with the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, in the Town

of Jefferson; thence southwardly about thirteen miles
to near the centre of Section 2 7,Township 38, Range 13;
thence due eastwardly about four and one-half miles to
Stony Island Boulevard; thence eastwardly about one
mile, thence southwardly about five miles to a junction
with the main line of the Chicago & Western Indiana
Railroad, together with a branch to the lake at EightySeventh Street, and also such branches and turnouts as
may be necessary to reach warehouses, lumber or stock
yards, and docks in the vicinity of said line of road, all
of which is in Cook County; it being the intention that
this shall be a connecting line of railroad between the
several lines of railroad in Cook County, in order to
transact a general transfer business."
A lease was executed between the company and the
Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad Company, whereby
the latter turned over to the former all the above men
tioned line of road at an annual rental of $100,000, and
the Belt Railway Company of Chicago commenced to
operate the road on May r, 1883.
James D. Carson, general manager of the Chicago & Western
Indiana Railroad and the licit Line Railway of Chicago, was born
at Cleveland, O., on July 21, 1855. He is the son of John H. Car
son, one of the best-known railway men in the West. During his
boyhood the family resided qt Toledo, where he attended the pub
lic schools until he entered the Lehigh University, at Bethlehem,
Penn. He took a scientific course at that institution and paid par
ticular attention to the study of civil engineering. In June, 1S76,
Mr. Carson graduated from the University. In the year following
he was sent to the Pacific coast as western agent of the " Hlue
Line," the New York Central's fast-freight auxiliary. His head
quarters were at San Francisco, and he rilled the position with
great credit to the company and himself. In 1879, he came to
Chicago and engaged in the packing business. During 1881, Mr.
Carson was connected with an enterprise, the results of which
proved beyond question his executive ability. On June 15, of
that year, the first stone was laid for the Columbia (formerly Haverly's) Theater building, and, on October 12, following, the house
was opened to the public. It took just eighty days to build the
theater entire, and the whole supervision of the work was in the
hands of Mr. Carson. It was the quickest erection of a structure
of like dimensions and architecture ever made in this city. In No
vember, 1881, Mr. Carson was tendered the position of manager
for the Kansas City Union Depot Company, and he remained in
charge of their affairs until he resigned in September, 1084, which
he did in order to take the position of general manager of the Chi
cago & Western Indiana Railroad and the new Belt Line Railway
of Chicago. Mr. Carson has inherited all the executive ability anil
genial nature which has distinguished his father, and,. though he is
one of the youngest railroad managers in the West, the duties of
his position are transacted in such a manner as to win him a repu
tation as a successful railway official. Since his return to Chicago,
Mr. Carson has invested largely in real-estate, ind among the other
enterprises with which he has become identified is the Adams Ex
press Building, one of the notable edifices of the city. Mr. Car
son is a half-owner of the building. He was married, on Septem
ber 4, 1878, to Miss May Oakley, daughter of James W. Oakley, a
gentleman well-known in commercial circles of this city. They
have two children.
Joseph N. Ranney, general agent of the Chicago & Western
Indiana Railroad and the Holt Line Railway of Chicago, was born
at Columbus, O., on December 4, 1845. He was brought up in
his native city and received his education at the high school there.
When the War commenced, he was only sixteen years of age.
Notwithstanding his extreme youth, he was permitted to join Co.
" B," 3d Ohio Volunteer Infantry and went into active service, re
maining three years in the Army. His first introduction to War
was in McClellan's campaign in Virginia, in 1861, and he bore the
hardships and trials of army life with a courage worthy of an old
warrior. He was only wounded once, although he participated in
nearly all the principal battles. He was promoted from the ranks
to sergeant when with the Army of the Cumberland, and he fought
for the great cause till the cessation of hostilities. After the War
closed he took a position with the lialtitnore S: Ohio Railroad, as
clerk in their office at Columbus, and, during his three and a half
years' service with that company, was promoted to chief clerk. In
1869, Mr. Ranney came to Chicago and took the position of fore
man of the freight houses and yards of the Chicago, St. Louis &
Pittsburgh Railroad, at that time better known as the Pan Handle
Line, lie remained with that company until after the fire of 1871,
and then became local agent of the Chicago, Danville & Vincennes
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Railroad, which office he held until 1S7S. In 18S0, he took a posi
tion with the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, remaining with
them until he was called to his present position, on September 1,
1883. Mr. Kanney's duties with the Chicago iS: Western Indiana
Railroad and the Belt Line Railway of Chicago are such as require
the services of a person familiar with every detail of railroad man
agement, and his experience with leading western roads in the
past has served to make him perfectly competent for the responsi
ble position he now occupies. He was married, in 1S78, to Miss
Marlowe, of Chicago. They have three daughters,— Katharine,
Agnes and Frances.
PULLMAN'S PALACE CAR COMPANY.
The palace, drawing-room, sleeping and hotel cars
are so intimately asssociated in the mind of the travel
ling public with the name of Pullman, that George M.
Pullman has been very generally credited with having
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number of Pullman cars were running on the Michigan
Central road, under a ten years' contract.
The entering wedge was thus driven. The next
problem was the manufacture. The inventor and
patentee here found difficulties piled mountain high.
The ideas of Mr. Pullman were as pronounced as were
those of the car manufacturers, and an utter lack of
harmony was the result. Mr. Pullman soon abandoned
all hope of securing any satisfactory arrangement with
then existing factories, and established a shop of his
own. His difficulties may be imagined, when it is said
that the situation comprised comparative poverty on
the one hand, and on the other an incredulous public.
To insure success under such circumstances, more than
an ordinary measure of faith and perseverance was
necessary. In due time, however, success came. The
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originated the sleeping-car. This is not true. Sleep
ing-cars first came into use on railroads in 1857, and
very crude, uncomfortable arrangements they were.
Their average cost, each car, was $4,000. Imperfect as
they were, they were no sooner introduced than the
travelling public set upon them the seal of popular
approval in the form of a remunerative patronage.
Mr. Pullman was quick to see the possibilities of the
situation, and two years later he w-as busily engaged in
manufacturing better cars—palaces on wheels, with ele
vated tops, thoroughly ventilated and elaborately uphol
stered, the .average cost being $18,000. The project
was received by railroad magnates with smiles of in
credulity if not of derision. " He laughs best who
laughs last," however, and Mr. Pullman has lived to
verify, in his own experience, the truth of the old French
adage. John W. Brooks, of Boston, then president of
the Michigan Central Railroad, was one of the first to
appreciate the prospective value of the Pullman cars.
In compliance with a request from Mr. Brooks, Mr.
Pullman visited Boston, and very shortly thereafter a

first shops were opened in Detroit, and before the e
piration of 1881, the annual output was one hundred
and fourteen cars, or more than two completed each
week. Despite the increased capacity of these works,
the demand exceeded it. A still further enlargement
of the shops was made and other works located, until,
in January, 1883, the Pullman Palace Car Company
(which had been organized in 1880), employed a total
force of over seven thousand men, operated over one
thousand sleeping, parlor and hotel cars, and had build
ing and repairing shops at Pullman, III.; Philadelphia,
Penn.; Elmira, N. Y.; Detroit, Mich.; St. Louis, Mo.;
Derby, England; and in Italy.
In a general way, the contracts under which railway
companies use the Pullman cars aim to make the
former part owners, to the extent of three-fourths, the
Palace Car Company desiring to retain only a small in
terest, seeking profits mainly from manufacture. Where
companies do not care to purchase, the Pullman cars
are run independently—the railways pulling the cars
for the sake of the convenience afforded passengers,
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and the Pullman Company running the cars for the
privilege of incidental profits, the repairs of the car be
low the body being made at the expense of the railways.
The Detroit shops were selected for exclusive work
on palace cars, while at the Pullman shops were manu
factured passenger, baggage and express cars (the
capacity of the Pullman shops being twenty-five cars a
day), as well as complete equipments for passenger rail
ways. Thus, as may be readily conceived, the combined
business of the Pullman Palace Car Company aggre
gates many millions of dollars a year, and employment
is given to thousands of skilled mechanics and ordinary
laborers.
As the business of the company increased in magni
tude, the advantage of centralizing manufacturing facili
ties became apparent. Coupled with this was the well
formulated (though as yet unannounced) plan of Mr.
Pullman to found a manufacturing community which
should be without parallel in point of morals; from
which should be excluded the refractory and contam
inating elements found in other communities, and
which should contain only temperate and industrious
workmen; which should assist to elevate the character
and condition of all classes, and give to them and
their families those advantages and facilities for mental
and moral education which their wages alone would not
secure for them in the outside world. To say, however,
that the project had its origin solely in sentimental con
siderations for the working classes would be untrue.
It was Mr. Pullman's idea to demonstrate that such
advantages and surroundings make better workmen by
removing from them the feeling of discontent and
desire for change which so generally characterizes the
American workman, thus protecting the employer from
the loss of time and money consequent upon intemper
ance, labor-strikes and dissatisfaction, which generally
result from poverty and uncongenial home surroundings.
Mr. Pullman has invested $5,000,000 in the town of
Pullman. The original purchase of land embraced three
thousand five hundred acres, of which five hundred were
conveyed to the Pullman Palace Car Company (which,
by the terms of its charter, was not permitted to acquire
or hold more land than sufficient for its actual manufac
turing needs), and the remaining three thousand acres
to the Pullman Land Association. In this way, control
was maintained over the site for a large city ; objection
able characters and business were excluded; and a city
was built of uniform beauty. The average monthly
rental of rooms, inclusive of all the houses in Pullman,
is $3 30. This includes the better class of houses, occu
pied by officials, merchants and professional and business
men. The average monthly rental of rooms, including
basements used as kitchens and dining-rooms in houses
occupied wholly by operatives, is $2.50. The latter
figures are about the same as those for neighboring
towns, occupied by manufacturing operatives. It should
be remembered, however, that the houses in Pullman are
built of brick, on broad, paved, shaded streets, with a
perfect system of sewerage and drainage, and supplied
with the modern conveniences and comforts of gas,
water, and complete sanitary arrangements. In addi
tion to these advantages, there are excellent schools,
good markets, an admirable fire department, churches
suitable to almost every phase of religious belief, a the
ater perfect in its appointments, and a splendid library.
The total amount of money paid to employes at
Pullman, during the fiscal year ending July 31, 1885,
was $2,160,241.20. The average number of operatives,
including women and children, with the average earn
ings per day, are shown in the following table:

number Av. pay
Total payments Av.
operatives. per day.
$1,328,461
Car Works
Town of Pullman, including
brick yards, carpenter shops,
railroad, farm, gas and water
380,661
works, etc
358,050
65,875
Pullman Iron and Steel Co.
27,193
Allen Paper Car-wheel Co

60

2,3=9

40
00
OO
20

686
55°
125
51

$2,160,241 20

3.741

$1 84

1
2
i
1

79
10
70
72

$1 86

The census of the town, taken on July 28, 1885,
showed the following results: Population: men, 3,752;
women, 1,945; children, 2,906; number of families,
1,381 ; average number of persons to each household, 6.2;
average number of children to each household, 2.1; aver
age number of children in daily attendance at school,
953. Annual death rate, 7 in 1,000 (believed to be the
lowest death rate in the world); annual birth rate, 46J/2
in 1,000.
That the employes are reasonably prosperous is
shown by the following statement from the savings
department of the Pullman Loan and Savings Bank :

August 1, 1884
August 1, 1885
October 13, 1885

Number of
accounts.

Balance on
deposit.

Average
each account.

518
625
652

$ 83.943
98,605
108,200

$145 23
157 76
165 95

During the fiscal year ending July 31, 1885, renewals
of contracts were made with the New York, Lake Erie
& Western Railway and leased lines, and with the Penn
sylvania Railroad Company, including all lines owned
anil operated by it. These renewals, together with new
contracts, entered into with several smaller lines of rail
road, cover a mileage of 12,234 miles, making the total
mileage of contracts then existing 71,439 miles.
George Francis Brown, general manager of Pullman's Pal
ace Car Company, was born on October 1, 1843, in Chicago. He
is the son of Simeon B. and Minerva (Townsend) Brown, and the
place of his birth was opposite the old William B. Ogden homestead
on the North Side. He was educated in the public and private
schools of Bloomington, III., and the academy at Galesburg. His
entry into active business life was at the outbreak of the War, when
he became chief clerk to his father, who had been commissioned cap
tain and assistant quartermaster of United States Volunteers. He
remained in this position until the close of the War, at which time
he was stationed at Nashville, Tenn. In July, 1867, he went to
Clarksville, Tenn., as secretary and treasurer for the receiver of the
Memphis, Clarksville & Louisville Railroad. Returning North in
the fall of J868, he entered the employment of the Illinois Central
Railroad, and remained with that corporation for one year; first as
agent in charge of war claims and later as contracting agent in the
freight department. In the fall of 186(9, he was elected "secretary of
the lJloomington Insurance Company, with headquarters at Bloom
ington, 111., where he remained until the spring of 1 87 1 , when he
came to Chicago and entered into mercantile business, which term
inated in the conflagration of October 9 of that year. In December,
1871, he entered the service of Pullman's Palace Car Company, in
the general superintendent's office. In 1873, he was promoted to be
assistant to the general superintendent; in October, 1880, was made
acting general superintendent; in December, 1880, was appointed
general superintendent; and on May 1, 1885, was promoted to the
position of general manager. Mr. Brown was married on Septem
ber 27, 1865, to Miss Catherine Wager, of Philadelphia, Penn., and
they have two children,—Charles Edward and George Francis.
Robert Barry, superintendent of the Central Division of
Pullman's Palace Car Company, was born in New York City on
March 31, 1851, the son of James and Catherine (O'Neil) Barry.
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He received his education at the common schools and the free acad
emy of his birthplace, and remained at home until his departure for
Chicago, where he arrived in September, 1871. In November,
1871, he entered the service of Pullman's Palace Car Company as
clerk in the purchasing department, this being his first commercial
experience as well as his entry into the railway business. In April,
1873, he became cashier of the Detroit office of the Pullman system,
where he remained until 1874. when he was made cashier of the
New York office of this company, and there remained until 1880.
He then traveled for one year in the interests of the Pullman Com
pany. In 1881, when Mr. Brown was appointed superintendent,
he designated Mr. Barry assistant superintendent, which position he
retained until he was appointed to his present position, to date May
I, 1885.
Edward Adams Jewett, superintendent of the Chicago
Division of Pullman's Palace Car Company, was born on July 18,
1838, at St. Johnsbury, Vt., his father, Ephraim Jewett, being a
merchant of that place. In 1857, young Jewett graduated from
Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., and subsequently took a partial
course at Harvard University. Ill health, however, obliged him, in
1859, to sever his connection with the University. He afterward
entered the employ of a large wholesale boot and shoe house in
Boston, remaining with that establishment until 1861. During that
year he was sent to Burlington, Vt., to settle up the affairs of a
boot and shoe store which was owing his house a large amount.
He not only settled up its business but purchased the establishment
himself, and conducted the enterprise for four years. Mr. Jewett
was afterward engaged for a time on the construction of a railroad
between Swanton, Vt., and St. John's, Quebec—a section which
subsequently became a portion of the Central Vermont Railroad.
From 1866 to 1870, he was in the Government service as deputy
collector of Internal Revenue, at Burlington. For the succeeding
three years he engaged in the book and stationery business, and, in
May, 1873, removed to Chicago and became connected with Pull
man's Palace Car Company during the succeeding July. From that
time until June I, 1874, he held the position of assistant to the
superintendent of the Chicago Division. Upon the latter date he
was appointed to his present post of honor and responsibility. Mr.
Jewett is a Mason of high standing, being a member of Washington
Lodge, Burlington Chapter and Council,of Burlington,Vt. ; Chevalier
Bayard Commandery, of Chicago, and Boston (Mass.) Consistory.
He has served as District Deputy Grand Master of the State of
Vermont for one year; Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter for
two years; and Grand Generalissimo of the Grand Commandery for
one year. Mr. Jewett was married, in 1870, to Jennie M. Ilubbell,
a member of an old and respected Vermont family.
Alfred Ennis, general counsel of Pullman's Palace Car
Company, was born on June 24, 1837, in Morgan County. Ind ,
the son of Mitchell and Nancy (Trent) Ennis, who were among
the early settlers in Central Indiana. In 1855, he entered Franklin
College, Indjana. He was a faithful and laborious student, and, by
means obtained from teaching in the district schools and from farm
labor, he continued his attendance at college several terms, devot
ing all his spare time to study—studying at night and on Sundays,
when away from his classes. In 1858, without solicitation, he was
tendered the position, which he accepted, of chief clerk and sales
man in the dry goods house of Parks & Hite, the largest and
wealthiest mercantile firm at the county -seat of his county. In
March, 1859, his father died, and Mr. Ennis at once returned
home, where, with his two brothers, he took charge of and culti
vated the farm that seascn. He was appointed administrator of his
father's estate. The duties thus imposed necessitated his reading
the statutes of the State, which resulted in his forming a desire to
study law. He read Blackstone's Commentaries during the sum
mer of that year. When the principal part of the farm work was
done for that season, he taught school, in his home district, from
which he realized sufficient money to enable him to attend a law
school, at Indianapolis, conducted by Honorables Jonathan W. Gor
don, Napoleon B. Taylor and John Coburn. At the close of
this school he entered the senior class of the law school of the
Northwestern Christian University, at Indianapolis, from which he
graduated in the spring of i860, and again returned home. He
was soon employed to commence suits and conduct trials in his
neighborhood. His first case was of a novel character and without
a precedent. A man named Hall, seeing a swarm of bees pass in
the air, pursued them, making the necessary effort to stop them.
As a result, he succeeded in settling them on a small tree on the
land of a man named Hess. Hall returned home for a hive ; while
gone, Hess, who lived near by, discovered the bees thus settled,
felled the tree, hived the bees, and carried them away. Hall claimed
the bees. Hess refused to give them up. Hall applied to Mr.
Ennis for counsel, who advised the commencement of an action of
replevin. The action was commenced. On the dav of the trial,
Mr. Ennis, armed with such authorities as he could obtain, ap
peared for Hall. He fully recognized the fact that this was the

then most important event of his life. He took the position that
bees, although fera; natura: and not the subject of absolute property,
might be subdued and reclaimed, when they would become the sub
ject of qualified property and ownership ; that the pursuing and
settling of the bees by Hall was such a subduing and reclaiming of
the same as to give him a qualified property and ownership in them.
Mr. Ennis's reasoning had its desired effect. A decision was ren
dered in favor of Hall. The victory thus achieved was complete,
and was soon followed by others. In the fall of 1S60, Mr. Ennis
opened a law office at Martinsville, Ind. He soon formed a law
partnership with the Hon. Samuel H. Buskirk, subsequently one of
the judges of the Supreme Court of Indiana. On November 29,
i860, Mr. Ennis was married, at Manchester, Ind., to Miss Almarinda Baldridge. From this time forward, Mr. Ennis succeeded in
his profession far beyond his most sanguine expectations. In the
summer of 1863, the law partnership existing between Mr. Buskirk
and Mr. Ennis was dissolved by mutual consent, the warmest
friendship and personal esteem ever afterward existing between
them. At this time, Mr. Ennis took into partnership James V.
Mitchell, a worthy and highly respected young lawyer of his
county. This co-partnership continued until the beginning of
1864. Mr. Ennis then formed a law partnership with Cyrus F.
McNutt, subsequently professor of law in the State University of
Indiana. In 1866, Mr. Ennis joined the Christian Church, of
which he has since lived a worthy member. In the spring of 1867,
Mr. Ennis visited the South on business in the line of his profession,
stopping at Louisville, Mobile, New Orleans, Sabine Pass.Texas, and
Jackson, Miss. In the fall of 1867, the law partnership existing
between Mr. Ennis and Mr. McNutt was dissolved by mutual con
sent. At this time, Mr. Ennis fitted and furnished his law offices
in most excellent style, at the same time adding many new volumes
to his then large law library. In the spring of 1869, Mr. Ennis
visited England on business. Before starting, he was presented
with many kind, letters of introduction and commendation to many
distinguished persons both in this country and in England, among
which may be mentioned one from Hon. Thomas A. Hendricks,
afterward vice-president of the United States. Mr. Ennis visited
Liverpool and Chester, and spent a month in London, where he at
tended sessions of the various courts and saw the practical admin
istration of justice under the old common law and equity forms of
procedure. Mr. Ennis next visited France, first stopping in Paris,
where he attended sessions of the various courts. He also visited
Scotland and Ireland, sailing for home from Queenstown. In
the fail of 1869, he completed and moved into one of the finest res
idences in his county. In 1870, Mr. Ennis took into partnership
with him, Ambrose M. Cunning, this partnership continuing until
the summer of that year, when Mr. Cunning removed to an adjoin
ing county. In the summer of 1870, Mr. Ennis visited Kansas,
stopping at Topeka. While there, he determined to remove to that
State, and, on June 29, 1871, with his family, left Martinsville,
Ind., to take up his residence in Topeka. Before his departure, he
was visited by his brother-members of the Bar of the place, who, as
a token of their respect and esteem, presented him with a series of
highly commendatory preambles and resolutions, which had been
previously adopted at a meeting of the Bar held in his absence and
without his knowledge. Mr. Ennis soon opened a law office in
Topeka. His success was complete. lie had a very extensive ac
quaintance, consequently his clients were not confined to this coun
try, but extended to England. His business was large, probably
second to that of no other lawyer in the West, and he stood at the
head of his profession. In the summer of 1882, Mr. Ennis, accom
panied by his family, took up his residence in Boston, where he re
mained for something over one year, attending to his business in
terests, which had necessitated his removal there. In the summer of
1884, Mr. Ennis located in Chicago, where he took charge of the
legal department of Pullman's Palace Car Company. As a thor
ough, energetic, hard-working lawyer, business man and diplomat
he has but few equals. He is thorough to a fault, has confidence
in his own judgment, and is self-reliant. He has great power of
legal analysis, and is, therefore, a convincing forensic debater.
He possesses a kind, generous, liberal disposition, but has great
firmness. His labors have been blessed. He is the possessor of a
comfortable competency of his own making. In politics, Mr.
Ennis is now and has ever been a democrat. While of very posi
tive political opinions, he does not allow himself to devote time to
politics. He is a Royal Arch Mason and a Knight Templar; has
also received the degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
Mr. Ennis has four children,—Lillie Alice, Walter Baldridge, Luna
May and Alma Viola.
Thomas H. Wickes, western general superintendent of Pull
man's Palace Car Company, was appointed to his present position
on May 1, 1885, and his promotion was but the natural result of
long, faithful and able service. For over seventeen years he has
been in the employ of the company, first entering their service in
April, 1S68, as assistant to the agent at St. Louis. From 1870, to
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May, 1873, he acted as assistant superintendent, and from May,
1S73, until May, 1S85, he held the position of division superin
tendent, during the entire period his headquarters l>eing in St.
Louis. When he received his last promotion he was transferred to
Chicago. Mr. Wickes is a native of England, having been born in
Leicestershire, on August 28, 1846, the son of Charles W. and Eliza
beth (Wright) Wickes. He came to this country in 1S66, and, after
spending a short time with a brother in Canada, was called to St.
Louis to enter the employ of Pullman's Palace Car Company.
Francis William Russell, chief bookkeeper of Pullman's
Palace Car Company, and the son of Charles Russell, of Karnham,
County of Surrey, in England, was born at Battersea, in that
county, on November 6, 1838. He received his education at pri
vate schools in Kent and at Chelsea College. In 1852, he left
school, and from that date, until 1S68, was engaged in the parlia
mentary printing business in Westminster. In the latter year he
became a partner in a floor-cloth manufacturing concern in London,
where he continued until the close of 1S70, when he came to this
country. Arriving in New York he at once proceeded to Chicago,
and took a position with Pullman's Palace Car Company, in which
service he has since continued. His first work was as assistant in
the office of his brother, Charles H. Russell, who was at that time
the auditor of the company. Later he became chief accountant,
and, since then, chief bookkeeper, which latter post he still occu
pies. Mr. Russell was married at the parish church of St. Mary
Lambeth, in England, on July 31, 1861, to Miss Amelia Maria
Gibb, daughter of Richard Holt Gibb, of London. The children
living are five sons and one daughter. The first two were born in
London, the others in Chicago. Their names are Sidney George,
Reginald Charles, Stanley Edgar, Richard Clarence, Francis Albert,
and Emily May. Mr. Russell has for years taken an active part
in the workings of the Protestant Episcopal Church. He is a
vestryman of Grace Church Parish, Hinsdale, and at one time was
choir-master of the church.
William A. Angell, purchasing agent of tollman's Palace
Car Company, is one of the oldest of the officials of that company,
and one who, since his long residence in this city, has made an
enviable record for probity, industry and perseverance.
In connection with the palace-car portion of the rail
road interests of this city, a sketch of Zenas Cobb is
given. From that biography can be gathered the
claims that gentleman makes to the invention of a
sleeping-car:
Zenas Conn, inventor of the sleeping-car and an early citizen
and business man of Chicago, came here in 1845. He comes of a
stock where industry and intelligence have been leading character
istics. His father, Zenas, and mother, Eleanor, were old residents
of New York State, the former being quite celebrated as an inventor
in his time. To him is credited the first church clock and the steel
audiphone, and he also invented the first machine for making wooden
screws. He was foreman in the foundry of Dr. Knott, the college
president at Schenectady, and up to the time of leaving business
was famous as a progressive man in ironmongery. The son received
his education in his native place, Albany, where he was born on
September 19, 1817, and at the age of seventeen entered a typefoundry and learned the rudiments of that trade. In 1836, he
joined his brother Elijah, in the boating business, and they ran
two or three boats from I lammondsport, on Crooked Lake, to New
York. He abandoned this service about four years later and came
West, settling at Cleveland and assuming charge of the business of
his brother, Ansel R. Cobb, then largely engaged in marine busi
ness. He remained with him for five years and then came to Chi
cago. Mr. Cobb's first venture was in the lumber line, and his yard
was an old landmark near the junction of the two branches of the
river, at Fulton Street. He associated two partners with him in
the business, but was unfortunate in his dealings with them, and
for nearly twelve years was involved in litigation over their connec
tion with the business. In 1857, Mr. Cobb went into the real-estate
business, and continued in that line until ten years after the panic,
during that period devoting his time to invention, and meanwhile
handling many pieces of property that have had a historical bearing
in the progress of the city. In 1853, Mr. Cobb invented the sleep
ing-car berth, being five or six years in advance of inventors in this
line, who came later into the field. He did not fully comprehend
the value of the invention at that time, for like all innovations it
evoked some prejudice. George M. Pullman made Mr. Cobb an
offer of &i,ooo for his device, which the latter accepted. Although
Mr. Cobb claims to be the original inventor of the system of sleep
ing cars, yet the practical application of the device and its utili
zation by improvements which have constantly arisen from time to
time, is due to Mr. Pullman, says Mr. Cobb, as is the credit of their
present utility and the necessity which they have become to the
traveling public. Therefore, in strict justice it may be said, that
with Mr. Cobb originated the embryo, but to Mr. Pullman is due

its development, culture and utility. The original combination of
forming a bed from a seat and back was implied in the letters-patent,
and several minor improvements went with the same. In 1S67, Mr.
Cobb was attracted to the Pennsylvania oil regions by the excite
ment of the hour, his genius finding new fields for the exercise of its
inventive abilities. He was given charge of the Humboldt refining
works, at Plummer, Venango Co., and there invented a new system
for the continuous distillation of oil through one cylinder. Mr.
Cobb's invention triplicated the quantity of oil in treatment and
simplified the cleaning process by connected stills, so as to feed at
one end and draw the residuum from the other. The result was a
production of better oil and an advanced run of from sixty to four
hundred barrels a day; and had the apparatus been of the size now
employed, as high as three thousand barrels could have been pro
duced. Mr. Cobb, engrossed with business, neglected to patent
this valuable invention, and others, perceiving its utility, modified
its form and benefited by the primal results of his genius. In lS6g,
Mr. Cobb returned to Chicago and engaged in the manufacture of
car-seat springs at No. 292 West Adams Street, supplying the entire
Pullman service in this line. In 1875, he removed to the corner of
Dearborn and Kinzie streets, where he remained until early in 1885,
when he abandoned that business and engaged in fruit-growing at
Los Angeles, Cal., his health demanding a change of climate. His
inventions, embracing a theater - seat, patent plow and other im
portant improvements, cover many branches of general utility, but
he has made a specialty of none of these, his executive force seem
ing to lie in rapid construction, prompt operation, and as ready an
application to some new demand of necessity as it arises. Mr.
Cobb has two sons, named Samuel H. and Henry IS., both of whom
were formerly associated with him in the car-seat spring industry,
and who are now engaged in this city. At an advanced age, Mr.
Cobb is still in a vigorous prime, although failing eyesight has
clouded the complete enjoyment of the ripened years of a life wellspent. His mission has been busy and successful, and from his ad
vent into Chicago until the present time, his career has been one of
honorable business enterprise, of strict personal integrity, and ot
practical usefulness to the community of which he is a valued
and esteemed member.
Commissioners.—As an important addendum to the
railroad history, is presented a sketch of one of the
commissioners whose labors in behalf of the corpora
tions have made them important factors of railroad
interests :
Lloyd Durant Richardson, commissioner of the Chicago
and Ohio River Pool, was born in Swanzey, N. H., on April 21,
1827. He attended the schools of his native town, and after
finishing his studies, he entered into railroad work on April 1, 1S45.
Mr. Richardson is among the longest-in-service men of the country,
having been connected with railroads for the past forty years, and
has drawn a salary from some corporation every thirty days, with
the exception of a single month, during that long period. He first
went to work on the railroad track of the Boston <& Albany road as
repairer, and afterward engaged with the New York & New Haven
line in the construction department. He then took the position of
conductor on that road. He was thus employed until he went to
work on the Cheshire Railroad, remaining there only a short time,
when he was appointed general agent at Boston for the Fitchburg,
Cheshire and Bennington & Rutland railroads. Mr. Richardson
was their representative until April 1, 1867, having served them for
fourteen years. In 1807, he decided to come West, and having
been offered the position of traveling auditor for the Chicago, Mil
waukee & St. Paul Railway, accepted, and located in Milwaukee.
He remained there but a short time, however, coming to Chicago on
March I, 186S, when he took the office of general agent for the
" Green Line." This place he held up to 1874, and was then made
traffic manager of the Kankakee and Green lines. In November,
1883, Mr. Richardson's abilities were so highly appreciated by the
various lines which he now represents, that they elected him to the
commissionership of the Chicago and Ohio River Pool, which com
prises the following corporations : Jeffersonville, Madison & Indi
anapolis Railroad, Indiana, liloomington & Western Railway, Louis
ville, New Albany & Chicago Ry., Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St.
Louis & Chicago Ry., Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton R. R.,
Chicago & Eastern Illinois R. R., Chicago, St. Louis & Pittsburgh
R. R. and the Illinois Central R. R. During and prior to his term
of service as general agent for the Kankakee and Green lines, Mr.
Richardson was for eighteen years the Chicago representative of the
famous Diamond Jo Line of Mississippi steamers. Mr. Richardson
has been married three times; first in October, 1847, at Keene, N.
II. , to Miss Martha Herrick, who died September 19, 1849. Mr.
Richardson married a second time to Miss Cornelia McLean, on
September 5, 1851. at Worcester, Mass., who died December 31,
1863. On September 12, 1865, Mr. Richardson was married to
Miss Josephine Stratton, at Swanzey, N. H.; they have one son
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living. He has been a member of the Masonic fraternity since
1858, and is a Past Eminent Commander of Chicago Commandery,
No. Iq. K.T.,and a member of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32".
The Chicago Freight Bureau was organized at
a meeting held on August 30, 1883, at which time a
constitution and by-laws were adopted and the follow
ing officers and executive committee were elected:
A. C. Bartlett, president; Edson Keith, vice-president; Simon
Reid, treasurer; and Frank M. Blair, secretary. M. Selz, J. V.
FarweU, Jr., J. J. Parkhurst, John Tyrrell, W. H. Kellogg, J. H.
Bradley, J. W. Ellsworth, and W. H. Sard, committee.
The work of this 'association is defined by the con
stitution as follows :
" The object of the Bureau shall be to give the Railroad and
Transportation Companies such information regarding the various
lines of goods it represents as shall insure their proper classifica
tion; to secure freight rates to all shipping points that shall in no
case discriminate against Chicago; to assist in adjusting claims for
losses, damages or overcharges; and to render its services to mem
bers individually and collectively in all matters pertaining to the
transportation of merchandise and the extension of the trade of
Chicago."
It was originally intended to embrace a membership
of about fifty merchants and manufacturers, but at the
first meeting over one hundred firms were represented,
and a subsequent meeting, and the result of a short
canvass, was to enroll a membership of about two hun
dred and fifty leading Chicago merchants and manufac
turers. The commissioner, the only salaried officer of
the Association, is Cassius M. Wicker, who represents
the members and their various interests before the Rail
way and Transportation Lines, and from his intelligent
action the members of the Association have derived
great benefit.
The policy of the Bureau has always been to work
with, and has never yet found it necessary to antag
onize, the railways. Necessarily, the actions of the Bu
reau, to a great extent, remain unpublished, the
members interested in the various changes being pri
vately advised. The management believe, and have
acted upon the principle, that the railways desire to be
advised of the wants of their patrons, and the Associa
tion undertakes to lay before the roads the unanimous
desires of the merchants and manufacturers, and expe
rience shows that such information is very acceptable
to the Railways and Transportation Lines throughout
the country.
C. M. Wicker, the commissioner, has been connected with
the Bureau since its establishment. He was born in Addison
County, Vt., in 1844, the son of Cyrus Washburn and Maria
(Delight) Wicker, and received his education at Williston Academy
and Middlebury, Vermont. When he attained his majority, he
left his native State and settled in St. Louis, Mo., where he be
came an employe in a wholesale and retail grocery. He remained
there a little less than a year, and left to take charge of the Star
Union Line's business at East St. Louis, where he remained for
that company, and later in charge of the St. Louis Transfer Com
pany's teams, for two years. He then took charge of the interests
of the People's Despatch Fast Freight Line, an offshoot of the then
existing Merchants' Union Express Company at St. Louis. He
was there for a year, after which he entered the service of the old
North Missouri, now a part of the Wabash Railroad, as Chinese
Emigration Agent, with his headquarters at St. Louis. In his
capacity of Emigration Agent, Mr. Wicker was, for once in his
lifetime, connected with an unsuccessful enterprise. This was an
effort to supply Coolie labor to the South after the War; but the
impoverished condition of that section of country, precluded success
attending any project where the employment of a large amount of
capital was requisite. Seeing no hope for the Coolie trade, he was
made assistant general freight agent of the North Missouri Kailroad Company, and occupied that position for one and a half years.
During the summer of 1871, Mr. Wicker was offered the position
of assistant general freight agent of the Chicago & North-Western
Railroad, and assumed the duties of that office on August I of that
year. During the five years that he was with that company, among
other things, he settled the fire-claims of the company, resulting from
the fire of October 9, 1871. In December, 1876, he accepted the
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position of general agent of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in this
city, remaining in that position, as general agent or assistant gen
eral freight agent, and, later, as traffic manager of the division west
of the Ohio River, until January 1, 1880. At that time all the offices
of the Trans -Ohio Divisions, except the operating department,
were removed to and consolidated with the general offices of the Bal
timore 6t Ohio road, at Baltimore. In January, 1SS0, Mr. Wicker
took charge, as manager, of two iron mines in Northern Michigan,
and retained that position, working the property until the depres
sion of the iron interest of 1883, when the mines were closed, as
were nearly all others in that section. Mr. Wicker then took
charge, as general manager, of several coal mines located at
Springfield, Braidwood and Tracy, Illinois, the same parties being
interested in the coal, as were interested with him in the iron;
mines, whose management had been intrusted to Mr. Wicker, the
corporation being known as the Central Illinois Coal Company.
In the fall of 1883, the Chicago Freight Bureau was organized, and
Mr. Wicker was asked to meet the executive committee, which con
ference resulted in the proffer of, and acceptance, by him, of the
office of commissioner, a position he has filled thoroughly to the
satisfaction of the Bureau since that time. He still retains his
stock, and the position of director, in the Central Illinois Coal Com
pany. Mr. Wicker was married on June 5, 1872, at Lebanon, 111.,
to Miss Augusta C. French, the eldest daughter of the late Gov
ernor Augustus C. French, of this State. They have three chil
dren,—Henry Halladay, Lucy Southworth and Cyrus French.
Ticket Brokers.—This class of business men has
become one of great importance to the travelling com
munity, and, although their relations to various railroads
are sometimes a little tinged with hostility, the benefit
the public derive is very often financially appreciable.
As representatives of this branch of business some
sketches of leading firms are subjoined.
J. J. Walser & Co., at No. 93 South Clark Street, is one of
the three responsible firms in the railroad ticket brokerage business
in Chicago. They are members of the American Ticket Brokers'
Association, and guarantee all their transactions with the public.
The business was begun in this city about 1S70, and increased in a
hap-hazard way till 1S79, when the Association was formed to pro
tect the brokers as well as the railroads from fraudulent tickets, passes
and spurious paper. Mr. Walser began, in 1875, at No. 75 South
Clark Street, and did a business of about $20,000 the first year.
He was then his own clerk, cashier and errand boy. Now he
has a partner, ten employes and a trade that, in 1884, equalled
$800,000. In 1878, to get more room and less rent. No. 93 South
Clark Street was chosen as an office and the change to the present
location was made. The business is yet in its infancy, but experi
ence amply demonstrates the fact that it can be legitimately carried
on with profit to the brokers and the public and accommodation to
the railroads. The broker acts as a middleman between the rail
road company and the traveller, and deals principally on regular
coupon tickets, bought in blocks to sell at some specified future
time, and usually working with an understanding with the railroad
company.
J.J. /frt/jo-was born in Germany, in 184S, in Baden, and is
the only child of Joseph and Emma Walser. His father was a
stone and brick mason, a contractor and builder, and removed to
New Orleans in 1853, an<J afterward to Chicago, in 1855. Mr.
Walser is a member of Harlem Lodge, No. 540, A.F. & A.M.; of
Cicero Chapter, No. 180, R.A.M., and of Siloam Commandery,
No. 54, K.T. In 1873, at Marengo, 111., Mr. Walser married
Miss Sarah Vail, daughter of Elisha J. Vail, a prominent farmer of
that section.
L. Salomon & Co., railroad ticket brokers and members of
the American Ticket Brokers' Association, conduct their business at
No. 99 South Clark Street, in the Reaper Building. Here, in 1876,
L. Salomon, the present senior partner, opened an office, selling
tickets on one side and cigars on the other. The brokers' ticket
sale is largely controlled by the influence of a war in railroad rates
and the commission paid by the companies, the largest profit being
on excursion tickets. So rapidly did Mr. Salomon's business
increase that, in 1883, assistance being needed, Alfred Blum, an ex
perienced broker from New York, was taken into partnership. The
first year's sales amounted to about $50,000, and the total footings
of 1884 aggregated over $300,000.
L. Salomon was born in the City of Schleswig, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, on August 16, 1840, and is one of the twelve chil
dren of S. M. and Caroline Salomon. His father was a dry-goods
merchant. Mr. Salomon, after acquiring a liberal education, be
came a lawyer's clerk in his native city, where he remained until
1862, when he went to London, England, and had the care of
exhibits for several continental manufacturers in the International
Exposition of that year. In the winter of 1862-63, Mr. Salomon
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came to Chicago anil at once found employment as packer for J. A.
Rothchilds (now Rothchilds & Strailer) in the manufacturing of
tobacco. In 1864, when the firm engaged exclusively in the leaf
tobacco trade, Mr. Salomon began for himself the manufacture of
cigars, and occupied the premises No. 48-50 LaSalle Street. The
conflagration of 1871 burned him out in his retail store at No. 84
Dearborn Street, and his wholesale store on LaSalle, causing a loss
of 815,000, upon which was a partial insurance, and of which only
a small percentage was recovered. The day after the fire, Mr.
Salomon paid $200 for a little shoe-shop at No. 210 West Randolph
Street, and there immediately began the manufacture and sale
of cigars and tobacco. Shortly afterward he opened the cigar-stand
in Conley's restaurant, corner Madison and Market streets, by the
Board of Trade building, and also kept a store at the corner of
Madison Street and Fifth Avenue. In 1873, he moved to the
Reaper Block and disposed of his restaurant stand, and three years

BENCH
With the public buildings of the city, the fire of
187 1 destroyed the records and papers of the State and
Federal courts. Here and there a few documents
were saved, but the loss was practically total. The
Bar of the city had not only been deprived of offices,
courts, and valuable papers,—containing the evidence
upon which depended the adjustment of the most
important pending interests,—but also of the law books
and reports so necessary to every practicing lawyer.
Little, indeed, remained of the courts but their organi
zations. This, with the changes which have since taken
place, are given in the pages following.
UNITED STATES COURTS.
These courts at the time of the fire were organized
as follows :
Hon. David Davis, Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court, Presiding Judge of the Seventh Judicial Circuit;
Hon. Thomas Drummond, Circuit Judge ; Hon. Henry
W. Blodgett, Judge of the District Court ; Hon. Joseph
O. Glover, U. S. District Attorney ; Hon. B. H. Camp
bell, U. S. Marshal ; Hon. W. H. Bradley, Clerk of both
courts.
Since then several changes have occurred, which
can readily be seen from the following table :
Officers.
Judges.
David Davis. .
John M. Harlan .- .
Thomas Drummond
Walter Q. Greshatn
Henry W. Blodgett.
District Attornevs.
James O. Glover
Jasper D. Ward
Mark Bangs
Joseph B. Leake
Richard S. Tuthill .
Marshals.
B. H. Campbell ...
Jesse L. Hildrup. .
A. M. Jones
Frederick H. Marsh

When appointed

Expiration of
term.

Remarks.

1 86 1 Nov. 29, 1877 Elected to the
U. S. Senate.
Nov. 29, 1877
Vice Davis.
Retired.
Dec. 22, i86o| Dec, 1884
V i c e Drum
Dec, 1884
mond.
District Judge,
Jan. 11, 1870
vice Drum
mond.
, 1869 March, 1875.
March, 1875. Nov., 1875 ..
Nov., 1875 .. Sept. I, i879[ Resigned.
Sept., 1879 .. Dec. 16, 1883 I Ield over until
Feb., 1884.
Feb., 1884
May,
Mav,
May,
June,

1869
May, 1877
1877... May, 1881
1881-.. [une, 1885
1885

later, prompted by the chance of possible big profits in Centennial
Exposition travel, he drifted into the ticket brokerage business. In
1879, he sold his cigar interests and devoted his shrewd abilities to
the development of his ticket trade, in which he is more than
usually successful. Mr. Salomon, in 1865, married Miss Lina
Oppenheimer, daughter of L. Oppenheimer, of Chicago. Mr.
Salomon is a member of Chicago Lodge, No. 437, A.F. & A.M.
Alfred Blum came to Chicago in 1881. He had been in the
ticket brokerage in New York for several years and easily found a
place in Chicago in the same line. Until his association with Mr.
Salomon as partner, in 1883, Mr. Blum was confidential man with
J. J. Walser, ticket broker at No. 93 South Clark Street. Mr.
Blum was a commission merchant, and, in 1S63, removed with his
family to New York, where he now resides, carrying on the same
business.

AND

BAR.

Mark Bangs was born at Hawley. Franklin Co., Mass., on
January 9, 1S22, his father being Zenas Bangs, who brought up his
large family on a barren mountain farm. Mark was the youngest
child, and, in 1S28, was left an orphan, his mother having died
during the previous year. Zenas Bangs was a man of marked
character, taking an active part in the affairs of his county, and for
several years was the representative of his town in the General
Court at Boston. In the autumn of 1S2S, Mark emigrated with an
elder brother to Western New York, and at the age of seven was
put out to live with a farmer of Monroe County, near Rochester.
From the age of fourteen to eighteen he worked upon a farm for
an older brother, having previously obtained a little schooling. He
taught school, was one year at a Rochester institution of learning,
and in 1844 was prepared to enter college; but instead of doing
this, a boyish freak prompted him to emigrate westward. He
reached Chicago in October, 1S44, remained here two or three
months, became disgusted with its general appearance, and left for
the now central portions of the State, where he spent about two
years in running a threshing machine, farming, and teaching a sing
ing and district school. In the spring of 1847, he went to Massa
chusetts, and taught a few classes in the English and Classical
school of his brother in Springfield, while he read law in the office
of Judge Henry Moris. In the autumn of 1849, he settled at
Lacon, Marshall Co., 111., and spent one year as clerk and book
keeper in a dry goods store, meantime pursuing his legal studies.
He then entered the law office of Ira I. Fenn, of Lacon, was soon
admitted to practice, and, about 1851, became a partner of Mr.
Fenn, under the firm name of Fenn & Bangs. On January 1, 1852,
Mr. Bangs was married to Miss Harriet Cornelia Pomeroy, second
daughter of Deacon Samuel Pomeroy, of the First Presbyterian
Church of Lacon. From the time he was admitted to the Bar, he
took an active part in local and State politics, and was one of the
first to move in the organization of the republican party, being a
delegate to a State Convention held at Springfield, to consider meas
ures for the organization of a new party that should unite the entire
anti-slavery element of the country. Owen Lovejoy was a member
of that Convention. Many persons of distinction in the State,
who have since done active service as republicans, stood aloof from
that Convention, fearing its strong views on the slavery question.
Mr. Bangs became an active, radical republican, engaging earnestly
in every political campaign, either local or general, from 1855 to
1875. In March, 1S59, he was elected judge of the Twenty-third
Circuit of Illinois. In August, 1862, he presided at the republican
convention, held in Galesburg, at which Hon. Owen Lovejoy re
ceived his last nomination for Congress, and that fall made with
him the campaign, the severity of which doubtless cost Mr. Love
joy his life. In the fall of 1862, Mr. Bangs formed a partnership
with Thomas M. Shaw, since State senator from that district, and
now a judge on the bench of the Circuit Court of Illinois; and for
fifteen years, the firm of Bangs & Shaw, and later Bangs, Shaw &
Edwards, held a leading position at the Bar of Central Illinois.
In June, 1862, Mr. Bangs, with four other citizens of the State,
originated and set in operation the celebrated Union League of
America, of which he was chosen president, and he spent much of
the year following in organizing branches and granting charters,
among which was the charter for the organization of the National
League, at Washington, D. C. In 1869, he was elected to the
State Senate, which had its share in the work of adapting our State
legislation to the new Constitution. In February, 1873, he was
appointed, by Governor Beveridge, judge of the Circuit Court of
Putnam, Marshall, Woodford and Tazewell counties, to fill the
vacancy occasioned by the death of Judge Richmond. In December,
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1875, he was called, without previous knowledge or solicitation on his
part, by an unanimous request of the republican delegation in Con
gress, to the position of United States Attorney for the Northern
District of Illinois, which he held until September I, 1879, when he
resigned. Most of the following year he spent looking after some
small mining interest and in search of health among the mountains
of Colorado. On October 20, 1880. Judge Bangs entered upon a
law practice in Chicago with Judge Joseph Kirkland, under the
present firm name of Bangs & Kirkland. Judge Bangs, while on
the Bench, won the confidence and respect of all
by his urbanity and knowledge of the law, and the
correctness and the impartiality of his rulings and
decisions. Whether as judge or attorney, he was
industrious and untiring in his efforts to find the
law and the facts of cases; hence, his unusually
large practice and marked success. Mrs. Bangs,
after a somewhat protracted illness, died on June
20, 1884, leaving two children,—Fred A., now a
student in the Chicago Law School, and Nellie,
the well known pianist, now the wife of John S.
Kelton, a popular cornetist of this city.
Joseph B. Leake was born on April 1, 1828,
at Deerfield, Cumberland Co., N. J., his family
having been among the early settlers of that colony,
and of Welsh descent. His parents removed to
Cincinnati at an early day, where Joseph prepared
for college. He graduated from Miami University,
Oxford, Ohio, in 1846, and then studied law with
Hon. W S. Grqesbeck until he was admitted to the
Ohio Bar on January 16, 1850, after which he
opened a law office in Cincinnati. He practiced
with success about six years, when he removed to
Davenport, Iowa. In 1861, he was elected to the
Iowa Legislature, and took part in what was known
as the " War Session," and in the autumn of that
year was elected to the State Senate from Scott
County.
He served through the session, which
commenced in January, 1862, and at its close was
elected president pro tern of the Senate. At the
second call of President Lincoln for volunteers, in
1862, he resigned his seat in the Senate, recruited
a company, of which he was elected captain, and
was mustered into the 20th Iowa Infantry. He
was commissioned lieutenant-colonel upon the or
ganization of the regiment, and as such commanded
it until the close of the War. He first served in
the Army of the Frontier, under General Schofield,
and afterward under Generals Blunt and Herron.
In the spring of 1863, General Herron's division,
to which Colonel Leake's regiment belonged, was
sent to aid in the siege of Vicksburg. He also
participated in the capture of Yazoo City; then was
sent to Port Hudson, and thence to New
Orleans. The division was ordered to
Morganza, and, in an engagement while
on this expedition, Colonel Leake was
wounded and captured, and sent to Tyler,
Texas, remaining there until July, 1864.
He was then exchanged and sent to New
Orleans. He afterward participated with
his regiment in the capture of Forts Gaines and Morgan, and
again returned to New Orleans; and was next ordered into Ar
kansas during Price's raid. In the spring of 1865 his regiment
was attached to the 13th Army Corps, Army of the Gulf: joined
in the operations against Mobile, assisting in the siege and cap
ture of Fort Blakely and Spanish Fort. The regiment remained
in that city until the close of the War, and was mustered out at
Clinton, Iowa, in the summer of 1865. This regiment never re
mained over six weeks at any one point during its entire term of
service. General Leake was brevetted brigadier-general of volun
teers for bravery on the field. He resumed the practice of law at
Davenport, and in the same fall was elected to the State Senate on the
republican ticket, serving throughout the session, and doing much

to shape its legislation, commencing January, 1866, as chairman of
the judiciary committee. In 1867, he resigned his seat in the Senate
and devoted himself to the law. gaining an extensive and lucrative
practice. Having been elected attorney for Scott County and also

a member and president of the Board of FMucation of Davenport,
he resigned both positions on his removal to Chicago in 1871. He
formed a partnership with Captain William Vocke. under the firm
name of I.eake & Vocke, and was favored with liberal patronage.
General Leake was appointed September 4, 1879, district attorney
of the Northerti District of Illinois, a position which he filled with
marked ability, giving universal satisfaction, for four years. He is
an able lawyer, an accomplished scholar, and is as worthy as a citi
zen as he is profound in the law.

Richard S. Tuthux was born at Vergennes, Jackson Co.,
111., on November 10, 1841, the youngest of nine children, and the
son of Daniel B. Tuthill, a native of Vermont. His father was ed
ucated for an Ftpiscopal clergyman, but decided not to enter the
ministry on account of delicate health. His mother was Miss Sally
Strong, daughter of Luke Strong, a prominent lawyer of Ver
gennes, Vt. ftis parents immigrated to Illinois, in 1829, and set
tled on the prairie which afterward bore their name. The town
of Vergennes was founded by them, and named by Mrs. Tuthill
after her native place. Mr. Tuthill was postmaster of Vergennes
under different administrations. Fie was a whig, and afterward a
republican. Such men as President Lincoln, Judge Breese, Bishop
Chase, John A. Logan and D. L. Phillips made visits to his hos
pitable mansion. Richard S. received his education in a private
school established by his father, also in the St. Louis High School
and in Jacksonville College, finally graduating from Middlebury
College, Vermont, in August, 1863. He joined the Union Army
before Vicksburg, soon after his graduation, and served with a
company of volunteer scouts through Mississippi to Meridian. He
was then commissioned by Governor Blair, of Michigan, second
lieutenant of Battery " H," 1st Michigan Light Artillery, and was
attached to General Logan's old division of the 17th Army Corps,
Army of the Tennessee. Fie served with this battery during the
War. taking active part in the campaign which ended in the fall of
Atlanta, and in the battles of Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Allatoona, and in the numerous severe engagements in front of Atlanta.
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He was afterward in Genera! George H. Thomas's campaign
against General Hood in Tennessee, and in the battle of Nashville.
Believing the War at an end, he resigned his commission on May
29, 1S65. He resumed his study of the law in the office of the
Hon. H. H. Harrison, at Nashville, and, in 1866, was admitted to
the liar and commenced the practice of his profession in that cityHe was elected attorney-general of the Nashville circuit in 1867,
serving until 1870, when a change in Southern politics threw all re
publicans out of office. He ran for presidential elector, on the
republican ticket, in 1872, and made a vigorous campaign, stump
ing the district, which was largely democratic, and lacking only a
few votes of election. Mr. Tuthill came to Chicago in the early
part of 1873, devoting himself to his profession with great dili
gence. In 1875, Mr. Tuthill was the republican candidate for
city attorney, and was elected (with what was known as the " Re
form Council") by a majority of over 5,000 ; and, in 1877, was re
elected by a largely increased majority. He established so high a
reputation as a corporation lawyer, that he has since
been employed by the city to conduct highly impor
tant suits in the Supreme Court of the United
States, involving the right of the city to impose a
license fee upon the cars of the street railway com
panies. At the close of his term as city attorney,
Mr. Tuthill formed a partnership with Colonel
David Quigg. Mr. Tuthill is an earnest and active
republican. In 1S80, he was a member of the State
Convention at Springfield ; and was a delegate to
the National Convention held that year in Chicago,
being one of the " 306 " who voted for the nomina
tion of General Grant. He is richly endowed with
the finest qualities of mind and heart, and is highminded and honorable in all things. Mr. Tuthill
is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic,
the Veteran Club and Military Order of the Loyal
Legion. He is also a member of the Illinois and
Union League Clubs. In February, 18S4, he was
appointed United States district attorney for the
Northern District of Illinois. He was married, in
1868, to Miss Jennie Smith, of Vergennes, Vt., who
died at Nashville, Tenn., December 22, 1872, leav
ing one child, Kliza Strong. He was married, on
January 2, 1877, to Miss Hattie McKcy, the daugh
ter of the late Edward McKey, a noted dry goods '
merchant of Janesvillc, Wis. They have had
three children,—Zoe Gertrude, Mary Elizabeth
and Lillian McKey.
John Ira Bennett was born in Otsego
County, N. Y., on November 27, 1S31. 1 lis
parents, Joseph and Lydia (Hirdsall) Bennett, were
(Quakers. They removed in 1S43 to Knox County,
Hi., where they lived two years, when they settled
at Davenport, Delaware Co., N. Y In 1S47,
through the influence of Rev. Sanford I. Fergu
son, Mr. Bennett was sent to Charlotte Academy,
where he studied and taught until September, 185 1,
at which time he entered Union College as a sopho
more, graduating in June, 185.}. While a college
student, he became a member of the I'hi Beta
Kappa fraternity. From August, 1854, to July,
1857, he was principal of Liberty Academy, at
Springfield, Tenn., meanwhile studying law. In
June, 1857. he was admitted to the Tennessee Bar.
He removerl toGalva, HenryCo., 111., the following
July, and commenced practice. In 1865, he was
admitted to practice in the United States Supreme
Court. In l86l, he was appointed on the staff of
Governor Yates, with the rank of colonel, and per- *
formed efficient service in the recruiting depart
ments. In 1864, Mr. Bennett was the republican
elector for the F'ifth Congressional District of Illi
nois. He was the founder of the Galva Union,
and its editor and proprietor for two years ; and
engaged in coal mining as proprietor and operator,
still continuing the practice of his profession. He
was for many years a member of the Board of Edu
cation of Galva. In June, 1S72, he removed to Chi
cago, taking up his residence in Hyde Park. In 1878-79, he was
president of the Hyde Park board of trustees, and has also been a
member of the Board of Education. In 1879, he was appointed one
of tne masters in chancery of the United States Circuit and District
Courts for the Northern District of Illinois, which position he still
holds. In the summer of 1855, Mr. Bennett married, at Hender
son, Ky., Maria E. Reynolds, a native of Delaware County, N.Y.
They have seven children—Fannie (now Mrs. W. C. Nelson, of
Hyde Park), Frank Ira (admitted to the Illinois Bar in 1880, now
practicing law in Chicago), Fred Fuller (a promising journalist),
Alden Lewis, George, John and Will.

Elijah B. Sherman. I.L.D., is the son of FHias H. and
Clarissa (Wilmarth) Sherman, was born at Fairfield, Vt., on June
18, 1832. Until twenty-one years of age he remained upon his
father's farm, during the winter months acquiring an elementary
education or engaging in teaching. In 1854, he removed to Bran
don, and was for a year employed as clerk in a drug store. In 1855,
he began a course of study preparatory for college, and entered
Middlebury College in 1850, from which he was graduated in i860,
and where, in 1884, he returned to deliver the annual address be
fore the alumni of the college. After teaching in South Woodstock
and Brandon, Vt., Mr. Sherman enlisted as a private in the 9th
Vermont Infantry, was elected lieutenant of Co. " C," and served
until January, 1863, when he resigned while his regiment was at
Camp Douglas, and entered the law department of the Univer
sity of Chicago, graduating in 1864. Since that time he has
been engaged in the successful practice of his profession in Chi
cago. F rom 1S77 he has been attorney, in Chicago, for the Audi

tor of Illinois, and as such he instituted proceedings for closing the
affairs of the Republic Life Insurance Company, the Chicago Life
Insurance Company, and the Protection Life Insurance Company.
In the Republic Life and Chicago Life cases, Mr. Sherman was
opposed by some of the ablest attorneys at the Chicago Bar, such
as Judge Beckwith, Mr. Kales and Mr. Bonney, who attacked the
constitutionality of the insurance laws of Illinois, and especially the
statute for the dissolution of insurance companies. In the litiga
tion which has grown out of these matters, Mr. Sherman's inter
pretation of the insurance laws has been sustained by the Supreme
Courts, both of Illinois and of the United States. In 1876, he was
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elected to the General Assembly from the then Fourth Senatorial
district, and was re-elected in 187S. His name is identified with
all the more important legislation of those years. He served as
chairman of the Committee of Judicial Department, and was chiefly
instrumental in formulating the law establishing the Appellate
Courts, which are now a part of the judicial system of Illinois. He
was also chairman of the committee on corporations, and a member
of the judiciary committee, as well as of the committee which pre
pared the military code now in force. As a legislator, he was uni
formly arrayed against all jobbing schemes ; his long experience
in the trial of causes placed him in the front rank as a debater;
and this period is one of the most satisfactory in his successful
career. In 1879, Mr. Sherman was appointed one of the masters in
chancery of the United States Circuit Court for the Northern
District of Illinois, the appointment being made at the request of
the leading members of the Bar. He has discharged the duties
of this important office to the complete satisfaction of the Hench
and Bar, while continuing the successful practice of his profes
sion. His name has frequently been mentioned for higher office,
but he has preferred to retain the position which he now occupies.
Mr. Sherman has served as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge,
I.O.O.F., and was its representative for two years to the Sover
eign Grand Lodge. He is an active member of the Chicago
Philosophical Society, of the Chicago Bar Association, and of the
Chicago Law Institute. He is a member of the State Bar Associa
tion, of which he has been president. The annual address which
he delivered before that body in January, 1882, was published by
the Association, and attracted much attention, not only as a brilliant
literary production, but because of its keen and incisive blows at
existing faults in jurisprudence, coupled with suggestions for their
reform. He is also a member and one of the vice-presidents of the
American Bar Association, and has been prominently identified with
various other organizations of public and philanthropic character.
In private and social life he is one of the most agreeable of gentle
men, —well read, a close and accurate thinker, and a brilliant con
versationalist. In 1885, Middlebury College conferred upon Mr.
Sherman the degree of LL.D., a recognition highly prized by him,
since this conservative college has conferred that honor upon only
three of those graduating from it during the last forty years. In
i860, he was married to Hattie G. Lovering, daughter of S. M.
Lovering, of Iowa Falls, Iowa, a most estimable and accom
plished lady.
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cian. All financiers remember the powerful blow which he struck at
the time of the " silver craze," and the country at large looked upon
him as one of the most effective opponents of " third-termism." A
tribute to his ability and to his marked success in this latter conflict
was thus offered by the Chicago Times, during the judicial election
of 1880, which placed Judge llawes upon the Bench of the Superior
Court : "To Mr. Hawes. more than to any other one man in Illi
nois, was due the success of the struggle which ended in the admis
sion of the unpledged delegates from this State to the National
Convention, a move which may be held to have prevented the nomi
nation of General Grant. His fight for the Farwell Hall delegates
at Springfield enabled his associates to go before the superior tribu
nal [National Convention] at Chicago with a record that compelled
attention. But for his foresight in forcing that record, the contest
ants would have come up to this city without a case, and the whole

history of the National campaign, possibly of this Nation, might
have been changed by their failure. His plea before the State
Convention was a model of clear, forcible, terse and eloquent
reasoning." Under the Act of 1875, providing that for every
50,000 inhabitants over 400,000 in Cook County, one judge of the
Superior Court should be added, to the number of nine, Mr.
Hawes was, in November, 1S80, called to his present position, and
no man has made more friends and fewer enemies than he by his
justness and courtesy. Judge Hawes was born in Worcester
County, Mass., in 183S, his ancestors and relatives having earned
a high station in the liberal professions. Spending his earlier years
in the East India trade, he became ambitious to enter the legal
profession. He was fitted for Williams College, by a course of
three years at the Munson (Mass. ) Academy. Becoming a fresh
man during the fall of 1S59, at the close of his junior year he enlisted
in the nine-months' service, raising a company for the 54th Massa
chusetts, and joining General Banks at the Gulf. He was afterward
in the 42d Massachusetts, and continued to serve his country until
the surrender of Vicksburg, when he returned to college and grad
uated in the fall of 1864. He then entered the law office of Bacon
SUPERIOR COURT OF COOK COUNTY.
oi Aldrich, Worcester, Mass., where he remained about one year,
after which he came to Chicago, completed his studies, was admit
This court was first established in 1849, in place of ted to the Bar, and, forming a partnership with IL T. Helm,
the Court of Common Pleas, and was continued by the commenced practice. Mrs. Mary J. Holmes, the authoress, is a
Constitution of 1870, which went into effect on August sister of Judge Hawes, and the affection between them, and their
pride in each other's success, is a testimony to their individ
8 of that year. At the time of the fire it was constituted mutual
ual character. In the fall of 1871, Judge Hawes married Lizzie H.
as follows : Judges, John A. Jameson, Joseph E. Gary, Dunham, daughter of John IL Dunham, the banker, of Chicago.
and William A. Porter; Clerk, Augustus Jacobson. They have four children.
Henry M. Shepard, judge of the Superior Court, is ont
Terms : First Monday in each month. The changes
the youngest occupants of the Bench in Chicago. In March,
which have taken place on the Bench since that time are of
1861, being then but twenty-one years of age, he came to Chicago
as follows :
to practice his profession, the principles of which he had acquired
in Albany, N. V., under the instruction of the famous John K.
Porter. Upon first coming to this city he entered the office of
When appointedj Expiration of
Judges.
Remarks.
or elected
term.
Waite & Towne, and did not begin independent practice until
1863. The partnership which he formed during the spring of 1864,
in with M. W. Puller and Charles H. Ham, existed until 1868,
John A. Jameson.. June —, 1867 Dec. 1, 1883 j| Re-elected
1871 and 1877. Mr. Ham, however, retiring during that period. He continued
in to labor faithfully but quietly, giving most of his attention to
Joseph E. Gary
June —, 1869 Dec. I, 1887 }( Re-elected
1875 and 1881. real-estate matters, until called to his present position in Novem
William A. Porter. . June -, 1867 Dec. I, 1873 Died Oct., 1873. ber, 1883. Judge Shepard was born on December 12, 1S39, at
Porter, Athens, Bradford Co., Penn., where his grandfather, a native of
Samuel M. Moore. . Nov. -, 1873 Dec. I, 1879 j/ Vice
Connecticut, settled at an early day. His mother's maiden name
deceased.
was Abigail Sage Ellsworth, also from Connecticut, and she was
Nov. —, 1879 Dec. I, 1885 Vice Moore.
Sidney Smith
George Gardner
Nov. —, 1880 Dec. I, 1836 {Additional related to Oliver Ellsworth of that State, the third Chief Justice of
Nov. —, 1880 Dec. I, 18S6 judges by Act the United States. His education was academic, he having the
Kirk Hawes
Elliott Anthony- . . Nov. —, 1880 Dec. I, 18S6 of April I, good fortune also to obtain a course at the University of I Ieidelberg.
in Germany. He commenced the study of law in the office of General
Rollin S. Williamson Nov. —, 1880 Dec. 1, 1S86 I875A. S. Devens, at Elmira, N. Y., and next entered the office of John
Henry M. Shepard. Nov. —, 1883 Dec. I, 1889 Vice Jameson.
Gwynn Garnett
Nov. —, 1885 Dec. 1. 1891 Vice Smith.
Kirk Hawes, associate justice of the
Superior Court, is one of those rare men who
combine eloquence with a sound, judicial
mind —consequently he has never been a
partisan, although his principles have gener
ally led him to affiliate with the republicans.
His views upon all national questions evince
the fact that his mind is moulded more after
the dimensions of a statesman than a politi-
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K. Porter, as stated, being admitted to the Bar in Albany at the
age of twenty-one. Originally a republican, Judge She.pard joined
the democratic party in 1876. He was a member of the Legisla
ture in 1866-67, the only political office ever held by him. In 186S,
he was married to Frances W. Stuart (daughter of the late General
Charles 15. Stuart), of Geneva, N. Y., and has three children—two
sons and a daughter.
liE.vil'STKAD Washburne was born on November II, 1852, at
Galena, Jo Daviess Co., 111., and is the son of Honorable Elihu B.
Washburne, the noted statesman and constitutional lawyer. Hemp
stead Washburne's mother was, before marriage. Miss Adele Gratiot.
He received his preliminary training at Kent's Hill, Readfield, Me.,
after which he went abroad and pursued the study of metaphysics
at the celebrated University of Bonn. In the winter of 1871-72, he
returned to America, and settled in Madison, Wis., there systemat
ically pursuing his law studies in the office of Gregory & Pinney,
and at the law school in Madison, for two years, after which he
was admitted to the Bar. In May, 1875, he came to Chicago and
entered the office of Barber & Lackner ; also entered the Union
College of Lasv, from which he was graduated in the summer of
1876 ; and formed a partnership in the fall of that year with Henry
S. Robbins. In October, 1883, the partnership name was changed
to that of Trumbull, Washburne & Robbins—Hon. Lyman Trum
bull having at that time become a member of the firm. This firm
has been continued to the present time. In 1880, Mr. Washburne
was appointed master in chancery of the Superior Court, which
office he still holds. In 1885, he was elected city attorney for
Chicago. Although a lawyer young in years he has made no
uncertain mark in his profession. His careful preparation prior
to entering court, his clear and concise statement of his own case
and his aptitude to describe the fallible points of his adversary's,
have distinguished him as an able trial lawyer. The systematic
and comprehensive study which he inaugurated upon his deter
mination to enter the legal profession, and which he has maintained
since, will, if pursued in the future, render him a worthy successor
to his father. Mr. Washburne was married in June, 1883, to Miss
Annie Clarke, daughter of J. V. Clarke, president of the Hibernian
Bank of this city.
The incumbents of the office of clerk of the Superior
Court since the fire have been: Augustus Jacobson,
from November —,1868, to December 1, 1872; Alexan
der F. Stevenson, from November —, 1869, to December
ii r875; John J. Healy, from November —, 1875, to
December —, 1884; Patrick McGrath, from November
—, 1884, term expires December —, 1888.
John J. HEALY, now clerk of the Appellate Court, was born
in County Kerry, Ireland, near the Lakes of Killarney, July 3, 1842.
In 1848, the family emigrated to America, and in the following
spring settled in Chicago. Receiving his early education in the
public schools and the Academy of Notre Dame, Indiana, when
about fifteen years of age he entered the employ of Philip Conley,
the dry goods merchant, with whom he remained until the breaking
out of the War. Enlisting as a private in Colonel Mulligan's Regi
ment, he soon rose to the position of first lieutenant, with a com
mission as captain. Upon the very day that Colonel Mulligan was
killed, Major Healy was severely wounded, and when he recovered
was appointed assistant adjutant-general, with headquarters at
Springfield. There he remained, in charge of the draft rendezvous,
until the close of the War, when he returned to Chicago, and for
two years was agent of James Dalton & Bros., of White Lake,
Mich., extensive lumber dealers. He afterward went to Milwaukee,
where, for one year, he ably managed the lumber business of M.
W. O'Brien, his uncle. Returning to Chicago, he was elected
supervisor of the Sixteenth Ward. The following year he was
elected clerk of the Town of North Chicago, holding the position
four years, during a portion of which time he acted as clerk of the
North Side Police Court. Resigning in 1S72, he became a deputy
under Recorder Stewart. In the fall of 1875, he was elected clerk
of the Superior Court. For nine years he held this position, when
he was, in the fall of 1884, advanced to his present office. Major
Healy still maintains an active interest in military matters. lie re
mained captain of the Mulligan Zouaves, which he organized soon
after the War, until it was merged into the 2d Regiment, I.N.G.,
of which he was chosen major. He has acted as commander of
Phil. Sheridan Post, G.A.R., and was at one time, an aide-de-camp
on the staff of Governor Hartranft, of Pennsylvania, commander-inchief of that Order. He is also a prominent member of the Veteran
Club and the Veteran Union League. He is also a member of
the Board of Trade. It will thus be seen that he is actively iden
tified with many of the important interests of Chicago. Major
Ilealy's father, who was an early employe of the Chicago. Rock Is
land & Pacific road, died at St. Paul in 1859. On F*ebruary 8,
1S63, Mr. Healy married Nellie M. Lane, daughter of James Lane,

who settled in Chicago, as one of its pioneer merchants, in the
spring of 1836. They have three children, —two girls and a boy.
CIRCUIT COURT.
By the Constitution of 1870, Cook County was made
to consist of one circuit, with five judges, including the
judge of the Recorder's Court and the judge of the
Circuit Court. Three new judges having been elected
in July, 1870, the Court at the time of the fire was com
posed of the following judges: Erastus S. Williams
(former circuit judge, elected in 1867), W. K. McAllis
ter (former judge of the Recorder's Court", and the
three new judges, W. W. Farwell, John G. Rogers and
Henry D. Booth; Clerk, Norman T. Cassette. Terms:
Third Monday in each month. The changes occurring
since that time have been:
Judges.

of
When elected. Expiration
term.

Remarks.

Erastus S. Williams June —, 1867 July -. 18791 ( Re elected in
I 1873.
in
W. W. Farwell
July —, i87o|July —-, 1879 i\ Re-elected
1873.
1 Re-elected in
John G. Rogers
July
l87o|July —, 1891 -1 1873, i879and
( 1885.
in
Henry D. Booth... July -, 1870I July , 1879 \( Re-elected
1873[Vice McAllister. Re-electLambert Tree.
Nov. —, 1S71 July —, 1875 1J ed
in 1873; re( signed 1875.
i Vice Tree. ReW. K. McAllister.. Nov. —, 1875 Julv
1 891 -! elected in 1879
( and 18S5.
i Vice Booth.
Re-elected in
Thomas A. Moran. (June —, 1879 July
1S91
1885.
Vice Williams.
Murry F. Tuley... June —, 1879 July
1891 Re-elected in
I885._
in De
William H. liarnum June —, 1879 July
1885 Resgn'd
cember, 1884.
in
int- / July
I.orin C. Collins, Jr. {Appoint1 89 1 Re-elected
June, 1S85.
ed 188^
884,
Thomas A. Moran was born at Bridgeport, Conn., on Oc
tober 7, 1839. When he was seven years of age his parents removed
to Kenosha County, Wis., and settled on a farm, where he remained
until about nineteen years of age, attending school in the winter
and working during the summer. After having received a partial
academic education, and having taught school, he commenced to
study law, in Kenosha, when twenty years of age. To help " pay
his way," he still continued to teach during the winters. By con
stant practice in debating clubs, he developed his natural aptitude
as a fluent and forcible public speaker, so that before he was twenty
years of age he was making political speeches, while during the
campaign of i860 he "stumped the county." Mr. Moran was an
ardent admirer of Stephen A. Douglas and in full accord with his
principles of liberal democracy. On account of the illness of his
father, in 1862, he returned to the farm and managed it one year.
During the year his father died, the farm was sold, and the family
removed to Kenosha. His mother died in 1S64, when he went
East, and in the fall of that year entered the Law Department of
the Albany University, graduating in May. 1805, when he was ad
mitted to practice. In November of that year he removed to Chi
cago, and has since earned the honors at the Bar which were pre
dicted for him when a student. He was first in the office of H. S.
Monroe; subsequently in the partnership of Schoff it Moran, then
of Moran & English and of Moran, English & Wolf. As a jurylawyer he was considered by many to stand at the head of the Chi
cago Bar. In the fall of 1879, he was elected one of the judges of
the Circuit Court of Cook County for a term of six years, and was
re-elected in 1885. He is the first Irish-American ever elected to
the Cook County Bench. For some time after he took the Bench
he sat as common-law judge, but is now holding one of the chancery
branches of the court.
Lorin C. Collins, Jr., judge of the Circuit Court, is the son
of Rev. Lorin C. Collins, a Methodist clergyman, who preached in
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COUNTY COURT.
This court, in October, 187 1, was presided
over by Hon. M. R. M. Wallace, county
judge ; John G. Gindele being clerk, and
Timothy M. Bradley sheriff. Terms : Sec
ond Monday in each month. The officers
of the Court since that date have been —

Massachusetts, his native State, many years. In 1853, he removed
to St. Paul, Minn., where he continued as a local preacher for four
teen years. Two years thereafter, on account of a difference of be
lief, Mr. Collins withdrew from the Minnesota Conference, and en
gaged in the work of the ministry as an independent. His last
charge was at Monticello, Minn., but for many years past he has
resided at Norwood Park. His son, Lorin C. Collins, Jr., was
born at Wapping, Conn., on August I, 1S48, and after pursuing
a preparatory course in the Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware,
in 1868 entered the Northwestern University, at Evanston, III.,
graduating in 1872. He commenced the study of law in the office
of Clarkson & Van Schaack, Chicago. In September, 1874, he was
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court, at Ottawa. As a
member of the Bar he at once took rank with the ablest lawyers of
the young generation, showing from the first a broad and judicial
turn of mind. Although he energetically followed the practice of
his profession, in 1878, he was chosen by his constituents of the
Seventh District to represent them in the Thirty-first General As
sembly, being re-elected in 1880 and in 1882. He was chosen
Speaker of the House during his last term, being the youngest man
who was ever called to that position. In the fall of 1884, he was
elected judge of the Circuit Court, succeeding William H. Barnum.
Judge Collins was married, in 1873, to Miss Nellie Robb, daughter of
George A. Robb. They have two children,—Loring C. and Grace.
The clerks of the Circuit Court, since 187 1, have
been : Norman T. Gassette, November —, 1868, to De
cember 1, 1872; Jacob Gross, November —, 1872, to De
cember —, 1884; Henry Best, elected November —,
1884, term expires December, 1888.
Henry Best, clerk of the Circuit Court, was bom in the old
Best homestead (or Brewery), corner Indiana Avenue and Four
teenth Street, on December 22, 1848. His first regular schooling
was obtained when he was eight years old at Mrs. Fox's establish
ment, on Indiana Avenue and Twenty-second Street, it being at
that time the only public school south of Harrison street. He also
attended the Moseley and Haven schools, previous to his sixteenth
year, when he entered his father's brewery, and subsequently took
entire charge of it. He had been a member of the Ellsworth Zou
aves, and when the War broke out enlisted as drummer-boy in the
72d Illinois Regiment ; but he never got further than Cairo, for his
father pursued the patriotic minor and brought him back to the
shelter of the paternal roof. His brave rescue of a drowning person,
off the lake pier near his father's brewery, in 1866, made a hero of
the youth. His love for athletic sports, especially swimming, in
which he is remarkably proficient, is warm to this day, he having
received several medals for his skill and endurance. Before the
great fire, he engaged in the wholesale grocery business, but in that
disaster he lost all his worldly possessions. In 1873, ne was elected
constable by the largest majority received by anyone on the repub
lican ticket. He was re-elected in 1878, and resigned during his
term to accept a position as deputy sheriff under John Hoffman,
being re-appointed under O. L. Mann and Seth F. Hanchett. As
deputy sheriff he displayed excellent detective ability. In the
" diamond case, " in which it was necessary to obtain conclusive
evidence from the wife of a diamond broker, against whom a cred
itor held a Si . 500 claim, that the property which she was disposing of
was her own, he personated an advance agent, and with his principal,
an actress, called upon Madame in order to purchase some brilliants.
She confessed that the property was her own, whereupon the
diamonds were promptly levied upon. Mr. Best has also had the
honor of having levied upon Remenyi's wonderful violin, valued at
$5,000, for a printing bill of $331. These are merely examples of
the hundreds of cases through which Mr. Best has passed with such
marked credit. In November, 1884, he was elected to his present
position, receiving a majority of 8,000 over his opponent. In 1870,
Mr. Best was married to Miss Minnie Myers. They have three
children—two boys and a girl. Mr. Best has always taken a very
active part in republican politics, and has been prominent in the
counsels of the ward in which he has resided. He is a charter
member of Court Energy, No. 19, I.O.F., and acted as financial
secretary of the same four terms. He is also a member of Garfield
Lodge, No. 195. A.O.U.W. (of which he was master overseer one
year), and of Dearborn Lodge, No. 310, A.F. & A.M.

When
Expiration of
Officers.
Remarks.
elected.
term.
Judges.
M. R. M. Wallace ... Nov., i86g[ Dec, 1877.. Re-elected 1873.
\ Term extended
Mason B. Loomis, Jr. Nov., 1877 Dec, 1882.. ■j by law, one
( year.
Richard Prendergast . Nov., 1882 Dec, 1886- .
Clerks.
John G. Gindele
Nov., 1869 Dec, 1873-. Died Jan. 1872.
George W. Wheeler.. Jan., 1873 Dec, 1873.. Vice Gindele.
Herman Lieb
Nov.. 1873 Dec, 1877..
( Term extendE. F. C. Klokke
Nov., 1877 Dec, 1882.. 1 ed.by law, one
( year.
Michael W. Ryan
Nov., 1882 Dec, l?86..
Sheriffs.
Timothy M. Bradley.. Nov., 1871 Dec. I. 1874 Re-elected 1872
Frances Agnew
Nov., 1874 Dec. 1, 1876
Charles Kern
Nov., 1876 Dec. 1, 18
John Hoffman
Nov., 1878 Dec. 1, 1880I
O. L. Mann
Nov., 1880I Dec. I, 18S2I
extended
Seth F. Hanchett
Nov., 1882 Dec, 1886.. Term
to four years.
MICHAEL W. Ryan, the present county clerk, was born in the
county of Limerick, Ireland, in 1847, being the youngest of ten
children, the family consisting of eight brothers and two sisters.
He received his early education at one of the public schools in the
parish of Cappamore. His mental qualifications having proved him
worthy of abstruser studies, he was sent to the Jesuit College, at
Limerick, where he studied the higher branches of mathematics and
the classics, graduating at the head of a class of thirty-two students.
A few years thereafter he sailed for America, and came to Chicago
in 1866. He at once went into the contract business with his
brother, D. W. Ryan, a man of prominence, who died soon after
ward. Mr. Ryan next embarked in a dry goods venture, but as his
tastes were for public service, in 1875 he entered the recorder's
office, under James Stewart. Later he served in the county clerk's
office and in the office of the clerk of the Probate Court. While
holding the latter position, he was nominated by the democrats for
the West Town collectorship, which was unsought by him, and was
the only person of his party who was elected. The bond
which he gave was for $5,000,000 ; and his administration
showed an honesty and ability which gained him the confidence
and esteem of all citizens. In the fall of 1882, he was unani
mously nominated by his party for the office of county clerk ;
and though the contest was a spirited one, he carried the county by
a decided majority and materially aided the balance of the ticket.
In the spring of 1884 he was married to Mamie, only daughter of
John Cochrane, an honored and early resident of Chicago. Mrs.
Ryan is an accomplished and highly cultured lady, being a graduate
of St. Mary's Institute, South Bend, Ind. Mr. Ryan is a man of
fine presence and easy and social manners, and his popularity
among all classes is as unquestioned as his integrity and ability are
undisputed. He is a member of Division No. II, A.O.H., and
was county delegate of the County Board of that order in 1881.
William H. Gleason, chief clerk and deputy sheriff, also a
member of the wholesale jewelry house of Charles H. Knights 4fc
Co., was born at Wardsboro', Windham Co., Vt., on November 15,
1843. His father, Josiah Gleason was a farmer, and his mother's
maiden name was Susan R. Morse. He received his education in
the district schools, and worked upon his father's farm until twenty
years of age, attending school at the Springfield Wesleyan Semi
nary for one term only. In 1866, Mr. Gleason removed to Balti
more, Md., where he was engaged in the baking business until the
fall of 1868. Locating at Chicago in April, 1S69, he at once found
employment as a clerk in office of Galpin & Hanchett, deputy
sheriffs and auctioneers, with whom he continued until the great
fire. Mr. Gleason then accepted a position with the Pullman Car
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Company, which he retained until December, 1872, when he was
appointed bailiff of the County Court by Sheriff T. M. Bradley.
Here he remained until December, 1876, when he formed a part
nership with Seth F. Hanchett, the two operating a collection
agency in connection with their probate business. In the fall of
1S77, Mr. Gleason was appointed chief deputy in the office of the
clerk of the Probate Court, and continued so to act until, in the fall
of 1882, Mr. Hanchett was elected to his present office, when he ap
pointed Mr. Gleason to the position he now holds. Since February,
1879, he has also been connected with the private business men
tioned above. On April 7, 1885, Mr. Gleason was elected South
Tow n Collector by a majority of nearly twelve hundred, leading his
ticket by several hundred votes, and is the first republican who has
held that position. Mr. Gleason is a member of the Masonic fra
ternity, being connected with Oriental Lodge, No. 33, He was
married in June, 18S3, to Jennie M. Grow.
Kmil Dietzsch (recognized in German circles as a litterateur
of rare merit, a poet, a dramatist, an essayist, and a historian), is
connected with the sheriff's office, and is also spoken of by many
as "Cook County's best coroner." Three of his annual reports,
published in 1S78, were translated into German, circulated quite
generally in the Fatherland, and were spoken of by the English
press as models of their kind. The one of 1876, in particular, was
noticed by the Chicago Tribune in a long editorial of eulogy,
speaking of it as not only the best report made by a Cook County
coroner but by any other official of the county. It goes on to say
that "it is such a report a.; might be expected from a genial anil
versatile gentleman, and its humor, satire and lcarning,.as well as
its terse statement of facts and pertinent comments," would be the
more appreciated when its author's various accomplishments should
be recited. It then speaks of him, in the highest terms of praise
as a poet, a prose writer, a humorist, a scholar, a dramatist, a
comedian, a musician, and a politician. That these statements are
not overdrawn may be proven from the facts that Mr. Dietzsch is a
contributor to I'uck, Staats Zeitung, and Urn die Welt, and that he
has published in book form a lyric poem on the history of the
Oerman nation, which has received favorable notice by critics of
high repute. He is also the author of the " History of the
Germans of Chicago," published by Max Stern. The artistic
talents for which his family have been noted for generations have
descended to him, and when president of the German Ma-nnerchor,
that organization was wonderfully prosperous. Mr. Dietzsch is a
descendant of an old protestant, patrician family, residing since the
beginning of the seventeenth century in the city of Nuremberg,
Bavaria. A good many members of this family have been famous
as great artists, among others the celebrated painter, Johann Israel
Dietzsch, born in 1681, and the founder of the well-known art
cabinet in that city. His two sons, Johannes Christopher and
George Friedrich Dietzsch, like his daughter Margareth Barbara
Dietzsch, have all been famous painters of landscapes and fruitpieces and of sea and land battles. The daughter made her mark
in flowers, birds and fruit-pieces. Their oil paintings can be found
to-day in the galleries of Nuremberg, Munich, and in the possession
of family members in Frankfort-on-the-Main and other cities. In
the year 1777, Johann Gottlieb Dietzsch, a grand-son of Johann
Christoph Dietzsch, arrived as a young merchant in the city of
Frankfort. Soon after his arrival there, he became acquainted
with a young lady, Regina Mack, the daughter of Counselor Leo
pold Mack, and after a few years took her as his wife Afterward
he settled in Frankfort as a manufacturer of oil cioths. They had
two daughters and one son. This son was Emil Gottlieb Dietzsch,
born in Frankfort on May 10, 1802, and was the father of the sub
ject of this sketch. In the year 1828, when Emil Gottlieb Dietzsch
was a clerk in the celebrated banking house of Bethman & Son, in
F rankfort, he was appointed, upon the recommendation of that
house, as financial administrator of the great iron-melting works,
foundries, rolling-mills and hammers of Baron August von Gienanth.
This position he retained for over thirty years, and it is now occu
pied by one of his sons, Philipp Dietzsch, of Kaiserslautern,
Bavaria Emil Gottlieb Dietzsch married, in the year 1828, Louisa
Graf, a daughter ai Friedrich Wilhelm Graf, dean of the Trinity
Church, in Worms, where he preached over forty years in the same
spot where Dr. Martin Luther stood in the year 1521, during the
Reichstag of Worms, under the Emperor Charles V. F^mil Dietzsch
was born on April 7, 1829, and was educated until his fourteenth
year in the famous private school of Louis Stellwag, in Frankfort,
where the sons of the first families of Frankfort and other cities
were also educated. He next attended the Gymnasium in Worms,
and left this institute in 1845, to learn the apothecary business in
Kaiserslautern. He also attended the University of Munich, and
graduated from Heidelberg. Mr. Dietzsch was caught in the revolu
tionary maelstrom which swept over Germany, was one of the
" army of rebels," with such characters as Carl Schurz and Madame
Annecke. He was imprisoned in 1849, and then spent two years
as a druggist in Switzerland. Coming to Chicago on August 16,

1S54, he went into the drug business with Louis Warlich, at the
corner of Kinzie and Clark streets. The establishment was burned
in the great tire, and Mr. Dietzsch went into the wholesale import
ing wine trade. In 1874, he was elected coroner, and re-elected in
1876, running seven thousand ahead of his ticket the last time. In
1878, he was appointed deputy sheriff, which position he has held
up to date. Emil Dietzsch was married on February 16, 1S57,
to Ida Garthe, by whom he had four children. His first wife dying
in May, 1874, he was married, four years later, to Eliza Schmidt;
they have had two children.
HoMBK li. GALPIN, deputy sheriff and bailiff of the I'robate
Court, is an example of the self-made man who has obtained the
respect of his fellows and a fair share of this world's goods through
his own endeavors; one of those who, in his own words, has " paid
board" since he was nine years of age. He was born at Williamstown, Mass., on F'ebruary 2, 1S31, his parents being Abe! and
Susan (Mattesen) Galpin. All his schooling was obtained previ
ous to his ninth year, at the district schools. When he was eight
and a half years of age he commenced work in a woolen factory
at North Hoosic, N. V., where he remained until he was fifteen
The next three years he spent in learning the blacksmith trade
in the reaper manufactory of Walter A. Woods, at Hoosic Falls.
Young Galpin then started for the West, reaching Chicago on
July 5, 1S40, and passing into Warren, Lake County, where he
engaged in farming. In 1852, he returned to Chicago, engaging
in various occupations and putting his hand to any " honest job."
He then went to farming again in the Town of Palatine, being
appointed constable in 1854. He commenced his twenty years'
service as deputy sheriff under Anthony C. Hesing, in i860, being
also appointed bailiff of the County Court, which then had pro
bate jurisdiction. He continued in this position for ten years,
acting as a deputy for eight years longer. In 1878, he entered
into partnership with Henry McGuren, and managed a collection
and detective agency for two years. In 1880, he was appointed
United States government store-keeper, serving two years in this
capacity. When Sheriff Hanchett came into office, in 1882, he
received the appointment of deputy sheriff and bailiff of the Probate
Court. Mr. (Ialpin was married in August, 1858, to Mary J.
Cady, of Palatine. She died in 1863, leaving one daughter,
Nellie, now the wife of William (lager, who is connected with
Janscn, McClurg & Co. His second wife was W. J. Plimpton,
of Wardsboro', Vt., whose father was a prominent democratic
politician of that State. Of the two boys by this marriage, E. F\
is connected with the business department of the Chicago Times,
and Homer Knickerbocker is attending school.
CRIMINAL COURT.
This court was created by the Constitution of 1870,
which provided that the Recorder's Court of Cook
County should be continued as the Criminal Court
of Cook County, and was to have the jurisdiction of a
Circuit Court in all cases of a criminal and quasicriminal nature in said county. In its institution it
was also stipulated that the terms of said court should
be held by one or more of the judges of the Circuit or
Superior Court.
Its officers, since 1871, have been —
Officers.
Stair's Attorneys.
Charles H. Reed...
Luther Laflin Mills.
Julius S. GrinnelL.
Clirks.

When elected.

Expiration of
terra.

Remarks.

Nov. —, 1868 Dec. —, 1876 Re-elected.
Nov. —, 1876 Dec. — , 1884 ( Re-elected in
j 1880.
Nov.— 1884 Dec. —. 1888

Dec. 1, 1873.
Nov. —, 1873 Dec. 1, 1877. Resigned.
Austin J. Doyle
Thomas D. Barrett. July 1, 1877. Dec. 1, 1877. Vice Doyle.
Re-elected
in 1881. Term
Nov. —, 1877 Dec. I. 1886. extended,
John Stephens
one
year, by law.
I.i TitF.R Lafi.in Mills was born at North Adams, Mass., on
September 3, 1848, and is the son of Walter N. and Caroline
(Smith) Mills. His father removed to Chicago in 18411, and estab
lished the pioneer wholesale dry-goods house of the city. Luther
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was educated in the public schools and at the Michigan State Uni
Walker, and now first assistant prosecuting attorney, was born on
versity, lie inaugurated the study of law in 1868, entering the October 12, 1856, in this city. His parents, Lucas B. and Lu
office of Homer N. Ilibbard. Commencing the practice of his anda (LeSeur) Walker, were natives of New York. His father
profession three years later, he, in 1875, became senior partner in was a commission merchant here for many years. Mr. Walker's
the firm of Mills, Weber & Ingham. In 1876, Mr. Mills was education was obtained in the grammar and high schools of Chi
elected State's attorney, receiving four thousand votes more than cago and at Dr. Dyhrenfurth's college. He commenced the study
'his fellow candidates ; and, in i8So, was re-elected for a further of law in the office of Luther Laflin Mills, and, taking a course
term of four years. He is a Royal Arch Mason, a Knight Templar in the Union College of Law, graduated therefrom in June, 1877.
in Apollo Commandery, and a member of the Psi Upsilon Frater
In November, 1880, he formed a partnership with L. W. Knnis.
nity. On November 15, 1876, he was married to Klla J. Boies, of Mr. Walker is a leading member of the Iroquois Club, and took
Saugerties, N. V., a refined, accomplished and amiable lady. This a prominent part in the political campaigns of 1880 and 1884.
union has been blessed with five interesting children,— Matthew. He early showed literary talents, and had won a reputation as a
Electa, Mari, Caroline, and Agnes. The personality and career of fine debater before entering the broad arena of the law. Upon
Mr. Mills are deserving of more prominence than can be given the election of the democratic candidate for prosecuting attorney,
to either by the perfunctory biographer. His talents and accom
Julius S. Grinnell, in the fall of 1884, Mr. Walker was appointed
plishments place him in bold relief against the background of his assistant, he having shown a remarkable aptitude in the con
mediocrity and commonplace. As a man, he has learning without duct of trial cases.
pedantry, energy without loss of grace, amiability without detriment
John Stephens, clerk of the Criminal Court, was born at
to his force of character, ambi
tion without envy, talent with
out egotism, religion and morlity without cant or Pharisaism.
In his profession Mr. Mills is
both orator and lawyer. His
peculiar excellence in the first
has given a one-sided aspect to
his professional career, not con
ductive to completeness of view.
All things considered, he is
probably the most eloquent ad
vocate in the State. A man
who " feels deeply and con
ceives vividly " in language, he
paints rather than describes.
With him, ideas are personified
and facts breathe and move.
Through the alchemy of his
passion, the abstractions of rea
son are transmuted into the
pictures of imagination, " caus
ing the distant to become near,
and the absent or invisible to
start up before us with a living
power." Hut Mr. Mills is more
than an orator; he is a lawyer.
Intellectually, the law is his
mistress. Devotion to his pro
fession is a marked character
istic. Thoroughly grounded in
CRIMINAL COURT BUILDING.
legal principles, and acute and
subtle of apprehension, his use
of cases is but to illustrate and discriminate. His judgments are Albany, N. Y., on September 16, 1S40. His parents removed to
cognate, and not those of an empiric. These traits were not so Chicago in April, 1844. His education was obtained in the public
manifest in his able conduct of the office lately occupied by him. schools and in one of the commercial colleges of this city. After
As State's attorney, his talents as an advocate were made conspic
ward he entered the employ of Thomas Manahan, furniture dealer,
uous ; now, that he has returned to the general practice of the and, being of a lively and uneasy disposition, after a time he
law, the versatility and breadth of his legal knowledge will be joined J. H. McVicker as property-man, his previous experience
being of great benefit to him. In common with all the enterpris
recognized.
JULIUS S. GRINNELL, State's attorney for Cook County, was ing and active young men of Chicago, during the early days, Mr.
born at Massena, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., in 1842. His ances
Stephens was a leading member of the Lire Department, and, in
tors, remotely, were both F'rench and Welsh, lioth of his parents, March, 1857, organized Kmpire Hook and Ladder Company No. 3.
Dr. J. II. and Alvira (Williamson) Grinnell, were natives of At the breaking out of the Rebellion, he joined the 19th Illinois
Vermont. Mr. Grinnell traces his ancestry back to Grinnelle, now Infantry, on April 19, 1861. He made a record during the War
a considerable manufacturing village just east of I'aris, and within of which any man might well be proud. At the battle of Chickathe fortifications. His ancestors emigrated first to Wales and mauga he had his left foot carried away by two grape-shots, was
subsequently to this country, one branch of the family tree spread
captured by the enemy, and remained a prisoner fifteen days.
ing from New York, another from Connecticut, and the third from While sergeant of Co. " K," he received other wounds. Mr.
Vermont. Of the latter, Mr. Grinnell is a member. He was edu
Stephens commanded his company at Stone River and for some
cated in the schools of his native town, and fitted for college at time subsequently. Soon after the conclusion of the War he was
Potsdam Academy, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., taking a full course appointed to a position in the registry department of the postin the Middlebury (Vt.) College ; graduating in the summer of office. In the fall of 1870, he was elected coroner of Cook County,
1866. He entered the office of Hon. William C. Drown, in Og- and re-elected on the republican ticket in the fall of 1873. Upon
densburg, as a law student, and was admitted to practice before the both occasions he received the largest majorities on the ticket. In
State Supreme Court in 1868. Previous to coming to Chicago, in 1S74, he was succeeded by Emil Dietzsch. For three years he
December, 1870, he practiced his profession, and taught school in the acted as deputy in the recorder's office, under James Stewart,
Ogdensburg Academy. When he reached this city, he commenced and, in 1877, was elected clerk of the Criminal Court, being
the practice of the law, almost a complete stranger among its re-elected, in 1881, for a term of four years. Mr. Stephens is Past
people. In 1879, he was the democratic candidate for city attor
Commander of G.A.R. Post, No. 28; Senior Past Commander of
ney ; and, although the party was not then in power, he was elected the order in the State; a member of the Union Veteran Club, Vet
by a decided majority. In 1881, and in 1883, his majorities were eran League, and of the 19th Illinois Veteran Club. He was also
increased, indicating the public approval of his official actions. In the first commander of Ransom Post, No. 1. He was married, in
November, 1884, he was called by the popular voice to his present 1871, to Miss Emma Morton, who died on June 12, 1883, leaving
post. Mr. Grinnell was married, on October 5, 1869, to Augusta one child, Maud.
Hitchcock, daughter of Dr. William Hitchcock, of Shoreham,
Henry Severin, alderman of the Sixteenth Ward and chief
Addison Co., Vt. They have two children,—a boy and a girl.
bailiff of the Criminal Court, was born in Marlow, Germany, on
Francis W. Walker, a member of the firm of Ennis & February 14, 1S47, and is the son of William and Caroline (Wag
16
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ner) Severin. His parents came to this country when he was nine
years of age and located at Elgin, 111., where, for five years, his
father was engaged in harness making, young Severin assisting him
and attending school at the same time. In 1861, he removed, with
his parents, to Chicago, and the son commenced to learn the trade
of a cigarmaker. Mr. Severin continued in the tobacco business
until 1873, having three years previously been chosen constaDle of
the county. After serving in this capacity four years, he was in
spector of the Health Department five years. In April, 1879, he was
appointed chief bailiff, which position he still holds. He was also
elected republican alderman of the Sixteenth Ward in April, 1883.
He is a member of Mithra Lodge, No. 410, A.F. & A.M., and is
connected with Eureka Lodge, No. 8, I.O.F. Mr. Severin was
married on September 15, 1869, to Minnie Wagner. They have
four children,—two boys and two girls.
REHABILITATION OF THE COURTS.
The members of the Bar and public authorities were
not at all behind the business men of the city in their ef
forts to repair the losses and ravages occasioned by the
fire. In a few days, a portion of the late Court House
was hastily repaired, and made habitable for the Crimi
nal and County courts. The United States courts
found an abiding place on Congress Street, between
Michigan and Wabash avenues; while the State courts
occupied, for about a year, the High-school Building on
the West Side. Some of these locations were three miles
apart, and the inconvenience and difficulty of practice
in the different courts by the same lawyer may well be
imagined. It was a welcome day when the " Old
Rookery," on the corner of LaSalle and Adams streets,
was completed, and occupied by the State courts in
January, 1872. The Republic Life Insurance Building,
now known as the National Life Insurance Building, on
LaSalle Street between Monroe and Madison, about the
same time afforded somewhat better quarters for the
United States courts. The new Criminal Court Build
ing, on the North Side, was completed and occupied by
the Criminal and County courts in 1873. Thus the
several courts, within a year, were brought conveniently
together, but nine years passed before the Bench and
Bar of our city saw their desires realized in the occu
pancy of suitable and adequate rooms and offices, the
necessity for which the fire only anticipated by a few
years. The United States Government Building was
occupied by the courts in May, 1880, and the new Court
House in 1881.
The number of lawyers in the city in October, 187 1,
was six hundred and twenty-five. To this number an
average of eighty have been added each year since that
time; the greatest number having been one hundred
and fifty in 1879, and the least thirty-five in 1873. At
the present time the roll numbers one thousand six
hundred and sixty-five. Of these a large quantity are
simply ornamental, many of them having never prac
ticed at all; others have retired; the larger number
have only occasionally a case; so that, in fact, the bulk
of business is in the hands of less than four hundred
firms or individuals.
Interspersed with the various matters treated in the
following pages, are individual sketches of members of
the Bar in this city, many of whom were prominent
actors in the cases cited as examples of peculiar litiga
tion, and all having attained distinction in the profession.
The following table exhibits the number of suits
commenced in the several courts during each year,
since 187 1 :

SCuopuerito.r

U.S.Circuit
Court.

U. S. District
Court,
except bankruptcy-

|
Ciorucrit.

Court.
County

PCroubrate.

Year.

1S72 478
1873 568
1874 820
1S75 950
1876 1,114
1877 1,026
1878 830
1879 762
1880 485
1881 447
1882 489
1883 600
1884 562
1885 517

Civil.

Criminal.

164
2,173
827
237
388
335
279
185
70
76
76
48
67
97

20
6
90
156
71
85
68
118
96
107
81
89
76

4,580
4,671
6,701
6 430
5,742
4,482
2,896
2.580
3.579
3,357
4,089
4.552
5.149
4,848

4,619
4,421
4.337
4,421
4,291
4,161
3.472
2,102
4,400
2,800
3,322
3,6n
4,049
3,629

1,098
942
441
461
687
579
899
1,055

249
498
542
620
788
752
880
908
718

From the foregoing table, it would appear that the
law business has not kept pace with the other interests
of Chicago. The greatest number of cases commenced in
all the courts of this city (excluding the Criminal! in
any one year since the fire, was 12,690 in 1874. From
that period there was a gradual falling off in the number
of suits brought, up to 1880, there being but 7,151 in
1879; and even now, although tne number of lawyers
has more than doubled, there are not as many cases
commenced in the different courts in this city as there
were ten years ago.
This decrease may be accounted for in various
ways. The large number of suits brought in 1873 to
1876, inclusive, grew in part out of the re-building of
the city,—the enforcement of mechanics' liens, etc. A
number of causes which would have been litigated were
settled in the bankruptcy court. Then came the
shrinkage in values after the collapse of 1877, followed
by such dullness in business as not to encourage those
risks which result in the creation of litigation. To this
may unquestionably be added, as additional reason for
this decrease, the delays in court proceedings, as well
as their expense and uncertainty. There appears also to
be a growing disposition on the part of those having con
troversies, to settle their disputes individually, or to ar
bitrate without recourse to law.
There have been added to the courts of this city,
since the adoption of the new Constitution in 1870,
eight additional judges, — three to the Circuit Court in
1870, one Probate judge in 1877, and four Superiorcourt judges in 1880. Notwithstanding the number of
judges have been more than doubled since 1875, they
are not called upon to dispose of a much greater num
ber of cases than at that time ; and thus the delays,
formerly unavoidable, do not now occur. Many old
cases, especially in chancery, which were carried on the
docket year after year, are now fast disappearing. New
causes, it is said, may now be heard in the Superior
Court, within six weeks after their commencement, and
in the Circuit Court in three months.
While, as before stated, the principal portion of the
business before the courts in this city is confined to less
than four hundred individuals and firms, the amount
of income of those whose business pays is likely to vary
considerably from year to year. For instance, the in
come of one lawyer of this city, one year, was $67,000,
while the next year it was only $1,000. Perhaps the
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best average practitioner, doing a general business,
does not receive, one year with another, over $10,000.
Litigated cases, in which lawyers have an opportunity of
exhibiting their powers to the public, as a rule pay the
least ; while lawyers who are employed by large corpora
tions are paid the best, receiving salaries ranging from
$4,500 up to $15,000, besides fees from outside business.
CRIMINAL COURT CASES.
The causes tried in the Criminal Court each year
since the fire, ending with September 1st, are shown in
the appended table. The "Quasi-Criminal" column
includes cases of appeal, quo warranto, bastardy, etc.,
of which no results are given.
•a
C J.
dict«mcnts tioifoenrma
Year.

1872
1873....
1874 - —
I875....
1876
1877....
1878....
1879....
1880
I88l..-.
1882
1883....
1884
1885....

Whole Quasinumber. criminal.

1.433
2,Il6
I,7l6
2,008
2,182
2,504
2,842
2,626
2,643
2,609
2,760
2.352
2,8l8
2,597

283
683
260
266
241
481
520
352
230
286
364
191
572
467

c—

z

893
1,153
940
1,126
1,007
1,063
1,020
1,051
1,222
1,180
1,439
1,341
1,274
1,325

95
141
400
395
594
867
1. 175
1,142
1,089
1,002
802
724
875
737

Term of Court.

in any one year was two hundred and fifty-seven, in
1881 ; the least number one hundred and eleven, in 1879.
In 1876, a greater number (three hundred and seven) of
persons charged with crime were acquitted by the jury
than were sentenced to the penitentiary (two hundred
and two). In 1876, there were twenty-four instances
in which the jury failed to agree—the greatest number;
and in 1880, only five—the least.
Change of Jurisdiction.—In view of the situation
after the fire, the Superior and Circuit Courts made the
following order in regard to pending litigation :
"On the first Monday of November, 1871, the cleric of this
court will commence a docket of all cases pending and undetermined
on the law side thereof, whenever parties or their attorneys, shall ,
by leave of the Court, tile copies of papers destroyed, which cases
will be numbered in the order in which they are prepared for said
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From the foregoing table it will be seen that the
greatest number of indictments found in any one year
was 1,439, 'n 1882. In 1878 and 1879, more bills were
ignored by the grand jury than indictments returned.
The greater number of convictions in proportion to the
number of indictments was in 1881,—fifty-seven per
cent.; and the least number in 1879,—thirty-seven per
cent. In 1872, more criminals were sent to the county
jail than to the penitentiary ; in every other year since,
the greater number have been sentenced to the peni
tentiary—the greatest difference occurring in 1884, when
three hundred and twenty-four were sent to the peni
tentiary and eighty-eight to the jail. The greatest num
ber sent to the House of Correction and Reform School
* The followinfj are the sentences of death imposed since 1871 :
Names.
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Remarks.

Andrew J. Pertect. December, 1871... Executed in Will County.
j Sentence commuted by Governor
I to five years in penitentiary.
Christian Rafferty. September, 1872.. Executed at Waukegan.
February, 1873.. Executed.
George Driver
Jeremiah Conolly.. March, 1878 ( Tried and executed together.
George Sherry
March, 1878.... f
trial, and sentenced to peniSeptember, 1881-- 11 New
John Keenan
tentiary for life.
j
Sentence
commuted by Governor
January, 1882
John Gales
1 to penitentiary for life.
Executed.
James Tracy
July, 1882
Executed.
Isaac Jacobson
in McHenry County ; still
February, 1884.-. j( Tried
pending.
Ignazio Silvester.. July, 1885
|
Agostino Gelardi.. July, 1885
} Tried and executed together.
Giovanni Azari
July. 1885
1
Frank Mulkowski.. November, 1885. . Executed.
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docket, from No. I A, and upward, the making of which docket
will be continued only until the last day of the January term, 1872,
at which time, unless otherwise ordered, all other pending and unde
termined suits on the law side of said court shall be dismissed at
the costs of the plaintiffs ; and in suits which have been tried and
stand upon a motion for a new trial, or in arrest of judgment, such
motions shall be overruled and judgment entered upon the verdict
of finding."
F. VV. Tourtellotte, the well-known lawyer of Chicago, a
member of the firm of Eldridge & Tourtellotte, which, for years,
held so enviable a reputation among the legal firms of this city, comes
of a noted Huguenot family which fled to the United States upon
the revocation of the edict of Nantes in 1687. The head of that
family, Gabriel Tourtellotte, is said to have been the son of a count,
being affianced to his subsequent wife in France. They were mar
ried in this country, and had three children, two sons and a daughter.
He resided at Newport, and, with his eldest son, was lost at sea
near that port. The remaining son, Abram, settled in Gloucester,
where he owned many acres of land. His mother resided with him
until the close of her life, and both are buried in Gloucester. From
him have descended all the Tourtellottes in this country. Jesse C.
Tourtellotte, the great grandson of Gabriel Bernon, and father of
Captain Daniel Tourtellotte, of West Sutton, was a public man and
a gentleman of a warm heart and benevolent disposition, which
qualities were united with an iron will and unfaltering perseverance.
These qualities have always marked the lives of the Tourtellottes
as a family. Captain Daniel Tourtellotte married with a descend
ant of Thomas Angell, who emigrated from England with Roger
Williams, and was one of the pioneer and most prominent settlers
of Providence. Probably the most conspicuous among the French
settlers in Massachusetts and Rhode Island was Gabriel Bernon,
born in 1644 of an ancient family of Rochelle. Among the refugees,
he landed in Boston in 1688, where he engaged in various mercan
tile pursuits with Peter Fanueil, his brother-in-law, and of blessed
Fanueil Hall memory. The maternal relatives of the family branch,
to which the Chicago Tourtellottes belong, are descended from the
union of Gabriel Bernon's sister with Peter Fanueil ; the paternal
relatives are descended from the marriage of Captain Daniel Tour
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tellotte with the descendant of Thomas Angell. Mr. Tourtellotte,
a worthy descendant of such noted families, was born on January
io, 1837, in Thompson, Windham Co. , Conn. His education was
gained in the best institutions of the East, his preparatory studies
being in the schools of Providence. After leaving Brown Univer
sity, he commenced to lay the foundation of his profession in the
Albany Law School, graduating from that institution and being
admitted to the Har at the early age of twenty-one years. Being
ambitious, however, and full of energy and determination, the
West had the usual attractions for such a young man, and he, there
fore, came to the young city of Chicago the next year after gradu
ating. "*Previous to his arrival here, and while still a student in the
law school, he had virtually formed a partnership with his old
friend, Hamilton N. Eldridge, who was several years his senior.
The partnership continued until the death of General Eldridge, on
November 27, 1882, and the tirm of Eldridge & Tourtellotte stood
during this period for all that was honorable, solid and safe in the
domain of legal advice and actual accomplishment. Since the
death of the senior member, Colonel Tourtellotte has continued to
maintain and increase his standing as a lawyer, numbering himself
among the foremost and most successful of his profession, especially
in technical cases. Although opportunities have not been wanting,
he has steadfastly refrained from mixing with politics. As an officer
in the War, Colonel Tourtellotte acquitted himself with credit, he with
his partner being entitled to the honor of raising the 127th Illinois
Infantry. General Eldridge having given himself entirely to the
service of the Army, Mr. Tourtellotte was obliged to return to the
care of their extensive and important practice. Colonel Tourtellotte
was married on May 9, 1861, to Miss Julia Isabella Judson, only
child of Dr. Edward Judson, a wealthy and prominent citizen of
Chicago. They have one child— Frederick Judson.
George W. Brandt, of. the firm of Brandt & Hoffman, was
born in Hampshire County W. Va., on September 14, 1S45, and
is the son of Daniel k. and Eliza (Wilson) Brandt. In 1S62, he
came with his father's family to Chicago, received his literary educa
tion in the State University of Iowa, studied law with Richard T.
Merrick, was admitted to the Bar in 1867, and immediately com
menced the practice of his profession. In 1872, he associated with
himself Francis A. Hoffman, Jr., and the firm has since continued,
gaining by straightforward and well directed ability a large and
lucrative practice. Mr. Brandt has also gained a reputation as a
legal writer—his work on "Suretyship and Guaranty" being an
admitted authority among the members of his profession.
Francis A. Hoffman, Jr., son of Hon. F'rancis A. Hoffman,
was born at Addison, DuPage Co., 111., on December 26, 1845.
When six years of age, he came to Chicago with his parents, and,
after receiving a thorough private education, entered Wheaton
College at the age of thirteen, graduating from Knox College,
Galesburg, when seventeen years old. He next took the master's
degree at the University of Michigan, after which he studied law
with McAllister, Jewett & Jackson, graduating from the State
University in 1866. During the same year he was admitted to the
Har of the States of Michigan and Illinois, and, since April, 1867,
has been practicing his profession in Chicago. His first partner
ship was with Judge McAllister, which was dissolved when the
latter was elected judge of the Recorder's Court. He afterward
became a member of the firm of Harris, Hall & Hoffman, and since
1S72 has been a member of the firm of Brandt & Hoffman.
Michael M. Miller was born at New Castle, County Lim
erick, Ireland, and came to this country with his father and mother,
who died soon afterward, leaving him an orphan when seven years
of age. In September, 1S63, he arrived in Chicago, and after en
gaging in various occupations, he commenced the study of law.
In 1S68, he was admitted to practice, and, in 1S71, had become so
popular in the republican party, that he was elected town clerk of
West Chicago, on the " fire-proof" ticket, of which Joseph Medill
was the head. In 1S72, Mr. Miller formed a partnership with
John Mason, one of the most noted criminal lawyers of Chicago,
which connection continued until, in the spring of 1S74, he retired,
temporarily, from practice, in consequence of impaired health. In
the fall of this year, Mr. Miller was elected to the Legislature on
the republican ticket, having two years previously declined a nomi
nation. In 1875, he became converted to the principles of the
reform democracy, and during the Tilden campaign vigorously up
held his cause. Two years later, he decided to abandon politics,
and devote himself to his profession. His practice is of a general
nature, although he stands most prominent as a criminal lawyer.
In early times Mr. Miller was an uncompromising abolitionist, and
afterward a strict republican, therefore, when his first daughter
was born in 1871, upon the anniversary of the adoption of the
fifteenth amendment, he named her "Africa," despite the protests
of his friends and relatives. He married, in 1870, Kate Scanlan,
a niece of John F". Scanlan, a prominent republican protectionist.
Mrs. Miller is a first cousin of Congressman Frank I.awler's wife.
Franklin P. Simons was born in New York City on Septem
ber IS, 1853. His father, Nelson P. Simons, was at one time

cashier in the Mercantile Bank of New York, and, coming to Chi
cago at an early day, managed the first amphitheatre in the city,
which was then located near the site of the present Court House.
He died of cholera in i860. Henrietta Height, his mother, who
came of an old family in the East, died in 1855. Thus, at. seven
years of age, Mr. Simons was left an orphan. He sold papers and
blacked boots until, at the age of fourteen, he worked at farming
by the month in Western New York. He then became acquainted
with E. B. Morgan and Henry Wells, of Wells, Fargo & Co., at
Aurora, N. Y., who took so great an interest in him that they gave
him every encouragement and advised him to procure a good educa
tion. At the age of eighteen he commenced the study of law. In
May, 1S72, after he had been pursuing his studies for two years, he
removed to Chicago, and, on January 5, 1874, was admitted to the
Illinois Bar. Since that time he has practiced alone, doing a gen
eral law business.
William J. HYNESwas born at Kilkee, County Clare, Ireland,
on March 31, 1843, and is the son of Thomas Hynes, formerly
architect, builder and superintendent of public works in that locality.
His father died in 1S4S, and, a few years later, his mother, Cath
erine (O'Shea) Hynes, emigrated with her family to America, ar
riving in New York on November 29, 1853. They settled al Spring
field, Mass., where William J. attended school until, in 1 S 5 5 . by
reason of his mother becoming an invalid anil his desire to assist in
her support, he entered the office of the Springfield Republican,
where he served an apprenticeship as a printer. Availing himself
of the evening schools of the city ami of private instruction, and
studying when his ten hours' labor was completed, he succeeded in
keeping up with his schoolmates in the high school until they gradu
ated. In 1864, his mother died, and he soon after commenced his
labors in behalf of the Irish National movement in America. Not
withstanding his youth, he was selected to organize New England,
and made a thorough canvass of those States, speaking in the more
important towns, cities and villages. In 1866, he commenced the
study of law, entering also into a partnership with General John
O'Neill, in Nashville, Tenn., for securing the adjustment and settle
ment of claims against the Government growing out of the War.
In 1S67, he went to Washington, D.C.and thence to Georgetown,
whete he completed his studies in the Columbia Law University,
and was admitted to the Bar in 1870. lie went to Little Rock,
Ark., where he commenced practice; his first case of importancebeing a contested election before the legislature in the winter of
1870-71, involving the seats of three members. After a bitter con
test he was successful in seating his clients (independents), which
success changed the political complexion of the legislative majority.
One of these members was John J. Sumter, now member for Ar
kansas of the National Democratic Committee. In 1S72, he was
elected, on the Greeley ticket, Congressman-at-large to the XLHId
Congress,—reform republicans, liberal republicans and democrats
uniting in his nomination. He ran again for Congress in 1874, when
he was elected by the popular vote, but finally defeated by the
"Gerrymandering" processes of what was termed " Baxter's Ma
chine," Mr. Hynes being a staunch advocate of the Brooks ticket.
Resolving to devote himself exclusively to his profession, he decided
to locate in a larger and more central city; and after visiting Chi
cago in May, 1875, to deliver the oration at Calvary Cemetery on
Decoration Day, fixed upon this city as his future home and removed
hither the following September. His first partnership was with
Judge Walter B. Scates. In 1880, the firm of Hynes, F'nglish &
Dunne was organized, and it now ranks as one of the leading legal
firms of Chicago. The practice of Mr. Hynes is mainly confined
to civil suits; but his services, with those of Emory A. Storrs,
Leonard Swett and Thomas A. Moran, were retained by the defense
in the celebrated criminal case of the State of Illinois vs. Alexander
Sullivan, for the murder of Francis Hanford, at that time principal
of the North Division High School. Mr. Hynes was married in
September, 1871, to Miss Jeannie W. Way, daughter of Judge
George B. Way, then a resident of Washington, D. O, afterward of
Ohio. He is still an ardent Irish patriot, identified with all true
measures looking to the ultimate emancipation and nationality of
his native land. He is now one of the directors of the Public Li
brary and is deeply interested in the cause of public education.
William S. Everett is a lineal descendant of Richard Ever
ett, who emigrated from England to America in 1636, and founded
the town of Dedham, Mass. He was born in Fannettsburg,
Franklin Co., Penn., in 1836, receiving his education at Milwood Academy, Huntingdon County, and at Lafayette College, of
Easton, in the same State. Graduating from the latter institution
in 1857, he studied law with William McLellan, in Chambersburg,
was admitted to the Bar. and had been practicing but a short time
upon the breaking out of the War. He at once took an active part
in the border service, filling several positions of importance. At
the burning of Chambersburg. he and five other citizens were taken
prisoners, and held as hostages for the payment of $500,000 levied
by the rebel general upon the citizens of the town. The approach
of General Averill enabled the prisoners to make their escape.

BENCH AND BAR.
From 1S63 to 1866, he held the office of county attorney, was
mayor of the town in 1867, and in i860, removed with his family
to St. Joseph, Mo., where he was appointed attorney for Buchanan
County, holding the office two years. While living in St. Joseph he
was repeatedly urged to run for Congress, and was tendered the
appointment of United States attorney for the Western District of
Missouri, but declined all these honors, devoting himself to his
profession, and further estabhsning his character, which had been
continually broadening since, in 1S60 and 1S64, he labored with
all the energy of his nature for Abraham Lincoln and the Union
cause. During the campaign of the latter year he became known
throughout portions of Pennsylvania and Ohio for the power of his
political orations. When he removed to Chicago, in 1875, he had
established himself in the history of a great State of the East and
another of the West. Here he has since resided, enjoying a good
practice, going occasionally to England to look after his interests
in that country. He has enriched his fund of knowledge by exten
sive traveling, both in America and Europe. He has delivered ad
dresses in Europe on American institutions, which have received
favorable notice in both English and American journals. Mr.
Everett has been twice married ; in 1861, to Miss Jane K. Cree,
who died in 1864, leaving two children ; and in 1S65, to Miss Char
lotte S. Reed, of Charlottsville, Va. , a lady of rare scholarship and
refinement. She was educated in Boston, and during the Rebel
lion, although living in the South, contributed many valuable arti
cles against the evils of slavery and in favor of the Union. By
this second marriage, he has seven children.
John C. Everktt, the son of William S., was born in Chambersburg, Penn., on March 6, 1862. He removed with his parents to
St. Joseph, Mo., and to this city. Here he attended the Univer
sity of Chicago, and graduated from the Union College of Law in
1S84, taking the prize for his essay on the " Punishment of Crime."
After reading law with his father, in June of that year he was ad
mitted to the Bar, and at once formed a partnership with him under
the firm name of Everett & Everett.
George H. Kettelle is of French descent, his great-grand
father, a native of Alsace, settling in Massachusetts previous to the
Revolutionary War. His father, Charles Kettelle, was born at Bos
ton, Mass., and married Lucinda Dickinson, of Hadley, Mass.
In 1835, he settled at Peoria, 111., where, on December 18, 1838,
Ceorge H. Kettelle was born. After reaching the proper age, he
prepared for college at Hopkins Academy, Hadley, Mass., but
was obliged to return to Peoria and go into the office of his father,
who was county clerk and recorder, a position he held for thirty
years. While performing his clerical duties, Mr. Kettelle studied
law with Judge M. Williamson, and was admitted to the Bar in
1864, but did not commence regular practice until 1S68, when he
began his career in Metamora, the county-seat of Woodford County.
Attracting the attention of W. W. O'Brien, the celebrated criminal
lawyer, he was induced to remove to Peoria and form a partnership
with him. There he held the office of city attorney one term. In
1876, Mr. Kettelle located in Chicago, continuing in partnership
with Mr. O'Brien until May, 1880, since which time he has prac
ticed alone. He has been the principal attorney in over forty mur
der trials during his residence here. He is now giving some
attention to civil matters, and is working into a large general prac
tice. Mr. Kettelle was married, in 1S5S, to Malina A. Keach, of
Peoria. They have had five children, —two sons and two daughters
being alive. On June 7, 1S82, occurred the double marriage, of
his daughter Abbie M. to George McConnell, and his son Frank D.
to Marcia Moore. Mr. Kettelle's father died in 1872 ; his mother
is still alive.
Nathaniel C. Sears, of the firm of Sears & Foster, was
born in Gallipolis, Ohio, on August 23, 1854. He graduated from
Amherst College in 1875, and, during the same year, went abroad
to study Roman and international law at Heidelberg and Berlin.
Returning to the United States in 1877, he entered the office of
William H. King as a student, and the next year was admitted to
the Bar. The firm of Sears, Adams & Lieb was dissolved in 1SS0,
Mr. Adams leaving the city and General Lieb being appointed
superintendent of water collections. In 1 881 , Mr. Sears formed
his present partnership with Henry A. Foster. Mr. Sears is espe
cially known as a successful trial-lawyer. He has been connected
with a great many prominent suits in the last two or three years,
among which are the Geary libel suit against the Herald Company,
and the Straus-Jager suit, involving the title to a large amount of
business property in the city. He was attorney for the Town of
North Chicago, in the suit against Patrick Loftus, supervisor. In
1885, he defended one of the live Italians charged with complicity
in the " trunk murder," and, in spite of the fact that public senti
ment was strongly against the accused, and that out of more than
two hundred jurymen it required three days to select twelve men
who were in any degree impartial, he secured the acquittal of his
client. He is connected with various leading orders, being a mem
ber of Covenant Lodge, No. 526, A.F. & A. M. ; Palm Lodge, No.
467, I.O.O.F., and of the Union Club. In 1881, Mr. Sears mar
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ried Mary Lee Barclay, daughter of Hon. D. F. Barclay, of
Elgin, for many years mayor of that city. His wife died during
the same year.
WILLIAM S. Forrest was born at Baltimore, Md., on July
9, 1852. Having received an excellent preparatory education, he
entered Dartmouth College, was honored with an election to the
Psi Upsilon fraternity, and graduated in the class of 1875. Soon
afterward he commenced reading law with Gaston, Field & Jewett,
of Boston, and remained with that firm until he came to Chicago in
1878, and was admitted to the Illinois Bar in October of that year.
Since becoming a resident of this city, he has been engaged in
several noted criminal cases, but, although successful in that line,
he is a general practitioner in his profession. In politics he is a
democrat, and some of his addresses in the political campaign of
1SS4 attracted general attention and admiration. On April 17,
1879, he married Miss F;iizabeth Whitney, of Boston, Mass.,
daughter of the late Melvin Whitney, for many years a prominent
merchant in New York City.
APPELLATE COURT.
Under the provisions of the Constitution of 1870,
providing for the creation of Appellate Courts after
1874, the Legislature of 1877 provided for four Appel
late Courts in the State, one of which was for the county
of Cook; each of these courts to be held by three
of the judges of the Circuit Court, to be assigned by
the Supreme Court for the term of three years; two
judges constituting a quorum. Clerks of this court are
elected for six years.
The Appellate Courts have appellate jurisdiction
only; and this on all matters of appeal or writs of er
ror from the final judgments, orders or decrees of the
Circuit Courts or the Superior Court of Cook County,
in any suit or proceeding at law or in chancery, other
than criminal cases and cases involving a franchise or
freehold or the validity of a statute. Appeals and
writs of error lie from the final orders, judgments or de
crees of the Circuit or City Courts and from the Su
perior Court of Cook County directly to the Supreme
Court in all criminal cases, and in cases involving a
franchise or freehold or the validity of a statute. In
all cases determined in the Appellate Courts, on actions
ex contractu, wherein the amount involved is less than
$1,000, and in all cases sounding in damages, wherein
the judgment below is less than $1,000 (exclusive of costs
in both instances), and the judgment is affirmed or other
wise finally disposed of in the Appellate Court, the judg
ment, order or decree of this court shall be final. In
all other cases, appeals shall lie and writs of error may
be prosecuted from the final judgments of the Appellate
Court to the Supreme Court. A majority of the judges,
may, however, if they be of opinion that any case de
cided by them, involving a less sum than $1,000, also
involves a question of law of such importance that it
should be passed upon by the Supreme Court, grant ap
peals and writs of error to the Supreme Court, on pe
tition, in which case they shall certify to the Supreme
Court the grounds upon which the appeal is granted.
The first assignment of appellate judges was made
by the Supreme Court at the September term, 1877.
Those appointed for the First District (Cook County)
were W. W. Heaton, George W. Pleasants, and Theo
dore D. Murphy. Judge Heaton died in 1878, and
was succeeded by Joseph M. Bailey. By a second as
signment, made in June, 1879, Joseph M. Bailey, Isaac
G. Wilson, and William K. McAllister became appellate
judges for Cook County. Subsequent assignments have
not disturbed the personnel of this court.
Eli Smith, the first clerk, was elected in 1877, and
was succeeded by John J. Healy in 1884.
There being no building for the Appellate Court,
rooms were at first rented and the courts held in the
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Grand Pacific Hotel. Rooms are now rented by the
State, for court-room, library and clerk's office, on the
fourth floor of the Chicago Opera House, corner of
Clark and Washington streets.
PROBATE COURT.
This court, in pursuance of the provisions of section
twenty of article six of the Constitution of 1870, was
established by Act of the Legislature of 1877.
Hon. Joshua C. Knickerbocker was elected judge at
the November election of 1877. His time having been
extended by law one year, he was re-elected in Novem
ber, 1882. S. F. Hanchett was elected clerk in 1877,
and he was succeeded by Thomas W. Sennott in 1882.
The status of this court was early brought in ques
tion, and several decisions of the Supreme Court have
been required to settle the controversy. The circuitous
and halting manner in which results have been arrived
at by the Supreme Court regarding this court is remark
able, not only for divided opinions but for their mode
of enunciation.
The first question raised, was the constitutionality of
the Act providing for the establishment of Probate
Courts in counties of seventy thousand inhabitants and
over. On one side it was contended that the Legisla
ture ought to have provided for Probate Courts in each
of the counties having a population of fifty thousand
and over, or in none of them ; while, on the other hand,
it was asserted that the authority to establish could be
exercised in any county having the requisite population.
To bring this matter to an issue, an information, in the
nature of a writ of quo warranto against the judge, was
filed in the Criminal Court in February, 1882, upon
which a judgment of ouster was rendered. From this
decision an appeal was taken to the Supreme Court,
which, at the March term, 1882, reversed the judgment
of the Criminal Court, sustaining the constitutionality
of the Act, and directed that the information be quashed.
Justices Scott and Walker dissented from this opinion.
The next question requiring to be adjusted arose out
of a conflict of jurisdiction between this and the County
Court. Judge Knickerbocker assumed the position that,
under the Constitution, when the Probate Court was es
tablished, the County Court in such county was deprived
of its jurisdiction in matters of probate and in all other
matters over which Probate Courts are given jurisdiction,
and that there could not be concurrent jurisdiction be
tween the two courts in the same county, that of the
Probate Court being exclusive. This opinion was con
firmed by the Supreme Court in Klokke vs. Dodge. The
opinion in this case was delivered by Justice Scott. The
question to be decided was, whether or not the Act of July
1, 1881, extending the jurisdiction of County Courts in
counties in which Probate Courts are established, was
constitutional. A majority of the court decided that it
was not. In giving his opinion, the judge argued,
as the ground of it, that in counties having Probate
Courts, County Courts had concurrent jurisdiction with
those courts in probate matters. In these views only two
other members of the court acquiesced. Thereupon
Judge Mulkey filed a separate opinion, taking the
ground that, "upon the establishment of a Probate
Court in a particular county, the County Court of such
county is at once, by operation of law, deprived of
its jurisdiction in matters of probate and in all other
matters over which Probate Courts are given jurisdic
tion " ; that there could not be concurrent jurisdiction
between the two courts in the same county, that of the
Probate Court being exclusive. In this opinion, Justices

Craig, Dickey, and Sheldon concurred, which being a
majority of the Court made it the decision thereof.
This same question was again brought more directly
before the Court in the case of Messerve, executor, etc.,
vs. Delaney, when the Court again decided that the
erection of the Probate Court divested the County
Court of all probate jurisdiction,—the Court standing,
as before, four to three.
Another interesting but disputed question growing
out of the establishment of this Court, was whether it
had the power to order the sale of the real-estate of
minors. This was sustained by the Supreme Court in
the case of Winch vs. Tobin ; in which the court de
cided "that the jurisdiction of the Probate Courts, as
conferred by statute, to order the real-estate of minors
to be sold at a guardian's sale, be upheld," on the
ground that it is a "probate matter."
In the case of Rosenthal vs. Prussing, in which
Judge Knickerbocker decided that a public administra
tor is not, by virtue of his office, entitled in all cases to
administer on estates of non-residents, and that a cred
itor of such estate has preference over him, his opinion
was affirmed by the Supreme Court, the case having
been appealed to the Circuit, Appellate and Supreme
courts.
The only case thus far in which the decision of this
court has been reversed was the somewhat noted one
against J. Charles Haines for contempt. As questions
of great interest are involved, the facts in that case are
presented. The plaintiff in error (Hainesj being in ar
rears, as administrator with the heirs of J. H. Schuler.berg, in the sum of $651.20, entered into the following
stipulation :
" It is hereby stipulated that the account on file and approved
in said estate, on August 8, 1879, showing a balance of $651.20, in
the hands of said administrator of said estate, stands for and in
lieu of a final account, and that an order be entered directing said
administrator to pay said balance so found in his hands, less the
costs of final settlement, to the several parties entitled thereto,
within the time provided by statute, thirty days from entry of or
der, and that no further demand be required by said administrator."
Upon the filing of this paper, the Court made an or
der approving the same, and directing the administra
tor to pay the amount to the heirs within thirty days ;
and that upon his filing their receipts for their respec
tive shares he should be discharged. On the 13th of
January following, the Court, after reciting the forego
ing facts, entered an order directing that an attachment
be issued against the said administrator, requiring him
to be brought before the Court, and to answer for a
contempt in failing and refusing to comply with the re
quirements of said order. Haines was arrested, and
appeared in Court. The cause was continued until the
following day, when it was ordered "that the said J.
Charles Haines be committed to the common jail of Cook
County, 111., until he shall comply with the require
ments of an order made and entered of record Decem
ber 8, 1879, or until the further order of the Court."
The case was taken to the Supreme Court on a writ of
error. The following is the opinion of that Court :
" A writ of error lies in this State from either this or the Ap
pellate courts to all inferior courts of record, for the purpose of re
viewing their final determination in all cases involving property
rights or personal liberty, when no appeal is given from such in
ferior courts of record to some other intermediate Court or to this
Court—this by force of the common law. * * * Before the
Probate Court is warranted in making a commitment in any
case under section 114, chapter 3, Revised Statutes, it must ap
pear, among other things, that the administrator has failed or re
fused to pay over the moneys in his hands to the person or persons
entitled thereto, in pursuance of the order of the court, within
thirty days after demand made for such money. The demand is
one of the necessary elements that enters into the offense, and it
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can not be dispensed with, or even waived by the administrator."
Mr. Haines, therefore, won his case.
Joshua C. Knickerbocker, judge of the Probate Court, has
been a resident of Chicago for over a quarter of a century. His
father, David, was one of the pioneers of McHenry County, III.,
from which locality the family removed to this city when Judge
Knickerbocker was twenty-three years of age. Here he studied
law, and was admitted to practice before the Supreme Court, in
March, 1862. In 1867, J. J. Knickerbocker joined him as a part
ner, and previous to the lire, they had obtained a good general
practice. The great lire destroyed the library of the firm,—
"burned them out" completely,—but they renewed their pro
fessional labors with unabated vigor. Judge Knickerbocker served
as supervisor from 1864 to 1867; was alderman from the First Ward
from 1865 to 1869; and his course gave such general satisfaction
that, in 1868, he was elected to the XXVIth General Assembly.
Here he acquitted himself so creditably that, in 1869, the Republi
can County Convention nominated him, by acclamation, for probate
judge, but the entire ticket was defeated. In 1875, he was ap
pointed as a member of the State Hoard of Education, to fill the
vacancy caused by the death of John M. Foster, being re-appointed
in 1377, for a term of six years. In October, 1877, he was chosen
Probate Judge, and at that time his law partnership was dissolved.
Judge Knickerbocker organized the present Probate Court in
December of that year, under the provisions of an Act of the Gen
eral Assembly, approved during the previous April. In 1882, he
was re-elected, and has, at present, jurisdiction over some of the
most important and intricate questions which come up for settle
ment before any court,—the estates of minors, lunatics, spendthrifts
and drunkards. Judge Knickerbocker was born in Gallatin,
Columbia Co., N. Y., on September 26, 1837 His ancestors, for
several generations, had been natives of Columbia and Dutchess
counties. In the spring of 1844, h's father removed to Alden,
McHenry Co., 111., where he lived as a farmer, and died there in
February, 1874. In August, of the same year, his wife followed
him. Judge Knickerbocker was educated in the common schools
and academy at Alden, where he also taught school for a time
previous to coming to Chicago.
Thomas W. Sennott was born at Cincinnati, Ohio, on June
3, 1853, and received his early education in the schools of that city,
and also attended St. Xavier College, from which institution he
graduated in 1867. He deemed it expedient to add to his knowl
edge a practical trade, and therefore commenced to learn the busi
ness of carriage-making, during the progress of which he came to
Chicago, on July 9, 1869. He was then employed three years as a
carriage-builder in the factory of John V. Kline, and for some time
afterward was with the Northwestern Horse-Nail Manufacturing
Company. He is a resident of the Eighth Ward, and is an active
political worker, being prominent as one of the most indefatigable
and zealous republicans of that district. He was chief bailiff of the
civil courts under sheriffs John Hoffman and General O. L. Mann.
In 1880. he was nominated on the republican ticket for city clerk,
but was defeated, although he ran five thousand ahead of his ticket.
In 1882, he was nominated on the same party ticket for clerk of the
Probate Court, and was elected for a term of four years. His un
questioned probity and the genial cheerfulness of his disposition,
together with his prominent ability, admirably fit him for the posi
tion he occupies. He was married on July 10, 1883, to Miss Mar
garet Powell, daughter of Edward Powell, one of the oldest settlers
of this city.
Frank B. Lane, son of James Lane, one of Chicago's oldest
and most respectable citizens, and chief deputy in the office of the
clerk of the Probate Court, was born in this city on February 4,
1850. He attended school at the University of St. Mary's of the
Lake, from whence he graduated in 1866. During the War he
enlisted as company clerk in the 23d Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
Colonel James A. Mulligan commanding. He was discharged in
September, 1864, and returning home entered the employ of the Chi
cago & North-Western Railway Company as special agent. Having
a fondness for activity and excitement, however, he joined the Chi
cago Fire Department in 1868, as a member of "A. D. Titsworth
Engine Company No. 13," whose foreman was then Maurice W.
Shay, now assistant fire-marshal. For five years, Mr. Lane followed
a fireman's life, being upon the ground and in the thickest of the fray
during the memorable October 8-9, 1871. Two years later he re
signed to engage in mercantile occupations, entering the service of
John Wade, Board of Trade weighmaster, as his first assistant. Here
he remained until 1875, when he became connected with the office of
the clerk of the Superior Court as deputy, serving during the terms
of judges Gary, Jameson, Williamson and Smith. On December 4,
1883, Mr. Lane resigned his position to accept that of chief deputy
clerk of the Probate Court, under Thomas W. Sennott. This posi
tion he now fills with his usual ability. Mr. Lane is a member of St.
Julian Lodge, Knights of Pythias ; Apollo Lodge, No. 139, A.O.
U.W.; Stephen A. Douglas Council, No. 642, Royal Arcanum;
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and the Knights of Labor. He was married in October, 1875, to
Annie M. Kew, of Chicago. They have four children—one girl
and three boys.
Wiley S. Scribner, the present recorder of deeds of Cook
County, was born at Jacksonville, 111., on September 6, 1840. Al
though he had scarcely attained his majority he joined the 16th
Wisconsin Infantry, having removed to Fair Play, Grant Co., Wis.
After serving three years as a private, he was appointed aide-de
camp on General Ewing's staff, and subsequently served as brigade
quartermaster, with the rank of first lieutenant. He participated
in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth, Iuka, Holly Springs, siege of
Vicksburg, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta, and the march to the sea.
In 1866, he was elected to the Wisconsin Legislature. Declining a
renomination, he was appointed postmaster at Fair Play, conduct
ing also a general mercantile establishment. This retired life, how
ever, was not suited to the energy and ambition of his character,
and the next year he started for Helena, Montana, where he soon
became connected with the Daily Herald, first as business manager
and then as city editor. In the spring of 1869, and within a year
from his arrival in the Territory he was appointed its secretary, and
upon the outbreak of the Crow Indians in the Gallatin Valley, was
colonel on the staff of Governor Smith, being assigned to command
the district of Helena. Coming to Chicago in 1873, he entered the
law office of Isham & Lincoln, remaining there one year, and in
1875 served as a deputy clerk of the Superior Court. When the
Probate Court was created, in 1877, he was given charge of its
important records, and remained there until called to his present
position, in November, 1884, to which he was elected over Joseph
Donnersberger, the democratic candidate, by a majority of about
eight thousand. He is a member of the Chicago Union Veteran
Club, and was its president for one year. He also is the president
of the Chicago Veteran League and a member of Post No. 28,
G.A.R. He takes an active part in all political campaigns, and
aids the republican party both on the stump and as an effective
worker. Mr. Scribner was married at Madison, Wis., on May 16,
1870, to Miss Mary L. Reynolds, a daughter of General Thomas
Reynolds of that city. They have an adopted daughter,—Annie
Marie Nyhan, eight years of age.
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.
By the Constitution of 1870, it was provided that all
justices of the peace in the City of Chicago
* * " shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the ad
vice and consent of the Senate (but only upon the recommendation of
a majority of the judges of the Circuit, Superior and County Courts) ;
and for such districts as are now, or shall hereafter be, established
by law, they shall hold their offices for four years and until their
successors shall be commissioned and qualified; but they may be
removed by summary proceedings in the Circuit or Superior Court
for extortion or other malfeasance."
George Kersten, police justice of the North Side, was born
in Chicago on March 21, 1853. In 1850, his father, Joachim Kers
ten, came from Mecklenburg, Germany, to this city, and for many
years conducted a successful tailoring establishment. He died in
1868. George Kersten attended the German-American Institute of
Captain Standon, and afterward the Franklin School and Eastman's
Commercial College. From the latter institution he graduated in
1S69, and for the next ten years engaged in various commercial
pursuits. His first public office was the clerkship of the Police
Court, to which he was appointed in 1880. In the spring of 1883
he became justice of the peace, and in October of the same year
Mayor Harrison appointed him police justice. Justice Kersten is
a member of the Masonic fraternity, of the Independent Order of
Foresters and of the Knights of Pythias. He is one of the most
prominent marksmen of the Northwest, having been the first master
of the Northwestern Schuetzen Bund, and for fifteen years has
been a member of the Chicago Sharpshooters' Association, of which
he also has been master. lie was one of the founders of the Swan
Lake Gun Club, whose grounds are in Marshall County. Mr. Ker
sten was one of the originators of the Cook County Democratic
Club, of which he has been secretary since its organization. A por
tion of the time he has also served as its president. In 1881, the
German-American Cook County Club came into being, largely
through his efforts. He is also connected with the Policemen's
Benevolent Association. Justice Kersten was married, on Septem
ber 4, 1875, to Julia, daughter of Adam Baierle, one of Chicago's
early settlers. They have one child,—Walter George.
Louis Kistler was born on June 25, 1835, in Strasburg,
Germany, the son of Andrew K. and Mary Kistler. His father
was a brave soldier in the Napoleonic wars, and died in 1845 from
the effects of wounds and exposure. At ten years of age, therefore,
Louis was left virtually alone, his mother being in no position to
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assist him. The next year he came to this country, and settled in
Rochester. He immediately set to work to earn iiis living, mastered
the English language, and was enabled to pursue a classical course
at the Syracuse University, from which he graduated in 1858. He
then became a teacher in the Greenwich Academy, Rhode Island ;
and, in 1862, he visited Europe for the purpose of taking a course
at the University of Berlin, at the same time carefully studying
the social and political condition of his native land. Returning in
1864, he accepted a position in the Northwestern University, at
Evanston, as professor of Greek Language and Literature, and
afterward as professor of Political Science, his term of service cov
ering fourteen years. In 1S7S, he began the practice of the law.
During this year his residence and fine library, together with all his
manuscripts, were destroyed by fire. Nothing daunted, however,
he soon repaired his fortune. Mis staunch character and abilities
have made him a recognized leader among the German-American
republicans of Chicago. He is president of the City Club ; and his
extemporaneous speech of welcome to James G. Blaine, at the
Grand Pacific Hotel, on October 25, 1885, is among the political
"gems "of the campaign. It is here given, as a model of its
kind : " Mr. Blaine—We are pleased to meet yon. As men com
ing from the various \valks of life, and representing the GermanAmerican republicans of Chicago, the metropolis of the Northwest,
we extend to you a most cordial greeting. We are acquainted with
your long and varied career as a public servant. Your course as a
member and speaker of the House of Representatives, senator, and
member of the great and lamented Garfield's cabinet, and as the
historian of those great national events that have rendered the name
and fame of our country a household word among the great nations
of the civilized world, commands most truly our confidence and re
spect. During your long and honorable public service given to the
country of our choice and adoption, you have been distinguished
from all other men in public life as the typical American statesman—
broad and liberal in your own views, seeking your country's highest
and best interests, and never losing sight of those fundamental
principles of the American Constitution which stand forth so prom
inently as the great bulwark of protection to every American citizen
in his personal rights and his personal liberty. Being zealous of
our own personal liberty in the country of our choice and adoption,
and being fully identified with its great and varied interests, we
hail you as the great leader and champion of our aspirations. Your
earnest and persistent advocacy of protection to the great industries
of our own loved land, now far dearer to us than the land of our
fathers ; your broad statesmanship ; your love of personal liberty,—
all these inspire in us the belief that your administration of the
National Government will be the beginning of a new era in our
national growth and prosperity. You, sir, and our gallant General
John A. Logan, are the chosen leaders in this grand march of our
national prosperity. You have our heartiest support. Please
accept our presence as an indorsement of your life, character, and
public services. In the name of the German-American republi
cans of Chicago we bid you a most hearty welcome to the queen
among the cities of the lakes." In May, 1883, Mr. Kistler was
appointed justice of the peace for the Town of North Chicago,
but still retains most of his previous practice, and is in continual
demand as a counselor-at-law. He is connected with the Masonic
and Odd Fellows fraternities, Royal Arcanum, Knights of Honor
and Royal League. In 1861, Mr. Kistler was married to Miss
Frances Dow, of Boston. Of their five children but one is living, —
Theodore—who. although but fifteen years of age, is said to be
fairly grounded in the principles of law.
Peter L. Hawkinson, justice of the peace of North Chicago,
has held this office for eighteen years. Born at Christianstad,
Sweden, on June 19, 1826, he worked on his father's farm until
he was twenty-six years of age. He was educated in the common
schools of his native town, and during the latter years of his resi
dence there did considerable business in administering estates. In
1852, he came to this country, locating at Galesburg, III., where he
followed the occupation of a carpenter, and there held his first
public office, that of street commissioner. In February, 1863, he
came to Chicago, having obtained a position with the Illinois Central
Railroad as examiner in the land department ; and in the spring of
l864,he was named Swedish and Norwegian vice-consul, which post he
held for three years. In the fall of 1866, he became a justice of the
peace. He then relinquished his business connection with the land
department, and, in 1871, under the provisions of the new State
Constitution, resigned his consulship in order to continue his duties
as justice of the peace. Mr. Hawkinson has given general satis
faction in this position, being among the most popular judicial
officials in the city. He was married at Galesburg, in 1859, to
Permilla Lawson, who died six years thereafter. He has one
adopted daughter.
Charles Arnd, justice of the peace of North Chicago, was
born at Bernhard's Bay, Oswego Co., N. Y., on January 2f>, 1855.
His father. Frederick, was, when a young man, in the German

army, and. during the War of the Rebellion, served in the 1st New
York Cavalry, and subsequently as lieutenant in the 22d Regiment.
Lieutenant Arnd was captured during Wilson's raid in the Shenan
doah Valley, and suffered in most of the Southern prisons, being
one of the seven who survived of the forty-two prisoners taken at
that time. After being educated at the public schools, Charles
Arnd graduated, in 1871, from llaverling Free Academy, at Bath,
N. Y., and from Amherst College in 1875. During the next two
years he studied in the universities of Berlin and Heidelberg, Ger
many, and the University of Paris. He became a fine German and
French scholar, traveling over Europe and obtaining a useful fund
of cosmopolitan information. In 1877, he returned to Bath, and
commenced the study of law, being admitted to the Bar at the first
Appellate Court examination at Chicago, in April, 1878. He at
once began practice, which he continued until appointed justice of
the peace, in December, 1880. Justice Arnd, as secretary of the
Auxiliary Club, organized in 1S7S to purify local politics, obtained
something more than local reputation. He was the only justice
re-appointed for North Chicago in 1883, and his youthful appear
ance, as well as his acknowledged ability, have drawn much
attention,
Chaki.es J. White, police justice of the Third District, was
born at Dublin, Ireland, on August 12, 1848. On June II, 1854,
he arrived in Chicago with his parents. Owing to a serious acci
dent in early boyhood, he was able to attend school but two years, and
his subsequent education was attained by his studies at home.
When sixteen years of age he engaged in the stationery and printing
business with his father, W. J. White, one of Chicago's pioneer
engravers. In December, iS6y, Justice White entered the city
collector's office as an assistant. In the spring of 1879, Mayor
Harrison appointed him the first assistant, or deputy collector, which
he held until the fall of 1SS2, when he became assistant city
treasurer under Rudolph Brand. At the expiration of Mr. Brand's
service, he obtained a position in the county treasurer's office : but
being appointed by Governor Hamilton justice of the peace for the
Town of West Chicago, he resigned the former. Mayor Harrison

appointed him police justice of the Third District, with headquarters
at the Desplaines-street Station. Since filling this position the
records of the Police Court show that the number of cases disposed
of by him exceeds ten thousand a year. Justice White is a member
of many organizations of a political, social and charitable nature.
He was one of the original committee to organize the Cook County
Democratic Club, and was for several years one of its officers. He
is also a member of the Irish-American Club and of the Union
Catholic Library Association. Mr. White was married, on Sep
tember 22, 1S80, to Miss Emma L. Plunkett. They have two
children : Anna Louise and Charlotte Frances.
PROMINENT CASES.
The Burned - Record Laws.— At a joint ses
sion of the judges of the courts of record of the city, on
October 31, 1871, the draft of a bill to make provision
for lost or destroyed records was discussed and sub
mitted. Before action by our State legislature, how
ever, Congress, in March, 1872, passed an Act "to re
store the records of the United States courts in the
Northern District of Illinois." On March 19, 1872, o\ir
State legislature passed a law providing " for the restor
ation of court records which have been lost or de
stroyed "; and on April 9. passed an Act "to remedy
the evils consequent upon the destruction of any public
record by fire or otherwise," which was subsequently
amended by Act of Match 4, 1874. This latter Act
came up for construction by the Supreme Court in the
case of Smith vs. Stevens et al., in which the Court
remarks :
"We do not think the objections taken to this abstract are
well founded. The abstract was offered under the Act ' to remedy
the evils consequent upon the destruction of any public record by
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fire or otherwise ' The condition of property-owners in Chicago,
after the great lire of October, 1S71, was appalling, demanding
legislative interference. A great evil had befallen them, which this
Act was designed to remedy. It is emphatically a remedial Act,
an/1, in accordance with a well-established canon, it must receive a
liberal construction, and be made to apply to all cases which, by a
fair construction of its terms, it can be made to reach."
A suit in chancery was brought under this Act, in
1874, praying for the confirmation of title to the west
half of the northwest quarter of Section 30, in Town
ship 40, North of Range 14 east, valued at $120,000,
by Robert W. Robinson against John Ferguson. The
Supreme Court, to which it was appealed from the Su
perior Court, decided "that where a petition is filed
under the statute known as the Burned - Record Act
to establish and confirm the title to land, the court is
authorized to decree in favor of the better title, in a case
of dispute as to the ownership."'
A noted suit, involving this law and the practice
under it, was that of John L. Beveridge (formerly sher
iff of Cook County) against A. L. Chetlain, administrator
of Martin O. Walker, in the Circuit Court before Judge
Rogers. The facts in the case were as follows : In
October, 1868, one Oliver Smith, being about to com
mence an action against George Aylsworth for false im
prisonment, filed his affidavit as required by statute,
and sued out a writ of capias ad respondendum, upon
which Aylsworth was arrested and held to bail. He
thereupon executed to the sheriff (Beveridge) a bailbond in the penal sum of $3,000, with Martin O.
Walker as his surety. While this suit was pending and
undetermined, the files and records in the case were
destroyed by the fire of October, 187 1. Afterward the
plaintiff filed a petition under the Burned - Record
Act, to have a certain portion of the records in said
suit restored ; and upon notice to Aylsworth, an order
was entered restoring the affidavit, declaration and
pleas. A trial was afterward had, resulting in a judg
ment in favor of plaintiff for $6,000 and costs. Upon
the judgment an execution was issued, and returned
unsatisfied. Subsequently, a capias was issued against
Aylsworth, and returned non est inventus. Pending
these proceedings, Walker, the surety on the bail-bond,
died, and, after the return of the last-mentioned writ,
a claim against his estate was filed in the County Court,
to enforce his liability on said bond. On the hearing
of this case the County Court found the issues for the
administrator. From this decision the claimant ap
pealed to the Circuit Court, in which, also, the case
went against him. He then took the case to the Appel
late Court. This court, among other things, decided
that
"The relief afforded to parties under the Burned - Record
Act is not exclusive, but cumulative, upon the rights and reme
dies existing independently of its provisions. Where a judicial
record is shown to be lost or destroyed, resort may be had to sec
ondary evidence to prove its contents. Notwithstanding some por
tions of the record were restored under the provisions of the
Burned - Record Act, secondary evidence of other portions not so
restored may still be given."
The judgment of the Circuit Court was reversed,
and the cause remanded.
Prior to the Burned - Record Act, the courts held
that an application to restore lost files in a case is ad
dressed to the discretion of the court (3 Scammon,
259). Neither would equity entertain a bill to restore a
lost record (65 III.). "The whole record should be sub
stantially restored. Cause should be shown for the
omission of part " (Kehoe vs. Rounds, 69 111. 351.)
In the District Court of the United States, under a
petition for the restoration of a lost record, Judge
Blodgett held that proceedings to restore records in
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that court must conform to the Act of Congress, and
that the State statute did not control.
John W. Wacghop was born on April 28, 1823, at Ports
mouth, Va. His father (James F. Waughop) served in the war of
i8r2, and contracted to build the lirst railroad in Virginia, from
Portsmouth to Roanoke, which was the second charter for a railroad
issued in the United States. The family settled in Tazewell County,
111., in 1835. The subject of this sketch came to Chicago in 1843,
without means. Me attended school, working nights and Saturdays,
thereby supporting himself and paying for his education. lie en
tered the law office of Spring & Goodrich in 1S46, where he remained
two years and was then admitted to the Bar. In the fall of 1848,
he married Ellen, a daughter of A. Bigelow, of Chicago. Soon
after this event he commenced the practice of his profession, and
has been in active and successful practice ever since. He was
elected superintendent of schools of Cook County in 1S54, and re
elected to that office in 1856. He has always taken an active part
in the affairs of the Methodist Church in Chicago. Mr. Waughop
is an active republican, was president of the Third Ward Republi
can Club during the Garfield campaign, and zealously supported
Blaine and Logan in the campaign of 1S84. He served with
marked ability as bank commissioner under Governor Yates. He
was in the State Convention that nominated Mr. Bissell for gov
ernor. He is an able lawyer and an excellent citizen ; has been prom
inently connected with public improvements; and is a friend of ed
ucation. He has a family of five children living,—James F., Arthur
B., Caroline H. (now Mrs. R. M. Ware), Nellie and Winnie B.
John Howland Thompson, attorney and counselor at law, is
the son of Luther and Grace (Howland) Thompson, and was born
at Heath, FranklinCo., Mass., on September 8, 1827. He is of New
England descent, his ancestors being among the earliest settlers in
Massachusetts, and one of them, John Howland, came over in the
Mayflower, and was one of the assistant governors of the Plymouth
Colony. Mr. Thompson prepared for college at Williston Seminary,
and graduated at Amherst College in 1850. He was a teacher in
Monson Academy and principal of Dcerfield Academy. He studied
law in Springfield, Mass., and was admitted to the Massachusetts
Bar in 1853, and was for a time assistant editor of the Springfield
Republican. He came to Chicago in 1S54, and has since been en
gaged in the practice of the law. In tSs6, he was associated with
Henry W. Bishop, and the firm of Thompson <S: Bishop was for
some time the oldest law firm in Chicago. Mr. Thompson has been
engaged in many important suits. He was the attorney of the con
tractors in the case of McAuley vs. Carter (22 111. 53). in which was
established the binding effect of the superintendent's certificate in
building contracts. He was the attorney for the importgrs in sev
eral important suits involving the construction of the United States
Revenue Laws; and in Smith, U. S. Collector, vs. Field et al. (105
U. S. 52), he succeeded in a closely contested case in regard to the
duties on laces. He was engaged in several of the suits brought
after the fire of 1871, against stockholders of insurance companies,
and in one of them (Burkett vs. Plankington et al., 103 III. 378),
one of the most important decisions was made as to the liability of
stockholders. In the summer of 1885, Mr. Thompson delivered an
historical address at a centennial celebration of his native town,
which has been published and has received high encomiums. Mr.
Thompson married, on December 15. 1869, V ictoria, daughter of
Benjamin Carver, a prominent citizen of Chicago, and has three sons.
Ira Warren Buell was born at Lebanon, Madison Co.,
N. Y., on December 9, 1830, and is the son of Elijah and Polly
(Higgins) Buell. He received his early education at Hamilton
Academy, and taught school from his sixteenth to his nineteenth
year, when he entered Madison University, at Hamilton, N. Y.
After completing a full classical course in that institution, he studied
law in the office of Charles II. Mason, then judge of the Supreme
Court of New York ; afterward pursued his studies with Judge
Humphrey, at Rochester, N. Y., and was admitted to the liar at
that place in September, 1855. There he engaged in practice until
his removal to Chicago in April, 1S56. In i860, Mr. Buell was
elected supervisor of North Chicago, and during the next year
became city attorney. The nomination of judge of the Circuit
Court of Cook .County was tendered him in 1871 by a joint com
mittee of republicans and democrats, but he declined the honor.
He was also president of the republican convention which nomi
nated Mayor John B. Rice the first time, and of the congressional
convention in which Charles V. Farwell received his first nomi
nation as congressman. It will thus be seen that Mr. Buell's
influence extends far outside of his profession, although in chancery
practice, in insurance and commercial law, he stands in the front
rank. He is one of the oldest members of the Law Institute. He
also stands high in the Masonic fraternity, having been a pastmaster of Blaney Lodge, No. 271, A.F. & A.M. He was married
on August 25, 1S58, to Miss Lydia A. Gillette, who died on Sep
tember 19, 1S64. Mr. Buell was married a seco id time in July,
1867, to Anna M. Averill, daughter of Captain James Averill, an
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old and respected citizen of Chicago. They have one daughter—
Bessie A.
Henry C. Ballard was born at Smyrna, Chenango Co., N.
Y., on April 8, 1830, removing to Castile, Genesee Co., N. Y., with
his parents, when he was quite young. In 1844, his parents. Luther
W. and Rachel (Randall) Ballard, started West with their family of
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five children, of which Henry was the second. They traveled in
the usual canvas-topped wagon, and settled about one mile from
Des I'laines, in the Town of Maine, Cook Co., 111. In 1S50, he
returned to Cortland County, N. Y. , where his mother's relatives
resided, and attended Central College, at McGrawville, for about
three years, when he entered the Albany Law School, graduating
in 1856. He was admitted to the Bar in the same year, came to
Chicago, and commenced practice, his first partner being Louis M.
Andrick. He afterward associated himself with Usher F. Linder,
also with George G. Bellows and O. P. Abercrombie, but for the

past ten years has practiced alone. During a portion of the time,
Mr. Ballard has been manager and attorney for the United States
Mercantile Reporting Company, of New York. He was married,
in 1862, to Fannie C. Tallmadge, who was born in Chicago. He
has one son, Arthur T.
William Cutting Grant, of the firm of Grant & Brady, at
torneys and counselors at law, is the son of l'eter
and Dolly (Ware) Grant, and was born at Lyme,
N. H., on October 8, 1829. His grandfather, John
Grant, with William W. Cutting, and others of
Lyme, Conn., went up the Connecticut River in
1767, where fiey founded and settled the town of
Lyme, naming it after the old Lyme in Connecticut.
Here, l'eter Grant was born, in 1796, and in 1825
married 1 lolly Ware, daughter of Joseph and Sarah
Ware, of Thetford Bow, Vt., nearly opposite Lyme,
N. II. When he was two years of age the family
removed to a farm in Troy, Orleans Co., Vt., where
he remained until twelve years of age, his father
dying during that time, in 1835. Upon the mar
riage of his mother to Raymond Hale, they re
moved to Chelsea, Vt., where young Grant worked
on the farm and attended school in the winter. At
sixteen years of age he secured a license as teacher,
which vocation he followed until 1847, when he
entered I lartmouth College, graduating in the class
of 1 851 . During the following year, he filled the
position of principal of the Andover Academy, N.
H., for two terms and during the next four years
was principal of the Howe School, Billerica, Mass.,
devoting all his leisure to the study of law. In
1855, he began reading law in the office of Hon.
William B. Hebard, of Chelsea, and was admitted
to the Bar the following year, and subsequently
entered the law school of Harvard College, where
he remained until the spring of 1857, when he lo
cated in Chicago, and shortly afterward became a
member of the firm of Williams, Woodbridge &
Grant. In 1863, Mr. Williams retired from the
firm upon his election to the bench of the Circuit
Court, and Mr. Grant was associated with Mr.
John Woodbridge until 1867. From 1871 to 1880,
he was connected with William H. Swift when
Matthew P. Brady was admitted as a partner in
the firm of Grant, Swift & Brady. This firm con
tinued until May, 1883, when Mr. Swift retired,
since which time he has been associated with Mr.
Brady. Mr. Grant has always been engaged in
general practice, the chief feature of which has been
real-estate and chancery business, together with
commercial and corporation law. He is recognized
as one of the ablest lawyers of the Chicago Bar,
and is held in high esteem by both Bench and Bar
as a thoroughly educated lawyer, a successful ad
vocate and a most reliable counselor. Mr. Grant
was married, in 1861, to Jennie A. McCallum,
daughter of Mrs. Rebecca M. Seymour, for many
years a resident of Chicago. They have two chil
dren, both sons.
The Rafff.rty Murder Case.—
Among the noted causes which have been
tried in the Criminal Court since 187 1, the
first to merit attention is that of Christo
pher Rafferty for the murder of Patrick
O'Meara, a police officer, which occurred
on the night of August 5, 1872. The cir
cumstances of the killing, as gathered from
the opinion of the Supreme Court, were:
A little after midnight of the 4th, Rafferty
was sitting quietly and peaceably by a table
in a saloon, in Chicago, when O'Meara and
another policeman, named Scanlan, came in.
O'Meara immediately drew attention to Rafferty; when
the latter, addressing O'Meara in a friendly manner,
asked him to take something to drink, or a cigar, which
was declined. Scanlan then went directly up to Rafferty,
tapped him on the shoulder, and told him he had a
warrant for him. The former demanded that it be read,
which was done, and he apparently submitted to the
arrest, but immediately threatened to shoot the first
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man who should lay a hand upon him. O'Meara, who the largest and most valuable in Central Vermont ; he was a mem
had his club hung to his wrist, stationed himself at the ber of the State Legislature several times. Lewis L. Coburn was
the youngest of five children. lie attended the district school in
outer door to prevent Rafferty's escape, while Scanlan winter
and the academy in fall and spring, and between times
kept himself in a position to guard a back door. All worked on the farm. At sixteen, he began to teach the district
this occurred in a brief space of time ; and while school, and soon acquired a high reputation as an instructor and
O'Meara Was guarding the door which led into the disciplinarian. He took his preparatory academic course at Barre,
Vt., and entered the University of Vermont in 1855, graduating in
street, Rafferty shot him with a pistol, inflicting a mor
1859 with the degree of B.A. He had spent a good part of his
tal wound. There was no pretense that Rafferty had college
vacations in reading law with Roberts & Chittenden, at
been accused or suspected of having committed any Burlington, Vt., and was quite advanced in his legal studies when
he left the University. After a short time in the office of Hon. T.
felony, or was at the time in the act of committing a mis
demeanor ; nor did the State's attorney, on the trial, P. Redfield, of Montpelier, he entered the Harvard Law School,
which he graduated in 1861. He was admitted to the Bar in
attempt to show that such was the case ; or that either from
Boston, and immediately after his graduation from Harvard started
of the policemen had at the time in their possession any for Chicago. Mr. Coburn determined to make patent law a spe
lawful warrant authorizing the prisoner's arrest. There cialty. Invention had been stimulated to unusual activity by the
were three trials of the case, and three appeals to the War, and very soon he had all he could attend to. In .the latter
part of 1861, he took into partnership an old schoolmate and per
Supreme Court. The first trial, resulting in a convic
sonal friend, William E. Marrs ; and in a few years the firm had a
tion and sentence of execution, was had at the Septem
very extensive legal business. Mr. Coburn was diverted from the
ber term, 1872. The case being taken to the Supreme law for a time. Visiting his parents in Vermont, he arrived when a
brigade of nine months' men had just been raised for the Army.
Court on a writ of error, that court reversed the judg
ment below, on the ground that the court had erred in He was unanimously chosen captain of one of the companies, and
went at once into active service. In the front ranks at Gettysburg,
refusing a change of venue as prayed, and also in refus
Captain Coburn and his command served two days, and he distin
ing to admit testimony showing that the prisoner was guished himself for his efficiency and bravery. He was offered
intoxicated at the time of committing the alleged offense. honorable preferment, which he declined, not wishing to remain
The venue having been changed to the county of in the Army for a longer term than he had enlisted for. At the end
of his service he returned to Chicago to resume his law practice,
Lake, another trial also resulted in a conviction and a which
had been carried on by his partner under the firm name.
sentence of the death penalty. The case was again heard The business increased rapidly, the pressure of work causing the
in the Supreme Court on a writ of error, and was again breaking down of the health of Mr. Coburn's partner, Mr. Marrs,
reversed and remanded—the court holding that the who died in 1868. Mr. Coburn carried on the business, with the
of a large corps of clerks, until 1875, when Hon. John
court below had erred in refusing to admit testimony assistance
M. Thacher, an old friend and classmate, became his partner. Mr.
showing the invalidity of the warrant in the hands of Thacher, for ten years previously, had been in the United States
the person making the pretended arrest. If it was true that patent office, occupying various positions from assistant examiner
the process was void, the homicide would be reduced from to commissioner of patents, and the latter position he resigned to
murder to manslaughter, unless express malice toward become a partner with Mr. Coburn. This firm still continues.
Mr. Coburn is quick to recognize any new principle or combination,
the deceased was shown by the proof.
and equally quick to see where a claimed invention may be an
The third trial of this remarkable case occurred in infringement on something already patented. He has been attorney
Lake County, in October, 1873, and for the third time in many of the most important patent suits ever tried in this country,
the prisoner was found guilty and sentenced to be and is always on the successful side. Among these cases are the
barb-wire suits, the beef-canning suits, the Irwin tubular lantern,
hung. For the third time, also, the cause was taken to and
other equally important cases. Mr. Coburn is a large property
the Supreme Court on a writ of error, but not with the holder. He was the leader of the movement which brought about
same favorable result. The judgment of the court be
the radical change in the South Town and city governments. He
low was affirmed. It having been established by proof was one of the originators and founders of the Chicago Athenaeum,
and
the first president of the Union League of Chicago. He has
that, three days previous to the killing, the prisoner had frequently
been mentioned as candidate for the State Senate and for
declared that no Bridgeport policeman (as they were representative in Congress, but such positions he has always declined.
who made the arrest) should arrest him while he had a Mr. Coburn is a tall, courtly and dignified gentleman, in the full
pistol ; and when he had shot O'Meara through the prime of life, and stands in the highest estimation of the citizens
breast, without offering to go out of the door, he had and his acquaintances.
Emmet Dale, attorney and counselor at law, is the
instantly turned around and fired two shots at Scanlan, son ofSamuel
Samuel and Jane Dale, and was born at Dublin, Ireland, on
the court held that this was sufficient evidence of express September 16, 1841. His grandfather and the celebrated Irish patriot,
malice to justify the finding of murder, notwithstanding Robert Emmet, were cousins. When he was six years old, his par
the attempted arrest was illegal. He was executed at ents came to this country, and settled in Milwaukee, where he re
ceived his early education. At the age of seventeen, he entered the
Waukegan in 1874.
law office of Finches, Lynde & Miller, of that city, with whom he
William A. Montgomery, senior member of the firm of remained six years. He was admitted to the Milwaukee Bar in
Montgomery & Smith, is a son of John R. Montgomery, and a 1862, and a year afterward located in Chicago. In 1869, he became
grandson of William Montgomery, both lawyers of Lancaster, a member of the firm of Carter, Becker & Dale. Mr. Carter re
Penn., where he was born on June 21, 1838. He received his tired in 1874, and the firm of Becker & Dale continued until Jan
higher education at Washington College, Penn., and at Beloit uary, 1880, since which time Mr. Dale has been actively engaged in
College, Wis. After graduating from the latter, in 1857, he general practice. He is highly esteemed by Bench and Bar as an
attended the law-school at Louisville for one year, when he returned able lawyer, and by a large clientage as a most successful advocate
to Wisconsin and completed his legal course in the office of Judge and prudent counselor. Mr. Dale wasmarrieli, on September 13,
Hopkins, of Madison, who afterward was elevated to the Bench of 1871, to Miss H. Harriet Beckwith, of Exeter, England. They
the United States District Court. After his admission to the Bar have five children,—Gertrude, Walter B., Frederick S., Harriet, and
at Madison, in i860, he removed to Chicago. He had been in Stephen M.
George G. Bellows was born at Boston, Mass., on October
practice but a short time when the War broke out. He enlisted in
the 15th Wisconsin Infantry, and at the close of the War had risen 14, 1831. His father, John Bellows, was an old bank president
and merchant of that city. George was educated in Cambridge,
to the rank of captain. Returning to Chicago, he became a mem
ber of the firm of Wilson, Martin & Montgomery, and later of Mass., and New Vork City, securing a course of two years in Har
Montgomery & Waterman. For several years after the dissolution vard University. After this he commenced the study of law with
of the latter partnership he practiced alone, forming, on January 1, fudge Vose, of Walpole, one of the leading lawyers of New Hamp
1885, a connection with Jaspersen Smith. Mr. Montgomery has shire, with whom he remained one year, and then went to New
York City to complete his studies with Hall, Butler & Everts. He
one son,—John R.
Lewis L. Coburn was born at East Montpelier, Vt., on took part in the Scott campaign, and was also a supporter of Fill
November 2, 1834. His ancestors were among the oldest settlers more and an earnest advocate of the election of Abraham Lincoln.
of the counties in which they lived. His father, I.arned Coburn, Upon the breaking out of the War he actively engaged in raising
was a successful and wealthy farmer, his landed estate being °ne °f troops for the regiment of Colonel Fardella, one of Garibaldi's old
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officers. As quartermaster, he spent eighteen months at the front,
anil returned only after he had been stricken with fever contracted
in the Chickahominy Swamps. When he was well enough to be
about again, he went to Kentucky and Tennessee. He next lec
tured through Wisconsin for the United States Sanitary Commission,
of which institution Dr. Henry \V. Bellows, his brother, was presi
dent. Returning to New York for a short time, in November,
1864, he came to Chicago, where he has since resided, engaged in
the practice of his profession. For many years he was in partner
ship with Henry C. Mallard. Mr. Bellows is a cousin of Henry
Bellows, deceased, formerly chief-justice of the Supreme Court of
New I lampshire.
Edmund S. Holiirook is a son of Stephen and Sally (Goddard) Holbrook, being the youngest of the family. He was born
at Grafton, Mass., received a preparatory course at Phillips
Academy, Andover, and graduated from Amherst College in 1839.
While in school he had acquired a reputation for oratory and as a
poet and deep thinker, so that, upon his graduation, he was at once
invited by the New England Anti-Slavery Society to become one of
their lecturers. He accepted the office, but the next year located in
Essex County, Va., as a professor of languages, belles-lettres and
vocal music. He followed this pursuit for three years, studying
law besides, and coming quite prominently before his people as an
orator anil debater. In 1843, he was admitted to the Richmond
Bar; but finding the slavery sentiments of the country distasteful,
he removed, in the fall of that year, to Ottawa, III. Soon afterward
Mr. Holbrook settled in Peru, l.aSulle County, and there assisted
in the organization of a company of troops for the Mexican War,
and was elected lieutenant. He was present at the battle of Buena
Vista, and returned home in July, 1847. In 1848, he established a
weekly free-soil paper called the Peru Telegraph, and supported
Martin Van Iitiren for president. At the organization of the re
publican party, he upheld their anti-slavery views, being a pioneer
champion of the cause himself. Mr. Holbrook is still an unflinch
ing republican, is a valued contributor to current literature, being
especially known in circles of spiritualists. Since 1865 he has prac
ticed law in Chicago, opening a branch office in Joliet in 1870. He
has always made a specialty of real-estate law, in which he is con
sidered a safe and well-posted counselor. He married, in 1S52, Ann
Case, of Racine, Wis., daughter of Caleb Case, a native of New
York. She died in 1SS2, leaving three children.
The Great Contempt Case.—Growing out of the
Rafferty case was the celebrated cause of The People
vs. Charles L. Wilson, proprietor, and Andrew Shuman,
editor, of the Chicago Evening Journal. Rafferty had
recently been tried and convicted of murder. A writ
of error, staying the execution, had been granted, and
was pending and undetermined at the date of the publi
cation. The following is an extract from the article
upon which the information was based :
"At the time the writ was granted in the case of the murderer
Rafferty, the public was blandly assured that the matter would be
examined into by the Supreme Court and decided at once ; that possi
bly the hanging of this notorious human butcher would not be de
layed for a single day. Time sped away, however, and we hear of
nothing definite being done. * * * The riff-raff who con
tributed fourteen hundred dollars to demonstrate that ' hanging is
played out' may congratulate themselves on the success of their
game. Their money is operating splendidly. We have no hesi
tancy in prophecving clear through to the end just what will be done
with Rafferty. He will be granted a new trial. He will be tried
somewhere within a year or two. He will be sentenced to imprison
ment for life. 1 Ie will eventually be pardoned out. And why? Be
cause fourteen hundred dollars is enough to enable a man to
purchase an immunity from the consequences of any crime. If
next winter's Legislature does not hermetically seal up every chink
and loophole through which murderers now escape, it will deserve
the bitter censure of every honest man in Illinois. We must simplify
our mode of procedure in murder trials. The criminal should be
tried at once, and when found guilty should be hanged at once, and
the quicker hanged the better. The courts are now completely in
the control of corrupt and mercenary shysters—the jackals of the
legal profession, who feast and batten on human blood, spilled by
the hands of other men. All this must be remedied. There can be
found a remedy, and it must be found.''
The defendants were ruled to appear before the Su
preme Court, to show cause why an attachment should
not be issued against them for contempt. Justices
Breese, Scott and Sheldon dissented from this ruling.
The respondents severally answered under oath. Mr.
Wilson admitted his proprietorship, but denied all

knowledge of the article prior to its publication. Mr.
Shuman, while admitting his editorship of the paper,
denied the authorship of the article, although he had
read it before its publication, and permitted it to be
published. Both defendants disavowed any intentional
disrespect to the court, or any design to embarrass the
administration of justice, insisting, however, upon their
right to examine the proceedings of every department
of the government of this State, and that they were not
responsible, in a proceeding of this character, for the
truth of their publications, or for the motives with which
they may be made, " save when such publications impede,
embarrass or obstruct the administration of justice."
Upon this answer the attachment was ordered to issue
forthwith. The defendants were thereupon arrested,
and brought before the court. Chief-Justice Lawrence,
who had given the leading opinion in the case, caused
the respondents to "stand up " before the court, and
passed sentence upon them. After reciting the previous
proceedings, he said:
" It now only remains to impose upon you a penalty for the
offense. It is in the power of the court, in cases of this character,
to punish by both fine and imprisonment. We have, however, no
desire to inflict a severe penalty. * * * We are not unmindful
of the fact that neither of you wrote the objectionable article, and
that you, Charles L. Wilson, did not see it before its publication.
We shall impose upon you only a moderate fine, as we can not be
lieve you are likely to commit similar offenses in the future. You,
Charles L. Wilson, are adjudged to pay a fine of $100, and you,
Andrew Shuman, are adjudged to pay a line of $200. You are also
adjudged to pay the costs. of this proceeding."
The case attracted the widest attention. The news
papers of this country, and even of Europe, took it up,
and commented upon the action of the court with more
or less severity. As a specimen of these comments, the
Legal News, of this city, said, "Since the organization
of our State the court has made no decision that will so
degrade and lower its dignity as this one." The Legal
Gazette, of Philadelphia, said:
" It strikes us that the Illinois judges are entirely too sensitive
in the matter, and have committed a great mistake in attempting to
punish the offending journalists in the manner stated."
Justice Scott, in his opinion, said:
" If it is anything more than simply an unjust criticism on the
court in reference to a cause then pending, the most unfavorable
view that can be taken is that it is a constructive contempt, and as
such it could not directly or indirectly affect the administration of
justice in an appellate court. I should be very unwilling to admit
that it would have any such effect."
The London Law Times, in commenting upon the
case, approves the action of the court, and cites English
authorities to maintain that view. It says:
" There assuredly can be no more serious reflection upon a court
of law than to say that it is susceptible to corrupt influence; and it
seems to us that the American judiciary have only to tolerate attacks
of this kind upon their honesty to bring upon themselves well mer
ited contempt."
On the other hand, the United States Jurist, a quar
terly law magazine published in Washington, said;
" This seems to us an extraordinary proceeding on the part of
the court; the despotic exercise of very doubtful constitutional au
thority. It was not pretended that this newspaper paragraph, pub
lished in a distant city ' impeded, embarrassed or obstructed the
court in the administration of justice,' but that it was calculated to
do so. * * * If newspapers are libellous, have not injured
parties ample means of redress without any such ex-parte proceed
ings as these ? "
The action of Judge Lawrence in the case undoubt
edly contributed to his defeat as a candidate for re- elec
tion to the Supreme Bench the following year, whereas
Mr. Shuman was elected lieutenant-governor of the
State in 1876.
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Chester Kinney is a son of Ethel I'. Kinney, a prominent
ship-builder of New York and Canada, and l.avinia (Porter) Kinney.
He was born in Onondaga County, N. V., on July 15, 1827, and
was educated in the Clinton Liberal Institute, Oneida County, and
Fally Seminary, Oswego County, N. Y., preparatory to taking a
collegiate course. Entering Hamilton College in the second year,
he graduated in 1S50, and then resided four years in Central New
York, studying law with Noxon, Leavenworth & Comstock, of
Syracuse. On January 2, 1854, he was admitted to the Bar of NewYork, and in lS57,came to Middleport (now known as Watseka), Iro
quois Co., 111. Mr. Kinney removed to Chicago in 1865, and formed a
partnership with his brother, C. I'. Kinney. They afterward admit
ted Colonel John II. l'eck to the firm, the connection continuing a
number of years. Since 1S68, he has been engaged in a general
practice alone. Mr. Kinney was married on March 26, 1857, to
Louisa L. Spencer, daughter of Colonel J. C. Spencer and niece of
Judge John C. Spencer. They have one son and a daughter, the
latter being the wife of Albert I). Ferry.
• Samuel Ware Packard is a lineal descendant of Samuel
1'ackard, of Windham, England, who immigrated to Hingham,
Plymouth Colony (Massachusetts), in 163S. His grandfather was
Reverend Theophilus Packard, D.D., and his father, who was also
of the same name, were Congregational ministers, and preached to
one church, in Shelburne, Franklin Co., Mass., for over fifty years,
the son succeeding the father in the same pulpit. His grandfather,
Rev. Dr. Packard, was one of the founders of Amherst College,
and a trustee of Williams College for fifteen years. Mr. Packard's
mother, Elizabeth Parsons Ware, was the daughter of Rev. Samuel
Ware, also a Congregational minister, of Ware, Mass. Mr. Pack
ard himself is a Puritan of the strictest type, not only by descent,
but in all his beliefs and observances. Horn at Shelburne, Mass.,
on November 29, 1847, he came to Chicago at an early day, his
family having been broken up. At sixteen years of age, Mr. Pack
ard was thus left to shift for himself. While making a thorough,
but unsuccessful canvass of the city for employment, he met his old
family physician, and was told, to his astonishment, that he was
intended for a lawyer, and that an opening would be found for
him in the office of Joseph N. Barker, the brother-in-law of his
medical friend. Thus it was that, in the spring of 1864, he com
menced to study with Barker & Tuley, and remained there until the
fall of 1865, having, in the meantime, assiduously cultivated a beard
and worked up quite a practice on account of his mature appearance
and manners. When seventeen years of age he tried his first case
before a justice of the peace. After attending the Shelburne Falls
Academy and the Williston Seminary at East Hampton, Mass., he
returned to Chicago, in 1866, and remained another year with
Barker & Tuley, being admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Court
of Illinois on August 16, 1S67, when nineteen years of age. In the
spring of 1868, he formed a partnership with Colonel J. S. Cooper,
which continued for upwards of ten years, Gwynn Garnett and W.
W. Gurley being, during a portion of the time, members of the
firm. In 1874, when but twenty-six years of age, Mr. Packard
argued his first case in the Supreme Court of the United States.
It may be stated that, since 1880, he has practiced alone, satisfying
himself with the faithful and successful conduct of a few important
cases rather than striving after a large and miscellaneous business.
For example, from 1877 to 1882, he acted—in connection with
other notable litigations—as attorney for the creditors of the Chicago
& Illinois River Railroad in a very complicated litigation covering
that period, and which he carried to a successful issue. Mr. Pack
ard obtained $100,000 for his clients, who, during the preliminary
stages of the litigation, had vainly attempted to effect a compromise
for §10,000. Another important case, well illustrating the perti
nacity and aggressiveness of his character as a lawyer, is that known
as the " Yankton County (Dak.) bond case." He was retained as
the attorney for the bondholders of that county, after the Supreme
Court of the Territory had declared the bonds, which amounted to
some $300,000, invalid. He t<x>k the case to the Supreme Court of
the United States, and there obtained a reversal of this decision—
Matt. H. Carpenter being the opposing counsel. After this,
Mr. Packard found his way obstructed by certain acts of the Ter
ritorial legislature, which prevented him from enforcing payment of
the judgments. Shortly afterward, in 1S82, a strong effort was
made by the republican party, then in control of both houses of
Congress, to procure the admission of Southern Dakota as a State.
He thereupon prepared a protest, which was presented to Congress,
against the admission of the Territory, on the ground that its
Legislature aided and abetted Yankton County in its action of
repudiation, and until it purged its records of this disgrace it ought
not to be admitted into the Union. He also flooded the country
with circulars and pamphlets, and created so strong a sentiment in
his favor, that it was found impossible to obtain a vote for the
admission of Southern Dakota into the Union while the Territory
stood in this attitude. Thereupon, the delegate of the Territory,
upon the adjournment of Congress, informed his constituents that
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the Dakota admission bill could not be passed until the Yankton
bond matter was settled ; he therefore advised them that a I .egislature
must be elected favorable to the payment of the debt. This advice
was followed, and, during the spring of 18S3, Mr. Packard pro
cured the passage of a refunding Act, the matter being thus settled
to the satisfaction of the bondholders. Speaking in general terms,
the success which has come to Mr. Packard in the practice of his
profession is attributable to those qualities which a certain justice
upon the Bench, of high standing, attributed to him in a pre
eminent degree, viz., "thoroughness of research, logic, and clear
ness of expression." Mr. Packard has always been a very strong
temperance man, both in his belief and practice. He was married,
on June 23, 1874, to Clara A. Fish, of Lombard, 111. They have
three children—Stella, Laura and Walter F'ugene.
Roswell B. Bacon was born near Medina, Orleans Co., N. Y.,
on September 28, 1838. Allen Bacon, his father, was of English de
scent, a well-to-do farmer, and a man of great influence in local mat
ters. His mother, Diantha (Hulburd) Bacon, was of Welsh extrac
tion. After securing a common school education, he commenced
his preparation for college at Temple Hill Academy, Oeneseo, N.
Y. He graduated from Williams College in 1SO2, studied law in
the office of Benedict & Martindale, at Rochester, N. Y., and was
admitted to the Bar in 1864. In the autumn of 1S65, he removed
to Chicago, and until May, 1S6S, was with Gallup & Hitchcock,
Gallup & Peabody, and Barker & Tuley. At this time he formed
a partnership with C. M. Hawley, under the firm name of Hawley
& Bacon, which continued until Mr. Hawley was appointed United
States Dislrict Judge for the Territory of Utah. Mr. Bacon subse
quently associated himself with James S. Norton, as Bacon & Nor
ton, which firm was dissolved in 1872. In May. 1873, he became
a member of the firm of Lockwood (Joseph K.)&. Bacon, Mr. Lockwood being an old college friend. In 1875, the partnership was
dissolved by Mr. Lockwood's death. Mr. Bacon, in the fall of the
same year, became a special partner with John Y. LeMoyne, which
continued while that gentleman was serving his term in Congress.
He has since practiced alone, his business being principally of a
real-estate and chancery nature.
Edward Rohy was born at Brockport, Monroe Co., N. Y.,
on August 31, 1840. He received his education in that State. At
the breaking out of the War he offered himself for service, but was
rejected on account of ill health. Mr. Roby was admitted to the
Bar in June, 1861, at Albany, N. Y., and commenced regular prac
tice in Chicago, upon his arrival here in April, 1865. His legal ca
reer in this city has marked him as a lawyer of broad, constitutional
mind, and he has argued a great number of cases before the State
Supreme Court, especially in the line of upholding the provisions of
the State Constitution of 1870 relating to the collecting of munic
ipal revenue. In accordance with legal opinions, the city govern
ment attempted to collect its taxes, in the old way, as if the Con
stitution had never existed. The Superior Court sustained its action,
but test cases being taken to the Supreme Court by Mr. Roby, the
provisions of the State Constitution were upheld upon two separate
occasions ; notwithstanding which, the city still believed that special
legislation was required to give effect to the general law, and not
only was a statute passed in 1S73 to keep up the special city offices
for assessment and collection of the taxes, but, in 1S75, a special
municipal charter was adopted by popular vote, instead of allowing
the general city incorporation law of the State to go into effect.
Mr. Roby argued the question of constitutionality before Judge
Wallace, of the County Court, and gained his point. The city ap
pealed. Mr. Roby again took the matter in hand before the Su
preme Court, which sustained the lower tribunal. Thus the special
law and the special charter fell together. The issuance of the
scrip of 1875, in violation of the State Constitution limiting munic
ipal indebtedness, was followed, two years thereafter, by a suit
brought by Mr. Roby, in behalf of Judge Henry Fuller, praying
for an injunction against its payment. This action had the effect
of forcing the city officers into more economical measures, but, be
fore the Supreme Court decided in favor of the injunction, the
scrip had all been paid. In fact, it is not too much to say, that no
man has done more, through the machinery of the courts, to bring
about the city's low rate of taxation and freedom from indebtedness
than Mr. Roby. He is an acknowledged authority, also, on realestate and commercial law, having delivered several lectures before
prominent colleges on these topics. Mr. Roby was married, in
1876, to Mrs. Lelia P. Magoun, a Boston lady. They have two
children.
The Hanford Murder Case. — The trial of no
cause in Cook County was ever attended with greater
interest and excitement than this. The homicide oc
curred on August 7, 1876. The deceased was principal
of the North Division High School. In a communica
tion to the City Council, in regard to the confirmation
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of certain appointees of the Board of Education, he used
the following language in regard to Mrs. Sullivan, wife
of Alexander Sullivan, who was then secretary of the
Board of Public Works:
"The instigator and engineer-in-chief of all deviltry connected
with the legislation of the Board, is Mrs. Sullivan, wife of the
Secretary of the Board of l'ublic Works. Her influence with Colvin
(the mayor) was proven by her getting Bailey dismissed, and her
husband appointed in his stead."
Mr. Sullivan was present when the communication
was made. He immediately returned home, informed
his wife what had occurred, and having ascertained that
Mr. Hanford was the author of the communication, he
procured a carriage and, with his wife and brother, pro
ceeded to Hanford's residence, where he was found,
with his wife and son, sitting on the steps of his house.
The parties were not acquainted : but, having ascer
tained the presence of each other, Mr. Sullivan de
manded a retraction of the offensive language above
quoted. This was refused. Some angry words fol
lowed, with a blow from Mr. Sullivan, which knocked
Mr. Hanford down. Mr. McMullen thereupon seized
Mr Sullivan, his wife and brother in the meantime get
ting out of the carriage. A general melee ensued, in
which, as was alleged, Mr. Hanford struck Mrs. Sulli
van. Her husband then drew a revolver, and fired at
Mr. Hanford, inflicting a wound, of which he died in
thirty minutes. Sullivan was defended by Leonard
Swett, W. W. O'Brien and Thomas Moran. The people
were represented by Charles H. Reed, State's attorney.
The trial began October 16, 1876, and lasted until the
27th, when, the jury, failing to agree (standing eleven
for acquittal to one for conviction), was discharged.
A second trial was had in March, 1877. At this time
the prosecution was conducted by Luther Laflin Mills
and Colonel Van Arman, and the defense by Messrs.

Swett, Moran, Storrs and Hynes. The trial lasted a
week. The jury was out but a few minutes, returning
with a verdict of "not guilty."
John S. CooPEjt, attorney and counselor at law, son of Isaac
and Elma Cooper, was born at Mt. Gilead, Morrow Co., O., on
July 23, 1841. He received his early education in the school of
Erasmus G. Phillips, and from his thirteenth to his fifteenth year
he attended the Mt. Gilead High School, and two years later
entered Oberlin College. Before he could graduate, he enlisted in
the Federal Army, in 1861, and saw active service in Virginia and
participated in the engagements of Cross Lanes, Winchester,
Slaughter Mountain, I'ort Republic, Krcdericksburgh, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the siege of Petersburg, and other historic battles,
receiving a severe wound at Aiken's Farm, on September 29, 1864.
He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel of the 107th Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, which he commanded until discharged on July
25, 1865, at Cleveland, O. In August. 1865, he came to Chicago
and devoted his entire attention to law, and was admitted to the
Bar in 1867. During the following year, he associated himself with
Mr. Packard, the firm subsequently becoming Cooper, Garnett &
Packard. Mr. Cooper is recognized by the legal fraternity and a
numerous clientage as a thorough lawyer, a successful advocate and
a reliable counselor. 1 1 is specialty is commercial and railroad cor
poration law.
John T. Dale was born at Sandbach. Cheshire, England, on
April 25, 1841. His father, Thomas Dale, was a master machinist,
endowed by nature with great mechanical genius, and possessed of

fine musical talents. Although holding a lucrative and responsible
position in a large manufacturing establishment, he immigrated to
America, and settled on a farm in Salem, Kenosha Co., Wis., in
1849. Mr. Dale's mother was Jane Burgess, of an old Cheshire
family. During the years of his minority he worked on the farm,
and by improving his opportunities at an excellent public school and
neighboring academy during winter months, obtained a good prac
tical education. He was intensely fond of literature, and his
general reading was very extensive. He taught school two winters,
and in the spring of 1863 came to Chicago. In the latter part of
1S63, he entered the law office of D. C. & I. J. Nicholes as a stu
dent and clerk, where he remained two years, and was admitted to
the Bar in the spring of 1865. He afterward attended lectures on
real-estate law, in the Union College of I.aw, by Hon. Henry Booth.
He formed a partnership, in 1S67, with Judge E. S. Holbrook.
Their practice was principally in real-estate matters, besides which
they conducted several important patent cases. Losing their papers
and library in the fire of 1871, this partnership was dissolved. Mr.
Dale subsequently formed a partnership with Sidney Thomas,
which lasted about one year. Since then he has been in practice by
himself. In 1870, he removed to Winnetka, where he identified
himself with the interests of the village. He was elected four years
and is now president of the board of trustees, and was a member of
the Council, as trustee, for four years. In 1864 he became a mem
ber of the I.O.O.F. He is a member of the Congregational Church,
a republican, and a gentleman of literary tastes. He has been for
tunate in his investments and is in good circumstances. He mar
ried, in September, 1880, Miss Leila W. Graves, of Chicago, a lady
of fine musical accomplishments.
David Bkainerd Lyman is the son of the late Rev. David B.
Lyman, formerly of New Hartford, Conn., a graduate of Williams
College and student at Andover Theological Seminary, who was a
missionary to the Sandwich Islands, from 1S31 until his death more
than fifty years later, and where his widow still resides. Mr. Lyman
was born on March 27, 1840, in Hilo, on the Island of Hawaii.
He held several important positions at an early age under the
government of the Sandwich Islands, through which he procured
means to obtain a university education. In 1859, he left Honolulu,
sailed around Cape Horn, and arrived at New Bedford, Mass., in
May, i860. The following September he entered Vale College, and
graduated in 1864; then attended Harvard Law School, and gradu
ated in 18(16. In 1864-65, he was connected with the Sanitary
Commission as hospital visitor, being then in charge of the Fifth
Corps hospital of the Army of the Potomac and also the Point of
Rocks hospital, in Virginia, and for the last few weeks of his service
was in charge of the station established by the Sanitary Commission
for the forces concentrated around Washington while the Army was
being disbanded. Mr. Lyman was admitted to the Boston Bar in
1866, when he came to Chicago and entered the office of Waite &
Clark as clerk, remaing with them two years. He formed a part
nership on July 1, 1869, with Huntington W. Jackson, under the
firm name of Lyman & Jackson, which still continues. Mr. Lyman
is a good classical scholar and possesses fine literary attainments.
He is very learned in real-estate law, and a thorough practitioner in
every branch of his profession. He prepares excellent briefs and
his arguments have great weight with both court and jury. He
never advises unnecessary or groundless suits. In politics Mr.
Lyman is a consistent republican, but not a rabid partisan. He
was married on October 5, 1870, to Miss Mary E. Cossitt, daughter
of Franklin 1). Cossitt, of Chicago. They have three children liv
ing. He resides at LaGrange.
Sherry and Connelly. — Of all the murders
which have ever been committed in Chicago, that of
Hugh McConville by Patrick Sherry and Jeremiah
Connelly, on the night of January 19, 1878, was the
most cowardly, brutal, and unprovoked. On the after
noon of January 19, 1878, the two started out together,
and by dark they were dangerously drunk. At eight
o'clock, at No. 1594 State Street, they met James Donegan, and attacked him. Sherry struck him on the
head with a slung-shot, Connelly calling out to kill him.
Trying to get away, Sherry struck him again, when he
ran into Peter Smith's market, where the two followed
him, threatening to kill, but he made his escape through
the back door. They then threatened to kill Peter
Smith, and attacked him with a knife. At Thirtyseventh Street they attacked Jacob Rapke, and shortly
after, meeting another man, they made a lunge at him
with a knife. In running away one of them called out
to the other, " Catch him, and I will make mince
meat of him." Soon after this they made an assault
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upon two women in the street, and then upon others.
Finally they met Hugh McConville, walking with his
niece. Sherry immediately seized the young lady,
slapped her in the face, using most outrageous and
indecent language. She ran. Her uncle rushed to her
defense, when one of the scoundrels plunged the butch
er's knife they had secured at Peter Smith's into his
heart. The righteous verdict of the jury was guilty,
and the penalty death. Sherry and Connelly were
hanged on June 21.
Edward L. Barber was born at Hopkinton, R. I., on May
20, 1843, and is the grandson of Colonel Edward N. Barber,
well known in political and military circles in that State. His
parents moved to Wisconsin when he was in his tenth year. His
early education he received in the common schools, and later entered
Milton College, in that State, from which he graduated in July,
1865. He commenced the study of law in the office of Carter,
Pitkin & Davis, at Milwaukee. In June, 1866, he was admitted to
the Bar. Spending a year in travel, and in settling up the affairs
of a friend at Janesville, Wis., in 1868 he came to Chicago, and
entered the omce of Bates & Tousley. At the time of the fire
he was with Garrison, Anderson & Eastman. The fire swept away
Mr. Barber's library and valuable papers, involving a loss of over
$10,000. For eleven days after the fire he was chairman of the
vigilance committee that had charge of the important district south
of Twenty-second Street and east of Halsted. After the fire he built
an office on Twenty-ninth Street, near State, and embarked in businesss for himself, connecting with his law practice a real-estate and
loan and rental agency, which is still conducted under the style of
E. L. Barber & Co., Mr. Barber's father, who came to Chicago
in 1868, and for a greater portion of the time has been engaged
in the real-estate business, constituting the company. Mr. Barber
has a large and lucrative practice, which is principally real-estate
and chancery, combined with corporation law. He has travelled
extensively in every State of the Union, during which tours he has
indulged his literary aspirations, as many biographical sketches and
descriptive and dramatic articles will testify. He was married in
this city, in 1873, to Miss Annie F. Shaw, of Bangor, Me.
Charles L. Easton was born at I.oweville, Lewis Co., N. Y.,
and is the son of William L. and Emeline (Henry) Easton. His
father was a native of the Berkshire Hills of Massachusetts. In
early life he emigrated to Mohawk, Herkimer Co., N. V., where
he learned the printing trade in the same office with General Fran
cis E. Spinner, ex-United States treasurer, and other notable New
Yorkers. He founded the Black River Gazette (now Journal and
Republican), at Loweville ; later he became president of the old
Bank of Loweville. He was an old-time whig in politics, an inti
mate friend of William H. Seward and Thurlow Weed, and a
presidential elector-at-large on the Scott-Graham ticket of 1S52.
In 1853 or 1854, the father became a liberal investor in Iowa and
Minnesota lands, and established the banking house of Easton,
Cooley & Co. (subsequently William L. Easton & Son), at Decorah, Iowa. The latter firm was succeeded, shortly after the
passage of the National Bank Act, by the First National Bank of
Decorah, of which James L. Easton, (the " Son") is the president.
Charles L. was educated at Union College, Schenectady, N. Y.,
and was graduated from that institution in 1863. He then entered
the law office of Charles I). Adams, a prominent lawyer of his na
tive town, but now of Utica, N. Y., where he pursued a very thor
ough course of study, and was admitted to the Bar in 1866. In the
fall of that year he came to Chicago, and entered upon a success
ful professional career. He is a thorough lawyer, of excellent quali
fications. In 1876, Mr. Eastman was elected, as a republican, to
the Illinois Legislature, where he was distinguished for his sound
judgment and care of his duties as a legislator and the interests of
his constituency. He is a Master Mason and an excellent citizen.
The Murder of Albert Race. —On the night of
October 4, 1878, the store of E. S. Jaffray & Co., in
Chicago, was entered by burglars, and a large quantity
of goods, consisting principally of silks and silk hand
kerchiefs, was stolen. The goods were taken in a
wagon, by the burglars, to the store of Lesser Friedberg, a pawnbroker on State Street. While the burg
lars were removing the goods from the wagon, between
ten and eleven o'clock at night, they were discovered by
a police officer, who, on attempting to investigate their
proceedings, was shot and killed by one of the burglars.
Before the officer came up, a large quantity of the
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goods had been carried into Friedberg's store, he being
present.
The State was represented on the trial by Mr.
Mills, State's attorney, Emery A. Storrs conducting the
defense. It was supposed by the defendant, Friedberg,
that the only evidence against him was that of one
Freeman, who assisted in the burglary and had turned
State's evidence. He testified to the facts of the rob
bery, and also that the goods were taken and delivered
to Friedberg, in pursuance of a prior arrangement
made with him. As it turned out, the evidence of the
accomplice, upon which it is generally so difficult to
convict, was supported by others. Two witnesses, who
resided two blocks from the defendant's pawnshop, test
ified that one or two nights previously they had been in
his place, looking at some silks, and remarked that they
did not wish to pay more than $1.50 a yard. Friedberg
replied, "Come in to-morrow or next day night, and 1 will
have some more." It was also shown that, immediately
after the occurrence in front of the store, the defend
ant's door was locked, the lights in the store nearly ex
tinguished, and that he could not be found. He sub
sequently denied being in the store when the officer
was shot, although that fact was fully established.
Upon the evidence, the jury found the prisoner
guilty, and he was sentenced to the penitentiary for
four years. A supersedeas was granted by the Supreme
Court, when the case was extensively reviewed at the
March term, 1882, and the judgment of the court below
affirmed. Judge Dickey, however, dissented, stating
that the evidence to his mind was not sufficient to
justify a conviction.
Albert Race was the name of the murdered police
man referred to in the above account. John Lamb and
George Freeman were indicted for his murder, and
tried at the March term, 1879, of the Criminal Court,
before Hon. E. S. Williams. Lamb alone was put on
trial, Freeman having turned State's evidence, as in
the burglary case. The prosecution was conducted by
State's Attorney Mills and his assistant, E. P. Webber,
and the defense by John Van Arman, Mr. Gordon and

Ox.
W. S. Forrest. After an exciting trial, the jury found
the defendant guilty, and directed, by their verdict, the
infliction of the death penalty. The case being taken
to the Supreme Court on a writ of error, which was
made a supersedeas, the judgment of the court below
was reversed, and the cause remanded for a new trial.
The principal error, as found by the court, was in the
refusal to instruct the jury, that even if they believed
that the homicide was committed by one of several
burglars while engaged in secreting or disposing of
property which they had previously stolen, and that the
killing was done to prevent the discovery and seizure
of the property by the person killed, then, unless the
jury believed from the evidence, beyond all reasonable
doubt, that the defendant was present at the homicide,
or sufficiently near to render aid to the perpetrator, and
actually did aid the person who committed the homi
cide ; or unless the jury should find that the defendant,
before the homicide, counseled or advised the persons
in charge of the goods to oppose and resist whosoever
should attempt to seize them or interrupt them in their
secretion or disposal, and that the killing of the de-
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ceased occurred in the course of such resistance, then
they ought to acquit the defendant. In this opinion
the court was divided ; four being in favor and three
opposed.
The case lingered along until February 6, 1882,
when the defendant was again put upon trial, which
lasted until February 16. The evidence not being
considered sufficient by the jury, their verdict was "not
guilty."
Francis A. Riddle. —Of the- many public men whose lives
urc sketched in these volumes, either because of their representative
character or as furnishing something of the history of Chicago, it
is noticeable that few of them are Illinoisans by birth. Francis
A. Riddle is one of this limited number. He was born near the
city of Springfield, in Sangamon County, on March 19, 1843.
His father, John Riddle, was a prosperous farmer, and Francis,
up to the age of seventeen years, had the common experience of
country boys, his time being fairly divided between the labors of
farm life in the summer and the district school in winter. In i860,
having progressed beyond the privileges the rural school-house
afforded, he was entered as a student in the school then known as
the Illinois State University, at Springfield, where he remained
nearly two years, when the stirring events of the Civil War, and
that impetuous patriotism which carried so many of the young men
of that day to the field, drew him away from books and preceptors
and into the ranks of the Union army. In June, 1862, he enlisted
in Co. " H," of the 130th Regiment of Illinois Volunteers. His regi
ment, which had been recruited at Camp Butler, was presently
sent to Memphis, whence it was transferred to Milliken's Bend and
became a participant in the famous campaign which led up to the
investment and capture of Vicksburg. Hardships his youth could
not well withstand resulted m severe sickness, and he was sent
home to regain his health. Returning to the front, he rejoined
his regiment at Carrollton, La., and in the early fall of 1863 was
made a second lieutenant in the 0.3d United States Colored Infantry,
an organization he hail helped to form in pursuance of orders issued
by the Secretary of War. He was soon thereafter promoted first
lieutenant, on recommendation of a board of military examiners,
and in the winter of 1S64 was made judge-advocate of a military
commission at Thibodeaux, La., of which Colonel George R. Davis,
then of the 3d Rhode Island Cavalry, and, subsequently, for six
years member of Congress from the City of Chicago, was president.
At the close of this duty, he was appointed post-quartermaster at
Carrollton. I le was mustered out on August 1, 1S65, having reached
his majority during the period of his military service. Having
thus honorably closed his experience as a soldier, he anxiouslyturned again to the studies from which he had been separated for
something more than three years, and in September was admitted
to the junior class of Illinois College, at Jacksonville. In this
institution he made rapid and satisfactory progress, and on leaving
it he began the study of the law, first at Springfield, and later in
the law department of the University of Chicago, by which he was
graduated in 1867. He was admitted to the liar in the same year.
During the eighteen years that have intervened between that time
and the date of this writing, Mr. Riddle has been engaged in the
general practice of his profession in Chicago, and has won for him
self a substantial success. Especially is this true in that large and
important field known as commercial and corporation law. In this
class of litigation he has a large clientage and has merited distinction
as a lawyer. In 1876, he was elected to the State Senate as a
republican, serving as a member of that body through the XXXIst
and XXXlId General Assemblies. He brought to the duties of
that position the same practical experience, activity and earnestness
that characterize him in all his work, and was recognized as a lead
ing and influential legislator. Mr. Riddle was married, in 1870,
to a daughter of the late Rev. William G. Gallagher, of Jackson
ville, III. He is a member of Post 28, G.A.R., and of the MilitaryOrder of the Loyal Legion.
William R. Plum was born at Massillon, Ohio, on March
23, 1S45. His parents, Henry and Nancy (North) Plum, removed
from Middletown, Conn., to the Western Reserve in 1836, and
while he was an infant, moved to Cuyahoga Kails, Summit Co.,
Ohio, where they have since resided. His grandfather, Colonel
Simeon North, was quite an inventive genius, and, from the admin
istration of Washington to that of Pierce, was employed by the
Government as a manufacturer of 'fire-arms, his last and largest ar
mory being at Middletown, Conn. He originated the manufacture
of pistols so that their parts should be interchangeable. One of his
sons was offered the sole charge of the Harper's Ferry Arsenal, and
a grandson has taken out a very large number of most useful pat
ents. In his fifteenth year, Mr. Plum learned telegraphy, and in
February, 1SO2, offered himself for army seri'ce. He was refused

on account of his age, but finally obtained Cflarg-e of the first office
opened in Columbus, Ky. He was soon given the management of
a repeating office through which were sent dispatches to or from
the forces operating against Cumberland Gap. When General
Morgan threatened F'rankfort, Mr. Plum was sent there to take
charge of the telegraphing ; and thence to the Nashville office.
I Ie was now one of the most expert operators, especially in taking bv
sound, in the service. Wishing to be with the Army, he was sent
to take charge of General Gordon Granger's office in the field.
When Granger moved off the line of the telegraph, Mr. Plum went
to General Rosecrans's headquarters at Murfreesboro', and shortly
thereafter started for Vicksburg, where his services were required,
but the emergency ceasing while en route, he was temporarily sent
to Columbus, Ky., and then given command of all lines and men
from Nashville to Paducah, via Clarksville and Fort Donelson,
with headquarters at the latter. In the performance of his duties he
had several narrow escapes from guerillas, who had sent word they
would kill him, and who did kill two of his repairers. After many
months of unusual success in keeping open this, the second, tele
graphic route of communication with the North, Mr. Plum, at
his earnest request, was sent to the front. Joining General Thomas
near Atlanta, he remained in charge of his telegraphic and cipher
service, until the close of the War, being with him at the battles of
Jonesboro', Ga., and Nashville, Tenn. By the General's orders, he
remained with him until the fighting was over, signing all cipher
messages sent from Thomas's headquarters, and becoming as thor
oughly posted as to the main plans of commanding officers as any
other man in the Military Division of the Mississippi. Such a trust
is rarely reposed in one yet in his teens. In April, 1865, Mr. Plum
resigned, to attend a business college in New Haven, Conn., but
subsequently entered Vale College, and graduated from its law de
partment in 1S67. During the two years he was studying law he
was also night-manager of the New Haven city telegraph office.
In 1867, he began the practice of law in Chicago, in the office of
Scates, Bates & Towslee. Three months later he entered the office
of Joel S. Page, with whom he remained until Mr. Page's death,
in August, 1883. His practice has been general and includes many
important cases. In 1877, he began his history of the " United
States Military Telegraph Corps of the War of the Rebellion,"
which, five years later, was published by Jansen. McClurg &■ Co..
of this city, in two large octavo volumes. Mr. Plum'swork received
the highest encomiums from the press of this country and Europe,
but the burden imposed upon him impaired his health, which a trip
of four months in New Mexico and Colorado restored. Mr. Plum
was largely instrumental in organizing the Society of the Military
Telegraphers of the United States, in 1 88 1, and he has since been
its president. In 1S82, he was elected president of the Old Timers'
Association, a similar organization, composed in part of the most
eminent telegraphers in this country. He drafted a bill for the
proper recognition of the service and status of army telegraphers,
which was introduced in the United States Senate by General John
A. Logan, and favorably reported upon by the House Committee
on Military Affairs, but, owing to pressure of other matters, it has
not yet come up for action. Mr. Plum was married, in 1867, to
Helen M. Williams.
ELBERT H. Gary was born in 1846, in DuPage County, III.,
and is the son of F>astus Gary, who came to Illinois from Pomfret.
Conn., in 1S31, and, after pursuing various vocations, became a
wealthy land-owner. The ancestors of the present Gary family
were settlers at Roxbury, Mass., in 1631. Mr. Gary utilized to the
best advantage the liberal education bestowed upon him at the com
mon schools and at college, and laid the foundation for the reputa
tion he now enjoys as a scholar and a distinguished lawyer. He
studied law in the office of Vallette & Cody, ol Naperville, III., two
years, after which he entered the Union College of Law at Chicago,
graduating in June, rS07, and in October of the same year being
admitted to the Bar. During the following three years, he was
chief deputy clerk of the Superior Court of Cook County, and, in
1870, commenced the practice of the law, continuing it two years
on his own account. In October, 1872, he formed a partnership
with his brother, N. E. Gary, under the firm name of E. H. & N. E.
Gary. In 1879, Judge H. H. Cody became a member of the firm,
and its style was changed to Gary, Cody & Gary, which firm occu
pies a leading position among the Chicago practitioners. Judge
Gary is the general solicitor for a large number of the leading in
surance companies represented in this city, and also has charge of
the legal interests of a number of prominent manufacturers. He
resides at Whcaton, where he is the principal proprietor of the bank;
is the president of a company that owns an extensive creamery at
that place ; is the president of the Agricultural and Mechanical
Association of the county; and is a large real-estate owner in Du
Page County and in Chicago. From 1872 to 1S74, he was presi
dent of the Town Council of Whcaton : and was made judge of the
County Court of DuPage County in the fall of 1882, which office
he continues to hold, ably performing the duties of his position.
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The Law's Delays and Contingencies. — The
following case will remind the reader of Jarndyce vs.
Jarndyce. The names of the parties originally, fifteen
years ago, were S. W. Hardin vs. Andrew Forsyth, in
ejectment. It involved the title to six hundred and
forty acres of land, near Joliet, worth $30,000. The
plaintiff claimed the land under a judgment against one
Eagan, the former owner; the defendant, by virtue of
a deed directly from Eagan. The case was first tried
in Joliet, in 187 r, and resulted in favor of the plaintiff.
It was thereupon appealed to the Supreme Court and
the judgment reversed. Then the venue was changed
to Cook County. Here, three years after, it was again
tried before Judge Rogers, and once more resulted in a
Verdict and judgment for the plaintiff, which, on motion,
was set aside by the court. When it came up for trial
again, it was heard before Judge McAllister in 1878,
but this time the verdict was in favor of the defendant;
which, as in case of the preceding trial, was set aside
by the court. The next time it appeared, was before
Judge Rogers again, and the defendant was once more
successful. For the second time it was carried to the
Supreme Court. But a change of tribunals did not
change the result, the judgment of the court below be
ing affirmed. In almost any other case, this would
have ended the litigation; but under our statute the
plaintiff had a right to a new trial, which he took. The
case was not reached until 1882, when it again resulted
in favor of the defendant. This judgment the Supreme
Court was again asked to reverse ; and it did as re
quested, leaving the plaintiff once more in a position
for another trial. Thus far there had been five hearings
of the case in the Circuit Court and three in the
Supreme Court. In the meantime, although the de
fendant had died, the case was still alive. The plain
tiff, becoming doubtless somewhat weary of the pro
longed and uncertain litigation, had sold out his interest
to his attorney, E. S. Holbrook, who was now the
plaintiff de facto. At last, as it seemed impossible to
settle the dispute in the courts, a compromise was
effected between the plaintiff and John Forsyth, son of
the original defendant ; but before the final judgment
was entered up in the court, in September last, in
accordance with the terms of the compromise, John
Forsyth died. And so the case is finally disposed of.
Robert Edwin Jenkins was born in Clark County, Mo., on
February 6, 1846. 1 1 is mother died when he was only eight months
old, and he spent his early years under the care of his aunt, Mar
garet Jenkins Hendricks, at Fairfield. Iowa, where he attended the
common schools until he was twelve years of age. Returning to
his father's home in Missouri, he worked on the farm and attended
the winter schools until he was nineteen. lie then entered Illinois
College, at Jacksonville, and, after a partial course, came to Chicago,
and became a student in the Union College of Law, from which he
graduated in 1867, and was, soon after, admitted to the Illinois Bar
by the Supreme Court. He was one year with Haines & Story, and
a year with Lincoln Clark, register in bankruptcy, after which he
opened an office on his own behalf, making a specialty of bankruptcy
practice. He acted as assignee of bankrupt estates, in nearly a
third of the cases that came before the Court from Cook County.
Since the repeal of the bankrupt law, in 1878, he has devoted him
self to the general practice of the law, and other fiduciary business
demanding integrity and probity no less than professional ability.
He is a member of the liar Association, Law Institute, and the Irv
ing Literary Club of Chicago. He is also a member of the Union
Park Congregational Church, of which he has been one of the dea
cons for several years, and is superintendent of the Sunday-school
connected with that church. I le was among those actively engaged
in promoting the organization of the City Missionary Society, and
is a prominent member of the Chicago Congregational Club. In
politics he has always been an active republican. He has been re
peatedly urged to become a candidate before the people for impor
tant offices, but has always declined. Mr. Jenkins married, in
1879, Miss Marcia Raymond. They have three children,—George
Raymond, Helen Mary, and Edith Daisy.
17
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George L. Tahdock was born on October 8, 1832, at Augusta,
Ga. His parents, George Hussey and Rebecca M. Paddock, were
born at Hudson, N. Y., settled not long after the RevolutionaryWar by colonists from Nantucket, Mass. , among whom were Stephen
Paddock, the great grandfather, and Laban Paddock, the grand
father of the subject of this article. Mr. Paddock's father was for
some time a banker in Augusta, Ga., having charge of a branch es
tablishment connected with a northern house. His parents subse
quently returned to New York City, where they remained until
1846, when they moved to Princeton, Bureau Co., 111., and settled
upon a farm in that locality. When of age Mr. Paddock com
menced the study of law, while serving as deputy circuit clerk under
E. M. Eisher and deputy county clerk under Stephen G. Paddock,
his brother. He was admitted to the Bar of Illinois in 1858 and
was graduated at the Harvard Law School in 1859. Returning to
Princeton, he was the partner of Joseph I. Taylor, a leading attor
ney, for two years. In April, 1861, he entered the 12th Illinois
Volunteer Infantry as first lieutenant of Co. " I," Captain Frank
B. Ferris; entered the re-organized regiment in the same position
at the end of three months' service, and afterward -filled different
positions on the staff, serving much of the time as brigade quarter
master. He remained in active service, in the operations of General
Grant in 1861 and 1S62, in Kentucky, Missouri, Tennessee and
Mississippi. Resigning his commission, he re-entered the United
States service as major of the 7th U. S. Heavy Artillery (Colored),
and major of the nth U. S. Colored Infantry. Subsequently he
was assigned to duty as assistant inspector-general on the staff of
Major-General Dana, headquarters of the Department of the Missississippi, and was mustered out under the above rank July 28, 1865.
He became a member of the Society of the Army of the Tennessee
and of the Loyal Legion of the United States, having been elected
a companion in the latter by the Illinois Commandery on January
5, 1881. Returning to Princeton in 1865, he resumed the practice
of his profession with Harvey M. Trimble, since county judge. He
was appointed by Judge Edwin S. I -eland as master in chancery of
the Circuit Court of Bureau County, and acted as such for several
years. Coming to Chicago in April, 1868, he entered the office of
Gallup & Peabody, and was placed in charge of their general court
business. In 1871, he formed a partnership with George O. Ide.
The firm of Paddock & Ide continued in business twelve years, and
became one of the most active firms in the city. On May 1, 1883,
he became associated with Owen F. Aldjs under the firm name of
Paddock & Aldis. Mr. Paddock was married on October 1, 1S62,
to Miss Caroline M. Bolles, daughter of Hon. John A. Bolles, de
ceased. Judge Bolles was at one time Secretary of State of Massa
chusetts and was judge-advocate on the staff of Major-General
John A. Dix, during the War ; after the War he was Solicitor of the
Navy Department, and died in Washington. Mr. and Mrs. Pad
dock have five children.
Chari.ks Murray Harris is a native of Munfordville, Hart
Co., Ky. His parents, John and Jane (Murray) Harris removed
with their family from Kentucky when Charles M. was a youth of
thirteen, and settled in Oquawka, 111. Charles returned to Mun
fordville soon after, and attended school at Greensburg, acquiring
the foundation of his education. On returning to Oquawka, he
was employed in his father's store and also commenced the study of
law. In the course of two years he had mastered the elementary
principles, and, in 1845, after a thorough examination, was admit
ted to the Bar. Many of the most complicated and important cases
in the district were intrusted to him, and conducted to a successful
issue. Civil practice was his specialty and preference, but in crimi
nal suits his success was good. In 1862, he was the democratic
nominee for Congress, his district being republican by two thou
sand majority. A vigorous canvass resulted in his election over
Hon. Charles B. Lawrence by nearly three thousand majority. At
the expiration of his term, he resumed his practice, and, in 1868,
moved to Chicago, wheie he has since practiced successfully in both
State and Federal courts.
Huntington Wolcott Jackson was born on January 28,
1841, in Newark, X. J. From the biographical sketches of the
Bench and Bar of Chicago, we have procured the following facts
respecting his life. His father, John P. Jackson, was an eminent
lawyer, highly respected for his purity of character and great use
fulness as a citizen. His mother w-as Miss Elizabeth Wolcott, a
native of Litchfield, Conn. Her great grandfather, Major-General
Roger Wolcott, was the first governor of Connecticut, and her
grandfather was Oliver Wolcott, Sr., a signer of the Declaration of
Independence. Her uncle. Oliver Wolcott, Jr., was secretary of
the treasury under General Washington. Her father was Frederick
Wolcott, who occupied a judicial position for forty years in his
native State. Her mother was a Huntington and a member of that
branch of the family distinguished in Connecticut during the Revo
lution. Mr. Jackson prepared for college at Phillips Academy,
Andover. Mass., and entered Princeton College in 1859. At the
end of his- junior year, he went into the Union army, and after
serving in various grades was brevetted lieutenant-colonel and ap
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pointed aide-de-camp on the staff of Major-General John Newton,
who commanded the First Army Corps, participating in the battles
of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and other engage
ments of the Army of the l'otomac. He was with the Army of the
Cumberland in Sherman's campaign from Chattanooga to Atlanta.
He was wounded at Kenesaw Mountain, and was present at the fall
of Atlanta. A sketch of Colonel Jackson's military career is given
in "Foster's New Jersey and the Rebellion." After being mus
tered out of service he attended Harvard I .aw School one year, and
then traveled in Europe a year. On returning home he resumed
the study of law in the office of his brother, the late John P. Jack
son, Jr., of Newark. In the fall of 1S67, he came to Chicago, and
entered the office of Waite & Clark, where he completed his studies
and was admitted to the Bar in 1868. On July I, 1868, he entered
into partnership with D. 1!. Lyman, which continues up to the
present time. Mr. Jackson is a republican in politics. He was
elected supervisor of South Chicago, and continued the reforms in
stituted by his predecessors, Robert T. Lincoln and Edward G.
Mason. He was appointed by the Hon. John K. Knox, comptroller
of the currency, as receiver and attorney of the Third National
Hank of Chicago, and his management of the affairs of that institu
tion has received high commendation. Mr. Jackson possesses a
well-balanced judgment, and is a safe and wise counselor : prudent
and conscientious, an able advocate, and a successful practitioner
at the Chicago liar.
The Rights ok Married Women.—The change
in the common-law relating to the property-rights of
married women in this country has been gradual for
many years; but in this State the law of 1869 made a
radical change,—much more so, indeed, under the de
cisions of the Supreme Court, than is generally sup
posed. In the case of Harriet M. Haight vs. Franklin
MacVeagh et al., the laws of this State were construed
by our Supreme Court in 1873—the case going up from
the Circuit Court of this county. Mrs. Haight was a
married woman residing with her husband, and with his
consent carried on the business of a retail grocer in her
own name, having a Mr. Chase as a silent partner.
The husband acted as her clerk, but had no interest in
the business. The suit was brought for goods pur
chased by the wife in her own name. The court held,
under the circumstances, the goods purchased by her
became her own sole and separate property, for which
she must be held to pay.
" That it is not to be supposed that it was within the contem
plation of the Legislature, in conferring upon married women the
right to receive, use and possess their own earnings, and to sue for
the same in their own names, that it was to be limited to such only
as should result from manual labor; or that in conferring upon
them the right to have their separate property under their sole and
separate control, and to hold, own, possess and enjoy the same as
though they were sole and unmarried, they were to be restricted in
its use or disposition. That the right to control is indispensable to
the acquisition of earnings, and to the unrestricted possession, con
trol and enjoyment of property. The court perceives no reason
why a married woman, invested with these rights, may not, at least
with the consent of her husband, earn money in trade as well as at
the wash-tub or with the sewing-machine; why she may not as well
be the proprietress of a grocery store as a farm ; contract debts for
goods to be used in trade as well as for animals and farming imple
ments or lands or farm labor.
" That in removing the common-law restrictions upon her right
to acquire and control her property, the Legislature have left her to
determine, at all events when her husband shall not object, from
the dictates of her own judgment, in what lawful pursuit she will
engage, and whether it shall be prosecuted alone or in conjunction
with others."
Referring to Howarth vs. Warmser (58 III.) : " That by taking
away the husband's control of the earnings of the wife, the reason
of the common-law rule holding him liable for the payment of his
wife's debts contracted before marriage, was removed, and the rea
son ceasing the ride must also cease." " Upon a like principle it
was held in Martine et al. vs. Robson, that the husband is no
longer liable for the torts of the wife, when not committed by his
direction, nor with his consent."
In the case of the Pawtucket Institution for Savings
vs. Mary I). Bowen et al., in the United States District
Court, Judge Blodgett held as follows:
" A personal decree will not be granted against a married woman

who joins her husband in a note and gives » Mortgage on her rea. es
tate to secure its payment, when the mortgage is foreclosed, and, on
sale, the premises fail to bring enough to pay the note.
"A married woman can not be held liable personally, even
under the law as it now stands, unless it be made to appear that the
debt contracted was for her personal benefit, and about her personal
interests, or for the purpose of protecting her personal estate, cr
that she became surety for her husband."
Abner Smith, of the firm of Smith & Hurgett, was born at
Orange, Mass., on August 4, 1843. His parents were Humphrey
and Sophronia A. Smith. After graduating from Middlebury Col
lege, Vt., in 1866, he taught one year at Newton Academy, Shoreham, Vt., when he removed to Chicago, entered the law office of J.
L. Stark, and commenced the study of his profession. He was ad
mitted to the liar in 1868, and formed a partnership with Mr. Stark
under the firm name of Stark Smith, which continued until ter
minated by the death of Mr. Stark in 1873. In April, 1877, he
formed the partnership with John M. H. Hurgett, which still ex
ists. Mr. Smith has never been a politician, except to express him
self freely and independently on all questions of the day and vote
accordingly. He was married, on October 5, 1869, to Miss AdaC.
Smith, daughter of Sereno Smith, of Shoreham, Vt.
F'rancis W. S. Brawj.ey, of the law firm of Iirawley &
Dunne, was born at North East, Erie Co., Penn., on February 12,
1S25. John Iirawley, his father, was for many years an assistant
judge of the Court of Common Pleas of that county. Mr. Iirawley
commenced the study of his profession at Erie in 1845, with John
Galbraith. During this year he removed to Chicago, and, in 1847,
to Freeport, 111., where he was admitted to the Bar and began
practice. For the first three years he was in partnership with Mar
tin P. Sweet, and after his return to Chicago, in 1869, was associ
ated with J. M. Bailey and Thomas J. Turner. In early life he
was a staunch democrat and a friend of Stephen A. Douglas, and
for about a year edited the Freeport Bulletin. He twice served as
superintendent of schools for Stephenson County, and for a long
time was a member of the Board of Education of Freeport, and
prepared the special charter under which the public schools were
conducted. He was postmaster from 1852 to 1858, and city attor
ney between 1S60 and 1869. Mr. Brawlev is a Mason of high
degree and a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church. He
married, in 1S50, Mary Reitzell, daughter of Phillip Reitzell, of
Stephenson County.
Lothrop Smith Hodges, of the firm of Hodges & Shippen,
attorneys and counselors at law, was born in Durham County,
Canada, on August 18, 1832. He remained at home, attending
school until seventeen years old, at which time he entered Victoria
College, at Coburg, where he continued four years. After leaving
college, he read law for three years at Osgood Hall, subsequently
resuming his study at Pontiac, Oakland Co., Mich., where he was
admitted to the Bar in March. 1861. Locating at Detroit, he was
engaged in active practice in that city eight years, anil in 1869 settled
at Chicago. Until the fire, in 1871, he was associated with George
C. Bates, the firm being Bates & Hodges, afterward with John J.
McCiellan for three years. After practicing alone for several years,
he formed his present connection with Joseph Shippen, in 1876.
He enjoys a lucrative clientage, and is known to both Bench and
liar as a scholarly lawyer, thoroughly posted, and is a reliable
counselor and advocate. Mr. Hodges was married on September
22, 1858, to Miss Helen C. Williamson, of Brooklyn, N. Y. They
have had two children,—George II., who died in Nevada in 1882,
at the age of twenty-one years, and Fanny, now the wife of Dr. H.
P. Newman, of Chicago.
Farlin Quigley Ball, attorney and counselor at law, is the
son of James M. and Keturah F. Ball, and was born near Shelbyville, Ohio, on March 28, 1838. His parents were descended from
a prominent Scotch family that came to this country over two
hundred yearsago and settled in Virginia. II is grandfather, F'arlin
Ball, in 1812, located in the old (Quaker settlement of Richmond,
Ohio, marrying a Miss More, of Virginia. His mother was a
member of the family of Thomas Ford, formerly Governor of
Ohio. When young Farlin was eleven years old, his parents came
West and settled at Monroe, Wis., where he attended school until
prepared for the university at Madison, Wis., from which he grad
uated in the class of 1861. During the late War he enlisted in the
3 1 st Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and was in active service on
the Mississippi until after the battle of Chickamauga. In Septem
ber, 1862, he was promoted to a first lieutenancy, and in the fol
lowing year received a captain's commission while at Nashville,
Tenn. His command was a part of Sherman's army in its famous
"march to the sea," during which he was advanced to the rank of
major. At the close of the War he returned to Madison, Wis.,
and in the fall of 1S65 was admitted to the Bar. In the fall of
1866, he was elected State's attorney of his county, which position
he held until 1869, when he came to Chicago. He was associated
with George A. Shufeldt from 1871 to 1875, and afterward was
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with Monroe & Bisbee for some time. Mr. Ball dissented from the
opinions of leading lawyers in the matter of the right of the West
Park Board to take Washington Street as a boulevard. Upon the
submission of the question to the Supreme Court he was sustained
in his views, and thereafter acted as attorney for the commissioners
in that improvement until the boulevard was completed. His stand
ing in the Chicago Bar is of the best, and he ranks among the fore
most lawyers of Chicago. His specialties are real-estate, banking,
insurance and chancery law. Mr. Ball was married on June 23,
1868, to Miss' Elizabeth Hall, of Chicago, daughter of Thomas W.
Hall, the wool merchant. They have two children,—Karlin II. and
Sydney II.
Board of Trade Contracts.—In the Revised
Statutes of Illinois, chapter 38, section 130, it is pro
vided :
" Whoever contracts to have or give to himself or another the
option to sell or buy, at a future time, any grain or other commodity,
stock of any railroad or other company, or gold, or forestalls the
market by spreading false rumors to influence the price of com
modities therein, or ' corners ' the market, or attempts to do so, in
relation to any such commodities, shall be fined not less than ten
dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or confined in the
county jail not exceeding one year, or both; anil all contracts made
in violation of this section shall be considered gambling contracts
and shall be void."
In the case of Pickering et al. vs. Cease, appealed
from the Superior Court of Cook County, the Supreme
Court says (79 Illinois, 329) :
" So far as anything is proven in this case, the alleged pur
chases are purely fictitious. The grain, plaintiffs bought of H.,
was immediately sold back to him. It was not paid for, nor was it
expected by the parties it would be called for or delivered. The
parties were merely speculating in differences as to the market values
of grain on the Chicago market. Such contracts are void at com
mon law, as being inhibited by a sound public morality.
"Agreements for the future delivery of grain, or any other
commodity, are not prohibited by the common law or by any statute
of this State. What the law does prohibit, and what is deemed
detrimental to the general welfare, is speculating in differences in
market values. * * * What were they but ' optional contracts '
in the most objectionable sense ? That is, the seller had the privi
lege of delivering or not delivering, and the buyer the privilege of
calling or not calling for the grain. On the maturity of the con
tracts they were to be rilled by adjusting the differences in the market
values. Being in the nature of gambling transactions, the law will
tolerate no such contracts."
In the case of Pixley et al. vs. Boynton et al. (same
volume of Illinois Reports), appealed from the Circuit
Court of Cook County, the court decides :
"A purchase of grain at a certain price per bushel, made in
good faith, to be delivered in the next month, giving the seller until
the last day of the month, at his option, in which to deliver, is not
an illegal or gambling contract, and the purchaser will be entitled
to its benefit, no matter what may have been the secret intention
of the seller."
A later case is that of J. B. Lyon & Co. vs. Culbert
son, Blair & Co., appealed from the Superior Court of

Cook County (83 111. 34). The appellees brought suit
against appellants, to recover damages for an alleged
failure to perform contracts for the purchase of a quan
tity of wheat. One of these contracts was as follows :
"Chicago, August 14, 1872.
"We have this day bought of Culbertson, Blair & Co. 10,000
bushels of No. 2 spring wheat, in store, at Si-57!4 per bushel, to
be delivered, at sellers' option, during August, 1S72. This con
tract is subject in all respects to the rules and regulations of the
Board of Trade of the City of Chicago.
"J. B. Lyon & Co."
Under these contracts, deposits and margins were
put up by the parties, in conformity to said rules, from
time to time. On August 10, 1872, the market for No.
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2 spring wheat opened at from $1.55 to $1.57, and de
clined during the day, closing, after exchange hours, at
from $1.44 to $1.38. On the 20th of the month the
market opened at from $1.27 to $1.34, and fell rapidly
during business hours. Between 11 and 1 o'clock it
was as low as $1.10 to $1.11 a bushel. It is claimed
that on the morning of the 20th, the appellees became
entitled to further deposits, and thereupon, by written
notice sent to the office of the buyers, demand was
made of Lyon & Co. for further margins; but failing to
respond to the demand within the next banking hour,
Culbertson, Blair & Co. elected, under the rules, to con
sider the contracts filled, and charged to account of
Lyon & Co. the difference between the purchase-price
and $1.11^2, and notified appellants thereof. This dif
ference was the matter in dispute between the parties.
On the trial in the court below, the jury found for the
plaintiffs the difference as claimed. The Supreme Court
(Judge Walker) decided :
" The fact that no wheat was offered or demanded shows that
neither party expected the delivery of any wheat, but in case of de
fault in keeping margins good, or even at the time for delivery,
they only expected to settle the contract on the basis of differences,
without either performing or offering to perform his part of the
agreement; and if this was the agreement, it was only gaming on
the price of wheat, and if such gambling transactions shall be per
mitted, it must eventually lead to what is called corners, which en
gulf hundreds in utter ruin, derange and unsettle prices, and operate
injuriously on the fair and legitimate trader in grain, as well as the
producer, and are pernicious and highly demoralizing to the trade.
A contract to be thus settled is no more than a bet on the price of
grain during or at the end of a limited period. If the one party is
not to deliver, or the other to receive, the grain, it is, in all but
name, a gambling on the price of the commodity."
The judgment of the court below was thereupon re
versed and the cause remanded, Judge Dickey dis
senting.
A later case is that of Jackson vs. Foote, in the
United States District Court, before Judge Blodgett, in
1882. The defendant gave orders from time to time to
Hooker & Co., commission merchants and members of
the Board of Trade, to buy or sell commodities on the
Board for his account, which orders they executed in
the usual forms of such transactions, where the seller had
the option to deliver within a certain time. These deal
ings continued until 1876. When they were closed, the
defendant was indebted to Hooker & Co., some $22,000,
in payment of which he transferred four notes of $5,000
each, held by him against the Couch estate, the payment
of which he guaranteed, two of which notes were trans
ferred by Hooker & Co., to the Third National Bank,
upon which the suit was brought. The court
held:
" The testimony in the case fully satisfies me that
Mr. Hooker, when he assumed for his firm to act as the
defendant's broker, did not contemplate nor intend to
' make any different transaction for the defendant than
for his other customers. He undoubtedly intended to
make purchases or sales when the seller had an option
as to the time within which to make delivery, and he intended to so
conduct the defendant's transactions as to avoid taking and paying
for any article bought; and he seems to have explained to the de
fendant how, by reason of his many customers, some of whom were
sellers and others buyers on the market, he could so manage the de
fendant's deals that he need not take any commodity bought, but
could settle simply the difference between the purchase-price and
the market-price when the seller had the right of deliver)-. Hooker
did not, I am satisfied from the proof, intend to deal in options to
buy or sell at a future time, such as are prohibited by the Illinois
statutes, but intended, as I have said, to deal in time-contracts and
to settle the differences so as avoid paying for and carrying the com
modities bought." Judgment for plaintiff.
An action decided directly contrary to the above,
was the case of Foote vs. Pearce, brought in the Cook
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County Circuit Court, appealed to the Appellate Court,
and thence to the Supreme Court, by the defendant. It
was an action of trover to recover the value of one of
these same Couch notes for $5,000, which had been as
signed to Hooker & Co., and by them to defendant
Pearce. Judge Scott, in his opinion, remarks:
" It is plain that under the contract between Koote and Hooker
& Co., it was not in the contemplation of the parties that any actual
purchases or sales of grain or other commodities, should be made
for plaintiff, or on his behalf. All the speculating that was to be
done was to be in differences in options, or, as the parties termed it,
'betting on the market.' * * * Such a contract is obviously
fictitious, having none of the elements of good faith, as in a con
tract where both parties are bound, and is defined by statute as
a gambling contract.
" When a person met with losses under an optional contract,
and, in adjusting such losses, transferred to his brother, through
whom and in whose name the deal was made, certain promissory
notes which he held, with his guaranty thereon, the assignment and
guaranty of the notes were void, not only in the hands of the im
mediate assignee, but also in the hands of another to whom the
latter might transfer the notes without value, as in the case of an
assignment for the benefit of creditors, as in this case."
The plaintiff's judgment of $7,265 was accordingly
affirmed in the Appellate and Supreme Courts. (113 111.)
Walter Morton Howland, attorney and counselor at law,
the son of William Avery and Hannah (Morton) Howland, was
born at Conway, Franklin Co., Mass., on July 22, 1840. He is
lineally descended from John Howland, one of the passengers to
America in the Mayflower, and his family have since been highly
connected throughout the N ew England States. He remained at home
during his boyhood, and after graduating from the Williston Sem
inary in 1859, entered Amherst College, taking the regular course,
and graduated among the first in 1863. After leaving college, he
determined to take up law as a profession, became a student in
the office of his brother, Hon. William Howland, one of the
leading lawyers of Lynn, Mass., since deceased, and later continued
his studies in Chicago. He was admitted to the Bar by the Su
preme Court of this State in i860, and by the Supreme Court of
the United States in 1S76. He is recognized by both Bench and
Bar as a most scholarly lawyer. As an able advocate and a sound
counselor, he has been successful in securing a lucrative clientage,
to which he devotes his unwearied attention and energy. Mr.
Howland was married, on Juiy 2, 1873, to Miss Florence C. Rey
nolds, daughter of Hon. John Reynolds of Terre Coupee, Ind.;
she died on January 2, 1874. His marriage to Miss Mida 1).
Warne, of Chicago, occurred on July 12, 1881. They have one
child,—Florence Elizabeth, born on May 28, 1883.
James Frake, attorney-at-law, was born in the town of
Loughborough, Leicestershire, England, on March 29. 1841.
George Frake, his father, immigrated to America in 1844, and
with his family settled at Wheeling, Cook Co., 111. The senior
Frake died upon his farm, in March, 1846. The mother of James
Frake subsequently married John Henley, a farmer of Northfield,
with whom James lived and worked on the farm until he was
eighteen years old. He then decided to obtain an education, and,
with no other resources than his own energy and determination, he
started out to prepare the way for his future life. He entered the
preparatory school connected with the Northwestern University, at
Evanston, and during his academic career supported himself, and
so ambitious and determined was he to succeed in his purpose that
he reduced his expenses to the lowest possible figure by keeping
bachelor's hall. He passed through college successfully and with
honors, being at the head of his class when he graduated, in July,
1866. During almost the whole period while at the school his health
at times was very poor, and his physical condition did not improve
for several years after entering into the practice of law. F'rorn
the Northwestern University he received the degree of A.B., and,
after leaving the college, he became principal of the Bloom Aca
demy, where he remained one year. He then went abroad. Upon
his return, he attended the Chicago Law School, from which he
graduated in 1809. In May of that year, he was admitted
to the Bar by the Supreme Court, and commenced his profes
sional life with absolutely nothing. He has steadfastly and con
scientiously devoted himself to his profession, has accumulated
a nice property, and is now in active practice. During the contin
uance of his practice, Mr. Frake has made a most enviable reputa
tion, both in the preparation of his cases and in their presentation
before the courts. He now stands in the front rank of his profes
sion, and is esteemed by the Bench, the Bar, and the public as a
lawyer whose integrity is unquestioned. In June, 1874, Mr.
Frake was elected a member of the board of trustees of the North
western University, and still holds that position. He was chosen

secretary of the joint board of management of the Union College
of Law, and so continues. In January. I&79, he was appointed a
member of the city board of education, being called upon to fill out
the unexpired term of Joseph S. Dennis, resigned. Mr. Frake was
first married, in 1S69, to Melinda Doty, of Frankfort, Will Co.,
III. She died in 1873, and he afterward married Evelyn M. Allen,
of Elk Grove, daughter of John Allen, Sr. They have two chil
dren, a boy and a girl. Mr. Frake is a member of the Centenary
M. E. Church.
Ai.hekt J. Elvig, one of the most reliable and successful
members of the Chicago Bar, is the son of Andrew and Johanna
Elvig, and was born in Bergen, Norway, on April 13, 1841. He
remained at home until seventeen years of age, during which time
he attended the Bergen University, and, in 1S58, came to this
country. At Boston, he went to sea in the coasting trade, continu
ing in that vocation until 1860, when he secured a position upon
the school-ship " Massachusetts," which he filled until the Rebel
lion. He at once enlisted in the navy, shipping aboard the frigate
" Massachusetts," and was subsequently transferred to the iron
clad cruiser "South Carolina." This vessel was ordered to join
the Clulf squadron, and for a number of months was actively
engaged in the blockade of Galveston, Texas, during w hich time
she took a large number of prizes. His vessel was present at the
bombardment of Pensacola, the surrender of New Orleans, and
made the important capture of the confederate blockade runner
" Magnolia," bound for Havana, where she was to be fitted out as
a privateer with the intention of imitating the famous " Alabama."
At the close of the year 1863, he received an honorable discharge at
Boston, and came West, finally settling in this city. He read law
with Kenney, Peck & Kenney until 1869, when he was admitted to
the Bar, and since has been engaged in general practice. Mr.
Elvig has an excellent standing at the Bar, and is held in high
esteem by a large clientage. Reliable as a counselor and success
ful as an advocate, he has justly earned his position in the legal
fraternity. Mr. Elvig was married, in Chicago, to Charlotte
Smith, of Alleghany, Penn., on November 8, 1866; she died on
February 28, 1S81, leaving no family.
F rederick Walter Becker, solicitor and counselor at law.
son of Hiram and Sophia M. Becker, was born at Ann Arbor.
Mich., on October 27, 1844. His father was a prominent merchant,
and, under he administration of President Millard Fillmore, was ap
pointed United States Marshal for the District of Michigan. He
received his education in the Ann Arbor high school and the Uni
versity of Michigan, from which he graduated, with honors, in the
class of 1866. Subsequent to his graduation, he spent two years in
study and travel through Europe. His collegiate course was both
classical and legal. Immediately after his graduation at the law
school at Ann Arbor, he went to Milwaukee, where he was admitted
to practice, and entered the office of Carter, Pitkin & Davis. In
1869, he came to this city, and after a connection of a few months
with the firm of Jewett it Jackson, formed a partnership with W. S.
Carter, formerly of Milwaukee. The firm of Carter & Becker was
subsequently changed to Carter, Becker & Dale, by the admission
of Samuel E. Dale, which continued until 1874, when Mr. Carter
reti'ed, going to New York. Since 1880, Mr. Becker has had no
associate. He is recognized by the Bar as one of the ablest practi
tioners of general practice in Chicago, and stands among the fore
most of clear-headed and sagacious lawyers. Mr. Becker was
married, on September 22, 1882, to Miss Clara Cooley, daughter of
ludge D. N. Cooley, of Dubuque, Iowa. They have one child,—
Walter C.
The Location of the Board of Trade Build
ing.— Upon a petition presented to the City Council,
an ordinance was passed on June 23, 1881, vacating
that portion of LaSalle Street, which lies between Jack
son and Van Buren streets, for the purpose of erecting
thereon a new building for the Board 01 Tiade. The
Union Building Association thereupon filed a bill in
chancery, in the Circuit Court, against the City of Chi
cago, which was subsequently amended by making the
Board of Trade a party defendant, in which the fact of
the passage of the ordinance of vacation was recited,
and stating that by reason of the location of the Cham
ber of Commerce occupied by the Board of Trade, on
the southeast corner of Washington and LaSalle streets,
the complainants had built a more expensive house on
the southwest corner of Washington and LaSalle streets
in 1872-73, for the accommodation of members of the
Board of Trade who had their offices in the immediate
vicinity. The bill further averred that if the street
should be vacated, they would suffer great damage to
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their property, and that all other property-owners on
LaSalle Street, and other streets in the vicinity of the
Chamber of Commerce Building, would also be dam
aged to a great extent. The bill prayed for an injunc
tion restraining the City of Chicago from preceding to
execute its orders for the vacation of that part of La
Salle Street between Jackson and Van Buren streets.

Answers were filed to complainant's bill by all the de
fendants, and, on December 3, a pro forma decree was
rendered, granting the relief prayed for, and declaring
the ordinance of vacation illegal and void. An appeal
was taken to the Appellate Court, where the decree of
the Circuit Court was affirmed, and the case was then
appealed to the Supreme Court. That court decided:
" The owner of a lot and buildings thereon can not maintain a
bill to enjoin the city from vacating a part of a street, some three
and a half blocks distant from his property, when it does not ap
pear that he will suffer some special injury different from that of
the public generally, though in a greater degree, and when the
burdens of taxation are not thereby increased and his property will
not sustain any physical injury in consequence of the vacation.
And the fact that in consequence of such vacation, a corporation will
change its place of business, thereby diminishing complainant's
tenants, will not authorize such a bill.
Subsequently a bill in chancery was filed by A. C.
Hesing, in the Superior Court, against the City of Chi
cago, the Board of Trade, and a number of persons,
praying to have the ordinance of vacation declared
void. The court below sustained a demurrer to the
bill, and dismissed the same. It was taken by writ of
error to the Supreme Court. Justice Walker, in deliv
ering the opinion of the court, said:
" After a careful examination, we find no facts in this case to
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distinguish it from the case of the City of Chicago ads. Union
Building Association. * * * Unless a party is liable to sustain
some special injury different from that of all other taxpayers, or
others in the vicinity, by the vacation of a public street, he can not
maintain a bill to enjoin the vacation." Decree affirmed.
Frank J. Smith was born at Centre Lisle, N. Y., on January
26, 1S45. When he was fourteen, the family removed to Ashtabula
County, Ohio. He there entered Kingsville Academy, with a view
of fitting himself for college; but circumstances over which he was
powerless thwarted his intentions. On leaving the academy, he
taught school one winter and worked for a railroad company about
three months. In the spring of 1866, he came to Chicago, and, ob
taining a place in the office of Melville W. Fuller and II. IS, Shepard. commenced his study of the law, finishing his course in two
years, and being admitted to the Bar in the fall of 1S69. He began
practice in company with Justice D. Harry Hammer, with whom
he was identified until after the great fire. In 1872, he was associ
ated with S. K. Dow, and they continued together until 1875, when
the firm dissolved and Mr. Smith joined William C. Ives, now of
Omaha, Neb. At the end of two years they separated. In 1883,
Mr. Smith admitted Frank A. Helmer into partnership, and the firm
is now Smith & Helmer. Mr. Smith applies himself to a miscella
neous civil practice, and among the prominent cases in which he
has appeared was the special assessment against the State Insurance
Company. The creditors of that corporation employed Mr. Smith
to look into its affairs, and by his efforts he succeeded in adding
about $So,ooo to the assets of the bankrupt concern. Single-handed
he fought against a number of the most prominent attorneys of the
City and State, and he fairly earned the victory. For live years
Mr. Smith was secretary of the Chicago Law Institute. He is a
member of Garfield Lodge, No. 686, A.F. & A.M., and for several
years has been an elder of the Eighth Presbyterian Church. He is
also secretary of the John Morris Company, and is a stockholder
and director of the Chicago Trust and Savings Bank. Mr. Smith
was married on July 2, 1874, to Miss Myra C. Gilbert, a daughter
of F. H. Gilbert, of Creston, 111. They have two children,—Lottie
and Foster.
Geokce Mamekre. the eldest son of Judge George and Ann
IL (Reid) Manierre, was born at Chicago on February 5, 1845. He
prepared for Yale College at Lake Forest, and finished his collegiate
studies in 1868. He then entered the Columbia (N. Y.) LawSchool, and after graduating returned to Chicago. He was mar
ried, in 1S76, to Annie E. Edgerton, third daughter of Hon. Alfred
I'. Edgerton, of Fort Wayne, Ind. They have had six children,—
Jenette, Alfred, Louis, Arthur, Samuel and Francis; Jenette and
Samuel arc deceased.
William J. English is the son
of John and Elizabeth (Hill) English,
and was born at Kenosha, Wis., on
May 16, 1845. His father, now a re
tired merchant of Chicago, was for
merly a prominent business man and
treasurer of Kenosha County, and af
terward engaged in the wholesale mil
linery business in this city. William
J., after acquiring a preparatory education at the Kenosha High
School, entered the Michigan University at Ann Arbor, in 1863,
graduating in 1867, with the degree of A.B. He remained with
the institution as Greek tutor, assistant librarian and curator,
pursuing also a two years' course in the Law School, from which he
graduated in i86g, and was admitted to the Michigan Bar. In
July, 1869, Mr. English came to Chicago and entered the law
office of Walker & Dexter as assistant to J. M. Walker, counselor
for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the Michigan Central, and
the Joy railroad companies. In 1871, he formed a co-partnership
with Thomas A. Moran, under the firm name of Moran & English,
this association lasting until Mr. Moran, in the fall of 1879, was
elected circuit judge of Cook County. In 1880, with W. J. Hynes
and Edward F. Dunne, he formed the present partnership of
Hynes, English & Dunne, Mr. English making corporation law his
specialty. Among the important corporations retaining his services
may be mentioned the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, Hibernian
Banking Association. Chicago City Railway Company, People's
Gas-Light and Coke Company, and the Fortune Brewing Company.
In addition, he has the management of a great number of estates
and a large common-law docket. He has been three times a mem
ber of the Chicago Board of Education, on which he served from
1874 to 1881, a large portion of the time acting as chairman both
of the committee on school-fund property, amounting to $3,000,000,
and of the committee on high schools. Although a thorough class
ical scholar, and fully appreciating the value of the higher branches
of study taught in the city high school, he favored giving every
possible advantage to the primary schools, when the condition of
the city finances made retrenchment a necessity. Mr. English was
for many years attorney for the Board of Education. He has not
lost his fondness for his early studies and pursuits, and his opinion

262

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

is regarded as of great value on any question relating to compara
tive etymology, on which subject he is constantly in communication
with the best authorities in the country ; and he is also deemed an
authority on philology.
George H. Leonard, a lawyer of high standing in Chicago,
and closely identified with the best interests of Hyde Park, was
born on June 19, 1S47, in Stafford, Genesee Co., N. V. Educated
at Columbia College, Washington, D.C., he graduated at the law
school of that institution in June, 1S69, and immediately became a
resident of Hyde Park. In 188 1 , he was elected a member of its
Board of Education, on which he still serves, and has been influ
ential in maintaining the high reputation for efficiency which the
schools of the village have ever possessed. Mr. Leonard was
elected a trustee of the village in April, 1882, and one year later
president of the Board. While holding this position his reports to
the Hoard were considered models of their kind, recommending, in
an honest, common-sense manner, the policy of economy and the
trimming away of all governmental excrescences. As a lawyer, he
evinces the same characteristics. Mr. Leonard was married in
September, 1876, to Laura R. Uutlin, daughter of Thomas G.
liutlin, of Hyde Park.
Membership in* Board of Trade not Property.
—In the case of Barclay vs. Smith (107 III.), our Su
preme Court decided:
" A certificate of membership in the Board of Trade of the
City of Chicago is not property, in any such sense as to render it
liable to be subjected to the payment of the debts of the holder bylegal proceedings.
" The Board of Trade of the City of Chicago is a corporation.
Under its charter and by-laws, no one can become a member except
upon a favorable vote of not less than ten of the board of directors;
nor is a certificate of membership transferable to any person except
he be approved of by the directory after due notice. The right of
membership is not a right which the holder can dispose of as he
v leases: nor can it be enforced in favor of a purchaser or assignee
1. y the courts. It has none of the elements of property to render it
liable to a judicial sale."
In 6 Bissell, Judge Blodgett decided:
" I am of opinion that the bankrupt's membership in this Board
[of Trade] being in the nature of a franchise, title or privilege, does
not vest in or pass to his assignee, and can not be treated as a por
tion of his assets."
In the case of Weaver vs. Fisher (1 10 111. ; it was held:
"A person engaged in the milling business in Chicago em
ployed an agent to manage the financial part thereof, and furnished
him with a certificate of membership on the Board of Trade, to en
able him to conduct that part of the business advantageously; and
such agent, on leaving his employment, refused to transfer such
certificate and surrender the same to his employer. Held, That a
court of equity would compel him to assign the same in blank, and
deliver the same to his employer.
" It is a misapprehension to suppose that this court held in
Barclay vs. Smith (107 111.) that there are no property rights of any
kind in a certificate of membership in the Board of Trade of the
City of Chicago. It was simply held in that case that such a certi
ficate is not property which is liable to be subjected to the payment
of debts of the holder by legal proceeding", under the law as it now
exists."
Myron A. Decker was born in Livingston County, N. Y.,
on February 21. 1837. His father, Henry Decker, sprang from an
ancient Dutch family, while his mother, Martha (Mather) Decker,
was descended from the famous New England family of that name.
When he was fourteen years of age, his mother died, and, in order
to give his boy good educational advantages, Mr. Decker removed
to Lima, where Myron studied in Genesee College and Genesee
Wesleyan Seminary. In the spring of i860, at twenty-three years
of age, he was admitted tp practice at the Bar of the Supreme
Court of the State of New York. He at once established himself
at Lima, where he remained for two years, when he accepted a
position in the United States Treasury Department, at Washington,
which he retained until the close of the War. In February, 1S65,
upon motion of Senator Timothy O. Howe, he was admitted to
practice before the Supreme Court of the United States, and during
the succeeding three years he spent most of his time in Washington
or Wisconsin, engaged in suits for setting aside fraudulent govern
ment titles to pine kinds in the northern part of that State. In
1870, Mr. Decker located at Chicago. His office and library were
completely burned out in the great lire, but he continued to practice
alone until 1S73, when he associated with himself Henry Decker,
of Lima. Under the firm name of Decker & Decker they practiced
for two years, when on account of ill health, he retired, and spent
some three years in travel. In 1870, he returned to Chicago, and

since then has given himself to the care of his large real-estate in
terests and to the conduct of larger cases and negotiations. Mr.
Decker was married on April 29, 1869, to -Miss Kittie L. Knox, of
Milwaukee, daughter of Thomas M. Knox, deceased, formerly a
judge in the city of Madison.
Egbert Fillmore Allen, attorney and counselor at law. is
the son of Cyrus and Susan Allen, and was born in Erie County,
N. Y., on Slay 16, 1837. When he was six years of age, his
parents came West and settled in McHenry County, this State,
where he attended the public schools until prepared to enter the
collegiate institute at Marengo, from which he graduated, with
honors, in 1859, and shortly afterward went to Weaverville, Cal.
Possessing natural legal ability, he became interested in law, and
began its study in the office of Jabez Chadbourne, a prominent law
yer of the Trinity County Bar. He was admitted to practice on
April 20, 1863, and succeeded to a partnership interest with Mr.
Chadbourne. He continued there in active practice until August,
1S70, when he came to Chicago. From 1875 to 1880, he was asso
ciated with his brother Charles Allen, but since has been alone.
Mr. Allen is recognized by the Chicago Bar as a reliable and saga
cious counselor and a brilliant advocate, who leaves no stone
unturned in the interest of his clients, withal a gentleman of ster
ling principles and integrity. Mr. Allen was married, on March 23,
1S64, to Miss Diantha Joy, of Cass County, Mich. They have one
child, —Susie J.
William J. Manning, whose ability and energy called forth a
petition from many business and professional men of Chicago re
questing the use of his name as a republican candidate for State's
attorney in 1884, first came to this city twenty years before. The
early period of his residence was spent in various commercial pur
suits, but having persistently kept up his legal studies he took a
course in the Union College of Law, graduating in June, 1870, and
being admitted to the Bar during the latter portion of that year.
For three years after the fire, besides attending to a large commer
cial business, he established a high reputation as an insurance law
yer in the adjustment of losses, and subsequently made his mark as
an attorney in bankrupt cases. He brought to punishment, under
the old bankrupt law, Henry Feuerstein and Charles Pfluger, for
defrauding their creditors. The former was sent to the peniten
tiary for one year and the latter to the county jail for six months.
Since 1874, his practice has been general. He has been the attor
ney, for many years, of leading manufactories and wholesale houses
of New York and Boston in the collection of their Chicago accounts.
He practiced alone until November 1, 1SS4, when he formed a part
nership with Percy V. Castle, under the firm name of Manning &
Castle. Mr. Manning was born at Waterloo, Seneca Co., N. Y.,
on April 15, 1838. In 1849, his parents removed to Warrenville.
DuPage Co., 111., svhere his father was for many years a leading
merchant. Graduating from the seminary in 1S59, he worked in a
store and afterward went into business for himself at Aurora, mean
while pursuing his legal studies. While in Warrenville and in
Aurora, he was one of the leading members of the republican party,
and was for several years a member of the central committee of
DuPage County. Mr Manning was married, on August 15, 1S77,
to Ellen P. Curtis, daughter of N. B. Curtis, formerly a banker of
Peoria. They have two children,—both boys.
The City vs. Ex -Treasurer Gage et. al.— This
was a case involving over half a million of dollars, and
the facts were as follows: On November 7, 187 1,
David A. Gage was duly elected his own successor as
treasurer of the City of Chicago. The records in his
office were destroyed by the fire of October 9. Subse
quently he reported that there was in the city treasury
$645,749 on October 9 ; and that at the date of the ex
piration of his second term, in December, 1873, there
was in his hands the sum of $965,780, of which sum he
paid over to his successor $458,077, leaving a deficit of
$507,703. This action was brought in the Circuit
Court against Gage and his sureties on his official bond,
to recover this amount.
The circumstances of giving the bond were as fol
lows : In November, 1871, Robert Clark, Gage's sonin-law, at Gage's instance, took the bond in blank, ex
cept the treasurer's signature, and proceeded to secure
the names of VV. F. Tucker and John B. Sherman
Mr. Tucker inquired what was to be the amount of the
bond, to which Clark replied that the amount had not
then been fixed, but that he (Tucker) could find that
out when he qualified. Tucker signed under these cir
cumstances, and procured Sherman to do so. The lat-
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ter made the same inquiry as to the penalty of the bond,
and stated that he would not sign it if it was to be over
$250,000, and not then unless the co-sureties were
satisfactory to him, which contingencies he would re
serve until he went to acknowledge the bond. Sher
man never did acknowledge it, and never saw it again
until on the trial of the cause; he never authorized
anyone to fill up the bond, and never ratified or ap
proved it after it was filled up. On November 27,
Gage lodged with the city clerk the paper sued upon,
signed by all the parties whose names were subscribed
thereto, but with all the blanks still unfilled. The
paper so remained with the city clerk until December
1 1, at which date Gage went to said officer, and re
quested him to fill the blanks, stating that the required
amount of the penalty was to be $1,000,000. This the
clerk declined to do. The two then went to Mr. Clyde,
an attorney then in the employ of the city, and at the
request of Gage he filled up the blanks in the bond. It
was subsequently, on January 8, 1872, approved by the
Common Council.
The trial in the Circuit Court resulted in a verdict
against the defendants for the penalty of the bond and
$5°7i7°3 damages. The defendants took the case to
the Appellate Court, where the judgment was reversed,
from which decision the city appealed to the Supreme
Court. There it was decided :
" A party executing a bond, knowing that there are blanks in
it to be tilled by inserting particular names or things necessary to
make it a perfect instrument, must be considered as agreeing that
the blanks may be filled after he has executed the bond. If the
party signing the paper shall insert in the appropriate places the
amount of the penalty, or the names of the sureties, or any other
thing he may deem of importance as affecting his interest, he may
in that way protect himself, against being bound otherwise than he
shall thus specify ; but if, relying upon the good faith of the prin
cipal, the surety shall permit him to have possession of a bond
signed in blank, the surety will have clothed the principal with an
apparent authority to fill the blanks at his discretion, in any appro
priate manner consistent with the nature of the obligation proposed
to be given, so that, as against the obligee receiving the bond with
out notice, or negligence, and in good faith, the surety will be
estopped to allege that he executed the paper with a reservation or
upon a condition in respect of the filling of such blanks, and this
whether the blanks to be filled have reference to the penalty of the
bond, the names of the co-sureties, or other thing.
" The mere fact that the obligee in a bond has knowledge at
the time he receives it that there were blanks in the instrument which
had been filled subsequent to the signing by the sureties, and in
their absence, will not operate to affect the obligee with notice of
any secret conditions upon which the sureties may have signed the
bond."
There was a question whether the deficit occurred
under the first or second term of the treasurer. On this
point the court said :
" In an action on such bond, the sureties will be precluded
from showing that the amount so appearing as treasury balances in
the hands of their principal was not actually in the treasury at the
time. Nor would it be competent for the sureties to prove that a
part of the balance, shown to have been on hand at a certain time,
was actually loaned out for the benefit of the city."
The judgment of the Appellate Court was, therefore,
reversed, and the cause remanded, with directions to en
ter a judgment of affirmance of the judgment of the
Circuit Court.
OKFIELD & Towle, comprising Charles K. Offield and Henry
S. Towle, devote their whole time to practice in the U. S. Courts;
which practice consists almost entirely of patent, trade-mark and
copyright cases. Their clientage is probably as exclusive as that of
any firm in the city, and in their practice they are associated in sev
eral prominent cases with the finest legal talent in the United
States, among whom are William M. Kvarts, Roscoe Conkling and
Benjamin F. Thurston. In their professional ethics, they disdain
to do a dishonest act, and give disinterested advice to actual or
prospective clients, discouraging unjust or groundless litigation.
They have been prominently identified with many of the most im
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portant patent causes in the country,—eg, , the Washburn-Moen
Manufacturing Company and Isaac I,. Ellwood barb-wire suits,
the "horse-nail" litigation, the beef-canning suits, and the oil-stove
combination suits; general attorneys in patent matters for the Pull
man l'alace Car Company, and had charge of the suits against the
Wagner Sleeping-Car Company; in matters in the West, for the
Singer Sewing Machine Company; general attorneys for the Com
mercial Manufacturing Company of New York, the owners of the
Mcge Patent Manufacture of Oleomargarine, and conducted the ex
tensive suits on that behalf in the United States Court of this city:
attorneys for James S. Kirk & Co., of Chicago; for steam and water
elevator patents, represented principally by W. E. Hale & Co.; for
k. Hoe & Co., New York; for Jones & Laughlins' large iron in
terests: for the tobacco trade-marks of S. W. Venable & Co., of
Petersburg, Va., and for the Brush Electric Eight Co.; general
attorneys for the car-lamp combination, and for the large packing
firm of Eibby, McNeill & Libby; in addition to many of the wealth
iest corporations and firms in the United States.
Charles A". Offield was born at Lewistown, Fulton Co., 111.,
and is a son of Franklin I'ike Offield, a prominent business man,
who was honored by numerous offices of trust in that county. He
was one of the incorporators of the town of Canton, III., and erected
the county buildings of Fulton County. He died when Charles K.
was a child, leaving him to care for his mother, who is now Mrs. E.
O. Thompson, of New Haven, Conn. Mr. Offield began his pre
liminary education at the seminary in Aurora, 111., and, in 1864, he
entered the Northwestern University. During his studies at this
institution, he joined Co. " F," 134th Regiment Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, serving as sergeant during a nine months' campaign in
Missouri and Kentucky, being mustered out in November, 1864.
He entered the law department of the University of Michigan, at
Ann Arbor, in 1867, graduating in 1869. He then came to Chi
cago, entered the office of Goodwin, Earned & Towle, anil was ad
mitted to the Chicago Bar in 1870. In 1874, E. C. Lamed left the
firm, and his place was filled by Mr. Offield, the firm name being
changed to Goodwin, Offield & Towle, which continued until the
death of Mr. Goodwin in iS7g, when it became Offield & Towle.
Mr. Offield is an expert, not alone in mechanics, but also in chem
istry and natural philosophy, and likewise erudite in the law in all
its details, and thoroughly conversant with all the decisions of the
courts in Europe and America bearing upon patent litigation. He
is brilliant and comprehensive in his presentation of cases, and pos
sesses pre-eminent ability as a forensic orator. Mr. Offield is a re
publican in politics, but, in consequence of the demands of his pro
fession, gives no more consideration to that subject than becomes a
good citizen. In 1S75, he was married to Miss May R. Munson,
of New Haven, Conn. They have had three children,—Charles
K. Jr., Franklin Pike (deceased), and James Rogers.
Henry S. Towle was born at Mishawaka, Ind., on October
10, 1842, the son of Oilman Towle, who is still a leading citizen of
Mishawaka. He received a thorough education at Mishawaka and
Valparaiso, Ind. In 1862, he was connected with the sanitary ex
pedition sent out by Governor Morton for the relief of the soldiers
from Indiana in the Southwest. Serving in this capacity about one
year, he was sent to Washington on a similar errand, where he was
engaged some time in the service of his State. He entered the law
department of the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, in 1867,
graduating in 1869. Coming to Chicago, he was admitted to the
Bar of Illinois, and began practice in the office of Arrington & I >ent.
He afterward became a member of the firm of Goodwin, Earned &
Towle, subsequently Goodwin, Offield & Towle, and Offield &
Towle. Mr. Towle has a high standing in his profession, and has
played a very important part in building up the extensive practice of
this firm. For some years he has not taken an active part in poli
tics, but his sympathies are with the republican party. He has
been a trustee of the Northwestern University, at Evanston, for ten
years, which position he still fills, and is prominently identified with
the interests of that institution. He is also one of the board of
management of the Union College of Law. He is greatly interested
in all educational matters, and is an earnest advocate of raising the
standard of educational excellence. In 186S, he married a daughter
of Robert F. Queal, of Evanston; she died in 1881, leaving one
child. In religion, Mr. Towle is a Methodist, having been identi
fied with that church many years.
John Dunlap Adair was born at Carlisle, Penn., on Novem
ber 24, 1843. His father, S. Dunlap Adair, one of the most dis
tinguished lawyers of F^astem Pennsylvania, was an earnest whig,
and defended several fugitive slaves who escaped over the border
from Maryland. Young Adair received his higher education at
Dickinson College, Carlisle, but, before graduating, enlisted in
Co. "A," 7th Regiment Pennsylvania Reserves, 3d Division, 1st
Corps, Army of the Potomac. He was soon promoted to the second
lieutenancy of Co. " G," and after the battle of Antietam became
captain and commissary of subsistence, serving on the staff of Gen
eral Meade, then commanding the Division to which he was at
tached. In 1863, he was transferred to the staff of S. Wylie Craw
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ford, and then to that of General Abner Doubleday. In the latter
position he was present throughout the Gettysburg campaign, and
was subsequently appointed inspector of the subsistence department
for the armies operating around Richmond, being stationed at Gen
eral Grant's headquarters, where he remained until the movement
against Richmond in 1865. Me was then assigned to the staff of
Brigadier-General Ranald S. McKenzie, commanding the cavalrybrigade of the Army of the James. Captain Adair remained on duty
at Richmond until mustered out in November, 1865. He was brevetted major and lieutenant-colonel for gallantry in the field, but,
higher than any title, he prizes a letter from General Meade, speak
ing in high terms of his services. He returned to Carlisle in the
winter of 1865-66, and commenced the study of law with A. Brady
Sharp, being admitted to the Bar in 1867. He removed to Chicago,
in the spring of 1870, and entered the office of John V. LeMoyne,
where he remained live years. In 1883, he formed a partnership
with Lorin C. Collins, Jr., which was dissolved upon Mr. Collins's
elevation to the Bench.
Sleeping-car Companies not Liable as Inn
keepers or Carriers.— In the case of C. M. Smith
vs. Pullman Palace Car Company (73 111.), it appeared
that the plaintiff bought a sleeping-car ticket from
Chicago to East St. Louis, for which he paid $2, and
took a berth in a Pullman car at nine o'clock p. m.
His money ($1,180) was in an inside vest-pocket, and
when he retired for the night the vest was placed under
his pillow. In the morning he found the vest as he
had left it, but the money was gone. On trial in the
Superior Court, the plaintiff obtained a verdict and
judgment for $277. On appeal to the Supreme Court
the judgment was reversed and the cause remanded.
The court said :
" The owners of sleeping-cars, who receive pay from lodgers
merely for the sleeping accommodation afforded by their cars, are
not liable as innkeepers for money that may be stolen from the
person of such lodgers on the cars. * * * The proprietors of
sleeping-cars are not carriers, and can not be held liable, as such,
for property lost by or stolen from lodgers whilst on the cars."
In the case of Nevin vs. Pullman Palace Car Company,
appealed to the Supreme Court (106 111.), the court de
cided that sleeping-car companies owe duties to the
public as common carriers, and that
"where a passenger, who, under the rules of such company, is
entitled to a berth upon payment of the usual fare, and to whom
no personal objection is attached, enters the company's sleeping-car
at a proper time for the purpose of procuring accommodation, and
in an orderly and respectful manner applies for a berth, offering to
pay the customary price therefor, the company is bound by law to
furnish it, provided it has a vacant one at its disposal."
James R. Doouttlf. was born on January 3, 1815, in Hamp
ton, Washington Co., N. Y., and is a son of Reuben and Sarah
(Rood) Doolittle. He graduated from Geneva College, in Western
New York, in 1834. He studied law in Attica, Warsaw, and
Rochester, N. \\, and was admitted to the New York Bar in 1837.
I le commenced practice in Rochester, but shortly removed to Wy
oming County, N. Y. Although a democrat, his popularity was
such as to overcome a hitherto republican majority in his county,
and secure his election as district attorney. In February, 1S47,
he was a member of the Democratic State Convention, and placed
himself on record as a free-soil democrat. In 1 85 1 , Mr. Doolittle
settled in Racine, Wis., where he soon attained high rank among
the lawyers of that State. In 1853, he was elected judge of the
First Judicial District of Wisconsin, which position he resigned in
the spring of 1856. Not very long after his resignation, the efforts
to make Kansas a Slave State compelled him, in conscientious
accordance with his former record, to disavow all further allegiance
to the democratic party, while it should remain the tool of slavery
propagandists, and he joined the republican party. Through the
presidential campaign of 1S56, and during the succeeding ten
years of conflict, he was one of the most eloquent and ardent
advocates of the cause he had espoused. In the winter of 1S56-57.
he was elected United States Senator by the republican Legisla
ture of Wisconsin, and, in 1S63, was re-elected. He was the
originator of the first National Convention held after the War,
and was president of the National Union Convention at Philadel
phia, in 1866. In 1871, he was the democratic nominee for
governor of Wisconsin. In 1869, he resumed the practice of his
profession, in Chicago, as a partner of the late Jesse O. Norton,
still retaining his residence in Racine. This firm was dissolved
soon after the fire of 1871, and a new partnership formed with

his son, James R. Doolittle, Jr. In 1876, Henry McKey became
a member of the firm, since which time it has continued under
the style of Doolittle & McKey.
Herukrt B. Johnson is a son of Dr. Caleb C. Johnson,
a physician of forty years' practice in Western New York and in
Hillsdale, Mich. His mother, Julia B. Bates, was a daughter of
Captain Henry W. Bates, both of his grandparents being of New
England ancestry and pioneers of Western New York. Mr. John
son was born at Kendall, Orleans Co., N. Y , on September 5,
1844; prepared for college at the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary,
Lima, N. Y., and graduated at Union College, Schenectady,
N. Y., in 1867. For two years he was principal of the Lowell
(Mich.) Union School ; then entered the Albany Law School, and
after graduating from that institution in June, 1870, came to Chi
cago. Soon afterward he associated himself with Colonel R. W.
Kickaby ; the firm lost severely in the great fire. Since 1872, Mr.
Johnson has practiced alone, his business relating largely to com
mercial law, and he is well and favorably known among Eastern
merchants. In 1874, Mr. Johnson received the honorary degree of
A.M. from Hillsdale College, Mich. He is a member of Fidelity
Lodge,, No. 90, A.F. & A.M., of that place. He is connected
with the Chicago Law Institute, the I'si Upsilon Society, and was
one of the organizers of Professor Swing's church. Mr. Johnson
was married, in 1S72, to Eleanor B. Barnum, daughter of Rev.
George Barnum, of Wauseon, Ohio.
Benjamin M. Shaffner, a young German-American lawyer
of prominence in this city, was born at Kftnigsberg, Prussia, on
May 20, 1847. His father, Abraham, came to this country in
1850, and first settled in New Orleans, but in 1857 removed to
Springfield, 111. In 1863, Benjamin graduated at the high school,
and almost immediately entered the United States quartermaster's
department at Springfield, remaining thus employed until 1865,
when he was appointed by Congressman Cullom a cadet at the
Annapolis Naval Academy, graduating in i86u. He then returned
to Illinois, and soon afterward commenced the study of law in
the office of Judge Skinner, at Quincy. He was admitted to the
Bar in the fall of 1869. In January, 1870. came to Chicago, and
formed a partnership with James Goggin, and subsequently with
D. L. Shorey. For eight years he has been practicing alone. Mr.
Shaffner was married, in 1871, to Jennie Einstein, a daughter of
Morris Einstein. They have one son,—Clarence B.
John M. Gartside was born at Philadelphia, Penn , on August
24, 1849. He is the son of Benjamin and Caroline (Measey) Gartside, natives of Lancashire, England. His father was for many
years an engraver in the Quaker City. In 1855, the family removed
to Iowa City, and in 1861 to Davenport, Iowa. At the latter place
Mr. Gartside worked in a store and went to school. By the time
he was eighteen years of age he had virtual charge of a large tailor
ing establishment, besides having obtained a good general and
business education. The last three years of his residence in Daven
port was spent in the insurance business, having charge of the
Northwestern office of one of the leading companies. On October
1, 1870, he came to Chicago. He at once entered the office of
Dent & Black as a law student, pursuing other studies, however,
under a private tutor, and was admitted to the Bar in June, 1873.
He remained with Dent & Black until 1876, obtaining a very good
position for a young man ; but desiring to establish himself as a
practicing attorney, he severed 1 is connection with the firm during
that year. Since then he has secured a good general practice. Mr.
Gartside was married, in September, 1874, to Annie L. Davis,
daughter of Levi Davis, of Davenport, Iowi.
Jesse Hoi.dom, of the widely-!:nown law-firm of Knicker
bocker & Holdom, was born in London, England, on August 23,
1851. Previous to 1868, he had received lii academic education in
his native city, and also obtained some legal education in a London
law office. During that year he came to Chicago, and after study
ing his profession for about two years, in 1870 he entered the office
of J. C. & J. J. Knickerbocker. When J. C. Knickerbocker was
elected judge of the Probate Court, the present partnership was
formed. The firm is justly considered one of the most prosperous,
both in the professional and financial way, in Chicago. Their lawlibrary is one of the largest and most complete in the city. Person
ally, Mr. Holdom's practice has been in the common law, chancery,
and the probate courts, real-estate and probate suits taking upmost
of his time. He has had the management of some of the largest
estates that ever went through the courts here, among which are
those of the late E. II. Hadduck, Jesse Whitehead, William Hickling, Josiah L. James and Charles B. Pope. He also had personal
management of the Lehmann-Rothbarth controversy, which is still
pending in the courts. Mr. Holdom came into decided notice
through his connection as counsel for the defendant, with the case
of Winch, minor, vs. Thomas Tobin, guardian, in the Supreme
Court. The argument he then made was upon a writ of error sued
out of that court, attacking »lie constitutionality of the Act of the
Legislature conferring jurisdiction upon the Probate Court in guard
ianship matters, and its power to order the sale of a minor's
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real-estate. In this case, an order had been made, disposing of val
uable property to the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad
Company. Mr. Holdom succeeded in sustaining the jurisdiction of
the I'robate Court, although many of the leading lawyers of Chicago

had doubted the constitutionality of the Act, and had expressed
opinions to the effect that the Probate Court had no jurisdiction in
such cases. The decision of the Supreme Court set the matter at
rest. Mr. Holdom also has a large foreign clientage, and is accused
by his friends of making annual trips to Europe to look after their
interests and his own pleasure. Mr. Holdom owns a fine library of
general literature, numbering more than one thousand two hundred
volumes, among which are some very rare works. In this regard he
takes special pride in all that relates to the history of his native city,
and has a large number of tomes, some of which are very ancient
and extremely rare, treating of that city, from the earliest to the
present time. In 1876, Mr. Holdom was married to Miss Edith I.
Foster, of Ovid, N. V. They have three children.
Liability of the City for Accidents from De
fective Sidewalks and Streets.—In the case of
Hesing, administrator, etc., vs. The City of Chicago
(83 III.), the facts were as follows: A child, four years of
age, came to its death by drowning in a ditch filled
with water, to the depth of five feet, immediately in
front of its parents' residence. The boy's mother
was engaged in her ordinary occupation at her house,
and the father was at work in a lumber-yard not far
distant. The case was tried before Judge Gary, and
judgment was obtained for the plaintiff for $800. The
city appealed to the Supreme Court, where it was
decided
" That a failure to keep a constant watch on a child could not
be imputed as negligence on the part of the parents, and that it
was gross negligence on the part of the city to leave a ditch filled
with water in a public and frequented street, bordering on the side
walk, without any guards to prevent children from falling into the
same." The judgment below was affirmed.
In the case of Mary E. Bixby vs. The City (84 111.),
the facts were as follows: In passing along Green
Street, she slipped and fell, and broke her leg. At the
place where she fell, a portion of the walk was up to
grade and a portion ten or twelve inches below grade,
and, to enable persons to pass conveniently, a step had
been placed at the intersection of the two walks, about
six or seven inches wide and two inches thick, extending
the entire width of the sidewalk, which was sound and
firmly fastened. There was ice on the walk, and it was
very slippery at the time of the accident. In the trial
below, the plaintiff recovered a judgment for $2,000.
The City appealed, and the Supreme Court reversed
the judgment. The syllabus in the case is as follows :
" A city is bound only to the exercise of reasonable prudence
and diligence in the construction of a step from a higher to a lower
sidewalk, and is not required to foresee and provide against every
possible danger or accident that may occur. It is only required to
keep its streets and sidewalks in a reasonably safe condition, and is
not an insurer against accidents."
Another case is that of Minnie Herz vs. The City
(87 111.). In passing over a sidewalk on Wabash Avenue,
near Twentieth Street, which had been constructed
above the level of the street, a plank on which plain
tiff stepped gave way, which caused her to fall, with
one foot in the hole and the other on the walk, and in
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an effort to save her child, which she was carrying in
her arms, she fell backward, sustaining a severe injury
of the spine, from which she suffered intense pain. It
was not until after six months that she could be carried,
even on pillows. She recovered a judgment against
the city for $7,500. On appeal by the city, the Su
preme Court decided:
" Where a city suffers a sidewalk on a frequented street, built
some four feet above the ground, to become dilapidated and out of
repair, and in such a condition as to Income dangerous, and after
notice of its unsafe condition did not repair the same, the right of
the plaintiff to recover, no want of prudence being attributable to
her for the injury so received, was clear."
Howard Henderson, attorney-at-law, is a native of Chicago,
and a son of one of its most respected and useful citizens, the Rev.
Abner W. Henderson, well known in the Presbyterian church and

as one of the early settlers of the city. The son was naturally af
forded every opportunity to acquire a thorough education, prepar
ing for college at a select school in Clinton, N. Y., and then going
to Heidelberg, Germany, to pursue a course of study in its farfamed university. While there he gave particular attention to the
study of civil law, and afterward attended the University of Edinburg. Upon his return to this country, Mr. Henderson entered
the Albany Law School, from which he graduated in 1870. After
being admitted to the liar of New York State, he returned to Chi
cago, where he commenced practice as a member of the Illinois
Bar. At first he went into the office of Miller, Van Annan &
Lewis, but soon aftersvard established his own office, and has built
up a successful practice. He is a student and worker, and is fa
vorably known as an attorney representing banking and other large
interests.
Chari.es A. Dibble, a prominent member of the Chicago Bar,
and president of the Chicago Union Veteran Club, has been a resi
dent of this city for over fourteen years, and since the great fire of
1871 has been identified with the most advanced progressive inter
ests of the metropolis. Mr. Dibble was born in Herkimer County,
N. Y., the son of William L. and Sarah Dibble, on January 31,
1842. His mother was descended from the McQueen family of Scot
land, and his father was a well-known resident of Herkimer, Salis
bury and Stratford, where for many years he was engaged in the
lumber business. In 1849, tne family came West and located at
Randolph, Columbia Co., Wis. Here the elder Dibble engaged in
farming, and the son began the acquirement of the rudiments of
a thorough practical education, attending the schools of Randolph
and Fox Lake, and finally became a teacher in the academy where
he had made his early studies. When the War of the Rebellion
broke out, the young school-teacher had not yet attained his major
ity, but with all the ardor of honest patriotism he set at work to
help organize the noted Fox Lake company, which recruited mainly
professional men, merchants and students. On August 13, 1862,
Mr. Dibble was formally enrolled in the Union service, in Co.
" E," 29th Wisconsin Infantry. The regiment went into quarters
at Camp Randall, near Madison, Wis., and soon afterward was
sent South, first to Helena, Ark., then to Friar's Point, Miss., and
to Milliken's Bend, La., where it was assigned to the 13th Army
Corps, under General McClernand. The regiment was present at
the running of the batteries on the night of April 22, 1863, at Vicksburg, and, following the Grant campaign, was present at the Grand
Gulf gunboat attack of April 29. On May I, 1863, at the battle of
Port Gibson, Miss., Co. " E "came out of a terrible sortie on the
enemy with over twenty-five men killed and wounded, among the
latter being Sergeant Dibble. He was carried off the field of bat
tle by Dr. James H. Plecker, now of this city, and at that time
a stranger to him, and was conveyed to the hospital, where his
wounds necessitated the amputation of a leg. Later, he was taken
North with others by boat to near Young's Point, then by six-mule
teams over hard, corduroy roads across Young's Point, then by boat
to Memphis, Tenn., and then to the Jefferson barracks at St. Louis,
Mo., where he was discharged on September 2, 1863, after over a
year of active service. Mr. Dibble then returned to Columbia County,
Wis., and resumed his tutorship of the public schools at that place
and at Fox Lake, Dodge Co., and, in the summer of 1866, went to
Milwaukee, where he attended Markham's Academy and also a
course of law lectures, preparatory to adopting the profession of the
law. Returning again to Columbia County he was made clerk of
the Circuit Court at Portage City, a position he filled for six con
secutive years, being re-elected twice to the office. In 1871, he
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was admitted to the Wisconsin Bar in Dodge County, and at this
time was one of the best-known professional men in the southern
portion of the State. In October, 1871, Mr. Dibble resigned his
position as clerk of the court and came to Chicago, arriving in this
city the morning after the great fire of 1S71. Here he entered upon
the practice of the law, and soon became a representative member
of the city liar, for some time having Congressman Iliram Barber as
a law partner. In addition to this, he became identilied with vet
eran soldiers' organizations most prominently, and his combined
influence and popularity made high political preferment a possi
bility tendered, but, amid the duties of business, declined. Kor
three years he was judge-advocate of Tost 28, G.A.R., and, in 1882,
was made its senior vice-commander. He was also judge-advocate
for three years of the Veteran Union League, and later was elected
vice-president of the Chicago Union Veteran Club, an organization
comprising 1,649 members, a club of w hich General Grant was
a member. In January, 1SS6, he was elected to the presidency of
this organization, one of the largest and most important of its kind
in the West. Mr. Dibble has led a busy and varied career. In
his professional, military and private life his record for integrity,
courage and usefulness has been without a stain, and he enjoys the
esteem of numerous warm personal friends, and the respect of the
community at large. With rare and brilliant political and profes
sional advancement awaiting him almost at the threshold of an early
and vigorous prime, he is also happily blessed in his domestic life.
Mr. Dibble was married, in 1870, to Miss Sarah P. Winter, eldest
daughter of Dr. 1'. Winter, of Horicon, Wis., formerly surgeon of
the 19th Wisconsin Infantry, and connected by ties of relationship
with the family of John I. Blair, of New Jersey. They have two
charming and interesting children,—a daughter aged fourteen years,
named Stella Winter Dibble, and a son, three years her junior, named
Blair Winter Dibble. Mr. Dibble's parents died some years since,
in Wisconsin. Of the members of the family still living are two
brothers of Mr. Dibble, farmers in Minnesota, one brother engaged
in mercantile business at St. Louis, another in the abstract business
at Minneapolis, and another, a clergyman in Dakota.
William Lathrop Moss, one of the ablest and most success
ful members of the Chicago Bar, is the son of William L. and
Minerva C. Moss, of Granville, Mass., and was born on October
25> 1 835. During his infancy the family came West and settled in
Peoria County, this State, where young William attended school
and assisted his father in farming ; subsequently entered Jubilee
College, under Bishop Chase, where he finished his education.
Some years later he determined upon law as a profession and began
reading in the office of Jonathan K. Cooper, a leading lawyer of
I'eoria County, and was admitted to the Bar in 1S69. He con
tinued active practice, as an associate of Mr. Cooper, until 1 87 1 ,
when he came to Chicago and settled down to practice just after the
lire. Mr. Moss is well-known to both the Bench and Bar as an
able lawyer and to a numerous clientage as a forcible advocate and
sagacious counselor. He was married June 14, 1865, to Miss Hattie
D. McLean, of New Hartford, New York, an estimable lady of
many accomplishments. They have three children, —Annie Tilden,
Edith Helen and Charles Mclean.
Frank J. Crawford was born on July 12, 1834, in Hunting
don County, I'enn., and is the descendant of a family of that name,
of Scotch extraction, that settled in Pennsylvania during its early
history. His youth was spent on a farm in Central Pennsylvania.
In the fall of 184S, when he was fourteen years of age, his family
removed to Western Maryland. He subsequently became a student
in Alleghany College, at Meadville, Penn., from which he received
the degree of Master of Arts. He taught school in Maryland,
Pennsylvania and Illinois. In 1855, he came to Illinois, and re
sided in LaSalle County, engaging in mercantile pursuits and
teaching school. Later, he read law in Ottawa, III., in the office
of Leland & Leland. Mr. Crawford was admitted to the Bar in
1S58, after examination by Judges Beckwith and Peck and Hon.
N. B. Judd. He practiced until the opening of the War, in 1861,
when he enlisted in the 53d Illinois Volunteer Infantry, passing
through all gradations from private to captain. He was afterward
brevetted major of United States Volunteers, for meritorious ser
vices in the field. He participated in the Tennessee and Vicksburg
campaigns; was promoted to a second lieutenancy "for meritorious
services at the battle of Pittsburg Landing," or Shiloh ; and was
soon after appointeil aid-de-camp on the staff of the brigade com
mander, General J. G. I.auman, of the 7th Iowa Infantry, remain
ing with him until he was transferred to the subsistence department.
General I.auman, in his official report of the battle of Hatchie
River, fought in October, 1862, says: " To Captain Scofield, my
assistant adjutant-general, and Lieutenant frank J. Crawford, my
aide, I tender my most sincere thanks for the valuable assistance
they rendered me. I can truly say, they were the right men in the
right place." He was appointed by President Lincoln as commis
sary of subsistence, with the rank of captain, November 10, 1862,
on the recommendation of General Hawkins, chief of the subsist
ence department of the staff of Major-Ceneral Grant. With the

exception of one year that Major Crawford was stationed at Port
Hudson, La., he was in active field-service during his entire term
of three years and eight months. He was on the staff of MajorCeneral Alvin P. Hovey.of Indiana, during the Vicksburg campaign,
and until after the capture of Jackson. He was afterward on the
staff of Major-General George L. Andrews, in Louisiana. Major
Crawford, at the close of the War, returned to Illinois, and re
sumed the practice of his profession. In 1871, he came to Chicago,
and has been connected with interesting cases, involving important
litigation, since that time. Major Crawford is an able lawyer.
He is diligent and persevering in business and leaves no part of
his duty unperformed. In politics he is a republican, having cast
his first ballot for General Fremont, in 1856. Ever since that
time he has uniformly supported the republican party. In 1S65,
he married Miss Max Fyffe, daughter of the late General E. P.
Fyffe, of Ohio, and the eldest sister of Captain Joseph Fyffe,
U. S. N.
Liability of Street-Car Companies for Acci
dents.—On May 13, 1875, tne plaintiff, Mrs. Phoebe
R. Mills, in company with Mrs. Camp, took passage on
the West Division Railway open-cars, at a point on the
southern part of its line, intending; to go to a point a short
distance south of the northern terminus of its line; but
this intention was abandoned on the coming up of a
slight shower of rain, and they remained in the car (in
tending to return home by it) until it had been run to
its northern terminus and returned south again as far as
the corner of State and Randolph streets, where, the car
stopping, the plaintiff and her friend again changed their
minds, and concluded to leave the car at that point.
Mrs. Camp left the car without difficulty, but the plain
tiff, while attempting to leave it, was, in consequence of
the car being suddenly started forward, thrown with
great violence to the ground. She received a severe
and painful injury, and was put to serious expense for
attendance of physician and care in nursing. The
plaintiff recovered a judgment of $7,000 before Judge
Rogers, from which an appeal was taken to the Supreme
Court. Here the judgment was reversed and the case
remanded.
At the January Term, 1882, of the Circuit Court,
another trial was had, which resulted, as the first, in a
judgment for the plaintiff. The case was then appealed,
first to the Appellate Court, which affirmed the judg
ment below, and then to the Supreme Court, which also
affirmed the judgment. The law is laid down as follows:
" In an action to recover for personal injuries, when the plaint
iff was injured while alighting from a street-car, by the negligent
starting of the car while the plaintiff was in the act of getting off, it
is of no consequence whether the air was stopped at the instance of
the plaintiff or not, or whether the plaintiff asked and obtained per
mission to alight.
" If a street-car is stopped for any cause where passengers are
in the habit of getting off, a passenger will have the right to alight
without making any request or obtaining any permission; and if the
driver of the car knew, or by the exercise of due care would have
known it, it will be negligence to start the car before a passenger
in the act of leaving the car has had a reasonable time in which to
alight."
In the case of Catherine McMahon vs. Chicago City
Railway Company, it appeared that the plaintiff entered
the defendant's street-car through mistake. On finding
she had entered the wrong car, she requested the con
ductor to stop and permit her to leave it. It was claimed
that he refused; and in attempting to descend from the car
while in motion she was injured. Three trials followed.
The first, in favor of plaintiff, was set aside; in the
second, the jury failed to agree; the third resulted in a
verdict and judgment in favor of plaintiff for $1,500.
This judgment was affirmed in both the Appellate anil
Supreme Courts.
Lewis H. Bishke is the son of David Bisbee, a farmer of
Derby. Orleans Co., Vt., where he was born on March 28, 1S39,
and worked on the farm until sixteen years of age. He prepared
for college in the academies at Glover, Derby and Morrisville, in

bench and bar.
Northern Vermont; entering St. Hyacinth College, near Montreal,
Canada, at nineteen years of age and graduating at twenty-one.
The course of study there being conducted in French, he mastered
that language so as to write and speak it fluently. Reading law
with J. L. Edwards, a prominent lawyer of Derby, and paying his
way mainly by teaching French, he was admitted to the Bar in J une,
1862. The same month, he enlisted in Co. " E," 9th Vermont In
fantry, and afterward became captain of Co. " H " of the same regi
ment, serving with credit in all the severe campaigns through which
that regiment passed. At Harper's Ferry he was captured, released
on parole, and sent to Camp Douglas, Chicago, where he remained
until exchanged, when he rejoined his regiment, resigning, on ac
count of sickness, in 1864. He then returned to Newport, Vt.,
and soon built up an extensive law practice. In 1866, he was
elected State's attorney of Orleans County and was re-elected in
1867; but soon resigned and became deputy collector of customs,
which office he held until 1S69, when he was elected to the Legisla
ture, and re-elected in 1S70. He was placed on the most important
committees, and was among the acknowledged leaders of his
party. Some of his arguments were pronounced the ablest ever
made in that house. From 1S65 to 1870, he was United States
commissioner for Vermont under the extradition treaty. He re
moved to Chicago just before the fire of 1871. He had great faith
in the future of Chicago, and his success, both financially and pro
fessionally, indicate that his judgment was sound. Mr. Bisbee has
had several partners, and is at present with John P. Ahrens and
Henry Decker, under the firm name of Bisbee, Ahrens & Decker.
In 1878, he was elected to the Illinois Legislature, receiving the al
most unanimous vote of his district. He at once took rank as one
of the most formidable debaters in that body. His speech in nomi
nation of Senator Logan has often been referred to as a model of
eloquence, and had powerful effect in securing his election. In
1864, he was married to Miss Jane E. Hinman, of Vermont. They
have two children, —Hattie and Benjamin H. Mr. Bisbee is a mem
ber of the Bar Association and of the Chicago Law Institute. His
Masonic connection is with Garfield Lodge, No. 6S6, A.F.& A.M.;
York Chapter, No. 148, R.A.M.; and St. Bernard Commandery,
No. 35, K.T.
John E. Dalton was born at Detroit, Mich., on July 26,
1847, his father, Michael Dalton, being a pioneer of the State. A
few years after his father's death (1849), his mother Margaret
(Goodbody) Dalton, also passed away, leaving the boy to the care
of a maternal uncle, Francis A. Goodbody, a farmer of Lake
County, 111. Mr. Dalton obtained some schooling at Lake Forest,
and later continued his studies at Detroit College. In 1868, he
commenced the study of law in the office of Runyan, Avery,
Loomis & Comstock, in this city, graduated at the Law University,
and, in June, 1 871, was admitted to the Chicago Bar. He has
given his attention chiefly to real-estate and chancery law. Since
the spring of 18S2, Mr. Dalton has represented the Thirteenth
Ward in the City Council, having been, during all this period,
chairman of the Committee on Judiciary ; and what is quite re
markable, although a pronounced democrat, he has been twice
returned from a strong republican ward. Mr. Dalton is actively
interested in such organizations as the Catholic Library Associa
tion, the Illinois and the Irish-American clubs, and various charita
ble and benevolent organizations. He is a busy man, whose mind
is devoted to the study of his profession and its practice in the in
terest of the clients he so efficiently protects.
Thomas C. Whiteside was born on February 28, 1837, in Ma
rion, Grant Co., Ind. He began a collegiate course at Farmers'
College, College Hill, Ohio, and subsequently entered Union Col
lege, Schenectady, N. Y., in the fall of 1855, from which he grad
uated in 1858. He became a law student in the office of Daniel I).
Pratt (afterward a United States Senator), of I.ogansport, Ind.
He was admitted to the Bar in i860, and commenced practice at
Peoria, III., where, in company with Leslie Robinson, he continued
practice but a short time. In 1861, he settled at Wabash, Ind.,
where his father resided. In the fall of that year, he was appointed
State's attorney for the eleventh district, and held the office, by
election, until the autumn of 1864. In 1864-65, he represented
Kosciusko and Wabash counties, Indiana, in the Legislature, and
during the session introduced the joint resolution ratifying the
amendment to the Federal Constitution which abolished slavery.
In June, 1865, he was appointed judge of the Twenty-first Judicial
District, by Governor Morton, comprising the counties of Cass,
Miami, Wabash, Kosciusko and Fulton, and in the fall of that year
was elected, without party opposition, to the same position, and
held the office until the fall of 1871. In 1868, he was a candidate
for Congress, but withdrew in favor of his law preceptor, Dan
iel D. Pratt. In 1872, he ran for Congress as a liberal republican,
sharing in the general defeat, although his votes were largely in
excess of the balance of the ticket. His successful competitor was
Hon. James N. Tyner, afterward assistant postmaster-general and
then Postmaster-General in Grant's cabinet. Judge Whiteside
married, in the spring of i860, Miss Laviria, daughter of Hon.
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George B. Walker, of I.ogansport, Ind. They have one son,
Walker, aged fifteen years, who is already distinguished throughout
the country as a talented youthful tragedian. He is called "The
Young Roscius," and has played an engagement as a star in the lead
ing roles of Hamlet and Richard 1 II. , at the head of a New York com
pany. He is acknowledged by the press and public to be the
greatest actor of his age, in Shaksperian characters, now in America.
Kerr vs. the South Park Commissioners.—This
was a case involving the title to about one hundred and
ninety-six acres of land in the South Park. It presented
several important and interesting questions under the
execution and homestead statutes of the State. One
Charles B. Phillips was the owner in fee of the land in
1849, and all parties to the suit claimed under him.
The case was tried in the Circuit Court of the United
States, and the opinion was given by Mr. Justice Har
lan. The facts of the case are exceedingly complicated.
The final result of the case was that the complainant,
Kerr, recovered one hundred and sixteen acres of the
land, while eighty acres was declared subject to the
right of homestead. Both sides appealed to the Su
preme Court of the United States, which, at the October
Term, 1881, affirmed the decree below, the court being
divided.
The points decided by Judge Harlan were as follows:
" In Illinois, the sale of property, while occupied as a home
stead, by virtue of an execution and levy is void; and it makes no
difference whether the premises are worth more or less than the
$1,000 allowed as the limit in value of the homestead.
'' In determining whether there has been an abandonment of
the homestead, regard must be had as well to the purposes and
declarations of the wife as of the husband; and where there is an
intention or desire on the part of the wife to return, the right of
homestead may not be lost, even though the husband did not intend
to return."
Rohert Stevenson Carroll was born at New Bedford,
Mass., on November 20, 1845, the son of Robert and Meriban B.
Carroll, and was educated in the public schools of his native place.
H is father died when he was twelve years old ; and when sixteen years
of age he enlisted in one of the companies of the Merchants' Guards,
47th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. This force was
left to guard New Orleans during the fighting at Port Hudson.
Mr. Carroll was with the command eleven months; returning home,
he re-enlisted in Co. " E," 58th Regiment Massachusetts Veterans.
He served in all the battles of the Wilderness, under General Grant,
and was before Peterburg and at the battle of the Crater, on July 30,
1S64. At the explosion of the mine he was taken prisoner and car
ried to Danville, Va., where he was confined over six months. Be
ing paroled February 22, 1865, he was sent to Annapolis, Md. He
participated with his regiment in the grand review at Washington,
and was mustered out in Massachusetts, as a first sergeant. After
ward he went to Boston and was appointed inspector in the custom
house; was also appointee! constable and justice of the peace by
Governor Washburn. He was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar
and practiced in Boston. Removing to Chicago, he established
himself in the practice of mercantile law and the collection of ac
counts. He is a member of Corinthian Chapter, No. 69, R.A.M.,
and of Chicago Council, No. 4, R. & S.M. He is also a member
of Post No 28, G.A.R. In November, 1879, Mr. Carroll married
Helen M. Erickson.
Lewis Ellsworth (deceased), although not a resident of Chi
cago, had hosts of friends in this city. He was prominently identi
fied with the public affairs of DuPage County and the agricultural
interests of Northern Illinois. When he came to this region, in
1836, it was somewhat uncertain as to whether Napcrville or Chi
cago would eventually lead in the commercial race. Judge Ells
worth cast his lot with the former, where for nearly half a century
he resided, but had property interests in Chicago, and came often to
this city to meet his many friends. Judge Ellsworth was born at Walpole, N. H., July 22, 1805, and in 1823, removed to Rutland County,
Vt., where he resided four years. In 1S27, he went to Troy, N.Y.,
where for nine years he engaged in various mercantile pursuits. In
the spring of 1836, induced by a favorable business offer and bv a
desire to see the Great West, he left New York for Naperville, and
in June of that year purchased the land upon which stands the fam
ily homestead. The next year he erected his dwelling-house, to
which, in October, 1837, he removed his family, and immediately
commenced his career as a successful farmer and merchant. In
1839, he was elected the first probate judge of DuPage County, and
subsequently was internal revenue collector for his district, and re
peatedly served upon the county board of supervisors. Judge Ells
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worth, in 1S4S, established the DuTage County nurseries, which
became famous throughout the Northwest. He was one of the in
corporators of the Union Agricultural Society, the lirst in Northern
1 llinois, and served for many years as its president and vice presi
dent. He was also one of the constituent members of the State
Agricultural Society, organized at Springfield in 1S53, serving as its
president in 1859-60, and for another term of two years subse
quently; for many years was a member of the State Hoard; and was
one of the organizers of the Du Page County Agricultural Society,
serving for some time as its president, fie was married, in De
cember, 1S2S, to Miss Chloe M. Skinner, of New I,ebanon, N. Y.,
who died October 16, 1876. On January 15, 18S5, the husband
followed his faithful helpmeet, both mourned by a wide circle of
friends and the poor, sick and unfortunate whom they had sus
tained in their afflictions. ' Two children (Milton S. and Lewis C.)
are still living, each occupying high stations in society and public life.
Milton S. Ellsworth was born at Troy, N. V., on Sep
tember 8, 1S29, and, in 1S37, removed to Naperville, where he re
ceived his education and for some time was connected with his father
in carrying on the DuPage County nurseries. In the fall of 1877
he was elected county clerk of Dul'age County, which position he
has since held. In September, 1S78, he removed with hisfnmily to
Wheaton, his present home. On May 22, 1854, he married Miss
Jane E. liarber, of Barber's Corners, Will Co., III. They have two
children, a son and a daughter.
Lewis C. Ellsworth was born on June 30, 1832, at Troy,
N. Y., and was brought by his parents to Naperville, III., in 1S37.
In 1852, he came to this city and entered the banking house of II.
A. Tucker & Co., with which firm he remained, as clerk and partner,
for nine years. In 1871, he removed to Denver, Col., and inau
gurated the present system of street railways in that city. There
he was a member of the convention that framed the constitution
of Colorado, and was elected to its first General Assembly, in the
Senate of which he served four years. In 1879, he was appointed
by the United States Court receiver of the Denver iV Rio Grande
Railway Company, pending the litigation between that company
and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad. On September
I, 1858, he was married to Carrie J. Haynes, of Boston, Mass.,
who died on March 17, 1881.
Milton R. Fresh waters was born in Iirooke County, Va.,
on August 9, 1844, his father. George Freshwaters, being a mem
ber of one of the oldest families in the State. Both of his parents,
and his grandfather, are still living on the old homestead, which
has remained in possession of the family for many generations. He
obtained his primary education at the Hopedale (Ohio) Seminary,
and then entered Alleghany College, at Meadville, Penn., not com
pleting his course, however, beyond the full sophomore year and
the junior year in mathematics. He entered Bethany College in
1S64, graduating in two years, and having the pleasure anil profit
of an acquaintance with James A. Garfield, for so many years its
trustee Graduating in 1S66, he commenced the study of law in
the office of Joseph I'endleton, at Wheeling, W. Va., and during the
succeeding year was elected county superintendent of education.
He was offered a re-nomination but refused it, and was admitted to
the Bar in 1869, and at once begun practice. Nathaniel Richard
son, a prominent criminal lawyer of Wheeling, was his partner for
about six months, but Mr. Freshwaters being elected State's attor
ney of his county was obliged to sever the connection. He served
his term of two years, and, in 1872, removed to Chicago, where he
has secured a good practice, especially in real-estate, chancery, and
probate matters. Since coming to this city he has joined the Ma
sonic order of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine, which is
under the jurisdiction of the grand lodge in England. No Mason
who has not taken at least the " third " degree is admitted to
membership.
Liability of Express Companies.—This was an
action of assumpsit, tried before Judge Blodgett, with
out a jury, the facts being that a package containing two
gold watches and five gold chains, worth about $500,
was delivered to the agent of the Southern Express
Company at Hethany, Ga., directed to the plaintiff,
John H. jYIather, Chicago.
The Southern Express
Company forwarded the package to Cairo, where it
was delivered to the American Express Company, which
undertook to transport it to Chicago. No value was
marked upon the package. The receipt given to the
consignor stilted, " Value asked, but not given." The
package was lost after arriving in this city, by theft, by
reason of its not having been treated as a valuable
package and deposited in the safe, where it would have
been placed if its true value had been marked upon it.

The statute of Illinois, on this subject, passed in
1874, which prohibits common carriers from limiting
their liability by any stipulation expressed in the re
ceipt given for the property transported, was construed
by the court as follows:
" I do not think that the statute of Illinois intended that a com
mon carrier should be prevented from limiting its liability when it
asked for the value of the commodity of which it undertook the
transportation, and the information requested is withheld.''
Judgment was given for plaintiff, and his damages
assessed at $50.
Edward Osgood Brown, of the firm of l'eckham & Brown,
attorneys and counselors at law, is the only son of Edward
and Eliza (Dalton) Brown, and was born at Salem, Essex Co.,
Mass., on August 5, 1847. His parents were descended from
English stock, and the family have been natives of the Bay State
for two hundred and fifty years, where they are prominently con
nected and known as most excellent people. He received his early
education at home, and at the age of fifteen entered Brown Univer
sity, from which he graduated, with honors, in the class of 1S67.
Shortly after leaving college, he taught school one year. Deciding
upon law as a profession, he entered the law department of Harvard
University, and at the close of the course, in competitive exami
nation with a class of one hundred, was successful in winning the
Dane prize. After filling the position of assistant and deputy clerk
of the Rhode Island Supreme Court for some time, he finished his
legal studies in the office of Hon. Francis Miner, of Providence,
R. I., and, in April, 1870, was admitted to the Bar. He was con
nected in active practice, at Providence, with Charles E. Gorman,
until the spring of 1872, when he became a member of the Chicago
Har, and has since been engaged in general practice with Orville
l'eckham, attorney for the First National Bank. Mr. Brown is
known to the Bench and Bar, as well as a numerous clientage, as
a successful advocate and counselor. He was married, on June 25,
1S84, to Miss Helen Gertrude Eagle, daughter of James E. and
Elizabeth Eagle, of this city. They have one child, Edward E.
Pkrrv A. Hull, the son of William M. and Samantha (Dodge)
Hull, was born at Williamsfield, Ashtabula Co., Ohio, on December
22, 1850. His father was a land-owner of wealth and influence,
his mother being the daughter of Captain John Dodge, of Con
necticut, an officer in the war of 1812. Until he was fifteen years
of age, Perry attended the public school, and then entered Kingsville Academy at Ashtabula. Completing his preparatory course
in two years, he entered Hillsdale College, Mich., where he re
mained over three years. He next read law with Colonel R. W.
Rickaby, then prosecuting attorney of Hillsdale County, and, in
1871, came to Chicago, where he continued his studies in the office
of W. II. Richardson. Mr. Hull was admitted to the Bar in
January, 1872, and subsequently formed a partnership with Mr.
Richardson. Since 1873, he has been alone and has, by ability and
close attention to his practice and to the interests of his clients,
built up a professional business second to none enjoyed by any
lawyer practicing the same length of time. 1 le is largely employed
in actual trials in court,' in which he has earned an enviable reputa
tion. He is a republican, and has been very active in the cause for
the last ten years.
Henry Decker, of the firm of Bisbee, Ahrens & Decker, was
born at Livonia, Livingston Co., N. Y., on December 4, 1832.
His father, Henry D., who settled in that county in 1795, was a
substantial farmer, and a soldier of the war of 1812; while his
mother, Martha Mather, was of an old family who were among the
earliest settlers of Connecticut. Mr. Decker received his primary
education in the Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, at Lima, N. V., after
ward attending Genesee College (now Syracuse University) for three
years, and subsequently Williams College, from which he graduated
in 1S54. After taking a course at the Albany Law School, he was
admitted to practice in 1856, and the same year associated with
himself Colonel George B. Goodwin, now of Milwaukee, Wis., his
brother-in-law. Removing to Menasha, they practiced law for
three years, when, on account of failing health, he returned to New
York, where, having recovered, he practiced for about twelve
vears. In August, 1873, he came to Chicago, but, on account of
ill health, was obliged to temporarily relinquish the active duties of
his profession. In 1880, he formed a partnership with Stephen A.
Douglas, |r., son of the great statesman, and who had just removed
from North Carolina, when Mr. Decker was admitted to the pres.
ent firm in May, 18S2. He was married, in 1856, to Ann E.
Grove, of Lima, N. Y. They have live children, —three sons and
two daughters.
Conflict of Jurisdiction. — The Tice Meter
Case.—The Commissioner of Internal Revenue having
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adopted the patent meter of Isaac P Tice, to be used
by distillers under the act of Congress, the plaintiffs,
A. Nashbaum et al., distillers, at Peoria, received these
meters from Enoch Emery, the collector, and paid to
him the purchase price therefor. On arrival and trial
of the meters, the plaintiffs were dissatisfied with their
operation, and abandoned their use, bringing suits in
the Peoria Circuit Court to recover the purchase money.
They also filed bills in chancery against Emery and
Tice, in the same court, alleging that the meters were
worthless and the law requiring their use unconstitu
tional, and praying that Emery be injoined from pay
ing the money over to Tice. All these cases were re
moved to the District Court of the United States, at
Chicago, where they were pending at the time of the
fire. After the fire, the record was restored in the
common-law cases but not in the chancery cases. To
the restored declaration, the defendant pleaded the
general issue, and filed special pleas, to which the
plaintiffs demurred. The court overruled the demur
rers, and allowed the plaintiffs twenty days—their attor
neys not being present—to elect whether they would
stand by their demurrer or plead.
The record stood in this manner until July, when
the defendants appeared and asked for judgment on the
demurrer. Notice was forwarded to the plaintiffs'
attorney, whereupon he came into court and dismissed
the common-law case.
A few days after this dismissal it was ascertained by
the court that, after the decision upon the demurrer,
one of the plaintiffs had brought suit in chancery in the
Peoria Circuit Court, alleging that the money for the
meters was wrongfully withheld from him, and praying
for relief. On default of Emery, a decree was entered
on the 25th of June against him, and on the 7th of
July, the day before these cases were dismissed, he paid
over to complainant the amount of money in his hands.
Thereupon counsel called the attention of the United
States Court to these facts, and asked that these cases
be re-instated, claiming that he was entitled to a judg
ment on the demurrer and to an order that the money
be paid to Tice. The motion was sustained on the
ground that the cases had been " improvidently dis
missed." Defendants' attorney then asked for a rule
against Mr. Emery, to show cause why he should not
pay this money into court, which was granted. Mr.
Emery appeared, and moved to set aside the order re
instating the cases, and to re-dismiss them. Judge
Blodgett said, that he could see no reason for changing
the order of reinstatement.
" I think in the present status of the record, and in view of
what has transpired elsewhere, it is the duty of this court to retain
these cas:s within its own control and within its jurisdiction, for
the purpose of protecting the rights of the real parties in interest.
* * * I can not look upon the proceedings at Peoria, whereby
an attempt, at least, was made to obtain the adjudication of the
l'eoria Circuit Court upon the matters in controversy between the
parties, as anything less than a fraud upon the jurisdiction of this
court and the real parties interested in the suits here. It seems to
me that this is as mild a term as the court should, in justice to itself
and to the parties, apply to the transaction."
After going on to show that there must have been
a connivance between the plaintiffs and defendants, and
a collusion between them in bringing to a successful
termination the Peoria suit, the court finally made an
order that Mr. Emery—who had in the meantime ceased
to be collector —should pay the money into the District
Court within twenty days. Thereupon, Judge Cochran,
of the Peoria Circuit Court, issued an attachment against
Judge Doolittle, of this city (of counsel in the case),
and Isaac 1'. Tice, for contempt of court, in having
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ignored and disobeyed the injunction issued by that
court. They were arrested and taken to Peoria. A
motion was made to quash the writ of attachment, and
upon argument, the respondents were discharged.
Subsequently, the controversy was settled by the
distillers paying to Mr. Tice some $13,000. The
distillers, however, eventually succeeded in having the
order of the Commissioner, requiring them to use this
particular meter, revoked.
James M. Flower, of the law firm of Flower, Remy & Greg
ory, comes of an old Massachusetts family, and was born at Han
nibal, Oswego Co., N. Y., on March 10, 1835. Calvin and Han
nah (Phillips) Flower, his parents, were natives of Ashfield, in that
State, and, in 1844, came West, to settle on a farm at Sun Prairie,
Wis. There his father still lives, his mother having died in 1S81.
Mr. Flower was graduated from the University of Wisconsin, in
1856, and immediately commenced to read law at Madison. For
about a year after graduating he was deputy clerk of the Supreme
Court, and, in 1857, was appointed clerk of the Commissioners to
revise the Statutes of the State. From Hartford, Conn., whither
he had gone to supervise the publication of the statutes, Mr.
Flower went to the Albany Law School, graduating in May, 1859.
lie opened an office at Madison, and, in the spring of 1S60, became
a member of the firm of Abbott, Gregory, Pinney & Flower, with
which he remained two years. During the succeeding decade, he
associated himself with leading attorneys, also holding the offices
of police justice and deputy collector of internal revenue. In Janu
ary, 1873, Mr- Flower removed to Chicago, and joining Henry W.
and Daniel K. Tenney and Otis P. Abercrombie, formed the firm
of Tenneys, Flower & Abercrombie, which partnership continued
until January, 1879. From that date until October, 1SS0, the firm
was Tenney & Flower, and from October, 1SS0, to May, 1882,
Tenney, Flower & Cratty, at which time the latter partnership was
dissolved and the present one formed. The several firms with which
Mr. Flower has been connected have made a specialty of commer
cial law. For some years, he was engaged in winding up the busi
ness of the German National Hank, of which he was receiver and
attorney, and which was successfully closed up, and its creditors
fully paid by him, in the summer of 1S84. In September, 1862,
he was married to Lucy L. Cours. They have three children.
JOHN P. Ahrens, of the firm of Bisbee, Ahrens & Decker, is
a native of Germany, and the son of Edward A. and Elizabeth M.
(Paulsen) Ahrens. Mr. Ahrens's grandfather was a noted physi
cian of large practice in Germany, and his maternal grandfather
was the Rev. H. Paulsen, an able Lutheran clergyman. When
but four years of age, he came to this country with his parents, who
located at Davenport, Iowa. Here he received a good education,
and commenced the study of law with General J. B. Leake, then
practicing at Davenport. Removing from Chicago in May, 1872,
Mr. Ahrens was appointed a deputy clerk of the Superior Court of
Cook County, and held the position for several years. He was ad
mitted to the Bar on June 7, 1873, and commenced practice in Janu
ary, 1875. He obtained his full share of legal business previous to
the formation of his partnership with L. H. Bisbee, on October r,
1879. This association placed him in connection with one of the
ablest and most successful lawyers. Mr. Ahrens himself is a good
trial-lawyer, makes a lucid, logical argument, and excels as a special
pleader. In 18S2, he was admitted to practice in the Supreme
Court of the United States. Mr. Ahrens is widely known in social
and business circles. For several years he has been prominently
identified with the Rcyal Arcanum ; he is Past Regent of Fort
Dearborn Council, and was elected Grand Regent of the State of
Illinois, on April 14, 1885. He was married, on October 24, 1877,
to Miss Fannie Hamblin, a lady of rare accomplishments and a
fine musician. They have three children,—Edith Louise, Leila M.
and Edward.
Frank Baker was born at Melmore, Ohio, where his father,
a successful and prosperous farmer, still resides. His paternal
grandfather, Samuel Baker, was a Revolutionary soldier and the
first judge of Steuben County, N. Y. His maternal grandfather
was a member of Congress from New York, and the only son of
Captain Silas Wheeler, a soldier and officer of the Rhode Island
line in the Revolutionary War. Mr. Baker was educated at the
Ohio Wesleyan University, where he graduated in 1861, and at
Albany Law School. He served as a private in the 84th Ohio
Volunteer Infantry in the War of the Rebellion, and began the
practice of law at Tiffin, Ohio, in 1865. He was elected city solic
itor of Tiffin in 1S67, and prosecuting attorney of Seneca County in
1869, and held both offices until his removal to Chicago in 1S73.
Al the Chicago liar, Mr. Baker has attained a high position, lie is
careful and thorough in the preparation of his cases for trial ; in a
trial aiways cool, self-possessed, and self-reliant; and is an earnest
and forcible speaker. In politics he has always been a democrat.
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In 1S82, he was the candidate of his party for probate judge, and
after a close contest was defeated by Judge Knickerbocker.
Henry M. Matthews, of the firm of Matthews & Dicker, was
born at Covington, Wyoming Co., N. V., on April 16, 1845, the
son of Isaac V. Matthews, a farmer and prominent man in that
locality. During the Rebellion he enlisted in the 130th New York
Infantry and served through to the close of the War. He was
wounded at Resaca. After being mustered out of the service, he
entered Union College, at Schenectady, where he remained three
years. He then joined the senior class of Amherst College, and
graduated in 1S69, in the first rank. He read law with Lanning,
l'ulsom & Willett, of Huffalo, and was admitted to the New York
Bar in 1S72. Previous to coming to Chicago, he acted for about a
year as managing clerk in the office of Dorscheimer & Lansing, of
Huffalo. Since 1373, he has been pursuing a general practice in
this city, having, in December, 1SS2, formed a partnership with
Edward A. Dicker.
Matthew I'. Brady, of the firm of Grant & Brady, attor
neys and counselors at law, is the son of Owen and Mary A. Brady,
and was born at Liverpool, England, on June 5, 1849. After
attending the Academic Institute of Rev. M. A. Delaney, he was
a pupil of the noted classical academy of Rev. T. Kelley, at Everton, near Liverpool, and subsequently spent two years in the Uni
versity of St. Philip. In 1S65, he came to Chicago, and, after
taking a commercial course in Bryant & Stratton's Business College
in this city, he was appointed deputy clerk of the Superior Court of
Cook County. Deciding upon law as his profession, he began his
studies in the office of William C. Grant, of the firm of Grant &
Swift, and entered the law department of the Chicago University,
and was admitted to the Bar in 1S73. For some time afterward lie
continued in the office of Grant & Swift, and was engaged in gen
eral practice until 1SS0, when he became a member of the firm of
Grant, Swift & Brady. In May, 18S3, Mr. Swift retired from the
firm, since which time he has been associated with Mr. Grant, the
style of the firm being Grant & Brady. He is known to the Bench
and Bar as a thoroughly educated lawyer, and enjoys an enviable
reputation as a successful advocate and prudent counselor. Mr.
Brady is a Roman Catholic, of Irish origin, and since early man
hood has been a republican in politics from conviction. Up to
a recent date, the vast majority of the Irish in Chicago were demo
crats in politics. Mr. Brady, in answer to the question, often put
to him : " Why are you, an Irish-Catholic, a republican in poli
tics?" has invariably replied, " Because I am an Irish-Catholic.
The race and Church to which I belong have always earnestly con
tended for liberty and the equality of all men before God, and,
therefore, in conscience and by principle, I am bound to be a re
publican, since that party is opposed to slavery and battles for the
rights of man in the true sense of liberty." In May, 1885, Mr.
Brady, with other gentlemen of his race, organized the IrishAmerican Central Republican Club of Cook County, of which
he is president, and which is a large and influential body, com
posed of men of Irish blood, and the first organization of its kind
created in Illinois. Mr. Brady was married, on May 25, 1382, to
Miss Cordelia M. Hansen, a native of New York. They have two
children,—Rose Mary and Helena.
" Mark Twain " in Court.—This was a bill in
chancery by Samuel L. Clemens against Belford, Clark
& Co., filed in 1882 in the District Court. The com
plainant stated in his bill that he had been an author
and writer by profession for twenty years, and that dur
ing that time he had been in the habit of publishing
books and sketches composed by him for publication as
" Mark Twain," the name assumed by him to designate
himself as such author. That the said designation of
" Mark Twain " had been used by him as his nom de
plume; that the said writings, under said name, had ac
quired great popularity, and had met with a ready and
continuous sale; and that no other person has been li
censed by him to use said designation. That the ex
clusive right of selecting and publishing, in any form,
the sketches and other writings written and published
by him, by right ought to belong exclusively to him,
and is of great value to his reputation; that the said de
fendants have published and sold, in great quantities, a
certain book, called upon its title-page, " Sketches by
Mark Twain, now first published in complete form.
Belford, Clark & Co., 1880," containing three hundred
and sixty-nine pages, many or most of which, in one
form or another, are substantially like sketches published
prior to 18S0 by complainant; and that the said defend

ants had no authority from complainant to maice pub
lication of said book or any part of it. That complain
ant, by such wrongful act, has been greatly injured;
and that his property in the said trade-mark of " Mark
Twain " has been greatly deteriorated and lessened in
value; wherefore, he prays damages and profits, and a
writ of injunction restricting the further publication of
said work. To the bill the defendants demurred. The
Court (Judge Blodgett) held:
" An author or writer can not acquire any better or higher
right in a nom de plume, or assumed name, than he has in his Chris
tian name, and he can not have a trade-mark in his nom de plume,
so as to prevent the application of the rule that the publication of a
literary product without copyright is a dedication to the people,
after which any one may republish it, and in connection with the
author's name.
" An author who is known to the public under a nom de plume
has the right to prevent the publication of matter which he did not
write in connection with his nom de plume, and purporting to be
written by him. Any person can publish any uncopyrighted pro
duction, and give the author's name on the title-page or elsewhere
as he chooses. The nom de plume 'Mark Twain' is not a trade
mark." The demurrer was therefore sustained.
Nathaniel Magruder Jones, a member of the Chicago
Bar, is the son of Benjamin and Rachel W. B. Jones, and was
born in Jackson, La., on August S, 1850. When he was six years
of age the family moved to Port Gibson. Miss., where he received
his early education. In 1865, he entered the Southern University,
at Greensborough, Ala., and graduated, with honors, in the class of
1869. Shortly after his graduation he accepted a position as in
structor in the Collegiate Institute of Baton Rouge, La., which he
filled two years, subsequently reading law with Truster! Polk, a
leading lawyer of the St. Louis Bar. In 1S73, he came to this city,
and during the same year was admitted to practice, and, until May.
1835, was associated with B. I). Magruder, now on the Supreme
Bench. Mr. Jones is known to the legal fraternity and to a numer
ous clientage as a thoroughly posted and careful lawyer, of ex
ceptional ability as an advocate and counselor. He was married,
on October 4, 1SS1, to Mary E. Merrill, daughter of H. T. Mer
rill, of Chicago. They have one child, Helen M.
Georc.e Wii.i.is Cass, son of Abner L. Cass, a physician of
Coshocton, Ohio, was born on February 11, 1851. He is a nephew
of General George W. Cass, formerly president of the Pittsburgh,
Fort Wayne & Chicago Railroad Company, and of General Lewis
Cass, of Michigan, and a grandson of Jonathan Cass, a revolu
tionary patriot ; his maternal ancestors being of an old Scottish
family. Mr. Cass attended Kenyon College, at Gambier, Ohio,
from which he graduated in 1870. He then attended the Univer
sity of Michigan at Ann Arbor, completing his course in 1873, when
he came to Chicago, and became a member of the firm of Elliott &
Cass. This connection continued until 1S77. Since that time Mr.
Cass has practiced alone, his specialty being real-estate and cor
poration law. He is a member of the Law Institute and Bar
Association, and stands well with the profession and the public.
Mr. Cass was married, in 1S7S, to Rebecca Osborne.
George Washington Kretzinc.er owes his German name to
his paternal grandfather, who came from Frankfort to Virginia.
His father. Rev. Isaac Kretzinger, is a clergyman of the United
Brethren denomination. The poverty of a minister's family obliged
George W. to support himself by manual labor during his college
course, so that in this he followed the tradition of many other
American boys who have won their way to high places. In his first
college year, the War of the Rebellion broke out, and, though far
under age, he dropped his books and went to the front as a member
of the famous Black Hawk Cavalry. After being captured and
paroled, he went back to his college, staying there until he was
exchanged, when he returned to the service and remained until the
close of the War. He then again went back to college, and, still
under age, graduated with high honors. Having obtained a posi
tion in a classical school in Keokuk, he taught two years with
marked success, though working hard at the same time at the study
of his chosen profession, that of the law. His legal studies were
continued under the direction of the Hon. George W. McCrarv,
who was Secretary of War under President Hayes and afterward
judge of the United States Circuit Court, in Iowa. Mr. Kretzinger
subsequently entered the office of Henry Strong for a short time,
and, in March, 1867, was admitted to practice. In September,
1867, he formed a partnership with Judge R. L. Hannaman, of
Knoxville, 111., which lasted until 1873, when the rising young
lawyer accepted an offer of partnership with John I. Bennett, of
Chicago, now master in chancery of the United States Circuit
Court. Some time later this partnership was dissolved, and Mr.
Kret/.inger has since been associated with his younger brother, J.
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T. Kretzinger. It will be observed by the foregoing, that the sub
ject of this sketch pursued his studies with gentlemen who are
prominent in railroad and corporation law. Mr. Kretzinger has
paid particular attention to these branches of the law, and his
identification with many of the prominent railroad legal contro
versies of the last ten years has established him as a corporation
lawyer second to none in the West. In 1877, he accepted the
general solicitorship of the Chicago & Iowa Railway, which was,
at that time, involved in difficulties which were considered beyond
legal redress. Mr. Kretzinger's genius, however, is well known to
be fully aroused only in emergencies, and in these famous contests
he gained for himself an eminent position and won for his client the
right to redeem itself from hopeless bankruptcy to a condition from
which its stockholders could realize its full value. Since the close
of these cases he has been engaged in many important controversies,
and is acknowledged to be a lawyer of almost inexhaustible
resource and energy. These qualities are supplemented by analyti
cal powers of remarkable clearness and a wonderful memory which
has become a proverb among brother lawyers and judges who know
him. As an orator, he is possessed of an extraordinary and con
vincing eloquence, and, though sternly logical and terse, and a
contemptuous rejecter of every flavor of rhetoric, his speeches all
bear the stamp of an illuminating imagination which brings every
outline of the subject into distinctness under its lightning flash, and
lays all the weapons of logic or ridicule or biting sarcasm close to
his hand. Mr. Kretzinger is just in the prime of life, and, with
his splendid abilities, tireless industry, and unblemished character,
it is safe to predict for him a brilliant future. At present he is
very properly regarded as one of the prominent and rising men of
the Northwest, lie was married, on August 29, 1878, to Miss
Clara J. Wilson, of Rock Island, 111. They have one son, George
Wilson, and a daughter, Clara Josephine.
Charles S. Thornton was born in Boston on April 12, 1851,
and, after obtaining a thorough preliminary education in the public
and grammar schools and the famous Latin School of that city,
entered Harvard College when seventeen years of age, graduating
in 1872. During his course he devoted a great part of his time to
the study of law, attending lectures at the Harvard Law School
and enjoying for two years the advantage of a course of law studyunder Henry Adams, of Cambridge; he also received instruction
at the Boston Law School. In the spring of 1873, he came to
Chicago, and, after studying until the fall in the offices of Lyman
& Jackson and Isham & Lincoln, was admitted to practice before
the Supreme Court, at Ottawa. During his twelve years' practice
Mr. Thornton has conducted many suits involving large real-estate
interests, and has been called upon so frequently to adjust the rights
of owners of land, that he has become recognized by the liar and
real-estate profession as an authority upon real-estate litigation and
matters relating to that branch of the profession. He has taken
an active part in the conduct of public affairs in the Town of Lake,
where he resides, being especially prominent in educational matters.
HENRY McClory was born at Belfast, Ireland, on August 1,
1S32, where his father, who bore the same name, was a prominent
business man and contractor. In 1848, the son emigrated to Amer
ica, and entered Trinity College, Hartford, from which he graduated.
In 1S60, he entered the Harvard Law School, but his father wishing
him to be educated for the Church, he entered Berkeley DivinitySchool, from which he graduated in 1S62, and was ordained a
deacon, and later a priest, in the Protestant Episcopal Church.
Shortly afterward he married a daughter of Mr. l'ersse, of l'ersse
& Brooks, a paper manufacturer. His father-in-law assisted the
elder Bennett when he was establishing the Herald on a few hun
dred dollars' capital, and through life the warmest friendship existed
between them. It thus happens that the same feeling has descended
to James Gordon Bennett and to Henry McClory. Mr. McClory
spent the first live years of his service in the Church as rector of a
parish in Boston. He subsequently removed to l'lattsburg, N. Y.,
where, in 1870, he lost his wife. It was a severe blow to him and
seemed to dishearten him for future work in the Church. Soon
after his wife's death, he commenced the study of law, and, in
1 871, was admitted to the Michigan Bar, settling in Three Rivers
to practice his profession. In 1874, he removed to Chicago, and
subsequently married Matilda l'ersse, a sister of his first wife.
Elbridge Hanecy, a prominent member of the Chicago Bar,
was born at Trenton, Wis. During his childhood, the family
removed to Milwaukee, where he attended the public schools and
finished his studies in the Milwaukee Academy, graduating, with
honors, in the class of 1868. In the following year, he came to
this city and began reading law in the office of Hervey, Anthony
& Gait. In September, 1874, he was admitted to the liar, and,
until 1877, was indirectly associated with Mr. Hervey, but has since
been alone in general practice. He is known to the profession and
a numerous clientage as a convincing advocate and reliable coun
selor. Mr. Hanecy was married jn March 1, 1S76, to Miss Sarah
Barton, of Chicago ; they have four children.
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The "Fund W." Case.—This was an indictment in
the United States District Court against Frank L. Loring
and John Flemming, on a charge of using the mails for
fraudulent purposes. The case was tried before Judge
Blodgett in November, 1883, and created a great deal of
interest, both in the city and in the country—-especially
among those who had been the victims of the alleged
fraud. General Leake, United States district attorney,
was the principal prosecutor for the United States, and
Messrs. Storrs and Goudy for the defendants. The trial
occupied eleven days, and was attended by large crowds
of interested listeners.
The facts in the case appeared to be, that the firm
of Flemming & Merriam were the ostensible authors of
a scheme, on the principle of a "mutual co-operative
fund " for speculating in grain, provisions, and stocks;
buying and selling on the Chicago Board of Trade and
the New York Stock Exchange. Circulars were sent
all over the country, and advertisements put in the news
papers, showing immense profits, and by this means a
large number of persons were induced to send money
for shares. The dividends were not "profits," but a
part of the investment, and were paid to encourage in
vestors to send on more money, as was charged, until
the scheme was ripe, when the entire capital disappeared.
A warehouse was rented on Market Street, and it was
proposed to let shareholders have the profits to be de
rived from the business done there. This it was alleged
was only a part of the plan to get people excited and
induce them to pour in the cash for shares more liber
ally. Merriam did not appear in the case—was a myth,
so far as the trial was concerned, if not so in fact.
Frank L. Loring, it was charged, was the principal of
the firm, who, with defendant Flemming, were its chief
manipulators.
One witness testified that he invested in the scheme
$30 of his own money and $370 due him for getting
subscribers. He received back $100 in dividends, but
none of the principal. A large number of witnesses
testified to transactions of a similar kind, some losing
more and some less; the losses, in some instances, ran
up into the thousands of dollars. It was proven that
when their bank account was closed, on January 31,
1883, they had a balance of $90,000 in one bank, which
was all drawn out in two or three days thereafter. The
postmaster had excluded them from the use of the mails
on January 30, 1883. Flemming left the city. The in
spector's report shows that the firm received, during the
first twenty days of January, through the Chicago PostOffice, seven hundred and seventy-five registered letters.
None of these letters, he states, contained less than ten
dollars, and many of them contained amounts varying
from one hundred to five hundred dollars. They had,
at the same time, received about eight hundred and
twenty money orders, aggregating $20,416. They also
received, during said period, large sums by express,
estimated at not less than $30,000. Their customers
were found not only in this, but in nearly all the other
States and Canada, and even in France and Germany.
The stoppage of their mails, brought this magnificent
scheme to a sudden and disastrous termination. For
some days, large crowds visited the city, and called at
the late place of business of the enterprising firm, en
deavoring to ascertain its whereabouts and its status.
There were loud threatenings of mob violence, but there
was nobody found to mob. The more the matter was
investigated, the greater the swindle was developed to
be. Then followed the indictment and trial.
The judge charged the jury that it was sufficient to
show the fraudulent intention to convert to defendants'
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own use the money which other persons should send directed to real-estate law, for which branch he is well qualified.
has been employed in settling several large estates. Mr. McKey
them fof investment in " Fund W." The jury arrived He
married, on October 25, 1S76, Miss Adella S. Parkhurst, daughter of
at a conclusion in about one hour, and their verdict was Hon. William S. Parkhurst, a prominent lawyer, late of Rome, N.
''guilty." After the usual delays on motions for a new Y. They have three children—Henry Parkhurst, Edward Bennett
and John William. Mr. McKey is a non-affiliated member of the
trial and rehearing, which were overruled, the defend
ants were sentenced to one year imprisonment, and to Pythian Order, and belongs to the Iroquois, Calumet and Ken
Clubs, His residence is in Hyde Park.
pay a fine of $500 each. After serving a few months woodAZEL
F. HATCH, partner of Thomas B. Bryan, was born on
of their sentence, they were pardoned by President September 6, 1 848, at Lisle, DuPage Co., 111., where he received
his early education. When nineteen years of age he entered Oberlin
Arthur.
College, Ohio, where he remained for three years, when he joined
George F. Wf.stover, a prominent member of the Chicago the senior class of Vale College. Graduating in 187 1, he removed
15ar, and long known as the associate of George A. Shufeldt, is a son to Sheyboygan, Wis., where, for one year, he acted as principal of
of Frederick II. and Phoibe M. Westover, of Manlius, N. Y., the high school. He removed to Chicago in 1872, and, entering the
where he was born on August IS, 1836. When he was nine years
of Shorey & Norton, began the study of law. In September.
of age he came West, accompanying Professor Bailey, of Manlius, office
1S74, he was admitted to the Bar, and in December commenced the
making the voyage from Buffalo to Milwaukee on the steamer New active practice of his profession, first associating himself with Nor
Orleans. At that time there were no railroads, and the great North
ton & Hulburd. In 1880 , he formed a partnership with O. F.
west was but sparsely inhabited. Upon his arrival at Milwaukee, Aldis, under the firm name of Hatch & Aldis, and December 1,
he sought the keeper of the light-house, Eli Bates, a family friend, 1S83, was associated with Mr. Bryan. A late case, which has
to whom he had a letter of introduction, and through his direc
attracted much attention, was the suit brought by Mr. Edison
tions made his way to the residence of a married sister. Mr. Bates against driest for an alleged infringement of patent by the latter in
was then keeping the light-house at $35 a month, but subsequently the manufacture of his electrical or mechanical pen. Mr. Griest,
became a resident of Chicago, and died a millionaire. Mr. West- through his attorney, Mr. Hatch, showed the existence of another
over remained near Milwaukee until 1852, when he entered Oberlin mechanical pen antedating Mr. Edison's, so that the suit was decided
College. In the following year he returned to Milwaukee, his for the defendant. Mr. Hatch also conducted the re-organization
parents having settled there, and became a student in the Milwau
of the Chicago Herald Company, of which he was the president for
kee University, where he graduated, and, later, was appointed an two years and is now vice-president and attorney. He was married
instructor of Latin, Greek and mathematics in that institution. He on February 5, 1880, to Grace H. Greene, of Lisle, 111. They have
read law with Hon. Jason Downer, also with Leander Wyman, three children.
both prominent lawyers of the " Cream City." and was admitted to
The Liability and Duty of Telegraph Com
the Bar in 1859. In 1861, he located in Waukesha County, and
two years later received an appointment in the paymaster's depart
panies. —The law on this subject was settled by our
ment of the Army, then lying before Vicksburg. After recuperat
ing his health after the War, in 1806, he associated himself with Supreme Court, in the case of Tyler, Ullman & Co. vs.
D. W. Small, at Oconomowoc, Wis., with whom he continued until Western Union Telegraph Company (60 111. 423).
This was an action of assumpsit, to recover damages
Mr. Small was elected circuit judge, in 1870. During this time
he edited and published, for a brief period, the newspaper " La- for alleged carelessness in transmitting a dispatch for
Belle Mirror." In 1874, he became a member of the Chicago Bar, appellants, by appellees, from Chicago to the City of
and formed a partnership with George A. Shufeldt, a brother of New York. The message, when written and delivered
Admiral Shufeldt, of the United States Navy, and continued to be
to the operator, was as follows :
associated with him until the spring of 1885, when Mr. Shufeldt re
tired from the firm. Mr. Westover is one of the leading members " To J. H. Wrknn or A. T. Brown.
of the Bar, and has figured conspicuously as a corporation lawyer.
" Sell one hundred (100) Western Union. Answer price.
He is known to both Bench and Bar as an able and scholarly law
" T., U. & Co."
yer, a sagacious counselor and an eloquent advocate. Mr. WestAs
delivered
to
Wren,
in
New
York,
the message
over was married on April 14, 1868, to Miss Elizabeth Miller, of
read as follows:
lirooklyn, N. Y. They have one child, Vesta M.
M. S. Robinson was born at Connersville, Fayette Co., Ind., " To J. H. Wrknn, care Gilman, Son & Co.
in 1845. When a boy he removed with his parents to McLean
"' Sell one thousand (1,000) Western Union. Answer price.
County, 111., where he remained until 1S60. At the breaking out
" T., U. & Co."
of the War he joined Co. " D," 20th Illinois Infantry, and served
The
message
was
written
on
one
of
the blanks pre
throughout the War. In 1S69, he removed to Pontiac, Livingston
pared by the company, which contained the following
Co., where he studied law with L. E.Payson, now member of Con
gress from that district, and other attorneys. During this year he was stipulation :
admitted to the Bar, coming to Chicago in 1874, and engaging in a
" In order to guard against and correct, as much as possible,
general practice. He has lately published a book on " Marriage some of the errors arising from atmospheric and other causes ap
and Divorce," containing a compilation of the laws on this subject, pertaining to telegraphy, every important message should be re
which has already run through three editions. Mr. Robinson is a peated by being sent back, from the station at which it is to be
member of Post No. 28, G. A. R., and of Fort Dearborn Lodge, received, to the station from which it is originally sent. Half the
Royal Arcanum. He is also connected with the National Associa
usual price will be charged for repeating the message, and the
tion of ex-Union Prisoners of War, being a member of the execu
companies will not hold themselves responsible for errors or delays
tive committee.
in the transmission or delivery, nor for the non-delivery of repeated
HENRY McKey, member of the law firm of Doolittle & messages, beyond two hundred times the sum paid for sending the
McKey, was born in the County of Mayo, Ireland, on Decembers, message, unless a special agreement for insurance be made in writ
1846, He came with his parents, Edward and Mary A. (Tole) ing and the amount of risk specified on this agreement, and paid at
McKey, in 1847, to America. They first located in New York the time of sending the message. Nor will these companies be re
State, and later at Janesville. Wis. During his boyhood Mr. sponsible for any error or delay in the transmission or delivery, or
McKey studied at the public schools of Janesville, preparing for for the non-delivery, of any unrepealed message, beyond the
college at a private school for two years before entering Racine amount paid for sending the same, unless, in like manner, specially
College, from which he graduated in 1867, receiving from that insured, and amount of risk stated hereon, and paid for at the time.
institution, in 1870, his degree of A.M. His father and uncle,
"No liability is assumed for error in cipher or obscure mes
Edward and Michael F. McKey, were prominently identified with the sages, nor for any error or neglect by any other company over
business interests of Janesville, and both accumulated large property whose lines this message may be sent to reach its destination ; and
in Chicago and in Wisconsin up to the time of their deaths. The these companies are hereby made the agents of the sender of this
uncle died in 1868, and his father in 1S75, and to Mr. McKey was message, to forward it over the lines extending beyond those of
intrusted the settling up of the estates. Upon graduating at Racine these companies. No agent or employe is allowed to vary these
College, Mr. McKey took a course of study in the law department terms, or make any other verbal agreement, nor any promise as to
of the Michigan University, and graduated in i86g. Soon after the time of performance ; and no one but a superintendent is au
graduating he took a trip to Europe with his father's family, thorized to make a special agreement for insurance. These terms
and in the summer of 1S71, owing to ill health, caused by close apply through the whole course of this message, on all lines by
study, he took another trip, and on returning attended to the re-build
which it may be transmitted."
ing of destroyed property owned by his father. In 1874, he com
On receipt of this message, Wrenn sold one thou
menced the practice of lav, and associated himself with Hon.
James R. Doolittle and James R. Doolittle, Jr. His attention was sand shares of this stock, and to do so was obliged to
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go into the market and purchase nine hundred shares ;
to re-place which, he had to buy on a rising market the
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in price, this advance, in an action against the company, would be
the measure of damages." The judgment was accordingly reversed.
The cause having been remanded, a new trial was
had in the court below, which, applying the principles
above recognized as correct, resulted in a verdict and
judgment for plaintiffs, in an amount sufficient to cover
the damages they had sustained by the negligence of
the defendants in transmitting their message. From
this judgment the telegraph company appealed. Mr.
Justice Breese, in giving the opinion of the court (74
111.), says :

same number of shares; so that the difference in the
selling and buying price amounted to $729.77, which
" Great efforts have been made to induce this court to depart
amount was wholly lost to the plaintiffs.
from the ground it occupied on the first appeal, by questioning the
It was admitted that the mes
sage inquestion was not repeated.
The case was tried before
Judge Gary, in the Superior
Court. The jury found for the
plaintiffs, and assessed the dam
ages at two dollars and sixty cents,
being the cost of the message
with interest. A motion for a new
trial was overruled, and judgment
rendered on the verdict, to reverse
which the plaintiffs appealed.
The Supreme Court (opinion by
Breese) decides :
" A telegraph company is a servant
of the public, and bound to act whenever
called upon, their charges being paid or
tendered. They are like common carri
ers, the law imposing upon them a duty
which they are bound to discharge. The
extent of their liability is, to transmit
correctly a message as delivered.
" When a party, desiring to send a
telegraphic dispatch, is required by the
company to write his message upon a
paper containing a condition exonerating
the company from liability for an incor
rect transmission of the message unless
it shall be repeated, and at an additional
cost therefor to the sender, such a restric
tion, even if it be regarded as a contract,
is unjust, without consideration, and void.
" Nor is such a restriction relieved of
its objectionable character by a stipulation
in the contract that the company will as
sure the accurate transmission of the
message by a special agreement, to be
made with the superintendent of the
company, the amount of risk to be speci
fied in the contract and paid at the time
of sending the message.
" It is against public policy for tele
graph companies to secure exemption
from the consequences of their own gross
negligence by contract. So, notwith
standing any special conditions which
may be contained in a contract nullifying
the liability of the former, in case of an
inaccurate transmission of the message,
the company will still be liable for mis
takes happening by their own fault, such
as defective instruments, or carelessness
or unskillfulness of the operators, but not
for mistakes by uncontrollable causes.
" The receiver of a telegraphic mes
sage is not required to telegraph back, to
ascertain the correctness of the message.
VIEW OF CLARK AND ADAMS STREETS.
The company is bound to send the mes
sage correctly in the first instance.
" If the sender of the message in this instance was compelled correctness of the principles which governed our ruling. These
to, and did, purchase nine hundred shares of the stock to re-place have caused us to examine that case and those principles, —to ex
plore anew the whole ground ; and we desire to say, and that most
that so sold by reason of the carelessness of the company in transmit
ting the message, and that of the interval between the selling of one emphatically, there is nothing in the opinion then delivered we de
thousand shares, and the re purchase of the nine hundred snares to sire to retract or modify, fully believing it is sanctioned by reason,
re-place the extra number of shares sold, that stock had advanced by law, and by justice, —alike demanded by public policy and public
18
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necessity." The judgment of the Superior Court was accordingly
confirmed.
James H. Raymond, was born at Wilbraham, Hampden Co.,
Mass., on June 6, 1850. His father, Rev. Miner Raymond, D.D.,
was for sixteen years principal of the Wesleyan Academy in that
town, the oldest educational institution under the auspices of the
Methodist Church in this country. In 1S64, Dr. Raymond settled
at Evanston, III., where he now resides, being professor of System
atic Divinity at Garrett Biblical Institute. There his son was
educated, graduating from the Northwestern University in June,
1S71. In July, 1871, he was appointed secretary of the first Hoard
of Railroad and Warehouse Commissioners of Illinois, remaining
in that position until December, 1873. In April, 1874, Mr. Ray
mond was elected secretary and treasurer of the Western Railroad
Association. After graduating from the Union College of Law,
Chicago, in 1874, he was admitted to practice before the State and
United States courts, and, in 1877, before the Supreme Court of
the United States. Having, in November, 18S3, severed his rela
tions with the railroad association, he commenced the practice of
corporation and patent law. In January, 1885, he formed a part
nership with W. G. Rainey, under the firm name of Raymond &
Rainey. Mr. Raymond was married, in October, 1873 to Mary S.,
daughter of Judge Benjamin S. Edwards, of Springfield, III.
They have five children.
Frederick Silas Baird, attorney and counselor at law, is the
son of Silas and Elizabeth W. Baird, and was born in McIIenry
County, 111., on February 17, 1852. He remained at home until
his seventeenth year, going to school and assisting on the farm,
subsequently removing to Warren, Jo Daviess County, where he
continued his studies. Becoming interested in law, he began read
ing, in 1872, in the law office of Jones ("Long Jones") & Hayes.
In the fall of the same year, he came to Chicago, and entered the
law office of Runyan, Avery, Loomis & Comstock ; at the same
time was a student in the law department of the Chicago Univer
sity, from which he graduated in 1873. Upon the organization of
the Union College of Law, he attended one year, received his
diploma as an attorney and counselor in June, 1874, and was
admitted to the Bar during the same month. He continued with
Runyan, Avery, Loomis & Comstock until 1875, when he began
active practice. From 1880 to 1882, he was associated with F. E.
Lansing, but since has been alone. Mr. Baird's parents are Ver
mont people, his father coming West, about 1850, from Chittenden,
Vt., and settling in McHenry County, where he married Elizabeth
Witt, of Woodstock. Vt. The sterling principles and traits fos
tered by the descendants of the old Puritan stock find a notable
exposition in the character of Mr. Baird. Besides his prominence
as a lawyer, he has been honored by being chosen to represent the
Ninth District in the XXXIVth General Assembly, in 1S84. He was
one of the "103" who elected General John A. Logan to the United
States Senate, and he took an active part in passing the new elec
tion law, which has proven so effective in securing the purity of
elections. Mr. Baird was married on November 9, 1876, to Miss
Hattie E. Rogers, of Warren, 111., daughter of James H. Rogers.
They have four children: Blaine C, ManleyF., Hattie S. and
Frederick R.
Simeon Straus was born at Milwaukee, Wis., on November
21, 1855. His father was Samuel Straus, a well-known Chicago
lawyer and one of its earliest settlers. Simeon commenced his
education in the public schools of Chicago ; entered Yale College
when only sixteen years of age, and was graduated from that
institution with a complete record as a bright student with excellent
prospects. At nineteen years of age he was admitted to the Bar
at New Haven, Conn. ' He was associated with his father in the
practice of law until May, 1875. He was then employed as attor
ney exclusively for the Greenebaum banks, consisting of the Ger
man National Bank, the German Savings Bank and the banking
house of Henry Greenebaum & Co.; and was so retained up to
the time of their withdrawal from business, in December, 1877.
Probably no member of the Chicago Bar, of the age of Mr. Straus,
has had intrusted to his care and management as many large and
important cases as have fallen to him since he began the practice
of the law. He has been eminently successful, and his business is
steadily increasing. He is diligent in his professional career,
and looks carefully after all matters intrusted to him. His judg
ment is well balanced, and he manages his legal business with care
and discrimination. Mr. Straus was married on February 14, 1880,
to Miss Adelaide Eisendrath, an intelligent and accomplished lady
of Chicago. They have three children,—Samuel, David and Ira E.
Charles A. Foi.som was born at Skowhegan, Somerset Co.,
Me., on February 26, 1836. He is a direct descendant of General
Nathan Folsom, a delegate to the first American Congress, who
commanded a brigade of New Hampshire troops during the Revo
lution, and distinguished himself as a captain in the battles of Fort
Edwards and Crown Point during the French and Indian War, in
1755. Mr. Folsom fitted himself for college at Lowell, Mass.,

where for a number of years he was a surveyor. Then, up to the
breaking out of the War, he was employed by Naylor & Co., steel
manufacturers. He first enlisted in the 4th Battalion Massachusetts
Infantry, and re-entered the service, with the rank of lieutenant,
and subsequently became captain, in September, 1861, having
joined the 24th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry ; was
in the battles of Roanoke Island, Newbern, Rowles Mills and
Tranter's Creek ; built the fort at Washington, D.C.; was in the
three months' siege of Forts Sumter, Gregg and Wagner, being
engaged in the assault on the rebel rifle-pits while the latter strong
hold was being invested. Captain Folsom also erected the earthworks
on Seabrook Island, made for protecting the navy while attacking
the defenses of Charleston ; engaged in the campaign of Florida;
assisted in superintending the erection of the fortifications at Ber
muda Hundred,Va.; was active in the operations before Petersburg,
Va., and was mustered out in front of Richmond, in 1865. Coming
to Chicago in 1868, he first engaged in commercial pursuits, but,
since 1875, has practiced his profession. Captain Folsom was
married, on June 29, 1871, to Sarah Sweet, daughter of Dr. Richard
Sweet, of Norton, Mass. They have two sons.
Contracts made on Sunday.—The question as to
the validity of a contract made on Sunday was pre
sented to the Supreme Court for the first time, for its
determination, in the case of Richmond vs. Moore
( 107 III. 429).
This was an action of assumpsit, brought in the
Superior Court of Cook County, and tried by Hon.
Sidney Smith. The issues were found for the plaintiff,
and his damages assessed at $566, upon which a judg
ment was rendered, from which an appeal was taken to
the Appellate Court. Here the judgment was affirmed,
and the case taken by appeal to the Supreme Court.
The suit was brought upon a contract entered into
between the parties, for the sailing of the vessel "Scotia,"
during the season of 1880, it being claimed that the
plaintiff prevented the defendant from performing his
contract.
On the trial in the Superior Court, the evidence
tended to prove that the agreement was entered into on
Sunday. The defendant asked the court to hold that
the contract was prohibited by our statute, and was
void, and that was the principal question involved in
the case.
The provision of our statute which, it is claimed,
renders this contract void, is section 261 of our Criminal
Code, and is as follows :
" Whoever disturbs the peace and good order of society by
labor (works of necessity and charity excepted), or by amusements
or diversion, on Sunday, shall be fined not exceeding $25. "
The court, by Mr. Justice Walker, said :
" The common law did not prohibit the making of such con
tracts. * * * Xhe doctrine that contracts made on Sunday are
void depends alone on statutory enactments ; and in the various
States of the Union the statutes vary, in language or substance,
and the decision of the different courts have been based on the
phraseology of their several statutes. * * * Is the making
of such a contract as that under consideration embraced in our stat
ute as labor ? Could the parties to this contract have been crimi
nally prosecuted, convicted and fined ? If they could, then the con
tract is void, as no principle is more firmly established or better
recognized than that a contract made which violates a statute is void.
If the term ' labor' necessarily embraces business of all kinds, why
were the terms ' labor ' and ' business ' used in the various statutes to
which we have referred ? It was for the obvious reason that those
who framed and adopted the statutes supposed that the word ' labor '
did not necessarily embrace ' business ' ; nor does the word ' labor '
include, as a definition, mere ' business' ; and this being the ordi
nary meaning of the word, we must accept it as the sense in which
it was used by the Legislature. * * "
" If this contract should be held to be illegal, then every
contract not shown to have been absolutely necessary or performed
for charitable purposes, would be void, and render parties to it
liable to the penalty. The marriage contract is held to be a civil
contract by our laws, and yet vast numbers of such contracts are
entered into on Sunday. It would be difficult to show such contracts
necessary, in the sense of the statute ; and shall it be held that such
contracts are void, and the parties to them guilty of living in an
open state of adultery or fornication, and liable to be criminally
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punished ; and must their children be held to be bastards ? Must a
person be criminally punished for writing a letter to a friend on
Sunday, or a barber' for shaving a customer, or a person for selling
to another a cigar, or purchasing and reading a newspaper on Sunday,
and for almost innumerable like acts ? * * * When the Legisla
ture shall prohibit labor, whether it shall disturb others or not, and
the transaction of business, or the making of contracts, on Sunday,
we will unhesitatingly carry out the legislative will ; but we can
neither add to nor detract from the statutes as they are enacted. "
Judgment affirmed.
Ions M. THACHER, member of the firm of Coburn iS: Thacher,
attorneys and counselors at law, is the son of Kev. Joseph and
Nancy A. Thacher, and was born in Barre, Vt., on July I, 1836.
Both parents were from Woodstock, Vt., and on the paternal side
he is descended from a long line of clergymen who were dis
tinguished for their religious work and talents. He was fitted for
college at Barre, and entered the University of Vermont in 1855,
graduating with honors in the class of 1S59. After his graduation,
he was engaged as instructor in the academies of Lyndon, Vt., and
Andover, Mass., until 1861, when he enlisted in Co. " I," 13th Ver
mont Volunteer Infantry, with the rank of captain, and served three
years in the War of the Rebellion. In 1864, he entered the Patent
Department, Washington, D. C, as clerk, where he continued until
1874, during which time he was advanced, by successive appoint
ments, until he occupied the position of Commissioner of the De
partment. In the meantime, he devoted much of his time to the
study of law, and in April, 1870, was admitted to the Bar at Alex
andria, Va. He took an active part in the political construction of
the State of Virginia, and was a delegate to the National Republi
can Convention in 1868, which nominated Grant and Colfax, and,
in 1S70, was a member of the State Central Committee of Virginia.
In 1873, he represented the government in the international patent
congress at Vienna, Austria. Two years later he located in Chi
cago, associating himself with L. L. Coburn, and has since been
actively engaged in practice, making a specialty of patent law.
George A. Gibus is the son of Aaron Gibbs, an early resident
of Chicago, and Catherine Gulliver. He was born in this city, and
educated in Cornell University and the University of Chicago.
Mr. Gibbs pursued both a collegiate and a law course, and after
ward studied law with Waite & Clark, of Chicago. He was ad
mitted to the Bar of New York State, and has been a practicing
attorney in this city for the past ten years. M r. Gibbs was married
in June, 1881, to a daughter of James P. Smith, an old resident and
merchant of Chicago.
Newton Calvin Wheeler is a members of the Chicago
Bar, and is a native of Illinois, but of New Kngland parentage.
His father (Dr. Calvin Wheeler), was a native of the old Granite
State, and his mother (whose maiden name was Sarah J. Hoyt)
was born in Connecticut. They afterward resided in the State of
New York, where they were married. In 1843, tney removed to
Kendall County, 111., where the former was a prominent physician,
and a highly esteemed and honored citizen up to the time of his
demise, in 1876. The mother of Newton C. still resides on the
old homestead at Bristol, 111., where he was born on August 21,
1849. He enjoyed the benefits of the public schools of his native
village, and at the age of sixteen entered Clark's Seminary, at
Aurora, to prepare for college. In the fall of 1S67, he entered
Beloit College, where he completed his preliminary course. The
fall and winter of 1868-69, ne spent in teaching near his home, and,
notwithstanding his youthfulness, was very successful and evinced
a peculiar talent in that profession. He intended to return to
Beloit and pursue his college course, but, yielding to the solicitation
of friends, he changed his purpose, and joined .the freshman class
of the University of Chicago in the fall of 1869, where he continued
his studies uninterruptedly until after the great fire. He then dis
continued them for a brief period, to take a position as tutor in
Washington University, at St. Louis, Mo. He achieved a decided
success as a teacher, but declined an invitation to continue his ser
vices at that institution at an advanced salary, in order to return to
college and finish his course. He resumed his studies at the Uni
versity in the fall of 1872, but again abandoned them temporarily,
at the urgent request of the president of the college, to take charge
of Winnetka Academy, then a branch of the University. He re
fused a permanent engagement in that capacity, and returned to
college, whence he graduated in the classical course in the year of
1873—a class noted in the annals of the University for scholarship
and oratorical ability. As a writer and speaker, Mr. Wheeler was
considered one of the first of his class ; his graduating oration re
ceived the highest encomiums of the local press. At college,
Mr. Wheeler was a bright scholar, and a diligent, earnest stu
dent ; and, although a leader in college sports, he did not subor
dinate his mental to his physical improvement. He was an
enthusiastic member of the Psi Upsilon fraternity, and in his senior
year was elected president of his class. He spent the year follow
ing his graduation at the Union College of Law, and subsequently

275

continued his legal studies in the office of Lyman & Jackson, and,
upon examination before the Supreme Court, at Ottawa, in Sep
tember, 1875, was admitted to the Bar. In May, 1876, he was
called home by the serious illness of his father, whose death
occurred in May of that year ; during the remainder of that year,
he engaged in settling up his father's estate, and, subsequently, he
spent a year travelling on business through the Central and Southern
States. When he returned, he spent spent six months assisting
H. W. Jackson, receiver of the Third National Bank of Chicago,
in settling up the business of that institution, and, in the fall of
1S78, he opened an office and began the practice of the law on his
own account. He formed a partnership, in May, 1881, with D.
W. Munn, under the firm name of Munn & Wheeler—a partner
ship that has proved very successful.
The Douglas Monument.—The Legislature of
1877 made an appropriation of $50,000 for the com
pletion of the Douglas Monument at Chicago, to be
paid out of the treasury as the work progressed. In
December, 1878, there remained undrawn of this appro
priation $8,648, and the commissioners appointed to
superintend the work reported that fact, and that it
would require a further appropriation of $9,000 to
complete the Monument. In May, 1879, the Legisla
ture appropriated the additional sum asked. On Sep
tember 30, 1879, all the first appropriation was drawn
except $4,798, and nothing from the second. After
September 30, 1879, anc^ UP to Ju'y
j88o, the com
missioners had drawn $8,450, when they checked for
$1,200, but for which the Auditor refused to draw his
warrant.
The Supreme Court (96 111.), on an application for a
mandamus against the Auditor, held, that under section
18, article 4, of the Constitution, the $4,798 balance of
the first appropriation had lapsed, and could not be
taken from the State treasury, by reason of the expira
tion of the first fiscal quarter after the adjournment of
the regular session of the General Assembly succeed
ing that at which the application was made ; and that
said provision of the Constitution is not confined to
appropriations for the ordinary and contingent expenses
of the government, but applies to all appropriations of
public money.
Luman Allen, attorney and counselor at law, was born on
"Greenwood Plantation," in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia, on
November 6, 1845. His parents, both now deceased, were Dr.
Luman and Alvernon (Greene) Allen. His father was a graduate
of Lane Seminary and Ohio Medical College, at Cincinnati ; his
mother was an accomplished, finely educated, and talented daughter
of Dr. John Greene, of Virginia. The subject of our sketch
received an elaborate classical and practical education in private
schools and academies in Virginia and Cincinnati. In 1861, when
Virginia seceded from the Union, he, with his father, abandoned
everything and came North, locating at Cincinnati. There he took
up the study of law, under the guidance of Judge Carter ; but
delicate health and too close application to his studies forced him
to suspend them for the time being, A very strong predilection,
however, for a military life, led him to enlist, in 1862, in the Army.
He joined the 2d Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and immediately left
for active service, intending to go through the War. Camp fever
and a chronic stomach disorder soon compelled him to abandon
this cherished purpose ; and he resumed his legal studies at Cincin
nati, in the offices of Judge Aaron F. Perry. In 1869, he married
Miss Julia Ellis, the beautiful and accomplished daughter of Charles
W. Ellis, a banker of Cincinnati, and shortly afterward moved to
Columbus, Ohio, when he was admitted to the Bar by the Supreme
Court of Ohio. From 1871 to October, 1875, he was engaged in
private practice, in Cleveland, as a corporation lawyer, and then
removed to Chicago, where he continued in the same capacity until
January, 18S3. Since the last named date he has been in general
practice, having a valuable clientage among a number of resident
and foreign corporations. Mr. Allen has been an extensive traveller,
and is familar with nearly every " nook and corner" of his country.
He is a hard student, an indefatigable brain-worker, and an accom
plished scholar and writer. He has long been a valued contributor
to the press, under the nom de plume of "Pea Green," and has
written several books. He is the author of the "Sage of Mentor,"
a remarkable epic poem, which has been extensively reviewed by
leading journals, and pronounced by them a proof of splendid
genius. One of its verses aptly expresses his philosophic creed :
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"Ail human law*, all mortal plans but aid
for a superstitious purpose or use. After ruling against
The Will supreme which moves the Universe,
the first objection, and reviewing the English law on
Which force may not resist, nor art evade.
So, though presumptuous man may oft rehearse
the subject of superstitious uses, and how far the stat
Such orisons as shake hii;h Heav'n—'tis vain !
utes of England have been adopted in this country, the
The plan of Nature's fix'd ; its laws remain."
John R. Parker, attorney and counselor at law, was born on judge proceeds to say :
August 12, 1847, at Grand View, Spencer Co., Ind., his parents
"The question being freed from the force of precedents, must
being Henry Nelson and Mary (Slillwell) Parker. In September, be decided upon principle. In the United States, where no dis
1853, his father removed to DeKalb County, 111., where, until John crimination is made in law between the professions of any particular
was fifteen years of age, he spent his time as a farmer's boy, work religious creed; where there is an absolutely free toleration of re
ing and obtaining such schooling as he could. After attending the ligious opinions and modes of worship,—can any such thing as a
Sycamore High School for a time, he taught a district school and superstitious use be said to exist? Who is to decide whether or not
finished his education at Clark's Seminary and Hillsdale College, a use, as connected with the religious belief of the donor, is or is
Hillsdale, Mich. He took the full course of four years at the latter not superstitious? Must it be decided according to the sectarian
institution, graduating in 1871, and in the fall of the same year be views of the chancellor ? Nor is the question here whether or no the
came principal of public schools, holding, also, the same position at doctrine of a purgatory is well or ill founded? or whether or not
Fulton during 1872. In August, 1873, he came to Chicago, pur masses for the soul are efficacious? Who can penetrate the life be
sued his law studies in the office of Wheaton, Canfield & Smith, yond and say there is no purgatory ? This property was appropriated
and in June, 1875, was admitted to the Bar, at Mount Vernon, 111. by the donor to a use according to his religious belief. That there
He associated himself with Mr. Canfield for about a year, and then is a purgatory, and that masses for the souls therein are efficacious,
opened an office alone, and has since practiced without a partner, is a part of the belief of those professing the Catholic religion. In
giving much of his attention to real-estate matters. Mr. Parker was the formulary of the faith of Pius IV., which is still that of the un
married, on September 29, 1875, to Mary J. Daniels, of Kendall- changeable Church, and which persons becoming members are ex
ville, Ind. They have two children, —-Irving and Russell.
pected to give their adhesion to, I find the following :
John M. H. Burgett, member of the law firm of Smith &
" ' I profess, likewise, that in the mass there is offered to God
Burgett, was born at Hartland, Vt., on April 28, 1850. His a true, proper and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead.
parents, Daniel A. and Adeline Burgett, came to Illinois in 1854,
" ' I firmly hold that there is a purgatory, and that the souls
locating near Lewistown. where they still reside. Here John therein detained are helped by the suffrages of the faithful.'
received his education, graduating from the high school in 1S68,
" This being the donor's belief, why should not his desires be
and from the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, in 1872, with carried out? It has become a maxim of the law that a man may do
the degree of Ph.B. After studying law with R. B. Stevenson, what he will with his own. The only limitations are that he does
of Lewistown, he was admitted to practice before the State Supreme not violate the law in so doing, nor devote his property to an im
Court, at Mount Vernon, III., in June, 1875. Mr. Burgett came moral purpose. A person may gratify any whim or caprice, relig
to Chicago during the following September, and, in April, 1877, ious or irreligious, that he may desire. The Legislature has not
formed his partnership with Abner Smith. He was admitted to declared such a disposition of this property illegal. Neither the Leg
practice before the United States Supreme Court in 1883, at which islature
nor the Court has the power to declare that any religious use
time he was engaged in the case of Drury vs. Hayden, on appeal is a superstitious
use. With us there is a legal equality of all sects,
taken from the United States Circuit Court for the Northern Dis —all are equally orthodox.
To discriminate, and say what shall be
trict of Illinois, and was also attorney for defendant Drury before a pious use and what a superstitious
would be to infringe upon
the appeal, and had the gratification of seeing the decision of the the constitutional guarantee of perfectuse,freedom
and equality of all
Circuit Court reversed by the higher tribunal, Justice Gray deliver religions.
ing the opinion, with directions to dismiss complainant's bill for
right of a person to devote his property to any purpose
want of equity. The case, which obtained considerable notice, is which" The
he believes to be a religious purpose, is just as necessary to
reporte 1 in m U.S. Rep.
religious liberty guaranteed by the Constitution, as is the right
Frederick William Packard is one of the most prominent the
to believe and worship according to the dictates of one's own con
and promising of the younger members of the Chicago Bar. No science.
The wish of the donor must be followed, and the funds
lawyer of his years enjoys a better reputation. He is very popular appropriated
to the procuring of masses to be said in accordance
with his professional brethren as well as with all who know him. with his instructions.
'
He has taken a very high position for the length of time he has
Thomas A. Banning was born on January 16, 1851. in McDonbeen at the Bar. He is always courteous and gentlemanly, is
ough County, III., and studied law in Brownlield, Mo., and this
endowed with the faculty of legal analysis, has an excellent educa
tion, and is well read in general literature as well as in the law. city. In September, 1S75, he was admitted to the Bar, and, after
When he appears in court it is apparent that he is carefully prepared acting as assistant corporation counsel for a year and a half, under
on all of the points of his case, and his style of presentation is Judge T. Lyle Dickey, he associated himself with his brother.
clear, forcible, and entertaining. I le was born at Orange, Franklin The firm was first brought into prominent notice by their pro
Co., Mass., on November 5, 1850; prepared for college at Willis- nounced success in certain litigations involving the patents of var
ton Seminary, F^ast Hampton, Mass., one of the famous schools of ious agricultural machinery, and in a number of cases favorable to
New England, and graduated at Amherst College in 1872 ; entered the brewers. Mr. Banning lives at Hyde Park, where he takes an
the law office of King, Scott & Payson, as a student in the fall active part in all local public affairs, being especially prominent in
of 1872, and was admitted to the Illinois Bar in January, 1875; his opposition to the proposed division of the town. He was mar
and has ever since been actively engaged in law practice in the ried, in 1875, to Sarah J. Hubbard. They have three children.
Edwin Fletcher Adbott, of the firm of Abbott & Johnson,
State and Federal Courts. Several years since, after the dissolution
counselors at law, is the son of Dr. Nathan W. and Sarah Y. Ab
of the firm of King, Scott & Payson, Mr. Packard became a part
ner with Mr. King, under the firm name of King & Packard, which bott, and was born at Janesville, Wis., on May 4, 1851. During
firm still continues. He was married, on July 25, 1877, at Amherst, his infancy his parents moved to Dixon, 111., where he remained
Mass., to Stella C. Williams, a most worthy lady. They have one until 1869. After attending the Dixon public schools, he entered
the Stale University at Champaign, in 1867, where he continued
daughter, —Fanny.
two years. In the fall of 1S71, he entered the law department of
Masses for the Soul.—The following opinion of the Michigan University, at Ann Arbor, from which he graduated,
Judge Tuley of the Circuit Court, in the case of Kehoe with honors, in the class of 1873, in the meantime spending his va
cations in the office of Sleeper & Whiton of this city. The year
vs. Kehoe, attracted wide attention, and was exten
following his graduation, he spent in completing his studies in the
sively copied in legal and other newspapers. On ac
same office, and subsequently began active practice. In 1883, he
count of its novelty and the interest taken in the subject- associated
himself with Cratty & Johnson, as a member of the firm
matter, its main points are here given
of Cratty, Abbott & Johnson, from which Mr. Cratty retired in
John W. Kehoe, a few weeks prior to his decease, 1884, since which time the firm has remained Abbott & Johnson.
Mr. Abbott is recognized by the profession as an energetic, pains
made a deed to complainant of certain personal prop
taking and clear-headed lawyer, and, through his unvarying success,
erty, upon oral directions or trusts, which were in has
secured a lucrative practice in all of the courts. Mr. Abbott
substance that the funds should be devoted to the pur was married on September 30, 1885, to Miss Nellie Howe, daughter
pose of procuring masses to be said for the soul of the of J. L. Howe, of Chicago.
Jacob Newman was born on November 12, 1852, and removed
said John W. and for the soul of his mother, also
his father's family, in 1858, to Butler County, Ohio. At the age
deceased. The defendants, his legal representatives, with
of
ten
years, he removed to Noblesville, Ind. In 1867, he went to
contended that the trust was void because it was not Washington,
Penn., and later in that year he came to Chicago. He
wholly in writing; and because the funds were given graduated at the University of Chicago in 1873. He read law in
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the office of Hon. James R. Doolittle, and was admitted to the Bar
in 1875 He at once entered into partnership with Judge Graham,
and began a successful career. Judge Graham removed, in 1877, to
a western city, leaving Mr. Newman with a good clientage, which
he was able to retain and increase. He practiced alone until 1881,
when he entered into partnership with AUolph Moses, under the firm
name of Moses & Newman. The business has steadily increased
until it is one of the most profitable in the city. Mr. Newman is of
Jewish faith, and is connected with several of its educational and
charitable societies, and in that, as in everything to which he gives
his attention, he is energetic and active, ever ready to do his part
with a cheerful heart and a willing hand. In politics he is an ardent
republican.
Jesse Billings Barton, of the law firm of Barton & Hoch,
was born at Demorestville, Ontario, in 1850. His father, Samuel
E. Barton, descended from a staunch old Puritan family of Massa
chusetts, and his mother, Philana Billings, from the well known
family of Vermont and New Hampshire. In 1873, Jesse graduated
from Albert College, Belleville, Ontario, and immediately removed
to Chicago and began the study of law with Ewing & Leonard. He
was admitted to the Bar in January, 1876, and entered the office of
Corporation Counsel Elliott Anthony. He afterward became
assistant corporation counsel, which position he held until Carter
Harrison was elected mayor, in 1879. Mr. Barton then commenced
the practice of his profession in a private capacity, being associated
for a short time with E. L. Chamberlain. In May, 1884, he formed
a partnership with James J. Hoch. Mr. Barton's practice has been
general, he having acted for a few years past as attorney of the
South Park Commission. He was married, in 1879, to Miss Ella
Wilcox, of Jefferson County, N. Y., who died during the same
year. In February, 1885, he married Mrs. J. F. Bonfield, under
whose husband he had formerly served as assistant corporation
counsel. Mrs. Barton is a daughter of Jesse B. Thomas, at one
time judge of the State Supreme Court; her grandfather on her
mother's side was Theophilus Smith, also a judge on the Supreme
Bench.
The Wilson Homicide.—The mysterious murder
of Mr. and Mrs. James L. Wilson occurred in Winnetka, in this county, on February 13, 1884. The
tragedy was not discovered until about ten o'clock in
the morning, when a young woman named Emma
Dwyer called at the residence for the purpose of keep
ing Mrs. Wilson company during the day, as had been
her custom on Wednesdays, which day Mr. Wilson
usually spent in the city. Finding the kitchen door, at
which she usually entered, locked, and the blinds down,
and concluding that one or both of the aged couple was
sick, she pried open a window and let herself in. Pass
ing into the sitting-room, she beheld through the dim
light the body of Mr. Wilson lying on the floor, behind
the stove. Thinking the old man had fainted, she hast
ily called in a neighbor. On raising the window-blind
they saw that Mr Wilson was lying in a pool of blood,
dead. Two other neighbors being called in, they pro
ceeded up-stairs in search of the wife, and found her
lying half naked on her bed, her head pounded into a
jelly and the pillow and bedclothes literally soaked with
blood.
The village was soon aroused, and at a meeting of
the citizens the popular indignation at the enormity of
the crime which had been committed in their midst was
expressed in offering a reward of $1,000 for the arrest
and conviction of the murderer. Mr. Wilson was an
old citizen, and had been president of the village board
for the past three years. He was a brother of the late
Judge John M. Wilson, of Chicago, and, with his wife, had
been highly respected. He came to Chicago in 1848.
The hour of the crime was not known, neither was
there the slightest clue to its perpetrator. Detectives
and others were soon actively engaged however, in
search of evidence which might lead to his discovery.
Their efforts resulted in the indictment, in April, of
Neil McKeague. He was put upon his trial for the
murder on May 5, 1884, before Judge Anthony. The
Criminal Court room was thronged daily with an audi
ence which closely watched every development as the
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trial progressed. The State had to rely wholly upon cir
cumstantial evidence; and although all the facts known
were ably presented and sifted by the State's attorney,
the jury was not able to find sufficient evidence to con
vict. Their verd ict, accordingly, after a two weeks' trial,
was " not guilty."
Up to the present time no new facts or circum
stances have been discovered. It is one of the murders
which remains enshrouded in mystery.
Curtis H. Remy, of the firm of Flower, Remy & Gregory,
was born near Hope, Bartholomew Co., Ind., on April 29, 1852.
His father, Allison C. Remy, is one of the most prominent citizens
of Marion County, Ind., and commenced his son's education by
sending him to Nazareth Hall School, Penn., when the boy was
fourteen years of age. In 1870, he graduated from Transylvania
College, Lexington, Ky., and the next year from its law depart
ment. In 1 872, he pursued a legal course at the law depart
ment of the Northwestern University, Indianapolis, Ind., and
immediately commenced to read law with Judge Byron K. El
liott, now of the Supreme Court of Indiana, and afterward with
General Thomas M. Browne, then United States District Attor
ney and now a member of Congress. Mr. Remy practiced law in
Indianapolis from 1872 to 1876, when he removed to Chicago, and
in the fall of 1879, associated himself with Judge J. C. Chumasero.
In May, 18S2, he became a member of the present firm. Mr.
Remy was married in October, 1875, to Fanny Wheeler. They
have one child.
Henry S. Robbins was born at East Stoughton, Mass. on Feb
ruary 5,1853, and isalineal descendant of Colonel Oliver M. Spencer,
a Revolutionary soldier in General Washington's army. His grand
mother's brother was Chancellor Halstead, of New Jersey; and
Judge A. M. Spencer, of Cincinnati, is his great-uncle—all being
in the maternal line. Mr. Robbins, who was named after Henry
Spencer, formerly mayor of Cincinnati, and a brother of Judge
Spencer, is the son of John V. and Anastasia (Ford) Robbins. He
was educated at a boarding school preparatory to entering Yale
College, which he left during his junior year, and attended law school
at Madison, Wis., where he was admitted-to the Bar. He then
went to New York City, and practiced law two years. In 1876, he
came to Chicago, and entered into a partnership with Hempstead
Washburne, doing a flourishing business. In 1883, Hon. Lyman
Trumbull became a member of the firm, which assumed its present
style, Trumbull, Washburne & Robbins. Mr. Robbins was mar
ried, on December 12, 1883, to Miss Fanny F. Johnson, daughter of
II. Morris Johnson, of this city, formerly of Cincinnati.
OWEN F. Ai.dis, of the firm of Paddock & Aldis, was born at
St. Albans, Vt., on June 6, 1853. He comes of a legal family,
both his father and grandfather having been honored by positions
on the Supreme Court Bench of that State. Mr. Aldis spent six
years of his life abroad, studying as he travelled, and at the age of
eighteen years entered Yale College, graduating therefrom in 1874.
He then studied law in the Columbian Law School, Washington,
D. C; was admitted to the Chicago Bar in 1876, and immediately
entered practice. In 1880, he formed a partnership with A. F.
Hatch, under the firm name of Hatch & Aldis. This connection
being severed in the spring of 1883, he became associated with
George L. Paddock, his present partner.
Edward Fisk Gorton, of the firm of Conger & Gorton,
attorneys and counselors at law, is the son of Anson and Ellen F.
Gorton, and was born at Ashtabula, Ohio, on May 6, 1854. His
mother dying at that time, he was reared by his grandfather, at
Rochester, N. Y., where he attended the public schools and gradu
ated from Wilson's private school. In 1871, he went to Columbus,
Ohio, where he remained until the spring of 1883, when he came
to this city and entered the law office of E. A. Small as student
and clerk. Subsequently, he entered the Union College of Law,
and graduated, with honors, in the class of June, 1S76, and was at
once admitted to the Bar. During the same year, he formed a co
partnership with W. P. Conger, his present associate, and since
has been engaged in active practice. He is recognized by the
legal fraternity and among a numerous clientage as an able and
successful advocate and counselor. Possessing natural talents, so
highly requisite in the legal profession, he has, by assiduous study
and delving, acquired the thorough knowledge which constitutes a
first-class practitioner, and his position at the Bar is an enviable
one. Mr. Gorton was married on June 19, 1879, to Miss Fannie
Louise Whitney, of Chicago.
Perry H. Smith, Jr., was born at Appleton, Wis., on May
10, 1854, and came to Chicago, with his father's family, when five
years of age. Pursuing his primary studies in Racine College until
his twelfth year, he visited the Paris Exposition and travelled through
out France and Germany, returning to this country in 1S67. At
Charlier Institute, in New York City, he continued his studies, and
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then took a European trip of two years. Entering the sophomore
class of Hamilton College in 1871, he graduated in 1874. Mr.
Smith spent another year abroad, and, in 1875, entered the Columbia
College Law School, from which he graduated in 1876, with the
degree of LL.B. He was admitted to practice in the Supreme
Court of the State of New York, when he returned to Chicago and
entered the office of John N. Jewett. In l8"q, he formed a part
nership with Francis H. Kales, and after the latter's decease, in 1 882,

became connected with Samuel P. McConnell. During the Han
cock campaign, in 1884, he was the democratic candidate for Con
gress in the Third Illinois District, and, although defeated, carried
the city precincts by one thousand majority. Mr. Smith was mar
ried at Baltimore, Md., on June 18. 1 3 78, to Emma L., the daughter
of William S. McCormick. They have had three children : Perry
H., who died on September 13, 18S1 ; Ruby McCormick and Perry
Herbert.
The Election Conspiracy Case of 1884.—This
celebrated case occupied not only the public mind of
Chicago, but also that of the State and Nation, from
November, 1884, until March, 1885. And being as yet
undetermined, in some of its legal aspects, it still holds
a place of absorbing interest in political circles. No
trial involving so many questions of interest and im
portance to the public generally, and which in its pro
gress developed so many sensational features, ever
occurred in this State.
The defendants in the case were Joseph C. Mackin,
secretary of the Democratic State Central Committee,
William J. Gallagher, a judge of election, and Arthur
Gleason and Henry Biehl, deputy clerks of the county
clerk of this county. The facts which led up to, and
resulted in, the information upon which the abovenamed parties were put upon trial in the United States
District Court were as follows:
The presidential election occurred on Tuesday, No
vember 4, 1884. At first, it was claimed by the repub
licans that they had carried the Legislature of this State
by five or six majority; but it was soon discovered that
the complete and corrected returns left that body a
political tie —that is, the democrats had one majority
in the House and the republicans one majority in the
Senate. The election, therefore, of a United States
Senator, to succeed General Logan, whose term had
expired, would be impossible, if each member voted ac
cording to his political complexion, unless some change
should be made.
Under the law of this State, it is made the duty of
the county clerk, together with two justices of the
peace to be selected by him, to canvass the returns of
the election for members of the Legislature and other
public officers, and certify the result to the Secretary of
State, as a basis for the issuing of a commission to the
officer entitled thereto. The performance of this duty
by County Clerk M. W. Ryan, and Justices Scully and
Kersten, who had been called in to assist him, began
November 11. A State senator was chosen at this elec
tion from the Sixth District, which included the second
election district of the Eighteenth Ward of Chicago.
The candidates were Henry W. Leman, republican,
and Rudolph Brand, democrat. When the vote of this
district was counted on the night of the election, it ap
peared that Leman had received four hundred and
twenty votes, and Brand two hundred and seventy-four
votes, which, with the returns from the other precincts

of the district, elected Leman by two hundred and fortyfour majority. The canvassing board, in the course of
their labors, reached this election district on November
18. Upon opening the envelope containing the returns
therefrom, it was found, to the surprise and astonish
ment of those who were watching the canvass, that the
certificate appeared to have been changed. The word
"four" in the sentence "Henry W. Leman had four
hundred and twenty votes for State Senator," as it was
originally written, had been erased, and the word "two"
had been written in its place. And the word "two"
opposite the name of Rudolph Brand, as originally writ
ten, had been erased, and the word "four" written in its
place, making his vote to appear to be four hundred and
seventy-four instead of two hundred and seventy-four.
A forgery had evidently been committed by some one,
and the question immediately arose whether or not the
Board was authorized to go behind the returns as thus
presented to them, and to ascertain their correctness by
examining the ballots. Upon application of those inter
ested, arguments were heard on this question, and the
Board decided that they had no power to do so. The
returns, as they had been changed, and as they came
before the Board, elected Mr. Brand by a majority of
ten. And this, as the result of the election in the Sixth
Senatorial District, was certified to the Secretary of
State.
If a high crime had been committed, the result to be
accomplished was no less high. The giving of Mr.
Brand a seat in the Senate instead of Mr. Leman gave
the democratic party control of the XXXIVth General
Assembly, and the election of a democratic United
States Senator in the place of General Logan was
assured. A change of senators from Illinois would go
far towards changing the complexion of the United
States Senate for the succeeding two years. To effect
these momentous results,—to capture a State Legisla
ture and the Senate of the United States, had there been
a conspiracy to manipulate the returns of the election ?
That was the question which took full possession of the
minds of good citizens of all parties.
It so happened that the United States Grand Jury
was in session at that time in the Government Building.
Witnesses were subpoenaed, and an examination into the
alleged fraud was entered upon at once. It was deter
mined to inspect the ballots of the second precinct,
where the change had been made ; but as there was
some question in regard to their legal right to do so,
the opinion of Judge Blodgett was invoked by the Dis
trict Attorney. Upon his decision, a subpoena was
issued, requiring the county clerk to produce the pollbook, tally-sheet, and ballots of said precinct, for the
inspection of the grand jury. This writ was served at
2:05 o'clock on the 21st. The clerk doubted the right
of the grand jury to demand these papers. He appeared
before that body without them, and asked for time to
consult an attorney. District Attorney Tuthill insisted
upon the immediate production of the returns and bal
lots. The county clerk left the building, and had not
returned when the grand jury adjourned. He and his
associate canvassers were notified that they must appear
with the required documents by ten o'clock on the 22d.
They appeared, as requested, before the jury on the
2 2d, and testified, but not with the ballots or returns.
An attachment was asked for. Mr. Ryan stated that
he had been advised by counsel that the grand jury had
no authority to compel him to produce the poll-book
and ballots, and that he would not do so except upon an
order of the United States District Court. It was on
this day that the canvassing board unanimously decided
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to return the vote to the Secretary of State as it appeared
on the face of the poll-book and tally-sheet.
On the opening of the court on Monday morning,
Mr. Ryan, by his attorney, Mr. Green, appeared before
it to answer why he had not obeyed the subpcena of the
grand jury. Authorities were cited, tending to show
that the original papers called for should not be pro
duced. The judge, however, made an order, that unless
the clerk should produce the required documents within
one hour, the court would hold him for contempt. The
attorney departed to inform Mr. Ryan, who was not
present, of the order just issued ; but in a short time,
A. C. Storey, of counsel, returned just as the court was
about to adjourn, and entered a formal protest against
the grand jury being allowed to examine the ballots
cast in the precinct in question. He read authorities to
substantiate his position. The judge thereupon stated
that he would order the foreman of the jury not
to open the ballots until the court gave him an order to
do so. At two o'clock, the clerk appeared before the
grand jury with the poll-book and tally-sheet. They
were then examined, but Mr. Gleason, the deputy, was
instructed not to leave the papers with the grand jury,
as they requested, but to bring them away with him,
which he did.
At 11:20 on the 24th, the court issued a further
order, that Mr. Ryan appear before it within one hour
with the tally-sheet and poll-book. The court was
asked, by Mr. Green, if the order covered the ballots.
Judge Blodgett replied, " If the jury want them, the
order covers the ballots. " The papers were, accord
ingly, again brought before the grand jury, where they
remained.
On the morning of the 25th, after a further hearing
of the matter, the court overruled the objections to the
production of the ballots, and they were thereupon pro
duced before the grand jury.
The fact revealed by an examination of the ballots
was another surprise. It had been supposed that they
would show that " pasters " had been used, making the
numbers correspond with the erasures on the certificate ;
but instead of this, ballots, with the name of Mr. Brand
printed on them, were found to the number of four
hundred and ninety-eight, while only one hundred and
eighty-nine tickets appeared having on them the name
of Mr. Leman. But the investigation still continued.
In addition to the county clerk and his deputies, John
B. Jeffery, who had printed the republican ticket, was
interrogated. According to his testimony, the tickets
with Brand's name printed on them, to the number of
over two hundred, were counterfeits of the genuine
republican ticket. Many leading citizens who had
voted for Leman, but who according to the tickets
found in the ballot-box had voted for Brand, were ex
amined and testified to that fact. New developments
were made each succeeding day of the investigation.
By Monday, December 1, sufficient evidence had been
advanced to justify the belief that spurious republican
tickets, with Brand's name on them in the place of
Leman's, had been printed in the city on November
21. The engraver of the counterfeit head and the
printer were both found.
The inquiry before the grand jury resulted, on
December 11, in the finding of an indictment against
the judges and clerks of the precinct in question, for
malfeasance in office ; and also in an indictment against
Mackin, Biehl and Gleason, for a conspiracy to change
the returns.
In the meantime, it was believed by the District
Attorney that the man who really did the "fine work "
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of changing the certificate of election, and of making
out the forged tally-sheet, had not yet been discovered.
At length the persistence of his efforts in that direc
tion was rewarded. A comparison by experts of the
handwriting of the substituted tally-sheet with that of
William J. Gallagher, seemed to show conclusively that
they were the same. The grand jury had now ad
journed, but such, in the opinion of the District Attorney,
was the urgency of the case, that he determined to
commence the prosecution at once. This he did on
December 31, by filing in the District Court of the
United States an information against Joseph C. Mackin,
William J. Gallagher, Arthur Gleason and Henry Biehl.
The charge was for unlawfully conspiring together to
break open the envelope containing the election-returns
of the second district of the Eighteenth Ward, to re
move therefrom the returns, to alter the certificate of
election, to destroy one of the tally-sheets and substitute
therefor a false and spurious one, to break open and
abstract therefrom the package containing the ballots
cast at said election, and to substitute therefor, in the
same form, spurious printed papers.
The defendants were arrested, and the trial begun be
fore Judge Blodgett on February 5, 1885, and continued
until the 21st. The court-room, having a seating capa
city of only about one hundred, was filled at every
session by interested spectators. Every inch of space
was occupied, while hundreds stood in the corridor
outside the door, vainly trying to obtain admission.
Assisting Hon. Richard S. Tuthill in the prosecution
were Israel N. Stiles, General Hawley and Judge James
R. Doolittle. The attorneys for the defense were Judge
Turpie, of Indianapolis, Leonard Swett, H. W. Thomp
son, F. D. Turner, Peter S. Grosscup and William S.
Young, Jr.
The theory of the prosecution was, that the erasures
in and change of the certificate and the substitution
of the forged tally-sheet were accomplished, with the
connivance of the deputy clerk or clerks, by some one
or more persons, prior to their being opened by the
canvassing board on November 18, and that the spuri
ous ballots were ordered and procured by defendant
Mackin on November 21, and placed in the ballotbox, in lieu of the same number of genuine ballots taken
therefrom on the same night.
The examination of the people's witnesses was con
cluded on the 13th. All the defendants testified in
their own behalf, denying the charge against them.
After the examination of several witnesses for the
defense, on the 14th G. B. Titman testified that he
had rented his printing-press and materials, on State
Street, to one J. J. Sullivan, to be used on Mon
day evening before the election, and that on the
next morning he found on the floor of his printingoffice the lower half of the republican ticket. The
next witness called for the defense was J. J. Sullivan.
He testified that he had engaged Titman's press to print
a split-ticket, the day before the election, for a man
named Gilmore. One of the Brand tickets alleged to
have been spurious being shown him, he identified it as
the one printed by him. On cross-examination, he
stated that he did not know Gilmore, but had met him
in a saloon on Clark Street occasionally, and that he
received twenty dollars from him for printing the tickets.
Charles E. Gilmore then took the stand, and testi
fied that he had been employed at the democratic head
quarters during the late campaign, at a compensation
of three dollars a day. A few days before the election
he was told to see if he could not get an impression of
the republican ticket. He was somewhat acquainted
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with the office of John B. Jeffery, and bargained with
a young man employed there, for twenty dollars, to ob
tain a stereotype of the republican ticket, with Rudolph
Brand's name inserted in place of H. W. I.eman's for
State Senator in the Sixth District. He received the
stereotype block from the young man the next day.
He had met Sullivan, and knew he was a printer. He
employed him to do the printing of the tickets the day
before the election, agreeing to pay him twenty dollars
therefor. He got the tickets from Sullivan, at Titman's office, between three and four o'clock on the
morning of the election.
Edward N. Simons then testified that he was clerk at
the democratic headquarters. He had told Gilmore that
he would make it all right with him if he would get a
cast of the republican ticket with Brand's name on it.
This was on Saturday, November i. On Monday
night, Gilmore brought the tickets to headquarters.
He had made them up in packages, and delivered them
in the fifth and sixth precincts of the Eighteenth Ward.
The tendency of the foregoing testimony was in the
direction of giving a satisfactory explanation of the ap
pearance of the so-called spurious tickets, an important
branch of the investigation, so far at least as the de
fendant Mackin was concerned. Mackin then took the
stand, and gave his version of the defense. But in the
meanwhile there was that in the evidence, as well as in
the appearance and manner, of the witnesses Sullivan
and Gilmore which aroused the suspicion that they had
not sworn to the truth. Their conduct was narrowly
watched. Sufficient evidence was soon obtained to
justify their arrest, together with that of Titman and
O'Brien.
The next scene in this exciting drama was the im
prisonment and confession of Sullivan. On Tuesday,
the 17th, he again appeared in court, and, taking the
stand, testified that he had nothing to do with the
printing of the tickets, as he had previously sworn to ;
that he had never seen Gilmore until during the trial ;
that O'Brien had introduced him to Mackin at the Palmer
House ; that Mackin had there given him a ticket,
which he, Sullivan, swore he had printed at Titman's
on the night of the 3d—the same ticket which he had
produced when he gave his testimony ; that Mackin
gave him two dollars; that, after testifying on the 14th,
he again met Mackin at the Palmer House, who had
told him that his evidence had been given "all right,"
gave him two dollars more, and assured him that he
would get him a place in the Government printingoffice at Washington.
O'Brien was arrested on the 17th, and admitted that
he had introduced Sullivan to Mackin at the Palmer
House, as he had stated.
Titman also again testified on the 17th. Being con
fronted with J. J. Sullivan, he said that he was not the
man he had rented his office to on the night of Novem
ber 3d. The ticket which he had alleged to have been
printed in his office at that time was given to him by
Mackin. The evidence tending to show that perjury
had been committed by witnesses for the defense was
complete. But the trial went on ; the evidence being
all in, the addresses to the jury began on the 1 8th.
These occupied nearly three days, and were concluded
on Saturday, the 21st. Then followed the charge of
Judge Blodgett. The jury, at 4:30 p. m., came into
court. Their verdict was that defendants Mackin,
Gallagher and Gleason were guilty.
A motion for a new trial having been overruled,
Mackin and Gallagher were sentenced to be imprisoned

in the penitentiary for a term of two years, and each to
pay a fine of five thousand dollars.
The cause was then removed to the Circuit Court,
before Judge Gresham. The sentence of Gleason was
suspended. On March 24, Judge Gresham decided that
the defendants were entitled to have their cause reviewed
by the Circuit Court. The defendants having been
admitted to bail, the hearing was had before Judges
Harlan and Gresham in May, when a divided opin
ion was certified to the Supreme Court of the United
States.
Trial of Mackin for Perjury.— The next event
to be noticed in connection with the election frauds of
1884 is the trial of Joseph C. Mackin, for perjury, before
Judge Moran, in the Criminal Court of Cook County.
He was defended in this case by Emery A. Storrs. The
prosecution was conducted by State's Attorney J. S.
Grinnell, Israel N. Stiles and Joel M. Longenecker.
In the course of the investigations of the State grand
jury, W. H. Wright and S. B. Wright had testified (as
they had previously in the conspiracy trial; that on
November 21, 1884, they had been employed by Mackin
to print the alleged spurious republican tickets, with the
name of Brand upon them as a candidate for the State
Senate in the place of Leman, and delivered the said
tickets to Mackin, at the Palmer House, on the same
night. Mackin, being called as a witness before the
grand jury, denied that he had employed the Wrights to
print said tickets, as they had testified to. For this he
was indicted.
The trial was a brief one, only lasting two days. On
July 1, the jury brought in a verdict of guilty. A mo
tion for a new trial was overruled, but sentence was
stayed to give the defendant an opportunity to apply for
a writ of error. This was issued, and the cause argued
in the Supreme Court, at Ottawa, in September.
It was while he was engaged in this case, in attend
ance upon the Supreme Court at Ottawa, that the death
of Emery A. Storrs occurred.
The Supreme Court filed their opinion on November
17. They reviewed the case at great length, and de
cided not to disturb the verdict and judgment of the
court below. Mr. Mackin is, therefore, at this time
serving out his sentence in the penitentiary at Joliet.
William Ernkst Mason, son of Lewis and Nancy (Winslow)
Mason, was born at Franklinville, Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., on July
7, 1850. His father, who died in Iowa, in 1865, was a merchant,
a man of marked character, and a strong abolitionist. His mother
also died in Iowa in 1875. Mr. Mason came West with his father's
family in 185S, and settled at Bentonsport, Van Buren Co., Iowa.
When thirteen years old, he entered liirmington College, in Van
Buren County, where he remained two years, and, during the suc
ceeding two years taught school in the winter, and subsequently
taught for two years at Pes Moines, Iowa, where he began his lawstudies, in 1870, under Hon. Thomas F. Withrow. When that
gentleman became general solicitor of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railroad, in 1871, Mr. Mason removed with him to Chicago,
remaining in his office another year. For the five years following,
he was in the office of John N. Jewett, where he completed his
studies and perfected himself in practice. In 1877, he formed a
partnership with M. R. M. Wallace, which firm continued until
Judge Wallace was appointed prosecuting attorney. Mr. Mason
is a republican, an active politician, and an efficient worker in the
ranks of his party. He was a member of the State Legislature in
1879, a"d. in November, 1882, was elected a State Senator from
the new Ninth Senatorial District. He was chairman of the com
mittee on warehouses in the XXXIIId Genera! Assembly, and was
chairman of the Committee on Judiciary in the XXXIVth General
Assembly, serving, in addition, as a member of the committees on
judicial department, corporations, insurance, military affairs, and
miscellany. He married, in 1S73, Miss Julia Edith White, daugh
ter of George White, a wholesale merchant of Des Moines, Iowa.
They have five children, — Lewis F., Ethel Winslow, Ruth White,
Winifred Sprague, and William Ernest, Jr.
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John Foster Rhodes was born at Brownsville, Penn., on
September 14, 1850. He is a son of Rev. D. Rhodes, of the Ohio
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. lie received his
education chiefly at St. Mary's Academy, Dayton, Ohio. In 1S67,
he went to Cincinnati, where he engaged with Andrews, Bissell &
Co., bankers. In 1873, he came to Chicago, where he was em
ployed by the Hibernian Banking Association for several years.
During the period of his bank service he occupied his spare hours
in the study of the law. Later, he read systematically with E. A.
Small, and, entering the law department of the University of Chi
cago, was graduated and admitted to the Bar in 1877. Up to early
in 18S4, he practiced in this city. He then became interested in
building operations in Chicago. The first building with which
he had to do was the Commercial Bank. He was next associated
with VV. K. Nixon in the Northwestern Safe and Trust Company,
and erected the Insurance Exchange Building, one of the largest
office-buildings in the city. In the fall of 1884, he became inter
ested, with others, in the Traders' Safe and Trust Company's Build
ing, opposite the new Board of Trade. He has now completed the
formation of a syndicate, in connection with Mr. \V. K. Nixon, to
erect the largest office-building in the world, adjoining and connect
ing with the Board of Trade. In each of these enterprises he has
been an officer and director of the several companies and also an
active member of their building committees. Mr. Rhodes is the
treasurer of the Globe Electric Light and Power Company. In
1881 he organized the Dearborn Savings, Loan and Building Asso
ciation, and has since been its secretary and manager, making it
one of the most successful institutions of its kind in the country.
The position that Mr. Rhodes holds has been gained by his ever
persistent industry and integrity, as since he was twelve years of
age he has been dependent upon his individual sagacity and enter
prise. He was married, in Chicago, to Miss Margaret W. Patterson,
the daughter of one of the early residents. They have two children
— Margaret Elizabeth and Joseph Poster. He is a member of
Lakeside Lodge, No. 739, A.F. & A.M.; of Corinthian Chapter,
No, 69, K.A.M.; and is a charter member of Chevalier Bayard
Commandery, No. 52, K.T.
Hiram H. Cody is a man whom office and honors have per
sistently sought regardless of party lines, and possesses conspicuous
abilities, which merit confidence and admiration. He was born in
Oneida County. N. Y., in 1824. His ancestors were among the
pioneer settlers, and his grandfather was a soldier of the Revolu
tion. He was early designed for the law, and educated with this
object in view. In 1843, he removed with his father's family to
Kendall County, III., and settled a year later, at Bloomingdale,
Dul'age Co. Four years afterward, he was chosen clerk of the
Commissioners' Court of that county. He then removed to
Naperville, and upon the adoption of the Constitution of 1848,
was nominated by acclamation, and elected the first county clerk of
his county, making his whole service as clerk six years. Mean
while, having been admitted to the Bar, he declined re-nomination,
and devoted himself to his profession. Although a democrat in
politics, he was indebted to his party vote for no other office. At
the breaking out of the Rebellion, he was an ardent Union man,
and his energy and eloquent appeals contributed very largely to
the brilliant war record of DuPage County. In 1861, in a conven
tion embracing all parties, he was nominated for county judge, and
elected by an almost unanimous vote. In 1869, he was chosen dele
gate to the Constitutional Convention by a majority of nearly two
hundred, though his opponent was one of the most popular repub
licans in a county where the democratic majority was exceedingly
small. In this body he was chairman of the important committee
on revision and adjustment, making his report at the hour of final
adjournment—a promptitude which secured his committee the onlv
unanimous vote of thanks given during the session. Judge S.
Wilcox, of the Fourth Judicial Circuit, then composed of Kane!
DuPage and Kendall counties, resigned his office in 1874, and
Judge Cody was elected his successor, by the largest majority ever
given in the circuit, three towns in his own county polling for him
all but fourteen out of ten hundred and twenty-one ballots. In 1S77,
three republican counties were united with the Fourth, to make the
• Twelfth Judicial Circuit, and in the contest which followed, Judge
Cody was not elected, though he reduced his opponent's majority
from twelve thousand to about two thousand votes. He then be
came a member of the firm of Gary, Cody & Gary, doing business
in this city, though retaining his residence in Naperville. Since
then he has been nominated for State Senator, and twice for Con
gress, regardless of his protest and continued refusal to accept
office, because of his professional engagements and the interests con
fided to his care. He was a careful, deliberate and correct judge,
and over eighty per cent, of his appealed decisions have been
affirmed by the higher courts. He is an effective advocate ; is sin
cere, earnest and eloquent ; and performs every duty with the
single desire of reaching absolute justice in the particular case be
fore him. As a matter of correlative interest, it may be remarked,

281

that Judge Cody wrote the wills of John Baptiste Beaubien, David
McKce and Joseph Naper.
liARRV RUBENS was born at Vienna, Austria, on July 7, 1850.
At the age of fifteen he entered the Vienna Polytechnic School, re
maining until the breaking out of the Austro- Prussian War in ]8t>6;
when, as one of the Students' Legion, he entered the army, and
participated in several important battles. At the conclusion of the
war, he returned to his school, from which he graduated, in 1867.
During the same year he emigrated to America, where he engaged
in journalistic work, principally on German papers. In St. Louis
he was employed on the Westliche Post: and subsequently, in 1 871,
with Joseph Keppler, the artist, he founded and started, in the
same city, the celebrated comic pictorial Puck, now published in
New York. During the same year he became private secretary to
Hon. Carl Schurz, then United States Senator, and removed to
Washington. In the winter of 1872, he was assistant secretary of

the Missouri State Senate. He came to Chicago in the spring of
1873, and was local editor of the Freie Presse, subsequently being
connected with the Times and the Evening Mail. After reading law
with Edmund Jussen, he was admitted to the Illinois Bar, at Mount
Vernon, on June 8, 1877, and commenced practice with Henry
Hiestand, under the firm name of Rubens & Hiestand. Mr. Hiestand withdrew in 1882, and Mr. Rubens formed a partnership with
John McGaffey, which continued until the present firm of Barnum,
Rubens & Ames was organized on December I, 1884, Judge William
H. Barnum resigning his seat on the Circuit Bench in November,
1884, to become a member of the firm. Mr. Rubens was appointed
by the mayor, in 1879, a member of the board of directors of the
Chicago Public Library, and, in 1882, he was elected president of
the board. He was for several years attorney for the Liquor Deal
ers' State and National Associations, and has been president of the
Germania Society (1883) and of the West Side Turnverein. He is
now attorney for the Board of Education.
J. Blackburn Jones, a prominent and well-known lawyer,
was born on September 7, 1842, and came to Northern Illinois,
with his father's family, in 1846. He was a student at Rock River
Seminary, and afterward attended the Northwestern University and
the Chicago Law School. When Fort Sumter was fired upon, al
though then in the senior year of the law school, he raised a com
pany in l.ake County which was credited to the First Congressional
District, and on April 23, 1861, was mustered in as captain of Co.
" I," 15th Illinois Infantry. The regiment was mustered into the
United States' service on May 13, 1S61, and as a part of the Army
of the Tennessee, participated in all the battles of the Southwest. He
was in a number of the prominent battles of the War, was several
times seriously wounded, and was promoted, through the grades of
lieutenant-colonel and colonel, to the rank of brigadier-general.
With one exception he was the youngest general in the army. At
the capture of Fort Blakely, one of the defenses of Mobile, on April
9, 1865, he was very severely wounded. After he had partially re
covered, he was, in August, 1865, assigned to the Department of
West Louisiana; but his wounds becoming very troublesome, he
was sent North for medical treatment, and on October 19, 1865, he
resigned his commission in the Army, and began the practice of law
in Randolph County, in Southern Illinois, subsequently removing
to St. Louis, where he became a partner of ex-Governor Thomas
C. Fletcher. From 1866 to 1877, General Jones was employed in
almost every important criminal case in Southern Illinois, and in
many in Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee, and was conspicuous
in the railroad litigation of those years, being for eight years attor
ney of the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad Company. In
1867 he founded the Sparta Plaindealer, which became at once one
of the most influential papers of the State. In 1877, he formed a
co-partnership with Hon. Henry T. Steele, and removed to Chicago.
That partnership ended in four years, but the two partners still oc
cupy jointly the same offices. General Jones is now the attorney
of a number of corporations, has a large and desirable clientage both
in this country and Europe, is the Western representative of a prom
inent New York bank, and is an authority upon all questions affect
ing loans, commercial law and contracts. He is solicitor of an
important railway company, and is largely interested in the develop
ment of Southern enterprises. General Jones was in Chicago be
fore the city had a population of thirty thousand and before it had
a single railroad. lie is well informed, quick and energetic, pre
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ferring always to arbitrate and compromise, but, when compromise
fails, a bitter and determined tighter, General Jones has been an
extensive traveller, having visited all of the civilized and many of
the uncivilized countries on the globe, and has many friends all over
the world.
Edson J. HARKNESS, of Jenkins & Harkness, was born in
Ontario, Wayne Co., N. Y., on August 31, 1843, the son of South
ward and Harriet (Foote) Harkness. Having just completed his
preparation for college, in 1862, he enlisted as a private in the 138th
New York Volunteer Infantry, which regiment was afterward trans
ferred into the artillery branch and known as the gth New York
Heavy Artillery. Remaining with that command a year, he was
commissioned captain in the 6th U. S. Colored Troops, Colonel
John W. Ames. He accompanied General Butler's James River
expedition in 1864, and was with him in 1864-65. He participated
in the Fort Fisher expedition, and was afterward with General
Terry in the capture of that stronghold and of Fort Wilmington,
going on to Goldsboro', N. C. At the close of the War, Captain
Harkness was mustered out of the service at Wilmington, N. C,
He settled in Chicago in 1868, entered the special assessment de
partment of the Hoard of Public Works, and, in 1873, was placed
in charge of the preparation of all condemnation cases. In Janu
ary, 1877, he was admitted to the Illinois Bar, and, until Novem
ber, 1883, was in charge of this species of litigation in court, under
the corporation counsel. In 1883, Mr. Harkness formed his pres
ent partnership with Robert li. Jenkins. He was married in Janu
ary, 1870, to Marianna Hates, of Rochester, N. Y.
George C. Bueli. was born at Burlington, Iowa, on July 22,
1853. He is a son of John T. Buell, who located at Burlington in
1839 and won distinction as a noted politician. Mr. Buell com
menced his education in the common schools of Burlington, and
afterward attended I'eekskill Military Academy, on the Hudson
River, and Knox College, Galesburg, 111. He studied law with
Douglas Harvey, at Galesburg, and attended a course of lectures
at Albany, N. Y. In 1877, he was admitted to the Bar before the
Supreme Court, at Ottawa, and immediately commenced to prac
tice in Chicago. During the past five years he has made a specialty
of corporation law, and represented the citizens who opposed the
construction of the Chicago & Evanston Road. He was presented
with a handsome gold watch by his clients in this case, as a token
of appreciation of His services in their behalf. His active opposi
tion to the Chicago & Lake Calumet Road, and his efforts toward
repealing the municipal ordinances giving the right-of-way to
elevated roads, have brought him prominently before the public,
both as a lawyer and an orator. M r. Buell is a member of the execu
tive committee of the Citizens' League, and has accomplished much
in the cause of political reform. He was married, on September
30, iSSo, to Miss Kittie Dexter Clark, daughter of W. J. Davis, of
Chicago. They have one son, Dexter C.
Benjamin F. Richolson was born on January 30, 1854, at
Leland, LaSalle Co., 111. He is the son of Lars R. and Hellen
L. (Johnson) Richolson, both of Norwegian birth. His father was
an extensive farmer and stock-raiser, and settled in Illinois in 1840.
His mother is still living on the old homestead. Mr. Richolson
received his education in the village schools and in the seminary at
Aurora, III., graduating in 1873. He entered the law-office of
Richolson & Snow, at Ottawa, III., and was admitted to the Bar in
1876. In the fall of the following year he settled in Chicago.
After practicing for a short time alone, he entered the law-office of
Tuley, Stiles & Lewis. In 1S79, he opened an office for himself in
the Major Block, where he is still located. He is universally liked
and respected by the Scandinavian people of Chicago and vicinity.
He is a republican and quite prominent in politics. In 18S3, he
was chosen by the Citizens' Committee as their candidate for the
office of city attorney, and a few days after was nominated for that
office by the Republican Convention, but the ticket (which was sub
sequently known as the "Citizens' Union Ticket") was defeated.
Mr. Richolson was married on October 15, 1879, to Miss Ella
Daley, then of Chicago, but formerly from Leland, III., a talented
and accomplished lady. They have one child, Edna Lucille.
Assessments against Eleemosynary Institu
tions.—On the ground of being legally exempt, the
Baptist University, on the South Side, and like institu
tions, have refused to pay for their share of street
improvements made around and adjacent to their build
ings and grounds. Upon a thorough examination of
thisquestion of liability, the Corporation Counsel became
satisfied that these exemptions were unconstitutional,
and, as a test-case upon which to try the question, se
lected the Baptist Theological Union, which has in its
charter the clearest and most emphatic exemption, not
only from taxation but from all special assessments also.

The case was taken to the Supreme Court. The posi
tion taken by the city was that the Legislature had no
power to exempt these institutions from paying their
share of the cost of public improvements ; that it might
exempt them from taxation, as that was a burden on the
property, but not from assessments which enhance the
value of their property. This view has been sustained
by the Supreme Court, in a decision filed in the case in
October last, in which it is held that the charter-pro
vision on this subject is unconstitutional and void.
The decision is a far-reaching one, affecting a large
number of cases. A number of improvements, hereto
fore deemed impossible on account of these exemptions,
were ordered to be made.
William A. Paulsen was born in this city on May 26, 1854,
and is the son of Martin and Augusta (Edson) Paulsen. His
father is one of the early settlers of this city : and his grandfather,
Robert Edson, was a soldier in the War of 1812, and took part in
the battle of Lundy's Lane. Mr. Paulsen received his preparatory
education in Lake Forest University, and subsequently entered
Racine College, Wis., from which he graduated, at the head of his
class, in 1876, receiving the first prize for excellence in Greek com
position. He attended the Chicago College of Law, and acquitted
himself so well that when he graduated in 1878, he received a prize
of $50 for the best Greek. He was then admitted to practice at
the Illinois Bar. He continued his legal studies in the office of
Hon. Elliott Anthony, and was for two years attorney for the
National Line Steamship Company, during which period he trav
elled all over the world, visiting the principal cities and towns in
Europe and Asia, and many other important points and historic
localities in other quarters of the globe. Upon his return to this
city, he entered into partnership with Eugene Clifford and Charles
E. Anthony, and their practice has since become remarkable for its
extent and prosperity as well as for the distinction, social and com
mercial, of the clients. This success is, with justice, attributable in
a great measure to Mr. Paulsen's legal ability and the comprehen
sive knowledge of the ordinary points involved in a suit at common
law as well as in the more erudite branches of the profession. In
the preparation of his briefs, or in his addresses before the Bar,
Mr. Paulsen is noticeable for clear and logical reasoning ; and the
deductions which he draws from the stated premises have, in a num
ber of cases, been of convincing effect before both court and jury,
lie was married June 21, 1884, to Miss Carrie H. Brown, a native
of Utica, N. Y., a lady as distinguished for her social qualities as is
Mr. Paulsen in his profession.
Walter Mattocks, son of Rev. John Mattocks, of St. Paul,
Minn., and Frances Helen (Haywood) Mattocks, was born at
Keeseville, N. Y., on June 21, 1856. He was educated at St. Paul,
and, in April, 1872, removed to Chicago. He was admitted to the
Bar in April, 1878, and is a member of the present law firm of
John & Walter Mattocks.
William Herbert Johnson, of the firm of Abbott & John
son, attorneys and counselors at law, is a prominent member of the
Chicago Bar. He is a son of Gilbert D. and Nancy Jane Johnson,
and was born at Lawton, Mich., on October 31, 1856. He re
mained at home until his nineteenth year, during which time he at
tended the public schools and graduated from the high school,
when he entered the office of Edwards & Sherwood, a leading legal
firm of Kalamazoo, Mich. (Mr. Sherwood is now a member of the
Michigan Supreme Bench), with whom he read three years, and
was admitted to the Bar in September, 1878. In the latter part of
the same year he came to this city, and, until March, 1881, re
mained in the office of E. F. Abbott, when he engaged with the
firm of Tenney, Flower & Cratty. In May, 1S83, he became a
member of the firm of Cratty, Abbott & Johnson, and upon the re
tirement of Mr. Cratty, in 1884, formed his present association with
Mr. Abbott. Mr. Johnson is known to the profession as a man of
integrity and a capable lawyer. His specialty is commercial law.
Sexton vs. The City.—A case involving a differ
ence of $36,000 was decided at the September term of
the Supreme Court, which has been in controversy since
1879. Sexton sued the city on a contract for the iron
work of the new City Hall, —the question being whether
or not the city had a right to declare said contract for
feited. The Supreme Court, on the first hearing, de
cided that it had not, and that he was entitled to recover
for the work done by him; under which decision Sex
ton was entitled to recover §126,000, being $23,000
more than the original contract. A rehearing was re
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fused. When the case came up for hearing the second
time, before Judge Smith, the latter, under the rulings
of the Supreme Court, felt obliged to render a judg
ment in favor of the plaintiff for $56,000, being the
amount before found due, less what the city had paid
him. The city claimed that only $20,000 were due
the plaintiff. The case was thereon appealed by the city
to the Appellate Court, which affirmed the judgment of
the Superior Court. The city then took the case to the

Supreme Court. Upon the cause coming before the
Supreme Court for the second time, it was decided that
the city was only bound to pay the plaintiff what it ad
mitted on the trial to be due him. By which decision
there is saved to the city upwards of $36,000.
John D. Gill was born at Antwerp, Jefferson Co., N. V., on
February 23, 1851, and is the son of James and Sarah (Beaman)
Gill, He was ambitious to improve himself, and early acquired
proficiency in the common branches and commenced to teach. He
then obtained a season of schooling at Ives Seminary, now Black
Kiver Conference Seminary, in his native town, and, in 1S6S, com
pleted his course there. In 1871, he came to Illinois, entering the
Illinois Industrial University, at Champaign. There he taught
and engaged in manual labor, in order to pay his way. He was
obliged to absent himself from the University a year, but finally
graduated in 1876. He first studied law with George W. Gere, of
Champaign, and then attended the Cincinnati Law School, from
which he graduated in 1879. At once coming to Chicago, he com
menced practice, although previous to his admission to the Bar, he
had acquired considerable business at Champaign. Mr. Gill has
obtained a good reputation among the younger members of the Bar
for his industry, the thoroughness with which he prepares his cases,
and the clearness of his arguments in court. In May, 1885, Mr.
(Jill was appointed attorney for Chandler & Co.. the mortgagebankers, but still continues his general practice of law.
John Gibbons was born in the County Donegal, Ireland, in
March, 1848, being the youngest child of John and Cecelia (Carr)
Gibbons. His father, though a farmer of limited means, took
great pride in the education of his children, but as he died in 1851,
and as educational advantages were few in that part of the country,
John was compelled to work on the farm until he was about
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seventeen years of age. His brother, Hon. Patrick Gibbons, now of
Keokuk, Iowa, enabled him to commence his scholastic training at
a private academy in Londonderry, which was resumed, on coming
to America in 1866, at Broad-street Academy, Philadelphia, and
afterward pursued at Notre Dame University, in Indiana, which
latter institution in 1877 made him, by honorary degree, a Master of
Arts. He returned to Philadelphia in 1868, and entered the law
office of William H. Martin, to work for his board. There he re
mained until January, 1870. In March, 1870, he was admitted to
the Bar at Keokuk, Iowa. His career in Iowa is best told by Hon.
S. M. Clark, of The Gate City, in his sketches of the Keokuk Bar,
published in 1879:
" Every hour that he has been a lawyer he has
been a student; he has been at once practitioner and
pupil. The fact deserves recognition as the method
deserves praise. Seeing his capacity and his promise,
his new legal friends at Keokuk, with that cspril de corps
which makes the law the most magnanimous and ad
mirable of professions, solicited and obtained for him,
shortly after his coming to Keokuk, the appointment of
assistant prosecuting attorney. He held the place until
he resigned it, nearly five years later. From 1873 to
1S76, he was also city attorney, kept in the place by the
vote of both republicans and democrats. Some of the
most noticeable and distinguishing work Mr. Gibbons
ever did was in this capacity. The city was a debtor at
once compromising and defendant. Many nice and
intricate points under the law of contract and debt,
complicated by intruding elements of Federal law.
were involved in or arose under these city cases, taxing
alike the ingenuity of counsel and the research of
courts. Many of these points, at once practical and
obscure, refined but germane, were enlightened by the
originality, developed by the industry, and made cogent
by the capacity of Mr. Gibbons. Elected to the Leg
islature in 1876, as a member of the most brilliant and
probably the best delegation Lee County ever had in
the General Assembly, he was put at a disadvantage at
the outset by being, if not the youngest, the least
known, and so at the start did not fare so well as his
associates in the assignments to committee work. But
the test of the work of a session showed the qualities
of the man. Before the Legislature adjourned he was
conceded to be the highest authority in the house upon
questions of constitutional law. The nourishment
then giveh his influence by his ability, secured for him
a year later the nomination of his party for the attor
ney-generalship of the State. Successful as a prac
titioner, it would yet seem a fair presumption that
Mr. Gibbons's highest qualities and capabilities are
judicial. That if he had opportunity he would win
his highest possible distinction and do his best work
as a judge."
While a member of the Legislature of Iowa, his
proposed amendment to the State Constitution, shortly after Gen
eral Grant delivered his famous speech at Des Moines with referrence to the Catholics and the public schools, brought him promi
nently before the country—being himself a Catholic. It is here
given:
" That no public funds, moneys, or revenues whatever, shall
ever be appropriated or used in the establishment, support, or main
tenance of any school, seminary, college, or institution of learning
or charity, unless the same shall have been established by the laws
of the State of Iowa and under its control; nor shall any institution
established, supported and maintained at the public expense, be
under the control of any religious denomination, nor shall sectarian
ism, atheism, or infidelity be even taught therein."
It was defeated principally upon the ground that the latter por
tion of it might bar out the Bible from the public schools. While
pursuing the practice of the law Mr. Gibbons was for some years
professor of Medical Jurisprudence in the Keokuk Medical College,
and was also editor and part owner of the Keokuk Constitution.
In the field of journalism he did some effective work during the
Tilden campaign. He is independent in politics and thoroughly
American in sentiment. In 1S79, he removed to Chicago, where he
has built up a good practice. F'or a man who received so few early
advantages, his career has been somewhat remarkable.
Henry A. Foster, of the firm of Sears & Foster, was born
at Winona, Minn., on January 12, 1858. He is a grandson of
Henry A. Foster, of Rome, N. Y., formerly a judge of the Court
of Appeals of that State. Mr. Foster received his education in
the University of Toronto, leaving that institution in 1876 and
coming to Chicago. He was for a time in the county treasurer's
office, but was admitted to the Bar in 1879, stu lying in the office
of Gardner & Schuyler While Mr. Foster has a general practice
he gives special attention to probate matters.
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Validity of a Gaming Statute — This was an
action on a case sued in the Superior Court, founded
upon section 132 of the Criminal Code, brought for the
use of Mary Larned vs. F. Tiernan, to recover treble
the sum of $2,000, which it was alleged one E. P.
Larned lost and paid to the defendant by playing cards.
The defendant demurred to the plaintiff's declaration,
and, in support thereof, insisted that this section of the
revised Criminal Code is unconstitutional and void,
because the subject-matter thereof is not expressed in
the title of the Act of which it forms a part. Judge
Smith, presiding, sustained the demurrer.
The cause was taken to the Supreme Court, where
the ruling of the Superior Court was reversed. The
court decided that said section is not in contravention
of the Constitutional provision referred to, and say :
" This Constitutional provision has always received a liberal
construction, and the courts hold, substantially, that there may be
included in an Act any means which are reasonably adapted to
secure the object indicated by the title.
" For the purpose of suppressing and punishing crime, the
Legislature may constitutionally provide punishments other than by
indictment, a public prosecution, and fine on conviction. It may,
in addition, provide for a civil action in favor of the party injured,
or give a penal action at the suit of any one who will prosecute for
the same, in which the guilty party may be subjected to fine, penalty,
forfeiture, or damages."
Edgar A. Fellows was born, in 1847, at New Orleans, La ,
and is the son of Thomas and Celeste (I'avina) Fellows. His father
passed his early manhood in New York State but removed to New
Orleans in 1S25, where he spent the remainder of his years as a
prominent banker until his death-in 1868. At the commencement
of the War, Mr. Fellows was a member of the Beauregard Cadets,
afterward called the Home Guards. The Guards encamped at
Carrollton, about six miles from the city, and upon the present site
of the Exposition. He served as first sergeant of his company.
When General Hutler captured the city he was paroled, and was
exchanged in September, 1862. After the War he was in business
for about seven years, being at one time a commission merchant.
While a resident of New Orleans, Mr. Fellows took a deep interest
and a leading part in social and literary matters, and was connected
with many of its prominent societies, among others, the Shakespere Club, the histrionic talent of whose members are of no mean
order. In religious belief Mr. Fellows is an Episcopalian. He
came to Chicago in 1S74, and studied law in the office of his brother,
Eugene J. Fellows, being admitted to the Bar in 1880. Mr. Fel
lows was entered into a co-partnership with his brother, which con
tinued until the latter was elected to the XLIIId General Assembly
in 1883. Since then he has been engaged in general practice alone.
Mr. Fellows has figured rather prominently in politics, coming out
during the Presidential campaign of 1884. He was made chair
man of the Third Ward Democratic Club, which position he now
holds. As a lawyer he is very pugnacious, as well as tenacious,
never giving up until he finds himself thoroughly defeated, when he
submits with a good grace.
William Harrie Shirland was born at Troy, N. Y., on
July 4, 1851. Before reaching his majority he had received an
academic education, travelled extensively in North and South
America, and located in California, where he became connected
with the United States mint, and commenced to read law with
General Oscar Hugh I.aGrange, of San Francisco, formerly a
prominent cavalry officer of Wisconsin. After his transfer to
Washington he was in government employment, and subsequently
took a course in civil engineering at Kensselaer Polytechnic Insti
tute, at Troy, N. Y. There, resuming his law studies with Martin
I. Townsend, United States District Attorney, he was admitted to
the Bar of New York in 1874 and to the Supreme Court of the
United States in 1878. Mr. Shirland removed to Chicago in 18S0,
was briefly associated with Emery A. Storrs, and in 1882 formed a
partnership with W. C. Asay. Since the dissolution of the latter
firm, in December, 1883, he has been alone and engaged in a
general practice of the law.
Granville Williams Browning, attorney and counselor at
law, is the son of George T. and Elizabeth (McClung) Browning,
and was born at Indianapolis. Ind., on March 14, 1856. His
parents removed to St. Paul, Minn., in 1866-67, where he attended
the public schools, proving a bright and intelligent pupil and mak
ing remarkable progress in his studies, subsequently preparing for
college under private tutors. At the age of eighteen years he
entered the Michigan University, taking the regular course, and
graduated, with honors, in the class of 1877. During the year of

his graduation he came to this city, and, having determined on law
as a profession, he began reading in the office of William H. King,
and was admitted to practice in 1880. After his admission to the
Bar, he continued his studies in the office of Judge Moore, and was
connected with him in practice until April, 1885. Since the death
of Judge Moore he has been alone, and continues general business.
Mr. Browning, although one of the younger members of the Bar,
has been unusually successful in practice, and has not only won the
excellent opinion of the Bench and Bar as an able lawyer, but has
secured an abundant and lucrative patronage. With a naturally
gifted legal mind, he has, by assiduous application to study, become
learned in law; a profound thinker, he is a safe counselor, and, with
fine oratorical powers, is a most convincing advocate.
Power of the Legislature to Exempt Prop
erty from Taxation.—This question arose in the
case of the People, ex rel. H. B. Miller, vs. The North
western University, on appeal from a judgment rendered
by the County Court against certain lands and town
lots in Cook County for delinquent taxes.
The appellant claimed that the property was exempt
under the provisions of an amendment to its charter
(1855), in these words : " That all property, of whatever
kind or description, belonging to or owned by said cor
poration, shall be forever free from taxation for any and
all purposes."
The lands and town lots, the taxation of which was
in controversy, were leased to different parties on leases
for a longer or shorter time, and none of them were
used or occupied for buildings or other direct applian
ces for education. The Supreme Court decided
" That it was not competent for the General Assembly, under
tbe Constitution of 1848, to exempt from taxation property owned
by educational, religious, or charitable corporations, which was not
itself used directly in aid of the purposes for which the corporations
were created, but which was held for profit merely, although the
profits were to be devoted to the proper purposes of the corpora
tion." (80 111. 333.)
Another case, involving the same question, against
the same corporation, for the taxes of 1875, amounting
to $6,644, was also appealed to the Supreme Court (86
III.), when that body, arriving at the same conclusion,
said: "We see no reason for departing from the views
there expressed," — referring to the former case.
The first case above referred to was taken to the Su
preme Court of the United States on a writ of error,
and was pending there when the second case above
mentioned was before our Supreme Court. The Su
preme Court of the United States (9th Otto) held, that
the statute of Illinois of 1872, conforming taxation to
the Constitution of 1870, impaired the obligation of the
contract of exemption of the statute of 1855.
" That the lots, lands, and other property"of the University, the
annual profits of which, by way of rent or otherwise, are devoted to
the purposes of the institution, as a school, could, within the mean
ing of the Constitution of 184S, be exempted by the statute from
taxation, and that the exempting power of the I-egislature was not
limited to real-estate occupied or in immediate use by the Univer
sity." Cause remanded.
Lawrence M. Ennis, eldest son of James and Mary A.
(Sexton) Ennis, was born in Chicago, on November 3, 1859. He
was educated in the grammar and high schools of the city, to which
was added instruction in the languages under private tutors. He

then entered the office of his father as a law student, where he
remained until his father s death, on November 9, 1880, when Mr.
Ennis had barely attained his majority. He immediately formed a
co-partnership with F. W. Walker, but a few years his senior, under
the firm name of Ennis & Walker, and the firm immediately took
charge of the large practice which the father had left, much of it being
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among Germans, whose language Mr. Ennis speaks with fluency.
At the time of his father's death he had not yet been admitted to
practice. On November 16, 1880, he made his application and was
examined before the Appellate Court, where the judges, in consid
eration of the urgent necessity for his immediate admission, granted
him permission to practice until the convening of the Supreme
Court, January 12, 1SS1, at which time he was formally admitted as
a member of the Illinois Bar. Mr. Ennis was successful in retain
ing the large practice of his father, although at that time the youngest
attorney with an established practice in the State. During his first
year of practice he tried over one hundred jury cases, and several
in the Supreme and Appellate courts, in which his success dispelled
the doubts which his youth was calculated to inspire. Mr Ennis is
an ardent democrat ; he commenced his active political work before
he was of age, and was one of the organizers of the Iroquois Club. In
June, 1S80, under the auspices of the Democratic State Committee,
he commenced a canvass of the State and made sixty-seven speeches
for Hancock and English, and Trumbull, gaining the sobriquet of
" the boy orator of Chicago." In religion he is a Catholic, in which
faith he was born and educated. Mr. Ennis was married, October
2. 1884, to Elizabeth G. Quinlan, of Woodstock, daughter of one
of the oldest and most highly respected settlers of McIIenry County.
Since an early age, Mr. Ennis has taken great interest in literary
work, and is a contributor to numerous magazines and periodicals.
So interested has he been in the advancement of literature that each
year he presents a gold medal to the North Division High School for
its best essayist. He resides at Rogers Park.
Francis Theodore Colby, attorney and counselor at law, is
the son of Andrew J. and Mary Colby, and was born in Chicago on
September 27, t86o. His father is a descendant of a prominent
New Hampshire family, and is one of the oldest settlers of Chicago
now living, having been here since 1850. Francis T. received his
early education in the public schools, and in 1377 entered the North
western University, at Evanston, taking a special course. Upon
finishing his studies, he read law in the office of D. Harry Hammer,
and entered the Union Law College, from which he graduated, with
honors, in the class of 1S80, and was immediately admitted to the
Bar. He is known to the profession as a highly successful realty
and probate lawyer, and recognized as an able advocate and coun
selor. Mr. Colby was married on November 27, 1SS2, to Miss Rose
L. Sullivan, of Chicago. They have had two children,—Francis
Everett, who died November 6, 1883, and Beatrice, who is still
living.
Lysander Hill, of the law firm of Hill & Dixon, was born
at Union, Lincoln Co., Me., on July 4, 1834, and is the son of fsaac
Hill. His ancestors were among the oldest Puritan families of
of Massachusetts. After attending Warren Academy he entered
Bowdoin College, graduating in 1858, and studied with A. P.
Gould, at Thomaston, Me., until he was admitted to the Bar in
i860. The partnership which he formed in that town with J. P.
Cilley, under the firm name of Cilley & Hill, continued until 1862,
when he entered the Army and served as captain of the 20th Maine
Infantry for about one year. He was then discharged on account
of physical disability, and, settling at Alexandria, Va., he entered
into partnership with George Tucker, which continued until 1807.
In 1870, he associated himself with E. A. Ellsworth, and, the same
year, he removed to Washington. Their practice was largely in
patenls. Hill & Ellsworth dissolved in 1878, and Judge Hill con
tinued alone until in May, 1881, when he formed a partnership
with T. S. E. Dixon, of Chicago, under the firm name of Hill &
Dixon. Judge Hill has held several important positions, being
register in bankruptcy of the Eighth Judicial District of Virginia
from 1867 to 1869. when he was appointed judge of that district, to
fill an unexpired term, which office he held until 1870. He was
chairman of the Republican State Central Committee of Virginia
two years, and a delegate to the National Union Convention at
Philadelphia, in 1866, and to the National Convention which nomi
nated Grant in 1868. Judge Hill was married, in February, 1864,
to Adelaide R. Cole, of Roxbury, Mass. They have three children.
Disbarment of an Attorney. — An information
was filed in the Supreme Court, by three members of
the Chicago Bar, in 1875, against Alphonso Goodrich,
charging that he had been guilty of improper conduct,
in causing false and fraudulent advertisements to be
inserted in the newspapers, inviting divorce business.
The following are specimens of said advertisements.
They were published anonymously, but admitted in the
defendant's answer.
"Divorces legally obtained, without publicity and at small
expense. Address P. O. Box 1037. The owner has obtained 577
divorces during the last seven years."
" Divorces legally obtained for incompatibility. Residence
innecessary. Fee after decree. Address P. O. Box 1037."
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The court held :
" The Supreme Court, having power to grant a license to prac
tice law, has an inherent right to see that the license is not abused.
"A license is granted on the implied understanding that the
party receiving it shall, in all things, demean himself in a proper
manner, and abstain from such practices as can not fail to bring dis
credit upon himself and the courts.
" When an attorney publishes advertisements without any sig
nature, representing that he can procure divorces for causes not
known to the law, and without any publicity, and without reference
to the residence of the parties, and, by such advertisements, solicits
business of that character by communication through a particular
post-office box by its number, such conduct is a libel on the courts
and a disgrace to the attorney, and is calculated to bring reproach
upon the profession."
The court concluded by saying :
"We are satisfied that the defendant has disgraced the pro
fession of the law and his position as one of its ministers, and that
he ought to be, and he is from this time forth, disbarred. His
name will be stricken from the roll of attorneys of this court."
In the case of the People, etc., vs. Samuel Appleton
(105 111.), the court decided :
"Although the general rule is, that an attorney-at-law will
not be disbarred for misconduct not in his professional capacity,
but as an individual, there are cases forming an exception, where
his misconduct, in his private capacity, may be of so gross a char
acter as to require his disbarment.''
The rule was discharged in this case.
John Lu Taylor was born at Carbondalc, Luzerne Co.,
Penn., on August 24, 1884. He is of Irish parentage, being a
descendant of George Taylor, an old patriot of the Revolution.
Until he was about twelve years of age, he lived about the mines of
Luzerne County, when he went, with Dr. H. M. Freas, to Milledgeville, Carroll Co., 111. In the summer of 1660, he removed to
Jones County, Iowa, and there enlisted as a private in Co. " L,"
2d Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, entering the service August 24, 1861.
He was wounded and captured at Rienzi, Miss., on August 26, 1862,
but escaped the following night. He was also severely wounded in a
cavalry charge near West Point, Miss. In April, 1864, he was de
tailed from the regiment to the headquarters of the Sixteenth Army
Corps, General S. A. Hurlbut commanding, and stationed at Mem
phis, Tenn.; afterward he was with General C. C. Washburn, com
manding the district of West Tennessee; and was mustered out of
service October 3, 1S64, at Davenport, Iosva, after having served
for three years and three months. Mr. Taylor participated in
nearly all the battles and skirmishes in which his regiment was en
gaged, numbering some twenty or thirty, among which were New
Madrid, Island No. 10, the cavalry charge at Farmington, battle
of Booneville (which made Sheridan his first star), and at Rienzi,
and Iuka, Miss. He rode on the battle-line as orderly for General
Rosecrans at the battle of Corinth, on October 4, 1862, and was an
eye-witness to the charge of Colonel Rogers, of Texas, on Fort Robinette. He was in the raid from Memphis, Tenn., to West Point,
Miss., in February, 1864, and was wounded on February 22, near
West Point. He was in Memphis when F'orrest made his raid into
that city in August, 1864, and fought a squad of Forrest's men at
corner of Union and Main streets, and again, on the retreat, at the
7th Wisconsin Battery camp, capturing one of the enemy. He de
clined promotion as a commissioned officer in two different colored
regiments. He ended his military career as captain of Co. "A,"
Dakota Mounted Rifles, a frontier organization. Early in the fall
of 1865, he commenced the study of law, which he continued irreg
ularly for several years. lie was admitted to the Bar, in Febru
ary, 1874, at Vermillion, Dak., where he had lived for five years.
He became prominent in politics in Dakota, being prosecuting
attorney of Clay County and deputy United States marshal. He
was chairman of the Republican Central Committee which, in 1880,
organized the republican party of the southern Black Hills region.
In September, 1881, he removed to Chicago. In August, 1882, he
was appointed an examiner of claims in the pension office at Wash
ington, resigning about one year later, and then made a specialty
of prosecuting claims in all the Departments and before Congress.
Of late, Captain Taylor has taken a leading part in the Grand Army
of the Republic, having been for the past year a commander of
Godfrey Weitzel Post, No. 425. In August, 1S65, he was married
to Belle C, daughter of George C. Searle, of Chillicothe, Ohio.
William S. Elliott, Jr., was born on May 1, 1849, at Niles,
Mich., and is the son of William S. and Caroline (Morse) Elliott,
the latter a native of Maine, and daughter of Daniel Morse, who
went to Ohio in an early day, where the daughter was educated in
the same school attended by President Garfield. Mr. Elliott is a
lineal descendant of John Eliot, the renowned Indian apostle.
When he was three years of age his mother died, and he went to
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Ohio anil lived with his grandfather, Daniel Morse, who then
resided on the Western Reserve, where he remained five years.
I lis father having married Arthaline Howell, an old school-mate of
his mother. William accompanied his father's family toQuincy, III.,
in 1857, where he resided twelve years, attending the public schools
of that city, and receiving a scientific and classical course at the
academy of Soule & Hyatt, famous for its educational advantages,
during the War. He always stood at the head of his classes, and
took high rank as a debater and orator. He spent four years in
the Merchants' and Farmers' National Bank, at Quincy, under
President Lorenzo Hull, obtaining an excellent training in financial
matters. On March 4, 1869, he came to Chicago, and engaged in
the insurance business, in which he continued until June 1, 1879.
He then began the study of the law in the office of Emery A.
Storrs, being admitted to the Bar by the Appellate Court of the first
district of Illinois, in October, 1 881 , and was one of five standing
equally well at the head of a class of thirty-three applicants. He
immediately began practice in the office of Mr. Storrs, doing a
prosperous business up to August 1, 18S3, when he entered into a
partnership with that gentleman. Among the cases in which Mr.
Elliott's ability has shone conspicuously may be mentioned that of
Matthew II. Escott, an insolvent debtor who had been imprisoned
over two years under the insolvent debtors' act. It was generally
held that he was hopelessly imprisoned for life; but Mr. Elliott
took his case and persevered until he discovered technical defects
in the proceedings by which he had been committed, which resulted
in the release of Mr. Escott. On October 14, 1S71, while the ruins
of the great city were still smoking, Mr. Elliott was married to
Miss Alinda Caroline Harris, formerly of Janesville, Wis. To many
a young man, such a disaster to the city would have caused a post
ponement of his wedding day ; but Mr. Elliott never allows his
plans to be interrupted even by the elements. When he came
to Chicago he united with the First Congregational Church, Rev.
E. P. Goodwin, pastor, his wife being a valued member of the same
church. He has been a prominent member of the Apollo Mu
sical Club of Chicago, being on its board of management two years,
and to his efforts during the earlier years of its existence is due very
much of its present success. He is a republican, and has been
intimately identified with all the campaigns of that party since
the nomination of President Garfield in 1880. He was a promi
nent candidate for the office of State's attorney before the Cook
County Republican Convention in the fall of 1884. He is a mem
ber of the Young Commercial Republican Club of Chicago, of the
Young Republican Club of Chicago, of the Cook County Central
Republican Club, of the Twelfth Ward Central Republican Club,
and of the Seventh Precinct Republican Club. He is a member of
Garfield Lodge, No. 686, A.F. &A.M. ; Orator of Garden City
Council, No. 202, Royal Arcanum; a member of Archon Council,
No. 4, Royal League; and of the Stephen A. Douglas Council,
No. 66, National Union. Mr. Elliott has a wonderfully retentive
memory, and possesses the power of analysis in a high degree.
He conducts his business in accordance with the highest standards
of professional ethics. He is a logical reasoncr and illustrates his
discourses with similes, metaphors and antitheses in rich and varied
profusion.
The Circuit and Superior Courts the Same.
—The question of the identity of these courts was
raised in the case of Jones vs. Albee (70 111.). The
Supreme Court held:
" The intention of the Constitution of 1870 is, to give the sev
eral judges of the Circuit and Superior Courts of Cook County
identically the same powers, and place them on the same footing of
Circuit Courts, but composed of branches corresponding with the
number of judges, each judge, while holding such branch, to have
all the powers of the Circuit Court. It does not require a majority
of the judges of either of said courts to sit together, but each may
hold court by himself."
In the case of Hall vs. Hamilton (74 III.), it was
held:
"It is error for more than one judge to preside at the same time
during the trial of any case, or to participate in any decision. The
record should show that but one judge presided."
In a still later case (112 111.), it was held:
" The Superior Court of Cook County being, in law, a Circuit
Court, it follows that where a special statutory jurisdiction is con
ferred on the Circuit Court, the Superior Court will, by the same
act, though not named, acquire a like jurisdiction, and vice versa."
William C. Asay, son of Edward G. and Emma (Oliver)
Asay, was born at Chicago, in 1857. After attending school at
Lake Forest for a time, he went to Europe for two years, and while
there prepared for college; entering Vale College upon his return,
from whence he graduated in 1880. He then attended the Law-

School at Chicago, and in 1SS1, was admitted to thc. nar, undergo
ing his examination before the Appellate Court of this State. lie
commenced the practice of law in Chicago with his father, who, in
18S2, went to riurope and delegated to his son the care of his large
practice during his absence. This duty was performed to the sat
isfaction of his father and the clients whose interests he had
protected; during this period he prepared the briefs, and instituted
a number of very important litigations. So thoroughly satisfied

was Mr. Asay with the proficiency of his son, that he joined him
with himself in business; and this action on the part of the veteran
lawyer is conceded to have been fully justified by the legal ability
of his son and to have been an eminently fitting commercial arrange
ment, as a continuance of this association in the law, by William C.
Asay, will enable him worthily to wear the mantle of his father.
The son is now engaged in contesting one of the most important
cases ever brought before the Federal Courts, involving a most thor
ough and exhaustive knowledge of constitutional law, as upon the
decision of the case rests the constitutional police power of the State
relative to the control of navigable streams. He was married at
Bellevue, Ohio, in 1880, to Miss Belle Woodward, daughter of
Dr. Amos Woodward. They have one daughter.
Charles Eli Cruikshank, attorney and counselor at law, is
the son of Levi and Ann (Crosby) Cruikshank, and was born at
Utica, N.Y., on October 6 1857. After attending the public schools,
he passed through the high school and prepared for college at the
Whitestown Seminary. In 1877, he entered Hamilton College, from
which he graduated, with honors, in the class of June, 1879.
Shortly after his graduation he became interested in law, and began
reading in the office of Hon. J. Thomas Spriggs, member of Con
gress for the Oneida district, and was admitted to the Bar. He
remained there until 1882, engaged in active practice, when he came
to this city, where he has since been located. Mr. Cruikshank has
won the excellent opinion of both Bench and Bar, by conscientious
work, as an able lawyer, and enjoys an enviable reputation as a suc
cessful advocate and counselor.
William Thomas Blair, attorney and counselor at law, is the
son of John and Isabel Blair, of Grand Rapids, Mich., where he
was born February 15, 1S50. When he was five years of age, his
parents moved to Martin, Allegan Co., Mich., where he attended
school and assisted his father in farming until his twenty-first year,
when he entered Olivet College, at Olivet, Mich., taking the full
preparatory and classical course, and graduated, with honors, in the
class of 1S77. During the same year he came to this city, and
accepted the chair of commercial law and bookkeeping of St. Ignatius
College, which he filled three years. During the most of this time
he was reading law in the office of Hon. John N. Jewett, with
whom he remained as student two years. In the October term.
1880, of thc Appellate Court, he passed the rigid examination required
by the statutes, and was admitted to practice. Shortly after his
admission, he returned to Grand Rapids, and entered the law office
of Blair, Kingsley & Kleinhans, where he continued as principal
clerk for two years. At the expiration of that time, having thor
oughly prepared himself for his profession, he located in this city,
and has since been engaged in genera] practice, Mr. Blair is one
of the most successful lawyers of the Chicago Bar, and owes his
standing in his profession to a thorough legal education and natural
aptitude and talents for the work. He is a reliable counselor, a
shrewd advocate, and a sound lawyer.
Charles F". M. Allen, attorney and counselor at law, is the
son of Frank G. and Sarah Allen, and was born at Rochester, N.
Y., on February 28, 1S61. After attending thc public schools of
his native city, he graduated from the Rochester Free Academy,
and shortly afterward came to Chicago. His inclination for the
legal profession induced him to begin the study of law, and he
became a student in the office of Hon. Harvey B. Hurd, the
reviser and compiler of the Statutes of Illinois, with whom he
remained one year, when he entered the office of Henry M. Bacon.
He finished his studies in the offices of Young, Scott & Adams,
and was admitted to practice in October, 1883. Mr. Allen com
bines the talents of both the advocate and counselor to an exceptional
degree, and his success in general practice, also that of realty, has
given him an excellent standing with the Bar and a gratifying pat
ronage of clients. With his habit of thoroughness in detail and
unremitting attention to his well chosen profession, he will take
an envied position among the leading lawyers of Chicago.
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Henry J. Fisher was bom on March 27, 1847. at Point
Pleasant, W. Va. His father (Henry J. Fisher, deceased) was
one of the oldest lawyers of that portion of the State, served in the
Legislature, and was otherwise prominent in State affairs. Mr.
Fisher graduated from the military school at Lexington, studied
law with his father for two years, and, in 1868, was admitted
to practice in the State courts. For the succeeding three years he
practiced in West Virginia. After spending some time in Kansas,
Texas, Arkansas and Minnesota, he removed to Cincinnati, Ohio,
where he remained until 1S83. During that year he came to Chi
cago and established himself as a lawyer whose specialty from the
first has been corporation law and the management of will contests.
He is a stalwart republican, and took an active part in the last
presidential campaign. Mr. Fisher is a member of the Law Insti
tute ; also is a member of Ashlar Lodge, No. 308, A.F'. & A.M.;
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corporate limits, is not a tax in the Constitutional sense of that
term."
Rufus Napoleon Rhodes, son of Rufus R. and Martha F.
Rhodes, was born at Pascagoula, Miss., on June 15, 1856. When
thirteen years of age he was sent to the preparatory school of Dr.
J. B. Shearer, at Custer Springs, Halifax, Va.; but before his
course was finished, Dr. Shearer was elected president of the South
western Presbyterian University at Clarksville, Tenn., where Mr.
Rhodes followed him, graduating in 1873. The next year he was
appointed assistant treasurer of the Mississippi Levee Board, with
headquarters at Greenville, Miss., where he remained nearly one
year. He then began the study of law with Senator James E.
Bailey, of Clarksville, Tenn., and served as his private secretary at
Washington in 1876-77. In 1877, he was elected city attorney of
Clarksville, to which office he was successively re-elected five times;

VIEW OF ONTARIO AND RUSH STREETS.
LaFayette Chapter No. I, R.A.M.; and St. Bernard Commandery,
No. 35, K. T. He was married on June 27, 1875, to Maria Proctor,
of West Virginia.
The Constitutional Power to License.—This
question was raised in the cases of Braun et al. vs. The
City of Chicago (no 111.). The Supreme Court held :
" The Legislature is fully authorized by the Constitution to
confer power, by general law, upon incorporated cities to demand
and collect a license-fee or tax of all persons who shall pursue the
business or calling of brokers within their limits, and to prohibit,
within such limits, the business of a money-changer or broker,
broker or commission merchant, including that of merchandise,
produce or grain broker, real-estate broker, and insurance broker,
without license therefor ; and such a provision in the charter of a
city, and an ordinance in pursuance thereof, are not in conflict with
any Constitutional provision.
"A license-fee imposed by a city or village, in pursuance of
power conferred by the Legislature for that purpose, upon certain
avocations, trades, business, or occupations, carried on within the

and, in 1880, was elected by the State-debt-paying democrats to the
General Assembly of Tennessee. In the latter part of 1883, he
moved to Chicago and resumed his legal practice, associating him
self with Hon. Frederick H. Winston, now Minister to Persia, in
February, 1884. Mr. Rhodes comes from a prominent Southern
family. His grandfather, Thomas Rhodes, once owned nearly
every vessel on the Alabama River, and his father was a lawyer of
distinguished talents at the New Orleans Bar, who, prior to the
War, was a member of the Court of Appeals. All of the members
of his mother's family were wealthy ship-owners. Mr. Rhodes was
married on June 27, 1884, to Miss Margaret Dabney Smith, a rela
tive of the prominent Dabney family of Virginia.
Wirt Dexter Walker, son of James M. and Ella M. Walker,
was born at Chicago, on September I, i860. His parents formerly
resided at Ann Arbor, Mich., and removed to this city about 1852.
Hon. James M. Walker was a prominent member of the Bar dur
ing the earliest history of this city, and until his death stood in the
foremost rank of able lawyers. W. D. Walker received his ele
mentary education under private tutors, and at the age of sixteen
entered Vale College, whence he graduated in 1880, taking a classi
cal diploma. Immediately after his graduation he returned to this
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younger members of the legal fraternity, and his position as a lead,
ing lawyer is more than assured.
George Washington Northrup, Jr., attorney and coun
selor at law, is the son of George W. and Mary S. Northrup, and
was born at Rochester, N*. Y., on January 29, 1861. The father
has all his life been identified with educational institutions, and now
occupies the president's chair of the Morgan Park Theological Sem
inary. In 1867, the family came West and located in this city.
Here, young Northrup received his early education, subsequently
entering the Rochester (N. Y.) University, from which he gradu
ated in the class of 1881, with high honors. Immediately after his
graduation, he accepted the chair of mathematics of the Morgan
Park Military Academy, which he filled one year, and afterward
turned his attention to the study of law in the office of Grant &
Brady. In 1884, he was admitted to the Bar, passing a rigid ex
amination before the Appellate Court herewith the highest average
in a class of thirty. Mr. Northrup, although one of the youngest
members of the Bar, is a thoroughly educated lawyer, and has won
a numerous clientage through his success as an advocate and
counselor.
Cuthdert Ward Laing was born at Newcastle, on the borders
of Scotland, on June 23, 1845. His father, David N. Laing, was then
a prominent iron manufacturer, of the firm of Laing & Gardner. Mr.
Laing, Sr., served his apprenticeship in the same shop and at the same
bench with Robert Stephenson, son of the famous inventor of loco
motives, and assisted in producing the castings for the first engine,
which was completed in 1821. Cuthbert was the second son of a
family cf six children, four of whom are living. After the panic of
1847, the Laing family emigrated to Flatbush, Long Island, and
afterward to Buffalo, N. Y., where Cuthbert attended the high
It provided for the licensing of these estab'ishments, school and studied civil engineering with General William Sooy
fixing the sum to be paid therefor at one hundred, Smith, now of Chicago. In Detroit he also pursued a course of
his father leaving him there, and going with his family to
dollars. It also empowered the Mayor to revoke any study,
live in Northern Michigan. There, in Lapeer County, they still
license on conviction of any one for a breach of the reside, having celebrated their golden wedding in September, 1882.
ordinance. Of course, such an ordinance provoked The elder Mr. Laing started the extensive Boomer Iron Works in
pronounced opposition, and many good lawyers thought Chicago. He is the owner of several farms in Michigan. Cuth
bert joined the 2d Michigan Rattery, as a private, on August I,
it would not stand the test of examination by the Su
1861, and in the following October became second lieutenant.
preme Court. A case soon arose,—the Chicago Pack
After the battle of Shiloh he was made first lieutenant, being the
ing and Provision Company vs. The City. The facts only officer of his command not killed or captured. Of his battery
were agreed upon, and the ordinance was sustained by of six guns; four were captured on the afternoon of the first day's
the court below. On appeal to the Supreme Court, fight, on April 6, 1862, and Lieutenant Laing was ordered to another
of the field with his section, where he lost a number of horses,
where ii*was urged that the city had no power to pass part
thus compelling him to spike one of his guns, and leave it on the field;
the ordinance, that Court decided "That the law giving but soon after he rallied his men, and brought it off by hand. He
cities the power to direct the location and regulate the was afterward commissioned captain of a new battery, but not must
management and construction of packing houses, etc., ered. Subsequently, he became adjutant of the 14th Illinois In
fantry (Governor Palmer's regiment), and served with credit in the
confers the power to license such establishments, as one Army
of the Tennessee. At the conclusion of the War, he served
means of regulating the same." The results of this on the Western plains with his regiment, until November, rSoj.
ordinance have been as important as beneficial to the For the succeeding three years, he was connected with the Chicago
& Alton Railroad and the Illinois Central as a civil engineer, and
health of the city.
afterward engaged in business as an architect. He was subse
Calvin Gate March, attorney and counselor at law, one of quently admitted to the Bar, and has been for some time a practic
the most successful members of the Chicago Bar, is the son of Reed ing attorney in this city. In 1879-82. Colonel Laing served as ad
C. and Mary March, and was born at Londonderry, N. H., on April jutant of the 1st Regiment, I.N.G., and from the latter year until
30, 1846. Until he reached his eighteenth year, he attended the 1884, as lieutenant-colonel and assistant adjutant-general of the 1st
public schools and assisted his father in farming. His parents,
Brigade, I.N.G. He also holds the position of adjutant-general
meanwhile, coming to this State, and settling at Dixon, in 1855, he for the State of the Uniform Rank of the Knights of Pythias.
became a student of the Dixon Seminary, graduating, with honors, Colonel Laing is a Mason in good standing, being a member of
from that excellent institution in the class of 1868. Becoming in
Detroit Lodge, No, 2, A.F. & A.M., and Lafayette Chapter, No.
terested in law, and possessing natural qualifications for that pro
2, R.A.M. In 1874, he was married to Clara Irene, daughter of
fession, he read for some time with Hon. J. K. Edsall, of Dixon, the late Isaac C. Day. many years a leading wholesale merchant of
State attorney-general, and entered the law department of the Michi
Chicago. She died in August, 1876, leaving one child,—-Clara Irene.
gan University, at Ann Arbor, acquitting himself with honors in
John Bliss Porter, attorney and counselor at law, is the
1870. Locating at Kochelle, 111., he engaged in active practice of son of John B. and Mary S. Porter, and was born at St. Augus
his profession during the succeeding three years, then formed a part
tine, Florida, on September 27, 1857. His father was a surgeon
nership with M. D. Hathaway. In 1884, he removed to this city, of the regular army After having received his rudimentary edu
where he has since been engaged in general practice. Mr. March cation, he was fitted for college in the Williston Seminary, East
is a successful advocate and a prudent counselor, and devotes his Hampton. In 1S76, he entered Vale College and graduated, taking
entire attention to a lucrative clientage.
his degree of B. A., with the class of 1880. He determined upon
Hiram Bigelow, attorney and counselor at law, is the son of law as a profession, and, shortly after finishing his collegiate course,
Joel and Mary A. Bigelow, and was born at Whitby, Ontario, Can
attended lectures in the law department of the Alma Mater, and
ada, on January 28, i860. When he was five years of age, his took his degree of LL.B. in 1882. and was at once admitted to the
parents removed to Milwaukee, where they remained until 1867. Connecticut Bar. During the following year he came West, and
and then came to Chicago. After passing through the public schools entered the office of E. G. Asay, and has since been engaged in
and graduating from the High School, he turned his attention to general practice, giving special attention to the law relating to real
the study of law, and entered the office of C. C. Clark, of this city, estate.
as student and clerk. During 1S82, he entered the Union Law
LAW AND ORDER.
School, from which he graduated, with honors, in the class of 1^84,
and was admitted to practice. Mr. Bigelow's natural legal talents,
together with a thorough and conscientious preparation for his pro
The Citizens' Law and Order League is a new
fession, have already secured him a liberal patronage and an excel
lent standing in the Chicago Bar. Reliable as a counselor and a thing in the world of reform. It originated in Chicago,
ready advocate, he has met with enviable success as one of the and has spread throughout the country ; has attained a
city and entered the law office of Wirt Dexter, the prominent advo
cate and counselor, remaining with him as a student three years,
when, after a successful examination, he was granted a certificate
to practice in iil of the courts. Mr. Walker confines himself to
civil practice.
Power of the City to license Packing-Houses.
—The location of so many packing-houses, tallow-chand
leries, bone and soap factories, and tanneries, within the
city limits and adjacent thereto, had become a matter
of serious investigation by the Board of Health and
others. That these establishments were noxious to the
health and comfort of the citizen was evident from ex
perience and observation. The question arose as to
how they could be regulated and controlled. In 1874,
City Attorney R. S. Tuthill drew up an ordinance to
cover the case, which was adopted by the City Council.

BENCH AND BAR.
national organization, and has attracted attention in
other parts of the world. The president of the National
League is now Charles C. Bonney, who has long been
known as one of the most celebrated members of the
Chicago Bar, and a writer on political and legal sub
jects of wide reputation, and from whose published
addresses and official reports of the local and national
organizations has been compiled the following brief
historic sketch of the Law and Order movement.
The object of this organization is the enforcement
of the existing laws, particularly those enacted for the
restriction of the liquor-traffic, and especially those which
forbid the sale of intoxicants to children and youths.
The supreme purpose of the Law and Order movement
is the preservation of the rising generation from habits
of dissipation and vice. Protect the young, and the
State will endure. This new crusade is against those
who violate the laws. It teaches respect for the consti
tuted authorities, a reverence for the sacred principle of
human government, and the duty of all who receive the
protection of the laws to uphold and enforce their re
quirements. It leaves the propriety of the laws to the
people whose representatives enact them, and insists
that, while a statute intended to suppress an evil or
advance a remedy is in force, it shall be obeyed. It
seeks neither truce nor compromise, but demands only
obedience to the laws. The only terms which Law and
Order organizations offer to law-breakers are " uncon
ditional surrender," and they "move immediately upon
the enemy's works." The League is not vindictive; it
seeks no revenge, but it insists upon submission to the
laws.
The Law and Order movement originated in Chi
cago in 1877. During the railroad riots which, in that
year, startled and alarmed the country, Frederick F.
Elmendorf and Andrew Paxton observed that a large
proportion of the rioters were half-drunken boys. Sub
sequent observations, carefully conducted, showed that
an army of such boys, estimated to number thirty thou
sand, were habitual patrons of the liquor-saloons of Chi
cago, and were undergoing a rapid transformation into
drunkards, vagrants, paupers, lunatics, and criminals.
Those men gathered a handful of friends, and earnestly
sought a remedy. They were led to the creation of a
new agency for the repression of the worst evils of in
temperance. On November 25, 1877, the "Citizens'
League of Chicago for the Suppression of the Sale of
Liquor to Minors " was organized. This is the parent
organization of the new movement. Mr. Elmendorf
was elected president, and Mr. Paxton appointed prose
cuting agent. The president raised the funds ; the
agent prosecuted the cases.
The methods of operation were simple. Mr. Pax
ton, and sometimes others, visited the dram-shops in a
regular order, and whenever a minor was found drink
ing in a saloon a complaint was made before a magis
trate and a prosecution instituted. Obstacles were
encountered, but they were speedily overcome ; and

soon the penalty of fine or imprisonment followed the
complaint so swiftly, that the then three thousand
liquor-saloons of Chicago practically surrendered, and
have ever since acknowledged the power of the Citizens'
19
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League. It is believed that fully five-sixths of the sale
of liquors to minors has been effectually suppressed.
The extraordinary success of the new crusade led peo
ple to wonder why it had not been thought of before.
It has had from the beginning, the warm support of the
pulpit and the press. Its meetings have generally been
held in churches and on Sunday evenings. The news
papers, almost without exception, have commended the
work and published its progress.
Such a movement could not long remain merely
local. It soon extended to other States, and attained a
National organization in Tremont Temple, Boston, on
February 22, 1883, through a convention of delegates
from eight States, and took the name of " The Citizens'
Law and Order League of the United States." The
second annual meeting was held at Lake Bluff, near
Chicago, on August 28-29, 1884, and the third in New
York City, on February 23, 1885.
The spread of the movement has been so rapid and
so spontaneous, and without direct aid from the orig
inal or the National organization, that exact statistics
are not accessible; but the secretary reported at the
second annual convention, that, from all the informa
tion he had been able to obtain, he felt warranted in
stating that there were then probably not less than five
hundred Law and Order Leagues in the United States,
with a membership of at least sixty thousand persons.
Inquiries for information of the means by which
such extraordinary successes have been achieved, have
come from several foreign countries, including England,
the Sandwich Islands, and the Cape of Good Hope. It
was the belief of Mr. Elmendorf, that the Law and
Order movement would finally become not only national,
but also international; and the signs of the times indi
cate that his faith will yet be verified.
The anniversary of the birthday of Washington has
been adopted as the annual Law and Order day.
In an address setting forth the nature and principles
of this reform, Mr. Bonney said :
"While the present work of the Law and Order
movement is concentrated on the single point of en
forcing the laws for the regulation and restraint of the
liquor-traffic, and especially the preservation of the youth
of the country from the evils it engenders, the v'ital prin
ciple of the movement is as broad as the domain of
government, and is essential to the endurance of con
stitutional liberty. That vital principle is the supremacy
of the laws. Liberty must be obedient to the laws that
self-government enacts, or liberty itself will degenerate
into anarchy, and perish. It is generally admitted that
the laws for the restriction of the liquor-traffic are the
most difficult of enforcement. If they can be enforced,
any others which public opinion approves can be carried
into effect. The Law and Order movement is mani
festly entitled to the support of all good citizens,
unless it can be shown that those engaged in the liquortraffic are entitled to a special indulgence to disobey
the laws. All other classes are required to yield obedi
ence to the requirements of the law-making power, and
the last persons who should ask to be made an excep
tion to that rule are the saloon-keepers and liquordealers."
The organization of the National Law and Order
League, for 1885, is as follows:
President—Charles C. Bonney, Chicago. Vice-Presidents—
Rev. Israel P. Warren, D.D., Maine ; Charles H. Thorndike, NewHampshire ; Hon. John P>. Mead, Vermont; Hon. Rufus S. Frost,
Massachusetts; Hon. T. T. Carr, Rhode Island; Hon. Noah
Davis, New York; General Clinton B. Fisk, New Jersey; Hon.
Arthur M. Burton, Pennsylvania; Rev. Washington Gladden, D.D.,
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Ohio; Jerome T. Cobb, Michigan; Captain I. P. Rumsey, Illinois;
General Lucius Fairchild, Wisconsin; Right Rev John Ireland,
Minnesota; Hon. C. C. Nourse, Iowa; General O. O. Howard,
Nebraska; Joab Mulvane, Kansas. Secretary— L. Edwin Dudley,
Boston, Mass. Treasurer—Hon. John G. Webster. Boston, Mass.
General Agent—Andrew Paxton, Chicago. Executive Committee—
Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D., New York; Hon. T. k. Swinton,
Maine; Lewis L). Vail, Pennsylvania; W. T. B. Milliken, New
York; Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., New York; General C. T.
Christiansen, New York; John Wanamaker, Pennsylvania; John H.
Perry, Connecticut; H. B. Johnson, Massachusetts; C. W. Wyman,
Vermont; J. C. Shaffer, Illinois; George H. Foster, Wisconsin.
The following are the officers of the Chicago Citi
zens' League for 1885 :
President— I. P. Rumsev. Vice-Presidents—D. W. Irwin,
E. W. Blatchford, John V. Farwell, H. N. Higginbotham, F. F.
Spencer. P. D. Armour, Tuthill King, General I. N. Stiles, A. A.
Carpenter, R. D. Fowler, Kev. A. E. Kittredge, E. G. Keith,
Dr. Oscar DeWolf, Rt. Rev. W. E. McLaren, N. K. Fairbank.
L. J. Gage. T. M. Avery, Robert Scott, J. H. McVicker, Charles
L. I lutchinson, Bishop Charles E. Cheney. Marry Nelson, C. H,
Case, Byron L. Smith, Rev. J. IL Barrows, E. Nelson Blake, 0.
W. Potter, W. J. Quan, S. W. Allerton, W. T. Baker, Rev. Frank
M. Bristol, E. F. Cragin, O. D. Wetherell, Robert Bines, Mar
shall Field, Rev. E. P. Goodwin, C. H. McCormick, Rev. Dr.
Lorimer, O. S. A. Sprague, Emery A. Storrs (deceased), David
Swing, W. J. Onahan, George M. Pullman, W. A. Fuller, Ferd.
W. Peck, A. G. Van Schaick, John R. Walsh, Rev. W. H. Ryder,
H. M. Sherwood, C. B. Blair. Executive Committee—R. T.
Crane, J. C. Shaffer, Thomas Hood, A. C. Bartlett, H. W. Rogers,
Father Hagan, John Wade, Ira J. Mason. C. N. Fay, John C.
Durgin, A. T. Hemingway, W. P. Rend, Herman H. Kohlsaat,
W. J. Chalmers, C. C. Bonney. Recording Secretary—Francis P.
Fisher. Corresponding Secretary— Thomas Kane. Treasurer—
John R. Walsh. General Agent—Andrew Paxton.

tated the question at the hall of the Garden City Division of the
Sons of Temperance, of which he is a prominent member, and in
connection with the late F. F. Elmendorf, president of the Citizens'
League, brought before that society the question " What can be
done to save the boys ? " The discussion which followed was the in
ception of the Citizens' League. The work of the League has
been reduced to a system by Mr. Paxton and his assistants, and
thousands of law-breaking saloon keepers have been vigorously
prosecuted with the most salutary and gratifying results; boys and
girls, to a large extent, have been kept out of saloons; and the prac
tice of selling liquor to minors over the bar has been almost entirely
suppressed. Mr. I'axton was married, in May, 1850, to Miss An
nie Pyburn, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, since deceased;
she bore him three children,—James P., John F. , and Elizabeth A.
His marriage to Martha Proctor, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, oc
curred on May 21, 1861. They have two children,—Alice (the
wife of Mr. H. Comstock) and Annie.
THE ILLINOIS STATE BAR ASSOCIATION.
This society was organized at Springfield, January
4, 1877, and the Chicago Bar has always taken a leading
part in its proceedings. It is not within the province of
this work even to enumerate all the valuable contribu
tions of Chicago lawyers to the proceedings of the State
Association, but some of the more important may be
named. They include addresses, essays and reports by
E. B. Sherman, J. B. Brad well, C. C. Bonney, M. W.
Fuller, H. F. Vallette, F. H. Kales, T. Lyle Dickey, J.
K Edsall, Isaac N. Arnold, John A. Jameson, J. B.
Leake, Thomas Dent, G. W. Cothran, and Van Buren
Denslow.
iif. League.

Chicago.

■ 87S

'870

1880

1881

1 88a

i88j

1884

2-1 1
81
83

166
90
85

96
50
13

233
60
83

779
112
450

1,128
98
432

1,114
I05
451

Tout.
3.757
1,607

Comparative Statement of Arrests.
Before the Organization of the League.
Chicago.

■ 875

No. of general ar
rests
26,430
No. of arrests of
5.138
No. of minors com
mitted to House
of Correction.. 1.335
No. of girls under
20 years of age
sent to House of
279

Since its Organization.

1876

1877

■ 878

1871)

1880

1881

1882

1883

■S84

Total.

27,291

28,035

27,208

27.338

28,480

31.713

32,800

37.187

224, 160

6,098

6,818

5,400

5,261

6,144

6.753

7.199

6,675

39.434
6,718

1.527

1,782

1. 571

1.247

1,224

1,207

I.4I3

1.339

1,510

9,511

306

289

257

145

94

104

105

120

86

911

Andrew Paxton, general agent of the Citizens' League, son
of Andrew and Mary Paxton, was born in Haxham, F-ngland, on
November 25, 1825. He received his education in the schools of
his native city. Soon after coming of age he removed to New
castle-upon-Tyne, and engaged in the furniture business, continuing
this vocation several years. In 1869, he came to this city, and was
employed as collector for some time, subsequently engaging in the
restaurant business for various parties, and in 1873, established him
self in the same business on Washington Street, at the corner of
Clark Street, which he continued until 1878. Since early youth Mr.
Paxton has been an active worker in church and benevolent socie
ties, and has operated a great portion of his time in the aid and de
velopment of charitable institutions. The riots of 1877 directed
his attention to the fact that a large number of those constituting
the mobs were boys, and that most of them were drunk. He agi-

44.150

On the death of Hon. O. H. Browning, in 1881, Mr.
Sherman, who was then vice-president for the Seventh
Judicial District, became president of the Association,
and served until the close of the term. At the annual
meeting in January, 1882, C. C. Bonney was elected
president for the ensuing year. David Davis, whose
interests and judicial services in Chicago, make him, in
a certain sense, a Chicago man, was president of the
Association in 1884.
Its work has been of a highly practical nature, em
bracing such topics as criminal-law reform, the legal
education of lawyers and the people, the prevention of
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needless expense and delay in litigation, bankruptcy
legislation, the regulation of corporations, and other
subjects of general importance.
THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION.
This organization, which embraces a large number
of the most distinguished lawyers of the United States,
was organized at Saratoga, New York, on August 21,
1878. It has held an annual meeting in the same month
of each succeeding year.
Chicago has taken so prominent a part in the pro
ceedings of this Association, that some mention of what
it has done in that connection is due in the present his
tory. Chicago has been represented in the vice-presi
dency by C. C. Bonney and E. B. Sherman; in the
executive committee by C. C. Bonney; in the general
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council by Thomas Hoyne, E. B. Sherman, and James
K. Edsall; in the State council by Lyman Trumbull,
B. F. Ayer, R. Biddle Roberts, Isaac N. Arnold, and
Richard S. Tuthill; and in the proceedings of the Asso
ciation by Mr. Sherman's resolution, calling for legisla
tion discriminating between professional and non-ha
bitual criminals, and a speech on the proposal of a Na
tional Appellate Court; and Mr. Bonney's speeches on
the same subject, and on " Judicial Supremacy," " De
fective and Slip-shod Legislation," and "The Delay and
Uncertainty of Judicial Administration."
The Chicago members of the Association, at the
present time, include the following names: B. F. Ayer,
C. C. Bonney, Thomas Dent, James K. Edsall, John
M. Hamilton, E. G. Mason, R. Biddle Roberts, E. B.
Sherman, Lyman Trumbull, and Richard S. Tuthill.
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HARBOR.
The Chicago harbor, since 1833, when the first ap
propriation was expended in opening a straight outlet
from the river into the lake, has gradually been extend
ed to its present splendid proportions. Since 187 1, the
work of forming an outer harbor has been carried stead
ily forward. Besides the north and south piers and the
new light-house, the improvements include over five
miles of substantial breakwater and two pier lights.
The work now in progress, when completed, will afford
an outer harbor for all vessels seeking the port, and the
breakwater a safe protection to all craft driven to the
southern end of the lake under stress of weather. The
annual appropriations, and expenditures on this work,
since 1871, have been —
Date of appropriation.
Surplus of 1 870-7 1 .
June 10, 1872
March 3, 1873
June 23. 1874
June 23, 1875
August 3, 1876
June 18, 1878
March 3, 1879
June 14. 1880
March 3, 1S81
August 2. 1S82
, i3S3
Julv 5, 1884
Totals prior to 1 87 1.
Grand totalsSurplus balance.

Net annual ex
penditure.

Amount.

$ 119,999 89
$

90,000
90,000
75,000
78,000
5,000
75,000
75,000
145,000
150,000
200,000

OO
00
00
OO
00
00
00
00
OO
00

100,000 00
606,305 00
$1,689,305 00

90,000
90,000
71,000
81,000
6,000
75,000
75,000
70,000
175,000
200,000
JOO.OOO
486,305

OO
OO
OO
00
00
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
OO
10

$1,639,304 90
$50,000 10

For 1883, the liabilities exceeded the balance of for
mer appropriations, and no appropriation having been
made this year, Congress, on July 5, 1884, made the ap
propriation of $100,000 to cover the deficiency. The
amount expended during the fiscal year ending July 1,
1883, exclusive of the outstanding liabilities of July 1,
1882, was $130,843. On July 1, 1883, the outstanding
liabilities were $65,357, and the amount available at this
date was $45,651.40. An item of $250,000 for the Chi
cago harbor was inserted in the river and harbor appro

priation for 1885, but it was lost with the other items in
that bill.
The engineer officers who have had charge of the
harbor improvements since 1871 have been —
Lieutenant F. A. Hinman, assistant to Colonel Houston, Octo
ber 4, 1872, to December 19, 1873 ; station, Chicago.
Major G. L. Gillespie, temporarily on duty under orders of
Lieutenant-General Sheridan, April 1, 1873, to May 3, 1877 ; in
charge of improvement of Chicago harbor from July 14, 1874, to
May 3, 1877 ; engineer officer, Military Division of the Missouri,
from July 16, 1878, to September 28, 1878 ; station, Chicago.
Major G. J. Lydecker, assistant to Colonel Houston, May I,
1874, to May 3, 1877; station, Chicago, to April 29, 1875; en
gineer officer, Military Division of the Missouri, May 3, 1877, to
July 16, 1878; in charge of construction of harbor of Chicago, May
3. 1877, to June 19, 1882 ; station, Chicago.
Major W. U. H. Kenyaurd, in charge of construction of har
bor of Chicago, June 19, 1882. -up to date.
Captain J. F. Gregory, lieutenant-colonel and aide-de-camp,
engineer officer, Military Division of the Missouri, from December
27, 1878, to October 29, 1883 ; station, Chicago.
Major T. H. Handbury, engineer officer, Division of the Mis
souri, December 15, 1833, to date ; temporarily in charge of im
provement of Chicago harbor during Major Benyaurd's leave, on
account of sickness, December 4, 1884, to date ; station, Chicago.
The light-house keepers since 1871 have been
Charles H. Bann, appointed April 9, 1874, resigned in
1875 ; Antony Aagen, present keeper, appointed June
23- 1 875. The first assistant keepers for the same per
iod have been James Peterson, Hans S. Hanson, H. S.
Hagenson, Charles Klingston, Samuel Hendrickson and
S. P. Nelson.
MARINE.
The marine interests of Chicago, at the time of the
fire of 1871, were in an extremely flourishing condition,
and although the Custom-house records were destroyed,
an accurate estimate of the business done that year has
been made. This shows 1871 as comparing favorably
with all preceding years, as also with those succeeding,
there having been, down to 1885, only one year when a
larger number of vessels was owned in the district, and
two years in which the tonnage has been larger. Navi
gation opened in 1871 on April 3, the earliest date then
known in the history of the port. By December, 12,330
vessels, with 3,096,101 tonnage had arrived, and 12,312,
with tonnage of 3,082,235, had cleared ; vessels with a
sail capacity of 2,406,300 tons, and steam capacity of
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394,000 tons laying up at this port for the winter. The
number of vessels owned in. the district was 650, with
tonnage aggregating 95-395-95. divided among 84
steam vessels, 333 sail vessels, and 233 canal-boats and
barges. During the ensuing fourteen years, numerous
transfers of vessels were made to other districts, so that
the ownership list was reduced nearly fifty per cent.
This is shown in the following table:
Year.

1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880...
i88j
1882
1883
1884

-

Vessels owned
in district.

Tonnage.

650
f»54
646
434
410
387
389
368
364
360
366
368
357
372

95.395.95
99.403
104,827
83,894
78,760
73.824
72,934
68,647
67,988
f>9.339
-1,670.87
67.535 25
63.899-39
60,941.56

In this table, a decrease is shown in the number and
tonnage of vessels owned in Chicago in 1884, as com
pared with 1 87 1, of 278 vessels and 34,454.39 tonnage ;
although, during the intervening period, there had been
built in this district 126 vessels, with a tonnage of
13,025.45. Of these, there were 32 schooners, 23 propel
lers, 21 steam canal-boats, 27 tug-propellers, twelve tugs,
one scow schooner, three steamers, and one sloop-yacht.
Whatever increase in the tonnage these additions to the
marine made, was more than offset by the loss of vessels
from this port by burning and sinking, of which there
were 1 19 schooners, two propellers, one scow, two tugs,
one steam canal-boat, one steamer, one sloop, five brigs
and five barks, a total of 137 vessels with 27,413.91
tonnage. Following is a record by years of the ships
built and lost, with their tonnage :
Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
'878
1879
1880
lS8l
1882 .
1883
1884

Vessels built.

IO
14
IO
IO
8
12
3
3
M
15
15
12

Tonnage.

3,380
2,OII
1,246
725
1,099
477.81
58.77
85.40
1,926.41
1,010.83
506.70
498-53

Vessels lost.
19
8
5
13
13
II
7
10
9
8
9
16
9

Tonnage.
4.470
1.548
1,074
2,561
3.421
1.943
1,944.17
I.7M-I7
2,184.46
2,273.36
2,528.40
4,355.40
1,860.95

The largest tonnage represented was in 1873, when
ten large schooners were built ; and the largest number
constructed in one year was in 1882, when ten tug-pro
pellers were built. In 1883, the list of marine disasters
exceeded that of any year since 1872, and one steamer
and more tug-propellers than had been built in 1882,
were wrecked and destroyed, at a loss of §191,000,
with an insurance of $129,100. Fifty persons lost their
lives by the destruction of the vessels represented.
The dates of the opening of the Straits of Mackinac
have been —
1871, April 3 ; 1872, April 28 ; 1873, May 1: 1874, April 29;
1875, April 28; 1876, April 28; 1877, April 20; 1878, March 14;

1879, April 23; 18S0. April 5; 1881, May 4; J882, April 5; 1883,
April 2S; 1SS4, April 24.
The records of vessels engaged in a foreign trade
shows arrivals as follows:
1S72, 152; 1S73 ,189; 1874, 140; 1875, 84; 1876, 41; 1877, 101;
187S, 135; 1S79, 233; 18S0, 423; 1881, 291; 1882, 154; 1883, 93;
1884. 57.
Clearances for foreign ports have been —
1872, 150; 1873, 197; 1874, 138; 1875, 72; 1S76, 40: 1877, 95;
1878, 156; 1879,228; 1880,466; 1881,277; 1882,185; 1S83,
100; 1884, 63.
During the same period, inclusive of 1871, the
amount of annual collections from tonnage dues, clear
ances and enrollment fees, penalties and fines have not
increased materially. For 1873 and 1874 the average
was $36,005.13 as against $21,051.56 for 1884. The
collections for the ten years were —
1875. $27,449.39; 1S76, l24.g27.3G; 1S77, $28,681.74; 1S7S,
$29,894.83; 1879, $31,267.79; 1S80, $32,057.38; 1881, $34,174.08;
1882, $32,102.28; 1883, $30,628.97; 1S84, $21,051.56.
A detailed statement of the marine at the end of
1884 shows, in addition to the figures given in preceding
statements and tables, a loss in wrecks and collisions
among vessels hailing from this port, of $57,800 for the
year, with $43,200 insurance, divided among the follow
ing classes: 27 screw steamers, tonnage 7,019.82; 4
paddle steamers, tonnage 1,379.97; 28 steam canal-boats,
tonnage 2,033.60; 4 steam yachts, under five tons, ton
nage 5.49; 227 schooners, tonnage 49,765.08; 5 sail
yachts, tonnage 13.17. Of the 63 vessels clearing for
foreign ports and 57 vessels arriving from foreign ports,
during 1884, the tonnage represented was 21,552 and
19,725 respectively. Following is a table showing the
arrivals and clearances of vessels at this port, with their
tonnage, from 1871 to 1884:
Clearances.

Year.
1871
1872
■873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
Total

--

Tonnage.

Arrivals.

Tonnage

12,312.
12.53'
11,876
I0.720
10,607
9,628
10,284
10,494
12,014
13,302
12,957
13,626
12,015
11,472

3,082,235
3,017,790
3.338.803
3.134,078
3.>57,05I
3,078,264
3.3».083
3,631,139
3,870,300
4.537.3S2
4,228,689
4,904,999
3,9So,S73
3.75L723

12,320
12,824
11,858
10,827
io,4S8
9,621
10,233
10,490
11,859
13,218
13.048
13,351
11,967
11.354

3,096, IOI
3,059,752
3,225,911
3,195,633
3,122,004
3,089,072
3,274.332
3,6oS,534
3,887,0)5
4,616,969
4,533,558
4,849,950
3,812,464
3,756,973

163,838

51,024.409

163,558 51,128,348

The Chicaco Dredging and Dock Company was incorpor
ated in 1877, with a capital stock of $85,000. Charles S. Crane is
president, Daniel Hooth, vice-president, Frank R. Crane, secretary,
William II. Woodbury, treasurer, and Fred Davis, superintendent.
The company is made up of several others, Mr. Crane having
bought the effects of the plant of the estate in bankruptcy of Fox
ci Howard, who had been in the business from fifteen to twenty
years, and one or two others, combining them, with his own, into
one company, which was incorporated. The company does a gen
eral business as contractors, in dredging, building docks, piers and
bridges, in the lakes and rivers of the north and west. It owns
and operates seven dredging machines, live pile-drivers and three
tug boats, with all the machinery necessary for doing their work
and carrying out their contracts. It has at times over live hundred
men in its employ, and its business often exceeds $500,000 per
annum.
Charles S. Crank, president of the Chicago Dredging and
Dock Company, was born at Paterson. N. J., on March 21, 1834,
and is the son of Timothy B. and Marian (Kyerson) Crane. After
completing his studies in the schools of his native town, he came,
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to Chicago, where he has resided since 1855. He engaged in busi
ness with his brother, in brass manufacturing, under the firm name
of R. T. Crane & Brother and the next year they added the man
ufacture of iron pipes to the business. In 1859, they built and
operated a foundry in connection with their other work. In 1865,
they commenced the manufacture of wrought-iron pipes, the first
made west of Pittsburgh, Penn., and the same year they erected
works for the manufacture of malleable iron. About this time, they
organized as a stock company and changed the name to the North
western Manufacturing Company, which they retained until 1S72,
when they again changed the name to The Crane Brothers Manu
facturing Company, by which title it is still known. In 1871, Mr.
Crane assisted in the organization of the Wright & Lawther Oil
and Lead Manufacturing Company, and became its vice-president.
In January, 1885, he became its president, lie engaged in the
dock and dredging business, as a general contractor, in 1873, carry
ing it on with his other interests, until the present company was
incorporated. Mr., Crane was married on September 23, 1857, to
Miss Eliza Jane Beyea, of Paterson, N.J.; they have two childrenFrank R. and Charles B. He is a member of Cleveland Lodge,
No. 211, A.F. &A M.; of Washington Chapter, No. 43, R.A.M.;
of Siloain Council, No. 53, R.& S.M.; of Chicago Commandery,
No. 19, K..T.; and of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S. 320. He
has taken the ninety-six degrees of the Egyptian Rite of Memphis,
and is a member of the conclave of the Knights of the Red Cross
of Rome and Constantine.
Daniel Booth, vice-president of the Chicago Dredging and
Dock Company, was born at Staffordshire, England, on December
31, I S 1 7. He went to work on a farm when he was twelve years
old, and remained there six years, his wages for the first year being
one pound and a shilling. After completing his sixth year on the
farm, he was engaged in the work of grading on railroads for four
years. He then commenced taking sub-contracts. In 1841, he
went to France, where he worked on a sub-contract about two
years, under Mr. Brussey, one of the most noted and successful
contractors of the world. In 1843, he came to Chicago, and soon
afterward purchased a farm of eighty acres in Jefferson township,
about nine miles from Chicago, for $2.50 per acre; which he still
owns, having added to it, until he has now over four hundred acres,
finely improved. In connection with his farm work, he took aeon
tract to grade a portion of the North-Western Railroad, when it was
first built. In 1882, he was elected vice-president of the Chicago
Dredging and Dock Company, which position he still holds. He
took an active part in the organization of the C. O. D. Live Stock
Company of Montana, in 1883, which has a capital stock of
$100,000, and he is one of its directors. He was a political officer
of the town of Jefferson for over forty years, holding every office,
with the exception of that of collector and constable. He was
supervisor of that town when Levi D. Boone was mayor of Chicago,
and served for twenty-eight years as justice of the peace, his last
term expiring in April, 1S85; his first commission was conferred
by Governor Bissell. He was a member of the XXVIIIth General
Assembly, for the Seventh Senatorial District. Mr. Booth was
married in August, 1842, to Henrietta Chappel, of Yorkshire, Eng
land, at Poessy, France. They have nine children,— Priscilla,
Josephine, Richard, Daniel, Henrietta, Theresa, Mary, James and
Charles.
Fred Davis, superintendent of the Chicago Dredging and
Dock Company, was born at Gorham, Maine, on July 14, 1839, and
is the son of Josiahand Eunice (Frost) Davis. Is a civil engineer.
In 1854, he went to New York City and was employed in the ship
ping trade for some time, both in the interests of others and on his
own account. He came to Chicago in 1S67, and formed a partner
ship with J. T. Hayden, under the firm name of J. T. Hayden &
Co. They did a general contracting and dredging business on the
lakes and rivers, with offices at Chicago and Buffalo. The name
of the firm was changed, in 1870, to Hayden, Carkin & Company,
and existed until 1875, when they sold out the entire interest.
Soon after this, Mr. Davis went to Russia, where he was employed
in dredging the St. Petersburgh and Cronstadt Canal, remaining
there for several years. In 1881, he returned to Chicago and ac
cepted the position of superintendent and manager of the Chicago
Dredging and Dock Company, which office he now occupies.
Frank R. Crane, secretary of the Chicago Dredging and
Dock Company, is the son of Charles S. and Eliza Jane (Beyea)
Crane, and was born on May 28, 1862. He received his education
in the public schools and the Metropolitan Business College, of
Chicago. In 1882, he commenced work for the Chicago Dredging
and Dock Company, and in 1884, was elected secretary thereof.
William H. Woodbury, treasurer of the Chicago Dredging
and Dock Company, was born at Locke, Cayuga Co., N. Y., on
January 22, 1832, and is the son of Luther and Catharine M.
(Harbach) Woodbury. In 1850, he went to Sutton, Mass., where
he worked on a farm about four years, when he came to Chicago
and engaged in the grocery trade on his own account, which he
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followed with success until 1871. He was afterward employed by
Charles S. Crane in charge of the department of dredging and
dock-building, where he remained until the present company was
established, then becoming its treasurer. Mr. Woodbury was
married in November, 1871, to Miss Stella M. Beam, of Chicago ;
they have two children, William H. and Stella M.
George B. Carpenter & Co., at the corner of South Water
Street and Fifth Avenue, are manufacturers and wholesale dealers
in sundries for mill, railway and vessel use, of marine hardware,
wire, rope, blocks, twines and cordage, and are also ship-chandlers
and sail-makers. The business of this house was established by
George A. Robb, in 1840, only three years after the incorporation
of Chicago as a city. In 1845, Mr. Payson was admitted to the
firm and the name was changed to Payson & Robb. Mr. Payson
retired in 1850, and Gilbert Hubbard entered the firm, the style of
which was then made Hubbard & Robb. After the death of Mr.
Robb, in 1857, George B. Carpenter became a partner in the firm,
and the name became Gilbert Hubbard & Co. This style was con
tinued during twenty-four years, until Mr. Hubbard's death, in 18S1,
and in the course of those years the house advanced to its present
position in the trade, and the name became a familiar one throughout
the West. On January I, 1882, the business passed into the hands
of the present firm, who had been Mr. Hubbard's associates
for a quarter of a century, and George B. Carpenter & Co. have
since cared for the trade, upon the same principles that characterized
the old establishment. From 1859, until the great fire of 1871, the
concern occupied the large iron-front building at Nos. 205-207
South Water Street, immediately opposite their present location.
It was burned to the ground the night of October 9 of that
memorable year, but before the ruins were yet cold, a tent was
erected and Gilbert Hubbard & Co. resumed business. The tent
answered the purpose a few days, until more commodious quarters
were fitted-up from the ruins of an old grain-house at Nos. 14-16
Market Street, which were occupied in November following the
fire. In April. 1872, the business was removed to a capacious
three-story building, one of the largest and best erected after the
fire, located at Nos. 226-32 South Water Street. In 1874, the
erection of the present building was begun, and a year later was
completed and occupied. It is situated on the northeast corner of
South Water Street and Fifth Avenue, and is five stories in height
and one of the best business structures on the street. The upper
story is used as a general storage room. The sail loft is on the
fourth floor and is one of the best and largest apartments of the
kind in the country. The fourth floor is devoted principally to
manufacturing purposes, and presents at all times a busy scene, a
large number of skilled mechanics being employed ; on the second
story is stored a large variety of the lighter class of goods. The
offices and general sales-rooms are on the first floor. In the cellar,
a light, airy and perfectly dry apartment, are stored quantities of
heavy goods.
George B. Carpenter came to Chicago with his father in 1850,
and received his education in the " St. Mary's of the Lake" Aca
demy, destroyed by the fire. His father, Benjamin C. Carpenter,
was prominently connected with the public affairs of the city, both
political and commercial. He was the first president of the Board
of Public Works, and was a member of the old firm of Marsh &
Carpenter, who were among the early packers in the city. His
death occurred in 1881. Mr. Carpenter entered the present firm
in his twenty-third year. Of life he has made a success, and is
justly honored and respected by the thousands who have formed his
acquaintance during his extensive business career.
Gustavus Adolphus Claussenius, son of Henry Claussenius, the Austro-Hungarian consul, was born in New York City,
on March 22, 1854, and came with his parents to Chicago at an
early age. His education comprised a thorough school study,
terminating, temporarily, with a general commercial course at
Dyhrenfurth's College in this city. In 1870, he went to Europe,
and attended Professor Kornemann's celebrated classical schools
in Germany and France, the summer sessions of the institution
being held at Coburg, and the winters at Paris. He devoted two
years to study and travel combined, visiting Switzerland and
Northern Italy, and, returning to Chicago, entered his father's
banking house. He was manager of the institution until 1883, a
term of twelve years, when he went into the general ocean steam
ship passage and railroad ticket business, at No. 76 LaSalle Street,
with C. Brinkmann, who has since left the firm. He was married
on F'ebruary 2, 1878, to Miss Lena T. Brachvogel, the daughter of
Charles Brachvogel, a prominent citizen of Chicago. They have
three children, named Lillie, Minnie and Carl. Mr. Claussenius
is a prominent member of the Germania Masnnerchor, the Chicago
Bowling Club and the Royal Arcanum, in which organizations he
has held many important positions, from time to time. He is a
fine baritone singer, is actively interested in several well-known
quartettes, and is the treasurer of the village of Morgan Park, where
he resides.

294

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

John Estcourt Eari.e, the general western manager of the
Anchor ocean steamship line, is the single agent in Chicago who
signs a through bill of lading from the West direct to British
ports, and has acted in that capacity since May I, 1876. He was
born while his parents, Thomas and Henrietta Karle, were en
route from France to England on a pleasure tour, on February 28,
1842, on the Island of Jersey in the English Channel, and received
his early education at his ancestral home at Gloucester, later com
pleting his studies at Worcester and Bristol. He came to New
York in 1864, the ensuing year engaging with Austin, Baldwin &
Co., and being appointed their superintendent in 1867. Six
years later, he was sent to Chicago as western manager, which
position he tilled until 1876, when he took charge of the Anchor
Line agency, with offices first at No. 96 Washington Street, and
more recently at No. 48 Clark Street. Mr. Earle was badly
injured in the terrible railroad accident which occurred at Ashtabula,
Ohio, on December 29, 1376, in which the lives of many prominent
Chicagoans were lost. He was the only passenger in the smoking
coach who was not killed, and for a time was himself reported
dead, being compelled to remain near the scene of his injuries for
sixteen days in a critical condition. The line he represents, which,
rendered homeless by the great fire, was selling tickets in an
up-town basement in 1871, has had an extraordinary progress under
his management. Mr. Earle was married on June I, 1880, and has
three children ; Myra Mary, Henrietta Kate and Thomas Estcourt.
Alfred Mortensen was appointed general western agent of
the Thingvalla ocean steamship line, in 1881. At that time the
company owned one steamer and, although a direct line between
Scandinavia and New York, operated on a somewhat limited scale.
From that date, the success of the Thingvalla line was almost
phenomenal. Five new steamers were built in four years, and the
Chicago agency, in 1884, sent by that route no less than five thou
sand passengers. Mr. Mortensen was among the first to inaugurate
ocean excursions, sending ten parties to Europe in three years, in
one instance six hundred and eleven passengers sailing in one
steamer. This enterprise on Mr. Mortensen's part, which, in 1885,
was rewarded by the general agency of the Compagnie Generate
Transatlantique, was characteristic of his previous busy career.
He was born near Copenhagen, Denmark, in April, 1843, and is
the son of Knud and Eliza Mortensen. Having received his
education at his native place, he left home at the age of seventeen
and came to America. His first employment was as a laborer
under General John and Daniel Caseman, railroad contractors,
then engaged in the construction of the Philadelphia and Erie line.
In a short time he was made foreman, and directed the building of
the road from Lockhaven to Corry, Penn. At its completion, he
accompanied the contractors to the Par West, and superintended
the construction of the Union Pacific from its inception, in 1864,
to the laying of the last rail three years later. He came to Chicago
in 1867, engaging in a general steamship and railroad ticket
business, and also establishing the European and other small hotels,
near the great emigrant center in North Chicago, which property,
together with his present place of business, he now owns. Mr.
Mortensen is engaged exclusively in the steamship agency business,
controlling the entire western district for two direct lines to Europe,
with his offices at No. 126 Kinzie and No. 101 Clark Street. He
was married in 1S72, to Miss Anna Bothman, and has one child, a
son ten years of age. Mr. Mortensen resides at Lake View, where
he recently purchased the residence of ex- Postmaster Palmer for
$30,000.
Anton Boenf.rt, general western agent of the Royal Nether
lands Mail Line (Rotterdam Line), was born in Eastern Prussia,
on April 4, 1848. His father and mother, Peter and Magdalena
Boenert, were land-owners in his native town, where he received
an education under private tutorship for the purpose of entering
the theological profession; but, after having devoted great attention
to the study in that direction, changed his mind and went into the
mercantile business. From i863 to 1871, he devoted his time to
the legal profession, and during the last year in that period, filled
an administrative position, as secretary to the executive board of
the University of Kiel, Holstein. Two months before the great
fire of 1 87 1 , Mr, Boenert arrived in Chicago, and became em
ployed in the German and Austrian consulates. He was thus
engaged until 1876, when he made a trip to Europe to settle some
private affairs and inheritances. On returning to this city, he
entered into the steamship, banking and real-estate business, at No.
95 Fifth Avenue. Five years later, he removed to 119 East Ran
dolph Street, where he became city passenger agent for the Red
Star and American Steamship lines, which position he abandoned
in 1881, and then assumed the General Western Agency of the
Amsterdam Line, which, after two years' existence, consolidated
with the Royal Netherlands Mail Line (Rotterdam Line). He was
also general agent of the Trieste-American Steamship Line, plying
between New York and the Mediterranean ports, but this line, on
account of great opposition and lack of other means, experienced

but a short existence. Mr. Boenert was married in July, 1871, to
Miss Augusta Uellriegel ; they have two children,—Arthur and
Meta. Mr. Boenert belongs to several societies: has been treasurer
for several years of the Platt-Deutsche Verein von Chicago, and
occupies a high social and business position in the community.
Nils Anderson, general western agent of the White Star
Line, has filled that important position of responsibility and trust
since 1883, and was a resident of Chicago for sixteen years anterior
to that date. Mr. Anderson is a native of Sweden and was born
in the city of Lund, in 1837. He received the rudiments of a thor
ough practical education in his native city, and later entered the
railroad schools of the Government, to prepare for a career as a
railway official. After hisgraduation he was appointed bookkeeper
in this line of service and, later, traveling inspector, which position
he idled for six years. In 1S64, Mr. Anderson came to America,
and for three years was a resident of New York City. In 1S67, he
came to Chicago and took up a permanent residence here. It was
four years later that the White Star Line established its first agency
in Chicago. The office of the company was located on Wabash
Avenue, and was burned out by the fire of 1871. It was re-estab
lished on Market Street, later on Clark Street, then at 120 Randolph
Street, and finally was removed to its present location, -No. 48
Clark Street, in 1876. When Mr. Anderson first came to Chicago
he became identified with the Swedish American, a newspaper
published in this city. Soon afterward, in 1869, he went with the
Inman Line, and for fifteen years was chief clerk in the office of its
western agency. At the same time, from 1877 to September I,
18S4, he published the newspaper named. In 1883, Alfred Lagergren, the old-time agent of the White Star Line,—one of the most
popular and successful steamship lines between New York and
Lis'erpool,— returned to Sweden, and Mr. Anderson was appointed
general western agent of the company. In this capacity, as in his
business as a publisher, he has shown fine executive ability, intelli
gence and integrity, and is regarded as a progressive and represent
ative man in the line of commercial interest in which he is engaged.
His mother is now a resident of this city and his brother Christian
Anderson is an inspector of the Swedish Government Railroad at
Flen, near Stockholm, Sweden. Mr. Anderson was married in this
city, in 1S74, to Miss Emily Glock, a native of Boston, Mass. They
have two children, Eva Ellen and Anna Sophia. Mr. Anderson
is prominently identified with the social and literary associations
of the Swedish people in Chicago, and, during 1868-69, was secretary of the Svea Society.
The Dunham Towing & Wrecking Company was the out
growth of Mr. Dunham's interest in the tug business, in the
spring of 1S85. The business of the company comprises towing
vessels in and out of the Chicago harbor, and the raising of sunken
crafts, etc. Their pumps are used for various purposes, the
Worthington r4-inch pump being employed for water only; the 12inch rotary for water and all kinds of grain; the 8-inch centrifugal,
for water, grain and all kinds of coal not larger than seven inches in
diameter; the 4-inch wrecking and tire pump, on board of the tug
" Mosher," for general work. The tugs controlled by this company
are the " Morford," "A. Mosher," G. W. Gardner,'' "A. Miller,"
" R. Dunham," "J. C. Ingram," " Uncle Sam" and " F. Thieldeke."
J. S. Dunham, president of the Dunham Towing and Wreck
ing Company, was born at Balston Spa, Saratoga Co., N. Y., on
January 31, 1837, and is the son of James and Rebecca (Sears)
Dunham. When he was fourteen years old, he began marine life
as a cook on a vess.l on the Hudson River. The wages paid for
that service in those days were three dollars a month. In 1854,
Mr. Dunham, after serving in various capacities, determined to
come West. He landed in Chicago, and for the succeeding three
years was engaged in the towing line. In 1857, he took the tugs
" G. Mosher "and "A. C. Gunnison" from Chicago to New Or
leans, La., through the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and down the
Mississippi River ; the first crafts of that description that made the
trip at that time. He ran them in that vicinity until 1861, when the
War of the Rebellion began. The Confederates confiscated the
" Mosher," which afterwards was instrumental in causing the flag
ship of Admiral Farragut, the " Hartford," considerable trouble by
towing a fire-rait up to that vessel, which set her afire shortly after
she had passed the forts below New Orleans. Captain Dunham left
New Orleans with the " Gunnison " for Mobile, Ala. A short
time after his arrival he conveyed a company of Confederates from
that point to Fort Morgan, at the entrance of Mobile Bay, when
they occupied the fortifications. From Mobile he went to Pensacola", Fla., and was there arrested as being a Northern man tin
spite of the aid he had rendered the South), and his remaining tug
confiscated. He was sent North, and arrived in Troy, N. Y., in
May, 1861. The " Gunnison " ran between the ground opposite
Fort Pickens, held by Confederate soldiers, and Pensacola, until
Fort Pickens ordered its stoppage ; the order not being obeyed, on
the next trip, the first gun fired by Fort Pickens (luring the Rebel
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lion reverberated over the waters of the Gulf. The shot tore a hole
through the bow of the tug, and she was badly disabled. When
Pensacola was abandoned by the rebels the little steamer was left
to its fate, that of destruction. After remaining at Troy for a
short time, Mr. Dunham went to Philadelphia, and in the winter of
1861-62 built a tug boat, and brought her to Chicago via the New
York and Erie Canal and the lake, and then made this city his per
manent home. Mr. Dunham was married on January 8, 1S68, to
Miss Mary N. Brown, at Ashtabula, Ohio. They have had three
children, one deceased. The living children are Robert and Ella.
Mr. Dunham is a member of Cleveland Lodge, No. 211, A.F. &
A.M., the Historical Society, the Citizens' Association, and a
member of other organizations.
One of the Chicago enterprises, whose source of
product is found in the great lakes, is that of fish-deal
ing. A sketch of the great representative house of the
West is subjoined.
Alfred Booth, senior member of the firm of A. Booth &
Sons, is a son of Benjamin and Margaret Booth, and was born in
Glastonbury, England, on February 14, 182S. He received a thor
ough education. In his twentieth year, he came to this country
and, during 1849-50, engaged in farming near Kenosha. Wis. He
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then came to this city and entered the vegetable and fish trade in
the North and State-street markets. In 1851, he established him
self in the oyster and fish business in the Garnett Building, at the
corner of State and Randolph streets, where he remained for sev
eral years, during which lime he was associated for one year with
Edward Grayson. He conducted a store at the same time at Mad
ison and Dearborn streets, which was subsequently made headquar
ters. As his business increased, he opened other establishments and
packing-houses at Madison and Harrison streets, Sixteenth Street
and Indiana Avenue, Michigan Avenue and Randolph Street, etc.
As soon as the building he now occupies was erected after the great
fire of 1871, he moved into it, and has since made it his headquar
ters and general office. In 1S80, his sons, Alfred B. and William
V. succeeded to partnership interests, and the house has since been
known under the firm name of A. Booth & Sons. Their producing
houses for oysters, fruit and salmon are at Baltimore, Astoria, Ore.,
and Collinsville, on the Sacramento River, California, and their
fish supply principally comes from Monistique and from Escanaba,
Mich. At other points they have similar establishments of minor
importance than those mentioned. This firm is the most extensive
oyster, fish and fruit dealers in the West. Mr. Booth was married
in April, 1849, to Miss Isabella Hews, of Chicago. They have
four children,—Alfred E., William V., Margaret E. and Marian
Alice.
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Having reviewed the circumstances connected with
1872.
This organization, whose measures are watched with 'the re-building of the Chamber of Commerce and the
interest in every market of the civilized world, is more difficulties encountered, Mr. Jones continued :
" And now, Mr. President, in fulfilment of ourpromise made to
ciosely identified with the growth and welfare of the you last
October, nearly one year ago, —that at this time we would
City of Chicago than any other of its many fostering have completed
for your Board of Trade a finer building and a more
and progressive institutions. Having for its designs the beautiful hall than the old one ; and while, owing to the advance in
the price of material and labor, which has raised the cost above that
management and control of the exchanges and com
merce of the city and the Great West, to acquire and contemplated at the commencement, we have spared no pains or
expense to make it a model commercial building ; I, therefore,
disseminate valuable commercial and economic infor
now give you formal possession of this beautiful hall, and in so
mation, and to secure to its members the benefits and doing, permit me to say that I hope that no act of the members of
privileges of an enlightened and equitable co-operation, the Board of Trade will have a tendency to clog the great wheels
it has steadfastly advanced in the achievement of these of commerce which are continually rolling in this city, but that
facility will be given to accelerate the trade that naturally
objects. Neither the war of 1861, the cholera epidemic every
seeks this market."
of 1866, nor the unparalleled conflagration of 187 1,
The response of Vice-President Culver, was histori
were sufficient to hinder its onward progress, the
courage, energy and resources of its members having cal in its character, and therefore is given in full, as
follows :
been equal to every emergency.
"Mr. President : Unexpectedly called upon as I am by the
On October 11, 187 1,—two days after the destruction absence,
of sickness, of Mr. Preston, the president of
of the Chamber of Commerce, with its library, trophies the Boardonof account
Trade, I shall not attempt a speech, and will say only
and valuable papers —the directors met and resolved to a few word in response to your remarks.
" The charter granted by the Legislature of our State to the
reconstruct their building on the old site. The first
work was done on October 14, while the stone and the Chamber of Commerce allows your corporation to own real-estate
an unlimited amount, while the charter of the Board of Trade
brick were yet warm. The first stone in the foundation to
gives our association the right to own real estate of the value not
was laid on November 6, the first brick in the wall on to exceed $200,000—an amount less than the cost of a builuing
December 6, and the first cut-stone on the 12th. In such as was desirable and creditable to our city that our association
exactly twelve months, the new building was completed should occupy. For these and other reasons, in the year 1803, an
was entered into between the two institutions, by the
and formally opened, and the Hoard of Trade installed agreement
of which the Chamber of Commerce was to erect a building
in one of the finest buildings for commercial purposes in terms
for commercial purposes, and having a hall and rooms for the
America. At noon of October 9, 1872, the members of especial accommodation of the Board of Trade.
" For the use of such hall and rooms the Chamber of Commerce
the Board of Trade and invited guests, formed in
procession, headed by the officers of the Board, at the was to receive a specified annual rental for the period of ninety-nine
years. In case of loss by fire of the building, it was to be restored
temporary offices, corner of Franklin and Washington in
as good condition and shape as before damage or loss was sus
streets, and marched east along Washington Street to tained. In compliance with this agreement building was erected,
the Chamber of Commerce. They were formally received and, on the 30th of August, 1865, the Chamber of Commerce gave
by Daniel A. Jones, and being escorted to the main hall,
the following guests, in addition to the officers of the
Board of Trade, were seated upon the platform :
er
Mayor Medill, Judges Drummond, Blodgett, Williams, Booth,
Farwell, Tree, Porter, Wallace, Rogers, Gary, and Jameson; Gen
eral Logan, C. B. Farwell, Ex-Mayor J. B. Rice, General Sheridan
and staff, W. F. Coolbaugh, Rev. R. W. Patterson; D. A. Jones, to the Board of Trade possession of the finest hall used for com
president of the Chamber of Commerce ; George C. Walker, vice- mercial purposes in the country. The event was celebrated in
president ; E. G. Hall, J. L. Hancock, Arthur Carter, D. M. ways thought fitting for the occasion, and the exercises of the day
Pearsons, C. B. Pope, J. W. Town, O. K. Hutchinson, J. T. were participated in by representatives from the different commercial
Brooks, and F. L. Parker, directors; and C. L. Raymond, secretary. bodies of the United States. For six years or more your corporation
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was happy in receiving ample return Tor its Investment, and our asso
ciation was in the enjoyment of a home suited to its means and wants.
Then came that terrible calamity, and in one half-hour was swept
away, by a flame of tire, income and home, and with them was
destroyed the entire business portion of our city. Of that home,
the poet writes :
*' Men clasped each other's hands and said
*The city of the West is dead.' *'
"There were some even of our own number who doubted if
you could build, or we could occupy, so costly a building again.
Hearing such doubts expressed, your directors at once sought to
know if the Board of Trade desired the building replaced. As soon
as the vaults containing the lease and agreement already referred
to could be opened, a meeting of the board of directors of the
Board of Trade was held. The agreement was read, and the fol
lowing resolution was adopted :
" ' Resolved, That this board of directors hereby notify the
Chamber of Commerce corporation, that this board will comply
with the provisions of the lease held from them; and in conformity
with that lease, the Board of Trade hereby require that the Cham
ber of Commerce reconstruct at once their building in as good
shape as it was originally, as it is the wish of the board to occupy
the building at the earliest possible day.'
" But, sir, your corporation needed only to know that the
Board of Trade would willingly carry out the conditions of the
lease, and no sooner were you informed of their action than you
commenced the work, thus speedily brought to a successful
termination. In my opinion, no one thing did more to remove
doubt as to the reconstruction of Chicago than the announcement
made on the very week of the lire, that men were at work on the
new Chamber of Commerce building.
" Inspired by your example, and stimulated by your enterprise,
others promptly followed ; doubts were dissipated, the future was
guaranteed. And now, we behold the result ! On every hand,
edifices more magnificent and more substantial than before.
Having full confidence in the ability and determination of the
directors of the Chamber of Commerce, we expected marvelous
things from you; but, sir, you have more than met our expectation.
You present us, on this, the first, anniversary day of the fire, a
building far exceeding in beauty and solidity the one lost in the
great conflagration of a year ago. To the president and directors
of the Board of Trade it is a source of great regret that circumstances
are such that guests from abroad could not be invited to unite with
us on this day, and witness for themselves what has been done in
our city since that memorable day that we were the recipients of
the world's great munificence.
" Sir, you have expressed the hope that while we are privileged
to occupy these premises none of our members will attempt to block
the wheels of commerce. In this, let me assure you, your hopes
are not more ardent than are those of the president and other
officers of our association. I know I but express their views in
saying that they regard as disgraceful and dishonorable any
attempt to promote one's own personal profit at the expense of the
just rights of others.
" And, sir, I appeal to you and to all others who have the
interests of our city at heart to assist in inculcating just and
equitable principles in trade, to establish which was one of the
avowed objects of the formation of our association.
" The recent action of the Board in providing unusual storage
room for grain, and their still more recent adoption of new rules
for margins on contracts, is evidence of its favoring unrestricted
trade, and condemning all interference with the commerce of the
city. You have appropriately referred to those who have performed
the labor, made and executed the plans of this structure, a structure
which for the use intended is not surpassed in size, beauty, and
convenience, by any on this or on the eastern continent ; your
words and their works do praise them.
"And now, sir, in behalf of the Board of Trade of the city
of Chicago, I do hereby accept as fulfilled the requirements of its
directors, as contained in their resolutions of October 13, 1871, and
in receiving possession of these rooms, I, in the same behalf, return
thanks, not only to the host of men employed in the construction
and completion of this building, but especially to you, their chief,
and to your untiring and enterprising assistant and secretary,
Charles L. Raymond. In this we are not unmindful of that Provi
dence under whose kind care and good hand your work has been
accomplished without loss of life or limb."
Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. R. W. Patterson ;
Mr. Randolph read a congratulatory despatch from the
Buffalo Board of Trade ; Hon. VV. F. Coolbaugh deliv
ered an oration, reviewing the history of the Board of
Trade and Chicago's commerce, and Hon. Joseph

Medill recounted the events of the fire, its results, and
the re-building of the city.
The building was handsomely finished and conve
niently arranged. The building committee consisted of
John L. Hancock, George C. Wright, and Daniel A.
Jones. J. C. Cochrane was the architect.
The last annual April meeting of the Board was
held on the first day of that month, 1871. In the De
cember previous, the rules had been changed so as to
make the year of the association correspond with the
calendar year. The custom of confining the presidents
to one term of office was departed from this year, it
being considered advisable to retain the services of the
president of 1871, till the completion of the Chamber
of Commerce Building. J. W. Preston was accordingly
re-elected to that office, and with him Charles E. Culver
and William N. Brainard, first and second vice-presi
dents respectively.
The directors' report exhibits the financial condition
of the association for the year as follows :
Receipts.
From initiation fees of 141 new members at
$100
$14,100 00
From annual assessments, 1354 members,
at $20
$27,080 00
From visitors' tickets
2,506 00
From interest
—
2,426 11
From miscellaneous sources
3.713 78
$49,885 89
On hand from 1871

_-- 32,981 64
$82,867 53

Disbursements.
For Chamber of Commerce stock
$33,346
For current expenses
20,058
For new furniture
1 1,755
For expenditure on Commercial Building 10,854
For miscellaneous expenses
5.651

25
77
25
00
64
$Sl,665 gt

Balance on hand
$ 1,201 62
Corners.—The first gigantic attempts at wheat anil
pork cornering were made in 1872, but all were disas
trous excepting one, that of William Nelson, who made
$200,000 on his deal.
Changes in Rules.—In September, an important
change was made in the rules of the association, as a
result of a conference of committees from the Chicago
and Milwaukee Boards of Trade, which was designed
to protect both parties to trades against any loss in the

event of the failure of either to meet engagements by
affording means, which, if availed of, would furnish am
ple margins. At a meeting of the Board, Mr. Brainard
had the following substituted for section 9 of rule 1:
On time contracts, purchasers shall have the right to require of
sellers, r.s security, ten per cent, margins, based upon the contract
price, and further security, to the extent of any advance in the mar
ket above said price. Sellers shall have the right to require, as se
curity from buyers, ten per cent, margins on the contract price of
the property sold, and, in addition, any difference that may exist
between the intrinsic value and the price of sale. In case of de
cline of the intrinsic value of any such property, sellers may from
time to time require of buyers additional security to the extent of
any such decline. All such security or margins to be deposited
with the treasurer of the Association, unless otherwise agreed upon
by the parties. In determining the intrinsic value of property un
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der this rule, its value for shipment to eastern or southern markets,
or for manufacturing, shall alone be considered, irrespective of any
fictitious price, it may, at the tinie.be selling for in this market ; and
in case of a disagreement between the parties as to such value, it
shall be determined by the Secretary, or, in his absence, by the
President of the Board of Trade, under the control and approbation
of the Hoard of Directors.
Elli A. Beach, of the firm of Mead, Beach & Co., grain
commission merchants, isa native of Stratford, N. H.; but, coming
West with his father's family in 1852, when but ten years old, he
received his early schooling at Beloit, Wis.; and afterward, on the
removal of the family to Darlington, Grant County, he finished his
school days there with a few terms at the l'latteville Academy. Af
ter leaving school he taught a single winter term to break in a dis
orderly country school, and out of it have grown some of the
pleasantest associations of his life. In January, 1864, he came to
Chicago, and entered the office of David M. Lincoln, the wellknown Board of Trade man and former president of the Board,
and after an apprenticeship of three years he was taken into part
nership, in June, 1867. This proved a profitable business arrange
ment, but, in 1877, the house dissolved and each of the partners
continued in business alone. In May, 1879, a partnership was
formed, composed of Elli A. Beach and Sidney B. Mead, and, later,
they took Henry C. Avery into the company, and the firm has since
done a successful business. His father, Lawrence Clinton Beach,
came West as early as 1836, and like some others who saw Chicago
about that time, would not have stayed in the mud-hole for the
whole South Side. But thinking he had a better thing, he passed
on and helped to erect the first house in Beloit, Wis. His business
East requiring his presence there, he started on horseback, by the
way of Cairo, III., riding the entire distance, as he described it,
" through the loveliest country under the sun." Reaching Cairo,
he went by way of the Ohio River to Pittsburgh, then by stage,
river and canal to Philadelphia, and by sea to New Haven, where
he was born. There he met and married M iss Lucy A. Brockett,
and took her to Stratford, N. H., to reside, where he opened the
well-known Beach House, and became known to the travelling pub
lic far and wide as Captain Beach. For a number of years he
maintained that hotel, and made for it a fame second to none in the
country; it stood upon what was then the great main thoroughfare
between Boston and Montreal, and hence had many competitors in
the business, but everyone would strive to adjust their journeys to
reach this celebrated house. It was one of those old-fashioned
inns, whose prototypes in England Dickens loved to write about ;
and there are numbers of people still living who dwell with delight
upon their reminiscences of the Beach House. There Elli A.
Beach was born, on July 9, 1842, as were several other children,
but in 1S50, the father started with his family for Beloit, Wis.,
taking New Haven on their way. While there, Mrs. Beach died,
and, in 1852, the remainder of the family came West. On both
sides, Mr. Beach comes of old Connecticut families who settled in
New Haven in a very early day. On October 13, 1868, he married
Miss Abbie D. Stillwcll, of Providence, R. I., who, dying in Jan
uary, 18S1, left him with three children, —Annie S., Henry L., and
Clinton S. On December 17, 1884, he was united in marriage with
Miss Ilattie A. Peck, also of Providence. Mr. Beach is a member
of the Memorial Baptist Church, of which he is also one of the
deacons, and for twelve years has been a trustee.
Morris Rosenbaum, the head of the cattle and grain commis
sion house of Rosenbaum Brothers, is a native of Schwabach, Bav
aria. He came to America in the fall of 1850, when only thirteen
years old. His father had preceded the family and settled in Du
buque, Iowa, where he received them on their arrival. It is a good
indication of the excellent character of the schools of Bavaria, as
well as of the precocity of the pupil, that Morris had not only been
well trained in his own tongue, but had also received a fair English
education before leaving his native country. He was therefore al
ready prepared, even at that tender age, to be of great service in
almost any occupation fitted to his years and size. Accordingly he
found immediate employment in a grocery store as a clerk, where
he remained eight years. This was a good practical school and he
must have been a good scholar, for his first business venture was a
pronounced success. With his younger brother, Joseph, he opened
a general store at Cedar Kails, Iowa, having accumulated sufficient
capital to do so. They remained there until 1S65. about seven
years, and made a good deal of money, although they began during
one of the worst periods of depression this country has ever known.
In 1865, they removed to Waverly, la., and began to handle live
stock and grain for the Chicago market. In this they were again
successful and laid up money, and two years after started a bank at
Nashua, Chickasaw Co. It was incorporated under the State law
and had a capital of $50,000. The same year (1867) the people of
Waverly requested them to do the same there, and the Bank of
Waverly was organized, having the same capital. Morris Rosen
baum became the cashier of the Bank of Nashua, and his brother,
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Joseph, that of Waverly. Both of these institutions were prosper
ous, but the field was too narrow, and, in 1874, they sold out their
stock in both banks at $120 and came to Chicago. They at
once opened their present business and have had an unbroken
stream of success. Not, it is true, the same in volume, but they
have never suffered any reverse of fortune or suspended their busi
ness, and have always paid one hundred cents for every dollar of
indebtedness and had money left. The volume of business done
has increased to $10,000,000 per annum, and they have a reputation
second to none in the city in their line. The brothers are of Jew
ish extraction and both members of Sinai Congregation, of which
Dr. Hirsch is pastor. Mr. Rosenbaum was married on October 9,
1871, on the day of the great fire, to Miss Sophia Block, and has
had four daughters; Babette, Stella, Maude, and Alma.
Joseph Rosenbaum was born in Bavaria on April 1, 1838.
His business history has been incorporated with that of his elder
brother, because their lives have been so intimately interwoven that
they could not be separated. They have never had any separate
business interests, but have always acted as a single individual in
all their affairs. Their whole lives have been a modern rendition
of the beautiful narrative of David and Jonathan. Joseph Rosen
baum enlisted in June, 1862, in Co. "B"of the 31st Iowa Volunteer
Infantry, and followed the fortunes of the 151I1 Army Corps until
the end of the War. He was an active participant in all its grand
achievements, from Arkansas Post, Vicksburg, Chattanooga and
Atlanta to the sea, and all between them, until he was mustered
out and discharged with honor at Louisville, in July, 1865. He
was promoted to adjutant near the close of the War, but carried a
musket during nearly the whole period and came home without a
scratch upon either his person or his record. On receiving his dis
charge he at once rejoined his brother at Cedar Falls, and has been
his constant business partner and companion ever since. In 1S73,
he married Miss Emma Frank, a Chicago lady. They have four
children; Mannie, Edwin Stanton, Blanche and Walter. Both he
and his brother are Royal Arch Masons, but have never demitted
from their Iowa Chapter and affiliated in Chicago.
Henry H. Carr is a son of Joseph Henry and Eve Eliza
(Moshelle) Carr, and was" born in La Salle County, III., on June
20, 1844. His ancestry dates back to the original Carrs who were
granted land from the English Government, and settled the State
of Rhode Island. His father was a resident of the State of NewYork during his early manhood, but came to Illinois some years
prior to the birth of Henry Carr. During the year following the
latter event the senior Carr was apprised of his inheritence to prop
erty in New York, and the family returned thither, locating at Sy
racuse, where they resided nine years. They then came back to
this State, taking up their residence in the vicinity of where they
had first located. In 1853, when the line now known as the Chica
go, Burlington & Quincy Railroad was first laid, the senior Carr
succeeded in having a town site laid out between the towns of Au
rora and Mendota. He opened up a general merchandising busi
ness. He succeeded in getting people to locate there, and thus it
was that he became a founder of the thriving town of Sandwich,
De Kalb Co. In 1870, the family removed to Chicago. The son
Henry attended the common schools during his boyhood and assist
ed his father in his business during his leisure hours, and was thus
introduced to a mercantile life. The winter of 1859-60, he attended
Commercial College in Chicago. When the War brokeout Henry
Carr was eighteen years old, but, obtaining the consent of his parents,
he enlisted in Co. " H ," 105th Illinois Infantry Volunteers, for three
years service. Hewas mustered asa private at Dixon, III., and during
the War his regiment was chiefly engaged in the campaigns of the
Army of theCumberland, participating in the battle of Atlanta,march
ing with Sherman to the sea, tramping through the swamps of the
Carolinas, and engaging in many of the most prominent battles in the
Southeast. His corps witnessed the surrender of General Johnston
near Raleigh, N. C; their final battle was at Bentonville, N. C.
After General Johnston's surrender, his corps, with General Sher
man's whole army, marched from Raleigh, N. C, and participa
ted in that magnificent review, by the President and his generals,
of the Army of the Cumberland. From there, returned to Chicago,
and his regiment was mustered out in this city in June, 1865. It
was a part of the First Brigade, Third Division, 20th Army Corps.
Mr. Carr upon coming home from the War, soon after started out to
make his own living, and thereby displayed his independence as
well as energy and thrift. He went to Leavenworth, with the idea
that it would be the future great city of the West. This belief he
did not retain long, for, on January I, 1866, he returned to Chica
go and took a position in Martin O'Brien's art emporium. In the
spring of 1867, he was married, and immediately thereafter he went
to Quincy, 111., with the same ideas of that city's future as he had
previously entertained of Leavenworth. He remained there three
years, connected with the wholesale and retail dry goods house of
W. H, Johnson &Co., occupying the responsible position of headbookkeeper and financial man. At the end of that time, he found
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his opinion of Quincy's future greatness a mere fallacy, and, in De
cember, 1869, he returned to this city. He took a position in the
wholesale department of Field, I.eiter &: Co , where he remained a
short time only. An opening occurred in the firm of K. F. l'ulsifer & Co., and he secured an interest therein, and was engaged with
that commission house for the greater part of six years. The great
fire of 1S71 destroyed his home and all his effects (he at that time
residing on Dearborn Avenue). In rS7f>, he engaged with the firm
of Jordan & Hoge, with whom he remained until March 1, 1S77.
Owing to the arduous duties devolving upon him as manager of
their brokerage and commission business, his health became im
paired and he withdrew his connection and made several trips across
the plains to the Hlack Mills, combining business with pleasure,
with the view of restoring his health. In the fall of 1S77, he en
gaged in sheep raising in Texas, but remained there only one
winter, when he returned to Chicago. He then became connected
with Norman 15. Ream in the grain and commission business. On
January 1, 1884, Mr. Ream withdrew from active connection with
the firm of N. B. Ream & Co., and, on May 15, the firm of H. II.
Carr & Co. was formed, Mr. Ream becoming special partner. In
his last venture Mr. Carr has been eminently successful, and has
built up a business that affords a magnificent revenue annually.
Mr. Carr was married on March I, 1867. to Miss Jennie Hobbs, of
Chicago. They have two children, Lulu Maud and Mabel. Mr.
Carr has been prominently identified with the Young Men's Chris
tian Association for many years, and is now a life member of the
Association. For a long time he was secretary of the committee
on memberships, and has always taken a hearty interest in "all things
pertaining to the advancement of the Association. He is also iden
tified with the Calumet, Indiana, Century and Washington Park
clubs, is a life member of the Karragtit Boat Club, belongs to the
Royal Arcanum, Thomas Post, No. 5, G. A. R., and the Society of
the Army of the Cumberland. He has for a number of years been
secretary of the Grain Receivers' Association. Mr. Carr, although
not a member, has been a constant attendant at Immanuel Baptist
Church, since the advent of Dr. Lorimer.
Norman B. Ream was born in Somerset County, Penn., on
November 5, 1S44, and is a son of Levi and Highly (King) Ream.
The family is of German extraction, his ancestors having emigra
ted from Germany in an early day, and settled in Eastern Pennsyl
vania, and subsequently in Somerset County, where they engaged
in agricultural pursuits. Mr. Ream was brought up on the farm,
and was early taught the habits of industry and economy. His op
portunities for scholastic attainments were only those of the com
mon schools, except a course in a Normal Institute. But he im
proved the opportunities so well, that we find him following the
vocation of a teacher at the early age of fourteen years. He early
developed an aptitude for business, and could not brook the circum
scribed sphere of a farmer's life, and first engaged in taking ambrotypes, in which he was so successful as to win the admiration of
those friends who sought to discourage the enterprise, thus demon
strating that he who would win must enter heartily into any busi
ness enterprise that commends itself to his judgment. By his own
exertions he procured sufficient means to enable him to enter the
normal school at Somerset, the better to prepare himself far busi
ness life. After a brief attendance, he concluded it his duty to
engage in his country's defense, and accordingly visited his parents
and informed them of his conclusions. They were as patriotic as
he, and gave their consent and blessing. Mr. Ream enlisted on
September 1, 1861, and assisted is raising Co. " H, " 85th Penn
sylvania Volunteers, as private, although tendered a commission.
The same spirit of thoroughness which has characterized all his en
terprises was exhibited in his military career, and his proficiency in
military affairs was acknowledged by promotions. At Whitmarsh
Island, Ga., he was wounded on February 24, 1864, and again at
Wearbottom Church, Va., on June 17, following, so badly that he
was incapacitated for military duty, and resigned in August, 1864.
On his return home, he attended the commercial college at Pitts
burgh, and afterward engaged as a clerk in Harnedsville, where he
remained until September, 1866. He then became ambitious to
try his fortune in the West, and located at Princeton, III. He ob
tained a position as clerk in a general store, but, after serving a few
weeks, purchased his employer's stock, and commenced life as a
merchant. Ten months later he was burned out, losing nearly
everything. In January, 1S68, he went to Iowa, and located at
Osceola. He commenced operating in the grain and agricultural
implement business there, and with marked success, until a succes
sion of poor crops rendered his debtors unable to meet their obliga
tions, which caused him to suspend in 1870. Notwithstanding his
temporary reverses, no one doubted for a moment his integrity or
honesty, which at that critical period in his career was of inestima
ble value. In 1871, he came to Chicago, and formed a partner
ship with Mr. Coffman, under the firm name of Coffman iV Ream,
and carried on the live stock commission business. Having an ex
tensive acquaintance with stock-raisers, they made their consign

ments to him, and he quickly regained his former position, applying
the first money earned toward extinguishing the indebtedness of
$15,000 caused by his failure. This he continued to do until he
had paid the entire principal and interest. F'rom the date of his
coming to Chicago, fortune has dealt kindly with him. His rela
tions with the firm of Coffman & Ream continued until 1878, al
though retiring from active connection in 1875, at which time he
became a member of the Board of Trade. He went on the Board
with George C. Ball & Co., of which his name was the company.
In 1877, he withdrew from that firm and carried on the commission
business alone, under the style of N. B. Ream & Co. In 1880, R.
W. Clark purchased an interest in his business, the firm remaining
as N. B. Ream & Co. until 1884, when Mr. Ream withdrew from
active business connection. The firm then became R. VV. Clark &
Co., with Mr. Ream as special partner, and he is likewise connected
with the commission house of H. H. Carr & Co. Upon becom
ing a member of the Board of Trade, Mr. Ream's very first oper
ations were crowned with success, and marked him as a man of
keen perception and excellent judgment. He has conducted some
of the largest operations on the Board, and so successful has been
his career that he is now numbered among the most extensive oper
ators, and ranks, financially, among the millionaires of Chicago.
He has served as vice-president of the Call-Board, his numerous
business interests preventing him from accepting other positions of
a like nature. Since 1S6S, Mr. Ream has been engaged in the stock
business on the plains and feeding stock on his many farms located
in the West. In 1883, he assisted in the re-organization of the
Western Fire Insurance Company of Chicago, of which he was
vice-president until he sold out his interest. Mr. Ream is eminently
a business man, and though retired from active participation in the
commission trade he still retains an interest in dealings on the
Board, and devotes his attention to his private enterprises. His logi
cal mind grasps, as if by instinct, all the intricacies of a business
proposition, which, coupled with his well known energy and dis
patch, enables him to bring matters to successful issues. Mr.
Ream was married to Miss Carrie T. Putnam, a descendant of
General Putnam of Revolutionary fame, at Madison. N. Y., on
February 17, 1876. Mr. Ream is prominently indentified with the
Chicago, Calumet and Washington Park clubs. He has been a
member of the Odd Fellows and Masonic orders for a number of
years, and is at present a member of Montjoie Commandery, No.
53. K.T.
1873At the twenty-fifth annual meeting, held on January
6, 1873, a unanimous vote elected Charles E. Culver to
the presidency, George M. How, who had been put into
nomination by friends without being consulted, retiring
in his favor. The first vice-president for 1872, William
N. Brainard, was continued in that office for this year
in order to give effect to the new rule in that respect,
which provided that after 1874, the second vice-president
should succeed the first by rotation. Howard Priestly
became second vice-president.
The annual elections are held on the first Monday
after the second day of January in each year, and the
elective officers, as above indicated are, a president for
a term of one year, a second vice-president for two years,
and fifteen directors for three years, five of whom are
elected each year. A committee of arbitration, and a
committee of appeals, consisting of ten members each,
and holding their offices for two years, are also elected,
one-half of them each year. The secretary, assistant
secretary afterward provided for), and treasurer are
appointed each year by the Board of Directors. Charles
Randolph was re-appointed secretary, having served in
that position since 1869, and was appointed treasurer.
J. VV. Preston, who had ably performed the duties of
chief executive officer of the association during the
critical years of the fire and the re-construction, was
tendered a special vote of thanks by the Board for his
services, upon his retirement. A vote of thanks was also
tendered to Charles Randolph, secretary, for his untiring
zeal in the Board's interests during this period. This
was a notable departure from the tacitly established
rule of the Board, as well as of all similar organizations,
which preclude the recognition of the services of em
ployes in this manner.
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The assets of the Board of Trade, in 1S72, amounted
to $79,672.50 and at the end of 1873 they amounted to
$121,603.23.
The following is an exhibit of the receipts and
expenditures for the year:
Receipts.
Initiation fees
$42,300 00
Annual assessments
41,300 00
Dividends on Chamber of Commerce
stock
8,524 00
Visitors' tickets
2,78700
Miscellaneous
3,883 00
Total
Balance 1S72

$98,794 00
1,201 62
$99,995 62

Disbursements.
Current expenses.
$39,999 67
Incidental expenses
_
5, 161 73
Market and Annual Reports
0,794 iS
Withdrawals and deceased members - 1,212 00
Payments on Commercial Building
9,112 49
Purchase 400 shares of Chamber of
Commerce stock
35,542 00
Miscellaneous
1,98039
Total
$99,802 46
Cash on hand January, 1874..
193 16
$99,995 62
At the end of 1873, the membership was one thou
sand six hundred and sixty-two, an increase of two
hundred and ninety-eight in the year. The annual
assessment was fixed at $25 per capita, an increase of
$5 on the year previous.
Financial Panic. —The most notable event of the
year was the financial panic of September. The chief
effect upon the Board of Trade operations was the
decline of wheat from $1.10 to $0.90, but as the decline
was gradual it was not sensibly felt. When the minimum
figure was reached, the bears appeared on 'change as
buyers. Were it not for this it is difficult to calculate
where the downward movement would have ended.
The Board of Trade, unlike similar institutions in other
large cities affected by the panic, continued its regular
business sessions. A fact which members of the Board
are even yet proud to refer to is, that not one of its
members was reported to have failed by reason of the
panic.
National Board. —The National Board of Trade
held its sixth annual meeting in this city, in October, at
the Kingsbury Music Hall. The delegates from the
Chicago Board were Charles E. Culver, A. M. Wright,
G. M. How, N. K. Fairbank, W. E. Daggett, E. W.
Blatchford, and J. C. Dore. Charles Randolph held the
office of secretary, and Mr. Culver was elected a vicepresident for the year following. Mr. Culver, on behalf
of the Board of Trade, tendered a formal welcome to
the delegates, and availed himself of this, the first op
portunity since the fire, of thanking the Boards of Trade
and Chambers of Commerce throughout the United

States, through their delegates present, for the assist
ance that had been rendered them and the sympathy
they manifested for Chicago in that calamity. The
matters discussed by the Convention embraced such
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subjects as the bankruptcy laws, shipping interests
and the right of American merchants to purchase for
eign tonnage and raise the American flag ; the advisa
bility of establishing a Department of Commerce and
Trade, under the control of the General Government,
and the creation of a Board of Commissioners of In
ternal Improvements; transportation matters, involving
the opening of a freight line from St. Louis to New
York, connecting with Chicago (a project which origin
ated herej; and the memorializing of the Secretary of
the Treasury and the Commissioner of Internal Reve
nue, with a view to securing full scope and facilities for
the manufacture for export of distilled spirits.
Stock Yards. — The establishment of new stock
yards at East St. Louis, notwithstanding the superior
facilities which that point afforded for reaching South
ern markets, did not divert trade in provisions from
Chicago as many Board of Trade men and prominent
packers apprehended.
Shor t weight.—The matter of short grain-weights
was the subject of a host of complaints to the Board of
Directors during the year. While companies carrying
grain by the water routes furnished ample guarantee of
the delivery of the full quantity received in their bills
of lading, the bills of lading of the railway companies,
which gave no evidence of the quantity or value of
property shipped, furnished no guarantee of such deliv
ery. As pointed out by President Culver in his annual
report, these bills of lading " present a temptation to
misrepresent, and sometimes offer a reward for rascal
ity." A law was passed at the instance of members of
the Board, and approved in April, 187 1, requiring cor
porations in the State receiving grain for transportation
to weigh the same, and to deliver in quantity equal to
that received. This law, though its provisions furnished
ample protection to receivers and shippers as against
carriers, was never enforced, and the Board decided to
call the attention of the railroad and warehouse commis
sioners to it.
New Rules.—In May, a special meeting of the
Board was held for the purpose of making alterations
in the rules of the association. The new rules in refer
ence to the elegibility of applicants for membership and
to fees read as follows :
" Any person approved by the Board of Directors may become
a member of the association, by signing the rules and regulations,
paying the initiation fee and the annual assessment. The initia
tion fee until July 1, 1S73, shall be $100, and thereafter $250.
"Provided, That no person shall be approved by the Board of
Directors as a member of the association, who is not a resident
of, or permanently doing business in, the city of Chicago."
The following important rule in reference to the non
compliance with contracts and the filing of a statement
as to financial condition was also passed :
" Any member of this Association who fails to comply with
and meet any business obligation or contract, may, on complaint
qf any member of this Association, be required to make an exhibit
of his financial condition on oath to the Directory ot this Board,
which shall be open to the inspection of any aggrieved
member ; and should such member, failing as aforesaid,
refuse to make such statement, he shall be expelled from
this Association."
Nathaniel K. Fairbank was born at Sodus,
Wayne Co., N. V., in 1829. He received a common
school education, studying also at home, and at the age
of fifteen was apprenticed to a bricklayer. The year
afterward he -went to Rochester and served his appren
ticeship. Me then entered a flouring mill as bookkeeper,
where he remained several years, and, in 1S55, came to
Chicago, entering the employment of David Dows &
Co., of New York, as their western representative. After ten
years of steady service in this position, he furnished the cap
ital for the construction of a lard and oil refinery, which was
built on the south side of Eighteenth street, just west of the
river. A firm was organized under the caption of Smedley,
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Peck & Co., Mr. Smedley being the practical man and Mr.
I'eck placed there to look after the interests of Mr. Fairbank.
This factory, after doing a successful business for four years,
was burned out in 1866 at a loss of $50,000, and in the fol
lowing year the factory, at the corner of Eighteenth and Wackwell
streets, was erected at a cost $80,000. A little over two years after
the building of the new factory, Mr. Smedley sold out his interest,
and was followed six or seven years later by Mr. I'eck, W. II. Hurnett and (. Sears, who now have an interest in the business, going
in. In 1875, a branch house was built at St. Louis to more con
veniently supply the Southern trade; another was put up at Omaha

COUNSELMAN BUILDING.
in 1883 to do the same thing for the West; and a third at New York,
last year, to meet the eastern and export demand. The Chicago
house has double the capacity of any of the other three, and the
quartet of factories keep a trifle over 1,000 hands busy the year
round. It is only in the last two years that the firm, in its Chicago
and St. Louis houses, has been engaged in the manufacture of soap,
lard and lard-oil having previously occupied its entire attention.

The following table shows the increase in the firm's output year by
year since 1870 :
Year.
Lbs.
Year.
Lbs.
1870.
11,277,711 1878
52,707,652
1879
82,035,733
1871
M.155.299
1872
21,966,631 1880
98.595.563
103,233,000
1873
25,862,155 1881
1874
32.903,780 1882
.,111,847,271
1875
29,312,386 1883
117,726,000
1876
41,956,435 1884
119,533,185
1877
44.761. 321
The output this year, it
is said, will amount to nearly
125,000,000 pounds. The pro
duct of the factories—what is
left of it after supplying the
home market—is exported to
England and the Continent,
India, Australia, New Zealand
and other distant countries,
rendering it to-day next to
impossible for a nomadic Chicagoan to sight-see any for
eign city where white men
dwell without encountering the
resplendent lithographs sym
bolical of the fact that N. K.
Fairbank & Co.'s lard is for
sale in the neighborhood. The
projects which have felt the
sustaining power of Mr. Pairbank's hand are numerous and
very diversified in character.
When the members of the
Chicago Club had been moving
from place to place in search
of comfortable quarters, he
broached the idea of building
a new and handsome club
house, but met with disap
pointing apathy. The times
were not as pood as they
might have been, and no one
cared to invest his money in
real-estate just then. Instead
of being discouraged, Mr.Fairbank declared that he would
build the house himself and
trust to the future prosperity
of the club for repayment.
The result of his resolution is
the handsome building imme
diately opposite to the ladies'
entrance to the Palmer House,
on Monroe Street. The club's
new home cost $135,000, but
while it was in course of con
struction a number of the mem
bers came forward, and before
it was finished $80,000 of the
stock had been taken off Mr.
Fairbank's hands. The re
maining $50,000 he kept, and
holds to-day. It is now a fairly
profitable investment, yielding
about 6 per cent. The club
moved into the new building
in 1876, and in that year Mr.
Fairbank was elected president
of the institution, an office he
has retained ever since. When
the late George B. Carpenter
conceived the idea of building
Central Music Hall, he went
to Mr. Fairbank as the man
best fitted to help push the
scheme through.
The two
figured the matter out and the
plans were left with Mr. Fairbank, in whosedesk they lay for two years, in waiting for a favora
ble opportunity to commence operations. In 1879, the year after Mapleton's first visit to what was then Haverly's Theater, Mr. Fairbank
placed the plan before the public. The city was in the throes of a
grand-opera furor, and the representation that the city sorely needed
a hall like that which now adorns the southeast corner of State and
Randolph streets had a marked effect. Every dollar of the stock was
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placed by Mr. Fairbank, and the building commenced and pushed
to completion with all the speed commensurate with satisfactory
work. The Newsboys' Home also owes its present unincumbered
condition to the efforts of Mr. Fairbank, who, in 1877 and 1878,
threw himself into the work of raising subscriptions for the purpose
of paying off the mortgage on the property : the consequence of
which is, that the institution to day owns, without incumbrance of
any kind, the site recently so largely increased in value by the trans
migration of the Board of Trade to the head of LaSalle Street.
Hrought up a Presbyterian, it was once thought Mr. Fairbank
would become a preacher of that denomination. His pew in the
Fourth Church was rarely empty Sabbath mornings when Professor
Swing occupied the pulpit. On one occasion, when a collection
was being taken up to pay the balance duo on the organ, Mr. Fairbank sent up a note to Professor Swing to the effect that he would
meet any deficiency remaining after the day's collection had been
taken up and added to the fund. The gap amounted to just $1,000,
and a check bridging it over was duly received by Professor Swing
the following Monday morning. When Professor Swing left the
Fourth Church, Mr. Fairbank was one of fifty gentlemen to
guarantee the success of the services at Central Music Hall for
three years, the phalanx agreeing to meet any deficiency that might
arise in the time specified. He is now one of the Board of Trus
tees and a member of the Music Committee. In the latter adjunct
to the services, Mr. Fairbank takes a great interest, being a passion
ate lover of music. The fifty guarantors, it may be said, never had
any deficiency to meet, the church contributing $2,500 out of its
first year's surplus towards the organ, but this naturally does not
render the congregation's appreciation of their action any less
marked. What among his friends is termed one of Mr. Fairbank's
"pets" is the new St. Luke's Hospital. When the project was
set aHoat of erecting a new and fittingly commodious structure on
the site of the old frame one, Mr. Fairbank came forward with a
sum estimated by different parties at all the way from $25,000 to
$50,000 to set the ball rolling. He also went canvassing in aid of
the project and collected a considerable amount in subscriptions.
He is at the present time a frequent visitor at the hospital and
probably its most interested well-wisher. Of the musical societies
which Mr. Fairbank has helped to success, the Festival Association
is a good example, and the sturdy work performed by him in con
junction with Charles D. Hamill in aid of the gigantic festivals
conducted by Theodore Thomas will not readily be forgotten. A
work, too, in which Mr. Fairbank takes a more than passing inter
est is the fish culture of the Northwest, the rivers and lakes of Wis
consin owing a fair percentage of their stock of food for anglers to
his efforts in this direction. Mr. Fairbank has a beautiful country
seat at Geneva Lake, in the shape of a 180-acre farm, whither he
repairs with his family during the scorching midsummer months.
He was married in 1865, ten years after his arrival in Chicago,
and has seven children—four sons and three daughters.
SCHWABACHER & Co.'s COMMISSION MERCHANTS' ROOMS are
a branch of the commission house of J. & M. Schwabacher of New
Orleans. The house was started in 1868, in New Orleans, by Ju
lius Schwabacher and his brother-in-law, A. Hirsch, as Schwa
bacher & Hirsch, and so continued until the death of Mr. Hirsch,
in August, 1882. In 1879, however, Morris Schwabacher entered
the firm, but the name remained unchanged until the death of Mr.
Hirsch rendered it imperative, when it became J. & M. Schwabach
er, in New Orleans (where they have for the past ten years done
the largest business in their line in that city), and, for sake of con
venience, Schwabacher & Co., in Chicago. The Chicago branch
was established in 1878, and is under charge of the senior partner,
Julius Schwabacher, while Morris has the management of the
Southern house. 'The firm handle western produce and provisions,
and supply the Southern market. They are members of the Board
of Trade here and of the Produce Exchange in New Orleans, and
execute orders for their customers in any line, on commission. It
will be seen that the house is an old one, and has long been, as it
still remains, an important factor in the growing trade of our city
with the South. They occupy a favorable location in New Orleans,
on the corner of Magazine and Poydras streets, one of the very
best for their business that city affords, as any one familiar with
the city will at once recognize, and have the confidence, good will,
and largely the custom, of the business men of the city. Their
rooms here, also, are only across the street from the Chamber of
Commerce, and they are recognized as one of the best and safest
houses doing business on 'change. Mr. Julius Schwabacher resided
wme years in Cincinnati, as the representative of his firm, but the
necessities of trade compelled the abandonment of the lesser for
the greater market, and he came to Chicago as before stated.
Julius Sclnuabaeher, the founder of the commission house of
Schwabacher & Co., Chicago and New Orleans, was born in WOrtemberg, Germany, on August 13, 1839. He is the oldest son of
Lazarus and Julia (Kutz) Schwabacher, and came to America in
1855, when but fourteen years of age, under the protection of an
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aunt. His father was a woolen manufacturer and a dealer in for
eign and domestic wool. He went direct to St. Joseph, Mo., and
clerked for a number of years. At the breaking out of the War he
had been in the Government employ as clerk in the post-office at
St. Joseph for two years, and at once joined Major Barry's battery
as sutler. He was afterward attached to the 96th Illinois In
fantry, and followed its fortunes until the siege and fall of Vicksburg, when he obtained a Government license to establish a trading
station there, and did a good business for two years. He then
went to New Orleans, and engaged in the importation of white
goods, laces and embroideries. Selling out that enterprise in 1S68, he
engaged in the general produce and provision commission business.
On March 4, 1S06, he married Nancy Friedlander, the daughter of
Samuel Friedlander, one of the largest cotton factors of New Or
leans. She bore him two children, Florence and Henry, and died
on January 14, 1873. In November 5, 1879, he married Miss
Fmma Loeb, a very accomplished lady, a native of Mississippi and
reared and educated in Europe, who still survives. After his
first marriage, Mr. Schwabacher went to Europe with his bride,
spending eight months in his native land. On his return he brought
his younger brother and present partner, Morris Schwabacher, with
him and employed him in his commission house. In 1877, after
the death of his first wife, he took his two children, and returned
to his native land once more, expecting to remain there, but after
a year's experience in the old ways, he found them once more too
narrow for him, and returned, in May of 1878. He prolonged his
stay somewhat to visit the World's Exposition at Paris. Mr.
Schwabacher is a member of the Sinai Congregation in Cnicago,
the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Standard, a society club. He
is a Mason, and belongs to Cincinnati I-odge, No. 133, also to
Spinoza Lodge, No. 108, IX). B.B. , both of Cincinnati, Ohio, from
neither of which has he ever been demitted.
Morris Schwabacher was born at Wurlemberg, Germany, on
November 5. 1849. He received a thorough education in Germany,
and came to this country, with his brother Julius, in 1866. He was
first employed in the commission house of Schwabacher & Hirsch,
at New Orleans, for several years ; then entered into partnership
with Samuel Meyers, and they established themselves in the gen
eral produce commission business in New Orleans. This partner
ship was dissolved in about three years, and a company formed of
Schwabacher, Frowenfeld & Pfeifer, and he had an office in Chica
go for some years representing that house, which did a successful
business until 1S79, when Schwabacher sold his interest to his part
ners, and became a member of the firm of which his brother Julius
was senior partner. Schwabacher & Hirsch. After trie death of
Mr. Hirsch, he became the resident and managing partner in New
Orleans, and continues so at the present time. Mr. Schwabacher
was married to Miss Nellie, the daughter of Joseph A. Kohn,
of Kohn Bros., wholesale clothiers of this city. In New
Orleans, where he resides, Mr. Schwabacher is quite popular among
his friends and occupies several responsible positions in business
life. He is one of the directors and on the financial committee of
the Germania National Bank, director and chairman of the finance
committee of the Southern Insurance Company of New Orleans,
vice-president of the I larmony Club, and, last year, was vice-pres
ident of the New Orleans Produce Exchange. He is a member of
the Masonic fraternity.
Alexander McDonald Young, the younger brother and
partner of William Young, was born on October 21, 1844, at
Coburg, Province of Ontario, Canada. His father, James Young,
came from Ayrshire, Scotland, about the year 1800, and settled at
Coburg, where he died in 1853, at the age of sixty-five. His wife,
Eliza (Mair) Young, survived him until 1863. At the death of his
father, Alexander, who was a boy of but nine years of age, went to
live with his brother, John M. Young, who was a member of the
firm of John Young & Co., at Montreal. 'The head of the firm was
an uncle, who, besides attending to his produce business, was
commissioner of public works and a member of the Canadian parlia
ment. This firm were among the first to ship a cargo of wheat
directly from Chicago to the seaboard, via Montreal. Alexander
attended school at Montreal until the age of sixteen, when he
entered into the employ of the house, remaining until 1863, when
he joined his brother William, who had established himself in
Milwaukee in 1858. In 1866, he became a partner, and remained
so to the present time. In the month of October, immediately
after the fire of 1871, he came to Chicago, and taking K. W.
Dunham into the company, established a branch of his business
here, placing it under the direction of Mr. Dunham, the broihers,
however, alternately spend a portion of their time here, looning
after the interests of the company, particularly since Mr. Dunham
entered the arena of political life. Although Milwaukee boasts of
the parent house, yet the modest branch is credited with doing ten
times the amount of business annually that the "parent" is able
to pick up. The firm possesses—and practices—the conservatism
in their business generally credited to the Scotch, and during all
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the long and trying years of its existence it has never even been
suspected of being " shaky." They do a strictly commission business
here, but their transactions are often enormously large, and aggre
gate, during any one year, an incredible number of bushels of
grain. At Milwaukee, the house buys and sells on its own account.
Neither of the brothers take any interest in American politics except
as it affects business. Alexander is a very sociable gentleman, a
member of the Chicago Club, also a member and director of the
Milwaukee Club at Milwaukee. He is an enthusiastic yachtsman,
and introduced the first two yachts ever brought to Milwaukee. Mr.
Young was married on December 4, 1867, to Miss Alice Wall, a
Milwaukee lady, who has borne him two children, —Helen R. and
John M.
Jamks M. Wanzer is a commission merchant in grain, seeds,
hay, etc., and a dealer on the Hoard of Trade. He was born on
September 9, 1829, near Fairfield, Conn., and is a son of F.benezer
L. and Esther (Irish) Wanzer, the latter of whom was a member
of the Society of Friends. In 1S35, he was taken by his parents to
Cayuga County, N. Y, , where he received his education and fol
lowed farming until the fall of 1855, when he came West and
bought a farm in McHenry County, this State, near the village of
Huntley. There Mr. Wanzer resided until September, 1865. when
he moved to Chicago, and engaged in the commission business at
No. 60 West Lake Street, where he remained until about the time
of the great fire. The following year he located on South Water
Street, and continued in the sale of butter, eggs, cheese, etc., until
1S73, when his business had assumed such dimensions that he
decided to relinquish the trap business (as it is called) and devote
his attention exclusively to receiving and celling grain, seeds, etc.
This business he still maintains under the lirm name of Wanzer &
Co., composed of Mr. Wanzer, W. II. Chadwick (who has been
interested with Mr. Wanzer for ten years), and George li. liroomell,
a partner for the last three years, who looks after the financial
interests of the firm. In r8Si, Mr. Wanzer was elected a member
of the Common Council of this city, and held the office for one
term. By his efficiency in the administration of his duties in that
position, many needed and important improvements were made in
his (the Thirteenth Ward). In 1854, Mr. Wanzer married tjulia E.
Keese, a native of Clinton County, N. Y.; they had the following
children,—Waiter, Eva G., WiiletsG., Lizzie and Carrie, of whom
Eva and Willets G. are the only survivors. On March 20, 1872, he
was married to Mrs. Mary Tomlinson Finch, of Western New
York, who died in March. 1884 ; there were no children by this
marriage. On July 8, lS8s, Ella A. Badger, born at Chelsea,
Mass., became his wife.
George D. Broomell is a member of the firm of Wanzer
& Co., commission merchants. No. 205 LaSalle Street. He was
born in Chester County. Penn.. on July 27, 1832. and is the son of
John and Letitia (Parry) Broomell. He is thoroughly a self-made
man. He worked on 2 farm during the summer and attended school
in the winter time until eighteen years of age : then was occupied
alternately in teaching and attending schools for three years, dur
ing which time he attended two terms at Whitesboro', N. Y.; was
principal of a Friends' Select School in his native county for two
terms, and had charge of a boarding school in New Jersey for one
term. He then engaged in business for three years, residing most
of the time in Philadelphia. In the spring of 1854, he first came
to Chicago, but returned soon after to Philadelphia, and made sev
eral trips to and from Chicago before he came here, in the fall of
1856, to remain. Soon after locating in this city he was made prin
cipal of the Dearborn School, which was situated where Hershey
Music Hall now stands. He continued in this position until the
fall of 1863, when he engaged for a time in mercantile business.
This venture not proving satisfactory, by invitation of the Board
Education he resumed the principalship of the Dearborn School in
1865, and one year later was transferred to the Haven, a larger and
more important school. After three years of service in this place,
he was elected to the position of Assistant Superintendent of
schools ; being the first person to occupy this position in the city.
He filled the situation one year, when failing health admonished
him that he should seek a position, the duties of which were less
arduous than he made those of assistant superintendent. At his
own request, he was given the position of teacher of mathematics
in the High School, in which he continued till he resigned, in 1S82,
to become a partner in the firm of Wanzer & Co. Mr. liroomell is
naturally well fitted for an educator, being possessed of the fine
sensibilities and quickness of perception, as well as depth and
breadth of thought, so necessary in that vocation, and having been
connected with our schools in their formative period, he had much
to do in shaping our present school system. Aside from his work
as a teacher, Mr. Broomell is probably better known as an advo
cate of the spelling reform than in any other capacity. Being
convinced that the absurd and unphilosophical character of our spell
ing constitutes the greatest obstacle to the education of the masses,
and that phonetic spelling is practicable as well as desirable, he has

advocated this reform from earliest manhood ; and not a few in
dividuals and organizations in this city am/ e/sewhere can testify to
the persistency and ability of his work in this direction. On April
23, 1861, Mr. Broomell married Miss Ellen 15. Chapin. also a
teacher in the public schools, a native of Berksnire County, Mass.,
and a graduate of the Westlield, Mass., Normal Scnool. They
have three children, —Chester C, George D and Francis E. Mr.
liroomell was a member of the Society of Friends until his mar
riage, and subsequently united with the Unitarian Church.
1874.
At the annual election of officers this year there
were three candidates for president, and a spirited con
test ensued. The first clay's balloting resulted in no
choice, but on the next day, George M. How, receiving
532 votes, a majority of all those cast, was declared
duly elected. J. R. Hensley was at the same time elected
second vice-president. The membership of the Board
numbered one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one
names. The annual dues were fixed at $25. The as
sets of the Hoard were found to be as follows :
1050 shares of stock in the Chamber of
Commerce
$96,919 63
Chicago city bonds
10,000 00
Furniture and fixtures
6,658 95
Investment in Commercial Building
23,696 82
Cash on hand
8,558 42
$145,833 82
Receipts.
Initiation fees
$17,250 00
Annual assessments
41,275 00
Interest and miscellaneous
21,957 67
80,482 67
193 16
■
$80,675 83
Disbursements.
Current expenses and salaries - $40,580 S4
Chicago city bonds
10,000 00
Miscellaneous
21,536 57
— 72,117 41
Cash on hand

Cash on hand
$ 8,558 42
Notwithstanding the disastrous panic which swept
over the country in the fall of 1873, the general trade
and commerce of Chicago during the year 1874 was
satisfactory. While the depression in business was
clearly manifest, the amount of agricultural products
handled, although slightly less in volume than the year
previous, was greater in value. In May of this year,
the Produce Exchange was organized. Its membership
is composed of dealers in the minor agricultural pro
ducts, such as butter, eggs, poultry, etc. Co-operation
and concert of action in dealing in this class of products,
thus inaugurated, has resulted in the continued and suc
cessful operation of this Exchange.
The power of the Board, under its by-laws and reg
ulations, to discipline its members, was confirmed this
year by repeated decisions of the courts.
Transportation.—The entering into the city of
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, in November of this
year, thus opening up a new line of transportation east,
was a subject of much congratulation to those interested
in legitimate competition in rates of freight. As a part
of the history of the transportation question, it may be
as well to mention that it was during this year that a
bill was introduced in Congress providing for the con
struction of a ship canal from Hennepin, on the Illinois
River, to the Mississippi River. The project has ab
sorbed a large portion of public attention since that
time.
David W. Irwin, of the firm of Irwin, Green & Co., com
mission merchants in grain and provisions, is the son of Vi'. P. and
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Mchitable Irwin, and was born at Sodus, N. Y., on December 14,
1 S30. The members of the Irwin family are rare examples of stead
iness of purpose, as found in characters of sterling integrity and
great talent in a commercial way. His brothers, Theodore, of
Oswego, and William P., of Albany, N. Y., are men of remarkable
ability and foresight, having begun at the lowest rung of the ladder,
and, through their own exertions, have won their way to the fore
most rank of business men, and are honored, and respected whereever known. They are both at the head of extensive business and
commercial interests. David remained at home, and was engaged in
securing an education and operating in farm produce until 1848,
when he finished his studies by a collegiate course. In 1852, he left
home for Newark, N. J., where he entered the grain trade in the
employ of A. T. Hlackman, with whom he remained two years, but
afterward spent some time in Canada as grain-buyer. During the
month of December, 1853, he came to Chicago, and purchased all
the old corn he could procure about the city during the following
winter, and extended his operations by buying large quantities in
the country, principally in the neighborhood of Morris and Henry,
this State, for which he paid New York currency, as all Western
money was at a discount. This venture proved highly remunera
tive. He continued in the grain business here until 1858, during
which time he bought and shipped large quantities of wheat to the
Oswego Mills (N. Y.) and other points. Close application to busi
ness injured his health, and he left the inclement weather of our
lake region for the milder climate of the Hudson Valley. He spent
the winter of 1.350,-60 at Albany, N. Y., where he bought the greater
part of the Van Rensselaer farm, in connection with his brother
William P., and erected an elegant residence, built barns, and im
proved the property by setting out fruit and ornamental trees. The
brothers also built, for renting, a number of residences, also a fine
school-house. In 1862, Mr. Irwin returned to Chicago, and became
an active member of the Board of Trade, of which he is one of the
oldest. He served as a director and was one of the board of man
agement for erecting the new Hoard of Trade Building, which was
completed in 1885, and has been a local director of the Canadian
Hank of Commerce since its agency was established here. He
is one of the oldest grain commission merchants in this city, and
has successively been a member of the following firms : Hlackman
& Irwin, D. W. Irwin & Co., Irwin, Orr & Co., and at present of
Irwin, Green & Co. The latter firm is comprised of A. W. Green
and Charles D. Irwin. Mr. Green has been associated with Mr.
Irwin since 1866. Mr. Irwin has made an enviable record during
his long career as a business man, and is self-made in every respect.
I lis charities and deeds of benevolence are in keeping with a
Christian heart, and are too numerous to be mentioned in detail.
Mr. Irwin was married on August 2S, 1856, to Miss Harriet L. Nash,
grand-daughter of Judge Byron Green, of Wayne County, N. Y.,
one of the four men who established the Board of Foreign Missions
at Williamstown, Mass., and a member of Congress during Van
Buren's administration. They have two children, —Charles D. and
Elizabeth H.
Henry H. Aldrich was born in Cass County, Mich., in
1840, and was educated in that State, remaining there until 1S61.
In that year he joined the Army as private in the 6th Michigan In
fantry, the first regiment that marched into New Orleans, under
General Benjamin F. Butler, after its capitulation. In 1863, he
received the appointment of hospital steward, but only wore the
caduceus for a short time, being appointed first lieutenant and
regimental quartermaster, serving for some six months as post quar
termaster at Port Hudson, Miss. In 1864, he resigned, and was
then chief clerk for Captain I.. W. Perce, chief quartermaster for
General W. T. Sherman, during the siege of Port Hudson, and who
was district quartermaster at Natchez. Miss. After the close of the
War he occupied the responsible position of paymaster's clerk, and
paid off troops at Springfield, 111., and Indianapolis, Ind. Heoccupied this position until April I, 1S66, when he came to Chicago and
went into the commission business, and was for eleven and a half
years engaged with Wiley M. Egan. He became a member of
the Hoard of Trade in 1874, and was for two years on each of the
Committees of Arbitration and Appeals. He went into business on
his own account on January 1, 1882, and during his whole career
has become thoroughly identified with the energetic and honorable
class of Chicago's businessmen, retaining the exactitude and probity
that made him a successful paymaster's clerk, and exhibiting those
qualities in all his commercial life. Mr. Aldrich was married, in
1S79, to Mrs. E. J. Mackenzie, of Springfield, 111.
John W. Hepburn & Co. —This is one of the leading broker
age firms on the Board of Trade. Mr. Hepburn, now the sole
member of the company, was born at Columbus, Ontario Co., On
tario. He was educated in Canada, and, in i860,, moved to Rockford, I1L During his residence at Rockford, he was, for two or
three years, engaged in the dry goods business ; then, for three
years, he was assistant cashier of the People's Bank; and for the
next five years he was with Emerson, Talcott & Co., agricultural

implement manufacturers, in 1SS0, he came to Chicago as confi
dential clerk for Charles Ray & Co., of Milwaukee, who had an
office at No. 78 LaSalle street. lie had charge of their office work
until January I, 1882, when they retired from business in Chicago.
At this time, Mr. Hepburn formed a co-partnership with Charles
H. Smith, under the firm name of Hepburn S: Smith. This firm
continued until April, 18S4, when Mr. Smith retired, and Mr. Hep
burn moved from No. 78 LaSalle Street to No. 162 Washington
Street, since which time he has been alone in his business.
Israel Parsons Rumsey, of the firm of Rumsey & Buell, com
mission merchants, is the son of Joseph E. and Lucy (Ransom)
Rumsey, and was born at Stafford, Genesee Co., N. Y., on Feb
ruary q, 1836. Until he was thirteen years of age, he attended
the district schools, afterward taking a four years' course at the
Bethany Academy, where he graduated with honors. He began busi
ness life at Buffalo, N. Y., with the firm of Howard & Whitcomb,
wholesale and retail dry goods, receiving $25 per month and board
for his first year's work. He remained with the firm until his
twenty-first year, and then came West, with the determination of
making his fortune west of the Mississippi River, and brought up
at Dubuque, Iowa, where he engaged with the hardware firm of
Hitchcock & Brother. During the panic of 1857, the firm placed
their stock in the hands of a Mr. Smith, a relative of his employers,
who discharged several of the employes but retained young Rumsey
at a nominal salary, with the view of holding him until business be
came settled. His determination to remain West prevented him
from following the many who were daily departing for their Eastern
homes, and for a livelihood he carried a morning delivery of one
of the daily papers, The Gate City, which necessitated him to arise
at one o'clock in the morning and work until six o'clock. Shortly
afterward, Mr. Smith placed the store in his charge, and as mana
ger he engaged his late employers as clerks. In the following
spring, he was directed to move the stock to Chicago, which he did.
placing it in a building at the corner of Quincy and Clark streets,
and subsequently relinquished his position to engage with Flint &
Wheeler, commission merchants, with whom he remained until 1861.
He was active in the organization of Taylor's Chicago Battery, upon
the first call of President Lincoln for troops, and was elected junior
second lieutenant. He was present at General Grant's first battle,
at Belmont, Mo., and at Fort Donelson was detailed for statT duty
with General W. H. L. Wallace, with the rank of assistant adjutantgeneral. At the battle of Shiloh, he was with General Smith when
that brave officer met his death, and was detailed by General Grant
to accompany the remains to Ottawa, 111. Upon his return to his
command, he was promoted to senior second lieutenant. He par
ticipated in the operations before Arkansas Post, Yicksburg, Mem
phis, etc., and took part in all of the engagements of General Sher
man's army until it reached Atlanta, Ga., during which campaign
he was appointed captain of the battery, which he commanded until
mustered out in 1S64. Returning to Chicago, he went into the
commission business with Spruance, Preston & Co., and in the next
year began business of Hour brokerage, at No. 92 Washington
Street, which he subsequently changed for that of receiving. Since
1S65 he has been engaged in his present line of trade, his connec
tion with A. C. Buell dating from the year 1882. Mr. Rumsey was
recently elected president of, and has been active in supporting the
work of, the Citizens' League, to which organization he has lent
largely of his influence and means. Mr. Rumsey was married, on
June 15, 1867, to Miss Minnie M. Axtell, of Hatavia, N. V. They
have five children,—Juliet L., Lucy M., Henry A., Minnie May
and Wallace D.
William R. Linn, was born in March, 1850, in Butler County,
Ohio. When quite young, his parents moved to Terre I laute, Ind.,
where he was educated. He came to Chicago in 1867, and was
for five years employed by Linn & Reed, commission merchants,
his father, M. G. Linn, being the senior member of that firm. In
June, 1S75, he became a member of the Hoard of Trade, and has
since carried on a large general commission business. He is a mem
ber of the Chicago and Calumet clubs and of the Citizens' League.
George W. Murison was born at Milwaukee, Wis., on Janu
ary 13, 1853, ami received his education at the Milwaukee Academy.
He came to Chicago in 1870, at the age of seventeen years, and
shortly thereafter entered the employ of the First National Hank,
under Lyman J. Gage, with whom he remained eight years. Dur
ing his relations with this bank, he rose from a very subordinate
station to one of the most responsible positions. On November
10, 1879, the day that General U. S. Grant came to Chicago, after
his tour around the world, Mr. Murison entered into partnership
with F. P. Erskine, under the firm name of Erskine & Murison,
commission merchants in grain and provisions on the Chicago
Hoard of Trade. Mr. Erskine had been in partnership with Mr.
Murison's father, the firm then being Murison & Erskine, which
partnership was dissolved by M r. Murison's death in 1876. The busi
ness association of Erskine & Murison continued until May 1, 1882,
when it was dissolved by mutual consent, and the lirm of Murison
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& Steele formed. This firm lasted until May I, 1884. since which
time Mr. Murison has been alone. He is one of the keenest and
most alert business men on the Hoard. Although a young man, he
is widely and favorably known throughout commercial circles for his
energy, foresight and thorough reliability to carry to a successful
completion whatever he undertakes. An excellent physique enables
him to endure an amount of exertion and fatigue that would inca
pacitate a less hardy man, and his business ability always turns his
energy in the right direction. Mr. Murison became a member of
the Board of Trade in July, 1S76.
1875The membership of the Board had increased to one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one names. Previous
to the raising of the initiation fee, on March 18, from
$250 to $1,000, two hundred and fifty-four members
were admitted. The rule allowing the transfer of
memberships subject to the approval of the Board, was
adopted, under which one hundred and forty-two trans
fers occurred. The yearly assessment was fixed at $20.
The assets remained the same.
RECEIPTS.
Initiation fees
$63,500 00
Annual assessments
46,275 00
Interest and dividends
12, 118 90
Clerks' tickets and miscellaneous ... 18,163 76
Cash on hand January I, 1875.. 8,558 42
$148,616 08
Disbursements.
Current expenses
$22,405 98
Salaries
14,168 03
Miscellaneous
7,444 10
Extraordinary expenses, attorneys
fees, etc
21,805 50
Paid for stocks and bonds
37,962 50
Reports, etc
12,040 So.
116,727 00
Cash on hand,
$ 31,889 08
The year 1875 was full of complaints of hard times,
and there was a stagnation of business, which was the
result of former extravagant expenditures, the undue
pressing of credit, and speculation beyond the limits of
prudence or sound financial economy. The movement
of produce fell off somewhat, and although trade gen
erally was not so active as formerly, Chicago had its
full share. While the yearly exhibit shows a decrease
of seventeen and one-half per cent, in the volume of
the produce trade as compared with 1874, an increase
of seven and one-half per cent, was gained in the
wholesale trade. The continued increase in speculative
trading, although noteworthy, did not lead to any dis
astrous corners. The adoption of the rule by the Board
that no member should be disciplined because he re
fused to pay ficticious damages, had a marked effect
upon attempts to manipulate the markets in this way.
Charles L. Hutchinson was born at Lynn, Mass., on March
7, 1854, and came West, with his parents, when only two years of
age. lie received his education in this city, graduating from the
High School in 1S73, and immediately entered upon his business
career with his father, B. P. Hutchinson, a Chicago millionaire,
well known as one of the leading business men and real-estate own
ers of this city. Charles I., is the eldest son, and will eventuallv
succeed to his father's varied and important business enterprises.
To make him competent to handle such large interests, his busi
ness training has been as follows: One year in the grain business,
one year in the packing house, then he entered his father's banking
house, going faithfully through every department until he became
cashier. He is a very promising young man, and entirely worthy
of the confidence intrusted in him, and has, in addition, the respect
of the business community of this city. Mr. Hutchinson is a very
strong l;niversalist, and is the superintendent of the Sunday-school
at St. Paul's Church. In 1881, he married Miss Frances Kinsley,
daughter of H. M. Kinsley.
Edward S. Washburn, of the Board of Trade, is the resi
dent partner and manager of the Chicago branch of the extensive

New York commission firm of Field, '-'ftd/ey & Co., buyers and
sellers and exporters of grain, flour ,in</ provisions. The house
was established in New York City on May 1, 1879, anil the Chi
cago branch opened on the same day. The firm is composed as
follows: General partners, Edward M. Field, Daniel A. Lindley,
Pope C. Tefft, John P. Truesdell and Edward S. Washburn ; spe
cial partner, Cyrus W. Field. Mr. Washburn established his resi
dence in Chicago in 1881, and has resided here ever since.
Wheeler, Gregory & Co.—The business of this firm was
started in 1874, by O. H. Roach and William B. Andrews, at the
same office in which the firm of Wheeler, Gregory & Co. is at pres
ent located. The firm was then known as Roach, Andrews & Co.
It so continued until 1SS1, when J. F. Wheeler and Walter D.
Gregory were admitted to partnership. In 1882, Mr. Roach re
tired, and the constituency of the firm was so changed that Messrs.
Wheeler and Gregory became the general members of it, with Mr.
Andrews as special partner, under the firm name of Wheeler,
Gregory & Co. The business, which started in 1874 with nothing,
has continually grown, until now it sometimes reaches, in commis
sions, $1 25, (xxi a year.
William B. Andrews, the special partner of this firm, was
born in 1830, at Winsted. Litchfield Co., Conn., a manufacturing
town, delightfully situated on Mad River, at the outlet of Long
Lake. Here he lived during the first twenty-two years of his life,
and received an excellent common-school education. In 1852, he
went to California, and located at Forest City, establishing himself
there in mercantile business, packing and shipping large quantities
of goods to mining districts. In 1S55, he returned to the East, set
tling in New York City, and becoming employed in the dry goods
trade. In 1857. he returned to his old home in Connecticut, and
engaged there in the dry goods trade, w hich he carried on exten
sively until 1S63, when he came West, settling in Quincy, 111., and
carrying on there, exclusively for a few years, the dry goods trade,
but, disposing of the same, engaged in the wholesale grocery busi
ness. After the great fire of 1871, he sold out his business in
Quincy, and came to Chicago, and by close attention has been more
than ordinarily successful in acquiring a competence.
J. F. Wheeler, senior member of this firm, was born at
Quincy, 111. His father was John Wheeler a native of Yermont,
who moved West to Quincy in 1S34. J. F. Wheeler commenced
business as clerk in his father's dry goods store, at Quincy, at the
age of sixteen, and has been in business ever since. For some
years he was with the firm of Ladd, Wheeler & Co., his father as
special partner, after which he went into the dry goods business
with his brother. Then, for some years, he was in the retail, and,
still later, the wholesale grocery business, with William B. Andrews,
special partner of the present firm of Wheeler, Gregory & Co. In
1S73, he came to Chicago, and, in 1881, became a member of this
firm. He has been a member of the Board of Trade for about nine
years.
Walter D. Gregory, junior member of this firm, is a native of
Buffalo, N. Y. His father, Daniel Gregory, left Buffalo and went
to St. Louis, moving to Chicago in 1S65. Walter D. Gregory then
attended the city public schools and high school, and, later, the
Chicago University. For some time after leaving the University,
he was clerk for J. M. W. Jones, then bookkeeper for Dugan, Case
& Spears, from 1872 to 1877. He was then with II. D. Spears &
Co. one year, and after this was with Crosby & Co., as trader on
the floor of the Hoard. In 1881, he became a member of the firm
of Wheeler, Gregory & Co. Mr. Gregory became a member of the
Hoard of Trade in 1875, and of the Committee of Arbitration in
1SS2. During 1883, he was second vice-president of the provision,
grain and stock call-board.
John G. Beazley, junior member of the firm of George Stew
art & Co., was born at Belfast, Ireland, on June 28, 1S43. His
father was a custom-house officer at Belfast during the whole of his
active life, and still survives, at the advanced age of eighty-three,
supported by a liberal pension from the British government. His
mother's maiden name was Ann Meade. She was the mother of
nine children, whom she carefully reared in the Episcopal faith.
John G. was the second child, and received a common-school edu
cation, supplemented by the occasional advantages of private tutors.
He left school at the age of sixteen, and spent a few months in
travel on the Continent. Returning, he entered a law office in
Belfast, intending to study law, but at the end of two years, when
about eighteen years old, chose commercial life in preference, and
entered a business office. In 186S, when twenty-six years old, he
landed in New York, where he remained for a year and a half, and
then came on to Chicago. Here, he entered the employ of George
Stewart, his present partner, as his bookkeeper. This was in 1870,
and. after four years' service, a partnership was formed, under the
style of George Stewart & Co., which still continues. Since 1S74,
Mr. Beazley has been a member of the Board of Trade, and was a
director for three years. Aside from his membership in the Iro
quois Club, he belongs to no public or private club or institution
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whatever. On June 23, 1874. he was married to Miss Jane A. Fennimore, a Chicago lady, by whom he has had four children, three of
whom still survive,—two daughters and a son.
Edward de Cormis Loud was born at Philadelphia, Penn.,
on December 18, 1840, and is a son of Joseph E. and Rachel
(Pluright) Loud. His father, who is still living, was of the wellknown firm of Loud & Brother, piano-forte manufacturers of Phila
delphia. His grandfather, Thomas Loud, while in the British
army, was taken prisoner, and became of age while confined in the
Trenton Jail, during the war of 1812. His mother was a descend
ant of Caleb Pusey. a partner of William Penn, some of her ances
tors being refugees to this country from the massacre of St.
Bartholomew ; another branch of the family being the Walravens,
who landed at Plymouth Rock with the Pilgrim fathers. Mr. Loud
received his early education at the Episcopal academy at Philadel
phia, and graduated at the age of seventeen from Saunders's French
Institute of that city. Soon after leaving school, he began the career
to which he has ever since inclined, that of buying grain, which he
continued to within a few months of the spring of 1861, when he
enlisted as a private in the Commonwealth Artillery of Pennsylva
nia, under Captain James Montgomery, and served until August of
the same year, when he received his discharge. In December,
1861, he was mustered in as first lieutenant of Battery " H," 2d
Pennsylvania Artillery, and was afterward promoted senior first
lieutenant, and subsequently to the command of the battery, and
detailed as instructor of artillery of regiments at the defenses
of Washington, D. C. Later, being on sick leave, he was detailed
as an assistant (in charge of deserters, convalescents and stragglers)
to the provost-marshal of Philadelphia. Regaining his health, he
went to the front in command of his battery, participating in the
battle of Cold Harbor, and the battles at the siege of Petersburg.
On June 27, 1864, he was taken prisoner in front of Petersburg,
and confined under guard at that place ; then removed to Libby
Prison, thence to Lynchburg, Va., thence to Danville, thence to
Charlotte, N. C, thence to Columbia, S. C, thence to Macon, Ga.,
thence to Savannah, Ga., thence (under a fire of Union guns in the
jail-yard at Charleston, S. C.) to the yellow fever hospital on
Ashley River, thence to Camp Sorghum at Columbia, S. C, and
from there sent north on parole on December 9, 1864, on the steam
transport " Crescent," arriving at Annapolis, Md., about December
16. On June 18, 1865, his term of service having expired, he was
discharged, and the following year was appointed captain and aidede-camp of the Fourth Brigade, First Division of the National
Guards of Pennsylvania, lie subsequently received the appoint
ment of major and brigade inspector, and, later, major and assist
ant adjutant-general of the same brigade, which position he resigned
in December, 1866. His service in the State forces commenced at
the beginning of the year 1876, when he was appointed major and
inspector of the First Brigade, resigning in June of the same year.
In the December following, he was commissioned brigadier general
of the Second Brigade, First Division of the National Guards of
Pennsylvania, and, in July, 1877, was ordered to Pittsburg, to par
ticipate in quelling the railroad riots, taking a part in all troubles
there and in the coal region. (See report of Committee of Investi
gation of the Legislature of Pennsylvania.) He resigned his com
mission in August, 1877, and is at present aide-de-camp to the
commander-in-chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, is a mem
ber of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States,
and is ex-president of the Prisoners-of-War Association of Chicago.
Mr. Loud's relations to business have always been of a commercial
nature, he having turned his attention to the grain markets early in
life. In July, 1865, he engaged as a clerk with L. G. Graff & Co.,
of Philadelphia, and, in 1867, was admitted to a partnership in the
concern, and, subsequently, Mr. Graff retiring, the firm was made
Dickson, Loud & Co. In 1877, Mr. Dickson retiring, Mr. Loud
associated with him Mr. Moore, the firm being Loud & Moore, and
so continued for one year. On the dissolution of this partnership,
he associated himself with Hancock, Grier & Co., of Philadelphia,
New York and Peoria, remaining with them until March, 1883,
when he opened their branch house in Chicago. In January, 1884,
he went into, and still continues, business alone, making a specialty
of buying car and cargo lots of grain, for Eastern account, in which
particular branch he is one of the heaviest dealers in Chicago. He
is a member of Union Lodge, No. 121, A.F. & A.M., of Philadel
phia, and of Post No. I, G.A.R., of the same city ; also of Illinois
Commandery, Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States. Mr. Loud was married, on April 8, 1869, to Miss S.
Annie Warden, of Philadelphia, who died in November, 1876.
Mr. Loud has one child,—Mary W., eleven years of age.
1876.
The number of members reported this year was one
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, and the yearly
assessment was $20. No new members were initiated,
2')
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but there were one hundred and sixty new members
admitted by approved transfers. The assets of the
association amounted to $167,841.16.
Receipts.
From annual assessments
$36,840 00
Sale of tickets and transfers of mem
bership
-- 19,170 00
Interest, rents and premiums
. 17,223 19
Cash on hand
Disbursements.
Rent, heating and water
Salaries, including elevator
Purchase Chicago city certificates
Foracct. of Commercial Building
Market reports and telegraphing
Incidental expenses and repairs
Annual reports and miscellaneous

$73,233 19
31,889 08
$105,122 27
$22,291
19,846
25,000
11.324
6,515
3,241
9,966

73
82
00
59
32
75
06

$98,186 27
6,936 00
$105,122 27
The year's business was more or less affected by the
fact that it was not only the Centennial year, which was
generally observed by making patriotic pilgrimages to
the great exposition at Philadelphia, but that it was the
year for the Presidential election, which invariably has
a disturbing effect upon the finances and business of the
country. Besides this, the embarrassments resulting
from the long depression which had existed in commer
cial and industrial pursuits, were not yet recovered from,
or the reasons therefor removed. The year's business,
however, was not without its encouragements and favor
able aspects. There was a falling off in the receipts of
wheat of nearly seven million bushels, but a surprising
increase in corn receipts of eighteen million bushels.
The aggregate receipts of grain and live stock, however,
were greater than in 1875. The wholesale trade was
not equal to that of the last year by four per cent.
The manufacturing interests, outside of the packing
business, also shows a material decline, notwithstanding
the shrinkage in the price of the raw material, and of
labor—wages having fallen off eleven per cent. The
year is noticeable for the fact that the rates of trans
portation for the greater portion of the time were lower
than ever before. The combination, which existed
among the leading railway lines at the beginning of the
year, came to an untimely end at the opening of lake
navigation, when a war of rates commenced which was
continued with unabated vigor throughout the year.
The nominal rate to New York and other eastern ports,
was 20 cents per 100 pounds on grain and fourth-class
freights, and forty cents per barrel on flour, but even
these unprecedentedly low rates were further reduced at
times to as low as 14 cents per 100 pounds on grain. West
bound freights were still lower. These extremely low
railway rates so interfered with freights by water that
there was no profit in the lake-carrying interest. Medium
sized vessels were practically forced to abandon the
trade, many of them having remained at their docks the
whole year.
Court Decisions. —An important question was ad
judicated by the Circuit Court in regard to the right to
demand relief from suspension, by a member of the
Board, who had been suspended for failure to fulfill
commercial contracts, but who had subsequently applied
for and obtained a discharge in bankruptcy. The court
held that such discharge was not a satisfactory adjust
ment and settlement of the obligations of the bankrupt
as contemplated by the rules of the Board.
Cash on hand
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The question also of the liability of a member's stock
to be levied on for his debts, or to garnishment, was also
decided this year, the courts holding that it is not so
liable. The United States District Court had previously
held that these memberships were not properly liable to
be scheduled by a bankrupt, but a personal franchise.
» James M. Bryant was born on January i, 1823, near Lancas
ter, Garrard Co., Ivy. His grandfather, John Bryant, was a Vir
ginian, and a civil engineer by occupation. John went to Kentucky
in 17S4, when that State was a portion of the territory of Virginia.
He there surveyed and entered two tracts of land, of one thousand
acres each, near Lancaster, taking patents in the name of his father,
James, who then resided in Culpepper County, Va. John Bryant
several years afterward made Kentucky his home, and married
Mary, daughter of Thomas Owlsley; he settled on the lands he had
previously entered, and lived there until his death in 1S33, from

BRYANT BLOCK.
cholera. His widow, Mary Owlsley Bryant, survived him for many
years. James G. Bryant, the father of James M., and the latter,
were born on the lands above mentioned. In the brief biographical
sketch given of James M. Bryant, on page 334, volume II, of this
History, some chronological errors occurred. The year of Bryant &
McCampbell's heaviest business transaction was given as 1853-54,
when it should have specified the period as being from July, 1880,
to July, 1881. The date of the building of the Bryant Block
should be 1872, instead of 1S65, and the name of Mr. Bryant's first
wife was Sarah \V. Leavell, in lieu of Leavitt. James M. Bryant may
properly be placed with the leading merchants of this or any former
age; with the aid of telegraph his business has swelled to an amount
seemingly fabulous. He has perfect health, a strong physical frame,
and his main characteristics are indomitable energy, order, quick
ness of perception, and readiness to execute. He is always driving
his business, and not waiting to be driven by it. The order and
smooth movements of his firm's vast trade are due to his execu
tive ability. Mr. Bryant spent his youth in Kentucky until he was
thirty years of age, coming to Chicago as early as 1854, when the
population was about 75,000. Being of a retiring disposition and
a hard worker, he has not sought to make a very large circle of ac
quaintances.
Edward W. Bailey was born at Elmore, Lamoille Co., Vt.,
on August 31, 1S43. When quite young, his father moved into
the immediate vicinity of Montpelier, where he received his educa
tion. He was the youngest of a family of seven children, and it
fell to his lot, after the rest were all married and settled in business,
to care for his aged parents. He left school at seventeen and took
charge of the farm, where he remained until he was twenty-five.
His father was a man of considerable means, and held several im
portant offices in the county, but, meeting with a severe hurt by an

unlucky fall, he retired from business on to /lis /arm, where he died
in July, 1868. In the beginning of 1869, Mr. Bailey bought out
the grocery business of D. Taft & Co., and, taking in a Mr. I'ark
as a partner, they ran it under the name of Bailey & Park until July
of the following year, when he bought a feed-mill and elevator, and
the firm added grain and the feed business. In the fall of 1S77,
Mr. Bailey sold out the grocery business to his partner, and bought
out D. Taft & Co.'s grain interest, adding to it his own. By this
operation he controlled the grain trade and milling of Montpelier,
and did a very prosperous trade, putting him in control of the
eastern branch of the business, which he still manages. He em
ployed L. D. Taft, the son of D. Taft whom he bought out, as his
bookkeeper, and on January I, 18S0, took him in as partner. In
June, 1S79, Mr. Bailey came to Chicago, and opened a grain com
mission house with V. W. Bullock, of Burlington, Iowa, under the
firm name of Bailey, Bullock & Co. On July I, 1882, Bailey, Bul
lock & Co. dissolved partnership, and since then the firm is known
as E. W. Bailey & Co. Mr. Bailey became a member of the Board
of Trade in 1879. In May, 1869, Mr. Bailey was married to
Miss Jennie Carter of Montpelier, Vt. They have two children,
—George C. and Mary B.
DWIGHT & Gillette.—This firm, consisting of J. II.
Dwight and J. F. Gillette, was formed in 1874. Previous to
that year, Mr. Dwight had been a member of the firm of D.
L. Quirk & Co., joining the firm in 1859, and remaining a
member of it, most of the time, until entering into partnership
with Mr. Gillette. Mr. Gillette became a member of the firm
of A. E. Kent & Co., in 1859, and was continuously with it
until 1872. Dwight & Gillette at lirst located in the Board of
Trade Building, where they remained about two years, when
they removed to their present office in the Merchants' Building.
They deal in grain and provisions, and their business has so
increased that they are now one of the largest commission firms
on the Board of Trade.
John H, Dwight was born in April, 1S35, at Jackson,
Mich., where his father carried on a general store. lie came
to Chicago in January, 1856, and was for some time employed
in the Chicago Bank of I. IL Birch & Co. In 1S58, he was
employed by D. L. Quirk & Co., for six months, when he was
admitted to partnership. In i860, Asa Dow became a mem
ber, and the style of the firm was changed to Dow, Quirk &
Co. In 1868, Mr. Dwight severed his connection with this
house, and joined Charles G. Cooley, under the name of Cooley
& Dwight. In 1872, the firm name was changed to Cooley,
Dwight & Gillette, Mr. Gillette being admitted. In 1874, Mr.
Cooley retired and the firm then became Dwight & Gillette.
Mr. Dwight has been a member of the Board of Trade since
1858. He has served on its various committees, has been
second and first vice-president, and was president in 1880.
J. F. Gilltttt was born at Suffield, Conn., in 1832. Asa
business man, he was engaged in mercantile pursuits until he
came to Chicago in 1856. Here, he was employed for some
time as bookkeeper by a dry goods house, and in 1S59 joined
A. E. Kent & Co. In this year he also became a member of
the Board of Trade, and has since held various offices on com
mittees. In 1872, he associated himself with John II. Dwight,
as junior member of the firm of Dwight & Gillette.
Anthony Browne, commission merchant, was born at Liver
pool, England, on June 6, 1S58. During his youth he studied at
Stonyhurst College, in Lancashire, and then entered into a grain
commission house at Liverpool, where he served his time in a cleri
cal capacity. In 1879, he came to Chicago, and secured a position
with a commission house, which he retained until launching out
into business on his own account. In 1881, the firm of Stuart &
Browne began business as general commission merchants in grain
and provisions, and they continued in partnership relations until
October, 1884, when Mr. Stuart withdrew. Mr. Browne continued
under the style and title of Anthony Browne & Co. Having de
voted his entire life to the business with which he is connected, Mr.
Browne is thoroughly acquainted with the modus operandi of the
Board of Trade, of which he has always been a member since com
ing to this city. Mr. Browne does a general commission and option
business, and, from the first, has carried a large list of customers
on his books. He is a resident of Kenwood, and is a member of
the Union League, Washington I'ark and Kenwood clubs.
1877.
At the annual meeting of 1877, tr>e number of
members reported was one thousand eight hundred and
thirty-one. A few memberships were forfeited for non
payment of assessments. The annual assessment was
continued at $20. There were two hundred and
six transfers of memberships, but no initiations. The
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assets of the Board, not including furniture and fixtures,
were $176,903.59.
Receipts.
For annual assessments
$36,620 00
Clerks' and visitors' tickets. 21,610 00
Transfer of memberships.- 2,060 00
Cash on hand . 6,936 00
Interest, dividends, rents
18,869 '5
and fines
$86,095 15
Disbursements.
Rent, heating and water. . $21,980 27
Salaries and elevator
20,392 45
Reports and repairs
12,916 04
I.egalexpenses
4,822 34
Miscellaneous
8,275 22
Paid for city 7 per cents... 15,000 00
Cash on hand
2,708 83
$86,095 15
The year, as affecting trade and commerce, was dis
tinguished by many remarkable events. Among these
were the Turco-Russian war, the unprecedented fall
of rain and spell of bad weather during the fall

months, and the great railroad strike in July. This
latter event paralyzed for a time the industries of the
country, clogged the wheels of transportation, besides
involving the destruction of large amounts of property.
It was in fact a year of hesitation, timidity, distrust and
failures, especially of banking institutions; and the res
toration of business activity and commercial prosperity,
which so many had hoped for, was far from being real-
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ized. The shrinkage in values (incident to the appre
ciation of the currency), in nearly all descriptions of
property, rendered investments uninviting, while labor

was far in excess of the demand for its employment.
The agricultural products of the country, however, were
fair and of better quality than those of the previous
year. In these the trade was large, and prices reason
ably satisfactory. There was a falling off in the re
ceipts of wheat of over two million bushels, and of corn
of nearly one million bushels. The aggregate receipts
of live stock, also, were less than in 1876.
Transportation.— Railway freights
east were more uniform, but higher, than
in 1876. The lowest rate on grain from
Chicago to New York was 30 cents, and
the highest 40 cents per 100 pounds. Rates
on wheat by lake to Buffalo, and thence
by rail to New York, averaged four cents
per bushel higher than in 1876. Lake
freights were also higher, and the move
ments of grain by water routes were very
much larger.
Leopold Brauns"; the senior member of the
commission firm of Brauns & Rinehart, was born
in Hanover, Germany, on March 16, 1S31. He is
the son of Ferdinand Brauns, a Lutheran minister,
and received a good education in his native country
before coming to America. In 1853, he landed in
New York, and soon after obtained a situation as
clerk and bookkeeper in a large importing house,
which he retained for three years, He came to
Chicago in 1S56, and kept books a year for Gerstenberg & Westermann, dealers in fancy goods and
toys. Having command of a fair capital, he formed
a co-partnership with his brother, G. Brauns, and
opened a general store at Crete, Will Co., 111.,
doing business as I.. & G. Brauns until 1861. In
this venture, both brothers lost everything they
had, and came back to Chicago without a dollar.
A friend loaned Leopold $80, to be returned if he
succeeded, to be his own if he failed; and he went
into the grain commission business on West Ran
dolph Street. Despite his misfortunes he had made
many country friends ; they gave him their patron
age, and he prospered. In 1862, he took Nelson
W. Hewes into partnership, under the name of
Hewes & Brauns, and moved over the river, to the
old Wigwam building. They did a profitable
business up to 1875, when George F. Rinehart, a
prosperous grain-buyer at Blackberry, 111., entered
the firm and added the "Co." to the firm name.
In 1877, Mr. Hewes withdrew and the firm has
since done business as Brauns & Rinehart. They
are doing a general produce commission business of
about $300,000 a year. The fire of 1871 was a
severe blow to the house, then Hewes & Brauns,
at No. 133 South Water Street, and they came out
several thousand dollars in debt. Their loss on
goods held on consignment alone was over $22,000.
Twenty-two thousand pounds of butter, in their cellars, added to
the violence of the fire. Nevertheless, they resumed business
before the embers were fairly cold, and paid dollar for dollar on
all their losses. Such incidents show the material men are made
of, and when one has been "tried by fire," he may be justly
regarded thereafter as "pure gold." Mr. Brauns has been a mem
ber of the Board of Trade since 1861. In 1869, he took his whole
family back to the old home in Hanover, and spent five months
among the scenes of their youth. Mr. Brauns is not a politician,
nor ambitious of worldly distinction, and, except in a few instances.
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has never accepted office at the hands of his fellow-citizens. He
resides in Lake View, and is president of the Concordia Cemetery
Company. He is a member of the Lutheran Church. He was
married on April 8, 1858, to Miss Emma Schilling, of Raetzlinger,
near the city of Celle, Hanover. Si* children have been born to
them, Minna, Anna, Emma, Herman, Martin and Leopold.
J. S. Peironnet & Co.—This business was established in
1864, by the brothers J. S. and W. F. Peironnet, who conducted
for years the largest and most extensive business on 'Change. They
passed through all corners, lire, and panics with reputation, re
sponsibility, and credit unimpaired and second to none in the busi
ness. They stand to-day as during the past twenty-one years, a
pretty good guarantee as to their qualifications and their future.
They have always been active supporters of all measures and regu
lations which have been brought forward for the permanent welfare
and benefit of the Board of Trade, and are very highly esteemed
by their fellow-members in consequence of their executive ability
and inflexible integrity. Purchases and sales are made for
cash or on margin. All transactions effected through this trust
worthy and responsible house are bona-fide purchases or sales, made
through the Board of Trade and by the strict rules which govern
it. The characteristics which regulate the business policy of this
house are such as to entitle it to universal consideration, and the
extent of its operations has made this firm a prominent one in Chi
cago. The influence exercised by this house on the commission
trade has been of the most salutary and useful character, and
those interested in establishing relations with it may depend on re
ceiving prompt and liberal treatment, and such marked advantages
as can with difficulty be duplicated elsewhere in the Western
metropolis.
James S. Peironnet was born at Binghamton, N. Y., on
October 9, 1S41. His parents were John S. and Mary Pieronnet.
Mr. Peironnet attended the district school in his native place until
fourteen years of age, when, with his parents, he removed to Peru,
111., where five more years were added to his school life. Closing
his studies at Peru, he entered one of the commercial colleges of
Chicago, from which he graduated in 1861. After graduating, Mr.
Peironnet engaged in the lumber business at Peru, continuing for
two years, when he again came to Chicago and began business
under the firm title of J. S. Peironnet & Co. Mr. Peironnet was
married on February 18, 1873, to Miss Fannie S. Baker, of Chi
cago. He has four sons,—Clarence, George, Fred and Lance.
Since 1878, Mr. Peironnet has resided at Wheaton, III.
Christoph Bungf. is a heavy dealer in grains, provisions,
coal and wood, and an old and prominent member of the Board of
Trade. He was born in the village of Eizen, province of Hanover,
Prussia, on July 27, 1836. His father's surname was Henry, and
his mother's maiden name was Catherine Lapau; eight sons and
three daughters were the result of their union. Christoph received
his education in the religious schools of his native country. At the
age of fifteen he left home to battle with the world for himself, and
engaged his services to a farmer as a common hand, which vocation
he followed until i860, when he took passage for America, and
came directly to Chicago. His first work in this country was for
Philip Bohlander, a prominent and well-known pioneer of Cook
County, who, at that time, was engaged in farming near the city.
By untiring industry and economy he was enabled, in the spring of
1864, to start a small flour and feed store at No. 608 West Lake
Street, in which business he is engaged at the present time, having
added a coal and wood yard in connection therewith. In the spring
of 1875, he purchased a one hundred feet front at No. 616 West
Lake Street, his present location, so that he might have better facili
ties for his fast increasing business. He erected a large and com
modious warehouse, as well as coal-sheds and other necessary out
buildings to accelerate his enterprises. In 1870, he became a mem
ber of the Board of Trade,with which he has retained his connection
ever since. He is a strictly cash operator and never deals in op
tions. He is a member of Union Park Lodge, No. 610, A.F.& A.
M.; York Chapter, No. 148, R.A.M.; and of St. Bernard Commandery, No. 35, K.T. He is also a member, of ten years' stand
ing, of the Chicago-avenue Congregational Church; has been a
member of the board of trustees for seven years, serving one year
as chairman. Mr. Bunge was married, in this city, in April, 1863,
to Miss Dora Darger. They have three children, —Emma, who
acts as bookkeeper and manager of her father's business; Albert J.,
who attends to all the outside transactions in connection therewith;
and Gustav, who is at the present time at West Division High
School, completing his education.
Henry D. Warner, of the firm of H. D. Warner & Co., was
born at Montrose, Penn. In July, 1857, at the age of twenty, he
came to this city, and was engaged in the insurance business for
two years. In i860, he entered the employ of Jones & Culbertson,
and, later, of Culbertson, Blair & Co., with whom he continued
until in 1876. In the latter year, he opened business on his own
account in room No. 3, Chamber of Commerce, where he remained

until 1S82, when he formed a partnership with W. H. Sterling,
under the firm name of H. D. W'arner & Co., and removed to No.
123 LaSalle Street. In 1883, F. R. Warner was admitted to part
nership, the firm name remaining unchanged. In the spring of
1884, an office was taken in the Calumet Building. With the ex
ception of fluctuations incident to the general state of business
throughout the country, the operations of this firm have steadily in
creased until they will bear a favorable comparison with other houses
in the same line.
Peter Kessler was born in France, on February 25, 1820,
where he spent his childhood and received his education. When
seventeen years old he left home to learn the miller's trade. In
1842, he came to America, landing at New York City in July of
that year. He worked at his trade, for a time, at Lockport, N. Y.,
and then went to Dutchess County, and, in connection with a part
ner, engaged in the milling business, but at the end of eight months,
financial trouble compelled them to give up the enterprise. In 1849,
he came to Chicago. Immediately on his arrival he was employed
by E. H. Hadduck & Co., who, at that time, owned and operated
the old Marine Mills, located at the foot of Wabash Avenue, which
were swept away by the fire of 1871. He remained with that firm
for three years, and then managed the old Washington Hotel on
Randolph Street. At the end of one year, becoming tired of the
honors of "mine host," and being in the good graces of Mayor
Gray, he went on the police force for one year. In 1856, he moved to
St. Charles, on the Fox River, and engaged in milling with Robert
Haines, under the firm name of Haines & Kessler. At the end of
twelve months, the partnership was dissolved, Robert Haines retain
ing the business and Mr. Kessler returning to Chicago. In the
fall of 1858, he started in his present line of trade, which he has
successfully carried on ever since. He became a member of the
Board of Trade in 1859, being one of the oldest living members.
He relates many amusing and interesting incidents of operations
on the same. Mr. Kessler was married, in 1858, to Miss Mary K.
Colson, of St. Charles. They have three children, —John, George
and Madeline.
1878.
This year, the assets of the association remained
nearly the same. The membership at the close of 1877,
had been reduced by death (seventeen), and by losses
for non-payment of the annual assessment, to one
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine.
The revenues of the Board for 1878, were $10,000
less than for the preceding year, arising mostly from
decreased payments for admission, tickets, while the
current expenses were increased about $2,500, as will
be seen by the following table :
Receipts.
From annual assessments
$35,980 00
Admission tickets
14.850 00
Transfers of membership 140—
1,400 00
Interest, dividends and rents
16,558 15
Cash on hand
2,708 83
$71,496 98
Disbursements.
Rent, heating and water
$21,722 56
Salaries and elevator expenses
22,377 59
Market reports and telegraphing
7,394 79
Annual report and repairs
7,095 91
Stationery and printing
1,230 98
Legal expenses
4,558 65
Miscellaneous
3,090 56
Commercial Building expenses
3,585 17
Cash on hand
440 77
$7L496 98
With the year 1878, came the revival of business, and
the cry of hard times, which had prevailed for so many
years, was heard no longer. Unparalleled activity in
the movement of farm products, especially, was a con
spicuous feature of the year's business, the receipts of
nearly every leading item being largely in excess of any
previous year in the city's history. In grain (flour re
duced to wheat) the receipts aggregated 134,086,595
bushels, being nearly 40,000,000 bushels in excess of
those of 1877, and over thirty-five per cent, larger than
those of 1873, in which year they were greater than any
other. The trade in corn also assumed a magnitude so
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far beyond any previous year that the proportion was
somewhat startling. The receipts aggregated 63,65 1,5 18
bushels, nearly 15,000,000 bushels in excess of any
former year. In hogs, also, there was a marked increase,
the receipts for the year having amounted to the enor
mous number of 6,442,166, an increase of fifty percent,
over 1877, and forty per cent, larger than any previous

year. Prices, however, ruled extremely low, yet as
nearly everything the farmer required to purchase had
also declined in price, the exchangeable value was nearly
maintained. There was also a large increase in the vol
ume of the mercantile business of the city. The whole
sale trade was extremely active, and a general feeling
of encouragement was apparent in all commercial
circles.
.The condition of our foreign trade was also de
cidedly improved. The balance sheet for 1873, was
$65,000,000 against us, while that of 1878, was over
$262,000,000 in our favor. The direct export trade
was 602,018 tons as against 309,185 tons in 1877, the
increase being marked in flour, wheat, corn, hog pro
ducts, butter and cheese, and seeds.
Transportation. —Freight rates eastward during
the year ruled low with small fluctuations. All rail rates
to New York ranged between twenty and forty cents per
100 pounds on grain. Lake freights averaged lower
than in 1877. The water-route is undoubtedly what
gives Chicago the great advantage in handling the pro
duce of the Northwest. By this line its dealers were
enabled this year to transport wheat to New York City
at a cost of six and three-quarters cents per bushel.
While railways are invaluable auxiliaries to water lines,
the latter Will continue to regulate the rates of freight.
Inspection.—A reorganization of the inspection of
provisions was effected this year, by consolidating under
one head the whole official inspection in this market.
A system for the registration of all warehouse receipts
for provisions delivered on contract by members of the
association, was also established. A system of inspect
ing flour by grade was likewise founded.
Frank Drake, assessor of the Town of South Chicago for the
past seven years, was born at Elba, Genesee Co., N. Y., on July
12, 1827. He was educated at the Cary Collegiate Institute, in the
vicinity of his birthplace, and then remained at home, farming and
teaching school, until October 17, 1848, when he went to Unadilla,
Mich., and took charge of a school. In the spring of 1849, he es
tablished a nursery at Stockbridge, Mich. After traveling for C.
II. McCormick and others, he settled at Racine, Wis., in 1852, and
there kept a nursery for ten years. While living at Racine, he was
elected town clerk and treasurer of the Racine County Agricultural
Society during three successive years, and was the republican nom
inee for the Wisconsin Legislature, but was defeated by only a few
votes. In 1862, he came to Chicago, but did not bring his family
here until two years later. He became a member of the Board of
Trade, and was engaged in the grain and produce business until
1879, when he was elected assessor of the Town of South Chicago ;
and the voters of that town have continued to reward his ability
and integrity, by re-electing him to that important and responsible
position for the six successive years. In July, 1883, he was ap
pointed chief State grain inspector by Governor J. M. Hamilton;
he served one term of two years, giving entire satisfaction and re
ceiving the hearty approbation of all the business interests con
nected with the department. In 1S55, Mr, Drake married Rebecca
C. Stone, of Rochester, N. Y. Mrs. Drake died on September 5,
1885, leaving two children,—Lula M. Raymond and Frank S.
Drake.
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Charles H. G. Mixer came to Chicago in February, 1859,
and went into the grain and commission trade, and at the same time
became a member of the Board of Trade. He has since remained
continuously in that business and in his membership, and in both
relations, has conscientiously earned, and enjoys, a reputation for
probity and scrupulous fidelity to commercial transactions second to
none. He is conservative in his operations, but when once he has
entered upon any enterprise, he may be relied upon to fulfill every
iota of his agreement. The stability and energy of the men from
Maine flows in his veins, he having been born in Saco, Me., in
1833. He was taken by his parents to Massachusetts when but
four years old, where he remained, and received his business educa
tion and early mercantile experience until 1859. In 1359, ne was
married to Miss Annie Edgerly. They have two children,—Mary
A. and Charles T.
Z. R. Carter & Co., wholesale grain and hay, is composed
of two brothers, Zina R. and James B. Carter.
Zina A". Carter, the founder of the business, was born in Jef
ferson County, N. Y., on October 23, 1846, and was the eldest of
a family composed of three sons and one daughter. His father,
Benajah Carter, who was married in early life to Miss Isabelle
Cole, was a lover of the water, and followed the lakes for years as
a captain of a vessel in which he owned a one-half interest, and
which floated under the firm name of E. J. Merrick & Co. While
lying in this port, in 1855, he was taken suddenly ill with the ty
phoid fever, from which, after several weeks of intense suffering,
he died. He was a distinguished Mason, and was buried with the
honors of that order. The widow, accompanied by Zina and the rest
of the family, removed to this State in the spring of 1864, and set
tled on a farm near Wheaton, twenty-five miles west of Chicago.
In his twentieth year he commenced farming for himself, which
business he followed until the fall of 1871, when he came to Chi
cago and started a grocery store, connecting with the same a small
flour and feed business, on the corner of Polk and Desplaines
streets. He remained there for six years, during which he associ
ated with himself his brother James, as a partner. The grocery
was finally disposed of, the firm retaining the grain and hay busi
ness, which has rapidly grown under their efficient management
from a small retail house to one of the leading wholesale establish
ments of the kind in the city. During 1884, they did a business of
over $350,000. Zina R. became a member of the Board of Trade
in 1872. His operations on 'Change are conducted on strictly cash
principles, and he never deals in options. He was married in this
city, on December 9, 1S68, to Miss Mary L. Wheaton, by whom
he had one child, Helen. Was married again, in 1878, to Emma
A. Dennis, by whom he has had two children, —Mildred and Roscoe.
James B. Carter, the junior member of the firm, came West
with the rest of the family. He remained on the homestead, at
Wheaton, until 1868, when he came to this city and entered into
partnership with his brother. He was born on October 16, 1849,
and received nothing but a common school education, as is also the
case with Zina R. By honorable and upright dealings, un
tiring industry and perseverance, these brothers have risen from
poor farmer boys to an enviable place in the business circles of this
great city and have amassed a handsome fortune. Mr. Carter was
married on December 29, 1873, to Emma Chambers; they have
three children, —Edith, Anna and Nettie.
Gilbert Montague, of the firm of G. Montague & Co., re
ceivers and exporters of flour and grain, is a son of Simeon and
Sybil Montague, and was born at Montague, Berkshire Co., Mass.,
on November 24, 1835. His advantages for an education, during
his earlier years, were meagre, but he found many opportunities
for improvement in after years, and managed to secure more than
ordinary cultivation before he reached his majority. At ten years
of age, he began business life, as an office boy, in the wholesale
shoe manufactory of E. A. Forbush, Ashland, Mass., with whom
he remained two years, spending his vacations in study. Going to
Boston, he worked one year in the retail grocery house of Andrew
Hutchinson, and then entered the employ of Stratton & Ayers,
wholesale grocers, and from the duties of office boy was advanced
to the position of salesman and buyer during the six years he re
mained with that firm. After conducting a retail grocery business
on Pleasant Street for one year, on his own account, he sold out,
and went to New York, and engaged with the wholesale boot and
shoe house of A. B. Meeker, on Dey Street, where he was given
charge of the stock within three months from the date of his en
gagement. This firm failed during the fall of that year, and he
was employed by Thayer & Thorp, receivers of provisions, etc., and
shortly afterward was sent to New Orleans as their agent, and ope
rated there, in their behalf, for a number of months. On his re
turn to New York, he was appointed receiver for the firm, and in
1863, formed a partnership with Gorham F. Baker, under the firm
name of Baker & Montague, and conducted the same line of busi
ness. In the spring of 1871, he came to this city in the interest
of his firm, and upon heavy loss, incident with the great fire, the
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firm was dissolved. With the revival of business in Chicago after
the fire, he formed a connection with Charles A. Gump & Co., and
controlled the commission department of the firm three years,
when he retired and associated himself with John Merton, in the
commission business, under the firm name of Montague & Merton,
at Nos. 86-88 LaSalle Street. At the end of three years Mr. Mer
ton retired, and was succeeded by L). H, Tolman. The firm of
Montague & Tolman conducted business four years at No. 164
Randolph Street, when he purchased Mr. Tolman's interest and
continued that interest under the name of G. Montague & Co.,
and in May, 1885, removed to his present location, Nos. 6 and 8
Sherman Street. This house does the largest exclusive commission
flour and grain trade in the West, and does an immense exporting
and receiving business. Mr. Montague was the first Master Ma
son raised in Lakeside Lodge, No. 739, A.F. & A.M., of this city,
after it received its dispensation, and was the fourth master of that
lodge; he is also a member of Chicago Chapter, No. 127, R.A.M.,
and was the first to receive the orders of Knighthood in Chevalier
Bayard Commandery, No. 52, K.T. He is also a member of the
Indiana Club. Mr. Montague was married, on April 6, 1859, *°
Miss Lydia A. Thayer, of Concord, Mass.; she died on July 15,
1879, leaving one daughter, Lydia S. He married his present wife,
Miss Eldora A. McGee, daughter of G. A. W. McGee, of Waukegan, on July 21, 1882.
B. G. Fisher is the son of John and Mary (Lyon) Fisher, and
was born in Brooklyn, Jackson Co., Mich., in 1850. He attended
the public schools in Jackson until he was seventeen years of age,
and then entered the employ of Bennett, Knickerbocker & Co., of
Jackson, and with them learned the milling business. He remained
there four years, when, in 1871, their mills at that place having
been destroyed by lire, he removed to Albion, Mich., and became
resident manager of the firm's extensive tlouring-mills there. This
position he filled for nine years, when he came to Chicago, and
associating himself with H. I'. Aldrich and II. Milne, under the
firm name of Aldrich, Milne & Co., commenced the grain business
at No. 156 Washington Street. The following year, Mr. Milne
retired, and, in 1884, Mr. Aldrich withdrew, and Mr. J. W. Hobson became a special partner, the firm name being changed to
B. G. Fisher & Co. Upon the completion of the new Board of
Trade Building, the firm moved to their present quarters in the
Counselman Building. Mr. Fisher has been a member of the
Board of Trade since 1880, and has the credit of having made the
first trade in wheat upon the floor of its new building. He was
married to Carrie, only daughter of S. V. Irwin, president of the
First National Bank of Albion, Mich., on May 20, 1875, and has
a daughter, Genevieve, aged six years.
1879.
The election for president this year was an exciting
one, and the vote, 1,117, was tne largest ever polled.
The regular ticket was defeated by a " reform " ticket,
headed by Asa Dow; he receiving 673 votes, was elected

president. Henry W. Rogers, Jr., was elected vicepresident, Mr. Randolph was continued in the secre
taryship, and C. J. Blair was appointed treasurer.
The roll of members numbered one thousand
seven hundred and ninety-seven. There were two
hundred and sixty-seven memberships transferred, and
ten deaths. The assets, of the Board, although some of
the investments were changed, remained about the
same : $172,502.31.
The authority conferred on the directory to issue
clerks' tickets to the exchange-room having been with
drawn, there was a falling off of the year's revenue on
this account of $8,600. The receipts and disburse
ments for the year were as follows :

Receipts.
From annual assessments, $20 each
$35,94° 00
Visitors' tickets
5,84500
Rent and premiums on sample tables
and drawers _
6,115 00
Transfers of memberships, $ioeach
2,670 00
Interests and dividends
10,670 01
Miscellaneous
436 95
Saleof too sharesC.it A.R.R. stock
9.487 50
Cash on hand
440 77
$7i,fo5 23
Disbursements.
Rent, heating and water
$21,568 73
Salaries and running elevator
22,163 50
Market reports and telegraphing
6,131 10
Legal expenses
2,342 30
F'xpenses of C ommercial Building
3.4<J5 '3
Purchase of Cook County bonds
5,000 00
Miscellaneous, stationery, printing,
taxes, etc
".873 60
Cash on hand
4,030 87
$71,005 23
Encouraging as was the commercial exhibit of Chi
cago in 1878, that for 1879 was still more gratifying.
A feeling of confidence was manifested, which imparted
activity and strength to every department of business.
The resumption of specie payment, as provided by
law, on January r, had been watched by many with dis
trustful forebodings. The uncertainty regarding its
success as a financial measure had the effect of with
holding capital from investment and unsettling busi
ness enterprises in a marked degree. Many able
financiers doubted the practicability of the policy, and
referred to the example of Great Britain in 1818, in its
prolonged effort to achieve a similar result, as a warning
to the United States. The great banking interests of
the country, however, stood firmly in favor of resump
tion, as did the friends of " honest money " everywhere.
The day came, and to the surprise of even the warmest
supporters of the policy, there was scarcely a ripple on
the surface to distinguish it from an ordinary day of
bank transactions. From that time capital began to
seek for profitable investment. New industries were
established, and improvements in every direction were
inaugurated. Indeed, there was very soon a tendency
developed to run into the other extreme of undue trad
ing and speculation, the disastrous effects of which, in
many instances, were felt in after years.
The agricultural products of the year afforded an
average yield, and in some localities were exceptionally
large. The increased demand, in consequence of the
revival of business, and of the partial failure of crops
in some portions of Europe, created an active market
all through the year. The grain receipts, large as they
were in 1878, were greatly exceeded by those of 1879.
The receipts of corn also were in excess of 1878, the
crop for that year having been the largest ever produced
in the country. The product in Illinois, was estimated
by the State agricultural department to be 305,913,377
bushels, against 251,149,230 in 1878. In lumber, also,
the receipts were largely in excess of any other year.
The shipments of produce from Chicago to Europe on
through bills of lading, increased twenty-seven per cent,
over 1878, reaching the large amount of 768,153 tons,
valued at $45,000,000.
Inspection.—The rules governing the inspection
of flour were amended, by the establishment of two
grades of super and two grades of extra flour. The
fees for inspecting and branding were fixed at two
cents a barrel and one cent a sack.
The State Board of Railroad and Warehouse Com
missioners also revised their rules for the inspection of
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grain, to go into effect on December 31. Among others,
the following rules were adopted :
"All persons inspecting grain under the direction of the chief
inspector shall in no case make the grade of grain above that of the
poorest quality found in any lot of grain, when it has evidently been
mixed or doctored for the purpose of deception.
"All persons employed in the inspection of grain shall report
all attempts to defraud the system of grain inspection as established
by law. They shall also report to the chief inspector, in writing, all
instances where warehousemen deliver, or attempt to deliver, grain
of a lower grade than that called for by the warehouse receipt.
They shall also report all attempts of receivers or shippers of grain
to instruct or in anyway influence the action or opinion of the
inspector, and the chief inspector shall report all such cases to the
commissioners."
John J. Bryant was born at Elizabeth, N. J. After leaving
school, he went to the City of New York, where, for about a year, he
was in the employ of II. B. Claflin & Co., wholesale dry goods
merchants. Leaving them in 1864, he served until the close of the
War in the 9th New Jersey Volunteers. In May, 1871, he came to
Chicago, and for two years represented the Elliptic Sewing Machine
Company, as their general agent. In January, 1873, he entered
the employ of G. P. Comstock & Co., commission merchants,
with whom he remained until early in 1875, when he estab
lished the firm of J. J. Bryant & Co., commission merchants and
receivers and shippers of grain. He is an active and enterprising
business man, and has, by his energy and ability, built up a large
trade. His present partner is George H. Mendsen. Mr. Bryant
has been a member of the Hoard of Trade since January, 1872,
and in January 1883 was elected a member of its board of directors.
Frank G. Logan is a native of Wayne County, N. Y., where
he was educated. At the age of nineteen years, he came West, lo
cating in Chicago in November, 1870. For over five years, he was
employed in the dry-goods business, and in the spring of 1S76
entered the employ of 1). Elwell & Co., grain commission mer
chants, remaining with them until in October, 1877, when he
established the firm of F. G. Logan & Co., brokers and commission
merchants. His partner is Frank K. Dunn. Mr. Logan became
a member of the Board of Trade in October, 1877, and in 1884
was elected a member of its Committee of Arbitration. He was
also for some years a member of the Chicago Open Board of Trade,
and a member of its Board of Directors for about three years. He
has been very successful in his operations, and by untiring push
and enterprise has built up a large business.
MICHAEL Considine was born in County Clare, Ireland, on
December 23, 1834, and is the son of Michael and Susan (O'Gorman) Considine. He attended the common schools of his native
country until he arrived at the age of sixteen, when he left school,
to work on a farm. He soon after sailed for America, and landed
at New York on May 14, 1853 ; thence he went to Princeton,
N. J., and worked for a farmer a short time. He came to Chicago
during the same year, and, after travelling through the Northwest,
returned to this city, and obtained employment with a farmer in the
suburbs, where he worked for two months, and then sought and
secured a position with Frisby Bros, as salesman in a trading store.
He remained with this firm for ten years, when he established a
commission business for himself at No. 44 Market Street. About
1879, he moved to his present location, No. 118 West Lake Street.
In 1853, he purchased a membership on the Board of Trade, but
did not become an active member until 1871, since which year
he has maintained a regular standing. Besides his commission busi
ness, he has dealt in real-estate, and now owns much valuable
city property as well as several stock farms in LaSalle County.
Mr. Considine was married, in i860, to Miss Catherine Follon, of
Chicago. They have five children, —James J., Mary E., Michael
J., John P. and Susan.
William W. Watkins is a dealer in hops, barley and malt.
He was born at Trenton, Oneida Co., N. Y., on July 24, 1834,
and was the oldest child of Phineas and Sarah Watkins. His early
education he received in the public schools, finishing his studies in
the academy at Prospect, N. Y. At the age of fourteen, he had
the misfortune to lose his father by death, and four years later his
mother died, so that at the age of eighteen he was left alone to bat
tle with the world. He chose the occupation of a clerk, and entered
a general merchandise store at Prospect, receiving only the small
compensation of $15 a month. His aptness for business was soon
apparent, and made his services so valuable to his employer that his
salary was steadily increased. At the age of twenty-two, five years
from the time that he commenced life for himself, by the strictest
economy, he had accumulated enough money to enter into the gen
eral merchandise business at Prospect, with his half-brother. The
partnership lasted for about four years, when he bought out the
interests of his brother, and continued for himself four years longer.
Disposing of the same, he removed to Franklin, Penn., purchased

the United States Hotel there, and conducted it until April, 1867.
He next went to Indianapolis, Ind., bought out what was then the
Palmer House, and presided over it until July, 1868, when he
removed to Macon City, Mo., and purchased the North Missouri
Hotel, which he managed until 1873. In September of that year,
he came to Chicago, and bought a one-third interest in the hop,
barley and malt firm of Hull & Lidell, afterward known as Hull,
Lidell & Watkins. Their warehouse and office was at that time
situated at Nos. 131-33 Lake Street. The partnership continued
about four years, when Mr. Watkins bought out the interests of his
partners, and has since conducted the business alone. Mr. Wat
kins became a member of the Board of Trade in 1876, and is now
one of its most active promoters. He is a member of Landmark
Lodge, No. 422, A.F. & A.M. ; of Fairview Chapter, No. 161,
R.A.M. : Montjoie Commandery, No. 53, K.T. ; and the Union
League and Douglas Clubs. He represented the people of the
Fourth Ward in the City Council for one term. Mr. Watkins has
always been identified with the Episcopal Church. He is now, and
has been for nine consecutive years, treasurer of St. Mark's Church
of this city. He was married, in 1862, to Miss Joanna Fretts, of
Richfield Springs, N. Y. He has a beautiful residence at No.
3536 Lake Avenue, which he built the year he came to the city.
Mr. Watkins's career has been a success in every sense of the word.
He began life at the very lowest round of the ladder, elevating him
self, by his own efforts, into position and affluence, in this the
great metropolis of the prairies. He has preserved his honor untar
nished, accumulated a handsome fortune, and won the esteem and
confidence of the thousands who have known him.
1880.
This year the membership numbered one thousand
seven hundred and ninety-three, four of which lapsed
and were forfeited by the non-payment of the annual
assessment. During the previous year, two hundred
and one memberships changed owners by approved

transfers, and there was a loss of twelve by death;
among the latter, for the first time in the history of
the Board, was an officer, Thomas Heermans, one of the
directors. Out of respect to his memory his chair re
mained unfilled until the close of the year.
The annual assessment remained the same, $20.
The investments of the Board, constituting its assets,
including cash on hand, and not including furniture and
fixtures, were $174,497.85.
The receipts and disbursements were as follows:
Receipts.
From annual assessments
Transfers of membership
Sale of tickets
Interest and dividends
Rent and premiums of tables
Fines
Cash on hand

$35,860 00
2,01000
6,910 00
9,9°° 00
7.722 00
287 34
4.030 87
$66,720 21

Disbursements.
For rent, heating and water
$21,369 00
Salaries and elevator
20,861 21
Market and annual reports
7.°42 34
Stationery and printing
1,084 16
Attorneys' fees and expenses
502 25
Expenses Commercial Building
3.236 41
Miscellaneous, repairs, taxes, etc
6,377 50
Cash on hand
6,247 34
$66,720 21
The history of the trade and commerce of Chicago
for 1880, is the record of another year of remarkable
results, and of an additional stride forward in the de
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For selling seeds in quantity
2 per cent.
velopments of the wonderful growth and prosperity of
For selling dressed hogs in car-loads
ij^ per cent.
the City and the Northwest. The cereal crops of the
For selling bran, shorts and mill stuffs
$3 50 per car.
country, excepting wheat, though abundant, were not
For selling corn meal and mixed feed
5 00 per car.
quite equal to those of 1879 in quantity, but of a better
For selling broom corn
.00^ per lt>.
quality. There was an increase of corn receipts of fifty
Edwards & Gum.. —This firm of commission merchants was
per cent. The movement in oats was larger than ever established in 1879, by Ebenezer Edwards and Frederick 11. Guhl,
before, and also in barley. There was not only a grat
who were, prior to their embarkment in business, employes of com
mission houses on South Water Street for a number of years. The
ifying increase in the number of cattle and hogs re
firm makes a specialty of vegetables, and only handles car-load lots,
ceived over 1879, but an extraordinary increase in their its
business being principally directed to the supply of other States,
value, over any previous year, in the history of this im
chiefly the Southern markets. It pays particular attention to the
portant branch of Chicago trade. The foreign trade of supply of potatoes, and has, at different times, imported large lots
the country continued to exhibit an increasing balance from the European markets. Its quarters on South Water Street
are conveniently situated, being located on the river and at the
sheet, in favor of the United States, although the aggre
foot of Dearborn Street. It employs eleven men in and about the
gate tonnage of direct exports from Chicago to Europe premises,
and does a business aggregating $300,000 a year.
was less than in 1879.
Ebenezer Edwards was born in Wales, Great Britain, on Sep
Ocean Carrying Trade. —The total foreign ton
tember 20, 1851. He was brought up and educated on English
nage entered at the seaports of the United States in soil, and after completing his studies at the grammar schools, en
business life as a clerk. In 1877, he came to America, and
i860 amounted to 1,608,291 tons, in 1880, to 12,112,160 tered
located in Chicago, going into the employ of J. M. Kingwell &
tons, while the American tonnage so entered was actu
Son, commission merchants. He was with that firm two years, at
ally less in 1880 than in i860. Within that period the the end of which time, in company with his present partner, F. H.
tonnage engaged in the American trade, owned by our Guhl, he established his existing business. Mr. Edwards is one of
energetic business men of South Water Street, and has already
greatest customer, Great Britain, has steadily increased, the
up a large trade in his line. He is a member of the Produce
and now constitutes more than half of the whole; but built
Exchange ; also of Covenant Lodge, No. 519, A.F. & A.M. Mr.
the most notable changes have been in vessels carrying Edwards was married, at Northampton, England, on August 2,
the flags of other European nationalities. Scandinavian 1871, to Miss Mary Haker Martin. They have three children,—
tonnage has increased from 42,672 tons in i860, to Annie May, William and Herbert.
//. Guhl was born in Germany, on January 22,
1,304,070 in 1880; German from 230,828 to 1,089,740; 1849.Frederick
His parents came to this country in 185S, and located near
Italian from 31,501 to 612,584; Belgian from 640 to this city, where Mr. Guhl was educated in the common schools. In
226,349; Austrian from 5,464 to 206,349; all maritime 1870, he commenced business life by going into the commission
nations largely increasing their tonnage, excepting our business and becoming a partner in the firm of Handy & Co., at
Nos. 211-13 South Water Street. This house was quite successful
own. A very large portion of this trade is carried in until
in the fall of 1871, when its property was swept away. Mr.
bottoms not only foreign to us, but also to the nations Guhl
lost all, and was unable to resume business for himself until
to or from which the cargoes are taken. The question some years after the great fire. In 1875, he formed a co-partner
of remedying this condition of things, humiliating as it ship with a Mr. Howes, under the firm name of Howes & Guhl, at
is to the people of the United States, is daily growing No. 31 South Water Street. They continued in business for about
and a half years, when they dissolved partnership, and Mr.
in importance, and its solution is engaging the serious two
Guhl took a position in the commission house of Thomas More
attention of American merchants and statesmen.
house, where he remained three years. In 1879, he went into busi
Transportation. —The carrying trade continued ness with Ebenezer Edwards, his present partner; they have been
much the same as in 1879. The successful entrance very successful in the prosecution of their business. Mr. Guhl is a
member of St. Bernard Commandcry, K.T., and is also identified
into the city of two new railroads, the Grand Trunk, in with
the Turn-Gemeinde of the North Side. Mr. Guhl was mar
February, and the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific, in ried, in this city, on November 18, 1873, to Miss Agnes Blasheg.
August, gave increased facilities to shippers, and added They have three children,—Walter, Mamie and Edna.
WILLIAM Taylor Baker, of the firm of William T. Haker &
new complications, rendering combinations and pooling
Co., commission merchants in grain and provisions, is the son of
more difficult of success.
William and Matilda Baker, and was born at West Winfield, N. V.,
More Room.—The question of enlarging the ac
on September II, 1841. He began commercial life at fourteen
commodations of the members for doing business had years of age, as clerk in a country store at Groton, N. Y., with H.
been raised and discussed as early as 1877. Each year K. Clark; afterward was employed six years by D. B. Marsh & Co.,
it was debated with increasing interest, the advocates of McClean, N. Y. In 1861, tie came to Chicago, and engaged as
with Hinckley & Handy, commission merchants, who
for a change at length constituting a majority. After bookkeeper
were then in the old Board of Trade Building, on South Water
the last annual meeting, steps were taken by the Board Street, with whom he remained several years, succeeding to an in
of Directors to purchase the ground and erect a new terest in the business upon the retirement of Mr. Handy. In the
following year the firm of Hinckley & Baker dissolved partnership,
building at the south end of LaSalle Street, and a pro
Mr. Baker continuing the business. During 1868, he formed a co
position to that effect was submitted to the members, at partnership
with C. A. Knight and W. F. Cobb, under the firm
the annual meeting of 1881.
name of Knight, Baker & Co., which continued until 1872, when
Commissions.—The following is the schedule of com
Mr. Knight retired and the firm was known as W. T. Baker & Co.
missions adopted by the association and now in force Immediately after the fire of 1871, the firm occupied temporary
as proper charges for selling grain and other property : quarters in the Wigwam on the West Side, afterward moving to No.
86 LaSalle Street, where they remained seven years, when they re
moved to offices in the Chamber of Commerce. In the spring of
For selling car-load lots of wheat, corn and rye, in
1885, upon the completion of the new Board of Trade Building,
store free on board cars or vessels, on track,
they removed to No. 240 LaSalle Street, their present location.
delivered, or to be shipped from any other point,
Mr. Baker is a genial, pleasant gentleman, of sterling integrity and
per bushel
$0.01
worth, and is held in high esteem by business and social circles.
For selling car-load-lots of oats in store
ooj£
Walter Franklin Cobb, of the firm of W. T. Baker & Co.,
The same free on board cars or vessels, on track,
commission merchants in grain and provisions, was born at Montpedelivered or to be shipped from any other point,
lier, Vt., on January 18, 1844. W hen he was two years old, his
per bushel
—
—
01
parents came West, and settled in this city, where he received an ex
For selling car-load lots of barley in store
01
cellent business education. In 1S61, he began commercial life as
The same free on board cars or vessels, on track,
messenger and clerk in the banking establishment of J. M. Adsit,
delivered or to be shipped from any other point,
on Clark Street, with whom he remained until the depreciation of
per bushel
—
-- .01 }4
State currency rendered his services unnecessary, his duties being in
For selling canal-boat loads of grain in store, afloat
that department. He then engaged as bookkeeper with C. S.
or free on board vessels, per bushel
oo}4
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Hutchins & Co., commission merchants on South Water Street,
where he continued four years, subsequently becoming a partner in
the firm of C. A. Knight & Co. He was afterward connected with
the firm of Knight, Baker & Co., and upon the retirement of Mr.
Knight, in 1872, he continued the business with Mr. Baker, as a
member of the firm of W. T. Baker & Co. They were located at
No. 86 LaSalle Street for seven years, and removed from their
offices in the Chamber of Commerce, in the spring of 1885, to their
present quarters, No. 240 LaSalle Street. Mr. Cobb was married
on May 31, 1877, to Miss Carrie J. Fish, niece of C. P. Kellogg, of
Chicago.
William M. Gregg was born at Carlisle, Penn., on January
11, 1831, and received his education there. His parents came
West in 1846, locating at Monmouth, 111. He began his business
career in the employ of the First National Bank of Monmouth, and
was for some years cashier of that institution, remaining in its em
ploy about five years; after which he was extensively engaged in
the lumber trade until August, 1S71. A year later, he came to
Chicago, and entered the commission business, as a partner in the
firm of T. W. Hallam& Co. In 1874, he became associated with
David Rankin, under the style of Gregg & Rankin. This concern
dissolved in 1876, and Mr. Gregg established the firm of Gregg,
Son & Co., of which he is still the senior member, his son Charles
O. Gregg being his partner. The firm does a large business, and
is well and favorably known to the trade. Mr. Gregg has been a
member of the Board of Trade since his arrival, here, and was
elected a member of the Committee of Appeals in the spring of
1883, for a term of two years.
1 881.
A very considerable change occurred in the mem
bership this year, which numbered, at its close, one thou
sand nine hundred and thirty-six. Of these seventyfour were admitted by initiation prior to the advance
ment of the fee from $1,000 to $2,500, in February, and
sixty-nine immediately preceding the advance in Octo
ber, from $2,500 to $5,000. Two hundred and fiftytwo new members were admitted by approved transfers.
The mortuary list numbered eighteen, including the
names of George Armour, a former president of the
Board, and George F. Rumsey, for many years its
treasurer. The assets of the association at the close of
the year were as follows:
Invested securities
-. $167,995 54
Cash on hand
--- 122,86381

National Board of Trade, old claim,
and care of real-estate
Incident to death of President
Garfield

3'3
493 28
1,577 16

$ 62,802 65
For real-estate and to real-estate
managers
". 140,000 00
Cash on hand
122,863 81
$325,666 46
The proposition to erect a new Board of Trade
Building having been accepted, $40,000 of the above
mentioned sum was appropriated for a site therefor, and
$100,000 to the Board of Real-Estate Managers as a
basis for a building fund.
Board of Real-Estate Managers.—This body
was created by Rule No. 2, adopted this year, and to it
is committed the control and management of the realestate owned by the Board. It is composed of the
president and four other persons of special qualifications,
two of whom are elected annually on the first Monday
of March, to serve two years. It was authorized to ac
cept plans and estimates for the construction of the
new Exchange Building, to borrow money, arrange for
a deed of trust, and to issue bonds for said purpose.
The year 1881 was one of varied experiences, of
unusual excitements and extraordinary events. The
winter of 1880-81, was intensely cold, of long duration,
and was followed by remarkable overflows and floods
in the spring. Added to this was a protracted railroad
war, and the assassination of President Garfield. Each
one of these occurrences had a direct and tangible ef
fect upon the business of the country. It was a year
of short crops, and in some sections, especially in Illi
nois, the failure was severely felt. Having to contend
against a bounteous harvest in Europe, the exports of
cereals was reduced 69,000,000 bushels; yet the short
age in this country gave an increased value to the pro
duce marketed, and although the trade was much less
in volume than in 1880, the money value was enhanced.

$290,859 35
The current year's receipts and disbursements, show
ing a very large increase, were as follows:
Receipts
For annual assessments, 1936 mem
bers, at $20
$38,720 00
Fees from 252 transfers
2,52000
Sale of tickets.
9,84000
Table and drawer rents and fines
($400)
7,921 00
Interest and dividends
13,918 12
Initiation fees (74 at $1,000, 69 at
$2,500)
246,500 00
Cash on hand

$319,419 12
6,247 34
$325,666 46

Disbursements.
For rent, water, heating, salaries
and elevators
$43,302
Market and annual reports, and
telegraphing
6,896
Stationery, printing, postage, gas
and ice
1,444
Taxes, repairs, statistics and tel
lers
3. 1 16
Expenses of lavatory and sun
dries
1,725
Legal expenses and counsel fees
2,571
Expenses Commercial Building
1,675

77
98
03
74
10
40
"9

Trade in other departments of business, outside of pro
duce, was of a larger volume than in any previous year.
As an index to the growth of commercial transac
tions, the clearings of the associated banks of the city
which, in 1877, were $1,044,678,475 had advanced to
$1,725,684,894 in 1880, and to $2,249,097,450 in 1881,
more than doubling in five years.
Transportation.—The combination of leading
railways for the maintenance of agreed rates, which had
heretofore existed, was disrupted in June, from which
time special rates were made as circumstances might
seem to warrant, regardless of existing tariffs. In some
instances, rates as low as ten cents per one hundred
pounds from Chicago to New York were conceded.
The contest over freights was extended to passenger
rates, and they were lower to Eastern points than ever
before known—as low indeed as $5 for fare to New
York and Boston. The shipment of grain to New Or
leans, which attracted considerable attention in the early
part of the year, diminished as the season advanced, so
that, as an aggregate, the entire movement of the year,
by that route, was only about eighty-three per cent, of
what it was in 1880, becoming still more insignificant in
the closing months.
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Frank G. Kammerer is one of the very few business men of
Chicago who, in a comparatively short period of time, have been
able to firmly establish themselves among the ablest and most un
tiring competitors of the most enterprising city in the world. Com
ing here only six years ago, from Washington County, Fenn., where
he passed his earlier years in the successful prosecution of various
mercantile and manufacturing enterprises, Mr. Kammerer at once
engaged in the grain and provision trade, and, by his energy and
business foresight, he has made the house of F. G. Kammerer &
Co. a synonym for fair dealing and stability. He has been a prom
inent member of the Hoard of Trade since coming to Chicago, in
1S7S, and in January, 1884, was honored by being elected a mem
ber of the Committee of Arbitration.
Chari.es 15. Eggleston, dealer in grain and provisions, was
born at Cincinnati, Ohio, on August 23, 1850. Mis father, D. Eggleston, was in the transportation and general commission business
at Cincinnati, and acquired a large property. He freighted go<xls
from New Orleans and intermediate points, by steamboat to Cin
cinnati, by canal to Toledo, by lake to liuffalo, and by the Krie
Canal and Hudson River to New York. He owned a line of canalboats, and did a very large and successful commission and forward
ing business for many years. He died in November, 1S78. Charles
was his only son. At the age of sixteen he left school, and went
into the grain, flour and provision trade, and by attention to busi
ness and strictly fair dealing he had accomplished success before he
sold out to come to Chicago. He came here in the winter of 1S71,
and until 1876 was in partnership with his father, under the name
and style of I). Eggleston & Son. In the latter year, they dissolved,
although the style of the firm remains unchanged. Upon the organ
ization of the National Elevator and Dock Company, in November,
1883, Mr. Eggleston was chosen vice-president—which office he still
retains. He has been a member of the Board of Trade since 1 87 1 .
He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church on Michigan
Avenue, and belongs to Oriental Lodge, No. 33, A.F. & A.M.
Mr. Eggleston was married to Maggie B. Ward, a daughter of Dr.
D. E. Ward, of Cincinnati, on May 8, 1871. They have one child,
—Charles Evarts.
Edward Lees, of the firm of Lees, Hendricks & Co., meat
packers and dealers, was born at Buxton, Derbyshire, England, on
July 25, X839. Until he was fourteen years of age, he attended
school, gaining an excellent commercial education, and then began
business life as an apprentice in the meat-packing trade. In 1857,
he came to this country, and was engaged in the same business with
Charles Taylor, in New York, until 1863, when he came to Chicago
as meat inspector for J. K. Fisher, on South Water Street, with
whom he remained one season. He took charge of the packing
house of R. M. Groves & Co. in 1864; they were succeeded by
Davis, Pope & Co., and he continued in the employ of the latter
firm two years. At the end of that time, he began business at
Twenty-second and State streets, and conducted the same until 1872,
when he associated himself with A. J. Conigan, O. M. Huff and R.
J. Hendricks, under the firm name of Lees, Conigan & Co., at Nos.
467-69 Canal Street. In the following year, the firm was changed,
by the retirement of Mr. Conigan, to Lees, Hendricks & Co., Mr.
Huff continuing with the firm until 1875. After a temporary sus
pension of active business, the firm resumed at Nos. 2635-37 State
Street, with Thomas II. Miller as a member. Mr. Lees was mar
ried, on October 17, 1861, to Miss Eliza Elliott, of New York.
They have one child,—William II.
1882.
This year the number of members remained the
same, after two hundred and seventy-two transfers and
ten removals by death. There were no initiations.
The assets of the Hoard were invested as follows:
1050 shares Chamber of Commerce stock
¥81,675 27
U. S. 4 per cent, registered bonds .
40,000 00
Hyde I'ark 7 per cent, bonds
30,000 00
Lincoln I'ark 7 per cent, bonds
52,000 00
Chicago city bonds, $8,000; Cook Co. bonds,
$5,000
13,000 00
Cash on hand
63,30s 09
$279,983 36
The receipts and disbursements for the year were
as follows :
Receipts.
From annual assessments, $20 each
member
$38,720 00
Transfers and visitors' tickets
14,075 00
Table and drawer rents, and
fines $28
5,641 5°

Interest and dividends.
Chicago city bonds paid
Cash on hand

....

'2,95096
2,000 00
$73,417 46
122,863 81
$196,281 27

Disbursements.
Rent, heating, salaries and ele
vator
$46,533
Market and annual reports, and
telegraphing.
7.796
Printing and stationery
1, 153
Repairs, taxes and sundries
8,195
Attorneys' fees
7,900
Court expenses
20,78
Purchase $52,000 Lincoln I'ark
bonds
55,640
Miscellaneous
3,674
Cash on hand

94
32
94
75
10
Si
00
32

$132,973 18
63,308 09

$196,281 27
The increased expenditures for the year arose from
the extraordinary amounts paid out for law suits. Among
these were proceedings to nullify the vacation of that
portion of La Salle Street, on which the Board proposed
to erect its new Exchange Building. Other suits also
grew out of the proposed removal from the Chamber of
Commerce building. The Board was also made defend
ant in a number of suits by parties interested in "bucket
shops," the claim being made that they had a right to
all the information secured through telegraphic com
munication with the exchange room. The result of this
litigation was in favor of the Board, the courts deciding
that it had a right to control its own market reports.
The business of Chicago for the year 1882, while it
had its drawbacks, uncertainties, and solicitudes as to
its final outcome, was on the whole moderately pros
perous. The wheat crop was saved in fine condition,
and was unprecedentedly large, while the yield of corn,
notwithstanding the wet and cold weather of the fall,
was greater in this State, and in the Linked States, than
in 1 88 1. The grain and provision market was active
during most of the year, having an unusual speculative
tendency ; and while the trade of the city in agricultural
products generally was less in volume than for several
recent years, it had a greater monetary value than
ever before.
Manufactures. — Local manufacturing interests
were prosecuted with increased vigor, and were gener
ally in a prosperous condition, excepting, perhaps, such
as were engaged in the production of iron. This branch
of business seems to have been overdone, and in ad
dition was greatly embarrassed throughout the country
by demands of operatives for increased wages.
The export trade was far less in volume and value
than since 1879, while there was an increase in imports
of over $80,000,000. A very large decline is also to be
noted in the quantity of produce shipped from Chicago
to Europe on through bills of lading, the aggregate be
ing but 332,297 tons, against 616,718 tons for 1881.
Transportation.—There was substantial harmony
between railway lines in carrying freight to the seaboard.
An arrangement was concluded during January which
resulted in the maintenance of uniform rates. Forseveral weeks near the close of the year a war of rates be
tween the railway lines extending into Minnesota pre
vailed, and was carried on with bitterness for some time,
in regard to which producers made no complaint. Lake
freights averaged even lower than in 1881. Rates to
Buffalo were not quite so low, but the season of low
rates lasted much longer. Ocean freights, owing to light
shipments hence to Europe, ruled unprecedentedly low
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until after midsummer. In the spring months grain
was taken for ballast to a considerable extent, and in
some instances a small premium was paid for the privi
lege of carrying it. The withdrawal of a large number
of steamers in service of the English government caused
an advance in rates, which were thereafter well main
tained.
Milton C. Lightner was born in Montgomery County, Penn.,
in December, 1850. His father was an Episcopal clergyman, and
sent his son to Racine, Wis., in 1866, to complete his education at
the well known Episcopal institution, Racine College, where he
graduated in 1871. Mr. Lightner spent his vacations in Chicago,
and shortly after his graduation he took up his permanent abode
here, entering, in the summer of 1871, the employ of the Second
National Bank, and remaining with that concern until its failure in
1873. He was then with the Merchants' National Bank until April,
1875, when he entered the employ of McCormick, Adams & Co.,
commission merchants. In January, 1878, he became associated
with Ernest Smith, and formed the commission firm of Smith &
Lightner, which was succeeded, on November 1, 1881, by Ellis &
Lightner. This firm built up a very large business, and were the
principal brokers in the famous " McGeoch lard deal," in the sum
mer of 1883, the failure of which ruined them, and in August of
that year the firm dissolved. In the following September, Mr.
Lightner associated with him his present partner, Marshall P.Wash
burn, under the style of Lightner & Washburn, grain and provis
ions. The senior partner in the firm has been a member of the
Board of Trade since December, 1875, and in January, 1S83, was
elected a member of the Committee of Arbitration. He is also a
member of the Chicago Stock Exchange, the Chicago and Union
clubs, and is a director of the latter. In 1881, he was elected a
member of the board of trustees of Racine College, being the first
of its graduates to hold that distinguished position.
Charles Floyd, dealer on the Board of Trade, was born in the
City of New York on November 27, 1828, and is a son of Ira and
Sarah (Mitchell) Floyd. He was educated at his native place.
After leaving school, he went to Mexico, where he fought under
General Winfield Scott in the Mexican War. Upon the close of
hostilities, he lived in Texas four years, and was one of the Texas
Rangers. He then went to Richmond, Va., and engaged in busi
ness, which he continued until the commencement of the War of
the Rebellion, when he entered the Confederate Army, and served
as a major under Generals Lee and Johnson until the close of the
War. He then came to Chicago, and in 1869 commenced operat
ing on Board of Trade, which he has since continued with that
varying success attached to all lines of business. Mr. Floyd is a
member of Richmond-Randolph Lodge, A.F". & A.M., of Rich
mond, Va. ; also of the Commandery of Knights Templar, Peters
burg, Va. In 1855, he married Miss Helen Parmelee, a native of
Vermont. They have seven children.
James Augustus Edwards is the son of Dr. E. \V. and
Catherine R. (Diffenderffer) Edwards, and was born at Baltimore,
Md., on November 11, 1854. His father came to Chicago in i860,
and Mr. Edwards, who came here with him, after attending public
and private schools, became a student of the University of Chicago
in 1868, but left it in 1870, and commenced operations on the Board
of Trade. He was first in the employ of Culver & Co., in the old
Board of Trade building, where he remained for two years ; then
with Dennis & Ingham, No. 157 Washington Street, until 1876.
In May, 1877, he began business for himself, under the firm name
of J. A. Edwards & Co., having an office in the Watson Building;
next the old Board of Trade Building, on Washington Street, where
he remained until the new building was opened, when he moved
to the Counsel man Building, on LaSalle Street. He is a member
of Ashlar Lodge, No. 308, A.F. & A.M.; of LaFayette Chapter,
No. 2, R.A.M.; and of Chevalier Bayard Commandery, No. 52,
K. T. Mr. Edwards was married to Minnie E., daughter of J. E.
Paine, of Brooklyn, N. Y., on April 12, 18S2, and one boy, who
died in infancy, was born to them.
1883.
The number of members who paid their annual as
sessments was one thousand nine hundred and thirtysix. Of these three hundred and fifteen were admitted
by approved transfers. There were no new members
by initiation, and the death list numbered fifteen. The
assets were as follows:
Invested securities
—$ 83,275 78
Cash on hand
55,178 99

The receipts and disbursements for the year were as
follows:
Recei pts.
Annual assessments..
$ 38,720 00
Transfers of membership
3,515 00
Clerks' and visitors' tickets
11,205 00
Table and drawer rents and pre
miums
6,070 50
Interest and dividends
10,661 57
Sale of securities
148,02625
Cash on hand

$218, 19S 32
63,30809
$281,506 41

Disbursements.
Rent, heating, salaries and elevator $ 47,397
Market and annual reports and
taxes
8,723
Printing and stationery
1,162
Repairs, lavatory and sundries
3,919
Legal and court expenses.17,587
Taxes on new building
.
5, 901
On account of law investigations.. 3,266
Interest on bonds issued for building 34,611
Miscellaneous items
3.75^
Paid real-estate managers
100,000
Cash on hand

57
70
47
83
80
59
74
25
47
00

$226,327 42
55,178 99

$281,506 41
At the beginning of the year the Board found itself
involved in about sixty law suits, which accounts for the
large item of legal expenses in the above table. Among
these were the "bucket shop" suits, before mentioned,
and others involving the validity of contracts for future
delivery, and the right of the Board to discipline its
members. All of these were decided in favor of the

Board. The question as to whether or not member
ships are personal property, subject to taxation and at
tachment, or simply franchises, as contended for by the
members, was also ruled in their favor.
An additional sum of $100,000 was appropriated
towards the construction of the new Exchange Building.
In consequence of the increased expenses incident to
the change of location, the directory advanced the an
nual 'dues to $30.
During the year the rules, which were found to be in
bad condition from frequent modifications, were revised
and reprinted.
Clearing-house.—Under these revised rules a
clearing-house was established, and the committee hav
ing the same in charge made frequent reports of pro
gress and of the successful workings of the institution.
This meets a want which has long been unsupplied.
General Trade.—The transactions of the Board
of Trade in 1883 point to the fact, that while it was
a fairly active year in business affairs, indicating in many
directions a healthy growth and the accumulation of
substantial wealth, yet in some branches of industry there
was more or less of stagnation and depression. The re
ceipts of wheat in Chicago were less than in any year
since 1877; the trade in farm products as a whole, how
ever, was larger in the quantity handled than in the last
year, the increase being large in oats, corn, rye and bar
ley. The receipts of corn were the largest in the history
of the trade except in 1880-81, and more than fifty per
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cent, over those of 1882. The receipts of live stock
show an increase in every kind except hogs. There
was a radical shrinkage in the price of hogs and cattle,
and a large falling off in the prices of wheat and corn.
The receipts of lumber and salt were less than last year,
while coal shows an increase of 100,000 tons
Shipments from Chicago to Europe on through bills
of lading, were greater by 123,000 tons than in 1882,
Fresh beef, which is largely shipped in this way, is not
billed through from the city, and hence is not included
in the above estimate.
Prohibition of American Pork. — France, fol
lowed in March by Germany, issued a decree entirely
prohibiting the importation to those countries of Ameri
can pork for consumption. The alleged cause of the
prohibition is the assumed unhealthfulness of that arti
cle of food. This action in France was regarded as
being so unwise and impolitic that, in November, the
decree was rescinded by the Ministry, but was immedi
ately re-enacted by the Chamber of Deputies. It has
been urged that the real object of the prohibition, thus
disguised, was to protect the home product of these
countries against the cheaper meats of the United
States. A commission was appointed by the President
of the United States to make a thorough investigation
of the whole subject, for the action of our Government.
Transportation. — The Chicago & Atlantic Rail
road was opened for traffic eastward early in the year,
forming, with its connection, the New York, Lake Erie &
Western, a direct line to the seaboard. Lake freights
on grain averaged higher than in 1882, and the larger
class of vessels were operated with fair profit.
A renewed interest was awakened in reference to the
construction of the Hennepin & Mississippi River canal.
The Government survey ordered by Congress was most
satisfactory, the report of the engineer showing the
project to be not only feasible but less expensive than
had been supposed.
George F. Stone, secretary of the Chicago Board of Trade,
was born at Newburyport, Mass., on April 24, 1836, and is the
son of Jacob and Eliza (Atkins) Stone. He was reared in his
native town, receiving his preliminary education in its public
schools. He afterward attended Hummer Academy, at Byfield,
where he finished his academical studies. He then went to Boston,
and entered the counting-room of Uenny, Rice & Gardner, a large
and wealthy dry-goods commission house, which is still in existence.
In i860, he was enabled to enter business on his own account, and
he established the firm of Lord, Stone & Co., flour, grain and pro
duce commission merchants, and in a short time the house was
among the largest firms in that line of business. In 1871, Mr.
Stone had the distinguished honor of being elected to the ^iresi
dency of the Corn Exchange of the City of Boston, and was re
elected to the same office the following year. He had previously
served as director and vice-president, and his election to the presi
dency indicated the esteem and favor in which he was held by the
business men of Boston. He resided at Melrose, a beautiful
suburb seven miles from Boston, while he was a merchant in the
latter city, and was actively identified with the history and develop
ment of that town. For several years he was a member of the
Board of Selectmen, chairman of the school committee, and served
in different positions connected with the vital interests of Melrose.
Mr. Stone, during all his life, has been greatly devoted to literary
pursuits and studies, and as an orator he has been somewhat con
spicuous, having, during his residence at Melrose, Mass., delivered
several addresses on notable occasions. Upon the invitation of the
citizens of Melrose, he delivered the address upon the dedicating of
their new Town Hall, on June 17, 1874. Mrs. Louisa l'arsons Hop
kins, authoress of "Motherhood," " Breath of Field and Shore,"
and other poems, also a distinguished writer on the science of
Pedagogy, is a sister of Mr. Stone. During the Rebellion, he was
very active in supporting all war measures, by contribution of
money and delivering speeches upon the question of the day, arous
ing much enthusiasm among the Eastern people, and always devoting
his energies to the great cause and the aid and comfort of the sol
diers and sailors of the Union. Two brothers, Captain Goodwin A.
Stone (salutatorian of the 1862-class of Harvard), of the 2d Massa

chusetts Cavalry, and Lieutenant Henry A. Stone, of the 33d
United States Colored Troops, laid down their lives in the preser
vation of the Republic. Mr. Stone, in 1876, removed to Chicago,
and has since made this city his home. In 1884, he was chosen
secretary of the Board of Trade, and his services were such as to
secure him a re-election to this highly important and responsible
office in 1885 and 1886. Mr. Stone has led a busy mercantile life,
never free from active responsibility, and several times has been
obliged by the pressure of business interests to refuse encourage
ment to political positions. He is a popular and esteemed official
with the members of the Board of Trade, and is held high in regard
and esteem by everyone who is favored with his acquaintance. Mr.
Stone has been a member of the Masonic and Odd Fellow fraterni
ties for some years, and is past grand of Evanston Lodge, I.O.O. F. ,
and a member of Evans Lodge, No. 524, A.F. & A.M., at Evanston. He is a member of the Congregational Church. Mr. Stone
was married, on June 24, i860, to Miss Julia S., daughter of
Rev. Ephraim Spaulding, of Ludlow, Vt., who was one of the early
missionaries to the Sandwich Islands. Three children have blessed
this union,—G. Goodwin Stone, now a student in the Institute of
Technology in Boston ; Eliza Atkins, and Eliot Parsons.
Charles Green, general commission merchant, is a native of
Denmark, and was born on October 22, 1849. l'e resided there
until he was twenty years of age, receiving his education at the
common schools and taking a course in one of the public colleges.
After finishing his studies, he clerked in a grocery store for a few
years. On coming to America, in 1872, he located at Chicago,
and was employed in a grocery store. In 1875, he opened up the
present commission house of Charles Green & Co. This business
was commenced on a small scale, but by constant application and
hard work, he has built up a trade of which he may well feel proud.
His store is located at Nos. 189-91 East Kinzie Street, and occu
pies two floors, 50 x 150 feet. Although doing a general produce
commission, he makes a specialty of buying flour, butter, eggs, and
cheese for shipment to the Eastern markets. He has seven em
ployes. From a comparatively small trade, the volume of business,
within ten years, has reached an average value of $400,000 per
annum. The house of Charles Green & Co. is backed by ample
capital and a man possessed of every qualification for the business
in which he is engaged. Mr. Green, for two and a half years, has
been, and is still, treasurer of the Germania Building Association,
of which he was at one time president for a short period.
1884.
At the annual meeting of the members this year,
E. Nelson Blake was elected president, and George T.
Smith vice-president. Charles Randolph, who had ably
filled the position of secretary for fifteen years, resigned
the position in March. George F. Stone was appointed
assistant secretary until July 1, when he received the
appointment of secretary. Byron L. Smith was re
appointed treasurer, and Corydon Beckwith counsel of
the Association.
There were two hundred and twelve transfers of
membership during the year and ten removals by death,
leaving the number of members at the beginning of the
year nineteen hundred and thirty-three. The assess
ment for yearly dues for this year, owing to increased
expenses, was fixed at $50.
The invested assets of the Board were
$ 78,792 32
Cash on hand
24,619 72
$103,412 04
The receipts and expenditures were as follows :
Receipts.
Annual assessment
$57, 990 00
Fees for transfer of membership, $25 5,300 00
Sale of tickets
10,091 50
Drawer rents and fines
1,826 33
Interest and dividends
6,405 00
Clearing-house profits
6,574 '<)
Market quotations and messengers.. 2,701 25
Sale of securities
3,000 00
Cash on hand

$93,838 27
55,178 99
$149,067 26
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Disbursements.
Rent, heating, water, salaries (coun
sel) and elevator
$43,230
Market and annual reports
8,597
Repairs, printing, lavatory and
sundries
5.071
Legal expenses, counsel, costs, etc. 4,811
Expenses National Board of Trade . 1,461
Furniture and miscellaneous
1,432
Taxes and assessments on realestate
10.157
Interest on building bonds
'49,685
Cash on hand

Wheat.

Year.
98
40
19
56
50
61
3°
00

$124,447 54
24,619 72

$149,067 26
Call Board.—This organization was dissolved this
year, immediately following which event an ' afternoon
session of the regular board was established, for the
purpose of filling late orders, aiding largely in doing
away with irregular trading and curbstone quotations.
General Trade.—The year 1884 was one of gen
eral business depression and diminished values, not only
in Chicago but in all the marts of commerce in this
country. Its disappointments, failures and disasters
were foreshadowed by the great fall in prices of 1883,
and the gradual wasting of surplus earnings. There
were 11,620 failures, being an increase of twelve per
cent, over 1883, and a greater number than was ever
before recorded. Undue speculation began in 1879,
increasing each year without regard to well established
conditions, and, being out of proportion to surplus reve
nues, could but have an unprofitable and disastrous ter
mination. Reckless speculation in Wall Street, com
plicated by the grossest frauds, was followed by the
failure of Grant & Ward, the Marine Bank, and the
serious crippling of others. Then came the shrinkage
in the value of stocks, and a further decline in wheat,
corn and provisions and nearly all kinds of merchan
dise. Add to these the further facts of a plethora of
goods in the hands of the manufacturers, large crops
all over the world, and that this was a presidential election
year, and the unfavorable commercial record of the
period is complete.
The business of the exchange, though sharing in
the general depression, was exempt from any serious
embarrassment, and its members were able to handle
the immense crops which were poured into the city,
with their usual energy, sagacity and success.
The receipts of wheat were 26,397,587 bushels, an
increase, over 1883, of 6,033,432 bushels; and the
shipments amounted to 21,046,577 bushels, which were
9,317,823 in excess of the previous year. The exports
exceeded those of the last year by 7,183,800 bushels.
The average price for No. 2 spring was 83% cents per
bushel. The movement of corn was less than in 1883.
There was a wide range in the price, being from 34^
to 87 cents. In September, a control of the market
was perfected, and prices went up or down as the
operators desired. So completely masters of the situa
tion were the managing brokers, that they would bid
90 and 95 cents, with no corn to be sold. The average
price for the year was 51-^ cents.
The crop of oats, 583,628,000 bushels, was the
largest ever grown in this country, and that of Illinois,
viz. 105,314,958 bushels, was larger than that of any
other State. Prices averaged from 23 to 34>4 cents.
Prices.—The following table shows the highest and
lowest prices for No. 2 spring wheat, No. 2 corn, and
oats, each year since 1872 ;

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1SS4
t885

3i7

-

IOI
&
89 (ft
81 J* &
83* («
(ft
83
101% <fj
(ft
77
81H @
8b'A @
95 3-5 c«
9'H (ft
90 (ft
69^ («.'
73
@

Oau.

Corn.
161
146
128
130'A
12()X
176^
"4
I33K
132
143*
I40
"3K
96
91*

29^
27
49
45^
3*tt
3lH
29^
29H
31K
35*
49*
46

@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
34* @

48H
54*
86
7(>'A
49
58
49#
43
43*
76^
8i#
70
87
50

20tf
23*
37*
29*
27
22
18
19M
22j4
2^A
30A
25
23
24*

@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@
@

43#
40}i
71
64^
35
45#
27^
36*
35
47*
62
43'A
34*
36*

The amount of direct shipments to Europe was
somewhat in excess of the average for the last three
years, but 52,869 tons less than in 1883, the decrease
being mostly in seeds, flour, cheese and oil cake.
There were about 300,000 bushels more of wheat, and
1,000,000 pounds more of butter exported than in 1882.
Transportation. —Rates of railway freights are
recorded "for this year "vacillating and disturbing,"
with by no means a strict adherence to published tariffs.
Lake and canal rates were lower than for many previ
ous years. In August, the average rate by Lake for
wheat was 4.2 cents per bushel from Chicago to Buf
falo, and for corn 3.8 cents. From Buffalo to New
York, by canal, the rate was 1.94 for wheat, and 1.69
for corn.
Following is a table from the valuable report of Sec
retary Stone, giving the rates on wheat and corn by
lake and canal from Chicago to New York, since 1872 :
CANAL.

LAKE.
Year.

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
18S0
1881
1882
I883
I884

Wheat.

Com.

Wheat.

Corn.

Cents.
12.0
IO.6
9.0
8.1
5-8
7.0
5-2
6.5
5-9
4-1
5-4
4.6
4.2

Cents.
II.O
9.6
8.0
7-3
5-3
6.4
4.6
5-9
5-4
3-6
4.9
4-3
3-8

Cents.
9.6
65
3.1
2.5
2-3
4.0
3-2
4-9
5-6
3-i
2.3
3-6
1.94

Cents.
8.8
5-6
2.1
2.2
1.8
3-6
3.0
4-5
5-1
2.8
2.1
3-7
1.69

The Receivers' Association.—This is an organi
zation which has been formed to act directly and espe
cially in view of the interests of shippers and receivers,
and the maintenance of such regulations as will pro
mote the interests of both these departments of busi
ness. It is efficiently managed by George M. How,
president ; George H. Sidwell, vice-president ; A. M.
Henderson, treasurer ; H. H. Carr, secretary.
Alfred B IIkwett is the son of Jephthah and I.urancy
(Button) Hewett, and was born in Peru, Clinton Co., N. Y., in
1820. After completing his education at an academy in Plattsburg,
N. Y., he clerked for the Redford Glass Company, at Redford, N.
Y., for two years, and then for various parties during the next four
years, when he opened a general merchandise store at Plattsburg.
He carried this on for about seven years, and then went into the
foundry business, abandoning this, three years later, for the mill
ing and flouring business, which he gave up in 1857, and moved to
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Milwaukee, Wis., where he carried on a wholesale grocery store for
about thirteen years. Subsequently, for about three years, he fol
lowed the same line in New York City. He came to Chicago in
1873, and at once became a member of the Board of Trade, and en
gaged in the grain and commission business. He was married to
Frances H., daughter of Rensselaer Bailey, a pioneer of Chicago,
in 1869, and has one son.
William N. Brainard. who has been a resident of Chicago
for twenty-eight years, and during that time prominently identified
with important interests, was born at DeKuyter, Madison Co., N.
V., on January 7, 1823. His education was acquired at the DeRuyter Institute, from which school he graduated. The first twentytwo years of his life was spent at and in the neighborhood of his
native town. He taught school during the winters and read law,
finally being admitted to the Bar. In 1845, he moved to Rome, N.
Y., and engaged in the warehouse and transportation business until
1850, when the fame of " Golden California" induced him to visit
the Pacific coast. He did some mining on the North Fork of the
American River, near what is known as Cape I lorn, on the Central
Pacific Railroad. He then went to Sacramento, and engaged in the
produce commission business, which he followed until 1856, when
he was elected city treasurer. At the expiration of his term, the
following year, he returned to the "States," and in the spring of
1858 made Chicago his permanent residence. He then engaged in
the grain trade, with which he has been more or less connected until
the present time. Mr. Brainard has filled almost every position in
the gift ot the Board of Trade, of which he is a member, having
been a director, member of the committees of appeals and arbitra
tion, vice-president of the Board, and president of tht call-board.
In 1873, he was appointed canal commissioner by the Governor,
and served as such four years. During his term of office, the Cop
peras Creek lock and dam was built. In 1883, he received the ap
pointment of railroad commissioner from Governor Hamilton, a
position he filled until 1885, when his term expired. Mr. Brainard
is a pleasant companion, with a large fund of reminiscences, which
are interesting to hear. He carries his sixty-two years easily, and
does not look his age as he walks with jaunty step along the street.
Mr. Brainard was married, at Syracuse, N. Y., on May 4, 1853, to
Melinda B. Coley. They have had two children,—William Vallejo,
named after the famous General Yallejo, who was an intimate friend
of Mr. Brainard; and a daughter, Frances M.
1885.
On two occasions only since the War of 1861-65 has
any one member of the Board been honored by a re
election to the office of president. The first of these
was in 1872, after the destruction of the old Chamber
of Commerce, by fire, and the erection of the new one,
when J. W. Preston was re-elected; and the other in
1885, while the new Board of Trade building was being
constructed, when that honor was accorded to E. Nel
son Blake. James H. Milne was elected vice-president,
George F. Stone re-appointed secretary, and Orson
Smith, treasurer. Charles S. Fellows was appointed
assistant secretary.
The number of members at the close of the year
was nineteen hundred and twenty-five. There were
one hundred and ninety-three transfers, and the mor
tuary list numbered twelve. The assets of the Board
were 1050 shares of the stock of the Chamber of Com
merce, which cost $78,792.32, and the cash on hand.
The financial statement for the year is as follows :
Receipts.
From assessments of members at $50 $96,250 00
Transfers and visitors' tickets
— 16,289 °9
Rents, table and call room
5,098 63
Clearing house
2,545 74
Dividends, Chamber of Commerce
stock
4,725 00
Miscellaneous
-i.°53 78
Bills payable
50,000 00
Cash on hand .-

-

$175,961 24
24,619 72
■
$200,580 96

Expenditures.
Rent and heating old hall
$ 7,483 91
Rent old hall eight months
'3,333 34
Taxes, real and personal
14,316 00

Elevator expense, old building
J, 601 55
Salaries, except clerk room
17,602 96
Commercial Building, less receipts... 5,483 19
Market and annual reports
8,638 13
Visible supply reports
- 2,126 97
Printing, lavatory and miscellaneous.. 9,781 77
Legal expenses, $5,251.56; quotations,
$2,015.40
7,266 96
Opening new hall
5.859 91
Janitor's services
i<51- 33
Interest on coupons.
49.333 75
F'urniture of new building
19. 744 71
Cash on hand

$166,090 48
34,49° 48
$200,580 96

The financial report of the real-estate managers, to
November 15, showed, receipts $351,351.45, and dis
bursements the same, including $48,585.74 for expenses
of the new building.
The assessment of dues for 1886 was fixed at $75.
The outlook at the beginning of 1885, was gloomy
and discouraging. Over-trading and undue expansion
in previous years led necessarily to a general cutting
down of expenses, the discharging of employes, and cur
tailment of business. These measures, in many instan
ces, were followed by labor strikes, and for a while the
furnace was out of blast, and the smoke-stack of the
manufacturer gave forth no sign of busy work. Three
months were occupied in making indispensable repairs,
then came signs of improvement. Whatever else may
happen, there is a constant and certain increase of
population, and the consumption of needed merchan
dise and products must continue ; reduced stocks, to
supply the demand, must needs be replenished, and then
the wheels of trade and commerce once more begin to
move. The business of the merchant and manufact
urer revived. The low price of materials, and the diffi
culty of finding profitable employment of money in
other directions, gave a renewed stimulus to building.
Although failures during the year were numerous,
but not equalling those of 1884, those on the Board of
Trade were few and unimportant. Numerous attempts
were made to obtain organized control of the corn
market, but none of them succeeded.
Hog-packing and Provisions.—In this important
branch of trade Chicago continues to maintain its pre
eminence as against any other point in the world. In
the capacity of its packing houses, in the number of
hogs received and actually handled, in the enterprise
of the capitalists and dealers engaged, and in the
amount of money invested and employed, Chicago oc
cupies the leading position in the meat trade, without a
rival. The daily killing capacity of the packing houses
in the city is 75,000 hogs. In the slaughtering busi
ness the capital invested is $12,000 000, the number of
hands employed from 12,000 to 15,000, and the amount
of money disbursed in wages aggregates over $3,500,000.
During the calendar year of 1885, the number of hogs
packed was 5,002,063, as against 3,834,668 in the year
1884. The tendency of prices was downward through
out the year, and it required close figuring and untiring
vigilance to make a small margin of profit.
An Era of Low Prices. — The lowest average of
prices for the past twenty-five years, counting the rela
tive values of articles consumed, is that of 1885. The
genera] level for the year was twenty per cent, below
that of May, i860. In 1878, the lowest prices were
reached ; previous to which, the general average was
eighty-three, compared with one hundred in 1861. The
average for 1885, as compared with i860, was 78.53.
The following table shows the average annual prices
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of a number of leading articles, in the Chicago market,
since 1872. It is compiled from the yearly averages
given in the Chicago Tribune's annual reviews for each
of the years named.
1885.
Spring wheat, bu
Corn, bu.
Oats, bu
Flaxseed
Muslin, bleached
Butter, lb
Sugar, A
Coffee, Rio
Lard, lb.
l'ork, brl.
Coal, hard, ton
l'ig-iron, ton
Lumber, m
Hogs
_
Cattle
Gold

1884.

s 83 Si
42^
51*
_.
2SH
29 %
61
57'A
f)2%
66
1 23
I 50 1
_.
%A
9A
6
s'X
16
20
9
7X
'•■'<
<>X
II
<)U
<>A
7A
S%
8X
10 5° 17 50 15
5 50 6 75 7
20 (>7'/z 21 00 ^4
10 00 10 12^ II
_.
s'A
4A
4 '4
sh
3A
3u
1 OO 1 00 I
$

1883.

1882.

Si
$1
S3A (>VA
34 Vz
43 A
71
1
S9%
70
72
35 1 26 1
10%
11A
b'/2
t'A
33
13
11
&A
9%
11
10
n'A
9%
S's
n%
12K 19 37A 16
00 7 25 7
50 2S 00 30
87^ J3 50 12
6
VA
5',
(>A
4%
5
00 1 00 1

evening, a banquet was given at the Grand Pacific Ho
tel, at which four hundred and fifty-seven guests enjoyed
the closing festivities of this interesting and memorable
occasion.

1881.
M 'A Si
49H
37H
00
84^
27 I
13'A
>
7
30
11
9A
15
io#
&A
5° «3
75 a
00 35
75 10
6
5'-4!4
OO 1

Important action.— Among the important acts of
the Board, during 1885, were the following :
The action taken to prevent the " bucket shops "
from obtaining quotations, which led to a controversy
with the " Open Board."
The rules were amended permitting the trading in
small lots in grain and provisions, the effect of which
was to add largely to the business of its members.
The penalty prescribed for doing business at less
than a stated rate of compensation was abolished in
November.
The "call board" being restored, after removal into
the new building, was, after a brief trial, discontinued.
The new Board of Trade building was opened for
business on May 1.
New Board of Trade.—The new temple of com
merce, undoubtedly the most splendid and costly struc
ture of the kind in the world, was formally dedicated on
April 29. The ceremonies were brilliant and imposing.
Delegates and invited guests were present, in large
numbers, from Liverpool, Toronto, Montreal, New
York, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, St. Louis, Mil
waukee, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Nashville, Providence,
Richmond, Denver, Indianapolis, Sacramento, Mobile,
Dubuque, and other places. These, with the members,
composed an audience of over four thousand persons.
President E. N. Blake presided. The exercises began
by the dedicatory prayer by Rev. Dr. Clinton Locke.
Following this, John R. Bensley, on behalf of the Board
of Real-Estate Managers, delivered the keys, and turned
the building over to the Board of Trade in an appro
priate address. This was responded to, in behalf of
the association, by its president. Hon. Emery A. Storrs
then delivered the oration of the day, in which the his
tory, objects, and achievements of the Board and its
members were eloquently portrayed. Speeches were
then made by Hon. Edward Kemble, of Boston ; Hans
ford White, of Liverpool, England ; C. B. Stone, of
San Francisco ; J. H. Herrick, of New York ; E. O.
Stannard, of St. Louis ; Sidney D. Maxwell, of Cincin
nati ; W. Welch, of Philadelphia, and others. In the
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1880.

1879.

1878.

.877.

05 a $
37A
29%
77
71A
32 1
I2#
7
28
12
9A
'sA
7A
(>%
25 9
5° (1
00 30
37K 9
5
4H
5
00 1

99 8 96 A Si 20 A
37A 44 A
35 A
3iA
27
22 A
so A
55
61
66
s$A
30 1 26 1 45 1
I3V
10^ uU
6
lA
(>A
25
28
20
12
uA
7U
10
0;V
9'A
17
21
VA
y's
(>A
°H
5
7A
75 8 $7A 13 62 A 18
62 6 25 6 (>2'/z 7
00 21 50 20 50 26
37)4 8 87/2 9 12'/2 7
4'z
4%
3
4A
4
5
4A
3A
4
00 I 01
1 05
1

1876.

■87s.

1874.

03 Si 02 A Si 08 u Si
44A °3X 65
46
47
3'K
86
63 X
88 A
(k,a 1 26 I 34
34 A 1 70 I 92 I
13
12
12A
7
7A
9
26
28
28
15^
14
13A
10^
101A
11H
23
24
23A
i3Mi
"A
10%
9A
93A
75 20 25 18 25 15
75 9 50 9 50 II
00 40 00 43 00 55
75 7 62^ 9 50 8
6
°A
7
4A
5 '4
5A
4 <4
4%
3A
HA 1 15 1 »X 1

1873nA
37
28*
66
94^
70
17
uA
27 A
12
"A
24A
8
8
25
50
00
50
4A
sA
4A

The erection of this splendid structure was com
menced in 1882, the corner-stone having been laid on
December 13.
It has a frontage of 173^ feet on Jackson Street, at
the south end of La Salle, and extends south 225 feet.
The rear portion, occupied by offices, is 160 feet high,
and the front, containing the exchange hall, is 140 feet
in height, and is surmounted by a tower 310 feet above
the ground—the tallest in the city. The tower is 32
feet square at the base, and is built of masonry 225 feet,
where each face is supplied with a conspicuous clockdial. From this point to the pinnacle the construction
is of iron. The entrances are large door-ways, sup
ported by polished columns of gray granite. The edi
fice is built of Fox Island granite, and its entire cost
was$i, 730,000. The exchange hall is 152x161 feet,and
80 feet high. The offices and rooms are elegantly fin
ished in mahogany, with artistic wood mantels, and are
finely frescoed. Taken as a whole (the hall, rooms, ex
terior and interior finish, furnishing and decorations), it
far exceeds any other building of the kind ever erected.
1886.
At the thirty-eighth annual meeting for the election
of officers, held on January 4, 1886, A. M. Wright was
chosen president, and George D. Rumsey, vice-president.
At the annual meeting of the Board of Directors, Sidney
Smith was appointed attorney of the Board, and John
C. Black, treasurer.
Privileges of membership have sold, during the past
year, as low as $1,650, but the price has ranged gener
ally from $1,950 to $3,300—the selling price in January,
1886, being about $2,100.
The members have entered upon the work of the
new year with encouraging signs on the commercial
horizon, and are determined, by their vigilance and in
dustry, to promote the growth and prosperity of the
great city, whose progress is so well illustrated by their
organization, in the coming years as in the past.
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List of Officers from 1872 to 1886.
Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1SS1
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886

..

President.

First Vice-President.

Second Vice-President.

Josiah YV. Preston,
Charles E. Culver,
George M. How,
George Armour,
John R. Bensley,
David H. Lincoln,
N. K. Fairbank,
Asa Dow,
John H. Dwight,
H. W. Rogers, Jr.,
R. \V. Dunham,
James B. Hobbs,
E. Nelson Blake,
E. Nelson Blake,
A. M. Wright,

Charles E. Culver,
William N. Brainard,
Howard Priestley,
John R. Bensley,
David H. Lincoln,
Josiah Stiles,
William Dickinson,
John H. Dwight,
Henry W. Rogers, Jr.
Ransom W. Dunham,
William E. McHenry,
J. I lenry French,
C. L. Hutchinson,
George T. Smith,
James H. Milne,

William N. Brainard,
Howard Priestley,
John R. Bensley,
David H. Lincoln,
Josiah Stiles,
William Dickinson,
John H. Dwight,
H. W. Rogers, Jr.,
R. W. Dunham,
Wm. E. Mcl lenry,
J. Henry French,
C. L. Hutchinson,
George T. Smith,
James H Milne,
George D. Rumsey,

Secretary.
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
George
George
George

Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
Randolph,
F. Stone,*
F. Stone,
F. Stone,

Treasurer.
Orson Smith.
Orson Smith.
Orson Smith.
Orson Smith.
Orson Smith.
Orson Smith.
Orson Smith.
C. J. Blair.
C. J. Blair.
C.J. Blair,
liyron L. Smith.
Byron L. Smith.
Byron L. Smith.
Byron L. Smith.
John C. Black.

• From July i.
Directors and Committees, 1872 to 1886.
1872-73.—Directors: Charles J. Davis, John R. Bensley,
William N. Sturges, William E. Richardson, B. M. Ford. Com
mittee of Arbitration : George Field, A. R. Atkins, A. S. Burt, A.
J. Fisher, H. W. Rogers, Jr. Committee of Appeals: S. H. McCrea, D. A. Jones, W. H. Goodnow, David Kreigh, I). H. Lincoln.
1S73-74. —-Directors : Joseph F. Armour, Robert Warren, Al
exander Murison, Thomas Wight, E. B. Baldwin. Committee of
Arbitration: J. B. Dutch, J. S. Helmer, M. H. Foss, J. S. Peironnet, D. F Baxter. Committee of Appeals: J. W. Preston, J.
B. Reeme, J. K. Fisher, J. H. Hurlbut, S. M. Moore.
1874-75.—Directors: William Dickinson, J. B. Hobbs, A. S.
Burt, S. D. Foss, Alexander Geddes. Committee of Arbitration :
George Stewart, William Kinkead, Ha/en Jackman, A. N. Young,
Ira S. Younglove. Committee of Appeals : Charles E. Culver, H.
W. Rogers, Jr., C. J. Davis, B. M. Ford, H. C. Rannev.
1875-76.—Directors : C. T. Wheeler, H. H. Ross, J. B.
Dutch, E. W. Densmore, R. P. Murphey. Committee of Arbitra
tion : T. T. Gurney, J. T. Rawleigh, J. J. McDermid, C. J. Magill, G. H. Sidwell. Committee of Appeals: Alexander Murison,
W. M. Egan, C. M. Culbertson, Asa Dow, Andrew Brown.
1875-76-77.—Directors: M. S. Kingsland, C. H. Blackman,
P. P. Oldershaw, A. J. Marble, A. E. Clark. Committee of Arbi
tration (1876-77): T. T. Gurney, J. J. McDermid, J. T. Raw
leigh, C. J. Magill, G. H. Sidwell. Committee of Appeals: W.
M. Egan, Andrew Brown, Asa Dow, I. S. Younglove, W. N.
Brainard.
1876-77-78.— Directors : J. H. Norton, H. W. Rogers, Jr., A.
N. Young, T. H. Hurlbut, R. W. Dunham. Committee of Arbitra
tion (1877-78): C. H. Adams, W. T. Henness, C. D. Hamill, Wil
liam Dickinson, William Kinkead. Committee of Appeals:
George Armour, Albert Morse, Murry Nelson, Alexander Geddes,
H. A. Towner.
1877-78-79.—Directors : W. E. McHenry. C. T. Trego, C.
Counselman, C. W. Wheeler, I. N. Nash. Committee of Arbitra
tion (1878-79) : J. H. French, S. II. Larminie, C. C. Moeller, D.
W. Baker, C. H. Taylor. Committee of Appeals: G. H. Sidwell,
O. D. Allen, J. R. Bensley, G. W. Couch, G. S. Carmichael.
1878-70-80.—Directors : C. H. Adams, C. D. Hamill, W. S.
Crosby, E. I. Wheeler, Thomas Heermans. Committee of Arbi
tration (1879-80) : D. E. Sibley, G. T. Smith, G. T. Beebe, P. W.
Dater, Charles Floyd. Committee of Appeals: Charles E. Cul
ver, P. P. Oldershaw, J. J. McDermid, Josiah Stiles, L. D. Norton.
/870-80-S/. — Directors: George Clark, J.J. McDermid, J.
G. Beazley, J. H. French, W. J. Pope. Committee of Arbitration
(1880-81): C. W. Kreigh, G. A. Mair, H. I). Warner, J. R. Hodson, J. M. Ball. Committee of Appeals: W. H. Crocker, H. H.
Ross, D. W. Irwin, A. N. Young, C. W. Brega.
1S80-81-82.—Directors: S. A. Scribner, S. H. Larminie. 1.
J. Lester, Louis C. Huck, F. A. Howe. Committee of Arbitra
tion (1881-82) : W. H. Beebe, W. S. Seaverns, John Snowell, II.
11. Aldrich, George C. FCIdredge. Committee of Appeals: Asa
Dow, I. P. Rumsey, G. T. Smith, Frank Clifton, C. H. Hulburd.
1881-82-83.—Directors: S. A. Kent, A. W. Green, W. B.
Walker, G. 11. Sidwell, E. Nelson Blake. Committee of Arbitra
tion (1882-83) : H. G. Gaylord, J. R. Hodson, F. A. Crittenden,
A. C. Thomas, J. M. Piatt. Committee of Appeals: J. II.
Dwight, J. M. Ball. L. G. Holly, H. D. Warner, C. H. Adams.
1882-83-84.—Directors : A. W. Green, W. B. Walker, G. H.
Sidwell. E. N Blake, I. S. Younglove. Committee of Arbitration
(1882-83) : H. G. Gaylord, J. R. Hodson, F. A. Crittenden, A.

C. Thomas, J. M. Piatt. Committee of Appeals: J. H. Dwight,
L. G. Holly, J. M. Ball, H. D. Warner, C. II. Adams.
1883-84-85.—Directors : N. B. Ream, G. C. Eldredge, G. D.
Baldwin, J. H. Robertson, S. D. Foss. Committee of Arbitration
(18S3-84) : G. G. Parker, A. Eddy, George C. Ball, William Gard
ner, Z. R. Carter. Committee of Appeals: II . W. Rodgers, H.
H. Aldrich, W. F. Blair, W. S. Seaverns, C. H. Blackman.
1883-84-85.—Directors : J. II. Milne, G. D. Baldwin, S. D.
Foss, T. J. Lefens, G. D. Rumsey. Committee of Arbitration
(1884-85): J. R. Hodson, E. A. Hamill, M. C. I.ightner, John
West, W. 1). Gregory. Committee of Appeals: W. M. Gregg, G.
W. Couch, T. S. F rancis, R. W. Dunham, H. G. Gaylord.
1884-85-86.—Directors : G. H. Wheeler, C. A. Mair, L. G.
Hollv, J. M. Ball, [. J. Bryant. Committee of Arbitration
(1885-86) : William Gardner, F. G. Kammerer, J. C. Merrill, G.
W. Phillips, F. G. Logan. Committee of Appeals: J. B. Hobbs,
Z. R. Carter, A. Eddy, Jr., P. B. Weare, N. T. Wright.
1555-S6-S7—Directors : W. S. Seaverns. J. C. Hately, W. H.
Crocker, Edmund Norton, W. W. Catlin. Committee of Arbitra
tion (1SS6-87): W. B. Waters, J. J. Badenock, J. R. Hodson, C.
B. Congdon, L. H. Ash. Committee of Appeals : J. C. Rogers,
J. J. McDermid, G. H. Sidwell, H. H. Aldrich, J. L. Ward.
1556-87-88.—Directors : G. G. Moore, G. J. Brine, W. H.
Beebe, W. D. Gregory, George G. Parker.
THE OPEN BOARD OF TRADE.
The objects of this association, as expressed in its
rules and by-laws, are the same as those of the regular
Board. That such an organization was demanded by
the advancing trade and commerce of the city, many
far-sighted business men thoroughly believed before its
successful operations established it on a firm foundation.
One of its principal features at the beginning was to en
able its members and customers to deal in smaller
amounts of staples than was permitted on the older
board, and yet preserve as strict integrity in all trans
actions. It commenced business, in a rather informal
way, on December 15, 1877, but was not incorporated
under the laws of the State until May 12, 1880. At
first, a room was occupied on the Board of Trade alley;
then, for two years, the basement No. 121 LaSalle
Street was used, and afterward its business was con
ducted under the Chamber of Commerce Building. In
1882, steps were taken to erect a building of its own.
A lot situated on Pacific Avenue, between Jackson and
Van Buren streets, 100 x 105 feet, was leased for ninetynine years, and an elegant and spacious building has
been erected thereon, at a cost of $150,000. It is six
stories in height, with a handsome face of superior
pressed brick, relieved by brown-stone and terra-cotta
trimmings. The main hall on the first floor is 101 X85
feet. The secretary's office and clearing-house are on
the second floor. The offices are all connected with the
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lower floor by speaking tubes. A convenient club-room
for the members is at the east side, on the sixth floor.
The methods of trading are practically the same in
both Boards, and many leading firms belong to both.
The number of members on January i, 1886, was
four hundred and ten. The initiation fee is now

Pirn r 1 ill 1
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OPEN BOARD OF TRADE
$250, provision being made in the rules that said fee
shall be $500 when the membership reaches five hun
dred. The yearly assessment for expenses is $50. The
annual elections are held on the second Tuesday in
May, and the elective officers are a president and vicepresident, for a term of one year, and eight directors
for two years, four being elected each year.
The following is the financial statement of the asso
ciation for the year ending April 30, 1885:
Receipts.
Cash on hand May 1, 1884
$77,278 37
From assessments
$ 18,900 00
Special assessments from clerks 1 , 840 00
Kent of offices and telephone
boxes ...
18,907 25
Sale of bonds.
20,088 50
Clearing-house and sundries
2,404 96
62,140 71
$139,419 08
Expenditures.
Cash paid on account of build
ing
$ 83,106
For ground rent
11,199
Interest on bonds
7.5°°
Insurance, taxes, and repairs.. 4,762
Lawsuits, $803 50;
fuel,
$2,871 58
3,675
Market reports, gas, etc.. .
6,017
Salaries, and printing and sta
tionery
12,869
Sundries
1,864

65
96
00
25
08
lS

Thomas Marshal Baxter, commission merchant, son of Dr.
John and Cassandra H. Baxter, was born at Mount Vernon, Ohio,
on November 11, 1840. Until he reached his eighteenth year he
attended the public schools of his native town, and then entered
the Michigan University, at Ann Arbor, from which he graduated,
with honors, in the class of 1862. With the view of adopting the
law as a profession, he attended one term of lectures in the law de
partment of his Alma Mater, but becoming dissatisfied with so sed
entary a life he went to Detroit, and became a member of the firm
of Edwards & Baxter, dealers in rubber goods, belting, etc., Wood
ward Avenue. In 1865, the firm was dissolved, and Mr. Baxter
came to Chicago, and during the ensuing years operated on Board
of Trade. It was during the year 1877 that Mr. Baxter projected
the idea of an Open Board of Trade; and it was through his energy
and encouragement that the plan took form and was placed in ac
tive operation. On account of the business failure of his colleagues
shortly afterward, he was obliged to assume the entire responsibility
and control of the organization, and for some time he carried on
the business alone. He succeeded in inaugurating another formal
organization in the spring of 1S78, and, with the stimulus thus
gained, the Open Board of Trade became a success and has since
been in a prosperous condition. Until the building now occupied
by the Open Board was erected, Mr. Baxter was located at No. 127
LaSalle Street; in May, 1885, he moved to his present quarters.
Mr. Baxter was honored with the presidency of the Open Board
during the four years subsequent to its organization, and has since
been tendered the same honor, which he was obliged to decline be
cause of the demands of his private business. Mr. Baxter was
married, in March, 1863, to Miss Mary L. Danforth, of Ann Ar
bor, Mich., daughter of Hon. George Danforth.
Henry C. Gray is the son of John and Mary (Cole) Gray, and
was born at Burlington, Iowa, in 1842. He was educated at Bur
lington College, in his native town. When about sixteen years old,
he became a clerk in the general merchandise store of George, W.
Gray, at Lansing, Iowa, where he remained for about three years,
when he moved to Chicago, and finished a commercial college course
of study. He soon entered the employ of Charles Biggs, who had
then a cutlery store on Lake Street, and three months later he en
listed in the Army, becoming a member of the famous Mercantile
Battery, composed entirely of business men of Chicago. He re
mained with this branch of the service, seeing some hard fighting
under Grant, in the battles and sieges which led to the capture of
Vicksburg, until the battery was lost in the ill-fated Red River Ex
pedition under General Banks. He also served under Generals
Sherman and McClernand, and in the latter years of the War was
under General Grierson on his expedition through Georgia and
Alabama. Having served through the entire War, he returned to
Chicago in 1865, and entered the employ of Biggs, Spencer & Co.,
cutlery, at No. 44 Lake Street, remaining with that firm until 1 871 ,
when he commenced the cutlery business for himself, having as
partners Joseph H. Williamson and James P. Chess, the firm name
being Williamson, Gray & Co., and their place of business at No.
84 Lake Street. The firm dissolved in 1874, and Mr. Gray en
tered the employ of E. R. Hood& Co., grain and commission mer
chants, where he remained until 1876. He was next with S. C.
Spencer & Co., in the same business, for about a year, and then he
established himself in the commission business at No. 133 LaSalle
Street, but soon moved to No. 162 Washington Street, where he re
mained until the new Board of Trade building was opened, when
he changed to his present quarters. He was one of the founders
of the Open Board of Trade, and has been a director since 1879.
He was married to Mary E., daughter of Elijah Mason, of Chicago,
in 1S72, and has been a member of the Board of Trade since 187S.
The following tables are self-explanatory:

40
98
Year.

Cash on hand April 30...

$130,995 47
8,423 61

$139,419 08
List ok Officers from 1880 to 1885.
President.
Vice-President.
Secretary.
Treasurer.
1880....T. M. Baxter,
D. S. Mugridge, L. E. Hall,
S. C Clark.
18S1 George W. Hunt, W. D. French.
Alonzo Eaton, L. J. Lamson.
188a T. M. Baxter,
W. D. French,
Alonzo Eaton, I.. J. Lamson.
1883 W D.French, E.J.Noble.
Alonzo Eaton, L. J. Lamson.
1884 W. D. French, E. J. Noble,
Alonzo Eaton, L. J. Lamson.
1885 E. J. Noble,
E. E. Powers,
Alonzo Eaton, L. J. lamson.
Directors (1885-86): L. J. Lamson, E. T. Wanzer, M. J.
Sheridan, J. C. Myers, J. W. Brown, W. D. Hurford, E N. Mor
gan, S. W. Hunt.
Arbitration Committee (1886-87): S. W. Bassett, E. P.
Phelps, William Strawbridge, W. E. Aiken.
Appeals Committee (1886-87): D. S. Mugridge, M. McKee,
W. D. French, W. H. Cuyler.
21

1872 ...
1873...
1874- 1875 --1876 ...
1877--1878 ...
1879...
1880 ...
1881 ...
1882...
1883 ...
1884...
1885 ---

Seeds* (pounds).
Shipments.
Receipts.
44,755,412
52,813,468
73.192.773
75,885,230
96,890,420
51,141,672
48.333.521
50,509,727
53.972,825
47,363,084
52,839,404
70,704,252 ■
68,096,691
67,674,000

22,358,542
25,761,324
43,315.623
55.428,491
82,344,295
49,977,020
40,538,960
47,361.744
44,704,545
49,610,368
54,469,994
62,078,720
50,001,830
52,626,000

Salt (barrels).
Receipts.
Shipments.
606,673
651,506
687,239
706,588
906,965
1,327,028
1,382,197
1,461,233
1,707,446
1,651,239
1,607,218
1,524,291
I,49°.478
1,438,681

513,850
58l,l67
657,295
683,292
779,676
809,098
841,092
867,954
1,062,028
986,759
1,320,099
1,037,166
1,209,518
1,225,309

♦Up to 1876 all seeds are included ; after that date flaxseed is excluded.
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Wheat.

Year.

Receipts,
bushels.

Shipments,
bushels.

1872..
I873—
IS74--1875 —
1876...
1877 —
1878...
1879...
1880...
1881...
1882...
1883...
1884...
1885...

12,724,141
26,266,562
29,764,622
24,206,370
16,574,058
14,164,515
29.713.577
34, 106, log
23,541,607
14,824,990
23,008,596
20,364,155
26,307.587
19,266,772

12,160,046
24,055.657
27,634.587
23,184,349
14,361,950
13,909,160
24,711,239
31,006,789
22,796,288
17,127,540
19,767.884
11,728,754
21,046,577
13,265,223

its position as the leading manufacturing city of the
great West, has notably fallen behind in the manufac
ture of flour. There was not as much flour milled in
the city, from 1871 to 1885, as in the preceding four
teen years, by over one and a quarter million of barrels;
and in no year since 1871 has the product been equal
to city consumption. Improved methods in the manu
facture of flour from spring wheat, and the use of water
power, made it possible for the enterprise of Minne
apolis,—in the very center of the wheat region and
using the most perfect machinery in the world—to defy
all competition in the manufacture of flour ; and in the
last year her twenty-six mills, having a daily capacity of
thirty-three thousand barrels, manufactured five million
of barrels of flour against the half million of Chicago.
The fact also that the price of wheat in the latter city
almost always ranges higher than flour, does not invite
special effort in this direction. Only six mills in the

Local consump Average price
tion, or
left on hand, No.per 2bushel.
spring.
bushels.
Cents.
564,095
121.00
1,810,905
II7.50
2,130,035
108.75
1,022,021
IO2.50
2,212,108
I03.I2j£
255.355
120. 50
5,002,338
96.62^
3,099,320
99-I2J4
745.319
105.62^
114.50
3,240,712
"4-75
8,635,401
101.75
5. 35i.oio
83.00
6,001,549
83.70

Corn.
Year.

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1881
1882
1883
1885

Receipts,
bushels.

Shipments,
bushels.

47,366,087
38.157.232
35,799.638
28,341,150
48,668,640
47.915.728
63,651,518
64.339.321
97,272,844
78,393.315
49,061,755
74,412,319
59.580,445
62,930,474

47.013.552
36,754.943
32,705,224
26,443,854
45,629,035
46,361,901
59,944,200
61,299,376
93.572,934
75,463.213
49,073,609
71,666,508
53,274.050
58,807,609

Oats.

Local con Average price
sumption or left per bushel
on hand, for Number 2.
bushels.
(Cents.)
352,535
1,402,289
3,004,414
1,897,266
3,039,605
1,553.827
3.707,318
3.039.945
3,699,910
2,930,102
988,146
2,745.811
6,306,395
4,122,865

37.25
37.OO
65.OO
63-75
44.62
44.75
37-37
35-62^
37-62^
49-75
67.37
53-54
51.20
42.65

Receipts,
bushels.

Shipments,
bushels.

15,061,715
17,888,724
13,901,235
12,916,428
13,030,121
13.506,773
18,839,297
16,660,428
23,490,915
24,861,538
26,802,872
36,502,283
40,082,362
37,687,241

12,255,537
15,694.133
10,561,673
10,279,134
11,271,642
12,497,612
16,464,513
13,514,020
20,649,427
23.250,297
23,658,239
31,845,993
34,230,893
32,666,065

Rve.
Year.

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
IS79
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885

Receipts,
bushels.

Shipments,
bushels.

1,129,086
1,189,464
791,182
699.583
I.447.9I7
1,728,865
2,490,615
2,497,340
1,869,218
1,363.552
1,984,516
5.484.259
3.327.516
1,905,616

776,805
960,613
335.077
310,592
1.433.976
1.553,375
2,025,654
2,234,363
1,365,165
1,104,452
i,773,M8
3.838,554
4.365.757
1,218,623

Average
Local con
sumption or left
on hand,
per
bushels.
bushel.
2,806,178
3.194.59«
3.339.562
2,637,294
1.758,479
1,009,161
2,374.784
3,146,408
2,841,488
1,611,241
3,244,633
4,656,290
5,851,469
5.021,176

29H
28«46
47
31 XA
22 H
27 ,
29^
37^
43 M
34 'A
29'A

Baklky.

Local con
Opening and
sumption or left closing
price
on hand,
for the year.
bushels.
352,281
228,851
456,105
388,991
13.941
I75.490
464,961
262,977
504.053
259,100
211,368
1.645.705
686,993

MILLING AND FLOUR BUSINESS.
The growth of this industry in this country for the
past fourteen years is one of the marvels of the age.
Chicago, however, which has maintained, or advanced,

95
76
65
63
66
72
56
43
81
85
95
57
58
52

@ 68
@ 99
@ 78
@ 70
@ 73
@ 56
@44
@ 81
@ 85
© 96
@ 57
@ 60
@62
@ 58

Receipts,
bushels.

Shipments,
bushels.

Local
consumption or
left on hand,
bushels.

Opening
and closing
prices
for wheat.

5.25L750
4,240,239
3.354.981
3.107.297
4,7l6,36o
4.990.379
5,754.0h9
4,936,562
5.211,536
5.695,358
6,488,140
8,831,899
7,849,829
10,781,240

5,032,308
3,366,041
2,404,538
1,868,206
2,687,932
4,213,656
3,520,983
3,566,401
3,110,985
3.I13.25I
3,208,252
4.643.0I I
4,095,500
5.58l,l8l

219.442
874,198
950,443
1,239,091
2,028,428
776,723
2,233,076
1,370,161
2,100,551
2,582,107
3.279.888
4,188,888
3.754.329
5,200,059

$1 . 23 @ 84
1. 18 @i.i8
64 @I .40
60 @ 70
78® 68
64® 57
41 @ 56
51 @ 66
82 @i.o8
1 . 13 @i .06
1 05 @ 80
50@ 44
61 @ 56
61 @ 65

city are largely employed, and great discrimination and
judgment is required in the grades handled to enable
them to realize a profitable return on the capital in
vested.

THE BOARD OF TRADE.
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Annual Receipts of Flour (in barrels) at Chicago, from 1858 to 1871, inclusive.
BMeatwrechn 81.1864.and
By

1858.

1859.

1860.

1861.

MBeatrwechn 81.1865.and

BMetawrecnh 31.1866.and

1862.
lis

M31.1a8r6c5h.

M31.1a8r6ch.

MBeatrwechn 31.1867.and
M31,1a8rc7h.

MBeatrwechn 31.1868.and
1869.

M31.
1868.arch

1870.

1871.

M31.
1a8r6c9h.

« E
Illinois A Mich. Canal..
Galeua A4Chicago
Ry...
Chicago
Kock Island.
Illinois Central
Chicago.
Burlington A
Qulncy
Chicago. St. Paul A Fond
du Lac a Alton
Chicago
Chicago ft Milwaukee..
Michigan
Michigan southern
Central
Chicago A Northwest'n.
Pittsburgh.
A Chicago Ft. Wayne
Chicago A Eastern
Cincinnati. Columbus &
Plttsburgh, Chicago *

2,854 5.456 17,828
57.708
45,779 8.474
105.5112 133.541
156.915
87.205 163.988 91.815
29.333 79,277 58.106
104,307 135,237 77.060
56.549
47,193 84i787 7.856
8.138 10, 786
12.602
659 17.539
12.746
11,246 15,978 17.079
45.268 239,307
5,565 9.523

13.199
32.550
213,281
228,438
198.883
212.560

13.647
241.958
233.268
209. 6 in
288,926
253.219

12.282 12.414 81.487 47,952 25,886 27.428 44,732 20,797 47.673
162.857
187.4 811 84.715 55.216 45,817 32.959 34,655 17,938 10,823 13.586
165. 152 140.856
179:803 "213,797
"234.576 "251.082
320.018 212,066 1241871
128.892 80,178 116,417 28L727
472,546 364.626 306.859 139:355
185.794 133.142 140.333 173,479 209,145 205,213 167,820 143.680 204,545

41594
48.154 53,366
105,299 57.754
62.042 51.874
87,441 77,844
32.486 88,094 74.621
65.100
9.973 12.946
129,406
12.293
8.285
5,617
22.369
29.640
10,677 21.688 20.535
6.757
2.449
14.743
7,689
12.574 9.979 16.508 17.484 36.581 15.156 25,458 34,489 23.621
16.467 9.636
898,222 821.277 246.208 477,719 506.011 1.386.913 961.506 239.030 1.304,359 624,777 675.478
694
4,238 3.186 4,495 4.093 5.901
893 2.169 1,968 toll
1,921
11.974 10.057 2,676
161
2.700
4.857 6,407 1.530

Total
1,252.116 2.022.060 1.648.906 2,276,335 2.218,822 1,766.037 1.412.177
Manufacfil In Chicago . 522,137
2:12,110(1 1.479.284
140.403 726.321
16.100 713.348
291.852 1,666.891
260.9811 1,424,055 1,170,274
29.018 301.776 452.528 609.606 747.932 513.285 443.976 327.739
14.5J5 6.723 16,358 31,745 26.986 223.123
136.800 105.839 85,000 23.616 62.693 74,925 88,230 56.691 72.835
677.045 819.1 14 961.701 |l.802.881 1.954,857 1.783.975 1.565.750 1,638.892 2.498.204 2.321.205 3.099.192 2,850,837 2.266.704 1.812,751
■Number of barrels received from January 1 to March 31. 1863, 154,602.

Mode of Shipment of Flour (in barrels) from Chicago, from 1858 to 1871, inclusive.
M81.1•a8rc4h.
By

1858.

1859.

1860.

1861.

to

1862.
M81,
1a8r6c3h.

Lake
377.177 365,309 218.741 542,927
Illinois & Southern
Mich. Canal..
54
158
34
Michigan
Ry. '28.197 126.087
444.392
Michigan Central
51.362 65.911 158.548
80.157 242,430
Illinois Central
Chicago, Burlington A 1,708 6,443 50.109 43,008
579 594 5,189 3.481
Pittsburgh. Ft. Wayne
A Chicago
113.625 169.377 314.196
2.029
Chicago, Alton A St.
1.430 13.488 2.846
6.337
Chicago A Milwaukee.. 3.018 4.029
1.567 1,264
Chicago
A
Rock
1
423 2.491
1.959
fTtltfffn .V N.utliwofi.
375
301
Cincinnati Air Line
Chicago A at. Eastern
Cincinnati.
Columbus A
Indiana Central
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati

to
M31.1864.arch M81,
1a8r6c5h.

1.057.803 1.207.843 1.034,793
690 2.845 1,133
285.034
174.351 89.956
98,:ii,, 71.750
36,110
3,772 13.443 8,874
138
774
2.225
213,573 82.551 100,887
8.018 5,018
3,172
8.532
857
647 11,812
456 4.620
5.206
1,271
1,179

to
M81,1863,arch M31.1a8r6ch.

to
M31,
1866,arch M31,
1a8r6c7h.

to
M81,
1887,arch M31,
1a8r6c8h.

to
M81.1868,arcli M31.1a8r6c9b.

1869.

1870.

1871.

646.356
700
171.305
152.876
70.712
2,095
319.531
59.294
3.517
22.450
1,200
73,149

481.491
218
419.947
262.072
70,005
2,162
565,303
27,718
301
21.554
2.562
338.454

650.867
512
216.139
181.488
33.423
5,224
432.240
18.701
"i7.934
4.170

774.556
554
355.203
306.620
107.787
3.159
640,525
52.680
"36:4.920
186

829.272
986
3611.736
220.678
105.934
5.218
469.141
60.084
10.500
8.794

574.808
2.510
302.560
207.165
83.939
7.677
231.908
15.326
19.456
13.516

488,505
1.784
152.967
230.090
37,482
4.860
207.648
17.900
19.923
23.314

357,715

2.700
272.680 187,413 103.021

Tots!
City consumption and 470.402 686.351 698.132 1.803.920 1.739.849 1.507,814 1,287.540 1.523,876 2.197.787 1.917.925 2.723,817 2.339,063 1 705.977 1.287.574
unaccounted for
199.920 191.840 231.824 171.975 165,720 170.823 193.205 91.400 287.724 328,855 278.477 454.583 487.892
In store
6.728 16,353 31.745 26,986 48.788 105.839 85,000 23.816 62.693 74,925 101.898 56.691 72.835
677.045 894.544 961.701 1,802.881 1.954.357 1.783.976 1.565.750 1.638.892 2.498.204 2.321.205 3.099,192 2.850.337 2.266,704 1,812.751
•Number of barrels shipped from January 1 to March 31, 1863, '0,071
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Annual Receipts of Flour (in barrels) at Chicago, from 1872 to 1885, inclusive.
By

1872.

1873.

1874.

1873.

1876.

1877.

1878.

1879.

1880.

1881.

1882.

1883.

1884.

188D.

Lake
31,344 83,784 36.113 26.330 32,765
18.302 47,875 44.719 17,036 22.735 18,010 15.531 36.176 48.435
III. * 4Mich.
47,092 81,805 76,962 57.551 42,314 5 '.020 12.085 53.891 87.913 89,466 91.777
Bait.
OhioCanal.
11. R.. 17.586 15,180 20.923
1,916
19
417
680
439
230 2,413 1.071 118.245 111.612
403
1,622
Chicago & Alton.. . 67.100 87,100 91,500 102,120 78.318 92,580 77.283 70,953 123.839 117,500
238,675 98.123
Chicago
Atlantic
492
Chicago, &liurllngtou
*
Qulncy...
113,623
238.831
95,734
131,502
229.878
264.657
237.837 137,137
168.392
192.538
427.292
460,950
662.507
421.597
Chicago A Eastern
9U0
700 1,092 8,545 23,818 9.587 36,724 30,779 19,056 10,590 19.880 31,755 12.335 13.795
Chicago A Grand
1.117 5.887
1,546 1.626 4.699
4,533
Chicago, Milwau
kee % St. Paul
1.204,374
1,179.048
2
182.304
1.565,679
1,521,226
2,086.876
538.721
769.995
865,746
1,176,088
1,142.403
980.917
Chic* N'th Wesfn 1,027.335 1,202.002 1.208,837 1.134,362 1,172.662 930.211 964.809 1,295.234 1,187.608 1.749.352 1,865,516 1,500,189 1,457,637 2.282.121
1,814,017
Chicago A Pacific.
24
390
72 79,712
526 75,342
Chlc.Tt.
I.
A
Pac...
698,259
603.848
94,819
133.585
124.835
97,371
115.034
18.258
"64,207
443.020
515.847
39,899
Chicago, 8t. Louts
& Pittsburgh
853
■"«!»«
Illinois Central ... 153.484 209,885 216.223 220,610 129.722 135.301 158,902 188,586 102.993 62,096 59.116 16,310
' 1SM0B
LakeSh're & Mich.
7.010
5,711
14,156
14,177
12,458
36,550
44.882
49.636
8,135
8,075
6.096
2,756
5,670
9,108
Louisville. New
5.700
Albany A Chic.
43
1.850
897
Michigan Central.. 20,750 3,429 10,275 23,999 19.123 5,210 6,307 16,319 11,759 84,622 21,312 20.581
6,799 19.350
N.Y.,Chicago A St
480 2.285
208
Pittsburgh.Cincin
nati A St. Louis..
167
1.175
516
555
9,131
1,215
1,898
6,007
5,976
887
J.490
Pittsburgh. Fort
1.S62
Wayne & Chic...
1,991
125
3,442 2,553
25
1.776
535
352 1,000 1,209 11.754 16.309 128,283
Wabash. Bt L. A P.
158,011 1651946 70.875
26,679 87,811
Total receipts..
Manufactured In 1,532,014 2,487,376 2,666,679 2,625.883 2.955,197 2.691.142 3.030.562 3.369,958 3,215,389 4.815,239 4,177.912 4.295,515 4.960,830 5,379,772
2K4.868 244.667 249.653 271.074 293.244 308,284
238,200 300,358 294.720 535.841
In storeandvessels 186,968
82.700 25.582 45.700 60,400 62,760 63.531 78,049 285.904
89,187 196,041
95.100 91,525 83,725 80,217 62.427 TO
1.751,682 2.777.321 2,957.046 2 935.936 8.289.031 3.047.917 3.416,895 3.743.049 3,506,030 5,144.964 4.561.995 4,670.452 5.559,098 6.013,565

Annual Shipments of Flour (in barrels) from Chicago, from 1872 to 1885, inclusive.
By
Lake
111. A Mich.A Can
Baltlm're
Ohio'1
Chicago * Alton
Chic. A Atlantic
C. B. * 6
Chic.
Chic. &A Eastern
G'd Tr'k.
C,
M.
&St.
P....
Chicago ,S N.-W.
Chic. &, Pacific
Chi.. Rk. Is. * P.
Illinois Central .
Lake
Mich.Shore
.South'nA
L'ville, N. Al
banyCentral...
A Chlc'go
Mich.
Chic. St. U A
Pitts
N. T., Chic. 4
St.
Pitts..L Cln. *
8t L.
Pitts., Ft, W. 4
Chicago
Wab., St. L. A P.
Total shlpm'ts
In store and in
City consump
tion aud for
unac
counted

1872.

1873.

1874.

1875.

1876.

18:7.

1878.

1879.

1880.

1881.

1882.

1883.

1884.

1885.

223.457 428,321 555.152 328,283 236.591 148.779 321.648 330,257 527,873 159.415 792.764 801.099 753.357 621.473
1,201
180
1,012
1.272
1002
811
645 122.750
703
1,502
545
1,336
783 1.488
195.243
8.341 186.829
82.723 58.135 63,840 43.903 58.200 86,567 75.914
4.108
29.724
14.552
4,390 173.058
5,607 12,596 408.231
7,800
5,161 14,268 14,690 15,396 13,864 21,887 21.502 279,101
607.357
1.174
450
7.346
4.244
4.363 5.485 5.094 6.812 6.446 5,102 8.913 2.504 11.151
2
568
3.732
8 3,404 304.500
21,142
9,480
10.920 453.524
8.009 17 269 13,470 17.806 18,193 24,406 10,521 22,906 61,490 191.768
394.647 298.813
128.569
15.734
20
201)
684
1.668 3.077 i.722 4,269 3,538 9.131 17,764 87.384
' '2'i,'262 29.807
8,416
5.243
7.824 11.470
10,021 14.136 12,104 13.917 27,161 28.928
506
186
991
935
1.186
1,081
2.285
6.814 13.024 20,563 18.149 12.793 12,142
9.872
6.156 6.053 10.272 11,658 6.796 11.174
39.528 49,825 39.289 28.873 37,114 39,436 21.140 16,240 16,572 24,365 84.936 29,011 34.459 89:121
132,249 351.435 399.564 433.144 621,767 694,998 730.946 668.696 555.599 1,071,885 561,011 399,831 1.062,008 778,162
1.485 9.840 24.120
831
181.850 430,105 363.833 514,448 548.434 783.489 775,401 1,012.094 782,534 1,028,254 902.505 1.028,018 675,713 610.279
501,159 342.611 507,273
71.601 228,560 226,805
236,684 372,063 296.733 225.317 266.710 168.717 152,076 192.121 265,302 762.708 546.358
509.081 994.757
472.185 619,864 603.566 513,175 699.561 499.802 655.065 738,651 507.816 916,207 475.917 515.274
1.168 4.208 6.470 3.454 68.206 251.657
1,361,328 2.303,490 2,306.576 2,285.113 2,634.838 2.482,305 2.779,640 3,090.540 2,862,737 4,499,743 3,843,067 3.999.431 4,808.884 5,209,299
25,562 45,700 60,400 62,760 63.531 78.049 89,187 95.100 91.528 88,725 80.217 62.427 55.628 58,628
364,772 428.131 590.070 588.063 590,662 487.563 548,068 559.409 552,268 561,496 638,711 608,594 691.586 745,688
1.751.682 2.777.321 2,957.046 2,935,936 3.289.081 3.047,917 8.416,895 3.745.049 3.506.580 5.144,964 4,561.995 4.670.452 5,559,098 6,013.565
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Amount (in barrels) of Flour manufactured in Chicago, from 1858 to 1871, inclusive.
From March 31 to March 31 each year.
CO 00
1858.

1859.

1861.

1862.

1869. 1870.
1865.

1;Adams
.-■■■■a . Balnea.
k"e"street
Late
" .
Empire
West
Lake Street.
.
Michigan
Chicago
City
Chlrago
Marple & Cole
Oriental
Ionic
.(Iran D. Cole, Jr
State
Maples
National
•
Walker Bro». 4 ..Iliiniphrey.
Hawkins * Chapman
Harden
City
Union Pacific
Dater, Wheeler A Co
Star
and Crescent
Milwaukee
Avenue
Other mllla

45,00(1
'.•0.100
13.000
7,000

1866.

1867.

1868.

1871.

1869

40.000
25,000
ioloo'o
15.0110
15,000

50.000
55,000 36.000
46.700 53.641 38.SS6 64,000
29.000
23.0011 26.000 22.400 33.000 43.000 42,000 27.350
12.660 10,000 18.000 14.000 12.00U 16,000 18.000 10,000 14.500 8.000
20.500
50.000 65.000 40.000
15.000 11,000
29.278 '25.545 18,000
21.006 51.850
35.000 31.802
30,000 42.000 35.0001 15.000
17,300 20ii)00 27 000 23.895
45.000 30.030
33.681
40,000 50.000 I 1,000 S6.20O 97,280 103.210 55.918
27.300
36,000 47.285 46,259 48.149 44.578
'21.645
40.0011 46.670! 73.157 75.000
25.000 26.592
56.381
35,000 27.000
22,0001 37.000 23.416
40.000 35.00(1
12.350
35,000
25.000 43.432 35.692
47.000 35.187
siiooo 138.61 123.613
9.800
18.500 25.000 3.000
55.303 56,500
59.050
17.5001 28 050

30.473
9.500
8,000
10.000

,'.506

57.603 52.674
do.O'7'5 3b\666
45.000 24.000
24.796
37.381
50.300
00.321
8.000
6.500 2.000

140.403 181,500 232.000 291,852 260.980 223,123 290,187 301.776 452.528 609.606 747,932 543.285 443.976 327.739
Amount (in barrels) of Flour manufactured in Chicago, from 1872 to 1885, inclusive.
Mills.

1872. 1873.

1874.

1875.

1876.

1877.

1878.

1879.

64.868 104,514 91.011 95,509 55.910 90.097
5.260
4.100 15.000
14,000 12.000 49.800 60.000 50.200 72.000
89.750 78.532
119.100 154.849 136.656 139.144 160.864 i'39,647 161.234 1 12,672
3.000 5.666 3.666 3.000 4.500 3.500 3,000 2,500
186,968 264,363 244,687 249.653 271.074 293.24 J 308,281 285.904
Clinton BrIGGS, president of the Star and Crescent Milling;
Company, was born in Cayuga County, N. Y., on May 27, 1821,
and is a son of Gilbert and Martha (Place) Briggs. He worked
on his father's farm and attended school until he was twenty-one
years of age, when he left home and started for the West. After
spending two years in Cincinnati, where he was employed as a
clerk, he moved to Rockford, 111., and commenced business, but
soon sold out and went to St. Louis, where he filled a clerical posi
tion for eight years. In 1856, he came to Chicago, and became a
partner in the firm of Ewing, Briggs & Co., wholesale grocers.
This house did a large and profitable trade until 1870, when they
closed up their business. Mr. Briggs, in company with Thomas
Heermans, soon after bought a milling interest on West Randolph
Street, which they carried on together until Mr. Heermans's death,
in 1880. Mr. Briggs continued the business alone until 1883,
when a corporation was formed with the following officers: Clinton
Briggs, president; C. B. Cole, vice-president; Z. T. Cole, secretary
and treasurer. Henry C. Cole is also a stockholder and director.
Mr. Briggs was elected treasurer of the city under Mayor Heath in
1876-77, and in the administration of this public trust exercised
the same care and circumspection that have characterized his con
duct of the large interests of the Star and Crescent Mills. He
was a member of the Board of Trade for twenty-eight years, one of
its board of directors for several years, and was first vice-president
in 1861 In 1869, Mr. Briggs married Sarah Jane Wray, daughter
of Robert Wray, a retired Irish physician, who yet resides at Pitts
burgh, Penn. Mrs. Briggs died in 1884, leaving two children,—
Martha and Jennie.
Bakf.rs—Some sketches of the more prominent of
this class of manufacturers are given, a perusal of
which will convey an idea of the magnitude of the
business in this city.
Mechanical Bakery. —In 1858, Dr. Berdan, the famous
sharpshooter, invented an oven for baking crackers, which worked
automatically and continuously, greatly adding to the produc
tive capacity of a bakery. It was brought to the attention of
some of the representative capitalists of this city, and a joint-stock
company was formed for putting it into practical use. Among
those interested, were the late J. T. Ryerson, who became the
president of the company and its general manager, Rumsey Bros.
& Co., and the late E. C. Lamed. The company was incorporated
under the name of the Chicago Mechanical Bakery Company.
They erected a building on Clinton Street, between Lake and Ran

1880. 1881.

1882.

1883.

1884. 1885.

3.200
12.000 12.000
15 600 15.500
34.548
78.000 136,000
224!349
184!725
235:241
169!
385
175.316
69993 87,000 115,633 125.385 175.000 160.000
110.000
1,500
196,041 238.200 300.358 294.72P 535 841 575.165

dolph, with three stories and basement. The oven alone cost
$40,000, and was a very ingenious affair, but so complicated that
it was liable to get out of order, and, in consequence, was expensive
to keep in repair. It was very successful from the first, and bade
fair to revolutionize the entire cracker business of the country.
The company also made bread and pies, and did a general baking
business for the city trade. Henry C. Childs was superintendent;
William W. Shaw, now of Blake, Shaw & Co., had charge of the
books; George Fyfe, now of Hay & Prentice, was shipping clerk;
Elisha W. Case, of Case & Martin, had charge of the pie depart
ment; Alexander Moody and Charles E. Waters were employes; and,
indeed, nearly every other prominent man in the baking business,
now in the city, had something to do with it in one way or another.
Besides the great Berdan oven, they ran four common ovens for
bread, pies, etc. They employed about one hundred hands, ran
fifteen teams, and kept two men on the road. Soon after the War
broke out they opened a branch house in Louisville, Ky., and,
obtaining a large contract from the Government, devoted the cracker
department exclusively to the making of hard-bread for the Army.
This was a fortunate stroke for the company, and while the War
lasted they made money; but, it was a clumsy corporation, and it
had a shrewd and active opponent in the person of J. M. Dake,
who, forecasting the end of the War, was busy building up a per
manent trade all over the Northwest; therefore, when the War
closed, Mr. Dake had the trade and the corporation had—its
"plant." The result was, Mr. Dake rented the whole establish
ment for five years, at a yearly rental of §7.500, solely to get rid
of it. He took into his service such of its employes as he wanted,
sub-let the building to various persons, for all sorts of uses, and
closed the career of the Mechanical Bakery, after an existence of
about fourteen years. The costly machinery of the oven was
finally sold for old iron, and the building was bought by Mr.
Phillips, the well-known dealer in hams, and it is now noted as
Phillips's ham house.
The Dake Bakery.—This bakery has become, if not the
largest, at least one of the largest, and best equipped institutions of
its kind in this country. Its building, situate on the corner of
Adams and Clinton streets, is 65 by 200 feet, and is four stories
and a basement. The power is furnished by a Corliss engine of
one hundred horse-power. Since the fire, the company have baked
no bread, but confine their attention to the manufacture of all kinds
of crackers, snaps, jumbles, cakes, etc. One hundred and fifty
persons of both sexes and of various ages are employed in the
bakery, and their pay-roll amounts to about $1,200 a week, exclu
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sive of amount paid to their travelling men. They have four reel- E. B., Robert and Walden W. An English abolitionist by hered
ovens, running steadily day and night, and annually use thirty-live ity, Mr. Shaw naturally inclined to the principles and tenets of the
thousand barrels of flour, twelve hundred barrels of molasses, two republican party during the War, and ftis sympathies have been
thousand tierces of lard, and other articles in proportion. To dis
with that party ever since. But while Mr. Shaw is a thinking and
pose of their goods, they keep ten men on the road continually, observant man, and alive to the abuses and disadvantages of uni
who travel from Lake Superior to the Gulf of Mexico and from versal suffrage, his opinions in favor of the English system of par
Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains. The capital required to carry tial representation have been so strong all these years that he has
on this business is in the neighborhood of $250,000. This well- never been naturalized. His interest, however, in the last Presiden
known cracker bakery was started in 1861 by J. M. Dake, on the tial campaign was so great, and his chagrin that he could not vote
alley in the rear of McVicker's Theater. In the fall of 1868, Mr. for his favorite candidate, Mr. Blaine, so intense, that he took out
Dake rented the Mechanical Bakery, at a large rent, for the purpose his first papers in October, 1884, and is resolved to be ready with
of lessening the competition in trade, a very successful move on his vote in 1888. In 1876, Mr. Shaw again visited England, this
his part. He was a very energetic and practical man, and his time in company with his wife, and after sojourning at the principal
name and his goods had acquired a wide reputation at the time places of interest at home and on the Continent, returned, after an
of his death, which occurred in June, 1869. In the settlement of absence of three months. He is a member of the Second Baptist
his estate, the bakery was sold to the firm of Blake, Herdman & Church, and is an earnest and willing worker in every good cause.
Co., which was composed of E. Nelson Blake, F. M. Herdman, He now resides in a very pleasant home, at the southwest corner of
T. B. Walker and Kilby Page. Before the great fire of 1871, Mr. Ashland Avenue and Van Buren streets.
Herdman retired, his interest was purchased by W. W. Shaw and
Caleb H. Marshall was born at West Bridgewater, Mass. , on
members of the firm, and the style of the firm was changed to July 16, 1840, and was the third son of Benjamin Marshall, one of
Blake, Walker & Co. They had added a branch factory to the the oldest farmers in that vicinity. Mr. Marshall left school at the
business, which was situated on the corner of Illinois Street and age of fifteen, and, following the fortune of many boys in the re
Dearborn Avenue, but both buildings were swept away by the fire. gion of Boston (that of working in leather), went into the boot and
The loss to the company was about §100,000, but, within ten days, shoe factory of Edward Tisdale, an old and well known manufac
they had broken ground for a new building on Clinton Street, turer in the village of Cochesett, Mass., commencing at the small
between Lake and Randolph streets, on rented ground, and before pay of twenty-five cents a day. He remained there three years,
January I were at work making crackers. In January, 1879, Mr. receiving $1.25 a day during his last year, which, at that time was
Walker retired, when Mr. Shaw increased his interest to an equal considered good wages. Three years more was spent as clerk in
share with the remaining partners, and the firm name was changed his brother's store in the same village. By this time he had saved
to that of Blake, Shaw & Co. In 1881, just ten years after the enough to start in business for himself, and after taking a term
fire, the business had long outgrown the restricted quarters on at Spear & Sawyer's Commercial College, at Boston, he bought
Clinton Street, and the company bought a 100 x 200-foot lot, and out a stock of goods at South Milford, Mass., thirty miles from
put up the buildings they now occupy. In April, 1875, C. H. Boston, on the old Boston & Worcester Railway, and ran an
Marshall, who was for some years a travelling salesman for the independent business for a couple of years, also acting as postmas
company, bought an interest in the business, which he sold in 1880, ter. In the spring of 1863, he sold out, and went to Boston with
but re-purchased, with an additional amount, on March 1, 1884. the intention of visiting the city of Washington; but, after consult
On January I, 1SS5, Mr. Page retired from the business, leaving it ing with Upham & Steer, one of the houses where he had been in
in the hands of the remaining members of the firm, E. Nelson the habit of buying goods, was advised by them to turn his steps
Blake, William W. Shaw and Caleb H. Marshall. Mr. Blake is a toward Chicago. They gave him letters of introduction, one of
member of the Board of Trade, and does the purchasing of flour which was to C. E. Olmsted & Co., the proprietors of the Oriental
for the house ; Mr. Shaw attends to the duties of the office, and is Flouring Mills, situated at the Madison-street bridge. This firm
the general financial manager ; while Mr. Marshall is the general needed more help in its city salesroom, and offered him $9 a week,
superintendent, and attends to the manufacture of the goods and which young Marshall thought he would accept for three months,
other details of the business.
and thus give him a chance to see a little of Western life, but he
William IV. Shaw was born at Swineshead, near Spaulding, remained with that house three years. He then visited his old
Lincolnshire, England, on December 14, 1832. He is the eldest home. Returning to Chicago, he was employed by the Star and
son of Robert Shaw, a well-to-do farmer of Lincolnshire, who, at Crescent Flouring Mills, at Randolph-street bridge, and was their
the age of seventy-seven years, is still managing his estate of four representative on 'change, buying the wheat and selling the pro
hundred acres, with the assistance of his youngest son. William duct of the mill, which had a capacity of six hundred barrels of
received a good common school education at home, and came to flour a day, and filled this position for three years. In 1870, he
this country in the fall of 1853, having a great desire to see what went on the road as salesman for Blake, Herdman & Co., and con
there was to be seen in America. His initial year was spent in and tinued in their employ for about four years, embracing the year of
about Cleveland, Ohio, where he first assisted in the survey of the the fire. In 1875, he bought an interest in the business. In July,
railroad between Cleveland and Tiffin ; he afterward went into the 1880, he sold out, and proposed and organized the F. A. Kennedy
Biscuit Company, and became its treasurer and manager. This
freight office of the Columbus & Cincinnati Railroad, and thire re
company ran successfully until January 6, 1884, when it was burned
mained for about six months. In August, 1854, he came to Chi
out, and Mr. Marshall sold his stock to other parties and returned
cago, undeterred by the hard times or even the horrors of the chol
era, which was then raging here. He sought for work long and to Blake, Shaw & Co. Buying a much larger interest than he had
earnestly, but was prostrated with the cholera, and laid helpless for before, he assumed charge of the manufacturing department. On
six weeks, barely escaping with his life. This was pretty rough on November 17, 1869, Mr. Marshall was married to Miss Celia F.
the English lad, who had been accustomed to the comforts of a good I.eBailley, daughter of Mrs. Cecelia Thillips, formerly of Memphis,
home ; however, he persevered, and found employment in the flour Tenn., by whom he has had two children—Celia H., who died in
and feed store of Potter & Vincent, on the northwest corner of 1873; and Benjamin Howard, now a boy of eleven years. He re
Canal and Randolph streets, where he remained for three years. sides in a pleasant home, No. 781 West Monroe Street.
In the meantime he became acquainted with, and married, Miss
David F. Bremnkr was born at Ottawa, Canada, on January
Mary Ann Harrison, from his native town, who had preceded him 30, 1839, and came to Chicago, with his parents, in the fall of 1848.
to Chicago. At her suggestion, he gave up his situation, entered He received his schooling at the old University of St. Mary's.
Bell's Commercial College, and, by dint of application, mastered His first business after leaving school was clerking in his father's
the whole course in about four months, and graduated from that clothing store. He afterward kept books for a South Water Street
institution at the head of his class. He then took a situation as commission house until the breaking out of the Rebellion. He had
bookkeeper in the Mechanical Bakery, and remained with that con been a member of the Chicago Highland Guards since 1857. On
cern twelve years, beginning with a salary of $0. a week and ending January 14, 1861, the company, by a unanimous vote, tendered its
with §2, 000 a year. In the fall of 1868, Mr. J. M. Dake, finding services to the Government, which were accepted on April 23, 1861,
the Mechanical Bakery a formidable opponent, succeeded in getting and Mr. Bremner elected second lieutenant. On June 17, 1861, it
control by renting it, and Mr. Shaw took charge of his books. On was mustered into service as Co. " E," 19th Illinois Volunteer
the death of Mr. Dake, in June, 1869, he followed the fortunes of Infantry, at which time Lieutenant Bremner was promoted to be
the concern as it passed into the hands of Blake, Herdman & Co. first lieutenant. John Gabriel having left the service, Lieutenant
On the retirement of Mr. Herdman, he became a partner in the Bremner was afterward promoted captain. The iyth Illinois,
business, and has been connected with it ever since. In 1859, Mr. and with it the Highland Guards, were in the Army of the
Shaw had the misfortune to lose his wife, and taking his only son, Cumberland, under General Thomas, and Captain Bremner
William H. Shaw, then but four years of age, he returned to Eng commanded his company at the battle of Stone River, and all
land, and spent six months among the scenes of his boyhood. Af the subsequent engagements of the regiment. At the close of
ter four years of widowerhood, he was again married, on March I, the War, Mr. Bremner was married to Miss Catharine M. Michie,
1863, to Miss Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. Eli Bogardus, the daughter of James Michie, one of the old settlers of Cook County,
broom-corn grower of Belvidere, 111. ; they have three children,— and popularly known as "Squire Michie." Mr. Bremner first
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established himself in the baking business at Cairo, 111., but after
nine months came back to Chicago. He here established himself
in the bread trade, running a large number of wagons and obtaining
his supplies of the Dake and Woodman bakeries. In 1871, he had
secured a large line of customers, and when the great fire burned
out Woodman, Dake and others, he saw he must look elsewhere for
his supplies or lose his trade. With commendable foresight and
dispatch, before eight o'clock of Monday, October 10, he had rented
a part of the old Mechanical Bakery, and had men at work fixing it
up. Within forty-eight hours thereafter, he was supplying his old
customers with his own bread and cakes. In the spring of 1S72, he

Frederick Biircky, one of the oldest bakers in Chicago, was
born in Gelhausen, Germany, on June g, 1814, the son of John
Burcky, a physician. He became a pupil at the common school, and
at the age of fourteen was apprenticed to learn the trade of a baker.
His apprenticeship continued two years, and in 1830 he came to
America, with his family, which consisted of the parents and eight
children. They landed at New Orleans late in the fall of 1830,
and remained there during the winter, and in the spring of 1831
went to Cincinnati. In 1S35, Jacob Burcky, a brother, bought a
farm in Illinois midway between Hennepin and Peru, and one year
later was followed by his two brothers, Daniel and Frederick, who

VIEW OF ASHLAND AVENUE, NORTH FROM MONROE STREET.
built a bakery with three ovens at his present location. In 1874,
he began to make crackers for the city jobbing trade, and, in 1876,
his business warranted sending men into the country. In 1879, he
began the manufacture of the brand of bread known as " Eureka,"
and succeeded in revolutionizing the entire bread trade of Chicago.
That Chicago has the reputation of having the best bread in the
world is due largely to the adoption of his manner of making it.
In 188 1, Mr. Bremner established a dairy farm on some land he
owned at Orlando, Cook County, on the Wabash Railroad, for the
purpose of securing a steady supply of strictly pure milk for his
bread. He has about one hundred cows, and uses the entire yield
from the herd. He has seven bread ovens, three reel-ovens for
crackers, etc., and uses about two hundred and fifty barrels of flour
daily. The full capacity of his bakery is about four hundred barrels
a day. At various dates he greatly enlarged his building, and now
he has one of the largest and best appointed institutions in the
country. He gives employment to a total of one hundred and fifty
men in all departments of his business. His engine is a finely
built, noiseless Corliss of eighty horse-power. Mr. Bremner was
the pioneer in Chicago in the introduction and use of machinery for
mixing bread ; it is of his own invention and is a great saving of
time and labor. Mr. Bremner has six children : Agnes, Helen,
David F., Mary, James, John and Vincent. He is a member of
St. Andrew's Society, the Nineteenth Illinois Veteran Club, the
Grand Army of the Republic, and the Union Catholic Library
Association.

opened a grocery store at Hennepin in 1836, continuing it two
years. At the end of that time, Mr. Burcky's health failed, and for
two years he was an invalid on the farm of his brother Jacob.
Daniel Burcky was for many years identified with the business in
terests of Chicago, and was devoted to the establishment of Ger
man educational institutions in this city. In 1840, Frederick
Burcky came to Chicago, and for three years worked for Winship &
Howe, bakers. In 1843, he bought a bakery of a Mr. Barstow,
on LaSalle Street, between Randolph and Lake streets, which he
continued three years. He then moved to Wells Street, where the
Times Building now stands, and started a bakery and coffee house,
the first of that kind in Chicago. He continued business there
until the great fire, and, suffering heavy losses, established again at
No. g3 Halsted Street, selling out his business in 1874. The fol
lowing year he opened a bakery at No. 180 Randolph Street, which
he continued three years, when he sold out and retired from busi
ness. In 1843, Mr. Burcky became a member of Lafayette Lodge,
No. 2, A.F. & A.M. He was one of the seven founders of the
Germania Lodge, No. 18, A.F. & A.M., and is the only one of the
seven now alive. On December 20, 1883, he was made an honor
ary member of that lodge. He is also a member of Chicago Com
mander)', No. 19, K.T., and of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32°.
Mr. Burcky was married, on October 27, 1849, to Miss Susan
Berdel, of Fachbach, Germany; she died on March 6, 1858.
They had five children, only one of whom—Mary, wife of John
Sheldon—is now living.
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The F. A. Kennedy Company, cracker bakers, etc., at Nos.
44-50 South Desplaines Street, is a branch of a similar establish
ment, under the same name, at Cambridgeport, Mass. The parent
house was founded, in 1839, by Artemas Kennedy, the father of F.
A. Kennedy, the president of the company; the branch was estab
lished here in August, 1878, mainly by the efforts of H. J Evans,
the secretary, treasurer and general manager, who is also a stock
holder in the company. (F. G. Cass is its vice-president, and, with
its president, owns the balance of the stock.) Although but seven
years in the field, this establishment is one of the largest in the
country. The branch was at first only a depot, at No. 41 River
Street, for the goods manufactured in Massachusetts. In January,
188 1, it became necessary to build a bakery, which was enlarged to
double its original capacity in August, 1883. On January 6, 1SS4,
this bakery was consumed by fire, but was immediately re-built and
its capacity trebled, so that by July it was again running, with
better facilities than before. The present establishment is on the
site of the former, and has dimensions of 82x150 feet, with six
stories and a basement; the power is furnished by a sixty horse
power Corliss steam engine. The company employ one hundred
and twenty-five hands in the factory, and have seventeen men on
the road selling the goods. The territory covered extends from
Detroit and Cincinnati to the l'acific coast, and from Canada to
the Gulf. Exclusive of the expense of their travellers, their weekly
pay-roll amounts to about $1,000, even in dull times like the present.
When running at the full capacity, the bakery consumes live hun
dred barrels of flour a day. The actual consumption, however,
averages about forty thousand barrels of flour annually, with other
supplies in proportion. To convert all these raw materials into
manufactured goods, requires six of the largest size reel-ovens, to
gether with all the most improved machinery, some of which Mr.
Kennedy, the president, purchased in England. The company
make a specialty of the finer line of biscuit, of which they make
upward of three hundred varieties.
//. J. Evans, the secretary, treasurer and general manager of
the F. A. Kennedy Company, was born at Rochester, N. II., in 1850.
When nine years of age, his parents moved to Charlestown, Mass.,
where he received a common-school education. At the age of sev
enteen, he came to Chicago, reaching here on August 21, 1867.
Me could not at first hit upon anything to do which suited him,
but, after a time, bought a horse and delivery wagon, and began
to sell crackers and other baker's goods to grocers. In this, he
was remarkably successful, and before the fire had a large and pro
fitable trade. That which was a calamity to so many others was
to him, in common with all who dealt in the necessaries of life, a
harvest, and he profited by it. In 1875, he began to handle the
goods of the F. A. Kennedy Company, of Cambridgeport, Mass.,
and the superior quality of their goods greatly enlarged his trade
and necessitated the establishment of a depot, or warehouse, at No.
41 River Street. From this time on his trade began to assume
commanding proportions ; and the brand of goods he had intro
duced became so widely known and so firmly fixed in popular favor,
that it became essential to its maintenance and future progress that
a factory be built in this city. The Eastern house coincided with his
views, and, in 1881, a suitable building was erected on the site of
the present one. The business has grown from its small begin
ning, and now stands at the head of all in this branch of the manu
facturing institutions of our city.
Charles S. Sawyer. —Among those who have been instru
mental in building up the large business of the F. A. Kennedy
Company, mention should be made of Charles S. Sawyer, who has
charge of the manufacturing department. Mr. Sawyer was born
on April 12, 1850, at Portland, Me., and there he learned the
baker's trade. Coming to Chicago in 1872, he worked at his trade
until the Kennedy Company built their factory here, when he took
the position he now occupies. He has had twenty-five years' ex
perience in his chosen calling.
Orrin S. Goan has charge of the office of the Company. He
was born at Dubuque, Iowa, in 1859. He came to Chicago in
188 1, and at once assumed his present position.
Edward II. Cass purchases all the supplies for the company.
He was born at Cornville, Me. For many years he was engaged
in the grocery business at Uangor, Me., and came to Chicago in
1884, to accept the position he now occupies with the Company.
Mr. Cass is a veteran of the War of the Rebellion, having been
captain of Co. " II," 7th Maine Volunteers.
N. B. Chidester, sole representative of Chidester & Co., was
born at Stanhope, Sussex Co., N, J., in 1S28, and is the son of
Stephen Ogden and Elsie (Hazen) Chidester. His father was an
energetic man of business, who carried on a farm, the manufacture
of lumber and of shoes, and maintained a tannery. As might be
expected his sons were brought up to active life, receiving such
education as the common schools of New Jersey could give. When
he was fourteen years of age, Mr. Chidester entered a general store
at Stanhope, as clerk, and remained until 1S50, when he went to

New York City and clerked in a dry goods store. In 1856, he re
turned to Stanhope, and re-entered the general merchandising busi
ness as a member of the firm of Rose & Chidester, continuing
therein until 1861. He then purchased several hundred acres of
woodland on Lake Hopatcong, shipping the wood cut on his pro
perty to the New York markets, and also became connected with an
iron furnace at Lockwood, N. J. At the beginning of the War. he
was commissioned enrolling officer for the fourth district, and con
tinued in that capacity until its close, at the same time maintaining
his large business interests. In 1867, he came to Chicago, and
commenced the manufacture of Holmes's Patent Cream Crackers,
of which he owned the patent-right, associating with him Richard
Cudebeck, under the firm name of Cudebeck & Chidester. This
co-partnership was maintained for two years, at No. 67 North Hal
sted Street. In 1S69, the firm dissolved, and George A. Farnum
became a partner, when the business title was known as Farnum &
Chidester. Their business increased so rapidly that, in the spring
of 1869, they erected a large factory at Nos. 61-63 North Halsted
Street, where, in June, 1869, they were partially burned out, but
had their bakery and machinery in full running order within three
days thereafter. When the fire of 1871 devastated Chicago, their
steam bakery was the only one of that kind that escaped the con
flagration, and they were compelled to run at nights and on Sundays
to till the orders that poured in for their products. In 1875, Mr.
Chidester sold out, in consequence of poor health, to William H.
Aldrich & Co., who continued the business. Mr. Chidester then en
gaged in settling up his business affairs, in attending to a large
tract of land which he had purchased in Kansas, and in the adjust
ment of other commercial interests, until November, 1880, when he
re-entered the baking business at No. 379 West Harrison Street.
In 1885, he moved to his present location, where he carries on an
extensive manufacture of his justly celebrated products, under the
firm name of Chidester & Co.
George A. Farnum, the oldest practical cracker baker in Chi
cago, was born at Smithfield, R. I., on February 27, 1830, and is
the son of Welcome and Martha B. (Tallman) Farnum. He re
ceived his education at the Prospect Street School, at Providence,
and at the age of fourteen was there apprenticed to A. D. Yeoinans, a
baker. After serving an apprenticeship of six years, Mr. Yeoraans died, and Mr. Farnum continued in the employ of his succes
sors for nearly five years. At the end of that time, he went to Elmira, N. Y., returning at the end of one year to take a position in
the bakery in which he had learned his trade. He remained there
as manager, until coming to Chicago, in 1863. On his arrival in
this city, he sought to establish a cracker bakery, and built two
ovens at the corner of Clinton and Madison streets, which he sold
the same year, and, in February, 1S64, bought a home bakery, at
No. 85 State Street. Mr. Farnum built up an extensive trade by
furnishing bread to the Soldiers' Home and the Soldiers' Rest. At
the close of the War, he sold out his interest on State Street, and, in
company with N. B. Chidester, bought a bakery at No. 74 N. Halsted
Street. About two years later, the firm built a bakery at the corner
of Halsted and Fulton streets, and, in 1875, sold out to C. B.
Marshall. Mr. Farnum then formed another partnership, under
the firm name of Farnum, Fisher & Co., and for one year was con
nected with a flour mill on Market Street. In that venture, Mr.
Farnum overstepped his usual good judgment, and the financial
results of his enterprise were extremely disastrous. He, however,
formed another partnership with W. H. Aldrich, and together they
purchased the bakery he had built some years previously at the
corner of Fulton and Halsted streets. In 18S3, Mr. Farnum sold
his interest to his partner, and retired temporarily from the busi
ness. In May, 1S85, he bought the bakery of Hugh Templeton,
which he continues at the present time. In 18S2, Mr. Farnum be
came part owner of two well-known pleasure boats on Lake Geneva,
the " Licius Newberry" and the " Lady of the Lake," but sold his
interest on May 1, 1885. For a number of years he has been inter
ested in several business and speculative ventures, and at the pres
ent time is a stockholder in the Missouri Valley Town -Site
Company, founders of the enterprising village of Fairbanks, Dak.
He also has landed interests at Pierre, Dak., and in undeveloped
gold and silver mines in Montana. He is a prominent Mason, and
is a member of Harlem Lodge, No. 54, A.F. &A.M.; of Cicero
Chapter, No. 180, R.A.M.; and of Siloam Commandery, No. 54,
K.T. Mr. Farnum was married, in Webster, Mass., in 1853, to
Miss Nancy Kingsbury; they have one son, Henry K., who has
since 1884 been interested in business enterprises with his father.
Connecticut Pie Bakrry. —On April 26, 1869, Elisha W.
Case and Stephen E. W. Martin established, under foregoing title,
one of the most extensive pie bakeries in the United States, at the
corner of Lake and Wood streets. In 1872, they were obliged to
enlarge their facilities for manufacturing, and to this end erected
the building they now occupy. They have three of Vale's sixteenfeet rotary-ovens, employ about fifty hands, and have twelve twohorse wagons. Their bakery has a capacity of ten thousand pies
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daily. The lard used by them is rendered fresh every day; and it
is a sufficient commentary on the reputation of Connecticut pies, to
say that they bring in the market about two cents apiece more than
any other brand. During the first year of this firm's existence, the
average number of pies manufactured and sold was seventy-seven
daily. At that time, Case & Martin thought of only reaching a sale
of one thousand pies a day; and their anticipations were realized in
July, 1870, when they sold a daily average of twelve hundred and
fifty-three during that month. In 1874, the daily average reached
twenty-three hundred and thirty; in 1879, twenty-four hundred and
eighty-two; and in 1880, thirty-seven hundred and thirty-seven.
The wagons used in delivering pies were brought into use in 1870,
are an invention of the junior member of the firm, and since their
introduction have been duplicated by firms doing business in a
number of Western cities. The wagons are handsomely painted
with fruit and forest scenes, have a carrying capacity of two hun
dred and fifty pies, and cost $700 each.
Elisha W. Case, the founder of the Connecticut Pie Bakery,
was born at Norwich, Conn., on January 3, 1833. He received a
common school education in his native town. His elder brother,
Charles A., was for some years engaged in the manufacture of pies
in Norwich, and largely supplied the New York market every morn
ing by boat. His trade in the great metropolis growing rapidly, he
found it to his advantage to move there, and, in 1849, Elisha entered
his employ. In 1854, Charles Case came to Chicago, bringing his
younger brother with him, and established business at No. 72 Mil
waukee Avenue, near Halsted Street. This was, at that time,
" away out of town." The building was formerly an old cooper
shop, and the Case brothers persuaded John C. Culver, the owner,
to turn it about so as to face the avenue, to put it in excellent re
pair, and to build an oven for them; which he did, and they paid
him $25 a month for it until 1858. The brothers found it very diffi
cult to educate the western appetite to appreciate Connecticut pies.
When the Mechanical Bakery was started, about 1858, the Case
brothers closed out their private business, and took the pie depart
ment of that concern, making pies, on contract, for one cent each.
In July, 1863, E. W. Case gave up his interest in the bakery, and
moved to his farm in Clinton County, Iowa, where he spent about
three years, and then returned to Chicago. The Mechanical Bak
ery, in the meanwhile, having closed, Mr. Case started business on
his own account, on April 26, 1869, at the corner of Lake and Wood
streets, with S. E. W. Martin, his present partner. The early ven
ture of the Case brothers, and their subsequent connection with the
Mechanical Bakery, had established a reputation for Connecticut
pies, causing a demand which no one but the original founder could
supply. When Mr. Case returned to Chicago, there was no ex
clusive pie bakery in the city; and pies with the old established Con
necticut flavor had disappeared altogether. The result was an im
mediate and prosperous business, and Mr. Case is to-day serving
customers to whom he sold his goods in 1854. Charles A. Case
joined the Army during the War, and died at Black River Bridge,
Miss., in the summer of 1864. Mr. Case was married, on June 1,
1851, to Eliza Jane Baldwin, the daughter of William Baldwin, of
Branford, Conn. They have four children,—John Morton, Charles
E., Elmer G., and Edna J. He is a member of the Western Ave
nue Baptist Church, of which he has been deacon for twelve years.
Stephen E. IV. Martin was born in Sidney, Kennebec Co.,
Maine, on December 14, 1833, and is the son of William and Esther
(Hughes) Martin. When he was a year old, he was adopted by
Mr. and Mrs. Hastings, who were old friends of his parents, and
who had no children of their own. He lived with the Hastings
family and attended the common schools until he arrived at his ma
jority, when he became a steward on river vessels, working in that
capacity two years. In 1855, he came to Chicago, and obtained
employment, as machinist, with H. A. Pitts, manufacturer of the
Pitts threshing machine. He had served no previous apprentice
ship to the trade, but his natural adaptability to mechanics enabled
him to make himself very useful to Mr. Pitts, and he remained with
him for eleven years. At the end of that time, his health failed,
and, with his accumulated earnings, he started a fruit and vegetable
stand at the corner of Wood and Lake streets, about 1865, and,
after erecting his building, he found himself with but one dollar
and a half to invest in stock. From so small a beginning he built
up a prosperous trade in the incredibly short space of two years.
He continued the business for three years, when he opened a gro
cery store, selling out his stock, in 1869, to form a co-partnership
with E. W. Case. Mr. Martin was married, in 1858, to Miss Su
san Lashore, of Chicago. They have one daughter,—Abbie E.
Mr. Martin is a spiritualist, and is a living example of that faith.
He is also an active temperance reformer.
The Chicago Pif. Company was established in July, 1882,
by John Sage and Mark Sullivan. They both were employe's of
Moody & Waters at the time, but, believing that they saw an open
ing for themselves in an independent business, joined their for
tunes and established their bakery on the North Side. The build
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ing they now occupy was erected expressly for them, and is forty
feet front by sixty-five feet deep. Beginning with one common
oven and two wagons, in 18S2, they now have two of Vale's twelvefoot rotary-ovens, with a combined capacity of one thousand two
hundred pies an hour. They employ twenty hands in the bakery,
daily consume eight barrels of flour, four hundred pounds of the
finest lard (rendered expressly for themselves), and twenty barrels of
apples, and keep eight wagons to deliver the pies to patrons. In
1884, they did a business amounting to $100,000, and prepared
for an increase of twenty-five per cent, during 1885. Theirold
quarters were too contracted, and they built a much larger bakery
on Chicago Avenue, which was occupied in the fall of 18S5.
John Sage was born in this city on May 27, 1853. He left
school at the age of fifteen, and spent about four years with D.
Long & Co., learning the upholstering business. On completing
his apprenticeship, he left their service, and followed expressing for
a short time, but finally went into the service of Moody & Waters,
bakers. He continued with this firm for about ten years, and mas
tered all the details of the business of making and vending of pies.
In 1882, he joined fortunes with Mark Sullivan, a fellow employe
of that firm, and they started the Chicago Pie Company, which bids
fair to make the fortune of both. On October 12, 1879, ne was
married to Miss Sarah Thompson, a native of Chicago and the
daughter of George Thompson, deceased. They have three daugh
ters,—Nellie, Mary and Alice.
Mart Sullivan was born on June 9, 1861, at North Wayne,
Maine. He was educated at the Wesleyan Seminary, at Kent's
Hill, Kennebec County, and joined his older brother John, in Chi
cago, in the spring of 1877. After following ordinary manual-labor
occupations for about a year, he worked for nearly three years in the
Dake bakery, then owned by A. M. Wright & Co. In the fall of 1880,
he went into the service of Moody & Waters, and remained with
them until July, 1882, when the present firm was organized. Mr.
Sullivan was married on September 18, 1883, to Miss Elizabeth,
daughter of John Anderson, of Manitowoc, Wis.
Moody & Waters.—The baking establishments that survived
the great fire of 1871 found it impossible adequately to supply the
wants of the city. Several young men who had worked for the
older establishments, and had laid up some money, consequently,
saw a golden opportunity for starting in business for themselves,
and seized upon it. Among these were two who had worked for
the Mechanical Bakery and the City Bakery, and had become ex
perts in their departments,—Charles Edward Waters as a manufac
turer of pies, and Alexander Moody as a salesman of those goods.
In the month of September, 1872, they joined forces, and the pies
of Moody & Waters have since become familiar and welcome articles
of food in every household in Chicago. Having bought a lot on
Green Street, near Lake, they fitted up an old building which stood
on it, and proceeded to business. Their factory was a frame build
ing, 20 x 36 feet, one and a half stories in height, with one Vale
rotary-oven. They kept two wagons running, and sold about one
thousand pies daily, giving employment to ten hands. In the
spring of 1874, they put up a new structure on the spot occupied
by the old one. This was 35 x 126 feet, three stories in height, and
was built solidly of brick and stone. This only answered the wants
of their increasing business until the fall of 1880, when they erected
another building on the corner of Lake Street, 50 x 95 feet, two
stories in height, and with a good basement. To this new building
the manufacturing was all transferred, and the other was devoted to
offices, wagon-house and stable. The firm now have three of Vale's
twelve-foot rotary-ovens, with a joint capacity of one thousand pies
an hour. They employ on an average fifty hands, keep eighteen
two-horse wagons running, and dispose of about seven thousand
pies daily. The largest number they ever turned out in one day
was fourteen thousand in eleven hours. Their establishment is one
of the most complete, conveniently arranged, and best appointed
in the world, and their long and unabated success is a sufficient in
dorsement of the quality of their pies. Every business has its
drawbacks, however, and it is sad to note the fact that they lose
about $4,000 to $5,000 annually through the non-return of their tin
pie-plates by the pie-eaters of Chicago.
Alexander Moody, of the firm of Moody & Waters, pie manu
facturers, corner of Lake and Green streets, was born in Belfast,
Ireland, on February 10, 1839. He comes of a Scotch family from
Greenock, twenty-two miles from Glasgow. Mr. Moody was born
while his parents were stopping temporarily at Belfast. When he
was ten years old, his parents came to America, and, after stopping
a short time in Milwaukee, settled in Chicago, where Alexander
attended school until sixteen years of age. In the fall of 1859, he
found employment as salesman in the old Mechanical Bakery, where
he remained until the closing up of its business in 1S65. He then
went to the City Bakery, remaining there until May, 1872. In the
following September, he entered into partnership with Mr Waters,
with whom he has been associated in the pie business ever since.
Mr. Moody was married on April 8, i860, to Miss Ellen Harkins.
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They have seven children, —William J. Moody, now in business at
No. 242 South Morgan Street; Alexander J., John E., Charles H.,
Mary E., Frank P. and Lilly A.
Charles Edward IVaters was born at Utica, N. Y., on Febru
ary IO, 1842. He came West, with his parents, in 1856, and, after
a year spent in Iowa, settled in Chicago. In the fall of 1858, when
about sixteen years of age, Charles went into the pie department of
the Mechanical Bakery, to learn the business, and only left it to en
list in the army at the opening of the War of the Rebellion, in
April, 1861. He was one of the first to answer the call for three
months' men, and then re-enlisted for three years, or during the
War. He was enrolled in Co " A," 4th Illinois Cavalry, and was
one of General Grant's escort, or body-guard, during his term of
service. Just before the siege of Vicksburg, Mr. Waters received
his discharge on account of permanent disability arising from sick
ness, and returned home. He went back to his place in the Me
chanical Bakery as soon as he had sufficiently recovered, and re
mained with the firm until the closing up of the establishment. He
then found employment in the City Bakery until the firm of Moody
& Waters was formed, in September, 1872. Mr. Waters was mar
ried, on December 19, 1S63, to Miss Everelda Martin, of Scotch
descent, and the daughter of Angus Martin. They have had five
children,—Gertrude, Charles William, Jessie Martin, Everelda, and
Hiram.
Josiah Swartz, No. 392 Ogden Avenue, is engaged in the
manufacture of a peculiar variety of hard cracker, known as Lititz
pretzels. They are so called from the town of Lititz, in Lancaster
County, Penn., where they were first made in this country. The
dough is simply of water and flour, very stiff. It is then cut into
wads, about an inch square, by machinery, and rolled by hand into
little rolls about a foot long, and curiously curled into uniform but
artistic shapes by the dextrous fingers of boys and girls. The pecu
liar little curls are then put upon boards to dry, or season, for a
time, when they are immersed in a kettle of boiling lye to give them
color, sprinkled with coarse salt, and immediately put into the
oven. They emerge a crisp, brown, toothsome article that finds
ready sale wherever introduced. Mr. Swartz runs two ovens, em
ploys fifteen or twenty hands, and keeps two wagons running. He
is a native of Lehigh County, Penn., and was born on December
6, 1S35. His father, Peter Swartz, who was a farmer, died when
Josiah was seventeen years old. He then served an apprenticeship
of two years at the blacksmith's trade, which, being too severe how
ever for his strength, he had to abandon it for lighter employment,
lie started a restaurant at Allentown after a time, and followed the
business for twenty-two years. In 1S78, he came to Chicago, and,
in company with a Mr. Becker, engaged in the manufacture of
pretzels at the place he now occupies. Mr. Becker only remained
with him about a year and a half, since which time he has main
tained the business alone. Mr. Swartz was married, in 1S64, to
Miss Eliza Frederici; they have three children,—Ambrose, Thomas
and Charles.
Alexander J. Fish, manufacturer of bakers' and confectioners'
machinery and tools, also of Vale's rotary, reel, portable and fur
nace ovens, at No. 57 Lake Street, was born at Brooklyn, N. Y.,on
February 3, 1843. When but one year old he came to Illinois with
his parents, who settled on a farm in Boone County, about fifteen
miles north of Belvidere. When sixteen years old he was appren
ticed to learn the mason's trade. He remained in that trade for
three years, and worked for the last two years for seventy-five
cents a day, and at the end of that time his employer offered him
$5 a day to remain with him, but he refused. He first went to
Waterloo, Wis. , and took contract work for two years, and after
that he spent a year or two with his relatives in Illinois and Mich
igan. In 1867, he returned to Chicago and followed contract
building until 1S74. In 1875, he began to put up Vale's rotaryovens, and finding this business remunerative, finally gave up
contract work and has since devoted himself to the development of
his present line of business, in which he has been very successful.
The Vale rotary-oven is a specialty of his, and he claims that it
possesses many advantages over any other in the market. During
the War, Mr. Fish twice stood the draft and paid for his substitute
to represent him in the field.
Vincent C. Price, the well-known manufacturer of Dr. Price's
baking powder and flavoring extracts, was born at Troy, N. Y.,
on December II, 1832. He received his preliminary education in
the public schools of that city, and graduated at a leading Eastern
college, in 1852. Soon after, he commenced his medical studies,
receiving his degree in 1856. In 1S60, he moved to Waukegan,
III., and engaged in the practice of his profession, meeting with
pronounced success. Dr. Price had enjoyed unusual advantages
while prosecuting his studies in chemistry. The natural bent of his
mind inclined him to this science, and the chemical laboratory' of his
Alma Mater was the one place of all others where he delighted to
be. While a student, he made many tests to discover a chemical
combination for a baking powder that should be at once healthful

and adapted to universal use. He was '•"ttjnafe enough to discover
the ingredients which met these requirements. In 1865, he formed
a partnership for the manufacture of this article. The firm estab
lished their office and laboratory on West Lake Street, where they
remained for two years ; then removing to East Lake Street, near
Market, where they were burned out. They resumed their business
at Nos. 47-49 West Lake Street, where they remained for three
years, when they moved to the corner of Fifth Avenue and South
Water Street, occupying those premises until May 1, 1876, when
they established themselves in their present quarters. They now
occupy six floors, comprising an area of forty thousand square feet,
supplemented by four floors on another street, with an area of ten
thousand square feet. At the commencement of their business, they
sold, as it were, by ounces, tons being now the unit of measurement
of their daily manufacture, which embraces, also, flavoring extracts.
Of the volume of their trade, it is not too much to say that they
stand in the front rank of (if they do not lead) the manufacturers of
the world. They at first employed half a dozen persons, but now
they have two hundred in their service, the production being
increased by the use of the best machinery. Dr. Price purchased
the interests of his partner in February, 1884, when a company
was incorporated under the name of the Dr. Price Baking 1'owder
Company, Dr. Price being chosen as president and treasurer and
R. C. Price as secretary. This company has a branch house in
St. Louis, and a depositor)' of their goods in San Francisco, Cal.,
and Portland, Ore. Dr. Price was married, in March, 1855, to
Miss Harriet White, daughterof Dr. R. J. White, of Buffalo, N.Y.
They have five children,—three sons and two daughters. R. C.
Price, the eldest, was born on January 13, 1856, receiving his
literary education at Beloit College and his medical training at
Harvard University. Shortly after finishing his studies, he became
associated with his father in business, and now has charge of the
chemical department. Gurdon Price (the second son), born on
January 13, 1864, was educated at Racine College, and is now
assisting his father in conducting the business. Dr. Price's third
son is V. L., who was born in 1872, and who is now attenuing the
High School at Waukegan. His two daughters. Ida and Emma,
have both graduated from school ; the former from Kemper Hall,
and the latter from the Buffalo (N. Y.) Female Seminary. Mrs.
Price, since her husband's arrival in the West, has resided at
Waukegan, 111.
GRAIN WAREHOUSING.
The phenomenal growth of the grain trade in Chi
cago up to 1870 rendered it necessary for the State
to assume control of the grading and warehousing of
grain. The Xlllth clause of the Constitution, adopted
in that year, gave the General Assembly power to enact
a warehouse law, which came into effect on July 1,
1871. It aimed at securing uniformity of inspection and
the registration and cancellation of warehouse receipts
for grain. A chief inspector for grain and a warehouse
registrar were the chief executive officers under the
Board of Railway and Warehouse Commissioners. The
proprietors of elevators were required to procure licen
ses from the Circuit Court of the county in which they
were situated, and to file a bond of $10,000 for the
faithful discharge of their duty as public warehousemen;
to conform to the rate of warehouse charges for storage
fixed by law ; to furnish such information to the ware
house registrar as would enable him "to keep a correct
account of the grain received and delivered "; and "to
keep a full and correct record of all receipts issued and
cancelled."
Great difficulty was experienced for a number of
years in enforcing these provisions, although some of
them were conformed to by proprietors who denied the
constitutionality of the law, but found it convenient to
avail themselves of certain of its provisions. Ware
housemen claimed that it was an unnecessary and un
warrantable interference with their private business.
Meanwhile, on August 20, 1872, at a meeting of ware
housemen and bankers, a system of cancellation of
receipts was adopted, and thenceforward reports were
made promptly and satisfactorily. A clause of the
agreement provided that "the cancelled receipts are
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shown to the registrar and by him cancelled off with
their statements. Those in turn are checked with the
reports of shipments by the local inspectors at the ele
vators, and thus it will be impossible for a shipment of
grain to be made without the cancellation of a corre
sponding amount of receipts or an exposure of the
fraud." This measure was resorted to in consequence
of frauds discovered at the time of the Iowa elevator
disaster; the outstanding receipts covered a much larger
quantity of grain than was in store.
Meanwhile suits were immediately instituted in the
courts, to determine the validity of the warehouse law.
In the case of Munn & Scott vs. The People of the State
of Illinois, its constitutionality was affirmed in all the
State courts, and, on appeal to the Supreme Court of
the United States, that body, in 1877, sustained the
judgment of the lower court, Justice Field and Justice
Strong dissenting. There was now no course open to
the warehousemen but to take out their licenses and
conform to the legal rates for storage, which they all did.
The Board of Trade inspection fees were adopted
by the Commissioners, but, were from time to time, re
duced to meet the requirements of the law that the
department should be only self-sustaining and not pro
ductive of revenue. The cost of inspection has never
exceeded about one-fifth of a mill per bushel, a sum so
insignificant as not to be mentioned in comparison with
the advantages that have resulted from the inspection.
The principle of grading and inspecting established
by the Board of Trade, was continued by the Commis
sioners, with such alterations in detail as the varying
conditions of trade required.
In November, 1876, grades 1 and 2 spring wheat
were required to weigh not less than 53 pounds to the
measured bushel. In 1878, the rule in case of mixture
of spring and winter wheat was changed, by designating
it as mixed wheat. Many changes of an important char
acter were made in subsequent years, designed to raise
the standard of inspection. The policy of the Commis
sioners, however, has been to maintain an uniform stand
ard of grading, and as few modifications have been
made as possible, having regard to the increasing vol
ume and varying quality of grain receipts from year to
year. Notwithstanding the persistent opposition that
the system of State grain inspection encountered in its
incipiency, it was not long in establishing a character at
the leading export grain points in the States and Can
ada. Many States established a department for the pur
pose, fashioned after the Illinois plan, and New York,
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Montreal and other
parts accepted Chicago inspection as almost infallible.
In 1876, Northwestern spring wheat was first sold in
eastern ports, for export, subject to Chicago inspection.
There were in all thirty-eight grades of grain re
ceived here in 1880, distributed as follows: Ten winter
and seven spring wheat, nine corn, four oats, three rye,
and five barley. In 1884, there were twenty-four grades
of wheat, ten of corn, six of oats, three of rye and eight
of barley. New rules governing the inspection were
adopted by the Commissioners on September 1, 1883,
wherein many radical changes were effected.
The year following the adoption of these rules, the
" rejected " grade was abolished, upon the suggestion
of the Receivers' Association of the Board of Trade,
and No. 3 or No. 4, as the case might be, substituted
instead. Three grades of Colorado wheat were estab
lished. An important change was made also in the
grading of corn, " higher mixed " being designated
"yellow." These changes were made upon the well
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ascertained views of receivers and shippers, and conse
quently met with their approbation.'
During the past five years the inspection department
has reached a high degree of efficiency, as may be
gathered from the fact that during the seasons of 1883
and 1884, when huge quantities of corn were in store in
Chicago, not one bushel of inspected No. 2 corn (the
contract grade) got out of condition, while nearly every
corn market in the country had hot and damaged corn
of the same grade—a result that was never before ex
perienced in the history of the corn trade in Chicago.
A Committee of Appeals was established by way of
amendment to the warehouse law which was adopted in
April, 1873. This committee was empowered to take
into consideration all appeals from the grading of the
inspection department and all disputes in connection
with that department which might be referred to it, and
its decisions were decreed to be final. On July 1, fol
lowing, the Board of Commissioners appointed H. C.
Ranney, J. R. Bensley and John P. Reynolds, members
of the Committee. In September, Mr. Ranney having
resigned, T. T. Gurney was appointed in his stead.
During the first year the grading of seventy-eight cars
was appealed from and the inspection department was
sustained in forty-three. When it is considered that
90,000 cars of grain were marketed that year, errors in
the inspection of forty-three will appear insignificant,
and an indirect, though none the less emphatic, proof
of the efficiency of the department. The number of
appeals increased with the growth of the trade, but the
proportion of palpable errors has not increased, so far as
the reports of the Commissioners show. In 1876, the
committee was composed of P. W. Dater, S. D. Foss
and D. W. Irwin. Up to July 1, 1879, tne committee
divided the fees received on appeals equally among its
members. That date the Commissioners fixed the sal
ary of each member of the committee at $1,000 per an
num, and directed the large sum annually received for
fees into the treasury of the Board. Shortly afterward,
S. D. Foss resigned and was replaced by George Field;
in October, T. H. Seymour and C. A. Phelps resigned,
and were replaced by John Walker and P. W. Dater.
Inspector-in-Chief.

Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877 1878
1879
1880
I88l
1882
1883
1884
1885

—

William F. Tompkins,
William F. Tompkins,
William H. Harper,
William H. Harper,
General J. C. Smith,
General J. C. Smith,
General J. C. Smith,
John P. Reynolds,
John P. Reynolds,
John P. Reynolds,
John P. Reynolds,
P. Bird Price,
Frank Drake,
Frank Drake,
P. Bird Price.

Warehouse Registrar.
Stephen
Stephen
Stephen
Triolus
Triolus
Triolus
Triolus

Clary.
Clary.
Clary.
II. Tyndale.
H. Tyndal*.
H. Tvndale.
H. Tyndale.

Harry S. Deane.
P. Bird Price.
William C. Mitchell.
William C. Mitchell.
William C. Mitchell.
William C. Mitchell.

The offices first occupied by the registrar and in
spector, were destroyed in the fire but, through the
vigilance of Stephen Clary and Charles W. Deane. all
the valuable papers and documents were saved. New
officers were improvised at Nos. 34-36 Canal Street.
Subsequently the offices were removed to the corner of
Canal and Washington streets.
After the fire in 187 1, the want of adequate storage
compelled several railways to decline grain freights.
Added to the inadequacy of the storage capacity of the
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city, a few speculators succeeded in cornering all the that year, of about 4,800,000 bushels of that cereal, in a
measure re-established it. In 1879, the excess of grain
grain in the market for about three months. No ship
ments out were made, and the consequence was that the inspected over any previous year was 8,316,718 bushels.
elevators were practically locked up. Aside from this, The inadequacy of the storage capacity of the ware
the season of 1872-73 marked a most decided advance houses was again sensibly felt. Vessels were utilized
in the grain trade of Chicago. The confidence of the in many cases for the purpose. Large quantities of
grain were shipped past Chicago, to other markets, on
public in the inspection department was steadily grow
this account alone.
ing. Warehouse receipts, which heretofore were re
Chicago continued to grow in importance as a win
garded with suspicion, came to be currently accepted
by banks and capitalists and to be considered by them ter wheat market. A new variety of wheat, known as
as among the very best securities. The system of Turkish winter wheat, was received in large quantities
registration was so perfected as to render the placing for the first time in 1882. It was a long red-berried
variety, but was quite unlike the red-berried wheat the
a fraudulent receipt upon the market, without immedi
ate detection, wholly impossible. The bad crops of the market was before acquainted with, and a difficulty was
four years following, necessarily reduced the receipts of presented in inspection, which the new rules obviated.
grain. The crop of 1875 was the worst for a dozen of It was very hard, with good milling qualities, and in
years previous, and the minimum of receipts and ship great demand among the millers of Wisconsin. Cleaned
ments was reached in that year. The years 1876 and or "scalped" wheat began to be a feature of the
1877 were also low, but a decided advance was made, market in 1882, and it was inspected at the " hospital,"
and in 1878 the receipts had doubled those of 1875. where cleaned, until 1884, when it was inspected in the
One of the distinguishing features of the movement of regular way on tracks. There was a decrease in the
grain in Chicago that year, was the unusually large number of bushels inspected in 1882, for the first time
amount transferred on track, mostly in the winter and in seven years, accounted for by the low prices which
spring months, to cars, for eastern shipment, without ruled, owing to the abundant yield in European coun
going into store. There was a double incentive to tries which compete with America in supplying the
great markets of the world, and also to the prosperity
this,—the avoidance of the terminal charges of the rail
way companies for switches and for trimming when in of western farmers, which enabled them to hold their
the process of loading, and the warehouse charges for grain for better prices. The short crop of 1883 reduced
transferring. This mode of transferring, although at a the receipts of 1884 by about 25,000,000 bushels.
less cost, did not result to the satisfaction, pecuniarily, During the corn "corner" of 1884, cars were reinspected from points East and South, where they had
of the owners of the grain, owing to the frequently con
previously been sent from Chicago.
siderable discrepancies in weight. The railways subse
quently abolished the terminal charges, so that one
The subjoined tabulated statements succinctly ex
incentive to a continuance of this innovation was re hibit the growth of Chicago as a grain market from
moved. In the years prior to 1 878, Chicago had lost her 1872 to 1884, inclusive:
prestige as a market for winter wheat, but the receipts in
Inspection on Arrival.
Cars.

Boats.

Wheat.
Bushels.

Corn.
Bushels.

Oats.
Bushels.

Rye.
Bushels.

Barley.
Bushels.

160,348
159.541
158,162
152.576
141,052
I58,09g
222,940
236, 163
270,524
227,119
171,218
235,213
210,822

1.375
1,279
1,141
609
1.274
921
i,i54
,1,118
1,022
950
607
477
351

10,908,850
19,076,686
23,674,304
19,380,421
15,969,983
12,560,900
23,547,320
34,841,695
23,200,468
20,oSo,498
20,665,539
19,963,186
23.945,897

45. 845, 645
36,930,908
33,183,862
25.387.747
33.389,242
42,632,000
59,367,876
59,365,236
91.185,379
-6,017,132
45.775.863
72,258,580
54,600,598

9.005,531
8,732,821
7,280,320
7,022,550
7,947,900
9,853,930
16,066,300
14,616,187
18,873,400
22,612.368
25,060,350
33,392,184
39.593,860

696,232
1,025,900
545.665
593.675
1,200,510
2,018,070
2,184,869
2,601,399
1.645,545
1.221,843
1,688,397
4,980,600
3,752,l8o

3 437.590
3,428,392
2,127,682
1,784,065
3.338,3»
4,170,674
5.996,350
4,285,540
3.991.576
4,177.762
5,893,804
6,824,316
6,755.827

Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879—
1880
1881
1882
1883.
1884

--

Total.
Bushels.
69,893,848
69,185,707
66,811,833
54.168,458
61,845,946
71,241,574
107,162,715
115,710,057
138,896,368
124,109,603
99.o83.953
137,418,846
128,648,362

Inspection from Store.
Year.
I872
1873
1874
IS75
1876.
1877
1878
1879
1880
I88l
1883
1884

-

.

Wheat.
Bushels

Corn.
Bushels.

Oats.
Bushels.

Rye.
Bushels.

Barley.
Bushels.

11,288,536
19,280,631
22,691,909
19,156,496
13,705,627
13.748,352
17,961,096
26,526,864
21,775.458
15,395,661
16,864,348
11,055,824
17,436,668

44,173,169
34,285,417
34,105,960
24,717,926
31.723.565
39,909,127
48,659,140
43,809.075
75,602,011
60,285,410
3S,i57,oo8
52,391,148
30,667,783

10,107,487
8.483,801
6,549.235
5.567,535
5,354.338
5,664,657
6,855,099
3.488,043
3.562,034
9.421,724
5,626,4S2
6,415.597
6,621,698

7II.4M
1,082,957
547,260
393,205
1,656,323
1,945.541
1.923,054
1,717,286
939.740
705,241
1,091.137
3,190,923
2,837,698

3.5",433
3.410,999
2,103,075
1,250,739
1,712,042
3.249.758
2,581,441
2,207,917
1,275,223
776,858
1,236,391
744,086
1,266,691

Total.
Bushels.
69,732,069
66,543,799
66,087,439
51,085,901
53,551,895
64,507,438
77,979,830
77,749,!76
103,154,466
86,584,894
62,975,366
73,797,578
58,830,778
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Amount of Grain annually received into Store; also, Number of Cars annually inspected on Track.
Number of
bushels.
66,164,991
68,085,785
65,251,188
51,813,619
56,066,410
60,576,607
81,588,130
80,654,178
107, 349, 71 5
88,396,625
57,687,008
78,724,751
57.550.97I

Number
Number of Numbe
of
of
cars.
canal-boats. vessels.
154.255
I55,"6
153.540
124,527
122,913
134,103
172,667
I68.2II
217,028
165,330
105,440
143,946
103,233

1,036
1,053
1,089
601
1,240
915
1,055
1,150
998
952
58o
464
357

IO
11
11
13
6
16
24
28
18
10
I

Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

Inspected on Received in
track.
store.
160,348
159,541
158,162
132,576
141,051
158,099
222,940
236,163
270,525
227,119
171,218
235,213
210,822

154,255
156,116
153,540
124,527
122,913
134,103
172,667
168. 211
217,028
165,330
105,440
143,946
103,233

Elevator Capacity.*
Name of Elevator.
Central "A
Central "15
C, B. & Q. 'A'
C, B. & Q. • ir
C, B. & O.. 'C"
C, B. & Q. •D' and annex.
Union
-- • -City
Northwestern
Fulton
Air Line
Galena
Iowa
St. Paul
Wabash
Indiana
.
Rock Island "A"
Rock Island " B"
National
Chicago & St. Louis ..
Illinois River
Neely & Hambleton...
Chicago & Danville ...
Pacific "A"
—
Pacific " B"
fGeorge A. Seaverns's .
\E. Hess's
{George A. VVciss's —

Proprietors.

Received from

J. & E. Buckingham
Illinois Central Railroad
J. & E. Buckingham
Illinois Central Railroad
Armour, Dole & Co
C, B. & Q. Railroad
Armour, Dole & Co
C, B. & Q. Railroad
Armour, Dole & Co
C, B. & Cj. Railroad
Armour, 1 >ole & Co
C, B. & Q. Railroad
Munger, Wheeler & Co
Chicago & Alton Railroad .. ...
Munger, Wheeler & Co
. C. & N. W. Railway and Canal..
Munger, Wheeler & Co
C. & N. W. Railway and Canal
C. & N. W. Railway and Canal..
Munger, Wheeler & Co
C. & N. W. Railway and Canal .
Munger, Wheeler & Co
C. & N. W. Railway and Canal..
Munger, Wheeler & Co
Munger, Wheeler & Co
• C. & N. W. Railway
Munger,. Wheeler & Co
C, M. & St. P. Railway
George L. Dunlap & Co
W., St. Louis & P. Railway
Various Railroads
•
George L. Dunlap & Co
Flint, Odell & Co
C, R. I. & P. Railroad
Flint, Odell & Co.
... C, R. I. & P. Railroad...
Vincent, Nelson & Co
C. & A. Railroad and Canal ... .
Illinois Trust and Savings Bank... Railroad and Canal
William Dickinson & Co
I. & M. Canal
Illinois Trust and Savings Bank... Railroads and Canal
D. Armour
Railroad
Chicago & Pacific Elevator Company C, M. & St. P. Railway
Chicago ft Pacific Elevator Company! C, M. & St. P. Railway
George A. Seaverns
-- C. & A. Railroad
E. Hess & Co
C, M. & St. P. Railroad
George A. Weiss & Co
C. & N. W. Railway

Total .

Capacity.
Hrabclft.
1,000,000
1,500,000
1,250,000
850,000
1,750,000
3,000,000
800,000
1,000,000
600,000
400,000
700,000
750,000
1,500,000
1,000,000
1,750,000
1,500,000
1,500,000
1,250,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
200,000
600,000
450,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
900,000
250,000
300,000
28,800,000

* The above table shows s 1 increase ; ince the fire—including those destroyed—of eleven elevators in number, and 17,435,000 bushels in capacity.
t Made available in times if emergen :y, by order of the directors,
Peter Haskili. Willard, retired merchant, son of William
and Lucy Haskili Willard, was born at Lancaster, Mass., on Octo
ber 7, 1805. Until he was fifteen years of age he assisted his father
in farming, during which time he obtained several years' instruction
in the district schools of the vicinity. He began commercial life in
the country store of Calvin Haskili, of Harvard, Mass., with whom
he remained nearly five years. He then went to Littleton, Mass.,
and was engaged in mercantile pursuits four years; then removed to
Lowell and went into the wholesale and retail grocery business.
Four years later he succumbed to the Western fever, and, disposing
of his business, went to St. Louis in 1836, which then was a city of
not more than fifteen thousand inhabitants. He established him
self in the wholesale grocery trade on Front Street, which then
faced the levee and is now called Water Street. The destructive
policy of President Jackson's administration brought about the panic
of 1837, during the following year, and Mr. Willard was among the
sufferers, but shortly afterward he resumed business. In 1845, in
connection with Ira V. Munn, he extended his business to various
points in the West and established branch stores in Peoria, Spring
Bay, Matamoras, etc. During 1856, the firm closed out, and Mr.
Willard came to this city. He purchased a lot near the junction of
I..ike Street and the river on the west side, and erected the second

elevator built in Chicago, and continued in the elevator business dur
ing that year, and returned to St. Louis in 1857. Forming a partner
ship with James G. Goodrich, he engaged in the wholesale grocery
trade until business was interupted by the excitement of the times
in 1 861, when he purchased the stock of the firm and removed to
this city. Under the firm name of Willard & Childs he continued
business until 1867, when he retired from the firm, which then be
came Childs & Briggs. Two years later that firm became involved,
and, in order to protect his interests, held by them, he assumed its
management, and through his efforts the firm was placed upon a
sound financial basis. He continued as manager of the firm until
the fire of 1871. In that conflagration he lost $25,000 in currency
and unregistered bonds, but was soon enabled to re-establish him
self in trade, which he continued until 1S79, since which time he
has not taken an active part in business. Mr. Willard was married
on April 4, 1840, to Miss Elizabeth Osgood Goodrich, of Vermont,
a lady of culture and marked literary talent, well-known as the
author of " Sixology," who died in 1872, leaving him five children.
—Gardner G., William H., CharlesG., Monroe L., all of whom are
prominent business men, and Clara G., now deceased. In 1874. he
was married to Mrs. Mary E. Daniels, of Chicago, who has one
daughter by her first marriage.
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early history of the yards, one thousand two hundred
cattle-pens and one thousand hog and sheep-pens were
The old " Bull's Head " stock-yards, situated at the sufficient for the accommodation of stock, while to-day
corner of Madison Street and Ogden Avenue, were open
two thousand six hundred of the former and one thou
ed in 1848, and gave to Chicago its first regular cattle sand six hundred of the latter barely satisfy the demands
market. In 1854, the Michigan Southern Railway made upon their capacity. The pens were all originally
opened stock-yards upon the Ulrich property, at the cor
planked, and only a few have since been paved with stone.
ner of State and Twenty-second streets, which were About thirty miles of alleys and streets, some macadam
placed underthe management of Thomas Nicholes. Mr. ized and others laid with gravel and cinders, connect
Nicholes was superseded in 1862 by Ira Smith & Co., these pens with the loading and unloading chutes of the
who continued in the management until the close of the railroads. Thirty-five thousand cattle, two hundred
yards in the spring of 1866. John B. Sherman made thousand hogs, ten thousana sheep and fifteen hundred
what was, up to 1856, the boldest venture in this direc
horses may find quarters at the yards.
tion in opening the Myrick yards on Cottage Grove
The company has spared no effort and no expense in
Avenue, with a capacity for five thousand cattle and repairs, and in augmenting the facilities for the hand
thirty thousand hogs. The Michigan Central and Illi
ling of stock, as may be gathered from the fact that the
nois Central railways had switches running into these repair and construction accounts range from $100,000
yards. The Fort Wayne yards, at the corner of Stewart to $300,000 a year. In 1879, an elevated roadway was
Avenue and Mitchell Street, and the Cottage Grove constructed over the yards, for the purpose of more
yards of C. F. Loomis & Co., were small and inade
easily effecting the transfer of stock to the slaughteringquate, and never came into much prominence, although houses. From time to time feeders have been built to
the latter was the principal yard here during the War.
this main viaduct, as they were required. The system
After the failure of the Chicago, Burlington & of drainage has been brought to a high state of perfec
tion, and the sanitary condition of the yards insures the
Quincy Railroad stock-yards (which had been estab
health of stock. Fifty miles of sewers have been laid,
lished a mile and a half west of the city by that com
which carry all surplus water out into the Chicago
pany, J. H. Dole and other capitalists) to attract busi
ness to any extent, it became manifest that the stock River and thence into the lake.
The water for the stock is obtained from six artesian
interests of Chicago should be concentrated in some
sure quarter, to facilitate and lessen the expense of wells, sunk at various times as an increased supply was
transfers of cattle and hogs. The delays occasioned required. This was one of the chief difficulties the
by the location of the yards at long distances from one management had to meet when the yards were opened.
another suggested the enterprise of the Union Stock- The first well was sunk between May 14 and October 30,
Yards and Transit Company. A prospectus was issued 1866, when water was found at a depth of one thousand
in the autumn of 1864, which resulted in the subscrip
and thirty-two feet. The average depth of the wells is
tion of stock to the extent of $1,000,000, the major one thousand three hundred feet. The water, on ac
count of its mineral properties, can be used only for
portion of which ($925,000), was taken by the nine rail
ways chiefly interested in the stock trade, viz. Illinois watering stock, and is not available for mechanical pur
Central, Michigan Central, Chicago, Burlington ct poses. In the first well sunk, the water was found to
Quincy, Michigan Southern, Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne be impregnated with sulphur. Another well, only fifty& Chicago, Chicago & Alton, Rock Island, Chicago & nine feet away, was charged with an oxide of iron. The
Danville and Chicago & North-Western. A special average capacity of the wells is six hundred thousand
charter was granted by the State Legislature, which was gallons a day. The supply-pipes are constructed of
approved on February 13, 1865. John L. Hancock, wrought iron, coated on the inside with bitumen to
Virginius A. Turpin, Rosell M. Hough, Sidney A. Kent, prevent corrosion.
Charles M. Culbertson, Lyman Blair, M. L. Sykes, Jr.,
Every railroad entering Chicago is connected di
George W. Cass, James F. Joy, John F. Tracy, Timothy rectly with the Stock- Yards. All the tracks are owned
B. Blackstone, Joseph H. Moore, John S. Barry, Homer and were laid by the company, and the total length of
E. Sargent, Burton C. Cook, John B. Drake, William track, which is being increased constantly, is now about
D. Judson, David Kreigh and John B. Sherman were one hundred miles. Iron rails were used at first,
the incorporators. Upon the organization of the com
but steel was substituted subsequently.
pany, Timothy B. Blackstone was chosen president, F.
One thousand feet of platform are assigned to each
H. Winston as secretary, and Robert Nolton as assistant railway, equipped with loading and unloading chutes,
so arranged that an entire train may be unloaded at
secretary.
The site chosen for the location of the Yards was at once as easily as a single car.
A passenger station, with water-tanks, turn-tables,
Halsted Street, in the Town of Lake, and three hun
dred and twenty acres, being the north half of Section coal bins, and all the appointments of a first-class
5, Township 38 N. Range 14 E., were purchased from railway station, is a feature of the Yards.
The unnecessary loss in time and money sustained
Hon. John Wentworth, the price being $100,000. This
in the transfer of through freights between Eastern and
land was considered an almost valueless marsh, impossi
ble to be drained. Work was commenced on June 1, 1865, Western railroads created a problem which was solved
and by Christmas of that year the yards were thrown by the completion of the Freight Transfer and StockYards canal, in 1872.
open for business. The yards were laid out as a rectan
The erection of a huge warehouse, in 1874, furnished
gular figure, with streets and alleys crossing one another
at right angles. About one hundred and twenty acres an accessible center for the storage and trans-shipment
were covered with pens when the yards were opened, of freights. The route of the canal, which was built in
and the growth of the enterprise since has necessitated furtherance of this plan, is from the South Branch of
additions from time to time, making the present acreage the Chicago River to Halsted Street, in a direct line
of the pens two hundred and eighty. They are of var with Egan Avenue, the western end of which was
ious sizes, some being of the capacity of one car-load closed as a street for the purposes of the canal. The
and others of the capacity of ten car-loads. In the width of the channel is one hundred and twenty feet,
THE UNION STOCK-YARDS.
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and its depth sixteen feet, thus being navigable by the
largest lake vessels. The canal is being extended year
by year, so as to afford increased water frontage, and it
is now about a mile and a half west of the Yards. It is
lined with docks, coal-yards, etc., and although the
original plan has not been carried out in its entirety,
the several railroads having built transfers of their own
subsequently, yet the trade which is carried on by
means of this waterway is enormous.
The Exchange Building is situated nearly in the
center of the Yards, and is of plain construction. Three
wings have since been added to the original building.
The offices of the company, together with the offices of
some eighty commission firms, are located in these
buildings. There are also telegraph offices and a
restaurant.
The Union Stock- Yards National Bank was opened
for business in June, 1869, and it is practically a clear
ing-house. Its capital is $200,000, with an additional
$100,000 at rest. Nearly all the drovers and commis
sion men who have business at the Yards have an
account at the Bank. The successive presidents have
been William F. Tucker, M. Talcott, Edward S. Stickney and Elmer Washburne. Edward S. Stickney was
the first cashier, and on his accession to the presidency
he was succeeded by G. E. Conrad. The present board
of directors consists of Samuel N. Nickerson, Lyman J.
Gage, Stephen B. Booth, John W. Kelley, George T.
Williams, and Elmer Washburne.
A post-office building and a printing-house (which is
occupied by the Daily Drover's Journal, issued by H.
L. Goodall & Co.) were built in 1875. These buildings
are situated just outside the main entrance to the yards.
The Transit House, formerly known as the Hough
House, is owned by the company, and was opened by
them for the accommodation of those interested in the
stock trade. It is situated on Halsted Street, near the
entrance to the Yards.
The vigilance of the company prevented the great
fire from making headway on their property. The
Morris slaughter-house, situated just southwest of the
Yards, was discovered to be in flames some days after
October 8. The wind was then blowing from the south
west, but the progress of the flames was arrested before
much damage was done. Patrols were on watch, day
and night, and several prairie-fires in the vicinity of the
yards were extinguished. The fire, however, did not
detrimentally affect the live-stock trade.
The company employs constantly over one thousand
men, a number larger than the total population of the
village of Lake when the yards were opened.
The slaughtering and packing-houses, which are
all situated in the vicinity of the Yards, have no connec
tion with the former, except that their supplies of stock
are received through the Yards. There are twenty-nine
large packing-houses, besides several smaller establish
ments. These furnish almost constant employment to
between twenty-five and thirty thousand men and boys.
The presidents of the Union Stock- Yards and Tran
sit Company have been T. B. Blackstone, up to 1866 ;
J. M. Douglas '(resigned 1866); B. B. Chandler, up to
1873; James M. Walker, up to 1881; and Nathaniel
Thayer, Jr., who is now president. F. H. Winston, the
first secretary, was succeeded, in 1874, by George T.
Williams, the present secretary. T. E. Bryant, the first
superintendent, was succeeded, at his death, in 1867, by
J. B. Sherman, who, in turn, having been elected vicepresident and general manager, was succeeded, in 1882,
by G. Titus Williams. The board of directors is com
posed of John Newell, Marvin Hughitt, D. J. Potter,
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N. Thayer, John B. Sherman, J. R. Cable, E. T. Jef
frey, J. N. McCullough, and J. C. McMullen.
The receipts of live stock for twenty years have
been as follows :
Year.

Cattle.

Calv

Hogs.

Sheep.

1865 (5 days)
613
17,764
1.433
i8b6
393.007
961,746 207,987
1867
329,188
1,696,738 180,888
1808
324,524
1,706,782 270,891
18O9
403,102
1,661,869 340,072
1870
1,693,158 349.853
532,9<M
1871
543,050
2,380,083 315.053
1872
684,075
3,252,623 310,211
1873
761,428
4.437,750 291.734
1874
843,966
4.758,379 333.655
1875
920,843
3,912,110 418,948
.096,745
1876
4,190,006 364.095
.033.151
1877
4,025,970 310,240
1878
.083,068
6,339.654 310,420
1879
.215.732
6,448,330 325,"9
1880
.382,477
7,059.355 335.8IO
1881
498,550 48,948 6,474.844 493.624
.582,530 24,965 5,817,504 628,887
1882
1883
.878,944 30,223 5,640,625 749.917
1884
.817,697 52.353 5.351.967 801,630
1885
905,548 58,500 6,937.98i 1.003,598

Horses.
1.553
847
1,902
1.524
3.537
5.963
12,145
20,289
17.588
11,346
8.159
7.874
9.415
10,473
10,398
12,909
13.856
15.255
18,602
19.356

The shipments for twenty years have been—
Year.
IS66.
1867.
1868.
1869.
1870.
1871.
1872.
IS731874.
1S751876.
1877.
1878.
18791880.
1881.
1882.
1883.
1884.
1885.

Cattle.
263,693
203,580
215,987
294,717
390.709
401,927
510,025
574,iSi
622,929
696.534
797.724
703,402
699,188
726,903
886,614
938,712
921,009
966,758
♦791,884
*747,983

Calves

33.465
10,229
12,671
31,089
33.6io

Hogs.

Sheep.

482,875 75.447
758,789 50,275
1,020,329 81,634
1,086,305 108,690
924,453 116,71 1
1,162,286 135,084
1,835.594 145,016
2,197.557 "5.235
2,330,361 180,555
1,582,643 243,604
1,131.635 195.925
951,221 "5.354
1,266,906 156,727
1,692,361 159,266
1,394,990 156,510
1,289,679 253,938
1.747,722 314,200
1,319,392 374.463
1,392,615 290,352
1,795,160 260,090

Horses.
162
387
2,185
1,538
3.488
5,482
10,625
18,540
16,608
11,129
6,839
6,598
8,176
9,289
8.713
II,Io8
12,788
14,698
18,247
18,582

* The diminution in the number of cattle shipped is due to the large ship
ments of dressed beef. The amount thus slaughtered was as follows;
Armour & Co.—
Morris & Fairbank—
Cattle
325,131
Cattle
229,419
Sheep
50,105 Hammond & Co —
Swift & Co.—
Cattle
...160,960
Cattle
429,483 Libby, McNeil & Libby—
Sheep
271.481
Cattle
"15.032
Number of Cattle Packed, and Pricks.
Year.

Range of prices
per 100 pounds.

Number packed
for the season.

1872 ..
15,755
75 to $6 25
1873 - 50 to OO
21,712
1874- 50 to
41.192
7?
1875*.
25
63.783
=5 to
to
1876..
50
324.898
75
1877to
310,456
7<>
7"
1878..
60 to
391,500
37
2 50 to
1879 - 486,537
75
So
3 15 to
1880 - .
511,711
1881
30
575,924
3 75 to
to
8
50'
1882
697.033
4 75
4 60 to 6 75
1,028,654
18S3-.
4 70 to 7 25
1,188,154
1884..
3 65 to 4 75
1,157.582
1885..
• City consumption is included in number packed subsequent to 1875.
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The Total Valuation of Stock yarded, by Years.
1880
1873
$91,321,162
$42,765,328
1881
42,375,241
1874
115,049,140
1882
52,506,288
1875
"7.533.942
1883
60,171,217
1876
111,185,050
1884
.. 62,090,631
1877
99,024,100
1885
1878
106,101,879
60,331,082
1879
114,795,834
87,500,000

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872

$143,057,626
183,007,710
196,670,221
201,252,772
187,387,680
176,528,000
$2,250,655,503

Total

Receipts, Shipments and Local Increase in the Manufacture of Leading Meat Products.
FF.BF,
TIERCES AND BARRELS.

PROVISIONS AND CUT MEATS, POUNDS.

PORK, BARRELS.

LARD, roUNDS.

1 ear.

1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
18S4
1885

-—

Receipts.

Shipments.

Receipts.

Shipments.

Receipts.

Shipments.

Receipts.

14,512
7.158
36,670
26,949
37,202
9.359
2,506
4.3f>7
6,282
2,093
1,710
1,796
2,294
3i8

39.9"
33,938
72,562
60,454
73,575
82,050
67,557
110,431
117,203
"3,493
138,719
iii,57o
100,950
116,583

121,023
43,758
39,695
49,205
45,704
35,249
33,073
64,389
39,091
52,289
78,895
53,636
56,247
34,958

208,664
191,144
231,350
313.713
319.344
296,457
346,366
354,255
367,324
319,999
435.625
340,307
290,512
393,213

48,256,615
58,782,954
50,629, 509
54,445,783
63,368,011
62,031,670
103,130,326
151,131,767
164,437,225
138,787,745
106,165,038
139.971,942
127,006,458
l62,Ol8,O0O

245,288,404
343,986,021
262,931,462
362,141,943
467,289,109
479,926,231
747,269,774
835.629,540
958,036,113
782,993.729
615,822,951
643,994,263
549,674,034
705,356,000

19.911,797
2b, 571,425
24,145,225
21,982,423
33,620,928
27,236,359
37,748.958
75,754,117
68,387,204
61,403,671
40,696,384
72,010,072
63,146,334
60,840,000

Shipments.
86,040,785
89,847,680
82,209,887
115,616,093
138,216,376
147,000,616
244.323.933
251,020,295
333.539.138
278,531.733
235.473.520
255,226,039
219,617,436
255,376,000

Trices and Movement of Pork.
RANGE OF PRICES.

RANGE OF PRICES OF MESS PORK,
PER nAKREL.

PRESSED.

Year.
Live.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
188:
1882
1883
1885

----

$3
4
6
5
4
2
2
4
4
6
4
4
3

75
75
25
50
00
40
50
00
75
15
35
10
00

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

Dressed.
$6
7
9
10
7
4
5
5
7
9
8
7
5

50
75
25
00
25
75
05
3°
40
60
15
75
35

$4
4
6
6
4
2
3
4
5
6
6
4
3

20
80
75
25
20
60
00
75
20
70
80
50
30

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

$7
8
9
10
7
4
5
5
7
7
8
8
6

50
50
75
00
80
85
40
60
20
35
30
00
00

Received.

Shipped.

235,905
233,156
213,038
I73,OI2
148,622
164,339
102,512
91,044
89, 102
52,835
36,778
56,538
24,598
32,700

145,701
290,906
197,747
153,523
79-654
94,648
26,039
40,024
33,194
46,849
40,196
44,367
24,447
56.305

Lowest.
$tl
13
17
15
IO
6
7
9
15
15
10
10
7

Highest.

OO
85
70
™%
20
02>*
WA
25
22V2
25
12 J4
45
95

$18
24
23
22
18
II
13
19
20
24
20
27
13

OO
50
50
72^
IO
35
75
00
00
75
20
50
35

Average.
$15
18
20
18
13
8
9
13
16
19
15
17
10

25
25
20
72K
85
83
75
25
48
15
42'A
47 %

Pork Packinc
NUMBER OF HOGS PACKED.
Year ending

Packed
March 1 to
November 1.

March I, 18I
March 1, 1884
March 1, 1803
March I, 1802
March 1, 1881
March I, 1880
March 1, 1879
March I, 1878
March I, 1877
March t, 1876
1874-75
f873-74 --1872-73---tS-tt—72

1,859,988
1.900,408
1,664,967
2,732,384
2,971, 127
2,155,418
2,017,841
1.508,026
1,315,402
12.8,781
446,36s
306,536
31.571
10,350

Packed
November 1
March 1.
2,368,217
2,011,384
2,557.823
2,368,100
2,781,064
2,525,219
2,943.115
2,501,285
1,618,084
1,592,065
1,690,348
1,520,624
1,425,079
1,214,886

4,228,205
3.91 1.792
4,222,780
5,100,484
5,752.191
4,680,637
4,960,956
4,009,311
2,933.486
2,320,846
2, 136,716
1,826,560
1,456,650
1,225,236

VIRLD OF LARD.

NET WEIGHT.
Average
net weight,
ummer packing.

Average
net weight,
vinter packitij

I9I.62
2O0.75
182.06
188.74
189.54
I90.77
I94.26
I96.O9
189.79
I76.I9

223.51
202.37
217.49
216.98
212.55
222./7
225.15
228.37
215-97
217-55
212.42
216.47
236.25
232-54

A vt-rage
pounds per he
iummer packii
31 94
36.94
29.58
32.40
30-83
33-48
36.72
32.50
29.10
26.77

Average
Total tiercea
pounds per hog.
made,
winter packing. winter packing.
38.44
34- 53
36.71
39-75
37-94
40.59
44-44
39.60
35- IO
36.32
37 30
37 44
44.02
43-07

196,756
209,894
281,379
271,851
316,884
304.O79
395.659
295,260
172,869
174.572
197,038
177.877
196,054
167,592
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to Prescott, Canada, with his parents, receiving his education there.
He came from Prescott to Chicago in 1853, and at once engaged in
steamboating, which business he constantly followed up to the time
he became interested with his brothers in the ice business, in which
he has continued up to the present time. He and his brother
Thomas were at one time interested in several canal-boats that ran
James P. Smith & Co.—This company dates its formation between Chicago and St. Louis, but they some time since disposed
back to 1847, the present proprietors being the real successors of of them. Mr. Piper was married in Chicago, in 1877, to Miss
the original owners. In that year, Augustus Frisbie and Mr. Bur Charlotte Fitzsimmons.
rows commenced the ice business in Chicago, obtaining their sup
Artesia.v Well Ice Company.—In 1863, the boring for the
ply from the North Branch of the Chicago River, and having an ice great artesian well situated in the western part of the city, near
house which had a capacity of about two thousand tons. In 1848, Western Avenue, was commenced, and in January the well was lost
Hiram Joy became associated with A. Frisbie, the firm being Joy at a depth of sixty-five feet, the tools getting fast at the bottom. In
& Frisbie. One wagon was employed to supply the entire city, then February, 1S64, another well was commenced and was finished
containing, in all its divisions, only about twenty-eight thousand in
in November, when the water began to flow from a depth of seven
habitants. At that time they made little effort at wholesale trade, hundred and eleven feet. In May following, the boring of a sec
depending almost entirely on retail business. This firm was merged ond well was begun, and the water flowed from it from the depth
into what was known as the Chicago Ice Company, in 1S60, J. of seven hundred and nine feet, the work being completed in No
Parker Smith constituting the company, and at the dissolution of vember of that year. Both wells continue to flow, and a lake of
the firm in 1866, it became a stock company, with J. Parker Smith pure water covers about twenty-five acres of ground.
as president and manager. Beginning, as they did, in a small way
When the work was first commenced it was for the purpose of
in 1847, the business of the present firm has assumed proportions finding oil, it being about the time of the great oil excitement in
that place it among the valuable industries of the city. Their stor
Pennsylvania, but the only result obtained in this line is thus told
age consists of twelve large houses at Fond du Lac, Wis. ; three at in a pamphlet issued by the company: " During the past winter we
Batavia, 111.; one at Anna; six at Chicago; five on the Calumet have bored a well only forty-five feet in depth, in order to test the
River, and sixteen at Calumet Lake, and they constantly have build
surface rock for oil; out of this has been pumped about one hun
ings in process of erection to provide for their increasing trade. dred gallons of petroleum."
They supply many packers at the Stock-Yards, having commenced
It was desirable to make the best use of the water obtained,
this trade as early as 1857, and also do a large business supplying which by careful analysis was found to be of a superior quality, and
refrigerator cars. They furnished the first car that was loaded with it was decided to at once prepare for putting up ice, which they con
dressed beef for Providence, R. I., as an experiment, in 1S69. They cluded, from its purity and also its close proximity to the city,
ship large consignments of ice South, it being preferable to the man
would be a profitable investment. The houses for storage, having a
ufactured ice made in the Southern States, and they are supplied with capacity for holding nearly fifty thousand tons, are built near the
all kinds of tools and conveniences for rapidly loading cars. In the lake, and are easily filled.
city they do an extensive retail business, and give employment to a
In March, 1867, a charter was granted by the State of Illinois
large number of men, maintaining an outfit of teams and fine for a company to operate these wells. The capital stock of the
wagons that were entirely unknown in the early days of the indus
corporation was $1,000,000, divided into shares of $100,000 each.
try. Their office at present is located in a fine brick building, No.
The persons named in the charter were Abraham S. Croskey,
145 Monroe Street, the property of J. Parker Smith.
George A. Shufeldt, Jr., Henry H. Brown, P. W. Gates, Henry
A. S. Piff.r & Co.—This firm was first organized in 1863, to Greenebaum, Daniel W. Page, Carlile Mason, Amasa F. Dwight,
carry on the ice business, and was composed of three brothers, An
William Phillips and John C. W. Bailey, and the following officers
son, Thomas and Seth, sons of Sylvester and Sarah Piper. Their were elected: Henry H. Brown, president; George S. Carmichael,
father is still living at the age of seventy-eight years. They had secretary; A. F. Croskey, treasurer; W. T. B. Read, superintend
ent. The superintendent was living at Alton, 111., at the time the
foresight enough to grasp the importance of this branch of trade,
that other business men overlooked, and in a small way they com
well was first projected, and was sought after on account of his su
menced to build what has now become a large and profitable busi
perior mechanical knowledge and his ability as a business and
financial manager. He carried the project through very succesfulness, having at the present time nearly fifty teams engaged in
delivering ice during the summer. Their supply is obtained from
ly, and had it not been for the speculative disposition of many of
Willow Springs and Yorkville, 111., Little Sturgeon Bay and Green the controlling parties in the company, it would undoubtedly have
Bay, Wis., and the main office is at No. 83 West Twelfth Street.
remained the property of the original investors, but they were con
While operating the ice business, they discovered a demand for tinually speculating in cotton, wool, etc., and finally became in
special tools for that industry, for marking out the blocks, cutting volved, and the real-estate, fixtures, etc., in 1872, became the prop
erty, by virtue of sale, of George S. Carmichael, the investment for
and handling them, and for wagons adapted to carrying them, and,
in 1874, they erected a large building on the corner of Ogden the forty acres costing him in the aggregate $120,000. Soon after
Avenue and Leavitt Street, where they commenced the manufacture that Mr. Read, the superintendent, purchased a half interest and
of everything pertaining to carrying on the ice business. They commenced to operate the ice business, and at the time of Mr.
make a specialty of a machine patented by one of the firm, Thomas Carmichael's death, in October, 1879, had nearly completed paying
Piper, for cutting grass and water plants under the water, for keep
for his portion. The property has since been divided, Mr. Read
ing impurities out of the ice, and for freeing ornamental lakes and having twenty-five acres and the widow of Mr. Carmichael fifteen
bodies of water in parks from unsightly weeds, and also manufac
acres. The ice business at the present time is operated by W. T.
ture an ice wagon having the Nelson patent fifth-wheel. In this B. Read's Sons, the father retaining a supervisory interest.
line of business they were the second firm to commence the manu
William T. B. Read was born at Providence, R. I., and re
facture in Chicago, and it is fast becoming an extensive enterprise. ceived his education in the schools of the early day of that country.
Anson S. Piper was born in New York State in 1828, and at He is the son of Jonathan and Nancy (Bicknell) Read, with whom
an early age went to Canada with his parents, who made their home he remained until after leaving school, when he was regularly ap
prenticed to the jewelry trade. After leaving his trade, he went to
at Prescott, remaining with them until of age. He received a com
New York City, where he purchased a stock of dry goods, and then
mon school education, and after leaving school entered into mer
chandising in a country store. He came to Chicago in 1853, and opened a store a store at Newburg, N. Y., where he remained for
was occupied for some time in a grocery store, finally concluding about two years. Disposing of his store, he took up his residence
to go into the ice business. He operated this industry alone for in Mobile, Ala., where he again entered the same business. He
some time, and finally associated his two brothers, Thomas and Seth, remained South for about twelve years, and came to Illinois in 1842,
with him, and by perseverance and close attention to business has settling at Alton, where he engaged in the foundry and machineseen his efforts crowned with success. Mr. Piper was married at shop business. In 1865, he came to Chicago, and became inter
ested in the boring of the artesian wells intended at that time to
Dickinson Landing, Canada, to Miss Julia Pratt, and has six chil
supply oil. He visited, in the interests of the company, the oil
dren living : George, Ida, Sherman, Sarah, Dilley and William.
Thomas Piper was born in New York State in 1836, and went fields of Pennsylvania, fully informing himself of all the points re
with the family to Canada when a child, living at Prescott, where quired for a successful completeness of the Chicago wells, and be
he obtained a common school education. He left Canada and came the head of the enterprise, which he has never abandoned up
came to Chicago in 1853, and has since been a resident of this to the present time. He was married in Middletown, Orange Co.,
city. When he arrived here, he was employed as an engineer on N. Y., to Miss Adelaide Carmichael, in 1848, and has five children,
a steamboat, continuing in that capacity until he became associated —William T. B., Jr. ; Georgie, now Mrs. Samuel Baker, of Chi
with his brother in the ice business, to which he now devotes his cago; Allie N., Harry J. and Benjamin F.
entire time. Mr. Piper was married in Chicago, in 1865, to Miss
William T. B. Read, Jr., the eldest son of W. T. B. and
Alice McGrory, formerly of Prescott, Canada, and has six children Adelaide (Carmichael) Read, was born at Alton, 111. He received
living: Charles, Edward, Seth S., Thomas, Maggie and Ellsworth. his preliminary education in the public schools of Chicago, subse
Seth N. Piper was born in New York State in 1S38, and went quently attending the Illinois State University, at Champaign, for
22
Ice.—One of the most important articles in use in
the packing business is ice, and following are presented
sketches of some of the leading dealers in that com
modity:
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several years. He then returned to Chicago, and remained at home
for some time, when he commenced the study of lithography in the
establishment of the Shenvoods in the city, where he is still em
ployed. He was married in Chicago, in 1883, to Miss Lizzie
Greenhood, daughter of J. C. Greenhood, the well-known safe
dealer in this city, and has one daughter, Adelaide.
Harry J. Read, the second son of William T. B. Read, and an
active member of the Artesian Well Ice C ompany, was also born at
Alton, 111., and came to Chicago when quite young. He partially
received his education in the public schools of this city, and after
ward attended for four years the State University, at Champaign,
111. He returned to Chicago and began assisting his father in the
management of the ice business, taking from him much of the re
sponsibilities which he had for years borne. He is at the present
time the leading spirit in the business.
Benjamin F. Head, the junior member of the Artesian Well
Ice Company, is a native of Illinois, and was born at Alton. He
came to this city when quite young, and attended a private semi
nary known as the German-American School. While receiving his
education he was an assistant on his father's business, and thus be
came qualified for the position he at present occupies.
E. A. Shedd & Co. commenced the ice business in 1S74, be
ginning in a small way; running the first season only two wagons,
but gradually enlarging and purchasing the business of several of
the smaller companies and finally absorbing one of the oldest and
largest companies in the city. In January, 1SS5, they formed a
stock company called the Knickerbocker Ice Company, with
$300,000 capital, chartered under the laws of Illinois. They ope
rate about fifty teams in Chicago, and employ about two hundred
men in the summer, and a much larger force in the winter in pre
paring for the trade the warm weather brings them. In St. Louis,
they operate as the Creve Ca'ur Lake Ice Company, and have a large
business there also. The officers of the Knickerbocker Company
are E. A. Shedd, president; J. S. Field, vice-president, C. B. Shedd,
secretary and treasurer. They own the large ice houses at Wolf
Lake, Indiana, said to be the largest in the world, and also have
large houses on the Calumet River and at Calumet Lake, besides
others of less note, and are one of the largest companies doing busi
ness in the city of Chicago. They occupy commodbus quarters at
No. 85 Washington Street, where they have been located for a num
ber of years.
John S. Field, was born at Iieloit, Wisconsin, in 1847, and
was partially educated at Beloit, and at the age of thirteen he went
to Madison in the same State, where he attended school until he
was sixteen, and then went West, looking after the interests of his
father, where he remained until he was nineteen years old. In
1867, he came to Chicago and engaged in the ice business, and has
remained in it up to the present time, being elected, in January,
1885, vice-president of the Knickerbocker Ice Company.
Warehousing and Storage.—In addition to the
vast business transacted through the elevators of this
city, the private warehouse and storage-room is a valu
able accessory to commerce, as means of preserving
perishable articles not handled by the elevator compa
nies. Descriptions of some of these are subjoined.
Sturgis, McAllister & Co. established a warehouse at Nos.
1-6 Rush Street, at the southwest corner of Kinzie Street, some time
in the "sixties," for the storage of wool, and in 1867, they were
succeeded by Taylor, Dickinson & Smith, the members of the firm
being Z. li. Taylor, William P. Dickinson and Alfred Smith. This
company managed the business for two years, the building then be
ing known as the Empire Warehouse. At the expiration of this
time the firm became Dickinson & Taylor, Mr. Smith having with
drawn. The firm was subsequently changed to Dickinson & Son,
Mr. Dickinson associating his son William with him, and by them
the business was continued until the fire of 1871 destroyed the build
ing. It was re-built by Messrs. Brown and (Avery) Moore; and after
ward sold to II. N. Rust, in 1S73, who, in 1879, took his son,
Frank X., into partnership under the firm name of Rust &Co., and
so continued until March I, 1881. Then William R. Manierre, a
son of Judge Manierre, deceased, acquired the property, and con
tinued the business for a short time, when he organized, under the
general law, the Central Warehouse Company, of which he was the
president. This company continued in existence until January I,
1882, when Mr. Manierre wound up its affairs and conducted the
business himself.
•
William Reid Manierre, the second son of Judge George
and Ann H. (Reid) Manierre, was born at Chicago on April 25,
1847, at the old homestead, corner of Jackson Street and Michigan
Avenue, which the family occupied up to the fire of 1S71, when
the land was leased for the Gardner House, now the Leland Hotel.
After receiving a partial education at the University of Chicago, he
enlisted on May 10, 1864, under the last call of President Lincoln,

as a private in Co. " D," 134th Illinois Volunteers, and was mas
tared out on October 25 of the same year. Mr. Manierre com.
pleted his education at the Union College of Law, from which he
graduated in 1878. He soon afterward associated himself with Rich
ard J. Prendergast, now county judge, under the firm name of Man
ierre & Prendergast. In the spring of 1881, he retired from the
practice of law, and became the proprietor of the Central Ware
house, near Rush street bridge. He was elected, in the spring of
1S83, as alderman of the 18th Ward, for a term of two years. Mr.
Manierre was married on April 20, 1875, in New York City, to
Julia O. Edson. They have three children,—George, Marguerite
and Julia Edson.
The Garden City Warehouses were established by Dike
Bros. & Minkler, which firm was changed to Dike Bros. & Baker.
Warehouse "B" is located at Nos. 239 to 243 Jackson Street,
Warehouse " A " at Nos. 1S0 to 184 Quincy Street. Determining
to incorporate, a charter was. secured by Dike Bros. & Minkler in
1883, and a company was formed with the following officers : N.
H. Jones, president; H. L. Ware, vice-president and secretary;
and H. J. Dike, treasurer. In a short time the affairs of the incor
poration became involved, and the property was placed in the hands
of a receiver, A. H. Burley, from whom Messrs. Hamilton and
Gedde purchased the buildings. Mr. Hamilton retired from the
firm in April, 1885, Mr. Gedde retaining sole control. The ware
houses are used for storing general merchandise, and have a capac
ity of forty thousand square feet.
Ove Gedde was born in Frederickshald. Norway, on May 10,
1862; his parents, Chr. Gedde and Catharina F.milie (Wiel) Gedde,
were natives of that country; Chr. Gedde was president of the Bank
of Norway and president of the " Dalslands Railroad." Mr. Gedde
received a portion of his education at his birthplace, and completed
it in England and Germany. In 18S2. he came to Chicago from
England, and engaged in his present business.
M.J. Leland is the manager of the Garden City warehouses,
a position which he has filled since the opening of the buildings in
1882. Mr. Leland was born at Holliston, Middlesex Co., Mass.,
on May 12, 1849. His parents, Benjamin M. and Hannah J. (Le
land) Leland, were natives of that town. Benjamin was a manu
facturer of boots and shoes, and after educating his son at the
Adelphi Academy, Brooklyn, N. Y., he took him into his office,
and gave him a thorough training preparatory for the battle of life.
At the age of twenty-two, young Leland left home and entered a
stockbroker's office in New York City. Leaving there, he visited
several portions of the United States, with a view to permanent
settlement, but at length returned home to New Jersey, whither
his father had removed. Mr. Leland followed the dairy business
for five years, and then came to Chicago. In 1870, he married
Agnes E. Thomas; they have three children.
The Globe Warehouse is situated on the North Tier, east
of the Illinois Central Railroad viaduct, and was erected in 1880,
by David Wylie, and is still owned by him. It has a capacity for
storing eight hundred car-loads of grain, seeds or general merchan
dise, and is connected with both railroad and lake transportation.
This house receives and forwards large amounts of freight from and to
Buffalo, Ogdensburg and Montreal during the Season of navigation,
is convenient and well adapted for warehousing purposes, and is
admirably located for the traffic intended. David W ylie is also pro
prietor of Wylie's bonded and general warehouse, at the corner of
Harrison Street and Pacific Avenue. This building was erected by
the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad Company for the
purpose of taking advantage of an Act of Congress permitting im
ported goods to come West without appraisement in New York or
other ports—bonded goods coming through, the duties on which were
to be paid here, with an idea of encouraging our merchants in more
direct importation. Mr. Wylie leased the building from the rail
road company when completed, and has conducted it since for the
above purpose. The building is constructed in accordance with the
directions from the customs department of the United States. It is
as near fire-prnof as is possible to make it, and has a capacity for
receiving five hundred car-loads. The tracks of the Michigan
Southern road run into the building and connect with all roads run
ning out of the city.
David Wylie was born in Campbelltown, Scotland, on April
8, 1841; and is a son of Alexander and Agnes (Colville) Wylie, na
tives of the above place. Alexander wasa distiller and malster most
of his life; he died in Scotland in 1S66. Agnes came to Chicago,
and died here on December 23. 18S3, aged eighty-two years. Mr.
Wylie was educated in the common schools of Scotland. He came to
America in 1857. and located at Toledo, O., taking a position with
the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad, where he remained
two years. In 1859, he came to Chicago and became an employe
with A. E. Goodrich, of the Goodrich Transportation Company, as
confidential clerk, which situation he resigned in 1S68 to accept that
of inspector of mineral oils, having received the appointment from
Hon. John B. Rice, mayor of the city; he held the office during
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Mr. Rice's administration and that of Hon. R. B. Mason. After
this he engaged in the warehouse business, which he still continues.
In 1867, he married Miss Naomi, daughter of Thomas Dougall, of
this city. By this marriage there are three children,—Alexander,
Elizabeth and Naomi. Mr. Wylie and wife are members of the
Fourth Presbyterian Church. Mr. Wylie is a member of Blaney
Lodge, No. 271, A.F. & A.M.; of Lafayette Chapter, No. 2, R.A.
M.; and of Apollo Commandery, No. 1, K.T. lie is also a prom
inent and influential member of the Illinois St. Andrew's Society.
Chicago Cooling Rooms. —Chicago is a city where enterprise
always keeps pace with the public demand, and to meet the urgent
needs of merchants who have perishable stock they require stored, the
Chicago Cooling Rooms were established. These were instituted in
1876, at No. 131 South Water Street, by J. W. Kepler, with a capacity
which was about one-eighth now demanded by his customers, and
which necessity required the augmentation of the capacity of his
warehouses, so that now ( 1S85) his rooms are occupying Nos. 131-33
South Water Street and Nos. 225-29 North Franklin Street. Mr.
Kepler has experimented with all the processes for the purpose of
preserving butter, cheese, eggs, foreign and domestic fruits, etc.,
and, from the experience then acquired, has invented and patented
a process which is practically perfect and is authentically designated
as one of the most desirable and economical refrigerators known.
J. W. Kepler was born at Milton, Northumberland Co.,
Penn., on June 18, 1842, where he was educated and began busi
ness as a salesman in Lewisburg, Penn., where he remained until
the outbreak of the War. He then enlisted as a private in Co.
"A," 131st Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. After the battle of
Antietam, he was promoted to second lieutenant, and first lieu
tenant after the battle of Fredericksburg. This regiment was
raised for the nine months' service, but remained for ten months, go
ing through the battlesof second Hull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg
and Chancellorsville. After he was mustered out, the State made a
call for three months' men, and Mr. Kepler enlisted in the 26th
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and was in the battle near Gettysburg,
fighting Ewing's Mounted Infantry, several thousand strong, with
this regiment alone; and repulsed Ewing's men twice, and then re
treated in good order with the loss of but a few men. This was
two days before the main battle of Gettysburg. After the expira
tion of this term of service, he accepted an appointment in the
post-office at Cincinnati, and remained there six months. He then
re-entered the service and took several hundred men into the Han
cock Veteran Corps, and was made captain of Co. " A," Ig2d Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, and went into the Grant campaign around Rich
mond. He was mustered out three months after the close of the
War.and then became a travelling salesman from Cincinnati and re
mained as such until 1S70. F'rom that year until 1876 he was en
gaged in the wholesale grocery trade at Chicago. Mr. Kepler is a
member of Covenant Lodge, No. 526, A.F. & A.M., and is also a
member of Fort Dearborn Lodge of the Royal Arcanum.
COGNATE INDUSTRIES
Hides and Leather. —This important branch of
commercial interest suffered but little in the fire of 1871,
most of the tanneries being located in portions of the
city unvisited by the conflagration. Since that time
there has been a remarkable progress in the industry,
the production having been trebled in a few years,
although the tendency has been to centralize and
enlarge individual enterprises. In both receipts and
shipments, a steady increase has been maintained for the
past fourteen years, while every branch of the interest
in manufacturing lines has progressed phenomenally.
In 1870, there were in Chicago fifteen establish
ments engaged in the manufacture of tanned leather,
employing three hundred and fourteen workmen, who
received $162,565 wages for the year. The amount of
capital represented was $705,000; the materials con
sumed were valued at $1,194,310, and the products
$1,618,501.
In curried leather manufacture, there were twelve
establishments, employing two hundred and fifty-nine
workmen, and paying $138, 25 5 wages, were in operation,
the capital involved aggregating $286,400, the materials
consumed $1,402,785, and the products $1,714,620.
By 1880, the number of establishments had not materi
ally increased, although the number of employes and
the capital invested had more than doubled. The es
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tablishments doing a business in curried leather were
nine, capital invested $481,002, two hundred and twen
ty-five workmen employed, $129,169 wages paid,
$1,762,756 expended in material, and $2,146,500 given
as the value of products.
In tanned leather, nineteen establishments were in
operation, one thousand one hundred and nine work
men employed, $1,932,998 capital invested, $541,184
wages paid, $3,790,522 value of materials used, and
$4,914,550 the value of products. During the year, the
receipts of hides were larger than ever before, the city
tanneries consuming 400,000 hides and 1,400,000 sheep
and calf skins, much less than the city slaughtering.
The year gave a great impetus to the industry, espe
cially in the departments which consumed the manufac
tured material, such as harness, trunks and belting es
tablishments, eighty-two of which did a business of
$746,247, being excelled in manufacture by nearly half a
million dollars by five representative manufacturers two
years later. The product of whips alone increased in
value, in the period stated, from $11,36910 $50,000.
The trade in pelts, deer skins and buffalo hides in
creased in proportion, and in 1882, the following table
shows the remarkable development of the business:
J=W !/.)
2£
w

Business.

Employes.*
Capital
invested.

Products.

Tanners and curriers
Boots, shoes and slippers.
Saddlery and harness
Trunk manufacturers

26 $3,100,000 1,700 §7,000,000
50 3,500,000 3,800 7,800,000
450,000
550 1,000,000
5
180,000
210
525,000
7
116,000
2
350,000
45
Whips
16,000
50,000
5
35
• The aggregate wages paid to the 6,340 employe's of these combined
industries amounted to $3,897,700.
The receipts and shipments of hides, for a period
of years antedating 1886, were as follows:
Year.
18531854 ■
1855.
1856.
18571858 .
1859.
i860.
1861 .
1862
1863.
1864.
IS65 .
1866.
IS67 .
1868 .
1869.
1870.
1871 .
1872 .
1873 IS741875 1876.
1877 1878 .
1879 1880 .
1881 .
1882 .
1883 .
1884.
1855 •

Receipts
(pounds).

Shipments
(pounds) .

1.274,311
1,430,326
I. 557.436
3,527.992
5.439.284
II,606,997
12,6155,446
11,233,918
9,962,723
12,747,123
17.557,728
20,052,235
19,285,178
20,125,541
23,522,066
25, 132,260
27,515.368
28,539,66s
25,026,034
32,387,995
36,885,241
52,287,674
52,357,244
55.484,514
52,549,095
44,029,421
56,610,510
73,124,519
77.803.155
68,977,610
71,006,097
70,445,779
67,025,421

2,957,200
2,158,300
3,255.750
9,392,200
8,609,200
8,693,862
16,413,320
14,863,514
12,277,518
'5,315.359
23,781,979
27,656,926
20,379 955
23,234,791
27.739.099
29,310,038
25,600,808
27,245,846
22,462,864
28,959,292
30,725,408
48,780,931
55,867,904
59,102,027
56,622,694
51,875,447
61,381,778
76,299,285
86,503,547
93,026, 199
98,531,099
108,159,696
113,312,497

Estimated value of
wool and hides
handled at Chicago

$15,000,000
25,000,000
25,700,000
25,250,000
17,250,000
23,600,000
29,700,000
28,500,000
24,788,000
23,654,000
24,090,000
25,000,000
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The receipts and shipments of hides by lake are
given in the subjoined table :
Year.
1872 .
1873
1874...
1875....
1876
1877 —
1878
1879 .-•
1881
1882 1883....

Receipts (pounds). Shipments (pounds).
203,680
314,395
416,800
534,240
308,900
349.876
501,500
71,160
873,060
1,507.740
2,842,650
245,800
699,120
1,271.550

1,783,240
1,776,067
4,746,000
2,313,420
959. °4°
1,416,160
1,333.960
725,760
5,237,320
3,097.000
795.450
761,610
1,635,020

The movements of imports and exports in hides and
leather since 187 1, are given only in an itemized form by
years,as no comprehensive tabulated report is published:
In 1872, the imports included calf-skins bearing a duty of
$2,435.25; 641 bales of pelts were received, and 1,255 bales shipped
by lake. In 1873, calf-skins valued at 89,490 and duty imposed at
$2,372.50 were imported, and 4,266 bales of pelts shipped by lake.
In 1874, the exports to Canada were 2,522 bales of hides, value
$15,100, and 3,018 bales of pelts shipped by lake. In 1875, im
ports from Canada included 768 bundles of green hides, 4,356 bales
of pelts received by lake, and 2,725,164 pounds of hides, and
325,044 pounds of leather exported direct to Europe. In 1876, S3
bundles of green hides were imported, and 193 bales of pelts re
ceived, and 4.275 bales shipped by lake. In 1877, 121 bundles of
green hides were imported, 455 bales of pelts received, and 8,120
bales shipped by lake, the direct exports from Europe being
2.221,641 pounds of hides, value $78,582. In 1878, the direct ex
ports to Europe were 826,162 pounds of hides and 232,539 pounds
of leather. In 1879, 41 bundles of hides were imported, and the
direct exports to Europe were 244,022 pounds of hides and 125,685
pounds of leather. In 1880, the imports of leather 'were 8,873
pounds, valued at $5,203.15, and the direct exports to Europe were
149,210 hides and 21,220 pounds of leather. In 1SS1, the imports
were 12,388 pounds of manufactured leather, valued at $3,691.20,
and 392 bundles of hiaes, and the direct exports to Europe were
222,850 pounds of hiaes. In 1S82, the imports of manufactured
leather were 209,287 pounds, valued at $09,040. 15, and 762 hides,
while the exports direct to Europe were 220,525 pounds of hides
and 20,570 pounds of leather. In 1883, imports of manufactured
leather were 150,242 pounds, valued at $70,743.35, 1,390 packages
of hides, and 14 cases of leather goods and saddlery. In 1884, the
imports of manufactured leather were 112,035 pounds, valued at
$52,167.21, and 51 cases of leather goods and saddlery, and the
exports direct to Europe were 2,539,200 pounds of hides and 520
pounds of leather.
William H. Grkiner.—The leather tannery belonging to
this gentleman is situated at 'the corner of Webster Avenue and
Dominick Street, is doing an extensive business, and ranks among
the leading houses of its line in Chicago, the present capacity of
the tannery being six hundred sides per week. Mr. Greiner first
started a tannery in Chicago in 1857, on Bremer Street ; from there
he moved to the North-avenue bridge, on the North Branch of the
river, in connection with H. Hach, they having formed a copart
nership, under the firm name of Hach & Greiner, with a sales
room at No. 52 South Franklin Street. There he remained up to
1 87 1, when the firm was dissolved ; he then started on his own ac
count at his present location. William H. Greiner was born in
1825, on the Rhine, in Germany ; he received his education abroad,
commencing his business career by learning the trade of tanning.
Owing to some political trouble in his country, he came to America
in 1849, and started at his trade in the employ of T. P. Howell &
Co., at Newark, N. J.; from there he went to Sullivan County, N.
Y., where he ran a tannery until 1856, when he came to Chicago.
Mr. Greiner was married, in 1855, to Miss Mar)' Schmidt, of Sulli
van County, N. Y. They have four children,—William H.,
Amelia, Julia and Mary.
Walker, Oakley & Co. are dealers in leather and hides,
and the house was established in 1867, by J. H. Walker and J. W.
Oakley, then doing business at 46 Franklin Street. They remained
at that location until 1S71 , when they removed to No. 177 Lake
Street, where a little later they were burned out in the great lire,
sustaining losses aggregating between $50,000 and $100,000. They

then took temporary quarters at No. 37 South Canal Street, and
shortly afterward removed to Nos. 239-41 Lake Street, where they
remained five years, and, in 1878, removed to Nos. 179-81 Lake
Street. In 1879, Thomas C. Hammond became a partner in the
firm, although he had an interest in the house from 1872, the style
of which remained as before, Walker, Oakley & Co. This house,
ranking among the largest of its kind in the country, has also a
branch establishment in Boston, besides owning and operating two
extensive tanneries in this city, in which about three hundred and
fifty men are employed. An idea of the growth of the business
may be gleaned from the statement that, in 1867, the total amount
done did not exceed $350,000, while it now reaches $1,500,000 per
annum. J. H. Walker is the non-resident member of the firm, and
resides at Worcester, Mass., where he looks after the Eastern
interests of the house.
Thomas C. Hammond, of the firm of Walker, Oakley & Co.,
and prominently identified with the leather trade in Chicago and
Boston, is a native of Ontario, Canada, born at Brampton, County
of Peel, on October 10, 1839. "e grew up and attended school at
his native place and afterward entered his father's tannery. In
lS63, he went to Dubuque and remained a short time. He then
went to Detroit. In January of the following year, he came to
Chicago and entered the employ of the Chicago Hide & I-eather
Company", remaining with this company over one year, at the end
of which time he and his brother David engaged in the leatherfinishing business. In January, 1872, he became connected with
the firm of Walker & Oakley, and since then, for the past twelve
years, has been interested in this well-known house. The firm of
Walker, Oakley & Co., is one of the largest manufacturers of
leather in this country, and the product of their extensive tanneries
bears a high standard in the leather market and among the boot
and shoe factories of the East and West. Mr. Hammond has a
practical experience of over a quarter of a century, and is thoroughly
familiar with all the details of manufacturing all kinds of upper
leather of the highest standard. In 1S60, Mr. Hammond was mar
ried to Miss Lizzie Bell, a native of Brampton, Ontario, Canada.
They have four children,—George B., Jennie R., Fred E. and
Thomas T.
Franklin Sawyer, of the firm of Franklin Sawyer & Co.,
dealers in hides at Nos. 203-7 Kinzie Street, began business in
1861, and is the oldest house continuously engaged in this line of
trade in the city. He has withstood all commercial fluctuations
and reverses, including a loss of one hundred thousand dollars by
the lire of 1871. Very soon after the fire, he began business again,
and may be now said to be one of the largest (if not the largest)
dealers on the street, his sales amounting to about one-half a million
dollars annually. Mr. Sawyer was born at New Salem, Mass., on
May 22, 1833, and is a son of Aaron and Laura (Thayer) Sawyer,
both natives of Massachusetts. The family came to Chicago in
July, 1861, and the following August his father died from the effects
of a sun-stroke, in his fifty-seventy year. Franklin was educated in
Hinsdale, Mass. In 1850, his family moved to Ellenburg, Clinton
Co., N. Y., where his father built a large tannery and Franklin re
mained at home until 1861, when he accompanied his father to Chi
cago, seeking a market for their leather in the West, instead of
sending it East. They opened a store for this purpose at No. 235
Lake Street, under the firm name of Sawyer Bros., the firm being
composed of Franklin, W. H. and Edwin. In 1866, Franklin sold
out to his brothers, and they soon moved to Boston, and in a few
years went out of business. Franklin, however, continued in busi
ness here alone, until 1871. After the fire he took A. S. Follansbee into partnership, which association continued until 1882,
when he bought Mr. Follansbee out and has since been alone. On
July 2, 1857, he married Miss Ellen M., daughter of James and
Augusta Miller, natives of Chester, Mass. They have three chil
dren,—Marv Eliza, wife of J. P. Lydiard, of this city ; Frederick
Arthur and Robert Franklin. Mrs. Sawyer is a member of the
Eighth Presbyterian Church. Mr. Sawyer is a member of Coven
ant Lodge, No. 526, A.F. & A.M., and of Corinthian Chapter, No.
69, R.A.M.
Turner & Ray. —This well-known house was founded in 1859.
In that year William H. Turner* and Leverett B. Sidway com
menced a wholesale leather and saddlery business at No. 208
Randolph Street. In 1864, they sold their saddlery department to
A. Ortmayer & Co., of which firm Mr. Turner and William V. Kay
were members. In 1865, Turner & Sidway sold the leather busi
ness to Turner, Bristol & Co., the partners in the latter firm being
William H. Turner, Charles Bristol and William V. Kay. Then
Messrs. Turner & Sidway formed a stock company known as the
Turner & Sidway Leather Company. Mr. Sidway being president
and Mr. Turner secretary of the corporation. They operated a
large tannery on the west side of the Elston Road, south of Division
Street, for a number of years, and finally disposed of their interests
in that line to the Union Hide and Leather Company, which is yet
*For a personal sketch of Mr. Turner, see Masonic History.
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in operation. In 1S67, Fred A. Ray bought out the interests of Mr.
Kay in the firm of Turner, Bristol & Co., and the name was changed
to Turner, Bristol & Ray. It so continued until 1872, when Mr.
Bristol died, and the name was changed to Turner & Ray, so
remaining to the present time. Thus it is that this firm has been
closely allied to the history of Chicago for the past twenty-five
years, and during that time no house has maintained a better repu
tation than that of Turner & Ray. When Turner & Sidway sold to
Turner, Bristol &Co., the business was transferred to No. 49 Lake
Street, where it remained until the great fire of 1871. Turner &
Ray now occupy two floors, at No. 236 Randolph Street, thirty by
one hundred and seventy-five feet in size. They carry a heavy
stock of leather and shoe findings, and aim to have everything
necessary to supply a shoe dealer or manufacturer. So absolutely
important is it for dealers to keep fully abreast of the ever-changing
modes and styles, that it tries the ability of the most experienced
buyers to supply their needs. But Messrs. Turner & Ray are gentle
men of lengthy experience, practical in every detail of their business,
and fully alive to the demands of their trade, which now aggre
gates $200,000 annually.
William Gardner was born in Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scot
land, on May 24, 1846, and is a son of James and Janet (Govan)
Gardner, natives of the above-named place. James followed mining
through life, and himself and his wife died in their native town.
William was educated in Scotland, and commenced the battle of
life at the early age of nine years in the coal mines, following this
business until he was nineteen years of age, at which time he went
to Glasgow and commenced work in a starch factory, where he
continued for six years. In 1871, he came to America and remained
nearly twelve years in New York City, eleven years of which time
he was with the firm of Keck & Mosser, dealers in hides and
leather. He then came to Chicago and opened an office in com
pany with Titus E. Geehr, as a hide-broker. Mr. Geehr was with
him in the store in New York and came here with him. On June
r9. !873. Mr. Gardner married Miss Marcella, daughter of James
and Eliza Foster, natives of Ireland ; they came to America some
years ago and located in Jersey City, where James died. By the
above marriage there were five children, of whom William is the
only one now living. Mr. Gardner is a member of the First Scotch
Presbyterian Church, also of the Knights of Honor and the Cal
edonian Society, of which latter he is chief.
Grey, Clark & Engle.—In 1848, this business was started
as the firm of C. F. Grey & Co., at No. 181 Lake Street. Soon
afterward they established a tannery on the North Side, at what is
now the State-street Bridge. They then built their present tannery
corner of Halsted Street on the North Branch. In 1856, C. F.
Grey retiring, the firm became Grey, Marshall & Co. , composed of
William L. Grey, James D. Marshall and Bruce Clark. In 1862,
Mr. Marshall retired; it then became Grey, Clark & Co. Five years
later Bruce Clark died, and was succeeded in the firm by John M.
Clark, his brother, who is still a member. In 1880, the firm of Ed
ward Engle & Bro., which had been in the leather trade here since
1862, dissolved and Edward Engle then became connected with the
present house of Grey, Clark & Engle, which organized as a stock
company under the incorporation laws of Illinois; William L. Grey,
president; Edward Engle, vice-president, and John M. Clark, seccretary and treasurer. They now operate two large tanneries in
this city, the annual output of which amounts to over $1,500,000
per annum. They also employ from three hundred to three hun
dred and fifty men.
William L. Grey was born at Buffalo, N. Y., in 1833. In
1850, he came to Chicago and engaged in the leather business. He
married Sarah D. Dellenbaugh, daughter of Samuel Dellenbaugh,
M D., of Buffalo, N. Y.; they have three children,—Jesse, Florence
and Walter C.
Edward Engle was born in Alsace, France, in 1836. In 1854,
he came to America and settled in Berks County, Penn., where he
remained for two years, and then went to Boston, Mass., and en
gaged in the leather business with William Quirin, as a member of
the firm of William Quirin & Co. In i860, they closed out their
interests and went to Ottawa, III., engaging in the same business
until 1862, when the firm dissolved. Mr. Engle then came to Chi
cago, and, with N. B. Bristol, formed the firm of Bristol & Engle.
In 1868, this firm dissolved, and Mr. Engle, in company with his
brother Augustus Engle, continued the leather business as the firm
of Edward Engle & Bro. In 1880, Augustus Engle retired from
the firm and the business was consolidated, by Edward Engle, with
the firm of Grey & Clark, forming the present house of Grey, Clark
& Engle. In 1871, Mr. Engle married Miss Julia H. Vette, of
Ottawa, 111. They have two children, —Cora A. and Edward V.
Augustus Engle was born in the province of Alsace, France,
on August I, 1841. He was brought up in one of the manufacturing
towns of that populous region, and, like most of the boys of that
time, served his apprenticeship at one of the factories. He learned
the leather business, and when eighteen years old decided to come
to America. He landed in Boston in 1859, and after spending
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some time in learning the American methods of the business, came
west to Ottawa, 111., in i860, and was employed as superintendent
for his brother, Edward Engle, and William Quirin, who were en
gaged in the leather business as the firm of William Quirin & Co.
In 1862, upon the dissolution of the firm, Mr. Engle accompanied
Mr. Quirin to Boston, and remained with him as superintendent
until 1866, when Mr. Engle came to Chicago and became superin
tendent for his brother, Edward Engle, who had, in 1862, come to
Chicago and formed a co-partnership with N. B. Bristol, in the
leather business, as the firm of Bristol & Engle. In 1868, this firm
dissolved, when Mr. Engle formed a co-partnership with his brother
Edward, under the firm name of E. Engle & Brother, and carried
on the business of manufacturing leather. They dissolved partner
ship in 1S80, and Augustus Engle withdrew from active business
life, having amassed a comfortable fortune, a portion of which he
has devoted to the erection of a large and beautiful residence on State
Street, near Lincoln Park. Mr. Engle was married on December
18, 1869, to Miss Charlotte Vette, daughter of John D. Vette, one
of the early settlers of Ottawa. They have one son Walter.
Nahum Gurlky was born in Oswego County, N. Y., on
August 5, 1840, and is a son of Daniel and Lydia (Rich) Gurley.
Daniel is a native of Rutland, Vt., and Lydia was born at Otsego,
New York, where she died in 1856. Daniel married again and
moved to Danville, III., where he still resides; he has been in the
lumber trade the greater part of his life. Nahum was educated at
the Academy in Mexico, N. Y. He came to Toledo, Ohio, and
took a situation as a clerk in a hide and leather store, where he re
mained for one year, and then moved to Jacksonville, 111., and
bought out a brother, who was engaged in the same occupation,
which he continued ten years. He then went to St. Louis, Mo.,
and carried on the business eight years. In September, 1880, he
came to Chicago, having formed a partnership with Henry Sayers
of St. Louis, which continued four years, when Mr. Gurley pur
chased Mr. Sayer's interest, and has since continued the business
alone at No. 65 Dearborn Avenue. In 1868, he married Miss Hester,
daughter of Dr. W. D. R. and Maria (Cartwright) Trotter; Maria
was a daughter of Rev. Peter Cartwright, the noted Methodist re
vivalist. Mr. Gurley is a member of the Masonic fraternity, being
a Knight Templar, having joined the order at Jacksonville.
John Miller, of the firm of Miller & Klein, was born on
January 30, 1845, at Eppsheim, Alsace, France ; he is the son of
George and Mary (Reitzenthaler) Miller. In 1846, the family tame
to the United States and located at Northfield, Cook Co., 111., on a
farm. John was educated in Northfield until he was nineteen years
of age, when he obtained money and went to Plainfield, DuPage
Co., 111., and attended the Northwestern College one year. At
twenty years of age, he came to Chicago, and in 1864, began work
for Grey, Marshall & Co., tanners, where he remained until 1871.
After the fire, he engaged in the hide business, and, in 1873,
formed a partnership with Martin C. Klein, in the hide brokerage
business. In 1S76, their company changed to a regular commission
handling of hides, pelts and furs. This is one of the heaviest hide
commission houses in the Northwest, averaging about one million
five hundred thousand dollars annually. In 1869, Mr. Miller mar
ried Miss Eliza, daughter of William and Abbie A. (Miller) Strausberger ; they have three children, — Estella, Ada and Maurice.
Mr, and Mrs. Miller belong to Professor Swing's Church.
Martin C. Klein, of the firm of Miller & Klein, was born in
Prussia, on the River Rhine, on April 16, 1828. He is the son of
Martin and Katharina (Burns) Klein. He was educated in the
schools of his native country and after his school days, engaged in
a hardware store, where he remained for three years. He then went
into a hotel and remained three years. In 1854, he came to
America, locating in Chicago, and worked for Grey, Marshall &
Co., tanners, where he remained for about eighteen and a half
years, under various changes of proprietors. In 1873, Mr. Klein
engaged in the hide commission business in company with John
Miller, in which they have since continued. In 1854, Mr. Klein
married Miss Angelina Barben, who was also a native of Prussia,
their wedding tour being a trip to this country. There were six
children by this marriage, two of whom are now living,—Fred B.
and Christina. Mrs. Klein died in 1863. and, in 1864, Mr. Klein
married Caroline, daughter of Nicholas and Katherina Niedcrkorn.
There are four children by this marriage,—John P., Nicholas C,
Mathias Joseph and Rosa Mary. The family are members of the
Catholic Church.
Furs.—The great fire of 1871 swept away nearly
every fur-dealing and fur-manufacturing establishment
in Chicago, but a revival and progress in the trade be
came manifest as soon as the city was re-built, until, in
1880, there were ten establishments engaged in the busi
ness of dressed furs. The census report of that year
gives the capital invested by the proprietors of these
places as amounting to $160,500, the number of em
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ployes as 139, the amount of wages paid $51,058, the
material used valued at $227,000, and the product as
$370,000. These figures are only partial as represent
ing the industry, as one year later a report of the trade
shows the dealings of the two firms engaged exclusively
in the exportation of raw skins and furs as amounting
to nearly one and one-half millions of dollars. In 1886,
there were two firms engaged in the tanning of raw
furs and in the manufacture of the same to order,—
Charles Glanz and M. J. F. Periolat & Co. There were
also three firms engaged exclusively in the fur business,
and of firms which handled furs, and manufactured to a
greater or less extent, eighteen representatives. Most
of the furs used come from North America, although
seal, sable, and numerous cheap furs, like the coney,
hare, Persian lamb and stone marten, are imported in
large quantities from Europe. During a period of six
years, the importations of dressed furs were as follows :
Year.

Quantities.

1879
1881
1882
1883
1884

46 cases
41 cases

Value.
$ 969
42,156
56,524
66,161
41,712
75,166

OO
OO
00
OO
00
OO

Duties.
$

169
8,608
"■415
13,813
8,664
15,101

20
65
95
40
5°
40

The total value of raw furs brought to Chicago
varies annually from a million to a million and a half of
dollars, about one-third of which are used here, the bal
ance being shipped in their natural state to other cities.
Clemens F. Periolat, furrier, was born at Chicago in 1841.
He was educated at the College of Notre Dame, near South Bend,
Ind., and in the schools of Chicago. His parents were French,
and his father in early days was in the employment of John Jacob
Astor, for whom he was accustomed to buy furs from the Indians,
who came to trade at this frontier post. Young Clemens, when a
boy, assisted his father in packing and sorting furs, and at that
time frequently trapped mink and other animals along the banks of
the Chicago River, at points between the present Clark and Lakestreet bridges. These associations with his father gave him a knowl
edge of peltries and the fur trade which has proved of great value
to him. After leaving his father's service, he was for a time em
ployed as a messenger for the Western Union Telegraph Company.
When he came of age, Mr. Periolat engaged in various enterprises
of greater or less magnitude, generally with success, but during all
the time, up to 1872, he had been dealing in raw furs. In that
year he embarked in the business of manufacturing furs, opening
at the same time his extensive retail store at Nos. 118-20 Wabash
Avenue. In addition to his domestic retail trade, Mr. Periolat is
engaged in a large export business to London, Paris, Leipzic, St.
Petersburg and other foreign cities, and in importing the fine furs of
Europe. Mr. Periolat was married in Chicago in September, 1861,
to Miss Mary Jane Frances Dunn of this city; they have three
sons, —James F., born in 1863; Albert L., born in 1S68, and George,
born in 1S73. During the very severe weather in February, 1S85,
Mr. Periolat conceived and executed an original project, which
served the double purpose of giving employment to needy men, and
serving as well as an advertisement for his business. At the foot
of Madison Street, on the Lake Front, might have been seen, any
time for a number of days, a large body of men busily at work
building up blocks of hard frozen snow and ice, making a unique
structure, —a sort of redoubt, with fantastic turrets at the corners,
the whole surmounted with stuffed deer, bear, otter, leopards, elks,
and other animals posed in as lifelike attitudes as possible, while
here and there on the side walls were placed antlers. F lights of
steps leading up enabled the curious to inspect the interior. It had
been Mr. Periolat's intention, had the severe cold continued, to have
modified the outlines, and made the tower even more picturesque,
by throwing jets of water over it and allowing it to freeze, thus
availing himself of the fantastic touches Jack F rost would give it.
This, the ensuing mild weather prevented. The oddity of the
structure attracted much attention, but, better than all, the six hun
dred dollars that the ice-fort cost, all went into the pockets of the
poor workmen to whom even one day's work during the hard win
ter was a God-send.
Joseph Ullman is an exporter and importer of furs, with
his place of business at Nos. 14-18 Market Street. This house

was established by him in 1854, at St. Paul, Minn., when dealing
in hides was his principal business and the handling of furs a
secondary consideration, and was so continued for several years.
Mr. Ullman so controlled that interest that he was called the
" King of the hide business." F'inding the sale of furs rapidly
increasing, he abandoned dealing in hides and devoted his attention
to the fur trade, disposing of much of his stock in Chicago through
an agent. In 1866, he opened his Chicago house, on Lake Street,
and two years later established a house in New York, and for
many years shipped to an agent in London, who sold his furs at
the regular sales. Soon learning that his furs were shipped to Leipsic, that being the largest fur market in the world, he went to that
city and opened a fur house for himself. Though meeting with fierce
opposition from the Leipsic merchants, he overcame all obstacles,
and now resides there. This is probably the largest fur house in
America, handling over three million dollars' worth of furs annually.
The house in St. Paul is managed by Isadore Rose : that in Chicago,
for a number of years, was under the management of S. Minchrod, but
latterly has been jointly controlled by Emanuel S. Ullman, a son of
the founder, and Mr. Minchrod; the New York house is managed by
another son, Samuel Ullman ; while the one in Leipsic is presided over
by Joseph Ullman, founder of the entire business, assisted by his
sonCharlesand Robert Meyer. Joseph Ullman is a native of Pfastadt,
near Mulhouse, Alsace, France, where he was born in 1825, and came
to thiscountry in 1851, landing in New Orleans. He lived for a time
in St. Louis, and then went to St. Paul and engaged in the hide and
fur business, which he has continued so prosperously since. He
has purchased considerable property in this city, owning, at one
time, the Michigan Avenue Hotel, which he sold to John B. Drake.
This building was burned in the July fire of 1S74. In 1854, he
married Amelia Solomon in St. Louis. By this marriage there are
seven children : Charles, married and living in Leipsic ; Samuel,
married and living in New York City; Emanuel S., residing in
Chicago ; Julia, wife of Max Loewenstein, an officer in the German
Army ; Sarah, Abraham and FUiza. The family have always be
longed to the Jewish congregation, of which they are honored
members.
Charles Glanz, furrier, of Nos. 110-12 Madison Street, was
born in 1832, at Wllrtemburg, Germany. He went to school there
until he was fourteen years of age, when he left for London, where
he was apprenticed for a term of three years to learn the trade of
a furrier. In 1849, he came to America, where he worked in New
York City as a journeyman until 1852. He then commenced busi
ness for himself, in that city, staying there until in 1864, when he
removed to Chicago. Here, he formed a co-partnership with his
brother, Louis Glanz, for the transaction of the fur business gen
erally, under the firm name of Glanz Brothers. During 186S, Peter
Hoffman, of Chicago, brother-in-law of Charles Glanz, was admit
ted to the firm, the new concern assuming the name of Glanz
Brothers & Hoffman. In the fire of 1871, the concern, then
located at No. 101 Lake Street, was burned out. In the following
year, Louis Glanz retired, and the remaining partners, taking
the firm name of Glanz & Hoffman, continued the business, near
the corner of West Madison and Union streets. F rom this location
they removed, in 1872, to No. 124 Fifth Avenue, staying there
until 1S74, when they again moved, this time to their present store,
on Madison Street. In 1874, Mr. Hoffman retired, and Charles
Glanz has since then conducted the business alone. On February
17, 1S84, he was burned out, losing his entire stock, which, how
ever, was well covered by insurance. This reverse in no waydeterred him, and he at once resumed business at the same place.
Mr. Glanz, by untiring industry, has, from small beginnings, built
up a large business in his line in Chicago. He carries on a large
wholesale export and import trade in all kinds of American and
European furs. He is also engaged in a retail business in skins of
all sorts, and he makes a specialty of made-up sealskin garments
for the retail trade. In 1854, Mr. Glanz was married to Miss Zelina Sayers, of London, England. She died in New York, in 1864,
leaving three children : F rederick, Julia and Helena.
Wool. —The growth of this branch of commerce in
this city has been gradual. It has been, however, uni
form, and Chicago, in 1885, occupied the position of
the third wool mart in the United States. The narrow
compass within which it is necessary to compress the
present review of the progress of the trade forbids more
more than a brief mention of the salient points of its
history.
The receipts of woo! in Chicago during 1854 were
only 751,838 pounds. Prices during the year were
unprecedentedly low, a fact which tended to check ship
ments, and resulted in the retaining of a large propor
tion of the year's clip in either first or second hands.
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This circumstance exerted a beneficial influence upon
prices, which were well maintained : and, in consequence,
the receipts of the following year were 1,369,039 pounds,
an increase of 617,201 pounds over the preceding year.
The shipments for 1855 exceeded the entire receipts
of the years 1854 and 1855, owing, no doubt, to the
large retention of stocks in second hands, as already
noticed. The variation in prices for the years 1852 to
1855 were as follows: 1852, 18 to 37 ; 1853, 38 to 45 ;
1854, 20 to 31 ; 1855, 22 to 38.
From 1855 to 1859, the trade in wool gradually de
creased. Not that wool-growing in the Northwest had
diminished, but that Eastern manufacturers (by whom
most of the clip was purchased) employed agents in the
country to purchase directly from growers, who either
sent to the nearest lake port for shipment, or forwarded
by railroads not touching at Chicago. As is shown in
the accompanying table, the receipts and shipments of
wool had fallen to 918,319 and 934,595 pounds, re
spectively, and the following year witnessed a still farther
falling off. The tables present in succinct form a state
ment of the fluctuations in the trade, as regards receipts,
shipments and prices. The reader will not fail to notice
the extraordinary, and somewhat abrupt, increase in re
ceipts and shipments in 1871 as compared with 1870. Two
facts may be mentioned in explanation. In the first place
it must be borne in mind that, while the figures there
given are taken from statements contained in the re
ports of the Board of Trade, no daily reports of current
business are made to that body or its officers, and, in
the absence of specific data, resort must be had to ap
proximation and estimates. In the second place, the
opening of many new " ranches " in the far West caused
an increase in shipments from the Pacific Slope.
The next noticeable comparative annual advance
occurred in 1874, and is to be accounted for by the fol
lowing circumstances : Old stocks had been nearly
exhausted before the new clip began to move. Woolen
goods were depressed, and it was believed that the
prices of new wool would be generally low. A high tariff
and high prices abroad, however, diverted foreign-grown
wool from this country. Hence, manufacturers had to
depend chiefly on the domestic clip, and the West was
invaded by Eastern buyers. The receipts at, and ship
ments from, Chicago, although largely in excess of
those of the previous year, would have been still
greater, had not many of these buyers purchased di
rectly from growers, thus diverting the wool of the
Northwest from its natural centre. The crop of the
year, however, was smaller than that of 1873, and Chi
cago merchants secured a fair proportion of the entire
volume of business. The following brief table presents
a comparative view of the production in eight Western
States (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Mis
souri, Ohio, Wisconsin) for 1873-74, together with im
portations at New York and Boston during the first
three-quarters of the years 1873-75, inclusive :
Product in 1S73
36,502,554 pounds.
Product in 1874
35,727,841 pounds.
Importations in 1872
81,849,556 pounds.
Importations in 1873
45,105,332 pounds.
Importations in 1874
33,097,453 pounds.
Another remarkable increase in the amount of the an
nual business done appears to have occurred in 1876,
which year presented some noteworthy features in the
trade's history. The season was a surprise. At the
opening of the year, the outlook was not encouraging.
Woolen goods were low and manufacturers were carry
ing heavy stocks. The latter, however, found relief
from the results of over-production by immense auc
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tion sales early in the spring, and commenced at once
buying the new clip, though at somewhat lower prices
than had prevailed during 1869. Some of the leading
Eastern factories secured a stock of raw material suf
ficient for two years. This movement on the part of
manufacturers was so sudden, that the speculative ele
ment cut a smaller figure than usual until toward the
middle of the season, and farmers, as a rule, sold too
early in the year to reap the full advantages of the situ
ation. The season closed with the West nearly cleared
of wool, the sales having embraced about 50,000 pounds
of old wool carried into the new year. A special feature
in the year's business was the increase in the receipts
of wool from Colorado, which was annually improving
in duality, with a corresponding appreciation in prices.
From 1876 until the close of 1885, the trade in wool
has presented no features of special interest. The vol
ume of trade during the latter year was slightly in ex
cess of that of the former, and the scope of territory
tributary to the Chicago market was considerably en
larged, there having been noteworthy additions to the
receipts from Montana, Texas and Utah. Three new
houses were opened in the city during the year and all
did an increased business, old stocks being well cleared
up before the new clip began to arrive. The specula
tive demand was considerable; large lines of wool were
handled by operators of this class; and at the close of
the year large quantities were so held.
Receipts by lake and
rail.

Year
1858
1859
i860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
186S
1S69
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1S79
isso
1881
1882
18S3
1884
1885

..
-..
..
..
..
.
--

..
..

Pounds.
1,053,626
918,319
859,248
1,184,208
1,523,571
2,831,194
4,304.388
7,639,749
12,200,640
11,218,999
12,956,415
8,923,663
14,751,089
27,026,621
28,181,500
34,486,858
45,018.519
49,476,091
57 099,828
45,652,830
43,428,403
48,890,549
40,195,696
45.343,953
36,690,900
40,433,104
42,009,301
48,169,795

Shipments.
Pounds.
1,038,674
934,595
839-269
1,360,617
2,101,514
3,435.967
7,554,379
9,923,069
12,391,933
11,293,717
13,101,162
8,273,924 ■
15,826,536
24,351,524
27,720,089
32,715,453
39.342,721
51,835,82a
61, 145,966
45,346,422
43,009,697
47,513.638
38,537.102
49,588,096
45,208,863
44,360,187
53,534,926
49,434,786

Range of prices.
Cents.
30 @ 34
40 @ 42
43 @ 47
22 (u! 27
45 (it 50
55 @ 62
64 @ios
45 @ 66
35 @ 5°
47 @ 5°
40 @ 51
35 @ 47
40 @ 53
63
45
27 @ 80
20 @ 65
25 @ 55
25 @ 55
18 @ 53
20 (a) 44
18 @ 44
16 @ 55
20 (a) 62
22 @ 50
18 @ 43
17 @ 4°
16 @ 38
11 @ 32

J. Sherman Hall was born in Litchfield County. Conn., on
March 12, 1836, and is a son of Ceorge E. and Julia A. (Sherman)
Hall. His father moved to Wisconsin in 1851, whence, in 1S59,
the family came to Illinois, and located on a farm in Jefferson.
After living there for live years they removed to Chicago. J. Sher
man Hall was educated in the common schools of Connecticut.
After leaving school, at sixteen years of age, he obtained a situa
tion in the wholesale store of A. T. Stewart & Co., of New York
City, where he remained for two years. He then went, with his
parents, to Wisconsin and was on a farm with his father for one
year, after which he again entered mercantile business, this time at
Richland City, Wis., as salesman. He remained a clerk but a few
months, when he bought out the concern, and continued it two
years. In May, 1856, he disposed of it and came to Chicago and
established a commission business in company with Monroe C.
Sherman, of Woodbury, Conn., under the firm name of Sherman &
Hall. Mr. Sherman died in 1S65. In 1863, William J. Pope be
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came a partner and the firm name was changed to Sherman, Hall
& Tope, and so continued until 1866, when J. W. Lybrand, of
Richland Center, Wis., came into the firm, and the name was
again changed to Sherman, Hall & Lybrand. In 1870, Mr. Hall
bought out his partners and carried on the business one year alone,
under the name of Sherman, Hall & Co. He then associated Na
than B. Cook, of Red Hank, N. J., with him and the firm then be
came Sherman, Hall & Cook, which continued until 1875, when
Mr. Cook sold his interest to Mr. Hall, who has since conducted the
business under the name of Sherman, Hall & Co. Mr. Hall was
one of the early members of the Board of Trade. His business
has been large since he first began—averaging from three to five
million dollars, annually, the first ten years. The fire of 1871 de
stroyed all of his property and he also suffered severely by the panic
of 1873; but, being determined to pay all debts and press energet
ically forward, he has kept in business where less resolute men
would have failed, and now has an excellent trade. He has been
largely identified with the domestic dried fruit trade, and for fifteen
years was the leader in the Northwest in this branch of business,
lie retired from this trade in 1SS4, and removed from the corner
of Michigan Avenue and South Water Street, where he had been
located since 1864, to the corner of Dearborn Avenue and Michigan
Street, the center of the wool trade. He is now doing a wool com
mission business exclusively. The handling of wool always formed
a large proportion of his business, he having handled as much, per
haps, as any house in that trade. In 1859, he married Miss Fran
ces E. Whitlock, of Chicago. They have had eight children, of
whom there are six living: Eugene S., Grace W., Harriet L.,
Frank W., Sada J. and Louis J. Mr. and Mrs. Hall are members
of the Union Park Congregational Church.
A. M. Lewis, senior member of the firm ot Lewis & Howard,
wool merchants, was born on February 28, 1828, at Madison, Madi
son Co., N. Y., and is the son of Charles and Sarah (Morton) Lewis.
He was educated in the common schools and Academy of his native
town. He remained at home, working on the farm, until he was
nineteen, when he learned the Daguerrean business, which he fol
lowed for about three years. He then engaged as clerk with the
firm of Lucas & Coe, who kept a general store and managed the
post-office in Madison, N. Y., remaining with them six years. In
the spring of 1856, he came West, and, after spending several
months in travelling over the Western country, he accepted the position of bookkeeper for Lull & Lewis, lumber dealers in this city,
commencing with them on March 1, 1857. The hard times, in the
summer and fall of 1857, necessitated a dissolution of the firm dur.
ing the first year of his employment, in consequence of which his
position as bookkeeper was necessarily vacated. Shortly after this
he formed a partnership with H. B. Lewis and B. H. Newell, and,
in March, 1858, this firm commenced business as dealers in hides,
pelts and wool under the firm name of Lewis, Newell & Co. This
continued some two years, when Mr. Newell withdrew, and the busi
ness was continued by H. B. & A. M. Lewis until 1863, when Wil
liam H. Brooks, Jr., was admitted into the firm, the name of which
was changed to Lewises & Brooks, and under this name transacted
a wool business almost exclusively until the spring of 1871, when
the firm dissolved. At that time, H. B. Lewis and Mr. Brooks re
tired from the business, and A. M. Lewis continued it alone until
after the fire of October, 1871, when A. B. Tuttle, of Utica, N.
Y., became his partner, under the firm name of Lewis & Tuttle.
In 1876, J. H. Howard was admitted as a silent partner, and so re
mained until the spring of 1880, when Mr. Lewis and Mr. Howard
bought out Mr. Tuttle's interest, and, under the firm name of Lewis &
Howard, they have continued the wool trade, in which they are still
(1885) engaged, at Nos. 184-86 Washington Street. As showing the
rapid growth and present magnitude of this branch of Chicago's trade,
Mr. Lewis said: "When I began the wool trade in Chicago in
1858, the annual receipts in this market were less than 100,000
pounds, while, in 1884 they were over 40,000,000, and during this
period, in consequence of War, panics and the fire of 1871, I have
seen the prices vary from 25c. to $1.10 a pound." In September,
1865, Mr. Lewis married Harriet F. Tolles, of Boston, Mass.,
daughter of Elisha and Harriet (Frisbie) Tolles, natives of Connecti
cut. They have two daughters,—Marian M. and Bertha T.
John Henry Howard is a member of the firm of Lewis &
Howard, wool dealers and commission merchants, Nos. 184-86
Washington Street. He was born at Lawrence, Mass., on June 17,
1849, and is a son of John B. and Eliza R. (Hayward) Howard.
Mr. Howard comes from a family noted for longevity; his grand
mother on the paternal side is now living (1885) at the age of one
hundred and two years; she is a direct descendant of General Put
nam of Revolutionary fame. The family are among the oldest set
tlers of Massachusetts, as the following inscription on a tablet in the
family burial lot at North Reading will show : "Jabez Hayward,
who died July 8, 1797, aged eighty-four years." One branch of
his descendants still writes the name in the old style, " Hayward."
John H. was educated in the High School at Lawrence, Mass., and
in Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass.; afterward taking a course in

the business college at Toughkeepsie, N. Y. His first work was in
the Methuen Woolen Mills. Mass., where he remained for three
years and acquired an extensive knowledge of the wool business.
On December 31, 1869, he arrived at Detroit, Mich., and worked
eight months for Holmes, Butler & Co., wool dealers. In Septem
ber, 1870, he came to Chicago, and soon engaged in the wool trade.
In 1871, he formed a partnership with James Walton, in the same
business, at No. 118 South Water Street ; the hre in October dur
ing that year dissolved the firm. In three days after the fire,
Mr. Howard again started in this business on West Lake Street;
he removed in a short time to a larger store on West Washington
Street, remaining there for one year. He then came to the corner
of Michigan Avenue and South Water Street, where he continued
until 1874, at which time he gave up business for himself and took
charge of the wool interests of Enos Brown & Co. (Bowen Brothers),
where he remained until February, 1S76, at which date he became
a partner in the firm of Lewis & Tuttle, the style of the firm re
maining Lewis & Tuttle until March 26, 1880, when Mr. Lewis and
himself purchased Mr. Tuttle's interest, and the firm name was
changed to Lewis & Howard. Edward B. Howard, the only brother
of John H. Howard, is also in the wool business with this firm. On
December 28, 1869, J. H. Howard married Lucinda A., daughter
of Ruel and Mehitabel (Kinder) Pray; they have four children,—
Hattie E., Mildred R., Henry B. and Edward C. Mr. Howard is a
member of Ashlar Lodge, No. 308, A.F. & A.M.
Thomas W. Hall, of the firm of T. W. Hall & Co., dealers
in wool, Nos. 176-80 Michigan Street, was born in Jefferson County.
Ohio, on July 12, 1818; he is a son of Joseph and Dilla (Moore)
Hall, who came to Ohio from Virginia in 1801, when Ohio was the
F"ar West. His father was a Methodist Episcopal clergymen for
sixty-one years, and was known as a man of great piety and zeal in
the cause of Christ. He died in Monroe, Wis., in i860, his wife
having died in Medina County, Ohio, in 1847. Thomas W. at
tended such schools as were known at that early day in Ohio. After
his school days he began selling goods and buying wool in Savan
nah, Ashland Co. O.. where he remained seven years. In 1847, he
moved to Madison, Wis., and continued the sale of groceries for two
years. In 1849, he went to California on foot with an ox-team, and
remained until 1854, selling goods and making considerable money.
In 1854, he returned to Greene County, Wis., and purchased two
fine farms, living on one of them six years, after which he came to
Chicago, and engaged in the wool trade with Jesse McAllister and
Jonas Livermore of Philadelphia, the firm name being McAllister,
Hall & Livermore, which continued two years, when they dissolved
by mutual consent. Soon after this, Mr. Hall went into partner
ship with B. F. Pixley and John Kinsey, the firm name being
Pixley, Hall & Kinsey until 1868, when two of Mr. Hall's sons
bought out Messrs. Pixley and Kinsey, and the firm became T. W.
Hall & Co. which was burned out by the fire of 1S71, they losing
fifty-two thousand dollars. T. W. Hall soon resumed business,
the older son going out of the company, and a younger brother,
Charles, coming into partnership with his father, still remains with
him. This is the third oldest wool house in the city, and is prob
ably the second largest house in the trade. They have handled about
one million five hundred thousand pounds of wool in the year 1884.
On April 16, 1839, Mr. Hall married Miss Catherine, daughter of
Adam and Elizabeth (Castle) Smith, who came to Ohio from Pennsyl
vania at an early day. Mr. and Mrs. Hall have had nine children,
seven of whom are yet living,—Elizabeth, wife of Major F. Q. Ball,
Chicago; Joseph G. (formerly a partner of his father), married and
in business for himself in this city; Hiram R. (also formerly a
partner of his father), married and living at Burlington, Wis. ; Kate,
Hattie, Charles and William. Mr. and Mrs. Hall are members of
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Hall is a regular attendant
of the People's (Dr. Thomas's) Church.
James Riei.lv, Jr., was born in Dublin, Ireland, on Decem
ber 24, 1837, and is a son of James and Margaret (Coyle) Riellv.
James was educated in Dublin, and worked at the trade of woolpulling three years, when he went into a dyeing establishment and
worked for six years. On September 2, 1854, he enlisted in the
British army and remained in service ten and a half years. He
went to Calcutta, and from there marched eighteen hundred miles
to Pashwaur, where the army commenced fighting the East Indiamen. He was in several severe battles, at the siege of Delhi,
Attec and Kibar Pass. He marched back to Calcutta, and there
took vessel for Hong Kong, visited Canton and Pekin, thence back
to Portsmouth, England, then to Dublin, and then again to Eng
land. He was discharged on January 2, 1865. In the same year
he came to New York, where he landed the day President Lincoln
was assassinated. He remained in New York two years, and then
returned to Dublin, and after one year came back to America,
locating in Brooklyn, where he remained until 1876, in the woolpulling business. In that year, he came to Chicago and continued
work at his trade. In 1S82, he commenced a co-operative partner
ship with John B. Murphy and others in the wool-pulling business,
and they are doing a large amount of work. The firm dissolved
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in 1S85, since which time Mr. Rielly has been in the wool-pulling
business for himself, at the corner of Noble and Division streets.
On July 23, 1863, he married Miss Ellen Dempsey. a native of
Ireland. There have been eight children by this marriage, seven
living,—James, Lizzie, Frances, Annie, John, Margaret and Agnes.
Mrs. Rielly died in Chicago, in 187S. The family are members of
the Catholic Church.
Richard Street was born on September 5, 1S25, in Bannockburn, Scotland ; he is a son of William and Lucy (Anderson)
Street, who were natives of Yorkshire, England. Richard was
educated in Scotland. Soon after completing his schooling, he
engaged in the manufacture of woolens, in and near his native
place, which he continued until 1855, when he came to the United
States. He passed through Chicago, en route for Grant County,
Wis., where he engaged in farming, and continued that business
for four years. He then engaged in the manufacture of woolens,
which he maintained until 1881, when he retired from that industry
and came to Chicago. After his arrival here, he went into partner
ship with his son. Robert R., in cotton and woolen mill supplies,
dyes and chemicals, and cotton and woolen yarns. They are doing
a heavy and extensive trade, reaching west to California and Ore
gon, and east to Pennsylvania, averaging about $400,000 annually.
In 1847. he married Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Robert and Helen
(I)ougal) Robertson, natives of Scotland, where Helen died.
Robert came to America, and died in Grant County, Wis., at the
advanced age of ninety years. There were ten children by the
above marriage, nine living,—William, married and living in Janesville, Wis.; Robert R., married, and living in Chicago; Helen D.;
John A., married and living at Lancaster, Wis.; Lucy A., wife of
W. G. Kendrick. of Waukesha, Wis.; Isabella J., wife of A. E.
McCortney, of Stillwater, Minn.; Richard W., married, and living in
Chicago; George W. is in the United States Navy, on board the flag
ship " Lancaster," of the European squadron: and Charles A. Mr,
Street and wife are members of the Centennial liaptist Church.
Mr. Street is a Knight Templar, and member of Utica Commandery, No 3, and is also a member of the Royal Arcanum.
Broom Corn.—The broom corn interest, considered
as a separate branch of commercial enterprise, had no
history in Chicago previous to the fire of 187 1. It
attained some importance as early as 1865, when the
veterans in that line, Judge Samuel Boyles and T. F.
Dunton, opened a market for its sale in this city. It was
not until after the fire, however, that the handling of
the commodity was made a specialty, and this business
has grown in magnitude and importance, until there are
now ten large dealers engaged in the trade in this city,
namely, Samuel Boyles, T. F. Dunton, John Fishleigh,
John M. Hubbard, \V. S. Hancock, J. L. Stranahan, A.
D. Ferry & Co., J. P. Gross & Co., W. L. Roseboom, and
H. F. Vehmeyer. In 187 1, broom corn was worth $110
a ton, and there were 6,500 tons sold in Chicago. In
1885, the price was $80 and the sales 12,200 tons.
The principal sources of supply for this market are
Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, and Illinois. The bulk of
the article shipped here is sent to Indiana, Ohio, the
Eastern and Middle States and Canada. Not over 1,200
tons are worked up in Chicago. The reports of the
shipments of broom corn and the receipts of the same
are very meagre, but a few items of interest have been
collated from such sources as are available and reliable.
In 1871, the shipments amounted to 963,850 pounds. In 1872,
the market was depressed, an overstocked supply and unrenumerative prices being the rule, the shipments being 3,807 bales, and the
exports by lake to Canada 777 bales, valued at $6,723. In 1S73,
the estimated value of seeds and broom corn shipped from Chicago
was $2,000,000, the shipments by lake 3,211 bales, and the exports
to Canada 1,720 bales, valued at $15,503. In 1874, the shipments
by lake were 488,640 pounds, the exports to Canada 228,065 pounds,
valued at $10,257. I" 1875, the estimated value of shipments of
seeds and broom corn was $3,200,000, the exports to Canada
41,730 pounds, valued at $3,341. In 1876, the estimated ship
ments of broom corn and seeds were $3,750,000, the exports to
Canada 2,206 pounds, with a light crop of the commodity in the
Western States. In 1877, the exports to Canada were 1,500
pounds, and the shipments by lake 4,128 bales; in 1878, the ship
ments by lake, 710,800 pounds ; in 1879, 5,385 bales; and in 1S80,
8,090 bales with 576 bales exported to Canada, valued at $9,268.
In 1881, the product was inferior on account of drouth, 10,406
tons being received, and the exports to Canada were 643 bales,
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valued at $13,377, the shipments by lake being 3,883 bales. In
1882, the exports to Canada were 222,392 pounds, value $15,770,
and the shipments by lake 5,867 bales, the total receipts of the year
being 9,384 tons, shipments 9,489 tons, and 111 tons shipped to
Canada, the choice corn coming from Missouri with a large crop.
In 1883, the receipts were 15,038 tons, the shipments were 3,504
bales, and, in 1884, the receipts by lake 2,586 bales. The receipts
for 1SS4 aggregated 11,423 tons, and, in 1885, 11,668 tons, the
shipments for 1S84 being 6,416 tons, and for 1885 they were 8,869
tons.
The interest is bulked, as to location, mainly in the
Nortli Division of the city, and is becoming an important
element in the world of commerce. The estimated
value of seeds and broom corn passing through Chicago
for nine years is as follows :
1875, $3,200,000 ; 1876, $3,750,000 , 1877, $4,250,000 ; 1878.
$3,Soo,oco ; 1879, $5,400,000 ; 1880, $6,200,000 ; 1881, $8,250,000;
1882, $9,358,000; and, in 1883, $9,260,000.
Thomas F. Dunton was born at Marlborough, Mass., on
October 1, 1S2S, and is a son of Thomas and Catharine (Gates)
Dunton. His father died at eighty-five and his mother at eighty
years of age, within ten days of each other. Their married life
affords an item of unusual interest in the fact that during sixty
years they were only once separated for twenty-four hours. Thomas
1*'. Dunton was educated at Gates Academy, at Marlborough, an
institution founded and endowed by his maternal grandfather. At
fourteen years of age, he bought his time from his father for $500, and
secured a situation in a boot and shoe manufactory, learning the trade
and receiving good wages. At twenty years of age he had paid his
father, to whom he bade good-bye and started for the West. Reach
ing Marietta, Ohio, he commenced the manufacture of boots and
shoes, and remained there about one year, when he moved the
factory to Chillicothe, and formed a partnership with Samuel Holyoke, which continued three years. They employed some fifty men
and did a large business. Mr. Holyoke sold out and William McDougall succeeded him as partner and remained in the firm for five
years, until the time of his death. Daniel Dustman then became,
and for three years continued, a partner. In i860, Mr. Dunton
sold out, came to Chicago, and opened a boot and shoe store, which *
he conducted for five years, and then disposed of it. In 1866, he be
gan furnishing broom makers with supplies, a business which his
ability and energy have built up until his annual sales now aggre
gate about one hundred thousand dollars. In his long business life
he has always met every financial obligation at its maturity, pay
ing dollar for dollar. In December, 1853, he married Miss Marie
Crosby, of Columbus, Ohio. They have had three children,—
Anna, wife of Bradford W. Ripley, a lumber merchant of this city;
Nellie and May.
William L. Roseboom, principal of the firm of W. L. Roseboom & Co., was born at Amsterdam, N. Y., on July 12, 1S42, and
is a son of Garrett and Catharine (Hutton) Roseboom. He was
educated in the common schools of his State, and reared on the
farm; after leaving which he took a situation in a broom factory,
where he remained five years. Soon afterward he came to Galesburg, III., as manufacturer's agent for the purchase of broom corn,
where he remained five years more. In the spring of 1876, he
came to Chicago and commenced the business he is now engaged
in, forming a partnership with Olof Hawkinson, of Galesburg, and
Wesley Birch of this city, formerly of Amsterdam, N. Y., which
lasted two years, when Mr. Roseboom purchased the interest of
Mr. Birch. In September, 1883, he bought out the interest of Mr.
Ilawkinson in the business, and has since continued it. In 1S71,
he married Miss Susan, daughter of Alfred and Margaret (I'eters)
Birch, natives of Amsterdam, New York, where Alfred died in De
cember, 1S74; Margaret still lives there. Alfred was a manufac
turer, and a leading church member in the Methodist Church. By
the above marriage there are three children, —Eva, John and Alfred.
Charles J. Stratton, of the firm of W. L. Roseboom & Co.,
was born in Chenango County, N. Y.. on February 12, 1844, and
is the son of A. G. and Caroline (Wilcox) Stratton. He was edu
cated in the common schools of New York, and reared on a farm.
In 1S69, he began the manufacture of brooms in Amsterdam,
Montgomery Co., N. Y., and remained at this business until 1881,
when lie came to Chicago and engaged as a working partner with
the above house. They have a handle factory at Alba, Mich.,
which turns oat about three car-loads of broom handles weekly.
In 1865, he married Miss Mary, daughter of Charles and Julia
(Simons) Kinney, natives of Chenango County, N. Y. They have
two children, —I). A. and Adelaide B.
Frank Rich was born at St. Charles, Canada East, on May
31, 1837, and is a son of Oliver and Ida Rich, who were also na
tives of Canada. He remained on a farm until he was twelve years
of age, when he and an oloer brother came to Massachusetts, and
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Frank went on a farm and worked for one year, and then learned
the trade of a broom maker. He came to Chicago in 1S54, and
soon after went to St. Charles, Kane Co., 111., and engaged in the
facwy of E. D. Ferry. He afterward worked for E. W. Warner,
of Chicago, and again returned and worked for Mr. Ferry. He
then we.it to Williamsville, N. V., and worked at his trade until
1862, wnen he enlisted in the 27th New York Battery, and served
until the close of the War, when he was honvably discharged, on
June 22, 1865, at Buffalo. He was in many severe battles, includ
ing those at Spottsylvania, the Wilderness, Cold Harbor and many
other engagements. After his discharge he went to work at his
trade, and remained one year in Buffalo. In 1867, he came to Chi
cago, worked several years at his trade, and also worked a number
of years in Indiana. In 1875, he began the manufacture of brooms
in Chicago, and has continued that business, with the addition, in
1884, of dealing in broom corn. In 1865, he married Miss Ma
tilda, daughter of Nelson l'auquette, a native of Canada. They
have two children, —Frank and George. In 1866, Mrs. Rich died,
and, in 1870, Mr. Rich married Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Patrick
and Elizabeth Murphy. By the latter marriage there have been
nine children, seven now living, — Ida, William, Harry, Clara,
Nellie, Lizzie and Gertrude.
Butter and Cheese.—Few persons realize how
large is the commerce of Chicago in dairy products.
The receipts and shipments at this market have steadily
increased for a long series of years, and both butter and
cheese are exported from this city to Europe, directly,
in very considerable quantities. In 1872. the butter
trade had assumed such proportions that monthly statis
tics of receipts and shipments were prepared under the
direction of the Board of Trade, in like manner as
other leading article of commerce. And, in 1873, the
secretary of that body, in his general review of the
year's business, deemed the subject of such importance
as to deserve the following comment:
" In the products of the dairy a very marked improvement has
been discernible, both in the volume of the business and in the
. character of the goods sent to market. Increased and more careful
attention to the manufacture of butter and cheese, in this and the
adjoining States, seems to be receiving its just recognition and re
ward. It is hoped and believed, that in a few years the Northwest
will become as noted for fine qualities of dairy products, as it has
been, in the not distant past, for its large production of the lowest
grades worthy the name of butter and cheese."
The organization, in 1872, of the Produce Exchange,
its membership being composed largely of dealers in the
minor agricultural products, proved a success and exert
ed a beneficial influence on the trade in dairy products.
The maufacture of butter and cheese in Illinois in
creased rapidly from 1873, and soon assumed large pro
portions, wliile, with the increase in production, came also
a vast improvement in the quality of these articles. Large
quantities of Illinois dairy products began to be exported
to Europe, and rapidly established a reputation abroad
which promised a liberal increase in that branch of agri
cultural industry.
The history of the trade from that date furnishes no
items of extraordinary interest. It presents a story of
constant and remarkable growth until 1885, which is
shown by the following tables. The reason for this dim
inution in the export trade is found in the successful
Canadian competition and in increased production in
Europe.
Reckipts and Shipments
to 1885,
of Butter
inclusive.
at Chicago, from 1872
Year.
1872
1873
1874
1875
I876
1877
I878

Receipts.
Pounds.

.- 14.574,777
22,283,765
28,743,606
-- 21,808,991
.. 33,941.573
-- 41,989,905
48,379,282

Shipments.
Pounds.

Year.

Receipts.
Pounds.

Shipments.
Pounds.

11,497,537
12,851,303
16,020, 190
19,249.081
34, 140,609
37,010,993
44,507.599

1879..
1880-1881..
1882.1883.
1884..
1885

54,623,223
07.337,044
66,270,785
66,954,015
75.333,082
83,410,144
92,275,988

51,262,1 51
59.970,601
56,109,762
59,927,879
76.554.1J02
90,600,379
96,816,686

Receipts and Shipments of Cheese at Chicago, from 1879
to 1885, inclusive.
Receipts.
Pounds.

Shipments.
Pounds.

32,590,519
43,664,790
46,033,OOO
45,151,000
47,596,000
39.477.OOO
41,443.755

28,016,178
35 389. 130
35.551,000
30,274,000
36,644,000
36,621,000
30,208,738

Year
1879
1882
1883
1884
1885

Direct Exhortations of Butter and Cheese from Chicago
to Europe, from 1873 to 1885.
Year.

1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1SS0
1881
1882
1883
1884
1S85

Butter, pounds. Cheese, pounds.

Butter
and
cheese,
packages.
12,249
7,533
55,425
66,910
87.574
227,286
192,656
347.468

2,774.027
648,238
2,214,366
3,226,977
1.749.255

14,195,737
9.825,533
11,095,564
8,209,987
4,736,697

140,000

P. MORAN & Co. are dealers in butter and cheese, the house
having been organized in 1857, and composed, at that time, of
Patrick Moran and Insley C. Dow, one of the well known manu
facturers of dairy products in the Western Reserve, Ohio. The
partnership remained in existence for some time, when Mr. Insley
withdrew and two of his sons took his interest, continuing the busi
ness until 1877, when their share was purchased by Mr. Moran. In
1877, A. E. Woodhull also became a partner, being succeeded, in
1878, by the sons of Mr. Moran, Edward P., William J., and
Robert H., forming the present firm, under the old firm name of P.
Moran ci Co. Patrick Moran, the senior member of the firm, came
West in 1856 in the interest of Mr. Dow, of Ohio, and passing
through Chicago became satisfied of its future greatness. Return
ing to Ohio, he told this to his friends, and they persuaded him to
establish a business in Chicago, in order to sell their products on
commission. Then commenced the development of the dairy in
terest of the West. In 1858, Mr. Moran, M. A. Devine and Isaac
Wanzer built factory "A" at Elgin, HI,, and commenced the manu
facture of cheese and butter, but, on account of their being western
products, it seemed impossible to sell these articles, and finally they
placed the goods upon the market on their merits and did not brand
them, when they found a ready sale, being taken in preference to
Western Reserve cheese or Orange County butter. They after
ward built factories "A" and " B," and then other factories sprung
up like mushrooms. Then followed in their lead Wisconsin, which
proved to be just the climate for curing cheese, and through the in
fluence of the Chicago parties, Sheboygan and vicinity became the
center of cheese-making. Iowa followed in the wake, but, on ac
count of the climate being unsuited to the curing of cheese, dairy
men of that State confined their labors to producing butter. Then
Minnesota also commenced the dairy interest, and latterly Ne
braska. The firm of P. Moran & Co. found that it was necessary
to increase the demand for these products, for they were receiving
about fifteen hundred cheese and five hundred tubs of butter daily,
so they opened a branch at New York City, and finally at Liverpool,
and commenced the export business. In this way they provided for
the surplus, and were the means of attracting buyers from London
and other cities, and at the present time there are eight buyers from
London and Scotland in Chicago, making it unnecessary for the
London branch to be maintained.
Patrick Moran was born in the west of Ireland in 1833, and is
the son of Patrick and Bridget (Quinn) Moran. He received a com
mon school education in his native land, and at the age of eighteen
left Ireland. His father was a farmer, and, in the year of the famine
in Ireland, seemed by intuition to foresee the blight of the potato
in that country, and at once set about the erection of a grist mill,
and did much to supply the wants of the poor suffering people, by
grinding the grists of grain that were dealt out to them, being sent
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from the United States. Patrick was the only son in a large family,
having eight living sisters. He came to New York City in 1S51,
and remained only a short time, when he went to Ohio, locating on
the Western Reserve, and commenced work for Mr. Dow (who was
afterward his partner in Chicago) for eight dollars a month. He
commenced business on a very small scale in Chicago, but, by strict
attention to its interests and great energy, he has succeeded in
building up a line business. He was an early member of the Board
of Trade in Chicago, when the membership cost only $5, and has
been a continual trader on 'change since. When the fire of 1871
swept off the business of South Water Street, it left him a ruined
man financially, being heavily in debt, but, to his credit it is said,
he paid every dollar of his indebtedness with interest until paid.
Mr. Moran was married in Pittsburgh, Penn., in 1855, to Miss Bar
bara McGuire; they have four sons, Edward P. .William J. and Robert
(active partners in the firm of P. Moran & Co.), and George I).
Artificial Butter.—The manufacture of artifi
cial butter has, for several years, exerted a disturbing
influence upon the butter market of Chicago, as upon
that of other cities. Two varieties of the product are
made here, butterine and oleomargarine. Probably few
consumers recognize the difference-—which is marked—
the two being confounded in the popular nomenclature.
Butterine is simply a compound of refined and neu
tralized lard, mixed with butter in certain proportions.
Oleomargarine is more or less a modification of a
process devised by an eminent French chemist, whose
method of procedure may be briefly described as fol
lows: Finely minced beef suet was mixed with carbon
ate of potash and fresh sheeps' stomachs, cut into small
fragments. Under the influence of heat, the pepsin in
the sheeps' stomachs separated the fat from the cellular
tissue; when cool, the fatty matter was removed, and
subjected to powerful hydraulic pressure, separating it
into stearine and oleomargarine. About ten pounds of
the latter product were mixed with four pints of milk
and three pints of water, and the whole churned to
gether. The resulting compound, when well washed,
resembled in appearance, taste and consistency, ordinary
butter. The product was approved, on dietetic grounds,
by French officials, who imposed upon its manufacture
and sale taxes identical with those levied upon natural
butter.
Strenuous efforts have been made, from time to
time, by dairymen and others, to secure legislation in
Illinois prohibiting both the manufacture and sale of
artificial butter, but they have not hitherto been crowned
with Success. There can be little doubt that the pro
duct, in some form, has a place upon the tables of many
Chicago families who would promptly exclude it from
the household dietary list, were they aware of its pres
ence. Its sale as natural butter, however, is to be attri
buted rather to retailers than manufacturers, who, as a
rule, sell their goods without pretence. It is impossible
to state, with absolute accuracy, either the number of
artificial butter manufacturers in the city, or the volume
of business. It may be said, however, that there are at
least ten establishments who are regarded as " leading,"
and that the trade is annually growing. From a care
ful comparison of obtainable data, it may be said that
the actual capital invested in the industry is between
$5,000,000 and $6,000,000, and that the sales, during
1885, did not fall far below $24,000,000.
G. W. Clark & Co.—This firm commenced the manufacture
of butterine in October, 1878, the company consisting of G. W.
Clark and John J. Murray. This was the first establishment of
the kind in the city, and the factory was located at that time at No.
226 State Street. It was with great difficulty that the firm could
introduce butterine, and the sales were small and confined to a few
grocers and to some of the restaurants. At the end of the first
year this partnership ended, and C. Y. Robison was taken into the
firm, Mr. Murray withdrawing, and the factory was moved to No.
177 Jackson Street, where the businfcss was continued through the
season. In the spring of 1879, it was changed to No. 69 Market
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Street, and there were made from three to five hundred pounds a
day. It was discovered at this time that the prejudices against the
butterine were giving way, and sales began to increase. The pres
ent firm of G. W. Clark & Co. then retired for the summer, and,
in October, 1879, Mr. Holmes was admitted into partnership.
They opened at No. 227 Fifth Avenue, where they had a capacity
of eighteen hundred pounds each day, and could sell every pound
they could make. They continued in that location until the spring
of 1880, and then moved to the basement of Squire's packinghouse,
where a leakage of ice-water, from above, not only drove them out
but damaged their works to a large amount. They took up their
quarters then at the corner of Jackson and Market streets, and
made there from two to four thousand pounds a day, remaining
until the spring of 1881, when they removed to No. 61 Market
Street, where they continued two years, up to the fall of 1883, when
Mr. Clark took into the firm J. H. Meister & Co., and moved to
Nos. 231-33 Michigan Street, where they occupy the six-story and
basement brick, having twenty-five thousand square feet of surface
and being able to turn out twenty thousand pounds of butterine
daily. They formed a new partnership at that time, under the style
of G. W. Clark & Co., composed of Mr. Clark, J. S. Meister,
and K. Hexter, which still continues.
George IV. Clark was born at Meadville, Erie Co., Penn., on
April 21, 1845, and is a son of Joel and Lucinda (Bliss) Clark.
He was educated at the public schools of Erie, and after completing
his studies was variously engaged as a clerk and a salesman,
remaining in Erie until 1864, when he enlisted in the Navy at
that point. He served on a steamer called " Silver Lake, No. 23,"
of the Mississippi Squadron, being appointed to a position as
purser's steward. When the War terminated, he was discharged
from service, being at that time on the steamer " Michigan." Re
turning to Erie, he remained in that city until 1878, when he came
to Chicago with the intention of engaging in the butterine business,
and concluded it would be a good point to commence the manufac
ture of a uniform article that would be a healthful substitute, buying
the first pound of lard for that purpose in October, 1878. Having
associated himself, previously, with Mr. Murray, who understood
the manufacture of butterine, they at once commenced, and have
continued in, the business up to the present time, having had the
satisfaction of accomplishing the success of an enterprise that less
resolute men would have years before relinquished as hopeless.
Mr. Clark was married in Philadelphia, Penn., in 1875, to Miss
Rebecca Stinson, and has four children: David A., George W.,
Edgar S. and Lillie.
Grocers, etc.—The condition of the grocery trade,
at the opening of 1871, may be described as fairly flour
ishing, as is shown by the following statement, which
approximates very closely to absolute accuracy :
No. of wholesale dealers
48
Retail dealers (about)
500
Capital invested
--$10,500,000
Total sales for 1870 (about)
53,000,000
Employes of wholesale grocers
500
Employes of retail grocers
1,300
A falling off of about fifteen percent, in prices from
1869 (mainly caused by the decline in the gold premium ),
naturally tended to reduce profits. On the other hand,
the increased consumption, resulting from the augment
ation of population and lowering of prices on foreign
goods, increased the volume of the retail grocery busi
ness nearly, or quite, fifty per cent., which, of course,
acted directly upon wholesale dealers. A noticeable
feature of the trade at this time, was the constant in
crease in direct importations of teas and coffees by Chi
cago merchants. Coffees were then selling at the same
prices as obtained in New York, Baltimore and New
Orleans, while teas from Japan were selling in this city
at prices from two to three cents a pound lower than
were paid for the same qualities in New York.
It is interesting to note the growth of the trade
within the five years following. In drawing a compar
ison, however, between the statement for 1871 and that
regarding 1875, it must be remembered that the former
figures relate to the entire volume of business, both
wholesale and retail, while the latter have reference only
to wholesale trade. In that, the capital invested at the
close of 1875, was $8,000,000; the sales for the year
aggregated $75,000,000, as against $70,000,000 in 1874,
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and $60,000,000 in 1873. Direct importations by Chi
cago merchants had continued to increase, the percentage
of increase in tea alone, within five years, reaching nearly
thirty per cent. The jobbing sales of this commodity,
during the year, reached 110,000 packages, as against
100,000 in 1874, of which from 25,000 to 30,000 were
imported by dealers in this city. It is also worthy of
remark, that the sales of Japan teas in Chicago slightly
exceeded those of any Eastern port of entry. Perhaps
one explanation of this circumstance is to be found in
the shortening of the distance (in time) between Yoko
hama and Chicago by the Pacific Railroad system.
The increase of fifteen to twenty per cent., above
mentioned, relates to the quantity of goods handled ;
the augmentation in their value was only between seven
and ten per cent., the disproportion being the result of
a reduction in prices. The number of jobbers was not
increased, but neither were there any failures in the
wholesale trade.
. Few fluctuations in prices occurred in 1876, and the
year was one of average prosperity. From seven to ten
per cent, increase occurred in the quantity of goods
sold, but no similar percentage of gain was noticeable
in the cash receipts for sales, which did not greatly ex
ceed $73,000,000. The capital invested remained about
the same ($8,000,000), the number of jobbers was not
increased, and but only two important failures occurred
during the year, both of which were attributable rather
to outside speculation than to depression in trade.
No fresh capital—or, rather, no additional capital—em
barked in the business during 1877, and the aggregate
sales were about the same as in 1876. Prices continued
to fall, and certain lines of staple goods sold lower than
at any time since i860.. A prolonged labor strike, be
ginning in July, seriously affected retailers and corre
spondingly influenced the wholesale trade. While no
especial change characterized the businessof 1878, either
in sales or capital, the year was noteworthy for the adop
tion of a more conservative policy on the part of deal
ers, in consequence of which, despite a falling market,
the business of the year was fairly profitable.
To trace the history of the grocery trade in Chicago,
year by year, would be merely to weary the reader by
repetition. It would be a bare recital of the multiplica
tion of small retail establishments, a growth accompa
nied by numerous failures, an account of uniform
shrinkage of values, and a story of comparative stagna
tion. The condition of the trade at the close of 1885,
may be briefly outlined as follows :
The year was, without doubt, the most disastrous in
in the history of the trade up to that time. It had been
generally supposed, at the opening of the year, that
prices could not fall lower, yet the decline in a majority
of goods during the twelve months following averaged
a little over nine per cent. For the first half of the
year, country buyers were very timorous and a partial
paralysis of business ensued, but the sales of the last
six months swelled the total volume of the year's busi
ness to about ninety-five per cent, of that of 1884, the
total tonnage being somewhat in excess of that of the
previous year. Sales by wholesale houses aggregated
about $33,000,000. These figures, however, include
sales made by Chicago dealers to parties at other points
without breaking bulk. The capital invested in the
wholesale and jobbing trade was about $6,000,000. An
exception to the general prostration should be noted in
the case of the tea trade. Tea merchants were, on the
whole, satisfied with the year's business, the demands
having been active and prices (especially of lower
grades) having generally tended upward. The annual

consumption of tea in the United States is about
100,000,000 pounds, fully half of which is sold by
Chicago dealers.
Among the most prominent of the large grocers of
this city may be cited : Franklin MacVeagh & Co. ;
Reid, Murdoch & Fischer; H. C. Durand & Co. ; Corbin, May & Co. ; Sprague, Warner & Co. ; McNeil &
Higgins , McKindley, Gilchrist & Co. ; Merriam, Col
lins & Co. ; John A. Tolman & Co. ; W. M. Hoyt
Co.; Henry Horner & Co.; Deane Bros. & Lincoln;
Gray, Burt & Kingman.
Samuel A. Tolman was bom at Camden, Me., on February
5, 1S35, and is the son of Daniel and Mary A. (Achorn) Tolman,
who were also natives of Maine. He was educated in the common
schools of Maine, and remained on a farm until he was eighteen
years of age, when he took the position of a civil engineer, for
which he had fitted himself. He continued his work for a time, and
then engaged in mercantile business, in Boston. He came to Chi
cago in 1S57, and engaged in the real-estate business, which he
continued until i860, when he entered into the fancy grocery and
tea trade with H. B. Pinkham, which business lasted about five
years, when they changed into the wholesale drug business, and
continued one year. He then bought out Mr. l'inkham, and took
in Frank Crosby and John A. King, continuing one year under the
firm name of Tolman, Crosby & Co. He then bought out Mr.
Crosby, and the firm name became Tolman & King, who were
burned out, at No. 35 South Water Street, in the fire of 1871, but
resumed again immediately, the first to resume business, in their
line, among the fire sufferers, starting a store on West Lake Street,
three hours after their establishment, at No. 35 South Water Street,
was burned. Among the first stores built in the burned district
was No. 51 Lake Street, where they moved before the building was
fairly completed. This business was carried on very successfully un
til 18S2, when Mr. Tolman, being in poor health, sold his interest
in the firm and has since remained in retirement. In i860, Mr.
Tolman married Bessie, daughter of William H and Clarissa
(Hall) Roberts, natives of Rollinsford, N. H. By this marriage
there is one child living,—Gracie A. Mr. Tolman, and his wife
and daughter are members of Immanuel Baptist Church.
Merriam, Collins & Co.—The house of which this is the
successor was founded in 1S65, by Whitaker, Harmon & Co., and
was composed of James A. Whitaker, Isaac N. Harmon, John
Messer and Franklin MacVeagh. The first place of business was
at No. 52 River Street, where but one store-room was occupied;
and the firm and its successors have remained in that vicinity to the
present time. The business was originally carried on in a much
smaller way than at present, and the changes in the personnel of
the firm have contributed to a continuous development of the trade
until it now has very large proportions. In 1S70, the co-partner
ship of Whitaker, Harmon & Co. expired by limitation; immediately
a new firm was organized under the name of Harmon, Messer &
Co. The individual members were Isaac N. Harmon, Johji Mes
ser, L. L. Scott and Isaac S. Collins. They continued business re
lations as a firm until the death of Colonel Messer on January 6, 1874.
The firm was then changed to Harmon, Merriam & Co., with Isaac
N. Harmon, Charles W. Merriam, Isaac S. Collins and G. W.
Dexter as partners. On January 1, 1885, Mr. Harmon withdrew,
and the remaining members continued the business under the name
and style of Merriam, Collins & Co., the title of the concern at the
present time. The business of the house is that of wholesale
dealers in groceries, flour and fish, and the premises occupied by
them are partly located on the original site of Whitaker. Harmon &
Co. The wholesale grocery occupies a building at Nos. 50-52
River Street, with a frontage of sixty-six feet and extending one
hundred and fifty feet to the river embankment. This is four stories
and basement in height, and is used exclusively for the grocery de
partment of the business. Adjoining this structure on the west is
a building sixty by one hundred feet, three stories in height, front
ing on River Street, which is devoted to the wholesale flour and
fish-packing departments.
The Porter Brothers Company was established in 1869,
under the firm name of Porter Brothers, and continued under that
name until January I, 1885, when it was made a joint-stock com
pany, under the laws of Illinois, with the following officers: W.
Porter, president; Nate R. Salsbury, vice-president; and James S.
Watson, secretary and treasurer. The capital stock was $250,000.
The business is wholesale dealing in fancy, foreign and California
fruits, and this firm shipped the first car-load of fruit from Cali
fornia ever brought to this city. Last year the firm packed, and
shipped from California for eastern markets, three hundred car-loads
of pears, prunes, plums, nectarines, apricots, quinces and grapes,
and is at present doing a business of about one million dollars
annually. F. C. Porter was connected with the firm until January
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I, 1885, when he retired from active participation on account of
poor health, but still remains a director of the company. He was
born on February 13, 1847, in Boone County, 111., and married
Miss Kate Evans, of Cincinnati, Ohio.
Washington Porter, president of the Porter Brothers Com
pany, was born in Boone County, 111., on October 26, 1844, and is
a son of Thomas W. and Charlotte (Lane) Porter, natives of Eng
land, who came to America about 1830, and located in New York,
engaging in mercantile pursuits. In 1838, Thomas W. came to
Illinois, and bought a farm in Boone County, where he lived until
his death, which occurred when he was seventy-nine years of age.
His wife died at the age of seventy-three. Washington was edu
cated in Boone County, and remained on the farm until he was
eighteen years of age, when he enlisted in Co. " B," 95th Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, and served as a private with General Grant in
the West. He was in many severe battles, such as Champion
Hills, the siege of Vicksburg, and was all through the Red River
expedition. He was wounded at the battle of Guntown, by a minie
ball through the shoulder, and went to a hospital for one month.
He . was then furloughed for sixty days, and after returning to
the field was placed on detached service at Memphis, where he
remained until his time expired. He was mustered out in May,
1865. Returning to Illinois he managed the home farm for three
years. The following winter he attended school at Belvidere, and
then bought a livery stable, running it for one year, and selling it
at a handsome profit. He then went West looking over the coun
try; returned and endeavored to start a colony to locate in Kansas.
The scheme failing, he became a conductor on a Pullman diningcar for one year. During this time, in 1869, himself and brother,
F. C. Porter, started a California fruit trade. Commencing with a
capital of only one hundred dollars, when he came out of the Army
in 1S65, they have continued the business and are now wealthy.
In the fall of 1867-68, the brothers built a cheese factory at Garden
Prairie, Boone County, which is still running. Washington Porter
has made heavy investments in real-estate, and now owns many of
the choicest and most desirable stores in the city. He is a member
of Masonic Lodge, No. 60, and Chapter, No. 90, of Belvidere.
Nate R. Salsbury, vice-president of the Porter Brothers Com
pany, was born at Freeport, 111., on April 6, 1855, and is a son of
Elias and Celestine (Rawson) Salsbury. His father was an attor
ney, and one of the pioneers of the State of Iowa, dying in Webster
City, in 1864. Nate R. received his education in the common
schools of Iowa, and obtained his first business experience in the
mercantile line, after which he became a travelling man. In 1874,
he came to Chicago and travelled for the fancy grocery house of C.
E. Webber & Co. for seven years, when he became a partner in the
house and so continued until January 1, 1885, when he formed his
present commercial connection. On July 14, 1881, he married
Miss Fannie, daughter of Lucius and Mary (Beers) Gibbs.
Elisha A. Robinson, Jr., is awholesale grocer at Nos. 235-39
South Water Street. This house was established in 1876, by Mr. Rob
inson, with H. C, John M. and Calvin Durand as partners. They
continued associated until 1881, when a dissolution took place and
Mr. Robinson has since been alone in business. II is sales average
about one million dollars annually. He keeps no travelling men,
and deals in general staple and fancy groceries, flour being a large
item in his trade, last year's sales being between thirty-five and
forty thousand barrels. Mr. Robinson was born at Narragansett,
R. I., on March 11, 1845, a son of Elisha R. and Mary (Hull)
Robinson, natives of Rhode Island. Mr. Robinson was a farmer,
and lived on a farm which the Robinsons came into possession of
in 1600, several generations having lived and died here. The land
had never been sold or deeded until a recent date, when Elisha A.
gave the first deed since the land was obtained from the Narragan
sett Indians. Mr. Robinson was educated in the public schools
and a seminary in his native State. He remained on the home
stead until 1865, when became to Chicago, and engaged with the
Uurands, where he remained for several years, and then went into
partnership with the firm. In 1873, he married Miss Abbie, daugh
ter of John R. and Martha (Lewis) Proud, of Rhode Island. They
have two children, —Annie P. and Mattie A. He is a member of
Oriental Lodge, No. 33, A.F. & A.M.
Albert A. Child was born at Pittsfield, Vt., on May 27,
1832, and is the son of Horace S. and Mary P. (Rice) Child, lie
attended the schools of his native place, and subsequently entered
Castleton (Vt.) Seminary, where he acquired a good academical
education. On the completion of his studies he spent six months
in New York City, and then went to St. Louis, Mo., where he
engaged in the wholesale grocery business, as clerk, with Leach &
Goodrich, for eight years. At the expiration of that time Mr. Child
embarked in business for himself, as a member of the firm of Good
rich, Willard & Co., for two years, and in September, 1861, came
to Chicago, and formed a new partnership, the firm being known as
Willard & Child, at No. 135 South Water Street, where a large
business was carried on for over five years. The firm next changed
to Child & Briggs, and was located at the corner of South Water
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and Wabash Avenue, where it remained three years. In 1867,
partnership was dissolved and Mr. Child embarked in the brokerage
business until 1878, when he went to Colorado, and engaged in the
mining and saw-mill business six years. He then returned to Chi
cago and entered the flour trade, in which he is engaged at the pres
ent time, with Henry W. Niedert's Sons, wholesale flour merchants.
Mr. Child was married at Nashua, N. H., to Miss Lucy F. Paige, on
September 6, 1859, and has three children, two sons and one daugh
ter. The eldest son, George Albert, is out West, engaged in mining
and in stock raising. Paige Leslie, the second son, is a clerk with
Phelps, Dodge & Palmer. Jessie M., the only daughter, is the wife
of John H. Bartlett, a mining engineer at Leadville, Colo.
Christian Jevne is an importer, wholesale and retail dealer
in groceries, teas, coffees, wines and fruits. This business he es
tablished in 1865, and during its successful continuance he has be
come one of the best known grocers in this city. He first located
at No. 4r East Kinzie Street, where he continued until 1869, and
then removed to Nos. 1-3 North Clark Street, where he remained
until the fire of 1871 destroyed his store and stock and swept away
almost all of his personal possessions. With the irrepressible spirit
of a Chicago business man, however, he resumed business on Halsted Street, between Randolph and Washington streets, where he
leased a lot and erected thereon a one-story building. He remained
there until the year 1874, when he removed to his old location
at Nos. 1-3 North Clark Street. In 1878, he removed to Nos.
110-12 Madison Street, at that time having two stores, one at the
corner of Market and Randolph streets, the stock from which
store he likewise moved to the store on Madison Street. In 1884,
Mr. Jevne had a second unpleasant experience with a conflagration
which destroyed the store fixtures and almost ruined the stock; dur
ing the re-building of the store, and immediately after the fire, he
occupied a store at Nos. 11-17 Madison Street. Promptly upon
the completion of the burned out building he re-occupied it, and now
has one of the largest and handsomest grocer)- houses in the city,
where he transacts one of the finest and most profitable businesses in
the West. Mr. Jevne was born in Norway, on September 13, 1839,
and is a son of Hans and Martha (Rommen) Jevne, who were also
natives of the land of Fiords. He attended both public and private
schools in his native country and there received a liberal education.
His entry into commercial life was at the early age of thirteen, in
Norway, as a clerk for his uncle, also taking a partial scholastic
course at the same time. He remained in that position eleven and
one-half years, becoming successively bookkeeper and then busi
ness manager for the house. In 1864, he came to the United States,
arriving at Detroit in the morning of the 4th of July and at Chicago
on the evening of the same day. His entry into business in this city
was as a clerk for the firm of Knowles Brothers, commencing ]uly
14, although his uncle, Otto Jevne, the well known fresco-painter,
was very desirous that he should go to work for him, instead of
which, however, Mr. Jevne worked for the firm, as above stated, in
order that he might have an opportunity of participating in active
business life and thereby secure an introduction to the achievement
of his ambition, which was that he might become a successful mer
chant. How well he has achieved his desire, his personal history
and the standing he occupies in the commercial community suffi
ciently testify. He remained with Knowles Brothers until May 1,
1865, when he formed a partnership with Henry Parker and estab
lished himself in the grocery business. 1 Ie continued with Mr. Parker
for about a year and a half, after which he purchased his partner's
interest, and has since maintained that business alone, under the
name of C. Jevne. In 1870, he married Clara, daughter of An
dreas and Nina Maria (Jevne) Kluge; they have three children,—
Henry Marquis, Alma Martha and Clara Caspara.
Granville S. Ingraham, for many years prominently identified
with the mercantile interests of Chicago, but now retired from active
business life, was born at Mayfield, Fulton Co., N. Y., on May 17,
1824, the son of Joshua and Philanda (Taylor) Ingraham. His
father was a tanner and currier and a farmer. He came from Eng
land and first settled in Rhode Island. In the history of Free
masonry in New York, the senior Ingraham became quite promi
nent, he having attained a very high position in the Order, and
being always heartily interested in the work. The Ingraham family
are heirs to the celebrated Leeds estate of England, and Mr. Ingra
ham was one of the claimants thereto. Mr. Ingraham's early edu
cation was received at Union Mills Academy, N. Y., and after
completing his studies there he engaged in the mercantile business
with his brother, but remained with him only a short time. At the
age of sixteen he went to Galloway, Saratoga C*., and took a posi
tion as clerk in a store, holding the same for four years. He then
went to New York City, where he took a similar situation in a large
establishment, and there continued until July, 1847. Having de
cided to engage in business on his own account, he went back to
Galloway where he opened a store. On July 14, 1847, shortly after
his return there, he was married to Miss Frances S. Foster, of
Galloway. Three years later, Mr. Ingraham sold out and located at
lirockett's Ridge, Fulton Co., and became a paper manufacturer.
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Two years later, the factory was destroyed, and the loss severely
crippled him financially. In 1856, Mr. Ingraham concluded to try
and regain his wealth in the West, and came to Chicago. He ac
cepted a position as travelling salesman for the wholesale grocery
house of Flanders, McKindley & Co , and at the end of two years,
when Mr. Flanders withdrew from the firm, Mr. Ingraham pur
chased an interest and became the company of McKindley & Co.
The name of the firm so remained for one year, when it was changed
1 to McKindley, Ingraham & Co. Between 1S60-68, the business of
the firm grew to gigantic proportions and their trade throughout the
Northwest was immense; but Mr. Ingraham, owing to his constant
hard work, had seriously impaired his health, and investing a large
share of his wealth in real-estate, he withdrew from active business
,and retired for rest and recuperation. When the firm of Corbin, May
;& Jones was organized, Mr. Ingraham became a special partner, fur• nishing a capital of ^0,000. Not long after the firm commenced
•.business the junior partner, Jones, was found to be a defaulter, and
Mr. Ingraham at once set about reorganizing the firm and its busi
ness. The title was changed to Ingraham, Corbin & May, and Mr.
Ingraham became once more actively engaged in business, which
continued successfully up to the time of the great fire of 1871. That
crisis called forth all the energiesof Mr. Ingraham and his partners,
and he commenced at once to re-build their destroyed property and
re-establish their grocery house. He opened temporary quarters in
his barn, near Elizabeth Street, until he completed the erection of a
wooden building. Immediately after the fire a new warehouse was
erected on Michigan Avenue and Lake Street, and there Mr. Ingra
ham remained actively identified with the wholesale grocery trade
until 187S, when he withdrew from active participation in the busi
ness of the house, although still retaining his financial interest.
The Commercial Hotel property came into his hands about that
time, owing to an unpaid indebtedness, and to it he directed his at
tention. The hotel was badly run down, but he, with the assistance
of competent managers, made a paying investment, as well as a popu
lar hotel. After spending four years of his life as a hotel man. Mr.
Ingraham relinquished the business, and, in April, 1884, disposed
of his large interest in the firm of Ingraham, Corbin & May, thus
withdrawing from all business connections. During his residence
in Chicago he has accumulated a large amount of real-estate, and to
this interest he devotes his attention. He is also a large stockholder
in the Klgin National Hank, and is heavily interested in gold and
silver mining property in Old Mexico and Colorado. He was one
of the first subscribers to, and is at present a stockholder of, the
Washington Park Driving Club. In politics he is an advocate of
democracy, but is not in any sense a politician. In the campaign
of 1884 he was an ardent supporter of the democratic candidates,
and presented one hundred marching suits to the Cleveland and Hen
dricks clubs of Hyde I'ark, of which organization he was president.
In 1874, his only son, Hiram Foster Ingraham, died. In him all
the loving affection and cherished hopes of his parents were cen
tered, and he had reached that age where the mantle of the father
was ready for the shoulders of the son. Bright, ambitious and
proud of the opportunities before him, he gave great promise, but
death came to him, and with it such sorrow as the loving mother
never rallied from, and which left a bereaved husband and father,
on January 1, 1S78. The following four years of his life Mr. In
graham passed in poor health. On December 12, 1882, he married
Miss Harriet A. Foster.
John Murray Wright, tea expert and manager of the tea
department of McNeil & Higgins, is a son of Winslow and Mary
L. Wright, and was born at Boston, Mass., on August 18, 1826.
He received a liberal education, and at the age of nineteen began
business life in the wholesale grocery trade with the firm of Winslow, Wright it Co., at Boston, of which firm he afterward became a
member, the style of the firm being changed to Winslow, Wright.
Co. & Son. In 1863, he came to Chicago and purchased the whole
sale grocery business of C. G. Wicker & Co., corner of Dearborn
and South Water streets, and formed a partnership with F. Taylor,
the firm being known as Taylor & Wright, which continued until
1872, when Mr. Taylor retired and Mr. Wright formed a new firm,
under the style of John M. Wright & Co., tea importers. This
firm continued until 1877, when Mr. Wright retired for several
years, subsequently being engaged by McNeil & Higgins to super
intend their tea department, which position he now occupies. Mr.
Wright comes from an old whig line of ancestry , and took an active
part in promoting the interests of the whig central committee,
having served for four years as an alderman of Boston, and was for
four years a directoT of public institutions of that city ; but joined
the democratic party upon the anathematizing of Daniel Webster by
his party. He was married in Boston, in 184S, to Miss Georgiana
Stearns, daughter of the late George Stearns. They have three
children, —Mary L., Winslow and Carrie M. He is a member of
the Masonic fraternity and honored by all who have known him
during his useful and busy life.
John W. Macfarlane, proprietor of the Chicago Tea Com

pany and the Formosa Tea Importing Company, has been identi
fied with the business all his life, as was his father before him. He
was born at Crieff, Scotland, on May 14, 1849, and was educated at
Glasgow. On graduating from school he entered his father's tea
house, where he gained his preliminary experience. He came to
America in 1870, and immediately located in Chicago. The great
fire of the following year created a field for the tea business, in
which he could start for himself with a comparatively small capital.
He opened a store on the West Side, under the name of the Chicago
Tea Company, and introduced the "tea check" system of giving
a present with each pound of the article, which has since been quite
popular. He made a success, and opened three additional stores in
the city, making four in all. three of which are known as the The
Chicago Tea Company, and all of which are doing a large busi
ness. Mr. Macfarlane was married here in December, 1874, to
Clara, daughter of Henry M. Godwin, one of Chicago's oldest res
idents. They have three children,—Henry J., Charlotte G.,and
Ralph Frederick. He is a member of the Douglas Club, a member
of All Souls' Unitarian Church, and a resident of Hyde I'ark.
W. H. Schimpferman, of the firm of Schimpferman & S«n,
was born in Brunswick, Germany, in January, 1822, and is a son of
I'aul Frederick and Flizabeth Schimpferman, natives of Germany.
He was educated in Germany, and after leaving school engaged in
the grocery commission business, which he followed until the spring
of 1842, when he came to the United States, locating at St. Louis,
where he remained two years, engaged in the fancy dry-goods busi
ness. From St. Louis he went to Peoria, 111., where he established
a fancy dry-goods house, flouring mill and distillery, which he carried
on about twenty years, and, having amassed a considerable fortune,
sold out his business and went to New York City,where he lived for
four years. A desire for speculation came upon him, however, and
he invested in a railroad enterprise, which soon stripped him of his
wealth. He then came to Chicago and opened a wholesale fancy
grocery, wine, liquor and cigar house, located on Lake Street,
where he remained until the fire of 1 871, in which he lost §60,000.
Immediately after the fire, he opened on West Madison Street, and, in
1873, he re-crossed the river and re-established himself on the South
Side. In 1853, he was married in Peoria, to Miss Flizabeth Brewer,
daughter of Sylvanus and Margaret (Baird) Thompson, natives of
New Hampshire. They came to Pennsylvania, where they lived
for a short time, and then moved to Peoria, where they died. Mr.
Schimpferman has had two sons and one daughter, —Herman (died
in 1880), Paul and Hattie.
LACHLAN MacLachlan is proprietor of the grocery store and
market at Nos. 104-6 Twenty-second Street, which was established,
in 1870, at Nos. 108-10 on the same street, under the firm name of
MacLachlan, Campbell & Co., continuing in business until 1878,
when J. B. Johnson succeeded them. For about three years, Mr.
MacLachlan was with the house of Johnson & Heywood, and, in
1SS1 he purchased the so-called palace market of J. D. L. Harvey,
at his present number, continuing the business in its old form and
adding a choice stock of imported and domestic groceries. He
was born in Sterling County, Scotland, on May 18, 1843, and is a
son of I.achlan and Jane (Miller) MacLachlan, natives of the same
place, who came to Chicago in 1867. Lachlan, Jr., was educated
in Scotland. He first became a hardware salesman for four years;
then, going to the north of Scotland, he continued his business for
two years; afterward going to Glasgow and learning the carpenter
and builder's trade, remaining there for four years. In 1865, he
came to Chicago, and was a contracting carpenter for ten years, the
firm being known as MacLachlan Brothers, and doing a very heavy
business. Lachlan then engaged in the grocery trade. His
brothers David and William arc with him in the business. In
February, 1874, he married Fredrika Cheilus, a native of Germany.
They have one child, — Frederick.
Hamlet C. Kidgvvay is a grocer at No. 404 State Street, and
established his business in 2877, locating at the corner of Fourth
Avenue and Harrison Street, where he remained two years and
then moved to his present location. He was born in London,
England, on April 29, 1856, and is a son of Henry M. and Eliza
beth (Mcintosh) Ridgway, natives of England. Mrs. Kidgway
was of Scottish descent. His father is a lithographer of prominence,
and lives in London. Hamlet C. was educated in Memphis, Tenn.,
and in Chicago; he also attended Mt. Vernon and Morgan Park
military academies for one year each, earning the money to pay his
wav by peddling papers. After his mother's death, he was sent to
a relative in this city, who placed him in the Christian Brothers'
School, where he remained about two years. He was with Kand &
McNally, as errand boy, for a time, and after this peddled papers
about four years. Having saved over three thousand dollars, he
concluded to visit England. After remaining one month in Eng
land, he came back to Chicago, and engaged in the grocery busi
ness with about two hunched dollars capital. He deposited the
balance of his money with the State-street Savings' Bank, and lost
every dollar of it. lie then established his present commercial en
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terprise, in which he has been very successful. In 1878, he married
May, daughter of Henry and Margaret (Ettling) Meinhard. They
have one child,—Hamlet C Jr.
Samuel Pieser is a grocer at No. 189 Twenty-second Street,
where he established his business in 1884. He was born in Chi
cago, on January 6, 1861, and is a son of Jacob and Rose (Samter)
Pieser, natives of Germany. His father was a wholesale flour
dealer for about twenty-five years in this city. Samuel was edu
cated in the public schools and at Bryant & Stratton's Commercial
College. He engaged in the wholesale flour trade for one year
with his father, when the latter died, and the firm became J.
Pieser's Sons for a short time, and then M. Pieser & Co., of which
firm he was for two years the manager. He was then with I.
Pieser & Co. one and a half years, at the end of which time he en
gaged in the flour business for himself, opening an office in the
Metropolitan Block. He continued in the flour business until 1884,
and then established his present enterprise. On October 25, 1882,
he married Matilda, daughter of Max and Hannah (Jones) Powell,
natives of Germany. By this marriage there is one child, —Grade
Augusta.
Daniel Morrison is a member of the firm of I). &. A. M.
Morrison, who conduct a grocery business at No. 3547 Wentworth
Avenue. This business was originally established in 1S70, by
John Thien, on the opposite side of the avenue. He there con
ducted it for two years, and, in the fall of 1872, its present pro
prietors purchased the good-will and stock in trade and continued
the business for three years, removing it, in 1876, to its present
location. Daniel was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on January 25,
1841, and is a son of Murdock and Elizabeth (Murry) Morrison.
They came to the United States in 1841, and located near Dundee,
in Kane County, where they purchased a farm and resided for
some years ; afterward moving to Dundee, and from thence to
Elgin, and subsequently to this city, where they died. Daniel
received his education in Elgin and Chicago, and commenced in
business as a painter, which he followed for three years, and then
clerked in different stores for five years; after which he became an
engineer on a railroad for eight years, and subsequently engaged
in his present business. In 1S80, he married Caroline Deircks.
Alexander M. Morrison was born at Dundee, Kane Co.,
111., on October 6, 1844. He was educated in Chicago and com
menced his commercial career as clerk in a dry-goods store, where
he remained for three years. He then became a railroad employe,
and followed that business for seven years, running a train as con
ductor much of the time. He afterward entered into partnership with
his brother Daniel, as has been stated. In September, 1880, he
married Alma Sidney, a native of Kankakee, 111.; they have two
children, Claude Alexander and Jennie E. Mr. Morrison belongs
to the Masonic fraternity, being a member of Dearborn Lodge, No.
310, A.F. & A.M.
Philip Maher is a grocer at the corner of Indiana Avenue
and Thirty-fifth Street. He established his business in 1874, and
does an excellent trade. He was born in County Tipperary, Ire
land, on April 9, 1S45, and is the son of Stephen and Margaret
(Stapleton) Maher, natives of the same county, who came to the
United States in 1S48. Mr. Maher was educated in Albany, N.Y.,
and commenced work as a clerk in a grocery, where he remained
six years, and then came to Chicago, and was with Stanton & Co.,
for ten years, in the fancy grocery trade. In 1S74, he began
business for himself, which he has since continued. In 1872, he
married Isabelle Conley, a native of Mt. Morris, N. Y. There are
eight children by this marriage : Stephen A., Isabella, Ellen, Allen
Philip, Edith May, Eddie, Philip and May. The family are mem
bers of the Roman Catholic Church.
Smith & Malam, wholesale and retail grocers at Nos. 250-52
Milwaukee Avenue, began business in 1863, at No. 542 Halsted
Street. The firm did business under the style of Smith & Brother,
and was composed of S. M. Smith and Thomas M. Smith; they
continued associated together until 1872. In 1866, they moved to
Milwaukee Avenue, where the business has since been continued.
In 1872, S. M. Smith went out of the firm, Edward Malam buying
his interest, and becoming an active partner ; and the firm has
since continued as Smith & Malam. They do a general grocery
business, which averages about $250,000 annually.
Thomas M. Smith was born in Liverpool, Lancashire, Eng
land, on September 29, 1834; he is a son of Samuel and Ann (Ma
lam) Smith, natives of Cheshire, England. His father was a farmer,
and died at the age of thirty-eight years, in Cheshire. His mother
died at fifty-two years of age. Thomas M. was educated at the
English National schools, after leaving which he learned the gro
cery trade in Liverpool, and engaged in business for himself in
Newcastle, Staffordshire, among the potteries, and was financially
successful. In i860, he sold out his interest, and came to the
United States. He travelled for about three years, and then located
in Chicago. In 1S05, he married Miss Sarah, adaughterof Thomas
and Jane (Medcalf) Kitchen, natives of Lancaster, England. Mrs.
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Smith is a member of the Congregational Church. Mr. Smith is a
member of Hesperia Lodge, No. 411, A.F. &A.M.
Ed-wani Malam, of the firm of Smith & Malam, was born in
Cheshire, England, on July 8, 1849; he is a son of John and Eliza
beth (Corns) Malam, natives of the above place. His father was a
farmer; he died in 1S55. His mother still lives at Cheshire, having
married James Bosley, who is steward for Lord Crewe, of Crewe
Hall, Cheshire, England. Edward was educated in his native
place, after which he followed farming until 1872, when he came
to Chicago, and formed his present co-partnership. In 1870, he
married Miss Margaret Bosley, native of Madelv, Staffordshire,
England. By the above marriage there are four children,— Edna,
William, Edward and James. Mr. Malam is a member of Hes
peria Lodge, No. 411, A.F. & A.M.
JosiAH Barnard was born at Wilmington, Windham Co., Vt.,
on July 4, 1S17, and is the son of Jonathan and Lucy (Miller) Bar
nard. His father was a farmer, and one of the first settlers of that
place. His paternal grandfather belonged to General Washington's
bodyguard throughout the Revolutionary War. Mr. Barnard was
educated at the schools of his native place, and at the age of twenty
went to Brattleboro' and engaged with J.D. Bradley (son of Ex-Gov
ernor Bradley) to study the legal profession. There he remained for
six years, and in the meantime taught school in the winter season,
for the purpose of acquiring means to prosecute the legal profession
to a successful issue. In 1843, Mr. Barnard abandoned the idea
of becoming a lawyer, and came West as a school teacher, with his
father, and slept on the back part of the barracks at old Fort Dear
born for four days. He subsequently went to Burlington, Iowa, and
embarked in the real-estate business, which he continued for a con
siderable time. Mr. Barnard next went to Henderson County, III.,
and taught school for six years. In 1857, he commenced the gen
eral merchandising business at Warren, 111., in which he continued
for seven years. In 1864, he married, at that place, Miss Johanna
S. Carter, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and has a family of six children,
—Aramentha, Emeline, EdwinC, Frank E., Estellaand Lizzie May.
After his marriage, Mr. Barnard moved from Henderson County,
111., to Bureau County, 111., and resumed the general merchandising
business. There he resided until 1872, when he came to Chicago,
and commenced the grocery business at No. 943 West Madison
Street and continued it for nine years; he then sold out his stock
and trade and retired from active life. He remembers the time
when the part of the country where he resided had no such conven
ience as a mill to grind corn, and the people were obliged to steep
it over night in water and next day to rub the softened parts on a
rough surface to pulverize them. Since then he has seen the won
derful machinery and extraordinary developments of every possible
description come into existence in this Great Republic. Mr. Barnard
is now the owner of a comfortable home, and has property worth
about $20,000. He has had many arduous trials to contend with,
but by honesty and perseverance has surmounted all difficulties.
M. B. Arnold inaugurated the business out of which the Mon
arch Pickle Company has grown, at No. 21 Market Street, in 1877;
but his quarters proving too limited he removed, in 1881, to his
present location, at No. 65 Market .Street. The present companywas incorporated as a joint-stock company in 1884, with a paid-up
capital of ten thousand dollars. Mr. Arnold nad been a silent
partner in the enterprise for four years prior to its incorporation.
The officers of the company are— M. B. Arnold, president and
treasurer, and Charles R. I.usby, secretary. The manufactures of
the company comprise, mainly, pickles, sauces and ketchups,
wherein they have a trade of about $100,000 per annum. Mr. Ar
nold was born in New York City, on September 14, 1842, and is a
son of Montgomery and Eliza (DuParcq) Arnold, natives of Scot
land and Ftance respectively. Montgomery was a grain merchant,
who came to America in 1S42, and located in New York City, where
he remained five years, and then moved to Cincinnati, where he
died. M. B. was educated in the schools of Cincinnati and at
Miami University. He followed the grain business several years,
coming to this city in 1864, after which he operated on the Board
of Trade for a number of years. He retired from the Board in
1877, and established his present business. In 1S63, he married
Miss Irene Wurmsur, a native of Hamilton, Ohio; they have two
children,—Edith M. and Leigh B. Mrs. Arnold died in April, 1875,
in this city.
Thomas Dougai. was born on June 7, 181 1, at West Calder,
some sixteen miles west of Edinburgh, Scotland. From boyhood
he has always been engaged in the manufacture of soap. When he
was twenty-one years of age he came to Montreal, Canada, and
landed at that place in 1832, when the cholera was making sad
havoc with the inhabitants. He soon after went to New York City
and worked as a journeyman for the firm of Colgate & Co. and for
other large firms there and in Albany. In 1837, he went to Mont
real again, and engaged in partnership with a friend, but sold out in
a short time. In 1848, he came to Chicago, and has occupied his
present place of business since 1853. He first located on "the
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Sands," at the foot of Illinois Street, where he remained for five
years. He then bought the ground on which his soap manufactory
is now located, Nos. 39 to 45 Cedar Street. Before the fire of 1871
his building was a three-story frame building, and after the confla
gration he erected a frame structure 66 x 75 feet in size. His busi
ness amounts to about $25,000 annually. Mr. Dougal was married

ber at present being eight. The business is confined in the
city, at this time, to four or five large establishments.
One of these deals in general merchandise, two in fur
niture, and one in boots and shoes. One of these houses
carries a stock of $250,000, and its sales run up to nearly
$2,000,000 a year. The sales
of two others amount to from
$400,000 to $500,000 per an
num each, the others to about
$200,000. Thus, while the
number of firms is less than for
merly, the amount of business
transacted is much larger. Offi
cial or court sales, foreclosures,
etc., are made by officers, for
which no auctioneer's license
is required.
Colonel John A. Elison, one
of Chicago's oldest, best known and
most popular auctioneers, was born at
Philadelphia, on December I, 1827,
and is the son of William and Maria
(Adams) Elison. William Elison was
for many years a manufacturer and '
wholesale dealer in boots and shoes,
and was one of the leading merchants
.,
of Philadelphia. After amassing a
« ft "C *^JP"
I competency he retired from business
a number of years before his death,—
which occurred in February, 1865,—
being succeeded in business by his
son John A., who continued it until
the commencement of the War of the
Rebellion. In the fall of 1861, he
went into the service as regimental
quartermaster, with the rank of first
lieutenant. After being in the field
one year, and at the battle of Cedar
Mountain, he was detailed as an aide
to the general commanding, and was
appointed captain and assistant quar
termaster. He was ordered by the
Secretary of War to build a convales
cent camp, near Washington, where
he expended millions of dollars for
the Government in the erection of this
hospital, with a capacity for twenty
thousand persons. He was employed
about eighteen months in erecting
and managing this hospital, and was
then promoted to the rank of colonel
and chief quartermaster of the De
partment of Washington. He served
there until ordered to Chicago as chief
quartermaster of the Northwest, with
headquarters at Chicago. He was
mustered out in December, 1865, the
Secretary of War refusing to accept
his resignation until the camps in the
Northwest were all closed and their
equipage, such as horses, mules,
ADAMS EXPRESS AND COMMERCIAL NATIONAL BA NK BUILDINGS,
wagons, harness, clothing, tents,
DEARBORN STREET.
cooking utensils, and everything per
taining to Army life, were sold.
in October, 1837, to Miss Klizabeth Cameron, near Salem, N, V. Colonel Elison disposed of millions of dollars worth of Government
Mrs. Dougal died in this city on January 21, 1878, leaving eleven property, selling at Camp Douglas, Chicago; at Camp Butler, Spring
children: Naomi, the wife of David Wylie, of Chicago; Mallion, field, 111 ; at Madison and Indianapolis, Ind.;and at Milwaukee,
Jane, Klizabeth, Margaret, Ellen. John, William, James, Robert and Madison and I'rairie du Chien, Wis. Twenty thousand mules and
Mabel. A son named David died in this city on June 30, 1884. horses were sold at the corral, corner Twenty-second and State
Mr. Dougal is a member of the St. Andrew's and Caledonian socie
streets, in this city. Colonel Elison having lived in our city so
ties. He has had his business destroyed by fire three different times long as a soldier, concluded to settle here as a civilian. He accord
and his losses have been very heavy, but he has always been able to ingly, having had so much experience as an auctioneer, engaged in
pay every dollar of his indebtedness.
that business on May 1, 1866, and has continued in it for nineteen
Auctioneers. —The names of six persons or firms years with marked success, winning many friends by his urbanity
strict integrity. On June 16, i860, he was married to Sarah
appear in the oldest directory of Chicago, printed in and
Black, daughter of John and Annie (Dallas) Black, natives of Phil
1839, as auctioneers. This number increased to four
adelphia. Mrs. Black was a sister of George M. Dallas, vice-pres
teen in 1855, to sixteen in i860, and to nineteen in 1870, ident of the United States under President Polk. Mr. and Mrs.
the greatest number appearing in any city directory. Elison have had seven children, six daughters and one son ; one
daughter only is now living. Colonel Elison is a member of the
Now. there are not as many auctioneers' places of busi
Masonic fraternity, belonging to a lodge, chapter and commandery
ness in Chicago as there were thirty years ago — the num
at Philadelphia, Penn.

HOTEL HISTORY.
Mercantile Agencies.—For the protection of commerce,
mercantile agencies were established in America early in the present
century, and among those which have stood in the front rank for
nearly half a century is that of Tappan, McKillop & Co. That firm
opened an office in Chicago away back in the " fifties," and it has
served its purpose faithfully to the great trade of this commercial cen
ter through all these years. In 1S02, William Baker purchased the
entire business, and has since been at the head of the enterprise,
personally supervising the management of the same. The two
departments—reporting and collecting—are under the direct superintendency of two competent gentlemen, anil through this longestablished institution comes a large share of the trade reports
furnished to the business houses of Chicago. With its branch offices
located in the principal cities of America and Europe, the Tappan
iv. McKillop Company has exceptionally fine facilities for securing
commercial reports accurately and promptly.
The Journal of Commerck, now in its forty-sixth volume,
was established by William Baker in 1S62. The business of the
city at that time was not sufficient to demand a trade journal of any
great size, but from its advent into the commercial world the Jour
nal of Commerce has steadily progressed, until it now ranks with
the best trade papers of America. Originally a large, unwieldy
" blanket sheet," the modern changes have wrought it into a hand
some, compact, splendidly printed and well edited sheet. It has
been published regularly every week since its foundation and finds
subscribers to the number of from ten to fifteen thousand in all
parts of America and Kurope. The Journal is essentially a com
plete trade exponent, devoting an earnest interest to the progress of
every industry and the development of every resource of our country.

HOTEL
The fire of 1871, although subjecting hotel proprie
tors to great immediate loss, really advanced the hotel
interest several years 'and caused the speedy execution
of already formed projects which, otherwise, would
have developed slowly. The era of progressive hotelkeeping had already dawned, and the year 1871 had
witnessed the adoption of many improvements in the
interior economy of the hotels, as well as the construc
tion of two new houses of note. The Grand Pacific and
Potter Palmer's hotels were destroyed, almost on the
eve of opening, and, added to the list of burned struct
ures embracing the Tremont, Sherman, Clifton and
others, some of which were never re-built), left the city
with only one real hotel building, the Gault House, in
the West Division. The Sherman House had not ceased
burning ere its proprietors were seeking new quarters ;
and by the second night after the conflagration they had
leased the Gault House, which was re-named the Sher
man House. Such of the destroyed hotels as could, se
cured temporary quarters in various portions of the city.
The Tremont found refuge in a row of residences,
hastily connected and re-arranged, on Michigan Avenue;
the Clifton leased a brick building on West Washington
Street ; the Briggs was re-opened on West Madison
Street ; and minor hotels were scattered over the South
and West divisions in such structures as could be trans
formed to accommodate them. Meantime, there was

no delay in re-building, although the work seemed slow
on account of the substantial and extensive character of
the new edifices. The Grand Pacific on the original
site and the Palmer in a new location (the latter on a scale
of magnificence and completeness unparalleled in West
ern hotel history) were long in course of construction,
S3
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William Bakt r, publisher of the Journal of Commerce and pro
prietor of the mercantile agency of the, Tappan & McKillop Compa
ny, of this city, is an Englishman by birth, but thoroughly American
ideas of progress and enterprise. Mr. Baker was born on a farm,
near the little village of Chippenham, England, on February 12,
1825. When eleven years of age he came to America, his family first
locating in Oswego County, N'. Y. They resided there for a few
years and then removed to Canada, where the son was educated in
a private school. At the age of eighteen, young Baker boldly en
tered into business on his own account, and from the first his various
ventures were eminently successful. He engaged in grain and pro
duce, and made his entire shipments to the European market. As
the business, which was first started in Sterling, Canada, developed
itself, it became apparent to Mr. Baker that a larger city, having
greater transportation facilities, would prove more beneficial to his
interests and accordingly he went to Cincinnati, where he remained
until 1 861, when he came to Chicago. Since that year, Mr. Baker
has been continuously a resident and business man of Chicago.
Mr. Baker was first married on February 12, 1850, to Miss Eliza
beth Could, at Kingston, Canada. They had four children, all of
whom are now living: Fannie S. (now Mrs. James S. Peironnet, of
Wheaton, III. ), William II , George B. (lawyer), and Emma Maria
(now Mrs. Edward Milliard, of Chicago). Mrs. Elizabeth Baker
died at Sterling, Canada, in July, i860. Mr. Baker was again mar
ried in July, 1862, to Miss Mary Swynburne Lyon, of Sterling,
Canada. Their children are I.inda M., Edward Lyon, Frank Nel
son and Mary Berenice Baker. Mr. Baker has been a member of
the Masonic order since he became of age and has taken every de
gree, receiving the lust degree at Belleville, Canada.

HISTORY.
On October 1, 1872, the Gardner House, on Michigan
Avenue, was finished, and was the first American hotel
opened in the burned district. Two months previously,
Kuhns's European Hotel (now Windsor), on Dearborn
Street, had been opened, being the first hotel opera
ted in the center of the city after the fire. The Grand
Central, on Market Street, and the Commercial, on Lake
Street, soon followed ; and, during 1873, the Clifton,
Tremont, Sherman, Pacific and Briggs were re-opened
at their old locations.
From the year last named, up to 1885, the activity
of the hotel interest in Chicago has been remarkable.
New enterprises have been planned and executed on a
scale hitherto undreamed of ; and although the aggre
gate capacity has been so greatly augmented, the hotels
of the city are still scarcely adequate to accommodate
the immense tide of travel which daily ebbs and flows
through Chicago. Probably no other city in the coun
try has, proportioned to its size, nearly the capacity for
entertaining transient guests, yet, on the occasion of any
special gathering every house is filled to overflowing.
At the time of the fire there were less than a dozen
standard hotels, their value not exceeding $3,000,000.
At the end of 1885, there were listed in this class over
twenty hotels, besides more than one hundred of minor
importance.
During the fourteen years since the great fire, the
record of accidents and fires in hotels has been a brief
one. The conflagration of 187 1, by giving a lesson in
carefulness, led to the construction of many fire-proof
hotels and the adoption of improved safeguards against
fire. In the time stated, only three hotels have been
destroyed, these being the Langham (formerly Burdick)
House, on Wabash Avenue, in 1885, and the St. James
and the Wabash, in the fire of July 14, 1874.
Sherman House.—This hotel was re-built on the original
site, being opened May 1, 1873, when the temporary Sherman
House, in the West Division, was abandoned. The new structure
was much more extensive and elegant than the one destroyed by
the fire, and the heirs of the Sherman estate spared no expense in
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any detail of solidity and convenience. It has stone fronts on Ran
dolph and Clark streets, and is seven stories in height ; has three
hundred rooms; and can accommodate five hundred guests. The
first lessee of the property after its completion was Charles Munson, who operated the hotel from May l, 1873, until the fall of the
same year, when the trustees and heirs of the estate took charge of
it temporarily. In 1S74, Bissell & Hulbert secured control. Since
the death of Mr. Bissell, in July, 1882, Mr. Hulbert has been sole

largest in Chicago. Potter Palmer, the founder of the house, be
gan re-building shortly after the lire, but, on account of the exten
sive character of the structure designed, it was slow of completion,
and was not opened to the public until late in the fall of 1873. The
building has three frontages, on State Street, Monroe Street and
Wabash Avenue respectively, covering in all 76,550 square feet of
ground. It is six stories in height, and, with additions made re
cently, has eight hundred and fifty rooms, and can accommodate
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proprietor. The property is now owned by J. Irving Pearce, who
purchased it, after many years of involved litigation, in July, 1S82.
Grand Pacific. —The Grand Pacific Hotel was just com
pleted on the site of the present structure (the block bounded by
Jackson, Quincy, LaSalle and Clark streets), when the fire of 1S71
entirely destroyed it. At that time it was regarded, in dimensions
and the proposed scope of its operations, as something mammoth,
and many believed the time had not arrived for a hotel of its mag
nitude, especially in its location. Undeterred by fire losses and
adverse opinions, however, the Pacific Hotel Company, indorsed
strongly by the Michigan Southern and Chicago, Uock Island &
Pacific railroad companies, began re-building immediately after the
fire, and the present structure was completed and opened as a hotel
in June, 1873, at a cost of one and a half millions of dollars. The
first lessees were Gage Bros. & Rice, who operated it until the fall
of 1874, when John B. Drake, its present proprietor, purchased
the lease and furniture, taking formal possession on January 1,
1S75. It has since enjoyed a high and profitable class of patron
age, sheltering some of the most eminent men of the age, and at
various times being the headquarters of leading political and com
mercial organizations. The Grand Pacific is the second largest
hotel in Chicago. It consists of six stories and basement. The
leasehold is valued at $600,000, and the cost of the furniture was
$360,000.
Palmer House.—The Palmer House was known anterior to
the fire as a model establishment, although it was a comparatively
small building, viewed by the present splendid hotel, which is the

one thousand guests. Mr. Palmer has operated the hotel since its
establishment. The cost of the property was over three and onehalf millions of dollars, which comprises one million as the value
of the ground, two millions as the cost of building, and half a
million for the furniture.
WlLI.IAM W. PHELPS, financial manager of the Palmer House,
has been more or less identified in business with Potter Palmer for
the past thirty years. He is a native of Schoharie County, N. V.,
where he was born on June 17, 1825. His father, George W.
Phelps, was one of the best known residents of the county. Mr.
Phelps was educated in the county in which he was born, and com
menced his business career as clerk in a country store, which po
sition he held for ten years. He came West and located in Chicago
in 1852, and, from that time to the winter of 1865, was employed
by, and interested with, Potter Palmer in the dry goods business.
In 1865, he bought the interest of the junior partner of Hollister
iV Wiggins, carpet merchants, which then became known as Hollis
ter & Phelps. On the death of his wife in 1S71, he retired from
business and went to Europe. Eight years later he assumed the
position of financial manager of the Palmer House, which he suc
cessfully fills at the present time. He was married in Albany
County, N, V., in the fall of 1866, to Miss Lydia Palmer, sister of
Potter Palmer. She died at her home in the fall of 1871. In the
fall of 1873, he was married in Walworth County, Wis., to Miss
Cornelia A., daughter of Alfred Hubberd, an old resident of that
county. Mr. Phelps is a director of the Millers' National Insur
ance Company, of Chicago.
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Tremont House.—The present building, and the fourth
structure of that name, was completed two years alter the lire, and
opened in 1873. The new hotel covers nearly 50,000 square feet
of ground, with a frontage of over five hundred feet, and is six
stories in height, with Amherst sandstone front, ornamented in the
French Renaissance style of architecture. The architect was J. M.
Van Osdel. The property belongs to the Couch estate, and was
leased by the heirs to Jewett Wilcox, who operated it for six years,
making way for its present proprietor, John A. Rice, who assumed
management in January, 1879.
John A. Rick is the third son of Anson and Lucy (Sherman)
Rice, and was born on February 22, 1S20, at Northboro', Mass.
Mr. Rice's father was a country trader, and the son's earliest years,
after a moderate education in the village school, were passed in the
country store, in the training and exercise that have given so many
successful business lives. Mr. Rice's first experience in the hotel
business was at the Clinton House, in Ithaca, N. V., which he en
tered in 1S50. When twenty-two years of age, he was called to the
Weddell House, of Cleveland. After remaining in that city for a
few years, he went for one season to the Mt. Vernon Hotel, the
largest at that time in the world, at Cape May, and then was with
General James 1,. Mitchell at the famous Congress Hall at Albany.
When the new Sherman House of this city opened in 1861. Mr.
Rice and Samuel Hawk, late of the Windsor, Xew York, were as
sociated, and they organized the handsome structure, throughout,
into a house which for ten years stood in the very foremost rank of
American hotels. His associates in the Sherman, after the with
drawal of Mr. Hawk, were Gage Brothers, and later on Charles C.
White came into the partnership. Ten years after the opening of
the Sherman House, the Grand Pacific Hotel was projected, and
the Sherman House patrons were drawn to it. Mr. Rice took hold
of the enterprise early, and the crowning perfections secured to the
Pacific were mainly due to his skill and knowledge of his calling.
Then came the lire, and swept away both the Pacific and Sherman.
The re-construction of the Grand Pacific made it handsomer and
costlier than before, and was built under Mr. Rice's guidance. The
opening of that famous house was among the foremost events of
the great re-building of Chicago, ' but it passed into other hands.
At about this time, the Centennial was in preparation at Philadel
phia, and among the features was the immense Globe Hotel of one
thousand rooms, designed to illustrate the immensity of the American
hotel system. Its projectors called on Mr. Rice as the best demon
strator of the art of keeping an hotel, and he forthwith took the
management. Among the visitors to the Globe in that year was
E. J. Baldwin, of San Krancisco, who urged Mr. Rice to visit h;s
city and organize and open his hotel, the Baldwin. After two
years in the management of that hotel, Mr Rice returned East, and,
when the Tremont was about to change hands, in 1879, he bought
out the entire interest. In the season of 1SS1, he took charge of
the great Rockaway Beach Hotel, which was the largest and most
notable hotel undertaking of the time. At the close of the season,
Mr. Rice returned to the Tremont, since which time he has re
mained therein. Mr. Rice for many years has had a mild penchant
for pet hobbies that were his relief and recreation, and when he
parted with his library, for nearly $50,000, it was proof that his pur
suit was judiciously followed. He had offered the collection to the
Chicago Historical Society at what it had cost him. about $30,000,
but the Society was unable to accept his generous offer. He now
devotes his attention to pictures, and has already formed quite
a gallery, which may in time become as noted as his library. Mr.
Rice was married at Aurora, Cayuga Co., N. Y., on November 1,
1855, to Miss Margaret Van Slycke Culver; they have three chil
dren, —Wallace de Groot, Margaret Sherman and Lewis Anson.
Mr. Rice is a member of the Chicago and Washington Park clubs,
and is always interested in such affairs as are material to the wel
fare of the city.
Hotel RICHELIEU. —When unlimited wealth, original ideas
and genuine artistic taste are combined upon one object, the result
is almost certain to reach, if it does not exceed, one's highest anti
cipations. It is such a combination that has produced for Chicago
the most extravagantly sumptuous hotel of its size in the world. H.
V. Bemis, whose name has become a synonym of enterprise and
progress to all Chicagoans, opened, in 1885, the Hotel Richelieu,
which, in its elegance and magnificence beggars description. The
hotel occupies Nos. 187-88 Michigan Boulevard, has a frontage of
sixty feet and extends back one hundred and eighty-five feet. The
building is in reality two distinct buildings, one front and one rear,
separated by a court fifty-four feet, by thirteen ftet, and bridged
by arched iron passage-ways connecting the hallways of each floor.
The object of this arrangement is to lessen the danger in case of
fire, guests being able to escape from one building to the other,
with case and safety. The front is built of handsome pressed
brick, and over the entrance is a statue of the famous Armand Jean
du Plessis, Cardinal de Richelieu. The statue is of white marble,
six feet and six inches high, from the chisel of Le June, the French
sculptor, and is an exceptionally line piece of work.
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The interior of this hotel is a revelation of the extent to which
decorative art can be carried. The entrance leads to a veritable
palace. The hallway has a marble wainscoting live feet high, in
casing large center pieces of onyx ; the walls are of Lincrusta-Walton and the ceiling of papier-mache. At the right is the grand
office ; to the left, the elegant cafe. The former is floored with
colored tiles and furnished with mahogany furniture upholstered in
leather. The cafe will seat two hundred people. The room is lined
with mirrors seven feet high, and the ornamental work is papiermache, with designs in bold relief. In a conspicuous corner in this
room is a magnificent marble group, " Columbus before Isabella,"
by Larkin G. Mead, costing more then $5,000. The balance of the
first floor of the hotel is devoted to parlors, private dining rooms,
and club rooms, all magnificent in furnishings and decorations.
The sideboard in the club room is decorated with thousands of dol
lars' worth of glass and china, collected by Mr. Bemis in his for
eign travels, and holds such relics as plates that the Krench Napo
leons have eaten from, inlaid sets brought from China a century
ago, and glasses that have done service on many an historic occa
sion. The main table, seated for twenty-five, has upon it a dinner
set valued at $2,500, and there are plates that cost $35 each. In
another room an eight-seat table holds a dinner service valued $r,=;oo.
In the ladies' ordinary, the same extravagance holds sway. In the
front pallor is a $1,500 piano, paintings worth many thousands of
dollars each, tables of glass, mantels of tiles, mammoth vases,
settees upholstered with the costliest of fabrics, and other appoint
ments equally rich and unique in quality and design. The bed
rooms, of which there are one hundred, are mostly in suites, and
are each decorated and furnished like a parlor.
The hallways throughout the building are beautifully decorated
in Lincrusta -Walton and papier-mache. A large section of each
hall is floored with glass, which admits light to all floors from
skylights in the roof. The court between the buildings is spanned
by a skylight, and the floor of the court has been made into a con
servatory and aviary, with tropical trees, flowers and birds. The
glass in the windows and doors is of odd fashion, with monogram
" H. V. B." and illustrating pictorial designs. The above is a
very brief description of this palatial hotel ami cafe.
The Richelieu Art Gallery is maintained in connection with this
magnificent caravansary, and is an unusual feature of a hotel.
During his extended travels in Europe, Mr. Bemis collected many
works of art, which aggregate an expenditure far in excess of a
hundred thousand dollars, and when constructing the Hotel Riche
lieu, he set aside an apartment, fifty by sixty feet, on the sixth floor,
to be used for the display of his collection. This room has the nec
essary skylights, is decorated with eight mirrors, each twelve feet
high by seven feet wide, anil the walls are of Lincrusta - Walton,
draped with maroon cloth. The paintings exhibited in this gallery
are mentioned in the chapter on Art.
H. V. Bemis has been conspicuous in a number of enter
prises, but no project has he undertaken which has so shown
his great energy and ability as the construction and operation
of this palace hotel. Five hundred thousand dollars have been
expended in the Richelieu, outside of the cost of grounds and build
ings. In all its appointments as an European hotel, it surpasses
anything in this country ; as a cafe, the Richelieu stands on a par
with the famous Delmonico as to its cuisine, and outstrips that
establishment in the elaborate decorations and furnishings. Mr.
Bemis has spent a fortune in this venture, but has associated his
name with the most magnificent enterprise of modern times.
The hotel was formally opened by Mr. Bemis in the summer of
1885, and he conducted it until the following December, when it
was leased to Messrs. Clair & Harte, of whom personal mention is
made below.
H. V. Bkmis was born at Center Almond, Allegany Co., N.
Y., on October 11, 1832. He is the son of a Baptist minister, and,
after the death of his father came West, when about eighteen years
old. After a few years in the commission business at Cleveland.
Ohio, he came to Chicago in 1859, and started in the brewing
business with C. E. Downer. They were very prosperous, and, in
1865, incorporated their business under the laws of Illinois, and
were known for many years as the Downer & Bemis Brewing Com
pany. Mr. Bemis continued the largest owner in the great establish
ment on Park Avenue until April 14, 1S84, when he sold out hisentire
interest to John I I. McAvoy and others, and severed his connection
with the brewing business. In 1SS1, he bought an interest in the
concern run by John Carden & Son, and became the president of the
Bemis & Carden Malting Company. Later, he bought the entire
plant, after selling a portion to his brother, D. L, Bemis and Charles
H. Curtis, and formed the present Bemis & Curtis Malting
Company, incorporated under the laws of Illinois. Of this latter
company he is president and treasurer; he is also special partner
in the grain commission house of Avery, Hillabrant & Company.
He became a member of the Board of Trade on May 10, 1859, and
still holds his original ticket (for which he paid $15), signed by J.
S. Kumsey, president, and Seth Catlin, secretary. There are few
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older members than Mr. Bemis, and certainly few who have had
larger legitimate dealings. He is a prominent turfman and has
owned many valuable horses. His interest in turf matters caused
him to loan money largely to the Chicago Driving l'ark Association,
and, when it became involved, he bought out all other interests and
became sole owner of the property. In 1S82, however, he sold it,
and relieved himself of its management. In 1S84, he bought the
Chicago Horseman, organized the Chicago Horseman newspaper

nected with the famous Stewart dry goods establishment and was one
of the most trusted employes of the proprietor. Mr. Stewart's con
fidence in Mr. Clair's executive ability was such that, in 1 S75 , he
turned over to him, under a lease, the management of the entire
chain of hotels, which included the Grand Union and Windsor
hotels at Saratoga Springs and the Metropolitan and Park Avenue
hotels of New York City. To enter upon the management of such
mammoth enterprises required a person possessing every charac-
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company with a paid-up capital of $50,000, and is now editor-in-chief
of the paper as well as president and treasurer of the company. On
October 27, i860., Mr. Bemis was married to Miss R. A. Arm
strong, of Lynchburg, Va. He is a member of the Iroquois Club.
Henry Clair is manager of the Richelieu Hotel, and, as a
partner of Gregory P. Harte, a lessee of the same. Mr. Clair wasa
protege of Alexander T. Stewart, the deceased millionaire, of New
York. During the greater part of his early life, Mr. Clair was con-

teristic of energy and determination. Mr. Clair continued in the
control of the hotels for over nine vears, and only reared at the end
of that time to become connected with the Richelieu of this city.
Gregory P. Harte, junior member of the firm of Clair &
Harte, lessees of the Richelieu Hotel, is a new resident of Chicago,
though not wholly unknown to the business men and capitalists
here. Prior to becoming identified with the Richelieu, Mr. Harte
resided on the Pacific coast. For the greater part of his life he has
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been associated with large capitalists, and for the past ten years
has been identified with the heavy interests of William T. Coleman,
one of California's wealthiest men. He served that gentleman in
confidential relations during that time, building the San Rafael
water works and superintending the greater part of the improve
ments in the beautiful town of Han Rafael. California, a place
where Mr. Coleman spent a large amount of money. The abilities
of Mr. Iiarte, as a financial manager, were long ago recognized by
eastern capitalists, and at one time he was importuned to locale in
this vicinity and handle the large and valuable business of one of
the wealthiest corporations of Chicago. He declined, but, in the fall
of 1SS5, he received a lease of the already famous Richelieu Motel,
and came here to make his home and become identified with Chi
cago and its interests. 1 1 is long experience in handling invest
ments and properties gives him a thorough knowledge of whatever
venture he may undertake, and having associated with himself one
of t He famous hotel men of America, the outcome of his enterprise
will be most successful.
The Clifton House.—Prior to the great fire, W. A. Jenkins
and Albert A. Holmes were proprietors of the Clifton House, and
when this hostelry went down, Mr. Jenkins secured the building
at the northwest corner of Washington and Halsted streets, and
opened it as a hotel, which he called The Clifton. He continued
in its management until the early part of 1873, when M. E. Vin
cent became proprietor, and so continued until the opening of the
new Clifton House. The latter was erected by W. A. Jenkins and
Ira Holmes, and completed in the latter part of 1073. ft stands at
the northwest corner of Wabash Avenue and Monroe Street, and has
a frontage on the former thoroughfare of eighty feet and extends
back about one hundred and eighty feet. It is six stories in height
above the basement, built of the finest brick, and cost $237,400.
The furniture cost $105,000. It has a total of two hundred and
twenty-five rooms, of which one hundred and seventy-live are de
voted to sleeping-rooms. It has an average capacity for five hundred
guests, but during a run has accommodated six hundred and twenty
people. Colonel Jenkins opened t'ne hotel in 1873, and continued
as manager until 1878, when he withdrew and Munger Bros, became
the lessees and managers. They remained in the house until 1S82,
when the property was purchased by Messrs. Woodcock & Loring,
and they assumed the management, the Munger llros. moving to
the Matteson House, which Woodcock it Loring had just vacated.
When the latter parties took the Clifton House, they gave it a thor
ough renovation and spent over S6o,o<>o in re-arranging and furn
ishing the interior. The Clifton has always been among the most
popular houses in the city, and under its present management is a
prosperous and well-paying property.
Malek A. Loring was born at Princeton, Mass., on October
8, 1842, and was brought up and attended school in his native town.
When he was twenty years old he went into the United States Navy
as sutler, and was in the service, on board the man-of-war " Cir.
cassian," of the West Gulf Squadron, for two years. In 1865,
upon returning to civil life, he went into the American House, at
Boston, taking a position as night clerk. Mr. Loring evinced decided
ability, and within three months he was made day clerk ; a short
time later he was promoted to second clerk, and within a year be
came chief clerk of that well known hotel. On January 2, 1868,
he arrived in Chicago and took the position of day clerk in the old
Matteson House, then owned by Robert Hill and managed by John
L. Woodcock. At the time of the great fire, Mr. Loring was chief
clerk, and when the Matteson was swept out of existence he took
the chief clerkship of the Grand Central Hotel, on Michigan
Avenue, which had been improvised as a hotel out of four or five
residences, lie remained there until the new Matteson House was
completed by Mr. Hill, and then returned to his old position on the
day of the opening, February 3, 1873. On May 1, 1875, in accord
ance with the promises made by Air. Hill previous to the lire,
Messrs. Woodcock & Loring were made partners in the business,
and the style of the firm became Robert Hill & Co. In 1876, owing
to Mr. Hill s failing health, he withdrew from active participation
in the management, and, in 1877, when the death of that gentle
man occurred, the firm name was changed to Woodcock & Loring.
Mr. Loring was married on September 11, 1883, to Mrs. Mattie
Balch, of New York. They have one daughter, Mildred. Mr.
Loring belongs to the Masonic order and is a member of the
Washington Park Club.
Matteson House. —This hotel is one of the few in the city
that was not re-built on the original site. It was among the first
completed after the fire, being finished late in 1872, and opened,
under the same old name, on February 3, 1873. The owner was
Robert Hill, who operated it for one year, when he took in as
partners John L. Woodcock and Malek Loring, the hotel man
agement "being known as Robert Hill & Co. On March 4, 1878,
upon the death of Mr. Hill, the surviving partners secured control,
and remained in charge until January I, 1882, when the hotel was
closed for repairs during seven months. It was then re-opened by
Munger Brothers, its present proprietors. The hotel is six stories in
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height, containing one hundred and seventy.five rooms. Recently
the property has been sold to Carrie L Munn, of this city.
The Briggs House. — When the great fire destroyed this
hotel, its proprietors, Wentworth & Woolworth, opened the West
Side Briggs House. Immediately after the great conflagration,
Mr. Moss commenced the erection of the present Briggs House,
which stands on the old site, at the corner of Randolph Street and
Fifth Avenue. The building has a frontage on the former throughfare of 80 feet and extends back on Fifth Avenue, 144 feet. It is
six stories in height, built of handsome red brick with stone facings.
The rotunda, office, reading-room, billiard and bar rooms and bar
ber-shop are situated on the main floor. The dining-room, 40X 75
in size, and the parlors and reception-rooms, are located on the
second floor. The other upper stories are devoted to guests'
rooms, of which the Briggs has about one hundred and sixty-five.
There are accommodations for nearly three hundred guests. The
building cost about $190,000 and the furniture $75,000. It was
opened in 1S73, by Rickords & Huntoon, who managed it for
about a year and a half, when they failed. For the following six
months, the Briggs was closed, and then re-opened by John H.
Cumruings, who managed it till the spring of 1881, when he sold
out to the present proprietor, Frank Upman.
Frank UpMAN was Dorn at Milwaukee, Wis., on January 20,
1S52. His parents went to Minnesota two years later, where they
remained till lS62, thence coming to this city. Shortly after the
arrival heie, Frank went to work as a bell-boy in the old Tremont
House, staying there two years. In 1S64, his father, I). Upman,
opened a small hotel, called the Central House, at Nos. 180-82
Randolph Street, and Frank went with his father, remaining there
for four years, at the end of which time his father removed to
Chattanooga, Tenn., and opened the Burns House, and for the
following six years Frank Upman was the chief clerk. In 1874,
the senior Upman sold out his interests in the South, went to
St. Paul, and bought out the Gruber House. There, the son was
installed as manager and chief clerk, and so remained until 1879,
when his father relired from business. He then opened Upman's
Hotel on Third Street, in St. Paul, and continued in that quite
successfully for the following two years. In the spring of 1 881 ,
he came to Chicago, after disposing of his interests in St. Paul, and
bought the Briggs House. Mr. Upman's long experience has well
fitted him for the duties of hotel-keeper, and since his opening in
Chicago has built up a splendid reputation for his house and
consequently a large business. In the spring of 1885, he spent
$25,000 in altering and improving the hotel. Mr. Upman was
married on February 10, 1S79, at St. Paul, to Miss Kate Campbell,
of Ottumwa, Iowa.
Commercial Hotel.—The Commercial Hotel was established
in 1872, in a part of the structure that now bears that name. In
that year the Couch estate. William II. Ward, trustee, erected a
five-story and basement stone-front building at the northwest cor
ner of Dearborn and Lake streets, for the American Express
Company. This corporation refused to take the building after
completion, and Messrs. High & Magie, owning the west adjoining
sixty feet, uniting with the Couch estate, added the r four-story
buildings to the corner structure. Howell Pulling and Hiram F.
Ingraham leased it as a hotel, opening the structure in 1872. Mr.
Ingraham died in 1874, and his father, Granville S. Ingraham, as
sumed his interest, in 1876, securing entire control of the house.
In November, 1880, C. W. Dabb, formerly of the Palmer House,
became a partner in the enterprise, and. in 1S84, organized the linn
of C. W. Dabb & Co., as proprietors, he acting as manager. The
hotel can accommodate five hundred guests, and has had as many as
seven hundred and three in one day. It contains two hundred and
seventy rooms.
The Leland Hotel was formerly known as the Gardner
House. The building was erected shortly after the fire of 1S71. by
Horatio H. Gardner, now treasurer of the Gardner & Spry Lumber
Company, and cost, including the ground, about $6011,000. It was
opened in October, 1872, by Mr. Gardner and Frederick Gould.
They continued in the management until about 1875, when Captain
Albert E. Goodrich became proprietor. Then followed changes,
occurring annually, as follows: In 1876-77, Charles H. Gaubert
was proprietor; 1S77-7S. Luther B. Brady; 187S-79, J. D. Marlon;
in the latter part of 1879, Jewett Wilcox became manager ; and, in
1880, George B. Horton was superintendent. At this time the
property had run down, and as a hotel it was not first-class. In
the early part of 1881, Warren F. Leland, late of the Delavan
House, Albany, N. Y., came to Chicago, and purchased the Gard
ner House for $220,000. He has spent an additional $130,000 in
re-arranging and perfecting the hotel, and has made it one of the
most handsome buildings in Chicago. It is an imposing brickstructure, six stories high above the basement, and is massive and
solid in appearance. It is essentially fire-proof, and the main
fronts are provided with iron balconies and fire-escapes, accessible
from hallways, which afford easy mediums of escape incase of fire.
The building contains two hundred and sixteen rooms, and under
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its new manager has become one the most popular hotels in the and is owned by Mr. Peabody, of the firm of Gallup c\: Peabody.
It was built in 1872, and added to the hotel two years later. 'The
Western country.
Warren F. Leland was born at Land's (irove, Vt., on June Windsor has one hundred and forty-two rooms for guests. The
1. 1845. He is a descendant from the family that has become hotel was given its present name in 1878.
noted all over America as famous hotel-keepers. The Lelands
Burke's European Hotel.— This hotel was built the year
were formerly from Vermont, and Warren's grandfather, Aaron after the fire, by its present owner, M. Burke, who had been en
Leland, was a Baptist preacher. He was the first to operate a gaged in the same business previous to 1871. For seven years,
through line of stages over the Green Mountains, and, about 1S10, Mr. liurke operated the house, which gained a wide reputation
opened the Green Mountain Coffee House. Aaron Leland had six among travelling men, and won a fortune for its founder. In 1879,
sons,—Lewis, Aaron, Jr., Simeon. William, Warren and Charles. William McCoy took charge of the establishment, and the same
The last four became, and are now, noted as successful hotel-keep
success attended his labors, five years' business enabling him to
retire with sufficient means to build a hotel of his own. In No
ers. Aaron I.eland, Jr., was the father of Warren
and he ulti
mately located near Newberry, Ohio, and engaged in stock-raising. vember, 1884, the present proprietors, William M. Bent &Co.,
The other sons of Aaron Leland were—John, who died at an early came into possession, with Charles H. Wilson as manager, the firm
age; Lewis, now of the Sturtevant at New York; Horace of the Stur- comprising William M. Bent and Clemens Brinkmann. The
tevant and the Leland at Springfield, HI.; George, formerly of the building is four and five stories in height, has sixty-one rooms, and
Sturtevant, who died in 1883; Jerome, formerly of the Ocean Hotel a restaurant attached which accommodates three thousand people
at Long Branch and the Columbian at Saratoga, who died in April, daily. From 1879 until 1884, the hotel was known as McCoy's
1SS4; and Charles E., of the Delavan House and the Clarendon. European Hotel, but in the latter year was given its original name.
McCoy's European Hotel. —William McCoy, proprietor of
The four uncles of Warren K. Leland are now proprietors of the
Ocean Hotel at Long Branch, the Grand Union at Saratoga, and McCoy's European Hotel, is a native of Ireland, and was born on
the Eutaw at Baltimore. In 1852, these four uncles were propri
September 24, 1846. His parents resided there until the year 1S51,
etors of the Metropolitan Hotel at New York, and Warren, then and then emigrated to America, locating in the city of Rochester,
fifteen years old, went thither and commenced to learn the business. N. Y, There, William was brought up and given a common
He went to work in the store-roorr. first, and was gradually promo
school education, and when he was seventeen years old he enlisted
ted until iSf)6, when he held the position of room-clerk. In that in Co. " G," of the 14th New York Volunteers, and wtentin to active
year, he and his brother Horace went to Springfield, 111., and service. He was thus engaged for three years, participating in the
opened the Leland Hotel. He remained there till May, 1867, battles in which the Army of the Potomac was employed, and pass
when he returned East, and took the position of chief office man ing through and serving a lengthy term in Libby prison. After
with his brothels Charles E. and Lewis, who then managed the ward he received an honorable discharge from the Army, and came
Delavan House at Albany. In 1S72, he was admitted to the firm West and located in Toledo, Ohio. There he obtained employ
as partner, and remained there until 1S80, when he sold out to his ment with the Wabash & Western Railroad, as a carpenter, and
brother Charles, his brother Lewis having previously withdrawn. remained with them for two years. In 1867, he determined to
In 18S1, Warren came to Chicago, and purchased the Gardner come to Chicago and make it his permanent home. For the first
House property, re-constructed the interior of the hotel, handsomely five years, he followed his trade asa carpenter, and. in March, 1872,
re-furnished the same, and opened it as a first-class hotel. He has became engaged in the bakery husiness. He was located at No.
been wonderfully successful since commencing business here, and 379 West Harrison Street, and as the venture was commenced the
the investment has increased to double its value, he having spring after the great fire, he had a splendid business from the very
been offered half a million dollars for the property for which he only start, and in a brief time McCoy's Bakery and its products became
paid $220,000. Mr. Leland was married on December 16, 1868, popularly known to Chicago people. He continued the manufac
to Miss Isabella C. Cobb, of Cleveland, Ohio. They have four ture of bread supplies until 1S79, when he leased Burke's European
children, —Charles Warren, Fannie A., Ralph C, and Helen. Mr. Hotel, at Nos. 140-42 Madison Street, and went into the active
I.eland is a member of the Calumet, Washington Park and Ken
management of the business. He was equally, if not more, suc
wood clubs, and of the Masonic order, being a Knight Templar. cessful in this departure than the bakery, and rapidly accumulated
GAULT House.—This hotel had just been completed by P. W. wealth. In 1S82. he changed the name to McCoy's European
Gates when the great fire broke out, and, for two years after that Hotel. He continued that hotel until October, 1884. In January
event, it was leased by Gage Bros. & Rice for the Sherman House. of that year, however, he commenced the erection of the present
These lessees retired a year later, and the house was operated by pretentious structure which now bears the name of McCoy's New
several tenants with unprofitable results. In 1875, Mr. Gates European Hotel. This is unquestionably the best-appointed and
assumed the management, and was succeeded by H. W. Hoyt, most elegant hotel west of New York City, conducted exclusively
who, eighteen months later, retired. The two then formed a on the European plan. Its location, at the corner of Clark and
partnership, but, in 1882, sold out to Dennis Rvan, of the Hotel Van Huren streets, is such as makes it most convenient to the
Ryan, St. Paul, Minn., and Matthew Cullen, the present proprie
public, being in close proximity to the Board of 'Trade, post-office,
tors. The building is five stories in height, its original cost being and Rock Island and Lake Shore depot, and quite near to the
wholesale district and to places of amusement. The locality in
$100,000. It has one hundred and sixty-six rooms, and can ac
which it is situated has wonderfully improved of late years, and it
commodate two hundred guests.
Kuhns's European Hotel. —The building occupied by this stands surrounded by structures equally handsome and massive
hotel was erected, in 1S72, by C. H. Thompson, and is owned by with itself. The building has a frontage of ninety-five and a half
his estate at the present time. It was first opened as a hotel by feet on Clark Street and one hundred and ten on Van Buren. It
James Anderson, in 1880, and for two years was known as Ander is seven stories high above the basement, and is crowned with three
son's European Hotel. In April, 1S82, its present proprietor, handsome towers. The outside walls are of red pressed brick, and
William J. Kuhns, secured control of the establishment, and the columns, girders, Mansard, gables and stairways are made
changed its name, in 1883, taking in his son, Frank C. Kuhns, as entirely of iron. On each front of the building is a large double
a partner. The south building adjoining was added to the hotel, fire-escape. In the court in the rear is a complete iron stairway,
it being a four-story structure, built, in 1872, by A. Crocker. The extending from the top of the building to the ground below, and
main building is five stories in height. The hotel has one hundred this forms another mode of escape in case of fire. 'The court also
separates the building from all others, and the proprietor has paid
and twelve rooms, and can accommodate two hundred guests.
Windsor Hotel,—The Windsor Hotel was the first Euro
special attention to the arrangement of fire protection. The
pean hotel erected in the burned district after the fire of 187 1. system of alarm, by which every guest may be immediately
Within a few days of that occurrence, Thomas Mackin and Samuel awakened, is used solely by Mr. McCoy, there being no other
Gregsten, owners of the lease of the land, which is located in the hotel in the world using the same device. The rotunda and office
school section and rented on a ninety-nine years' basis, formed are located on the second floor, and are reached by wide entrances
plans for the erection of a hotel, and the north part of the present from both streets and a hydraulic elevator at the Van Buren Street
structure, seventy feet front, was built. The house was first entrance. The parlors, reception and club rooms are also situated
opened in August, 1872, by William J. Kuhns, and was known as on this floor, and are so arranged that all can be thrown into one
Kuhns's European Hotel. Later, Mr. Kuhns took in J. II. grand salon, at pleasure. The restaurant is located on the first
Thorpe as a partner, and the hotel was operated until 1878, under floor, on Clark Street, and has a seating capacity of about two
the firm name of Kuhns & Thorpe. In the year last named, Mr. hundred persons. The live upper stories of the building are
Kuhns withdrew from the establishment, and James W. Bye be
devoted to guests' rooms, and each are furnished and fitted with
came a part owner in the enterprise, retiring in 1S79. Samuel all modern conveniences. The cost of the hotel was $500,000, and,
Gregsten then assumed his interest, and a year later secured entire with the value of the ground added thereto, Mr. McCoy's property
control of the place, and has carried on the hotel since that time. represents a cost of about three quarters of a million of dollars.
The Windsor is very well known throughout the West. The Mr. McCoy was married on March 4, 1873, to Miss Setnatta
original building was a four-story brick structure, to which has Sweenie, daughter of John Sweenie, a Chicago pioneer. They
been added the adjoining stone-front building, which was erected have four children,—Clara, Ella, Frank and William. Mr. McCoy
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is a member of the Ulysses S. Grant Post, No. 28, G. A. R., the
Iroquois Club, Young Men's Social Club and Irish-American
Society.
Brevoort House.—This hotel was built by a prominent Chi
cago banker, and was originally known as Anderson's European
Hotel. It was opened as such by Anderson Brothers in 1S73, who
operated it a short time, when it passed into the hands of William
Thompson, who gave it its present name. On January 1, 1882, the
present proprietors, S. S. Benjamin and Frank W. Wentworth se
cured the lease from George W. Forfarson, and have controlled its
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until its destruction in the fire of 1871. The new building was
erected, in 1871-72, by Thomas Mackin. The old Revere House,
before the fire, occupied the present site of the McCormick Block,
at the corner of Kinzie and Clark streets. After the lire, the Mc
Cormick estate purchased this ground and erected on it the McCor
mick Block, and the present Revere House was then built on the
adjoining premises, on the opposite side of the alley, and one-half
block further north. It was completed and opened in 1873. by E.
S. Pinney, who remained its proprietor until March, 1884, when he
was succeeded by J. D. Fanning. Under Mr. Fanning's manage-
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operations up to the present time. The hotel has a large and ex
clusive line of patronage, is live stories in height, has one hundred
and thirty-one rooms, and can accommodate four hundred and fifty
guests.
Deming European Hotel.—This hotel was opened Decem
ber 25, 1885, and occupies the same building in which Brown's
Hotel was started ten years prior to that date. The present hotel
is owned by J. M. Hazlett & Co., with R. Deming as manager. It
is four stories in height, with a frontage on both Madison and Clark
streets, has one hundred and fifty rooms, and can 'accommodate two
hundred and fifty guests.
Atlantic Hotel. —This hotel was built in 1873 by John
Keller, and was opened as a hotel on October 1 of the same year,
by William L. Newman. The latter operated the house for seven
years, being succeeded, on February 1, 18S0, by W. P. F. Meserve.
In May, 1885, the present proprietor, John (Jill, assumed the man
agement. The hotel is rive stories in height, stone front, and has
one hundred and twelve rooms.
Revere House.—In the second volume of this work is a (nil
history of the Revere House, from the date of its establishment

ment, the Revere House has grown to be the largest, finest and
best-equipped hotel in the North Division. Immediately on his
assuming control, the entire building was re-modeled, re-fitted and
re-furnished, two additional stories being added to its height, the
office being removed from the second to the ground Hoor, the im
provements thus made costing over $90,000. Of its proprietor, it
is but justice to say that much credit is due him for the success he
has achieved in thus bringing this house to its present position
among the hotels of this city.
J. D. Fanning is a native of the State of New York, born in
Jefferson County, in 1847. In 1S55, his father, John Fanning,
removed with his family to the West, locating in Michigan, where
he lived until his death, which occurred in 1S67. In 1865, J. D.
came to Chicago in search of employment. He applied for, and
obtained, a very humble position in the Tremont House, which was
then conducted by Messrs. Gage & Drake. He continued there for
three years, when he entered the service of Robert Hill, of the
old Matteson House. He remained with him some time, then
went to the Briggs House as clerk for Benjamin F. Skinner, from
there to the St. James, conducted by Meserve & Libby, and was
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at this house at the time of the great fire. After that event, he
started in business on his own account in a large restaurant on
Halsted Street, near the Academy of Music. In 1880, he became
one of the proprietors of the Briggs House, which he conducted
until 1883. The following year he purchased from Mr. Pinney
his proprietary interest in the Revere House. Mr. Fanning is in
every sense of the word a self-made man. Twenty years ago he
landed in Chicago a young man « ithout means or friends, and began
in his chosen calling at the very bottom of the ladder. He has
made his way to his present position by his honesty, industry and
unfailing perseverance, lie is genial, courteous and obliging, and
his popularity is admitted by all who have the pleasure of his
acquaintance. Mr. Tanning was married, in 1880, to Miss Mary
Moore, daughter of Robert Moore, of this city. They have two
children.
CITY Hotel.—After the fire had swept away the old City
Hotel, which stood at the corner of Lake and State streets, the
establishment of a new hotel became at once necessary, and the
proprietor, J. \V. Towne, bought the lease of the building on the
corner of State ami Sixteenth streets and converted the structure
into a hotel. This was called the City Hotel, and, in 1S74, the
owner, Jacob Harris, erected a large addition. The dimensions
of the present building are forty-live feet fronting on State Street,
and one hundred and forty-eight feet on Sixteenth. It is four
stories high above the basement, and contains one hundred single
and double sleeping-rooms. It has a capacity of two hundred
guests, and has become of late years the headquarters for stock
men and shippers. About 1S73, Silas Dutton became the pro
prietor. In 1883, William F. Orcutt, an old hotel man and at one
time proprietor of the old City Hotel, obtained a lease of the build
ing, and he has conducted this house up to the present time.
William F. Orcutt was born at Rutland, Vt., but when a
boy left his native State and came West, locating in Chicago in
1845. Upon coming to this city, he went to work as office boy in
Brown & Turtle's American Temperance House, which stood on
the corner of Lake Street and Wabash Avenue. He only stayed
there two months, however, and then went with them to the City
Hotel, on the corner of Lake and State streets, which was then
one of the most popular hotels in town, lie clerked in that house
for some time, and then, when Messrs. lirown & Tuttle took a
lease of the Sherman House, he served them for about two years
as chief clerk. Mr. Orcutt then took a lease of the Rock-Island
House, which was situated near the depot of the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific Railroad, at the corner of ("lark and Twelfth
streets. He kept that for one year, and then took a lease of the
City Hotel, and remained there from 1852 to 1854. After that, he
went out of the hotel business, and engaged in the coal trade,
which he followed for twenty years, being located all the time in
Chicago. In 1S82, he decided to resume his old calling, and, at
the urgent request of the owners of the City Hotel, he assumed
the management of the house. Two years subsequently he took a
lease of the hotel, and has held the same up to the present time. Mr.
Orcutt is fitted by nature and training for hotel life, being endowed
with the t;ifts of geniality and courtesy, and since resuming his old
business has won back scores of old friends and patrons of twenty
years ago. He was married on April 5, 1864, to Miss Anna
Faulkner Ellis, of Chicago. For many years he has been a mem
ber of the Masonic order, having been an early initiate in Oriental
Lodge, No. 33.
The Anna House, a well-known hotel at No. 102 North
Clark Street, was opened to the public, in 1876, as the New Delavan House. 'The name so continued until the retirement of its
proprietress, Mrs. Upham, in May, 1880. At that time the hotel
passed into the hands of Mrs. Ellen l'hilbrick and her son, C. C.
Philbrick, who continued the management until 1886, under the
firm name of E. Philbrick & Son. For several years prior to the
fire of July, 1874, Mrs. Philbrick was proprietress of the Wabash
House, at the corner of Wabash Avenue and Congress Street,
where the Hotel Brunswick now stands The Anna House is five
stories in height, the four upper floors being used for the hotel. It
has a frontage of one hundred feet on Clark Street, and is one
hundred and fifty feet in depth. The hotel has fifty large, light
anil well-ventilated rooms for guests' use, and has accommodations
for about one hundred persons. The office, parlors and diningrooms are situated on the second floor of the building anil the hotel
is conducted on the American plan.
C. C. Philbrick was born at Haverhill, Essex Co., Mass., on
October 23, 1863. His parents lived at Manchester till he was six
years old. and came to Chicago in January, 1870. He attended
the common schools of Chicago during his youth, and when he was
seventeen years old became the office manager of the Anna House
and a partner in the ownership with his mother, Mrs. E. Philbrick.
He has been connected with the Anna House since 1880, and has
done much toward making it a popular hotel for the North Side.
Mr. Philbrick is, and has been since the organization in 1884, sec
retary of the LeGrand Skating Rink Company.

The Continental Hotel, on the southeast corner of Wabash
Avenue and Madison Street, occupies the site of the Clifton House
before the fire of 1S71. Messrs. Jenkins & Holmes had the lease
of that property at the time of the fire, and when they were burned
out they re-built their hotel where the present Clifton House stands.
'The building that was erected on the site of the old Clifton was
intended for the use of stores and offices, but. upon its completion,
the Chicago Public Library was located on the upper floors and the
ma n floor was occupied principally by the firm of Field, Benedict
& Co , wholesale clothiers. In 1S76, the Public Library was re
moved and the three upper stories were then converted into a hotel.
Ob.uliah Sands opened the Sands House in that building during
the above year, and ran it until 1880, when Henry Berg & Son
leased the premises for the same purpose, and changed the name to
the Hotel Frankfort. They continued until October 1, 1882. Then
Mrs. Elizabeth I Iennessy took- the hotel, renovated and refurnished
it throughout, and changed the name to the Continental Hotel.
The building has a frontage on Wabash Avenue of one hundred
feet and one hundred and thirty-two feet on Madison Street. The
main entrance to the hotel is located on the former thoroughfare,
and leads to the large office on the second floor, on which are also
located the reading, billiard and dining-room. The house has one
hundred and twenty guests' rooms and can accommodate three
hundred people. It is run on the American plan, and is a popular
stopping place for the theatrical profession. 1!. D. Spencer is lessee
and proprietor.
Bernard Dake Spencer is a son of I). A. and Belle Spen
cer, and was born at Oakdale, Monroe Co., Wis., on March 19,
1 86 1 . While yet an infant, his parents went to Rutland, Vt., where
they remained three years, and then removed to Washington, D. C.
There, young Bernard attended the public schools until thirteen
years of age, and then began to make his own way in the world by
securing the position as bell-boy in the well known Riggs House.
His activity and good bearing were soon recognized, and in a short
time he was given the care of the ladies' entrance, and then was
made elevator boy. He had continued in the employ of the Riggs
House two years when he attracted the attention of Vice-President
William A. Wheeler, who took him over to the White House one
afternoon, and introduced his protege to Secretary of the Navy
'Thompson, whom he requested to procure a position " for this
boy." In pursuance to the Vice-President's wish, young Spencer
received an appointment to Annapolis. As he was but fifteen years
of age, he was obliged to wait a year before he could be admitted
asa cadet, which time he applied himself industriously to his studies.
At the time appointed for his examination he successfully passed,
but was obliged to withdraw on account of his eyesight being im
paired by arduous study. He returned to the Riggs House, sub
sequently engaged in the manufacturing-jewelry business and was
connected with the Critic, in a journalistic way, for some time. In
June. 1S80, he came to this city and entered the employ ol Good
rich Q. Dow, druggist, at the corner of Cottage Grove Avenue and
Oakwood Boulevard, ami afterward was employed at the Southern
Hotel, Wabash Avenue and Twenty-second Street. During the fall
of that year he was with the Merchants' Hotel management, and in
October, 1882, became manager of the Continental Hotel, subse
quently leasing that property. He is a member of Oriental Lodge,
No. 33, A.F. & A.M., of the intermediate bodies and of Oriental
Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32°.
The Globe European Hotel is one of the latest acquisitions
to the numerous hotels in this city, having been opened on May I,
18S4, by S. A. Ray and B. F. Owen. This hotel is located at Nos.
355—57 State Street, having a frontage on that thoroughfare of sixty
feet, and extending back about one hundred and seventy-five feet.
The hotel proper occupies the three upper floors, and the office and
restaurant are located on the first floor, the entrance to these rooms
and the hotel being direct from the street. The parlors, receptionrooms and double apartments are located on the second floor, and
in all there are sixty-five guests' rooms. 'The accommodations are
for about one hundred and seventy-five people. 'The firm of Owen
& Ray dissolved partnership in the spring of 1885, Mr. Owen re
tiring and Frank 1). Ray becoming the manager.
The Clarendon House.—Before the great fire of 1S71, Nos.
150-52 North Clark Street were occupied by a building known as
the Clarendon Hotel, of which II. M. Miller was agent and
manager. This hotel was re-opened in a handsome new building
on the same site in 1873. It has a frontage on Clark Street of one
hundred feet, and faces Ontario Street on the south, extending back
one hundred feet. The building is four stories and a basement in
height, and the three upper floor are used for a hotel. This house
accommodates eighty to one hundred guests, is run on the American
plan, and is the permanent home of a number of families. After
the fire, the hotel was opened by Lyman A. White, who ran it till
1879, when Harvey M. Thompson took it for one year. In 1880,
W. K. Steele became the proprietor, and on May I, 1882. Frank
I). Ray took 'charge, and he has continued the management up to
the present time. The hotel was renovated and re-furnished
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throughout upon Mr. Ray's advent as landlord, and it has been
kept on a high standard of excellence since that time.
F. D. Ray, manager of the Clarendon and Globe European
hotels, was born in Cattaraugus County, N. V., on April 4, 1850.
II is family resided there until he was ten years of age and then,
coming West, located at Ue Kalb, 111. lie resided there until 1S64,
and then came to Chicago to make his home. Mr Ray received a
grammar school education, and on coming to this city went into the
employ of Hunt. Harbour & Hale, wholesale dry goods merchants,
at Nos. 3-7 Lake Street. He remained with them until 1S67, and
then went to New York to take a position as general manager, for
New York State, for the Howe Sewing Machine Company. He
was thus occupied until 1872, when he went to California and be
came travelling agent for the Howe Company for the Pacific coast.
He remained in their employ until 1S76, and then returned to
Chicago, and took a lease of the Burdick House, on Wabash

six stories high above basement, with two strong towers extending
above the body of the structure. It is built of brick, with a
handsome stone front, and was constructed for the purpose for
which it is used. The hotel has a frontage of fifty feet and ex
tends back one hundred feet, and contains one hundred and twentyfive guests' rooms. Its location is such as at once makes it popular
with the public, and being conducted upon the American and
European plans gives to the transient guests an option as to their
accommodation. The hotel is provided with a new passenger
elevator, and is fully equipped with the latest and most modern
improvements.
Raggio Brothers.—This firm consists of Charles A. and
John G. Raggio, both natives of the city of Genoa, Italy, who,
with their parents, located n this city in the fall of 1S55. Charles
A. Raggio was born on January 17, 1847, and John A. on De
cember 20, 1849, and both were, therefore, but young lads when

Avenue, afterward known as the Crawford House and Langham
Hotel. Mr. Ray conducted that hotel until 18S0, and in the
summer of that year sold out and went to Colorado. He became
proprietor of the Grand Central Hotel, at Denver, but remained
there less than a year, returning in the fall of 1881. The Clarendon
changed hands in the spring, and was opened on May I, 1882, Mr.
Ray then becoming its manager. On May 1, 1884, S. A. Ray and
H. F. Owen leased the Globe European Hotel, and in the spring
of 1885, Mr. Owen retired and Mr. Ray became manager of this
hotel in conjunction with the Clarendon. He was married on
December 13, 1S76, to Miss Sarah Pettie, of Syracuse, N. Y. They
have two sons,— Horton and Fred.
The St. Charles Hotel, which is located at Nos. 15-17 Clark
Street, is among the oldest houses in the city, having been in ex
istence many years before the fire. At the time of the great con
flagration, Messrs. Raggio Brothers were proprietors of the St.
Charles, but when it was re-built, in 1872, the hotel was opened
by Phil. Conley, who conducted it until 1878, when Messrs. Raggio
again took possession, since which time they have made it a pop
ular hotel, which has proved profitable to them. The building js

they came to Chicago, where they have since resided. In 1868,
they opened a large restaurant on the southeast corner of Ran
dolph Street and Fifth Avenue. In the following year they also
bought the St. Charles Hotel, which with the restaurant, they con
ducted very successfully until the great fire, when both of their
establishments were destroyed. Within ten days after the confla
gration they re-opened their restaurant on Canal Street, near Ran
dolph, where they remained till 1873, when they removed to a newbuilding on West Madison Street, near Curtis Street, and opened
up as fine a restaurant as there was on the West Side. In 1S78,
tjie Raggio Brothers disposed of that business and re-purchased
the St. Charles Hotel. They gave it a thorough overhauling, ren
ovating it from top to bottom, after which they re-furnished it and
opened a first-class hotel. The senior of the firm, Charles A.
Raggio, was married on July 25, 1877, to Miss Mary Arado, of
Chicago. They have one son, Charles A., Jr.
Massasoit House. —The former hotel of this name, de
scribed in the second volume of this work, was one of Chicago's
well-known hotels, and in view of that fact, the present house of
that name, built, in 1872, by Albert l.ongley, possesses some his
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toric interest. It was completed and opened to the public in the
fall of 1872, with Mr. Longley as its proprietor, which he retained
until 1S78. Then, C. S. Munson look charge until 1882, when he
sold out to Mr. Timing, who has since been its proprietor.
Conrad I'irrung is a native of Germany, born on July 25,
1830, in the Prussian province of the Rhine. In 1854, he came
to America, and in the same year to this city, which has since been
his home. For a number of years he followed teaming, until
March, 1871, when he became the proprietor of the Central European
Hotel, at No. 13 South Water Street, and was conducting this
house when it was destroyed in the fire of 1871. Immediately
thereafter, he erected a frame shanty on the same site, and one
year later replaced that with the present brick structure. In 1SS2,
he became proprietor of the Massasoit House, and now conducts
both that and the Central European Hotel. Mr. I'irrung is a genial
and obliging gentleman, and as a landlord is justly popular with
the travelling public. He married, on October 28, 1S56, Miss
Elizabeth Bettcnger; they have two sons,—Jacob and Conrad, both
of whom are with their father in the hotel business.
RESTAURANTS.
This business is one of enormous magnitude in this
city, and one wherein a large amount of money is
invested. Sketches of some of the prominent gentlemen
engaged therein are herewith presented.
H. H. Koiilsaat became established in business in Chicago
in 1880, when, as a junior partner in the linn of Blake, Shaw & Co.,
he became connected with the Dake Hakery, at Nos. 196-9S Clark
Street. In April, 1880, the firm established a small business lunchcounter in connection with the bakery, and, on July I, 1SS3, Mr.
Kohlsaat succeeded to their interest by purchase, and since that
time has continued the business alone. He has built up an exceed
ingly prosperous trade, and, during the year 1SS4, served eight
hundred and twenty live thousand nine hundred and eleven meals,
making a daily average of two thousand eight hundred. On March
15, 1885, he opened two branch houses, one at No. 204 Clark
Street, and the other at No. 83 Lake Street. In the bakery,
twenty-six men are employed, and it, undoubtedly, is the largest
bakery of fancy pastry in the United States. Mr. Kohlsaat was
born in Edwards County, 111., on March 22, 1853, the son of
Reimer Kohlsaat, who settled in that county about 1825. His
mother was Sarah Hall, an English lady who came with her father
to Illinois as early as 1820. Mr. Kohlsaat received his early edu
cation in Galena, 111., where his father had moved in 1854, and at
twelve years of age came to Chicago with his parents. I le attended
the Scammon and the Skinner schools, and, in 1868, became a
cash -boy for Carson, Pirie & Co. , then was cashier for the same
firm for two years, afterward connecting himself with Richards,
Crumbaugh & Shaw, until 1871. For one year succeeding, he
sold safes for S. H. Harris upon the road, and for five years was
a travelling salesman for Blake, Shaw & Co. In 1880, he married
Miss Mabel E. Blake, daughter of E. Nelson Blake. They have
one child, Pauline.
Colonel John S. Wilson began business in Chicago in 1S73,
at the corner of Clark and Madison Streets, establishing Wilson's
Oyster House, now known as the Boston Oyster House. He
remained there three years, and at the end of that time leased the
Tivoli Gardens, comprising the entire space now occupied by the
Chicago Opera House. After three years he moved to No. 146
Dearborn Street, enlarging his appointments, in 1880, to comprise
the adjoining number. In February, 1885, he established a head
quarters for his immense catering business at No. 29 Washington
Street. Though not the oldest caterer in the city, he has turned
his attention for a number of years to the profession, and has made
it his study, his specialty being the handling of shell lish. He is
perhaps the first and only caterer in Chicago to bring live lobsters
to this market to be served. He has facilities for carrying on his
business, which he has perfected by careful study, and his cafe is
one of the most fashionable in the city. Two reasons are assignable
for this fact,—the perfection of his cuisine and the Colonel's great
personal popularity.
Charles E. Rector first became connected with the restaurant
business in Chicago when he accepted the position of cashier for
J. M. Hill, in the Boston Oyster House, in 1873, when that popula/
place was first opened to the public. He afterward took the man
agement of the house, working in that capacity for about two years.
He then was employed by Pullman's Palace Car Company as a
conductor, remaining in the service of that compiny for nearly
eight years. At the end of that time, he accepted a more lucrative
position with the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, as assistant
superintendent of the Dining Car Department, maintaining that
position for two years. He then opened his oyster house at the
corner of Clark and Monroe streets, and enjoyed an instantaneous

success, his present patronage being among the first in the city.
On June 1, 1S85, he opened a branch house in the Exchange Build
ing, with a billiard parlor in connection, and his houses are among
the most popular in the city. Mr. Rector was born at Lewiston.
N. Y., on May 26, 1844, the son of George W. and Anna(Hewson)
Rector. His father was for many years the proprietor of the Fron
tier House, at Lewiston, N. Y. Mr. Rector received his education
in I.ockport, N. Y., attending the academy, from which be gradu
ated in 1S62. Soon afler leaving school, he enlisted in the 129th
New York Infantry Volunteers as a drummer boy, under Colonel
Porter. On August 22, 1862, he went to Baltimore, where he
joined the Army of the Potomac, being in the Second Brigade of
the Second Division and Second Corps, under General Winfield
Scott Hancock's command. He was mustered out at Washington
in June, 1865, and was then immediately employed as a clerk in the
War Department, remaining there three years. At the end of that
time he went home, and was with his father, at Lewiston, N. Y„
until he came to Chicago in 1872. Mr. Rector was married in 1S69,
to Miss Louisa Peterson, of Washington. They have two children,
—Francis and ( ieorge W.
Henry IIenrici came to Chicago in December, 1865. He
obtained employment as a teacher in a private English school at the
corner of Twenty-third Street and Cottage Grove Avenue, and,
later, in the German-American School at the corner of Chicago and
LaSalle avenues, where he taught Latin, French, mathematics and
German literature up to 186S. At that time he went to Burlington,
Iowa, and for three years was principal of the German school in
that city. He then purchased The German Advertiser, a weekly
newspaper published at Burlington, which he conducted until 1873.
Desiring a larger field for newspaper work, he bought the Daily
and Weekly Tribune, of Quincy, 111., one of the oldest (ierman
newspapers in the West; selling it out two years later, to purchase
the Indiana German Newspaper, a daily and weekly published
at Indianapolis. That venture did not prove as successful as he
had anticipated, and, after two years as editor and proprietor, he
sold the paper and came to Chicago. On his return to this city he
opened a restaurant, cafe and hotel, known as Henrici's Hotel, at
Nos. 70-72 Randolph Street, continuing il until the present time.
Mr. IIenrici is a native of Germany, and was born on August 24,
1840. When five years of age, he entered the elementary school
of Garden, a suburb of Coblenz, and later on became a pupil at the
Gymnasium at Coblenz. When he had finished his preparatory
courses, he entered the University at Bonn on the Rhine, graduating
four years later in the classical and scientific courses, with a
special course in the languages and mathematics. The following
year, in 1S64, he became a teacher in Coblenz, and came to Chi
cago in Ihe fall of 1865. Mr. IIenrici was married in 1875, to
Miss Johanna Rittler, of Quincy, III., a daughter of John W. Kittier, a physician of thirty years' residence in Quincy. They have
three children,—Edith, F^lsa and Ralph.
PHILIP Hknrici comes from a family who for generations
have followed the profession of restaurateurs, caterers and bakers.
He is one of three brothers now engaged in the business in this
city, and came to Chicago in 1S64. He first entered the Briggs
House as pastry cook, and afterward was in the Revere House in
the same capacity. He established, in 1869, at No. 71 State Street,
the first coffee house in Chicago, as they now exist. 1 le had in
connection therewith a fancy bakery, continuing until the great
fire. After the lire, he commenced business again at No. 216 West
Madison Street, selling out in the following year. Subsequently, he
located at No. 1S4 Madison Street, and later at No. 174, removing
to his present location, at No. 175 Madison Street, in 1873. He
has at present, in connection with his elegant cafe, a fancy bakery,
from which he supplies a number of restaurants throughout the city.
Mr. Henrici was born in the Rhine province, Germany, on July 13,
1S46, the son of Daniel and Theresa (Blaeser) Henrici. Until he
arrived at the age of thirteen he was a pupil at the common schools,
afterward learning the trade of a miller and a baker with his
father. After four years' apprenticeship, he left his home and
moved to New York, worked in a fancy bakery in lhat city for one
year, at the end of which time he came to Chicago. He was mar
ried in 1873, to Miss Anna Muhlke, a daughter of John H. Muhlke,
one of the first dry goods merchants in Chicago. They have four
children,— Philip D., Louisa, Anna and Charles.
Wii.helm Henrici came to Chicago in 1864, and for a short
time was employed in the mill of Mehring & Pundt. He next
obtained employment with Mr. Jacobs as a grocery clerk, which
business he followed one year, afterward becoming connected with
the commission house oI Philip Benz. During 1868, he travelled
through the South and West, returning to Chicago shortly after the
great (ire. At that time, his sister, who afterward became the
wife of C. F. Schaefer, was engaged in keeping a restaurant and
cafe at No. 216 West Madison Street, having bought her brother
Philip's interest a short time previously; and there, as an employe,
Mr. IIenrici first engaged in the business which he has since fol
lowed so successfully. Upon his sister's marriage, he purchased her
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interest at No. 216 West Madison Street, and one year later moved
to 204 State Street, where he remained two years. After several
temporary removals, he took charge of Schaefer's Restaurant, on
Randolph Street, it having been bought by his brother l'hilip in I SS2.
He remained there two years, when he removed to his present loca
tion, on the corner of State and Van Buren streets. Mr. Henrici
was born in the Rhine province, Germany, on May 12, 184S, the son
of Daniel and Theresa (Blaeser) Henrici. He attended the common
schools of his native country, and at the age of fifteen left
school, and for two years worked with his father, learning the
trade of a miller. At the end of that time he came to America,
arriving in Chicago in the fall of 1864. He was married in 1SS1,
to Miss Lila Bolinger, of Massillon, Ohio. They have three
children,—Daniel, Wilhelm and Theresa. He is a member of
Progress Lodge, No. 728, K. of H. and of the Royal Arcanum.
ANDREW CUMMINGS succeeded to the business established by
S. H. Thomson in 1856. He purchased Mr. Thomson's interest
on May 2, 1881, and immediately thereafter enlarged the business
until, at the present time, it is the largest restaurant in Chicago,
comprising Nos. 147-53 Dearborn Street, with a seating capacity of
four hundred and forty people, serving over three thousand meals
daily. His restaurant is undoubtedly one of the largest and bestmanaged houses in America. Mr. Cummings was born at l'ort
Henry, Essex Co., N. V., on May 8, 1845, and is the son of
Michael and Susan C. (Lathrop) Cummings. At the age of four
years he came West with his family, settling at Watertown, Wis.
There he attended the common schools, and at the age of seventeen
years came to Chicago and was employed as a bell-boy in the City
Hotel. After six months' service in that capacity, he was promoted
to the more trustworthy position of salesman behind the cigar
counter. In 1865, the house changed hands, and he accepted a
position as assistant cashier with S. H. Thomson, and was afterward
made general manager of Mr. Thomson's immense business. He
remained with Mr. Thomson until May 2, 18S1, when he became
his successor by purchase. Mr. Cummings was married, in 1S66,
to Miss Sarah Shiler, of Chicago. They have four children,—Wil
liam A., Frank, Henry T., and Edmund C. Mr. Cummings de
serves the success he has attained, and is among the most prosper
ous young business men in the city.
Edgar II. Johnson, proprietor of Johnson's Home Bakery,
established his present business on May 29, 18S0, at No 969 West
Madison Stre t, there being in partnership with him his father, E.
S. Johnson, and his brother, W. E. Johnson. This was !h» first
bakery in Chicago to put upon the market articles which were made
after domestic recipes, and its success was instantaneous, so much
so that since their establishment scores of other alleged home
bakeries have sprung up, but only as imitators. In 1S83. a lunch
room was founded at No. 157 Fifth Avenue, with a capacity of
serving one thousand people a day, and averaging seven hundred
meals daily. Mr. Johnson was born in Bureau County, III., on
April 11. 1851, and is the son of Edward S. and Almira J.
(Robertson) Johnson. During his boyhood he attended the com
mon schools, devoting a part of his time to working on his father's
farm and also in his father's mill. At the age of twenty years, he
became a school teacher, following that vocation for nearly eight
years. He subsequently became connected with his father and
brother in a bakery, which they had established at Hilda, in Bureau
County, and the following year came to Chicago to establish his
present business. He was married, in 1873, to Miss Anna Rowe,
of Tiskilwa, 111. They have two children, Myra and Winnie. He
is a member of Garfield Lodge, No. 680, A.F. & A.M.
THE LIVERY BUSINESS.
Andrew J. Wright is the oldest liveryman in Chicago, hav
ing been in active business for thirty years. In the latter part of
1854, he formed an equal partnership with L. W. Currier, their barn
being located on Michigan Street, opposite what was then the
North Market, the present site of the Criminal Court building.
The name of the firm was Wright & Currier. In 1S65, Mr. Cur
rier's interest was purchased by S. F. Wright, and the firm became
Wright Brothers. In January, i860, they moved to the premises
No. 250 Kinzie Street, a building possessing an historic interest
from having been among the first burned in the great fire on the
North Side (see History of the F'ire, Vol. II.). after the flames had
crossed the river. After the fire, the Wright Brothers moved to
the West Side and built new stables, which they occupied until 1S73,
when the partnership was dissolved, and A. J. Wright, the senior
partner, located at his present place of business, Nos. 15-17 Quincy
Street. In June of the same year, the Grand Pacific Hotel was
opened to the public, and Mr. Wright was given the exclusive con
trol of the livery business in connection therewith. Mr. Wright
was born in Dunstable, Mass.. on August 6, 1817, and is the son
of George and Elizabeth (Taylor) Wright. He obtained his early-
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education at Dunstable and Tyngsboro', and between the ages of
twenty and twenty-two was a clerk in a general store. At the end
of his clerkship, having previously learned the trade of a black
smith with his father, he established a shop of his own, and for
eight years worked at his trade. In 1847, he accepted a position
with the Northern New Hampshire Railway, and, for seven years
following, was a passenger conductor on that line. In 1854, he
came to Chicago, expecting to obtain employment with the Chicago
& Milwaukee (now the North Western) Railway, but finding that
that road was not to be opened until the next year, he sought
other employment. He found that an acquaintance, L. W. Cur
rier, formerly an eastern railway employe, had preceded him in his
journey westward and was then working in the service of the Gal
ena Railway. He sought out Mr. Currier, and suggested the perchase of a livery stable on the North Side, owned by Andrew Nelson.
Mr. Currier consented to become an equal partner, and together
they purchased the stable on Michigan Street, directly opposite
the Criminal Court building. Mr. Wright was married in July,
1842, to Miss Almira Wright, of Westford, Mass. They have three
children, —Charles A., George C. (who are now with their father),
and Harriet A. Mr. Wright lost heavily in the great fire, and the
calamity coming upon him late in life, nearly unmanned him, but
by redoubled efforts he has been enabled to retrieve at least a por
tion of his losses, and has acquired a moderate competency. He
treasures a deed of his father's homestead which was given in 1753.
Oscar F'ield. —The negotiations entered into between this
gentleman and Ed. Price, in 1S60, resulted in the purchase, by Mr.
F ield, of the livery stable in the rear of the Briggs House, two years
later. F'rom that time until 1871, his business met no reverses, but
in the great lire he suffered the loss of his entire property. Im
pelled by the spirit of enterprise, which has always characterized
Chicago business men, and during that calamity was especially
noticeable, he opened another stable in April, 1872, on Congress
Street. This he successfully carried on until 1S74, when the fire
of that year again destroyed his accumulations ajid once more com
pelled him to begin anew. He resumed business at Nos. 165-66
Michigan Avenue, and has been able, not only to pay all previous
indebtedness in full, but also to accumulate for himself a handsome
competency. Mr. Field was born at Seneca, Mich., on September
J7> 1 83 5 , and is the son of Reuben G. and Abagail (Strong)
F'ield, his ancestors on both sides for five generations being residents
of Brattleborough, Vt., and vicinity. While an infant, his parents
moved to Troy, New York ; when he was scarcely a year old, his
mother died. He was then sent to Saratoga Springs and placed in
the care of a relative, and attended the public schools there. On
the death of his father, which occurred when he was twelve years
of age, he left New York, and, having a fondness for travel and
being placed under no restrictions, he journeyed westward. His
wanderings were perhaps guided only by boyish caprice, but when,
in the winter of 1847, he found himself sitting in a country tavern
a few miles west of Milwaukee, with but a three-cent piece in his
pocket, he realized that the great world was before him, and that
his own exertions must win him a place in it. Fortune favored
him, however, and making the acquaintance of a farmer who was a
guest at the same tavern, he found in him an old friend of his
father. The gentleman invited him to go to his farm, a distance of
thirty miles west of Milwaukee, and the offer was gladly accepted.
There he became a farm hand under the tuition of bis father's
friend, lie faithfully discharged the duties assigned him, rapidly
winning the confidence of his employer, and it was with mutual
regret that, in the fall of the following year, his relations with his
benefactor ami his excellent wife were severed. A desire for travel
and adventure, however, had once more possessed him, and he
started for St. Louis. On reaching that city, he formed the
acquaintance of L. P. Sanger, General Singleton, and ex-Governor
Jones of Tennessee, who at that time had the contract for furnishing
horses and mules to the Government for the war with the Mormons,
and entered their employ. After the contract was filled, a portion
of the stock remained to be disposed of, and Mr. Field was sent by
the contractors to Springfield, III., where there was a prospect for its
sale. Soon after accomplishing this journey, Mr. Field met John
Butterfield, who had taken the contract for carrying the United
States mails, by the southern route, overland to the Pacific coast,
from Tipton, Mo., to San Francisco. Cal. The proposed route to
California lay through an unknown region, and as an employe of
Mr. Butterfield, Mr. Field was sent on the frontier to establish the
relief - posts and station the required number of horses. This he
successfully accomplished, and carried the first mail ever brought
through from the western coast over the southern route. His
service having been found of rare value, he was assigned to the
management of a division, whose terminal points were at El Paso
and Fort Chadburn. At the breaking out of the war, he was
transferred to one of the northern divisions, and given charge, as
line agent, of the route between Atchison, Kans., and Central City,
Colo., carrying the first mail into Walla Walla, Washington Ter
ritory. In 1862, he located at Chicago permanently, since which
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time has been a prominent resident of this city. Mr. Field was
married in 1865, to Mrs. Stokes, of Chicago, the widow of Charles
Stokes. He is a member of Blair Lodge, No. 393, A.F. & A.M.,
and Washington Chapter. No. 35, R.A.M. Mr. Field owns a stock
farm of four hundred and seven acres at Crissman, Ind., on which
he keeps a large number of valuable horses.
Franc Ambkrg, a popular West Side liveryman, became a
partner with Mr. Hoffman in 1872, the firm name being Hoffman &
Amberg. This partnership existed until 1879, when Hoffman
retired, having been elected Sheriff of Cook County. Mr. Amberg
has continued the business until the present time. He was born in
Bavaria, Germany, on September I, 183S, the son of John and
Margaret (I)esch) Amberg. During his boyhood he attended the
common schools of Germany, and, working with his father, mastered
the trade of a wagonmaker. In the latter part of 1S57, he em
barked for America, arriving in Chicago in October of that year.
He first obtained employment at his trade with Frank Bush, who
owned a shop at the corner of Washington and Franklin streets.
In the following year, he was employed by the Gates Bros., on Canal
Street, who were engaged in building freight-cars for the Galena
Railway. In 1861, he enlisted in the 1st Illinois Cavalry, with an
independent company called the Hoffman Dragoons, under Captain
Schaumbeck, and went with the regiment to Bellaire, Ohio, thence
to Virginia, and subsequently participated in t lie celebrated Salem
raid under Gen. Averill, called in history the "fourteen days' raid."
Returning through Maryland, he was engaged in the battles of
South Mountain and Anlietam, and, going back again through the
Shenandoah Valley, fought under General Sigel and his successor in
command. He was mustered out in Chicago, in March, 1865, and
soon after established a flour and feed store, the firm name being
Herefurth & Amberg. In 1868, the partnership was dissolved, and
Mr. Amberg began a similar business on his own account at No.
84 West Randolph Street. He continued that business until enter
ing into a partnership with Mr. Hoffman, in 1872. He was mar
ried in 1867, to Mrss Anna Gerhardy, of Chicago: they have two
children, Annie and John. Mr. Amberg is prominent in Masonic
circles, beinga member of Lessing Lodge, No. 557, A.F. & A.M.;
Washington Chapter, No. 43, R.A.M.; Chicago Commandery No.
19, K.T. and Oriental Consistory, S P. R.S., 320.
Edwin I). Morse became established in business, by buying
the interest of the Hendrickson Brothers in the livery stable at Nos.
804-6 West Madison Street, on May 1, 1877. He is the youngest
and among the most successful liverymen in Chicago. Laboring
under the worst discouragements, he purchased a business which
commanded no good-will, owing to previous mismanagement, and
though scarcely eighteen years of age, he boldly made a commercial
venture, which has brought him handsome returns for his labor.
By close attention to his interests, he has built up a large patronage,
and, in 1884, he opened a branch stable at No. 609 West Madison
Street to accommodate his increasing trade. At the beginning, he
owned but one horse, and now his stables contain nearly (orty of
the finest livery horses on the West Side. He was the first livery
man in Chicago to dress his drivers in uniform, and was the first
to introduce the glass-quartered coaches which have become so
popular. On a visit to Kurope in 1883, he saw, used in London
the Hansom cab, and become so impressed with its utility, that he
ordered a number shipped to him here. On his return, he learned
that the cab was to be introduced by Mr. Pullman, and fearing too
active a competition, he countermanded his order with the English
manufacturers. Later on, he ordered built by Ilincks & Johnson, at
Bridgeport, Conn., a number of coupe- Hansoms, which were an
improvement on the cab, and when his designs reached the manu
facturers they obtained a patent on the vehicle, for which they have
since been offered $60,000. Mr. Morse was born at Waterloo, Seneca
Co., N. Y., on March 21, i860, and is the son of Marcellus A. and
Jennie (Latimer) Morse. His father is now the president of the
Municipal Gas-Light Company of this city, and has been a resident
of Chicago for some years, coming here for the purpose of drilling
artesian wells, and it was under his direction that nearlv all the
artesian wells in this vicinity were constructed. Mr. Morse re
ceived his education at Waverly, N. Y., where his family had
removed soon after his birth. When thirteen years of age he left his
native State, and came to Chicago, attending the Hayes School for
nearly four years. At the end of that time, he began the present
business which has proved so prosperous an enterprise. He has
shown remarkable tact in his business relations, and may be said
to be one of the most phenomenally successful liverymen in Chicago.

Thomas O'Brien is the manager of the livery and boarding
stable of Herbert M. Kinsley. He was born at Syracuse, N. Y.,
on January 3, 1849, and is the son of Bartholomew and Ann
(Dwyer) O'Brien. At the age of seven years, he removed with his
family to Dixon, III., and there become a pupil in the common
schools. When about fourteen years old, he was engaged in driving
a team in Dixon, and two years later went to Aurora, where for
four years he was employed in the same capacity by Jenks & Van
Vleet. In 1S70, he came to Chicago, and was with George Barnett, caring for trotting horses. The following year, he went to
Minneapolis, Minn., and for one year worked in a livery stable in
that city. Returning to Chicago, he was in the employ of Frank
Parmelee four years, and for two years succeding, was travelling in
the West. On his return to Chicago, he became the manager of
Mr. Kinsley's stables, which position he has held until the present
time. He was married, in 1883, to Miss Ella Hogan, of Chicago.
Joseph Sawyer became a partner with Louis Dutton in the
livery business in 1865, the firm name being Dutton & Sawyer.
They remained two years at Couch Place, occupying the stables
fitted up by the Dutton Brothers in 1858. In 1867, the partner
ship of Dutton & Sawyer was dissolved, the senior partner selling
his interest to M. M. Brown. The style of the firm then became
Sawyer & Brown, ami the business was successfully continued
until the great fire terminated the copartnership. In January,
1872, Mr. Sawyer built the stables he still occupies at Nos. 9- 1 1
Third Avenue. During the two years following, Mr. Trudell was
his partner, the firm being Sawyer & Trudell. Since Mr. Trudell's
retirement, in 1874, Mr. Sawyer has continued the business alone.
He was born at Bradford, Orange Co., Vt., on April 24, 1829, and
is the son of John and Lydia (Dyke) Sawyer. He early became
a pupil at the common schools, and afterward attended the acadeniv at his native place. At the age of nineteen, he left school
and began his career, but not, however, before he had been taught,
upon his father's farm, those habits of industry and frugality which
are indispensable to success. He first obtained employment with
the White Mountain Railway, then in course of construction.
During his two years' service with the company, he contracted a
severe illness, from which he did not recover until nearly two years
after. Upon regaining his health, he was employed in a hotel, and
four years later came West, for one year travelling as advertising
agent for the New York Central & Hudson River Railway. In
1862, he went to Galesburg, 111., and for nearly four years was
proprietor of the Galesburg House. FCarly in the year 1S65, he
came to Chicago, and soon became one of the firm of Dutton &
Sawyer. Mr. Sawyer was married, in 1865, to Miss Susan Sawyer,
of Wells River, Vt. They have one son,—Frank E. Mr. Sawyer
is a member of Galesburg Lodge, A. F. & A.M., and was also a
member of the Commandery of Knights Templar in that city.
Alexander B. VanDervoort became the manager of the
livcrv stables of William J. McGarigle, when they were opened on
December 23, 1883. His associations with the business, however,
date to some months previously, when he assisted a friend on the
West Side who was unable, on account of a serious accident, to
attend to his duties. Mr. VanDervoort was born in Somerset
County, N. J., where his father was a farmer. He attended the
common schools, afterward becoming a pupil at Rutger's Grammar
School, subsequently attending Rutgcr's College, from v hich insti
tution he graduated in the class of 1874, receiving the title of B.A.,
and in due course the title of M.A. After leaving college, he be
gan the study of law in the office of the eminent criminal lawyer,
Abraham V. Schenck, at New Brunswick, X. J. Three and one
half years later, he was admitted to the New Jersey State Bar and
was made master and examiner in chancery. He immediately
entered upon the practice of the law at Jersey City, on December I,
1877, and, in February of the following year was appointed assist
ant prosecuting attorney of Hudson County, which comprises Jer
sey City and its environs. He held that position for nearlv four
years, ably conducting many important criminal cases in the courts
of that county. At the end of that time, through failing health,
brought on by overwork he was obliged to resign his official posi
tion and seek new strength by a change of scene and a relaxation
from the arduous toil attendant upon the duties of his office. Ac
cordingly, he paid a visit to Chicago, in 1881, and, having a naturai
love for riding and driving, has become sufficiently identified with
Chicago horsemen as to deserve mention in these pages. He holds
a responsible position at the present time, and enjoys the confidence
of his employer.

THE

LUMBER TRADE.

Few interests in Chicago are of more vital import
ance to the city's prosperity than the lumber trade.
From an insignificant beginning, in 1847, the trade has
attained almost phenomenal proportions. In 1856, the
receipts of lumber had reached 456,673,169 feet, which
were increased the following year to 459,639, 198 feet.
It is only natural that lumbermen should recog
nize an urgent necessity for some trade organization
which, operating under the authority of State law,
might be able to impose such regulations and re
strictions upon the trade as were deemed necessary for
its successful prosecution. They first looked to the
Board of Trade, which, by its charter, was authorized
to regulate the inspection of lumber and other matters
pertaining to the general trade in forest products.
Many firms had representatives in the Hoard, among
them being Bates & Co.; Hilliard, Howard & Morton;
T. M. Avery; Read A. Williams & Co.; Hannah, Lay
& Co.; Fraser & Gillette; Ferry & Sons; John M. Wil
liams; Chapin, Marsh & Foss; Holbrooks, EIkins& Co.;
Jacob Beidler; Pierson & Messer; R. K. Bickford; Artemas Carter; Holt & Mason; Throop, Larned & Co.;
Frost & Bradley, and George E. Scott (of the firm of
S. N. Wilcox & Co.). The Board of Trade intrusted
to such of its members as were lumbermen all matters
pertaining to the lumber business, and these gentlemen
held daily meetings in the afternoons, after the regular
business of the Board had been transacted. The in
spection of lumber was the most important matter that
came before them, and an inspection committee was
appointed, consisting of Eli Bates, George C. Morton,
T. M. Avery, Artemas Carter, R. H. Foss, R. K. Bick
ford and Mr. Dickey (who represented the firm of
Ferry & Sons). A sub-committee of this committee,
consisting of Artemas Carter and R. K. Bickford, was
appointed to draft rules for lumber inspection, which,
with modifications in minor points, are still in force.
The representative connection of Chicago lumber
men with the Board of Trade continued about two
years. The trade had become so vast, that a separate
organization was demanded, and effected under a special
act of incorporation, its title being The Lumbermen's
Board of Trade of Chicago. The incorporators were
Robert H. Foss, Eli Bates, T. M. Avery, George C.
Morton and Read A. Williams. Robert H. Foss was
the first president, and Nathaniel A. Haven the first sec
retary. The first exchange room was opened in the Lind
Block, at the corner of Market and Lake streets. There
daily meetings were held, business hours being from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. The financial distress resulting from
the panic of 1857 caused a diminution of interest in
the organization, and it practically passed out of exist
ence. It would, undoubtedly, have died from inanition,
had it not been for the commission men, who held an
nual meetings, elected officers, and discussed the ad
vantages of membership in the association. The yard
masters attended the meetings in full force, and, under
the leadership of Thaddeus Dean, secured control of the
organization and filled the offices with their own mem
bers. The commission men were thus deprived of the
control of an organization which they had for eight
years kept alive. The triumph of the yard-owners,

however, ultimately proved a benefit to both classes of
dealers.
During the winter of 1868-69, the Legislature, on
application, passed articles of incorporation for the
Lumbermen's Exchange of Chicago. The outgrowth
of this organization was the harmonizing of all differ
ences between the two classes of dealers. The Lum
bermen's Exchange still exists, and exercises a widely
felt influence upon the vast trade and commerce of the
nation. The date of the passage of the act of incorpo
ration was on March 31, 1869. The first step toward
organization under its provisions was taken on April
15, 1869, when a large meeting of lumber dealers was
held at No. 240 South Water Street. Artemas Carter
was made chairman, and W. L. Southworth secretary.
The first board of directors was composed of T.
M. Avery, George B. Roberts, William Blanchard, A.
C. Calkins, W. D. Houghteling, R. K. Bickford, A. F.
Dwight, Wirt Dexter, R. E. Queal, H. H. Porter, John
Garrick and H. T. Porter. Rules for the government
of the Exchange were drafted by the directors, and sub
mitted for approval to a meeting held on Wednesday,
April 21. The first officers of the board were: Presi
dent,'!'. M. Avery; Vice-President, W. D. Houghteling;
Secretary, W. L. Southworth; Treasurer, A. G. Van
Schaick. Upon election, Mr. Avery said there was no
reason why the largest lumber trade in the world should
not be conducted in the same way as other large trade
interests were, and it would be his aim to have this
brought about. W. L. Southworth, the secretary, then
read the following rules and by-laws, which were sub
mitted for the action of the members:
Preamble.—Having a desire to advance the commercial char
acter and promote the general lumber interests of Chicago and the
Northwest; and wishing to inculcate just and equitable principles in
trade; establish and maintain uniformity in die comme rcialusages
in the city; acquire, preserve and disseminate valuable business
information; and with a view to avoid, as far as practicable, the
controversies and misunderstandings which are apt to arise between
individuals engaged in irade, when they have no acknowledged rules
to guide them,—we, the members of the Lumbermen's Exchange
of Chicago, by virtue of the power vested in us by the preceding
charter, do hereby agree to be governed by the following rules and
by-laws :
A'11/e 1. —The name of this Association shall be the Lumber
men's Exchange of Chicago.
Rule 2. —The affairs of the corporation shall be managed by a
board of thirteen directors, to be elected annually. The officers
shall consist of a president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer.
The president and vice-president shall be elected annually by, and
selected from, said board of directors, and the said board of di
rectors shall appoint the secretary and treasurer, and require of
each proper bonds and securities for the faithful performance of
their duties. There shall be chosen, each year, live members of the
association, who shall hold their offices for one year, and shall
constitute the committee of arbitration. And also live other mem
bers of the association, who shall constitute the committee of
appeals. Elections shall be by ballot, and shall be held on the first
Monday in March of each year.
Rules j and 4 prescribed the duties of the president and vicepresident.
Rule j.—The directors shall appoint a secretary, treasurer,
and such inspectors, measurers, and other officers as are thought
proper, and shall establish rules, lix fees, compensation, etc. They
shall hold a meeting once in each month. They shall cause
to be provided suitable Exchange rooms, for meetings of mem
bers, which shall be kept open during the usual business hours,
and may provide dockage where cargoes may be exposed for sale,
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and shall make a special assessment on all such cargoes that may be market rates and the licensing of lumber inspectors,
offered for sale on the market, for the purpose of defraying such who are guided by rules formulated by the directory.
expenses of dockage. The board shall examine into charges of The publication of monthly statistical statements was
misconduct in business matters on the part of members, and may
suspend such members. If the party charged shall be found guilty commenced by George E. Stockbridge during his term of
of willfully neglecting to comply with the terms of any contract, office as secretary, and has since been continued. On
either written or verbal ; of making false or fictitious reports of Mr. Stockbridge's resignation, in March, 1879, A. H.
sales or purchases ; of a violation of any of the rules of the associ
ation, or any other act contrary to the spirit which should govern Hitchcock was elected his successor, and the latter was
all commercial transactions,—they shall report the same to the as succeeded by George W. Hotchkiss, in 1881.
The following is a complete list of the officers of the
sociation either at the regular annua] meeting or at a meeting called
for that purpose, and the member shall be expelled if so determined Lumbermen's Exchange, from its organization to the
by a majority of the members present. No member, however, present time:
shall l>e suspended or expelled without having an opportunity of
being heard in his own defense ; and any member having been
Presidtnts.—T. M. Avery, 1869; W. I). 1 loughtcling, 1870-71;
expelled shall be ineligible to membership until the association see A. (i. Van Schaick, 1S72: William Blanchard, 1673; A. C. Calk
proper to remove his disability. All votes on expulsion of mem
ins, 1S74-7S; Thaddeus Dean, 1876; Malcolm McDonald, 1877;
bers shall be by ballot. It shall be the duty of the board of di
Thaddeus Dean, 1878-79; A. A. Bigelow, 1880; A. 0. Van
rectors to cause proper notice to be given to any member of his Schaick, 1881 ; A. A. Carpenter, 1882; J. P. Kelcham, 1883-84;
suspension, expulsion or restoration under this rule, and to cause T. II. Swan, 18S5.
the same to be publicly announced on 'change. It shall be in the
I'iee-Preside/its. — \V. I). I loughtcling, 1869-71 ; William
power of the board of directors, from time to time, to establish a Blanchard, 1872: W. D. Phillips, 1873-74; S. A. Irish, 1875; A.
standard of grades for lumber, lath, shingles, timber, posts, or any A. Carpenter, 1876; S. A. Irish, 1877; John McLaren, 187S-79;
other article of traffic commonly dealt in by the members of this C. C. Thompson, 1S80; S. K. Martin, 1881; W. E. Kelley, 1882-S4;
association ; and the certificate of any inspector or measurer, Perley Lowe, 1885.
appointed by said board of directors, as to the quality and quantity
Secretaries. — W. L. Southworth, 180)9-75; George E. Stockof the same, and shall be binding upon the members of this association, bridge, 1S75-79; A. II. Hitchcock, 1879-80; G. W. Hotchkiss,
or others interested, who shall obtain, require or assent to the 1881-85.
employment of such inspectors or measurers ; nothing herein con
Treasurers.—A. G. Van Schaick, 1869-74; J. J. Borland, 1874,
tained, however, shall compel the employment by any one of any A. G. Van Schaick, 1874-81; John McLaren, 18S1-82; A. G. Van
such appointee. The board may appoint special committees and Schaick, 1882-85.
representative delegates, and may provide legal aid.
Pules 6 and 7 prescribed the duties of the secretary and
In 1859, the Lumber Manufacturers' Association
treasurer.
was formed. For a time it exerted a peculiar influence
Rule S. —It shall be the duly of the committee of arbitration
to investigate and decide all disputes which shall come before it. on the market. An under estimate of the prospective
Its decisions may be appealed from, and carried to the committee receipts of 1859, issued by the Association, resulted in a
of appeals, whose decision shall be final. Three members of either temporarily firmer market. In April, prices advanced
committee shall form a quorum, and, in case of absence, vacancies $1 a thousand, sales being made at from §7 to $9. This
may be filled by the choice of contending parties. Members failing advance stimulated manufacture for this market, and,
to attend, unless for satisfactory reasons, shall be fined three dollars. from all points along the western shore of Lake Michi
The fees for arbitration and appeals shall be as follows: For each
award uncjer $i,ono, $10: for each award from$i,ooo upward, $20. gan, nearly everything in the shape of a log was shipped
The secretary shall receive three dollars fee for each case. The to Chicago ; the receipts of the year exceeded the
annual assessment is considered due when made, and any person Association's estimate by more than one hundred mill
failing to pay such assessment within ten days thereafter shall for
feit his membership. Each firm or business house, all the resident ion feet and a fluctuation of prices was the result. An
members of which are members of the Lumbermen's Exchange, exception may be noted as regards first, second and
shall be entitled to one clerk's ticket of admission to the Exchange third clears, which sold at considerably higher prices,
Room, such clerk to l>e an employe of the firm applying for the the quotations in March of that year (immediately after
ticket, and to be approved by the board of directors, but no clerk
opening of the Illinois and Michigan Canal) being
shall be entitled to transact any business on the floor of the Exchange the
Room, for himself, or for any other person than the employer to $14, $19, and §24 respectively, and, in June following,
several lots were sold to St. Louis customers at $16,
whom the ticket is issued.
$23 and $28. But, later in the season, prices nded
After the adoption of these rules, forty lumber deal
materially lower. Over-production was in part respons
ers became members of the Exchange.
At a meeting held on April 29, 1869, the directors ible for this, though other causes were also at work,
recommended the appointment of Russell K. Bickford, among them the indebtedness of the farmers, which was
George R. Roberts, William Klanchard, A. F. Dwight, unusually heavy.
One of the remarkable features of the lumber trade
and A. C. Calkins as an inspection committee, with
authority to appoint inspectors to be licensed by the in i860, was the shipment of clear lumber from Chicago
Lumbermen's Exchange, and the entire matter of the to Albany, N. Y., and to several points in New Eng
inspection of lumber, including rules and rates, was land, and the establishment of a substantial trade with
referred to this committee. The following committees Cincinnati, Indianapolis and other points in Indiana and
Ohio. In 1864, the receipts of lumber from Western
were then appointed:
Arbitration.—Addison Ballard, J. C. Maxwell, A. A. Bigelow, Canada were unusually large, owing to the high prices
ruling in the Chicago market, notwithstanding the high
(i. (i. Wolcott and Malcolm McDonald.
Appeals.—Jacob lieidler, Jesse Spalding, S. II. McCrea, J. C. rates of exchange. The high prices of that season may
Brooks and T. M. Avery.
be attributed directly to a scarcity of lumber, caused by
During the first year of its existence, the Exchange low water in the Mississippi and its tributaries, pre
exerted comparatively little influence upon the trade. venting the cutting of lumber on the upper streams.
A change of officers occurred in 1875; VV. W. Calkins The season being a prosperous one for agriculturists
led to the erection of larger and better farm buildings
being elected president and George E. Stockbridge sec
retary. It is due to the first secretary, W, L. South- throughout the country—and especially the Northwest—
worth, to say that he gave five years of service without thus stimulating the demand for forest products. 'The
any remuneration other than a small percentage on the low water, however, also prevailed in the Illinois River,
throwing transportation upon the railroads, whose facili
amount collected for dock rents.
Since 1876, the Exchange has directed its efforts ties were already taxed to the utmost by the forwarding
of troops and supplies. With high water in 1864, the
mainly to the collection of statistics regarding the re
ceipts and shipments of lumber, as well as of the ruling receipts of lumber in this market increased ninety
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million feet; while the increase for 1865, over that of
1864, amounted to more than one hundred and fortyfive million feet. The noticeable feature of the trade
of 1870, was the shipment of lumber from this market
to the interior of Wisconsin, and its sale there at lower
prices than those at which it could be procured from
the forests of the State. The average price of first
clears during that year was $35 a thousand.
Careful estimates, made by competent authorities, fix
the total consumption of lumber throughout the United
States at ten billion feet, one-tenth of which was re
ceived and handled in the Chicago market.
In 1 868, a movement was started to transfer the
lumber business to what has since been known as the
New Lumber District. A series of canals was excavated
by the Soutli Branch Dock Company, extending from
the river to Twenty-second Street, affording a dock
front of twelve thousand five hundred feet, which, to
gether with the river front adjoining, makes a total dock
front of nearly three miles. These canals are one hun
dred feet wide, and were, at first, eleven or twelve feet
deep ; since then, they have been dredged to the depth
of from twelve to fourteen feet. The lots owned by
the South Branch Dock Company were one hundred by
two hundred and forty-four feet in size, each having a
dock and street front, and being furnished with a switch
track connecting with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, thus placing them in direct communication
with the entire railway system of the Northwest. These
lots were rented to lumber dealers at ten dollars a foot
per annum. In 1868, the lumber trade of Chicago
reached the enormous proportion of nine hundred and
ninety -four million feet, anil this immense trade moved
southward to the new district as rapidly as it could find
accommodations. In the spring of 1869, about forty
lumber firms were doing business there, besides eight
first-class planing mills. Colonel R. B. Mason was
then president of the South Branch Dock Company, and
under his direction the company completed a new canal
in the spring of 1869, the demand for dock-room keep
ing pace with the company's ability to furnish it.
Among the first lumber firms to move to the new
district were Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick, who
located on the west side of Joy's canal; T. W. Harvey,
who located on the east side of Mason's canal; the
Menominee River Lumber Company, also on the east
side of Mason's canal; the H. Witbeck Lumber Company
and the South Branch Lumber Company, on the west
side of Mason's canal. Others moved to this location,
until soon a considerable portion of the lumber trade
was transferred thereto.
The increase in the amount of lumber handled in
the Chicago yards became so great that a still further
extension of facilities was imperative, and, in 1881,
another district was addeii upon the South Branch of
the river, extending from Thirty-fifth Street to the city
limits at the Stock-Yards. To this territory, during
1881-82, were removed the yards of the B. L. Ander
son Company, Bigelow Bros., the Chicago Lumber
Company, Flinn & Uhrich, Adams, Lord & Co., S. R.
Howell & Co., and Crandall, Schultz & Co. Here, in
1884, occurred the first extensive conflagration origin
ating in a Chicago lumber yard. This fire commenced
in the yard of the Chicago Lumber Company, being

ignited by a spark from a passing locomotive. It was
not checked until twenty million feet of lumberand one
hundred million shingles, aggregating in value about
§400,000, had been consumed.
The extent of the trade demanding still greater
facilities, in 1884, the firms of Thaddeus Dean & Co.,
James Charnley Lumber Company, and D. F. Gross &
Co., removed from the Twenty-second Street district to
South Chicago, where several firms had already pre
ceded them, and whither they were followed, in 1884-S5,
by the Commercial Mill <Si Lumber Company, L. Sands
& Co., Thomas Stimson and Josiah S. Leonard. With
the growth of the city toward the north, various yards
were soon established on the North Branch in various
localities, their business being at first largely confined
to the supply of a retail demand from this section of
the city.
The use of hardwood lumber gradually increased
with the establishment of manufacturing interests, par
ticularly that of furniture, and in 1885, the number of
yards of this character increased to thirty, handling an
average of about three hundred million feet of hard
wood lumber annually, and carrying stocks averaging
about forty- five million feet, embracing all varieties of
native timber with a liberal supply of foreign woods.
The volume of trade in this department comprises, at
the present time (1886 , about one sixth of the sum total
of the lumber trade of the city, its supplies being drawn
from nearly everyone of the Western, Northwestern and
Southern States.
Reference has been made above to the Lumber
Manufacturers' Association. That organization had
but an ephemeral existence. When its ability to in
fluence market rates had ceased, it died. In 1883, was
formed the organization known as the Lumber Manu
facturers' Association of the Northwest, embracing in
its membership representatives from the leading manu
facturing interests of Michigan, Wisconsin and Minne
sota, with headquarters at Chicago. The association
holds semi-annual meetings and collects and publishes a
large amount of statistical information.
The lumber yards of Chicago, in 1885, if consoldated in one, and the lumber piled in a solid body,
twenty feet in height, would probably occupy a space
fully one mile square; but spread as the business is,
through various sections of the city, it occupies a clock
and stock frontage of probably twenty miles. In the
transportation by lake, not far from five hundred steam
ers and sailing craft are employed, landing eight thou
sand cargoes a year. In addition, not less than thirty
thousand railroad cars, averaging ten thousand feet a
car, are emploved in supplying the yards.
In the sale and shipment of lumber (the majority of
which is shipped to the West and South , about two hun
dred thousand cars are yearly demanded. The number
of dealers in pine lumber in the city, in 1885, was one
hundred and twenty; of dealers in hardwood, fifty
while the number of commission men was one hundred
and five. The aggregate capital invested in the busi
ness was about $18,000,000, and the total value of the
forest products received was about §50,000,000.
The following tables give a concise resume of the
business transacted:

THE LUMBER TRADE.
Shipments and Receipts ok Lumber and Shingles, from
1872 to 1885, INCLUSIVE.
SHII'MENTS.
Year.
Shingles.

Lumber.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885

.. 1,183,659, 280!
1,123,368, 671
.. 1,060.688, 700I
1,157,194, 433|
.. I.039.7S5, 265
-■ i,9°5,405, 362:
-. 1,179,984, 7io|
-• 1,467,720, 091
1,564,538, 118
.. 1,906,639, 000
.. 2,116,341, 000
.. 1,897,815, 000
.. 1,821,317, 000
.. 1,731,676, 000

Shingles.

Lumber.

6lO, 824,420 417,827,375
517, 923,000 561,544,379
619, 278,630 580,673,674
635, 708,000 628,485,014
566, 978,000 566,124.287
546. 442,000 586,780,825
693, 544,750 626,380,899
670, 956,000 745,881,837
650, 922,500 1,517,979,504*
866, 075,000 1,844,062,831
954, 549,000 1,974.543,655
,185, 108,000 1,906,592,356
9J9, 706,000 940,147,000
,296, 591,000 806,492,000

436, 827,000
407, 505,000
370, 196,000
299, 426,000
214, 389.750
170, 214,500
123, 233,807
146, 919,750
652, 259,500*
793, 890, 506
909, 758.144
1,028, 974,854
1,007, 458,385
660, 000,000

•This remarkable increase is due to the fact that, previous to 1880, the
figures only exhibit shipments by rail, while after that date they represent the
entire distribution and include the city trade.
It is interesting, in this connection, to trace the con
dition of the cargo market at three several periods of
the season, and compare prices with those prevailing at
the same date for the year preceding. With this end in
view, data have been selected and presented at about the
opening, the middle and the close of the season, with
the following; result :
Year.

Month.

Joist and
scantling.

1874..

May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.
May
Aug.
Dec.

$9
8
9
8
8
8
8
7
7
7
7
7
8
7
7
6
6
9
8
9
8
11
12
14
11
11
11
9
9
9
9
8
8
8
8
9

1875..
I376 . _
_
I877 -__
_
1878 ..
__
1879..
I88O..
I88l ..
__
1882..
1883 ..
1884
1885..

25
25
00
50
25
50
00
50
00
00
25
37)4
3TA
75
00
75 ,
37>4
00
50
00
62
50
50
75
25
37>4
STA
25
75
12X
37 54
50
25
75
50

Common board Shingles.
and strips.
$IO
IO
10
9
9
11
11
10
9
9
9
9
10
9
9
8
8
11
11
12
II
12
12
14
15
17
16
12
11
11
M
13
13
11
11
14

50
50
00
75
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
12'A
25
00
50
00
00
00
00
50
25
75
75
62 A
50
87)4
00
25
50
50
50
50
50
75
5o

$2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
a
2
2
2
1
2
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
1
2
2
2
2

87
80
60
50
40
50
25
00
12
10
10
35
75
95
00
55
55
35
12<A
05
30
55
75
90
85
90
82
62 y2
57
40
25
83
32
20
30
25

Laths.
$2
I
1
1
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

12
75
75
50
50
60
25
15
15
25
25
75
3754
25
35
20
12
75
8754
75
75
75
80
90
40
25
25
15
60
70
65
32
50
50
50
40

George R. Roberts was one of the early lumber dealers in
Chicago, having come here from Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1S46.
He established a lumber yard, in 1847, on the river, between Madi
son and Randolph streets, continuing at that point until burned out
by the incendiary fires of that year. In 1847, he sold out to Devillo
R. Holt. He then sold lumber manufactured by his father and
brother, at Grand Rapids, Mich. Then he and T. S. Parker formed
a co-partnership, which was terminated in 1862, Mr. Roberts buy
ing the interest of Mr. Parker. In 1863, Mr. Roberts formed a
24
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co-partnership with William H. Waite, who was at the time secre
tary of the Western Marine & Fire Insurance Company, which was
then doing a banking business. This co-partnership ceased in
March, 1866, J. W. Calkins and M. 13. Hull buying out Mr. Waite.
The firm name was then Roberts, Calkins & Hull until the fall of
1868, when Mr. Calkins retired and Roberts & Hull continued the
business until the death of Mr. Roberts in June, 1875. Mr. Hull then,
for three years, by direction of Mr. Roberts's will, continued the
business and closed up the estate. The lumber of this firm was
manufactured at Muskegon, Mich., and their yard, in 1861, was at
the corner of Wells and Harrison streets. From 1861 to 1868, it
was on Clark Street, near the crossing of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad. In the latter year the yard business was sold out,
and the firm confined themselves strictly to the manufacture of
lumber, selling only by the cargo, after that time, until 1878, when
Mr. Roberts's interest in the business was sold to A. B. Watson, of
Grand Rapids, who thus became a partner of Mr. Hull, the firm
becoming then M. B. Hull & Co., under which name they contin
ued until January, 1880, when they sold their entire interests in
Michigan to Blodgett & Byrne.
M. B. Hull was born in Berlin, Rensselaer Co., N. Y., in
1832, the son of Benjamin L. and Maria (Jones) Hull. He spent
his early life, up to the age of seventeen, on a farm, and then taught
school. In 1S53, he commenced his business life as bookkeeper
for James H. Jones, lumber dealer in Allegany County, N. Y.,
continuing in that position three years. He then went to Dubuque,
Iowa, and, from 1S56 to 1859, clerked in a wholesale dry goods
house. In September, 1859, he came to Chicago, and travelled
through the Northwest, collecting doubtful claims for Eastern
wholesale houses. In 1861, he accepted a clerkship in the firm of
George R. Roberts & Co., lumber dealers, and, in 1866, became a
member of the firm. Mr. Hull married Eudora E. Denison,
daughter of Jonathan Denison, of Rensselaer County, N. Y. They
have two children,—Morton D. and Maude E. (twins).
J. Beidler & Bro. Lumber' Company.—Jacob Beidler, the
originator of this firm, commenced dealing in lumber in 1847. His
yard was then located on West Water Street, between Lake and
Randolph streets. In 1853, it was moved to the corner of Canal
and Madison streets, where it remained until 1855. In 1854, A. F.
Hathaway was admitted to partnership, and the name of the firm be
came the J. Beidler & Bro. Lumber Co. Subsequently, Aaron and
Henry Beidler were admitted to the firm. In January, 1856, Aaron
Beidler and A. F. Hathaway retired, and their places were taken by
M. J. Brown and Robert P. Easton. In i860, by the retirement of
these two, the firm became J. Beidler & Bro., so remaining until
iSji, when it became an incorporated company with Jacob Beidler,
president; A. F. Beidler, secretary; and M. F. Rittenhouse, treas
urer. In 1882, Henry Beidler retired from the firm, and, in 1883,
Mr. Rittenhouse also retired; then W. H. Beidler became treasurer
in place of Mr. Rittenhouse, the president and secretary remaining
the same. After having located successively at Canal and Jackson
streets and Beach and Taylor, they moved, in 1863, to Loomis and
Twenty-second streets. In 1883, the original yard was moved to
their present location. In 1869, a hew yard was opened at Throop
and Twenty-second streets. The mills of this company are located
at Muskegon, Mich., where they employ upward of one hundred
men. They commenced the manufacture of lumber in 1854. In 1870,
they made about 18,000,000 feet of lumber, and in 1881 sold about
30,000,000 feet of lumber, 15,000,000 shingles and 10,000,000 lath.
South Branch Lumber Company. —This company was in
corporated in 1873, under the laws of Illinois. The officers at first
chosen have retained their positions ever since, and are Jacob Beid
ler, president; B. F. Furguson, treasurer; and Francis Beidler, sec
retary. For two years after the incorporation, they were at Loomis
and Twenty-second streets. They handle about fifty million feet
of lumber and twenty-five million shingles each year.
Jacob Beidler was born in Bucks County, Penn., in 1815. His
parents were Jacob and Susan (Krout) Beidler. Jacob spent his
early life upon a farm. He then learned cabinet-making, at which
he worked until he was twenty-one years of age, after which he
worked at carpentering. In the spring of 1842, he moved to Spring
field, 111., and worked the first year at the carpenter trade. He
then established himself in the grocery business with Daniel Barnes,
under the firm name of Beidler & Barnes, and remained therein one
year. Mr. Beidler, in the spring of 1844, sold his interest to his
brother, Henry Beidler, and returned to Bucks County, Penn.
There he married Mary Ann Funk, and returned to Springfield in
May, 1844; in August, coming to Chicago. Here he worked at the
carpenter trade for Van Osdel Bros. & Thorp until the fall of 1845,
when he started a shop with James McGee, as the firm of Beidler
& McGee. In the winter of 1846, Mr. Beidler purchased the in
terest of Mr. McGee. In 1847, he started a lumber yard, between
Randolph and Lake streets, at the same time continuing his car
penter shop up to 1850, when he sold out to James Lyon. In 1854,
he closed out his lumber yard and founded the J. Beidler & Bro.
Lumber Company. Mr. Beidler has six children living,—Augustus
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F., William H., Francis, Emma, David, and George, and one de
ceased, John, who was drowned in Lake Michigan.
McMullen & Officer. —This firm was instituted in 1849, byAlexander Officer.
Alexander Officer was born in New Cumberland, Penn., in
1817, the son of Alexander and Sarah (Shock) Officer. He learned
the tanner's trade from his father, and continued in his employ until
the spring of 1845, when he came West. He then located at Mount
Carroll, Carroll Co., 111., where he remained until the spring of 1848.
In that year he came to Chicago, and became bookkeeper for Syl
vester I.ind, remaining with him until 1849, when he established
himself in the lumber business, on Market Street, between Randolph
and Washington streets. In 1849, James McMullen, Jr., entered
his employment as clerk, and thus commenced the business relation
which resulted in the formation of the firm. In 1861, Mr. Officer
retired from the lumber business, and a new firm was organized,
under the style of McMullen, Funk & Co., the members being
James McMullen, Jr., John F. Funk and Jacob lieidler; this firm
operated one yard at No. 10 North Canal Street and another at the
corner of Lake and Jefferson streets. In 1866, Mr. Officer pur
chased the interests of Mr. Funk and Mr. Beidler, and the firm
name became McMullen & Officer. The firm occupied the two
yards until 1869, when they removed to the southwest corner of
Throop and Lumber streets, and in 1876 removed to the corner of
Main and Cologne streets. Mr. Officer was married to the adopted
daughter of Dr. Dickinson, of Peoria, 111., in 1850. His wife died
in i860, leaving two children,—Walter and Kate. Kate is now the
wife of R. A. Keyes, of the firm of Franklin MacVeagh & Co. In
1863, Mr. Officer was married, in Philadelphia, to his present wife,
the daughter of Samuel Hempel of that city.
James McMullen was born in Ireland. Wrhen he was five
years old, his father emigrated from that country to St. Lawrence
County, N. Y., where James remained until 1843. He then came
to this city and found employment with John Kinzie, and afterward
with Granger & Van Osdel, who had a foundry on North Water
Street, between Wells and LaSalle streets. In 1846, he went to
work for B. W. Thomas, a lumber dealer, and in 1849 entered the
employment of Alexander Officer. Since April 15, 1846, Mr.
McMullen has been engaged in the lumber trade, and is therefore
probably the oldest continuous lumber dealer in the city. He mar
ried Margaret Curran, daughter of Philip Curran, of Ireland.
She died in 1855, leaving one child, Elizabeth, now wife of Eugene
Keogh, of Chicago. He was married a second time to Mar)- A.
Young, of Canada; they have six children living,—John H., Walter
J., William T., Agnes E., Alice M., and Mary A.
George C. Morton, one of the old lumbermen of this city,
was born on October 25, 1 819, in Genesee County, N. Y., the son
of Eleazer and Joanna (Cotton) Morton. He received his early edu
cation at his native place, and there did some boy's work upon his
father's farm. In 1831, he went with his parents to Medina County,
Ohio, where he also attended school, and in 1834, removed with his
parents to St. Joseph, Mich., where his father resided until his death
in 1S64. In 1847, Mr. Morton commenced his business life at Mil
waukee, Wis., going into the lumber trade, and there remained two
years, when he came to this city. Here, he became a member of the
firm of Morton, Gilbert & Co., the partners being Thomas D. and
F. B. Gilbert, of Grand Haven, Mich., and the lumber yard being
situated on the West Side, between Monroe and Adams streets.
He there remained in same business association until 1855, when he
formed a partnership with Laurin P. Hilliard, under the firm name
of Hilliard & Morton, their yard being on the corner of Market
and Adams streets, where the Farwell Block now stands. In 1861,
on account of ill-health, Mr. Morton sold out his lumber interest,
but remained more or less connected therewith, until 1866, when he
again resumed active operations, and continued them until 1869,
when he permanently retired from the lumber trade. Since that
time Mr. Morton has been engaged in real-estate interests and in
the settlement of various estates, at the present time being interested
in the real-estate business, principally in the matters pertaining to
the management of his own property. During all these years the
name of George C. Morton has been a synonym for business integ
rity and personal rectitude, and he has been deservedly honored by
his associates and friends therefor. He was president of the Lum
bermen's Association about 1866, and vice-president of the Board of
Trade in 1856. He was married on September 9, 1851, to Miss
Charity J. Rathbun, of Grand Rapids, Mich. They have four
children,—Anna, Cornelia, Albert H. and Eugene C. Mr. Morton
and family are members of St. Paul's Universalist Church, of which
congregation he has been an officer for about five years and a con
stant attendant for thirty years.
Artemas Carter was one of the early lumbermen of Chicago,
having come to this city in 1850 for the purpose of engaging in
that business. He was born on a farm near Leominster, Mass., on
August 17, 1813, the son of James and Sarah Carter. I lis educa
tion was obtained at the district school contiguous to his native

place. At the age of fourteen he went to work in a store at Leo
minster, remaining one year, and was then employed three years in a
dry goods store at Salem, Mass. He then moved to Boston and
entered a dry goods store,vmd after some time began business for
himself, as the head of the firm of Carter & Nye, the firm afterward
becoming Carter & Stanfield. In 1848, he left Boston and went to
Saugatuck, Mich., at the mouth of the Kalamazoo River, where he
erected a saw-mill and was engaged as a manufacturer of lumber
two years. He then came to Chicago and opened a lumber yard
on Peyton Street, near Kinzie, which he operated until i860, when
he became a commission dealer, and continued thus during the re
mainder of his business career. While in the lumber trade his sales
were very large, amounting some years to 25,000,000 feet of lum
ber and 200,000 shingles. Mr. Carter died on May 10, 1S77, of
apoplexy, at Winnetka, 111. He was a man highly honored by all
his acquaintances. In 1857, he was elected alderman for the Fifth
Ward, and, in 1 87 1 , he was chosen State senator on the " fire-proof
ticket," at the same time that Joseph Medill was elected mayor of
Chicago. Mr. Carter wasa member of Unity Church, at which his
funeral services occurred on Monday, May 15, 1877.
Hannah, Lay & Co.—This company was started in 1850 by
Perry Hannah, Albert Tracy I^ay, and James Morgan, their lum
ber yard being originally located at the corner of Canal and Jack
son streets. Mr. Hannah had been previously employed for three
years as a clerk by Jacob Beidler & Co., and Mr. Lay had but re
cently come to Chicago. In 1852, William Morgan was admit
ted to partnership, but the firm name remained the same. Hannah,
Lay & Co. advertised themselves as wholesale and retail dealers in
lumber, lath, shingles, timber and cedar posts. In i860, their
lumber yard was transferred to its present location, and the com
pany is still composed of the four gentlemen last named above.
Their mills are located at Traverse City and Long Lake, Mich.,
having an aggregate capacity of twenty-five million feet per an
num. They also have a planing-mill at Traverse City, capable of
dressing fifteen million feet a year. They own a large number of
acres of choice pine and hardwood timber land, and their yard has
a frontage of 1,000 feet. They employ nearly five hundred men,
and own the steamers " City of Traverse," " T. S. Faxton," and
" City of Grand Rapids, " styled The Chicago, Grand Traverse &
Mackinaw Line. Perry Hannah is a resident of Michigan.
J. K. Russell & Co.—The business of this firm dates back to
1850, the members then being Reuben Cleveland and J. K. Russell,
when it was located at the southwest corner of Fulton and Jeffer
son streets, where the firm employed about seventy-five hands.
Their mill was burned in April, 1852, then re-built on the north side
of Fulton Street. It wasagain destroyed by fire in November, 1856,
but was immediately re-built, and was burned again on June 6, i860,
and re-built the same summer. It was destroyed by fire in Decem
ber, 1868, by which misfortuhe the loss was about $45,000, but
was re-built and considerably enlarged. After being in running
order, it did for some time the largest business of any mill in the
city, with one exception. In November, 1869, this building was
totally destroyed by fire, the loss being §125,000, with no insurance,
either at this time or the time preceding. The business was then
transferred to thewarehouse, which was used for factory purposes until
the building now used was completed, early in 1877. It is occupied
by five different firms, one of them being J. K. Russell & Co., who
are engaged in the planing-mill business and in the manufacture of
sash, doors and blinds. In the factory about seventy-five hands are
employed, and in the planing-mill about twenty, while in the en
tire building, which contains, besides the planing-mill and factory,
several furniture manufacturing firms. About three hundred men
are employed.
J. A'. Russell was born in 1S25, in Upper Bay Quinte, Canada,
the son of Timothy David and Eliza (Tate) Russell. His father
moved to Sycamore, 111., in 1853, and died there in 1883 ; his
mother is still living at Sycamore. Mr. Russell was brought up on
a farm. In 1S49, he came to Chicago, and at once engaged in
building docks and warehouses with Reuben Cleveland, the firm
being Cleveland & Russell. In 1 857, he commenced the work of
contracting and building the freight station and grain house at the
terminus of the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad, and
along the Chicago & Rock Island Railroad, up to its completion to
Rock Island. In 1856, he became a member of the County Board,
serving one year. He has been a member of the Masonic Order
since 1854, and was one of the charter members of Cleveland
Lodge, No. 211, A.F. & A.M., and is also a member of the Royal
Arch Masons and of the Royal and Select Masters. Mr. Russell
was married, in 1S56, to Miss Mary J. Randall, of Waukesha, Wis.
She is a daughter of Hon. Phineas Randall, and sister of Alexander
W. Randall, postmaster-general under President Johnson. Mr. and
Mrs. Russell have three children, — Edwin T., Mary Gertrude and
John K.
Reuben Clervland, the former partner of Mr. Russell, was born
in Montreal, Canada, in 1S14. He was of English ancestry, and
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a relative of.Grover Cleveland, president Of the United States.
His father was a ship-builder, and he, at an early age, became a
contractor and builder. At the age of eighteen he was married to
Miss Julia Slosson, in Clinton County, N. Y. After his marriage,
he returned to Montreal, remaining there for a number of years en
gaged as a contractor and builder. In 1848, he came to Chicago,
where he followed his trade, and also became associated with J. K.
Russell in the manufacture of sash, doors and blinds, continuing
in this business until 1859. About this time he was appointed, by
Mayor John C. Haines as commissioner of public works. At the
breaking out of the Rebellion, he became captain of Co. " F," 8th
Illinois Cavalry, a company which had been organized by Governor
Beveridge. After serving about eighteen months, he was obliged to
resign his commission on account of ill-health. At the close of the
War, he was appointed tobacco inspector in the Internal Revenue
Department. At the end of one year, he was appointed, by Mayor
Medill, as police commissioner, and after four years' service in that
capacity, he was again appointed tobacco inspector. His wife died
in 1874, and he afterward married Mrs. E. B. McClintock, who
survives him. His children living are Mrs. Amelia Waterman,
Mrs. Esther Buckley, S. E. Cleveland and T. D. Cleveland. Mr.
Cleveland became a member of the Masonic order in 1854, and at a
later date he founded Cleveland Lodge, No. 211. He was also a
member of Washington Chapter, No. 43, R.A.M.: Apollo Commandery, No. 1, K.T.; Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S., 32° ; and
also a Knight of the Red Cross of Rome and Constantine. He
was a member of Post No. 28, G.A.R., and of the Veteran Union
League Club. His death occurred on July 9, 1884.
Thk S. N. Wilcox Lumber Company was organized and
incorporated in 1873, at White Cloud, Mich., under the laws of
that State, with $100,000 capital. The officers at the time of incor
poration were S. N. Wilcox, president ; George G. Wilcox, vicepresident ; F. S. Newell, secretary; and Frederick K. Ramsey,
treasurer. The objects of the organization were to manufacture
lumber, to hold pine lands, and to deal in general merchandise. In
Michigan they own a saw-mill, planing-mill, lumber yards, a store,
offices, etc. The mill was moved, in January, 1881, to Whitehall,
near the mouth of the White River, in order to afford the advan
tages of shipment by water as well as by rail. At this time George
G. Wilcox was elected general manager of the company. Upon
the death of S. N. Wilcox, George W. Smith was elected president.
The business of this company has been very prosperous, as is shown
by the existence of a surplus of $250,000. It consists in the man
ufacture and the handling of pine lumber and shingles by whole
sale; and the company, although it has cleared many thousand
acres of pine timber, yet has sufficient to last for a number of
years to come.
Sex/us Newell Wilcox was born on February 11, 1826, at En
field, N.Y., the son of Erastus Wilcox, who settled in Chicago in 1839.
He became a farmer's boy for about a year, but not finding farm
life congenial to his tastes he returned to Chicago, and learned the
tinner's trade, commencing with Botsford & Beers, and afterward
was in the employ of William Blair, becoming a journeyman tin
ner while in his employ. He followed this trade about eight years,
and then embarked in the shingle business on his own account,
then into the lumber business. From about 1S50 til! 1854, he was
one of the firm of T. Newell & Co., lumber dealers, Chicago In
the spring of 1854, he organized the firm of Wilcox & Lyon, and
soon after Wilcox, Lyon & Co. The panic of 1857 proving disas
trous, Wilcox, Lyon & Co. were compelled to make an assignment,
and a dissolution of the firm followed. Soon afterward, S. N.
Wilcox took up the assignment and continued the lumber business
alone. In 1864, he built one of the largest steam saw-mills on Mus
kegon Lake, which he owned until 1S67. In 1873, he became the
founder of White Cloud, a village of Newaygo County. Mich.,
where he built a large steam saw-mill and water planing-mill.
About this time he incorporated the S. N. Wilcox Lumber Com
pany. From the first, he felt the greatest faith in the future of
pine timber lands, and located such land as rapidly as his means
would permit, and so laid the foundation for an estate worth
nearly a million dollars at the time of his death. He was married
in September, 1855, to Miss Arabella G. Ewer, of Kenosha, Wis.,
by whom he had three children, one only of whom is living, Charles
S. Wilcox. He was married the second time to Miss Sarah Ann
Adams, daughter of Rev. Mr. Adams. They had five children,
two of whom are living,—Walter D. and Anna Adelaide. He was
a member of Jefferson Park Presbyterian Church and the Illinois
Club. He was for some time a commissioner and president of the
West Chicago Park Board. In 1881, in company with several others,
he visited the north shore of Lake Superior, on an excursion for
business and pleasure, and was accidentally drowned at the mouth
of the Manitou River, on June 17, 18S1.
George G. Wilcox, vice-president and manager of the S. N.
Wilcox Lumber Company, was born in April, 1848, in Chicago.
His education was received at the city public schools. At the age
of thirteen he entered the large dry goods house of J. I_>. Shay &
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Co., at a salary of $2 a week. Subsequently he spent three years
in the East, in connection with the Atlantic & Great Western Rail
way, and, in 1873, entered the employ of S. N. Wilcox. Remain
ing thus engaged until the death of his brother, in June, 1881, he
then devoted his time more particularly to the interests of the S. N.
Wilcox Lumber Company, and soon assumed its general manage
ment. This position he still retains, and is also administrator and
trustee of his brother's estate. He is likewise largely interested in pine
lands, both in Michigan and Wisconsin. He is a member of Evans
Lodge, No. 524, A.F. &A.M., at Evanston, and of St. Mark's
Episcopal Church. He was married in December, 1S70, to Miss
Mary Church, daughter of Hon. Gaylord Church, of Meadville, Pa.,
who was on the Supreme llench of that State for a term of years, and
was for ten years presiding judge of Crawford County. Mr. W7ilcox
has two children,—Anna Jane and Gaylord S.
T. M. Avery & Son.—T. M. Avery came to Chicago in 1851,
and, forming a partnership with Read A. Williams, bought out the
lumber business of Leonard & Williams, taking the firm name of
Williams & Avery. They located their yard at the corner of Canal
and Fulton streets, where they remained until 1877, moving in that
year to the corner of Twenty-second and Laflin streets. In 1875,
Charles O. Avery was admitted to the partnership, and the firm
name became T. M. Avery & Son, remaining thus until they sold
out their interest to Bryant, Marsh & Wood, on February 1, 1881.
The latter firm still conduct the business. T. M. Avery was the
first dealer in Chicago to exclusively handle Saginaw lumber. He
started with about $12,000. The first year he sold nearly 3,000,000
feet of lumber, increasing his business very rapidly from that time.
Thomas Morris Avery, one of the oldest and best known citi
zens of Chicago, was born at Perryville, Madison Co., N. V., on
October 12, 1822, and is the son of Oren and Abigail (Morris)
Avery. His school days were spent in his native town until he
arrived at the age of fifteen, when he began commercial life in the
general store of Harvey Morris, of Woodstock, N. Y., and contin
ued with him until 1840, when Mr. Morris died. At the age of
twenty, he assumed charge of the establishment, and shortly after
ward purchased the business, and carried it on successfully until
1851. Coming to this city, after disposing of his business at Wood
stock, he formed a partnership with Read A. Williams, and engaged
in the lumber business on Canal Street, between Fulton and Kinzie.
In 1856, the partnership was dissolved, and Mr. Avery continued
the business in his own name until 1S76, when his son, Charles O.,
was admitted into partnership. In addition to this business he was
elected president of the Elgin Watch Company, which position he
still fills. The company was organized in 1864, when was laid the
foundation of the vast establishment which has become one of the
greatest industries of the West. Its rapid growth and steadily in
creasing volume of business compelled Mr. Avery, during 1880, to
abandon the lumber business and devote his entire attention to the
interests of the Watch Company. The first office was in the old
Ogden building, at the corner of Lake and Clark streets, and after
the conflagration of 1871, the First Congregational Church served
as temporary quarters until suitable offices were found at the corner
of State and Monroe streets. After a year's stay in the latter place,
they removed to their present location. Aside from his connection
with the Elgin Watch Company, Mr. Avery is best known as a
lumberman. His long career in that line of business, beginning
when Chicago had but twenty-five thousand inhabitants and con
tinuing through the varied phases which have marked its history,
has made his name a familiar one. Genial, kind-hearted, and of
unblemished character, he is held in high esteem by society and the
business world. He married Miss Margaret E. Morris, of Wood
stock, N. Y., in 1845. She died in 1872, leaving two sons, —
Charles O. and Frank M. The latter is still living.
Martin Ryerson & Co.—The origin of this firm was the
partnership established in 1851 between John M. Williams, Martin
Ryerson and R. W. Morris, under the firm name of Williams. Ry
erson & Co. Their lumber yard was located at the corner of Canal
and Fulton streets. In 1854, Watts T. Miller became associated
with Messrs. Ryerson and Morris, Mr. Williams retiring, and the
firm became Ryerson, Miller & Co. Mr. Williams entered the firm
of L. S. Ellsworth & Co. In 1S59, Mr- Miller retired from the
firm, which then became Ryerson & Morris. About this time the
company opened a second lumber yard on Beach Street, at foot of
DeKoven and Bunker streets. In 1865, Mr. Morris retired, leav
ing Mr. Ryerson alone, in Chicago, until 1867. In 1865, Henry
II. Getty, Ezra Stevens and Charles T. Hills were admitted to
partnership in the Michigan business, the name there becoming
Ryerson, Hills & Co. In 1867, the firm in Chicago became Mar
tin Ryerson & Co. Ezra Stevens retired in 1868, and the firm
continued with three members until 1880, when Martin A. Ryerson
was admitted to partnership. The mills of this company are located
at Muskegon and Laketon, Mich., and their specialty is pine.
Each of these mills has a capacity of 100,000 feet in ten hours,
while the one mill with which Mr. Ryerson commenced the manu
facture of lumber, in 1841, was capable of sawing but 7,ouo feet in
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twenty-four hours. The company have now no lumber yard in
Chicago, selling most of their lumber at the mills. They manufac
ture during the the season, which consists of about seven months,
from thirty-five to forty million feet of lumber.
Martin Ryerson was born in Bergen County, N. J., in 1818.
At the age of sixteen, he left home and went to Michigan, and
entered the employ of an Indian trader, Richard Godfrey, of Grand
Rapids, remaining with him one year. In 1835, he was with Louis
Campau for one year, then with Joseph Trouttier for three years at
Muskegon. In 1839, he engaged with T. Newell at Muskegon,
who owned a saw-mill and general store, with whom he remained
two years. He then purchased the interest of Mr. Newell in his
general store, and contracted with him to run the saw-mill. In
1845, he purchased the saw-mill, which was carried on by Green &
Ryerson, and afterward by Ryerson & Knickerbocker. In 1845,
Mr. Knickerbocker sold his interest to Robert W. Morris, when
the firm was changed to Ryerson & Morris, at Muskegon. In
1851, he established the firm of Williams, Ryerson & Co., in Chi
cago. Mr. Ryerson married Louisa M. Duvernay, daughter of
Pierre C. Duvernay, of Lower Canada. She died in 1855. He
married again Mary A. Campau, daughter of Antoine Campau, of
St. Clair County, Mich. They have one son, Martin A., in busi
ness with his father.
Adams, Hastings & Co.—This firm has succeeded to that
of A. T. King & Bro., which was established in 1852, by Andrew
T. and Fred W. King. In 1S71, F. W. King died, and Abbott L.
Adams and Edgar A. Lord were admitted into the partnership, the
place of business being No. 368 Lumber Street, and the style of the
firm being A. T. King & Co. In 1874, A. T. King died, and the
firm name became Adams & Lord, and the location of the yards
was changed to No. 400 Lumber Street. In 1880, George W.
Hastings was admitted to the firm, the name being Adams, Hast
ings & Co., and yards were established on the South Pier. In 1882,
Mr. Lord retired and R. B. Currier, of Springfield, Mass., became
a special partner for one year, and the yard of the firm was changed
to the Stock-Yards district. In 1883, Mr. Currier retired. The
amount of lumber handled by the firm has increased from 6,000,000
feet in 1871 to 25,000,000 feet in 1884, of lumber, lath and shingles.
Abbott L. Adams was born at Keene, N. H., in 1842. His
parents were Benjamin F. and Louisa R (Redington) Adams, who
moved to Chicago in 1853. Mr. Adams attended school until 1861,
when, on April 19, he enlisted as a private in Battery " A," 1st Illi
nois Artillery, for three months. At the expiration of his term of
service, he returned to Chicago, and in July, 1862, enlisted as a pri
vate in the Chicago Board-of-Trade Battery for three years, and
was mustered out of the service at Chicago on July 3, 1865. He
took a position in the United States Depositary, in this city, under
Luther Havens, in July, 1865, where he remained three years. He
then went to Portage Lake, Mich., in charge of the lumber mills of
Porter & Co., of Chicago, and remained at that location until the
formation of the firm of Adams & Hastings, in 1871.
George IV. Hastings was born in Winchendon, Mass., in
1856, and is the son of Jarius and Abby D. (Coburn) Hastings.
At the age of sixteen, he commenced his business life in the employ
of E. Murdock & Co., manufacturers of wooden ware at Winchen
don, with whom he remained four years. In 1876, he came to
Chicago, and was engaged for two years as bookkeeper for J. H.
Skeele & Co., lumber dealers, and afterward for one year as travel
ling salesman. In the spring of 1879, he entered the employ of
Soper, Pond & Co. , lumber dealers, as their city buyer and ship
ping-clerk. In the spring of 1880, he became connected with the
firm of Adams & Lord, having a working interest in that house.
In the spring of 1881, he was given an interest in the firm, and the
name was changed to Adams, Lord & Co. In the spring of 1882,
Mr. Lord retired, and the present firm of Adams, Hastings & Co.
originated, as above stated. Mr. Hastings married Miss Anna B.
Bruner, daughter of John Bruner, formerly of Alton, 111. They
have one child,—Bessie B.
The Gardner & Spry Company originated in 1852, with
Freeland B. Gardner, who established his business on West Water
Street, between Washington and Randolph streets. In 1853, he
moved his lumber yard to Wells Street, between Harrison and Polk,
and received into partnership Henry B. Hinsdale. About this
time, another yard was opened by the firm, at the corner of Old
and Lumber streets. In 1859, one of their yards was transferred
to the corner of Beach and Taylor streets, the other being discon
tinued. In 1863, Mr. Hinsdale retired, and, in 1868, H. H. Gard
ner and John Spry became associated as partners. In 1867, they
removed to property bought by Mr. Gardner on the Empire Slip.
In 1S72, John Spry retired. In 1873, the business of the company
in Wisconsin and Chicago was combined, and incorporated, under
the laws of Wisconsin, as the F. B. Gardner Company, with F. B.
Gardner as president, John Spry as secretary and H. II. Gardner
as treasurer. By reason of unfortunate investments made directly
after the fire of 1871, F. B. Gardner became financially involved,
and, in realizing upon his interest in the company, the assets were

sold out in 1876. H. H. Gardner and John Spry bought the stock
in the yards of the company at Chicago, and continued under the
firm name of Gardner & Spry until 1882, when John C. Spry was
admitted, and the company incorporated, under the laws of Illinois,
as the Gardner & Spry Company. At the present time, John Spry
is president, H. H. Gardner is vice-president and treasurer, and
John C. Spry is secretary. The mills of this company are at Neebish
Island, Mich., and their productive capacity is about 20,000,000
feet of lumber and about 10,000,000 shingles, this being only
about one-third of the quantity handled and sold yearly.
Freeland B. Gardner (deceased) was born in Elbridge, Onon
daga Co., N. Y., on July 30, 1817. When only nine years of age
he went to live with his brother-in-law, Colonel John Hillibut, at
Fort Ann, Washington Co., N. Y., and remained with him as clerk
in his store until he had reached his majority. He then commenced
selling goods on his own account at Patten's Mills, N. Y., and, in
1839, came to Chicago. Having received a proposition from Ebenezer Houghton, a merchant of Fort Ann, to return there, he did
so, and formed a partnership with him. In 1844, Mr. Gardner
again returned to Chicago, and shortly afterward went to Kenosha
(then Southport), Wis., and engaged in mercantile business. Hav
ing, however, selected the lumber business as his future field of
operations, on November 9, 1849, Mr. Gardner set out for the Pensaukee River, Wis., on the western shore of Green Bay, at that time
a wilderness. There he commenced building a saw-mill, which was
completed on May 9, 1S50. It was the second steam saw-mill upon
the shores of Green Bay. For a time he had a lumber yard in Ke
nosha, but in the spring of 1852 he removed to Chicago, and opened
a large lumber yard, as above stated. His business rapidly increased
up to 1857, when he became somewhat embarrassed, like many others,
in the great financial panic of that year. I le, however, met every
dollar of his obligations and maintained fully his reputation for in
tegrity. He employed at that time some one hundred and fifty
men, and owned, on the Pensaukee River, thirty thousand acres of
timber land. Besides the three vessels which he built for his own
use, he was largely instrumental in furnishing steam communication
with the shores of Green Bay. Mr. Gardner died in December,
1883. He was married, in 1841, to Miss Fanny Copeland, of New
York. They had three children,—H. H.(ason) and two daughters.
Joseph Peacock, one of the oldest living settlers of Chicago,
was born in Cambridgeshire, England, on August 21, 1813, the son
of William and Susannah (Caldecott) Peacock. For several years
during his early childhood he lived with his parents at his native
town, and then went to Huntingdon, the birth-place of Oliver Crom
well, to live with his grandfather Caldecott, a jeweler. A clock of
his grandfather Caldecott's manufacture, which is over one hunured
years old, Mr. Peacock still has in his possession. After residing
for some years in Huntingdon and obtaining his education at the
common schools, he learned the trade of a gunsmith at his native
village, working at it in different places in England until 1834,
when he came to America. He at first located in Cleveland, Ohio,
where he worked seven months for a gunsmith named E. P. An
drews. He then started a small gunsmith shop of his own, which
he ran about a year, when he sold it and removed to Albion, N. Y.,
where he worked one winter, and, in the spring of 1836, came to
Chicago. In the succeeding fall, he opened a gunsmith shop at the
northwest corner of Clark and Lake streets, which he ran about
three years, and continued in this business, in various locations on
Lake Street, until 1850, when he retired from it. In 1842 or 1843,
he erected a two-story brick building at No. 224 Lake Street, one
of the first erected on that street, and occupied it with his shop for
some years. After selling his gunsmith business in 1850, he was
unoccupied for some years, and then, in 1853, purchased the pine
timber lands and saw-mill owned by Silas Billings, near the mouth
of Ford River, in Delta County, Mich. After selling lumber by the
cargo for about a year, he opened a yard near the east end of
Twelfth-street bridge, for storing the lumber for which a ready
market was not found. He continued to manufacture lumber on
Ford River, and manage this Chicago yard and deal generally in
lumber, until 1864, when he sold both lands and mill to John S. Mc
Donald, John Lynch and Mr. Simple. After making this sale, he
continued his lumber business in Chicago, having an office at vari
ous places until 1882, when he, for the most part, went out of busi
ness. Mr. Peacock was married, in 1842, to Miss Margaret Sobraro.
They have had nine children, six of whom are living, as follows :
Maggie, now wife of S. Q. Perry, formerly president of the PerryPearson Company ; Alfred L., Russell D., George C, Alice M. and
Florence. Mr. Peacock is highly respected for his sterling honesty
and strength of character.
Addison Ballard, one of the early and prominent lumber
men of Chicago, was born in Warren County, Ohio, on November
30, 1823. On August 31, 1841, he went to LaPorte, Ind., and
there learned the carpenter's trade. He afterward became a con
tractor and builder, and in that capacity erected the present Court
House at LaPorte, in 1S48. The lumber for this building lie
purchased of Hugh Dunlop, whose lumber yard was then on Mar
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ket Street, Chicago. Mr. Ballard also erected many of the promi
nent business buildings in LaPorte. In 1849, he went to Califor
nia, and, in 185 1, returned to LaPorte, and erected the present
Teegarden House at that place. Previous to this, however, he had
made business trips to Chicago, with the view of possibly locating
here. His first visit was in the spring of 1843, when he came by
way of St. Louis and the Illinois River to LaSalle, from which
place he walked to Chicago. Then the whole face of the country
was under water, and it was only with difficulty that the boundary
line between the prairies and Lake Michigan could be distinguished.
He came to Chicago again in 1847, to attend the River and Harbor
Convention, and was, from that time until 1853, back and forth be
tween the two places a number of times. In the latter year he
established himself in the lumber business in this city, and engaged
in the manufacture of sash, doors and blinds. He also had a
planing-mill on Franklin Street, south of Van Buren. In i860, he
sold his sash, door and blind business, and bought out Richard Ma
son's lumber yard on Monroe and Market streets, continuing the
business there until 1S71, when he was burned out by the great
fire, and all his lumber was destroyed, as well as the buildings
he owned in the burned district. His lumber yard, up to the time
of the fire, was located where J. V. Farwell & Co.'s wholesale store
now stands. In 1875, he re-established his lumber business at its
present location. He then erected the iron building at the south
west corner of Monroe Street and Wabash Avenue, and the block
Nos. 227-29 Wabash Avenue. He also superintended, during
portions of two seasons, the construction of the Palmer House.
Mr. Ballard has been three times elected an alderman, always filling
the position to the satisfaction of his constituents.
J. H. Pearson & Co. —This firm is composed of James Henry
Pearson, William J. Neebes and Granger Farwell. Mr. Pearson
came to Chicago in July, 1851, and in September following went to
Henry, Marshall Co., 111., where he started a lumber yard, pur
chasing some lumber,' on credit, of Chapin & Butts, afirm then in
business in Chicago. In the following winter he bought corn for
John P. Chapin, cribbing it until spring, then selling it and load
ing it on canal-boats for the Chicago market. In the spring of
1853, having disposed of his business in Henry, he came to Chi
cago and entered into partnership with Colonel Josiah L. James,
formerly of James & Hammond, under the firm name of James &
Pearson. They started a new lumber yard on Clark Street, near
Flint & Wheeler's elevator, and took a long lease of property in that
locality. In 1854, Mr. Maher purchased the interest of Colonel
James, and the firm became Maher & Pearson. Business in this
locality began to improve very rapidly, and the lease of the firm
correspondingly increased in value. Mr. Pearson disposed of his
interest in the lease and in the business, and, in 1855, leased the
ground and dock at the corner of Market and Madison streets, and
formed the firm of J. H. Pearson & Co., William T. Powers, of
Grand Rapids, Mich., being the silent partner. In 1857, this firm
was dissolved, and that of Pearson & Messer formed, which was lo
cated on the west side of the river. Soon afterward they moved
back to Market Street. In December, 1857, Mr. Messer died,
and in January, 1858, Webster Batcheller purchased the interest
owned by Mr. Messer before his death. In the spring of 1862,
Mr. Batcheller sold his interest to Avery, Murphy & Co. The firm
then became Pearson, Avery & Co., and its business was trans
ferred to Stowell slip on Clark Street. In 1865, Mr. Pearson pur
chased a half-interest in a saw-mill at Saginaw City, Mich., enter
ing into a co-partnership with A. W. Wright, the firm being A. W.
Wright & Co. at Saginaw and J. H. Pearson & Co. at Chicago.
Pearson & Wright were in business together until 1876. In the
spring of 1871, the yard in Chicago was sold to E. Eldred & Co.
From this time to 1880, Mr. Pearson devoted his attention to his
lumber interests in Michigan. On May I, of that year, he estab
lished a new lumber firm, locating its yard and office at the corner
of Canal and Lumber streets, which property he has owned for a
number of years. In October, the firm of J. II. Pearson & Co. was
established. Their planing-mill was purchased in February, 1883.
Through it passes about half the lumber sold by the firm, and their
annual sales amount to thirty million feet. Mr. Pearson is the
head of the firm of J. H. Pearson & Son at Saginaw, Mich., a
company owning a large mill at that place and large quantities of
pine lands in the vicinity.
The Pkrry-Pearson Company was incorporated on De
cember 12, 1882, with a capital of $650,000, and composed of S.
Q. Perry, J. H. Pearson, and his son, E. H. Pearson. S. Q. Per
ry was president of the company, J. H. Pearson was vice-president,
and E. H. Pearson secretary. On November 24, 1884, J. H. Pear
son purchased S. Q. Perry's interest in this company, and at the
same time Granger Farwell became a member; when J. H. Pear
son became president, and Granger Farwell vice-president, E. H.
Pearson remaining secretary. In January, 1885, the name was
changed to the Advance Lumber Company.
James Henry Pearson was born on December 10, 1820, at
Haverhill, N. H. His father, Isaac Pearson, better known as
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Major Pearson, was engaged in the lumber business, owning a saw
mill and grist-mill, a woolen factory and a farm. He was twice mar
ried; first to Miss Charlotte Merrill, by whom he had two children,
one of whom, Merrill Pearson, is still living at Bloomington, 111.,
at the age of seventy-eight. His second wife was Miss Charlotte
Atherton, to whom he was married on May 28, 1818. By her, he
had nine children, the subject of this sketch being one of the nine.
Major Pearson died on February 13, 1854, and his widow died on
February 19, 1868, at the age of seventy-five. James Henry Pear
son received a fair common school education, and was a student
at the academy of his native town. At the age of fifteen he went
to Boston, and there entered a dry goods store as clerk, remaining
two years. He then returned to Haverhill, and spent two more
terms at the academy; this finished his education. As he was pos
sessed of more than usual business capacity, at the age of twentyone he took charge of his father's affairs. Renting the farm and
saw-mill, he took a contract for getting out railroad ties, timber
and wood, he and his brothers keeping the family together until
1849, when he made a settlement with his father, mother and broth
ers, and removed to South Hadley Falls, Mass. Business there
not being satisfactory, he came to Chicago in 1851, as narrated
above. Mr. Pearson is a prominent member of the First Congrega
tional Church, having become a member on July 4, 1858. He was
married, on April 10, 1850, to Miss Sarah Elizabeth Witherell,
daughter of George Witherell, of Haverhill, N. H. They have
four children,—Arthur L., born at Henry, Marshall, Co., 111.; Eu
gene Henry, born in Chicago; Helen Grace and Robert Nelson.
The eldest son has developed a conspicuous talent for art, having
spent seven years in Paris, with the view of becoming an artist.
Some of his landscape paintings have been on exhibition here, and
are said by good judges of such work to be as fine as any in the
city. Eugene Henry is in the lumber and salt business with his
father, at Saginaw, Mich., under the firm name of J. H. Pearson &
Son. The daughter, Helen Grace, was married to Charles P. Glad
win, of Philadelphia, on June, 26, 1877. Her husband died on De
cember 26, 1877, and Mrs. Gladwin, after residing with her daugh
ter, at her father's house, until May 2, 1883, was married to Pro
fessor Hugh McDonald Scott, of the Chicago Theological Seminary.
Robert Nelson Pearson is engaged in the lumber business in Kansas.
The T. W. Harvey Lumber Company.—Mr. Harvey came
to Chicago in 1854, and went to work for Abbott & Kingman, then
the largest manufacturers of sash, doors, blinds, etc., in Chicago.
Their establishment was on Clark Street near Twelfth. In Octo
ber, 1854, he became foreman, and retained the position until 1859,
when he formed a partnership with P. B. Lamb, under the firm
name of Lamb & Harvey, and embarked in the planing-mill busi
ness. Their mill was at No. 329 South Canal Street. In 1861,
they built a mill at the corner of Polk and Beach streets. In 1865,
Mr. Harvey bought the interest of Mr. Lamb, and conducted the
enterprise alone until January 1, 1883,when the present company was
incorporated. The business at first was small, but its volume has
steadily increased, until now there are few if any more extensive
lumber dealers in the world. In 1869, Mr. Harvey built a planingmill at the corner of Morgan and Twenty-second streets. The en
tire dock front of this company is 2,400 feet, upon which ten cargoes
of lumber can be unloaded at once, and the two yards have a capa
city of storing, at one time, thirty-five million feet of lumber, and of
handling over one hundred million feet yearly. The company owns
forty thousand acres of pine lands in Michigan and Wisconsin, upon
which are employed large numbers of men in cutting logs and prepar
ing them for the rafts. The mills, which are located at Marinette,
Wis., have a capacity of twenty-five million feet a season, which is
about one-fourth of the average amount now handled annually by
the T. W. Harvey Company. The balance of the amount is pur
chased in all the Lake markets, and shipped to Chicago in the ves
sels owned by the company—one propeller and three schooners—
having an aggregate carrying capacity of twelve hundred thousand
feet. The planing-mill contains ten planers, which are run by a
250-horse power engine. For drying the lumber there are ten kilns,
each with a capacity of ten cars, each car carrying five thousand feet
of lumber. The kilns are calculated to dry from fifty to seventy-five
thousand feet of lumber a day, and the planing-machines are capa
ble of dressing from two hundred and fifty to three hundred thou
sand feet a day. There are employed at the planing-mill and in
the yards about five hundred men during the summer and two hun
dred through the winter. The total amount of lumber handled by
this company, during the last three years, has averaged over one
hundred million feet, and the largest amount handled in any one
year from their Chicago yards was one hundred and twenty-two
million feet, in 1882. The capita] stock of the company is $1,000,000.
The officers are—T. W. Harvey, president; A. C. Badger, vicepresident; C. L. Cross, secretary; and H. H. Badger, treasurer.
The National Lumber Company.—This company com
menced business in Chicago on January I, 1882, at No. 290 West
Twenty-second Street. It was incorporated under the laws of Illi
nois, with a paid-up capital of $200,000. This company conducts
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a general business in building material, including all kinds of lum
ber, lath, shingles, lime, hair, cement, plaster of paris and stucco.
It also does a general country-yard lumber business, having yards
in Missouri, Nebraska and Iowa. The officers of the company are
as follows: Sir Edward Synge Hutchinson, Hart., president; T. W.
Harvey, vice-president; A. S. Hadger, secretary and treasurer; and
A. 1'. Crapser, superintendent.
T. \V. Harvey was born at Siloam, Madison Co., N. Y.,
on March 10, 1835, the son of Johnson and Paulina (Walker) Har
vey. His father was a native of New York State, and his mother
of Massachusetts. In 1866, his parents moved to Sandwich, 111.,
where his father died in 1S80 ; his mother is still living. Young
Harvey, from the ages of eleven until fourteen, was employed during
the summer months as a clerk in the grocery store of Nelson Green,
at Durhamville, N. Y., also attending school in the winter months.
He then worked in a carpenter shop of his father at Durhamville,
until he was sixteen years of age, when, his father having built a
planing-mill, sash, door, and blind manufactory, he worked at that
business until 1853. In that year the mill was destroyed by fire,
and his father and he built a planing-mill, at Oneida, N. Y., which
they carried on for one year under the firm name of J. Harvey &
Son. In 1854, T. \V. Harvey came to Chicago and entered the
employment of James McFall, a manufacturer of sash, doors and
blinds, at the corner of franklin and Tyler streets, with whom he
remained but two weeks, when he was made foreman of the factory
of Gray, Morrison & Co., at the corner of Sixteenth and Clark
streets, this firm also being engaged in the manufacture of sash,
doors and blinds. The senior member of the firm dying of cholera,
in 1854, the firm was dissolved, and Mr. Harvey became an employe
of Abbott iv. Kingman, as specified in the foregoing sketch of the
firm ; which sketch also gives Mr. Harvey's subsequent business
career In 1859, he was married to Miss Maria L. Hardman,
daughter of Jacob W. Hardman, of Louisville, Ky. She died in
1870, leaving five children, —Charles A. John K., George 1-., Rob
ert H., and Thomas E. (deceased). In 1873, he was married to
M iss lielle S. Badger, daughter of A. C. Badger, of Louisville, Ky. ;
they have live children,—Belle B., Turlington \V., Jr., Klbert A.,
Paul S. and Elvira. Mr. Harvey has been prominently and influentially identified with many commercial, charitable and theological
interests. He had charge of the Shelter Committee of the Relief
and Aid Society at the time of the fire ; he has been president of
the Young Men's Christian Association for six terms ; he was pres
ident of the Chicago Relief and Aid Society, for the years 1884-85,
of which institution he has also been director since 1S66 ; he has
been superintendent of the Sunday School of the Missions of
the Wabash-Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church since 1862,
and is president of the Board of Trustees of that Church; he is
president of the Chicago Bible Society, of the Chicago Evangelistic
Committee, and of the Chicago Prayer Alliance and Hible Reading
Society. He is a director of the Metropolitan National bank, of
the Inter-State Industrial Exposition, and of the White Pine Lumber
Company ; is also president of the Harvey Lumber Company, and
vice-president of the National Lumber Company. He has taken
great interest in improving the strain of cattle in this country, hav
ing been an extensive importer of fine cattle from England and
Scotland ; his herds of Short-horns and of Polled Angus, having been
prize-winners at every fair where they have been exhibited. In
connection with the stock interests, he is treasurer of the ShortHorn Breeders' Association, and is also proprietor of the celebrated
Turlington Stock-farm, at Turlington, Neb.
A. C. Badger was born at Dover, N. H., in 1828. In 1844,
he went to Louisville. Ky., and was employed as clerk in a bank.
In 1850, he became a partner in the banking house of A. D. Hunt
& Co., with whom he remained until 1861. In that vear, the firm
dissolved, and Mr. Badger came to Chicago and engaged in the
banking business, as the firm of A. C. Badger & Co. Upon the
organization of the T. W. Harvey Lumber Company, Mr. Badger
was made its vice-president, which position he now holds. He was
married, in 1850, to Elvira C. Sherridan, daughter of John J. Sherridan, of Louisville, Ky. They have live children, —Belle, now wife
of T. W. Harvey, of Chicago; Ada, now wife of R. L. Henry, of
Chicago; Sherriden S., Alpheus S., and Abram H.
//. //. Badger was born at Louisville, Ky., in 1851, the son
of Ixonidas V. and Mary M. (Stanwood) Badger, who came to this
city in 1861. At the age of fifteen, he entered a bank, in which he
held a clerkship until 1873, when he entered the employment of T.
W. Harvey, with whom he remained until the incorporation of the
T. W. Harvey Lumber Company, when he was made its treasurer.
Mr. Badger married Sophie S. Hutchinson, daughter of John
Hutchinson, of Syracuse, N. Y., who settled in Chicago in 1862.
Mr. and Mrs. Badger have three children, — Carlton S., Alice II.,
and Franklin H.
C. L. Cross was born in Binghamton, N. Y., in 1854. His
parents, Alfred J. and Francelia (Harvey) Cross, settled in Chicago
in 1S57. At the age of eighteen, Mr. Cross commenced his busi

ness life as a clerk for T. W. Harvey, and continued in that posi
tion up to 1S82, when he became a member of the firm, and was
made secretary upon the incorporation of the present company.
Mr. Cross married Grace Sherman, daughter of Ezra L. Sherman,
of Chicago. They have three children,—Bessie. Alfred and Mary.
The Malcolm McDonald Lumbkr Company was incorpor
ated on April 14, 1883. The incorporators of the company were
Malcolm McDonald, Eliza A. McDonald, George II. Richey,
Michael Miniter and G. M. Gunderson. The first, and present,
officers of the company are—George 11. Richey, president; Michael
Miniter, treasurer; and G. M. Gunderson, secretary. The original
capital was $25,000, which was afterward increased to $50,000.
This company established themselves on the premises formerly
occupied by C. Mears & Co. Their yard has a dock front of 240
feet and a depth of 480 feet. Sixty men are employed and about
24,000,000 feet of lumber sold annually, including lath and shingles.
It is almost exclusively white pine, though a small quantity of
Southern pine is handled.
Malcolm McDonald was born on September 22, 1830, in New
York, the son of Angus and Margaret McDonald, both from Scot
land. His mother died of cholera during the first visitation of that
epidemic to the United States, and his father some few years later,
leaving young Malcolm an orphan when of very tender years. I le was
then taken into the home of James Frazer, a wealthy lumber manu
facturer and dealer of Saginaw, Mich. When he attained his ma
jority, he went to the Lake Superior copper mines, remaining one
year. He came to Chicago in 1851, and found employment almost
immediately with Mears, Bates & Co., with whom he remained until
1S57, when he entered the employ of Eldred & Balcom. He re
mained with them until i860, and then entered into partnership with
Addison Ballard, under the name of A. Ballard & Co. He con
tinued a partner of Mr. Ballard until 1867, when he became con
nected with James C. Murphy. His association with Mr. Murphy
terminated in 1869, and from that time to May 1, 1 87 1 , he was
alone in business. He then formed a partnership with John Roe,
under the firm name of McDonald & Roe, and their lumber yard
was at the corner of Taylor and Sherman streets until 1879, when
it was removed to the west end of Harrison-street bridge, where it
remained until 1882, when the firm went out of business. After a
lapse of about a year, the present company was incorporated. Mr.
McDonald is a member of Cleveland I-odge, No. 211, A.F'.& A.M.;
also of Washington Chapter, No. 43, R.A.M.; of Chicago Commandery, No. 19, K.T., and of Oriental Consistory, S.P.R.S. 32°.
He was married on September 2, 1856, at Saginaw City, Mich., to
Miss Eliza A. Spar, of that place. They have had three children,
one of whom only is living, —Malcolm McDonald, Jr., born on Sep
tember 19, 1864, and now salesman for the Malcolm McDonald
Lumber Company. Mr. McDonald has served for two terms as
alderman of the ward in which he resides.
G. //. Richey was born at Toronto, Canada, in 1S48. His
parents, John II. and Martha (Bell) Richey, originally came from
Cincinnati; they died while he was young, and he was raised by his
uncle, C. Y. Bell, at Spring I.ake, Mich. He worked in his uncle s
saw-mill until 1871, when he came to Chicago, where he has since
resided. Soon after arriving in Chicago, he entered the employ of
Mendscn & Winter, lumber dealers, with whom he remained until
the incorporation of the Malcolm McDonald Lumber Company, of
which he was one of the incorporators and the first president, a
position which he still retains. Mr. Richey is a member of Cleve
land Lodge, No. 211, A.F'.&A.M.; of Washington Chapter, No.
43, R.A.M.; and of Chicago Commandery, No. 19, K.T. He is
also a member of the Illinois Club, Iroquois Club, and Cook
County Democratic Club, and a stockholder in the Chicago Curling
Club. He was married, in 1875, to Miss Fannie Fennimore,
daughter of Richard Fennimore, who settled in Chicago in 1836.
G. M. Gunderson was born in Chicago on October 5, 1855.
His father, Gabriel Gunderson, was a lake captain for about thirtyyears. His mother's maiden name was Maria Ann Johnson. Both
are still living. Mr. Gunderson was educated in part at the public
schools of Chicago, and, in 1871, went to Decorah College, Iowa,
where he remained two years. He then went to Europe, spending
there the summer of 1S73. Returning to Chicago, he entered the
employ of McDonald & Roe, on April 15, 1874, and continued with
them until 1883, when the partnership was dissolved. After this
dissolution he was out of business about a year, and, upon the incor
poration of the McDonald Lumber Company, he became its secre
tary, a position he still retains. Mr. Gunderson was a member of
the First Regiment, Illinois National Guard, from 1S74 to 1S82.
He is a member of the Illinois Club, also of Covenant Lodge, No.
526, A.F.& A.M.; of Washington Chapter, No. 43, R.A.M.; of
Chicago Commandery, No. 19, K.T., and of the Norwegian Evan
gelical Lutheran Church. Mr. Gunderson was married, on February
4, to Miss Mamie Hayes.
Barton & Jones. —This firm is composed of Charles R. Bar
ton and S. M. Jones, and was instituted in 1853, by Mr. Barton
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and James H. Ferry, whose father was the capitalist of the Ferry
family, both partners having come to Chicago in that year The
lumber yard of this firm was located at the corner of Market and
Washington streets. In 1S56, Mr. Ferry retired from the firm and
Mr. Howard took his place, the style of the firm being changed to
Howard & Barton, and were located at the corner of Twelfth and
Lumber streets. This firm continued three years, after which, Mr.
Barton conducted the business alone until 1864 at the same location.
He then formed the present firm. The yard business was followed
until 1880, when it was closed out, and the firm have since confined
their attention to the wholesaling of lumber from their own excel
lent pine lands at Manistee and Menominee, Mich. During 1853,
the firm of Ferry & Barton employed from six to eight men, and sold
two million feet of lumber; during the last year Barton & Jones car
ried on the yard business they employed from forty to fifty men, and
sold 12,000,000 feet of lumber. During 1884, their sales amounted
to 18,000,000 feet, 40,000,000 shingles, and 6,000,000 lath, and the
various contractors, cutting logs and lumber for them, employed
from one hundred and twenty-five to one hundred and fifty men.
Parsons & Foster.—This firm is composed of William Par
sons and Thomas Foster, and was established in 1876. The lum
ber yard of the firm was, at first, at No. 426 Lumber Street, where
it remained until 1880, when it was removed to its present location.
Since 1876, the volume of business transacted by this firm has
increased about fourfold.
Thomas Foster was born on December 31, 1831, in Putnam
County, N. Y. His father was named Thomas. His grand
father came from England, and landed at Cape Cod, Mass., when
he was ten years old, dying at the age of eighty-three; his father
died at the age of seventy-seven, in 1869. His mother, Mrs. Rhoda
(Crosby) Foster, was also of English descent, and died in 1840.
He remained at home until eighteen years old, attending school
and working on the farm. In 1849, he went to New York City
and engaged in the lumber business, remaining there six years. In
October, 1855, he came to Chicago, and entered the employ of a
lumber firm named Foster & Brundige, composed of his brother
Ambrose Foster and Mr. Brundige, and having their yard at the
corner of Clark and Liberty (now Fourteenth) streets. Upon the
death of Mr. Brundige, about six months afterward, Thomas Foster
took his place in the firm, the name of which was changed to A.
Foster & Co. This firm continued until 1866, when Thomas
Foster purchased his brother's interest and continued the business
alone until. 1873, after which he was out of the trade until 1876,
when he formed the present partnership with Mr. Parsons. Mr.
Foster was married, on October 6, 1863, to Miss Hannah Maria
Turner, daughter of Captain John M. Turner, who came to Chicago
in 1835, and who had, for about sixteen years, followed the sea as
captain of one of his father's vessels, his father being a large ship
owner of Philadelphia. Mr. and Mrs. Foster have five children,—
Marienne, Maria Belle, Cornelia F., Laurine, and Ida Belle. Mr.
and Mrs. Foster, as well as two of their daughters, are members of
Immanuel Baptist Church.
The Ciiari.es Rietz Brothers Lumber Company is com
posed of four brothers, Charles, August, Frederick and Edward G.
W. Rietz. The four entered the employment of Loomis & Ludington, in 1852, remaining six years. In 1858, they established
themselves in business at No. 27 North Canal Street, under the
firm name of Charles Rietz & Bros. In 1862, they opened a second
yard on Twelfth Street, near Beach, continuing it until 1870, when
they moved it to the corner of Beach and DeKoven streets, where
it remained until 1879, when they removed it to the present loca
tion. Here it is really in three parts, the first having a dock front
of 443 feet, and a depth of 240 feet; the second part, which is oppo
site the first, is 150 feet square, and the third is 200x100 feet.
Their original yard, which has been used ever since 1858, is 400
feet deep and has a dock front of 234 feet. In 1876, the Charles
Rietz Brothers Lumber Company was incorporated, with a capital,
in Illinois, of $200,000, and, in Michigan, of a like amount. The
officers of the company are the same as when first incorporated:
Charles Rietz, president; Frederick Rietz, vice-president; August
Rietz, secretary; and Edward (1. W. Rietz, treasurer. They own
19,000 acres of pine land at Manistee, Mich., and their mills have a
capacity of 25,000,000 feet of lumber a season. Their sales aver
age annually about 20,000,000 feet. At Chicago they employ about
eighty men, and in Michigan about three hundred men. They own
four barges, which carry the lumber from the mills to Chicago,
Kankakee and Champaign, in each of which latter places they have
one yard, thus saving a great deal of time and expense in handling.
August Rietz, the second brother, was born in Saxony, Ger
many, in 1829. He married Augusta Brant, daughter of August
Brant, of Saxony. They have seven children, —Emma, wife of Louis
Matthei, of Chicago; Elizabeth, wife of Frederick Rahmanop, of
Chicago; Henry employed in the above firm; Ida, Alexander, Au
gust and Harry.
Frederick Rietz, the third brother, was also born in Saxony
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in 1835. He married, in 1856, Johnetta Gross, of Milwaukee, Wis.
They have three children.—Julia, wife of Harry Brandt, of Chicago;
Charles F., now engaged in above firm; and Nettie H.
Edward G. W. Rietz, the youngest brother, is also a native of
Saxony, Germany, born in 1837. He married Elizabeth Rah
manop, daughter of Frederick Rahmanop, of Saxony. They have
seven children, —Edward F., engaged in business with the firm;
Minnie, George, Frederick, Elizabeth, Hannah and Victor.
Walworth & Reed.—This firm comprises N. II. Walworth
and E. H. Reed, and is the result of the consolidation of two sep
arate firms, one of which was the firm of Reed (Horatio) & Bushnell (Winslow), succeeding Captain Howland, and established in
1859. Their yard was at the corner of Clark and Sixteenth streets.
The other firm was Conger (C. H.), Walworth (N. H.) & Co., the
original company being Roberts, Calkins & Hull, composed of
George R. Roberts, J. W. Calkins and M. B. Hull, who, in 186S,
sold out to Conger, Walworth & Co. The yards of these two com
panies adjoined each other. The firm of Reed & Bushnell, which
in the meantime had changed to Bushnell & Reed, by the substitu
tion in the firm of E. H. Reed for his father, Horatio Reed,
moved to the corner of Twenty-second and Laflin streets. In 1870,
Conger & Walworth bought out the interests of Roberts, Calkins &
Hull, and, in 1871, Mr. Walworth bought the interest of Mr.
Conger, and a new firm, Bushnell, Walworth & Reed, composed of
Winslow Bushnell, N. H. Walworth and E. H. Reed, was then
formed. In 1874, Mr. Bushnell purchased a large tract of pine
land at Cedar Springs, Mich., and built a saw-mill, and, in 1875,
he transferred the same to the firm of Bushnell, Walworth & Reed,
who, in that year, built a planing-mill, dry-kilns, etc., and estab
lished a lumber yard at that point, which was continued until 1880.
The Chicago yard was sold to J. H. Skeele & Co., in 1S76, and
Mr. Bushnell retired from the firm, leaving it composed, as at pres
ent, of N. H. Walworth and E. H. Reed. In 1871, the firm of
Bushnell, Walworth & Reed bought a saw-mill at Muskegon,
Mich., of William Glue & Co. Mr. Bushnell sold his interest in
the firm in 1876, when it became Walworth & Reed. They con
tinued to run the mill at that place, which had a capacity of
35,000,000 feet a season, until 1885, when they moved it to Minne
apolis, Minn., and at the same time operating the business at
Cedar Springs until 1880, when they sold a half interest in it to
Smith & Field, and removed it to Montague, Mich.
The Walworth cV* Reed Lumber Company was incorporated,
with a capital stock of $55,000, under the laws of Illinois, in June,
1884. This company does a retail lumber business at Albion and
other points in Nebraska. The president is N. H. Walworth ;
W. I. Reed, vice-president; E. H. Reed, secretary and treasurer.
The HoUrege Live Stock Company was incorporated under the
laws of Illinois, with a capital stock of $50,000, for the purpose of
dealing in live-stock and grain. The stockholders of the company
are N. H. Walworth, E. H. Reed, J. N. Conger, W. H. Jones,
and E. L. Parsons.
Henry N. Holden, hardwood-lumber dealer, was born at
Providence, R. I., in 1835. He was educated at the common
schools of his native city, and afterward at the High School. His
father, Isaac H. Holden, was a manufacturer of stoves and machin
ery for twenty-five years before coming to Chicago. During the
first fifteen years of this time he was the principal stockholder in
the High-street Furnace Company, of Providence, R.I., and during
the last ten years he was the sole proprietor of that business. At
the age of seventeen, Henry N. Holden apprenticed himself to a
jeweler, and continued in this capacity for eighteen months. After
this time he studied bookkeeping a few months, and then entered
the employ of Baker, Smith & Co., coal dealers, of Providence, R.
I. , where he remained until 1856, when he came to Chicago, and
became bookkeeper for Holden, Bishop & Co., a lumber firm com
posed of his father, Isaac IL Holden, and James E. Bi.ihop, and
having their office and yard at the northeast corner of Market and
Jackson streets. The firm of Holden, Bishop & Co., went out of
business in September, 1858, and, in 1859, Henry N. Holden suc
ceeded to the interests from which they retired, transferred it to the
southeast corner of Market and Jackson streets, where he continued
the business alone up to :862, when he took into partnership Isaac
II. Holden, Jr., the firm being H. N. Holden & Bro. This con
tinued until the spring of 1867, when Isaac II. Holden withdrew,
and Henry N. Holden continued it alone until the spring of 1885,
when he closed out his stock of lumber and retired. The business
consisted of handling the various kinds of natural hardwood lumber
and mahogany, rosewood and Florida cedar. Mr. Holden has always
conducted his business according to legitimate principles, and, having
met with no serious reverses, has been more than ordinarily success
ful. He is the oldest hardwood dealer in Chicago. He and Mrs.
Holden have been members of the First Congregational Church
since 1876, and Mr. Holden has been chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the society about the same length of time. He is also
a director of the Chicago Theological Seminary, elected in 1883,
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for five years. He was married at Providence in September. 1858,
to Miss Jane Perkins, of that city. They have had five children,
two of whom are living,—Henry P. and Marion.
Thk Lord & Bushnell Company is composed of E. A. Lord
and Winslow Bushnell, and was incorporated in May, 1882. Prior
to that time Mr. Lord had been a member of Adams & Lord, from
1871 to 1880, and then for two years of the firm of Adams, Lord
& Co. Mr. Bushnell commenced the lumber business in 1859, as
a member of the firm of Reed & Bushnell. In 1869, this firm was
changed to Bushnell, Walworth & Reed. In 1874, Mr. Bushnell
retired from this firm, and during most of the time until 1882 was
out of business. The Lord & Bushnell Company was incorporated
with a capital stock of $50,000. E. A. Lord was made president
of the company, and Winslow Bushnell secretary and treasurer.
The specialty of this company consists in handling railroad lumber
and timber, and the sales amount to from twelve to fifteen million
feet a year.
£. A. Lord was born at St. Joseph, Mich., in 1842. From the
age of twenty-one he engaged in the lumber business with his
father, James F. Lord, remaining with him until the latter sold out
his business to Babcock & Bros. He then engaged in the lumber
business with A. T. King, as the firm of A. T. King & Co. In
1870, upon the death of F. W. King, a member of the firm, E. A.
Lord, in connection with Abbot L. Adams, purchased his interest,
and, in 1872, upon the death of A. T. King, the firm became
Adams & Lord, and in May, 18S2, E. A. Lord and Winslow Bushnell
incorporated the Lord & Bushnell Company. Mr. Lord married
Miss Mary B. Hoyt, daughter of B. C. Hoyt, of St. Joseph, Mich.
They have three children,—James F., Helen P. and Mary B.
Winslow Bushnell was born in Greene County, N. Y., in 1830.
His parents were Alansonand Betsey (Dewey) Bushnell, his father
being a native of Connecticut, his mother of Columbia County, N. Y.
His father dying when he was six years of age, his mother took her
son, Winslow, to live with her father. From the age of sixteen to
twenty-three, he took charge of his grandfather's farm. In 1855,
he went to Rondout, N. Y\, and for one year clerked in a grocery
store. In 1856, he was employed as a clerk on a steamboat plying
upon the Hudson River, and in November, 1856, came to Chicago,
and for two years was bookkeeper for Henry Howland & Co., lum
ber dealers. In 1859, ne entered into partnership with Horatio
Reed in the lumber business, as the firm of Reed & Bushnell, as
stated above. Mr. Bushnell was married in 1864, to Miss Kate
Van Winkle, daughter of Daniel Van Winkle, who came from New
Jersey to Illinois in 1841, and to Chicago in 1849. They have three
children,—Edward A., engaged in business with his father; James F.
and Augustus T.
Wll.LIAM C. Ott, lumber dealer and inspector, was born in
Maryland, on November I, 1835. He lived in his native State
until coming to Chicago, in 1857. His father was William Ott, a
large slave-owner and tanner of Frederick, Md., who freed all his
slaves, sixty-seven in number, in 1857. William C. Ott was edu
cated at Frederick College, graduating from that institution in 1854.
He then attended the Gettysburg Theological Seminary, a Luth
eran institution, organized in 1826, with the view of becoming a
Lutheran minister, but being of a joval disposition, and as ministers
at that day were expected to be exceedingly sedate and dignified,
he concluded that his calling was in some other line, and left the
Seminary two months before the expiration of the three years' course.
This was in 1857, and in the same year he came to Chicago. In
1S60, he was appointed lumber inspector, and still continues to
perform the duties pertaining to that office. In 1878, he established
himself in the commission lumber business, dealing in the long-leaf,
or yellow, pine. The Georgia Lumber and Turpentine Company
was incorporated under the laws of Georgia in 1880, with a capital
of $100,000. Of this company, W. B. Lowe, of Atlanta, Ga., is
president; R. F. Woodward, of Nashville, Tenn., general manager;
and William C. Ott, secretary ana treasurer. The company owns
two saw-mills, one located at Eastman, Dodge Co., Ga., and the
other at Dubois, in the same county. It also owns a turpentine
orchard in which they have about four hundred thousand boxes.
During the year ending October 1, 1884, they made one million
barrels of rosin. Mr. Ott is also a stockholder in the Western
Nashville Planing-Mill and Lumber Company, and is its agent in
Chicago. This company was incorporated in 1875, and has a capi
tal of $200,000. Hon. Isaac Lytton, of Nashville, is president,
and T. O. Treanor, of Nashville, secretary and treasurer. He is
also a member of the firm of J. T. Anderson & Co., which, in July,
1883, started a saw-mill at Jemison, Ala. This mill has a capacity
of 40,000 feet a day. In connection with Captain John A. Reid, Mr.
Ott is largely interested in getting out logs for a saw-mill at Frankfort,
Mich. He also deals largely in all kinds of hardwood lumber.
The extent of his sales amounts annually to about 4,000,000 feet of
hardwood, 6,000,000 of Southern pine in Chicago and the Western
States, and 10,000,000 feet of Tennessee poplar. He deals also
somewhat extensively in European countries, in heavy pine and

black walnut. Mr. Ott was married, on October 15, 1861, to Miss
Nancy Seaton, daughter of Judge Seaton, editor for many years of
the National Intelligencer, Washington, D. C. He has four chil
dren, —Ivanorah L., Minnie C, Bessie Seaton, and William Helmer.
Thk W. E. Frost Manufacturing Company.—W. E. Frost,
the. president, came to Chicago in 1857, and from that time to
1861, was foreman in the planing-mill of Simeon Mayo, which was
located at the corner of Twelfth and Lumber streets. In the latter
year, W. E. Hall and W. E. Frost formed a co-partnership under
the firm name of Hall & Frost, and erected a planing-mill and
sash, door and blind factory, at the corner of Clark and Sixteenth
streets. In 1866, they moved their buildings to the corner of Six
teenth and Dearborn streets, and erected others to meet the
demands of their increasing business. In 1874, Mr. Hall sold his
half of the business to A. H. Earned, A. M. Schilling, H. H.
Drew and Daniel Keller, and the firm name became W. E. Frost
& Co. In 1878, Mr. Keller sold his interest to W. E. Frost & Co.
During this year the firm suffered a loss of their property by fire,
and moved to a leased place on Lumber Street, near Twelfth,
where they remained twenty-one months, when they were again
burned out, and in May, 1881, they purchased and moved to their
present location. The company conducts a sash, door and blind
factory and planing-mill, builds stairs and manufactures mouldings,
bank counters, book-cases and furniture. They make a specialty
of hardwood flooring, of which they manufactured and sold, in
1883, about one million five hundred thousand feet, using, in this
department of their business, maple, oak, ash, walnut, cherry and
Southern pine. Among their contracts may be mentioned the
interior finishing of the new Board of Trade building. Besides
their planing-mill, they have dry-kilns with a capacity of one hun
dred and fifty thousand feet of lumber, where they kiln-dry all the
lumber used in their factory. At first the firm commenced with
from forty to fifty men, and they now employ from two hundred
and fifty to three hundred, and in 1883, the amount of business
done was $256,000. The company was incorporated in March,
1879, with an authorized capital of $28,000. In 1882, the capital
was increased to $100,000. The first and present officers of the
company were and are, W. E. Frost, president ; C. H. Converse,
secretary; and A. H. Larned, treasurer. All of the stockholders
are working members of the company, which may be one reason for
its continued prosperity. Mr. Schilling entered the employ of
Hall & Frost in 1865, and remained with the company until 1885.
IV. E. Frost was born at Lewiston, Maine, in 1831, the son of
George D. and Deborah (Davis) Frost, both natives of Maine.
Until he was twenty years of age he lived upon a farm. He then
went to Massachusetts and worked in a furniture manufactory in
Manchester, for two years and afterward in the planing-mill of
Simeon Mayo, in Worcester, Mass. In 1854, he moved to Boston
and became connected with the repair shops of the Boston & Wor
cester Railroad. In 1855, he went to California, where he remained
eighteen months, spending a part of the time in mining and a part
working in a saw-mill. In the spring of 1857 he returned to Maine,
and in the fall of the same year came to Chicago. Mr. Frost is a
member of the Union League Club and of the Citizens' Association
of Chicago, also of Thomas J. Turner Lodge, No. 409, A.F.& A.
M. He married Miss Emma L. Wright, daughter of J. C. Wright,
of Massachusets. They have three children,—Maud L., Mabel G.,
and Lena M.
Bigelow Bros. — This firm was established in September,
1862, by Anson A. and Charles H. Bigelow, who conducted the
business until 1864, when, on account of the illness of Charles H.
Bigelow, another brother, William H. Bigelow, of Sioux City,
Iowa, came to Chicago to take a place in the firm. Their lumber
yard was at first at the corner of Eighteenth and Lumber streets.
On May 1, 1867, they changed their location to Twenty-second and
Fisk streets, in the then new lumber district, where they had opened
a lumber yard and built an office in August, 1866, running two
yards during the eight months from August to May. Bigelow
Bros, were among the first to go to this section of the city, there
being in that locality, when they moved, but very few firms, among
them the N. Ludington Company, and possibly the Menominee
River Lumber Company. Bigelow Bros, remained at this location
until the spring of 1882, when they took possession of their present
quarters. William H. Bigelow died in August, 1S82, leaving
Anson A. and Charles H. only in the firm. The latter resides
at St. Paul, Minn. In 1865, this company bought saw-mill prop
erty at Muskegon. Mich., the capacity of the mill being about one
hundred thousand feet a day. This mill they still own. From the
time of its purchase until 1882, it was run under the firm name of
William H. Bigelow, and since that time under the name of A. A.
Bigelow & Co. The company also own two sailing vessels, having
an aggregate carrying capacity of 475,000 feet. They deal exclu
sively in pine lumber. During the first year of their business,
which closed in September, 1863, they sold in the aggregate
5,400,000 feet of lumber, lath and shingles, being estimated in lumber

THE LUMBER TRADE.
measure. Twenty years afterward, in 1883, they sold on the same
basis 38,500,000 feet. In 1882, C. W. Hinckley & Co. built a
planing-mill on Ullman Street, directly opposite the yard-gate of
Bigelow Bros., for the purpose of planing lumber sold by the latter
firm. Taking all things into account, the conveniences for conduct
ing business enjoyed by this company are most excellent.
A. A. Bigelow was born in Washington County, N. V., on
November 7, 1833. -His parents were Anson and Eliza (Moores)
Bigelow, his father a native of Washington County, N. V., and his
mother of the village of Hudson, in the same State. Mr. Bigelow
spent his early life upon a farm, receiving his education at Cam
bridge Academy, in Washington County. At the age of nineteen,
he went to Troy, N. Y., and obtained employment as a clerk with
H. H. Dyke, collar and shirt manufacturer, with whom he remained
one year, and, in the spring of 1854, engaged as a clerk in the
commission and forwarding house of Griffen & Buel, in Albany,
N. Y. In March, 1855, having been taken sick, he moved West
to recruit his health, and settled in Racine, Wis., and became a
clerk for Nelson Pendleton, lumber manufacturer, who was operat
ing mills at Two Rivers, Wis. In 1858, he took an interest in
the business, the firm becoming Pendleton & Bigelow, which
was dissolved on January I, 1863, Mr. Bigelow having previously,
in September, 1862, come to Chicago and established the firm
of Bigelow Bros. Mr. Bigelow has been a member of Grace
Episcopal Church of Chicago since 1862, and, during many years,
a vestryman, and for three or four years a warden. He is also a
member of the Calumet Club, the Citizens' Association, and the
Washington Club. He was married, on December 13, 1859, to
Miss Emma Ullmann, daughter of Major Isaac J. Ullmann, of
Racine, Wis. His family consists of a son,—Nelson P., connected
with his father in business, and a daughter, Emelie S.
William H. Bigelow, deceased, the eldest of the Bigelow
brothers, was born in Washington County, N. Y., in 1828. He
attended Williams College, graduating from that institution in 1851.
He then took up the study of medicine, but on account of ill-health
was compelled to give up his studies, and, in 1853, he moved to
Anamosa, Iowa, where he engaged in civil engineering, and assisted
in building the railroad running from Sabula, on the Mississippi
River, to Maquoketa, Iowa, having been employed upon that work for
about two years. In 1855, he removed to Sioux City, Iowa, being
one of the early settlers of that place, and building the first land
office there. In 1857, he was appointed, by President Buchanan,
United States Land Receiver, holding the office until 1861. He
then engaged in the real-estate business until 1864, when he came
to Chicago and entered the firm of Bigelow Bros. Mr. Bigelow
died in August, 1882, from heart disease, from which he had
suffered many years. Mr. Bigelow married Miss Mary A. Hayes,
daughter of Dr. Hayes, of Brattleboro', Vt., and an own cousin of
ex-President R. B. Hayes. He had three children,—Russell A., a
practising attorney in New York City ; William H., now owner of
a tobacco plantation in North Carolina ; and Hayes.
Daniel W. Holmes was born at Lowell, Mass., in January,
1837, and is the son of Daniel G. and Huldah B. (Currier) Holmes.
Mr. Holmes attended the public schools, and, in 1857, graduated
from Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. He then taught a clas
sical school in Buffalo, N. Y., for five years. In 1862, he came to
Chicago and engaged in the grain and commission business on State
Street, near the corner of Randolph Street, as a member of the firm
of Garland & Holmes, both partners being members of the Board
of Trade. This partnership continued until 1864. He then em
barked in the wholesale metal trade, as a partner in the firm of
Downs, Garland & Holmes, afterward interested in the wholesale
carriage business, under the same name, up to 1873. On January
I, 1876, he formed a co-partnership with P. G. Dodge, under the
firm name of P. G. Dodge & Co. In January, 1833, W. S. Smith
was admitted a member of the firm. P. G. Dodge & Co. deal in
all varieties of hardwood, as well as turned balusters, table legs, new
el-posts, etc., in the rough. In 1883, their sales of Southern pine,
alone, amounted to one million feet; their entire sales aggregating,
during that,year, seven million feet. They have recently increased
their capacity for handling lumber by adding a branch yard. Near
this yard they operate a dry-kiln which has a capacity of one hun
dred and fifty thousand feet a month. Mr. Holmes married Mrs.
Lydia A. Wentworth, formerly Miss Lydia A. Moody.
The Kirby Carpenter Company.—The business of this
company was established in Milwaukee, Wis., in 1852, by Abner
Kirby. It was continued there by him until 1861, when S. M.
Stephenson became associated with Mr. Kirby. In 1862, A. A.
Carpenter and W. O. Carpenter joined the company, and, in 1863,
the firm transferred its business to Chicago. Their first location was
on the corner of Kinzie and North Market streets, where the business
was conducted until 1868, when a removal was made to Loomis
and Twenty-second streets. In 1872, the company was incorpor
ated with a capital stock of $500,000. The first (and present) officers
are A. A. Carpenter, president; S. M. Stephenson, vice-president
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and secretary ; and S. P. Gibbs, treasurer. The three mills of this
company are at the mouth of the Menominee River, Mich., and have
an annual capacity of 80,000,000 feet, including lath, pickets and
shingles. At that point they own 132,000 acres of choice pine tim
ber land and employ an average of six hundred men, and in the
Chicago yard three hundred. In transporting their lumber to
Chicago, they use six barges and one sailing vessel, owned by
themselves. Their lumber goes as far east as Boston and as far
west as Salt Lake City. The average cut of their mills is about
400,000 feet of lumber, about 300,000 shingles, and 80,000 lath a
day, and their aggregate annual sales amount to $1,500,000. S. M.
Stephenson is a resident of Menominee, Mich., where he superin
tends the large interests of the firm.
A. A. Catpentcr was born in Franklin County, N. Y., in 1825,
the son of Alanson and Gulia Elma (Nichols) Carpenter, his father
being a native of Vermont and his mother of Franklin County, N.
Y. The family moved to Western New York when their son was
six years of age. At the age of seventeen he engaged in farming
and stock-raising in Wyoming County, N. Y. In 1852, he went
to California, where he engaged in mining and merchandising for
three years. Returning to Western New York, he remained there
two years, and in 1857, moved to Monroe, Wis. There he carried
on the retail dry goods and lumber business until 1862, when he
changed his residence to Milwaukee, Wis. , and became connected
with the above firm. Mr. Carpenter married Prudence E. Hub
bard, daughter of Moses Hubbard, of Western New York. She
died in 1863. He then married Elizabeth K. Kempton, of New
Bedford, Mass. They have two children,—Annie S. and Albert
A., Jr.
Cook & Rathborne. — Among the representative lumber
companies of Chicago, few have better facilities for handling an
immense trade than have Cook & Rathborne. They occupy an
area eight hundred feet wide, located on Illinois Central Pier No. 1,
between two large and convenient slips running in from the lake.
In this area are located the yards, planing-mill and box-factory, all
owned and operated by this firm. Cook & Rathborne are the succes
sors to the old and well-known firm of Pitt & Cook, who first estab
lished their business in the above location in 1880, having been, prior
to that time, at the corner of Lumber and Twenty-second streets.
The firm has a dock frontage of over sixteen hundred feet, enabling
a fleet of vessels to discharge their cargoes at the same time. The
track of the Illinois Central Railroad extends through their immense
yards, and thus accommodation is afforded the firm in transporta
tion by rail. The yards always contain millions of feet of the
choicest lumber, which is constantly being shipped to all parts of the
country. The company draw their immense supply from the
choicest pine land districts of Michigan and Wisconsin. In the
center of their yards is a large planing-mill, in which they do a
heavy business for four other extensive lumber concerns located in
their district. The firm also operates a large box-factory, adjoin
ing the planing-mill, from which they turn out annually thousands
of pine and hardwood boxes. In their yards they employ about
twenty-five men, in the planing-mill the same number, and in the
box-factory a force of sixty operators. The business of the firm
amounts to about three-quarters of a million dollars annually, and
is constantly increasing. The firm is composed of George T. Cook
and William W. Rathborne.
C. J. L. Meyer commenced business in Chicago in 1865, in a
very moderate way, establishing a depot for the sale of his goods,
which were then manufactured at Fond du Lac, Wis. The venture
proved eminently successful. In addition to the above mentioned
mills he owns others at Harmansville, Mich., the aggregate capa
city of the mills at both places being 150,000 doors, 200,000 sash
and 60,000 blinds a year. In 1874, he erected a factory in Chi
cago, which, since 1877, has been under the management of his
eldest son, Julius P. Meyer. In connection with this factory, Mr.
Meyer conducts one of the largest lumber yards in the city,
on the North Pier. A large proportion of work turned out at
the Chicago factory is upon stairs, stair-railing, balusters, special
sizes of sash and doors, window-frames, etc., the regular-sized be
ing made at Fond du Lac, Wis., where Mr. Meyer, Sr., has his
home. His business is very extensive, he having sold, in recent
years, an average of about twenty million feet annually.
Louis Hutt came to Chicago from Malchin, MecklenburgSchwerin, in 1850. He first worked for P. W. Gates two years,
then went to Michigan and engaged in the manufacture of lumber
for an old firm named Canfield on the Manistee River, remaining
there until 1857, when he returned to Chicago, and found employ
ment as teamster with the lumber firm of Sheppard, Sheriffs& Smith.
After working for them about five years, he bought a team and be
gan business on his own account. In 1S66, he started a planingmill on the corner of Blackwell and Nineteenth streets, which he
conducted five years, and then formed a partnership with James I..
Johnson, who had been his bookkeeper for five years, under the
firm name of Hutt & Johnson. They commenced business at the
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corner of Seventeenth and Grove streets, and continued seven years,
at the end of which time Mr. Johnson died, and Mr. Hutt pur
chased of Mrs. Johnson her deceased husband's interest, which,
from an original investment of $1,000, had become, in the seven
years, worth $40,000. Since that time Mr. Hutt has been sole pro
prietor. In 1873, Mr. Hutt purchased a tract of land at the corner
of Nineteenth and Grove streets for $40,000, and erected thereon
his present planing-mill, box, sash, door and blind factory. In
1S78, he bought the ground upon which now stands the Indiana
Elevator, for $26,000, and sold it, upon condemnation, for $53,000.
He also bought of R. P. Derrickson, in 1879, ground for a lumber
yard on Twenty-second Street, for $60,000, which land is now occu
pied by the Soper Lumber Company. In 1S80, he bought his pres
ent lumber yard for $85,000. In his mill, factory and lumber yard,
and on his vessel, he employs one hundred and thirty-live men.
The sailing vessel is worth about $10,000, and is named " Hattie
Hutt." It is capable of carrying about 275,000 feet of lumber.
Mr. Hutt handles annually upwards of 13,000,000 feet of lumber,
3,000,000 shingles and 2,000,000 lath, and does an annual business
of about $300,000. Mr. Hutt was a private in Co. " E," 32d
Illinois Volunteer Infantry. In 1882, he was commissioned aidede-campon the staff of Governor Hamilton, with the rank of colonel.
In 1879, he was elected one of the Commissioners of Cook County
by the republican party, to which party he has always belonged.
In 18S2, he was the republican candidate for county treasurer, but
was defeated by his democratic opponent, William C. Seipp.
Hair & Ridgway.—The business of the firm of Hair &
Kidgway was established in 1S66, when Samuel Hair started a
planing-mill on Wells Street near I'olk. Here he remained alone
two years, when he took in as partner J. C. Mateer. After one
year Mr. Mateer sold his interests to William H. Odiorne. In 1S69,
the firm became Hair & Odiorne, the members of it being Samuel
G. and James A. Hair and William II. Odiorne. In 1876, the
business was removed to Paulina Street, and the planing-mill was
sold to Hair & Elphicke, the individual members of this firm being
J. S. and B. M. Hair, and C. W. Elphicke. The firm of Hair &
Odiorne went out of business in 1882. In 1878, I!. M. Hair bought
the interest of J. S. Hair, and, early in 1879, purchased that of Mr.
Elphicke. In the latter year, Mr. Hair sold a one-third interest to
William Kidgway, and the firm of Hair & kidgway was formed.
They manufacture boxes in connection with their other interests.
B. M. Hair was born at Covington, Ky., in 1848. His parents
were Rev. Gilbert M. and Jane M. (Semple) Hair. His father, a
Presbyterian minister, was a native of Washington County, Penn.;
his mother of Pittsburgh. At the age of fourteen, Mr. Hair engaged
in clerking in the dry goods business in Cambridge, Ind., for three
years. He then attended school at Elders Ridge Academy, Penn.,
and' finished his education at the Centreville Collegiate Institute,
Centreville, Ind. In 1867, he went to Baltimore, and after clerk
ing in a grocery store for a short time, in connection with Joseph
Ashbury, started a grocery store as the firm of Ashbury & Hair.
He then sold out his interest to Mr. Ashbury, and moved to McKeesport, Penn. , where he took charge of a hardware store two years.
In 1870, he came to Chicago, and for one year was clerk in the realestate office of J. Andrews. In 1871, he returned to Pittsburgh, to
accept a position in the office of his brother-in-law, H. D. 'Gamble,
clerk of the United States Court, which he held up to 1875, when
he moved to Springfield, 111., and became assistant State Treasurer
under Hon. Thomas S. Ridgway, then treasurer of Illinois. In
1S77, he came to Chicago and established the firm of Hair & El
phicke. Mr. Hair was married, in 1S73, to Hattie Ridgway, daugh
ter of Hon. Thomas S. Ridgway, of Shawneetown, 111. They have
four children,— Mabel, Genevieve, Ida and Thomas G.
William Ridgway was born at Shawneetown, 111., in 1S5S, and
is the son of Hon. Thomas S. Ridgway. In 1878, he came to
Chicago, and was bookkeeper for Hair & Elphicke, until 1879,
when he purchased a one-third interest in the business of B. M.
Hair. In March, 1884, he purchased an additional interest, making
him an equal partner. Mr. Ridgway was married in December,
1883, to Miss Minnie Carroll, daughter of Charles Carroll, of Shaw
neetown. III.
Palmer, Fuller & Co.—This firm is composed of William
A. Fuller, George li. Marsh and Vine A. Watkins. Azariah R.
Palmer, one of the original members of this firm, commenced busi
ness as a manufacturer of sash, doors and blinds in 1850, at Aurora,
111., near which place his father had settled many years before. He
continued in this branch of manufacture there until 1S66, when he
came to Chicago. On January 1, of that year, he formed a part
nership with William A. Fuller, and purchased the property and
business of the Goss & Phillips Manufacturing Company. In 1867,
George B. Marsh became a member of the firm, the name of which
became Palmer, Fuller & Co. In 186S, this firm purchased six
acres of land at the corner of West Twenty-second and Union streets,
and in 1S70, erected their present extensive buildings. In January,
1871, they occupied their new quarters, and in 1872, Vine A. Wat-

kins became a partner. In May, 1874, Mr. Palmer died, from a
disease contracted from exposure in overseeing the work of erect
ing the new buildings in 1S70. These structures, which are three
stories high, comprise machinery and finishing buildings, warehouse,
window-glass and glazing house, moulding and shaving building,
and office. The machinery, which is propelled by a 900 horse
power Corliss engine, turns out an array of designs which it would
be impracticable to describe, but which consist of sash, doors, blinds
and all kinds of hard and soft wood articles which are used in the
interior and outside decoration of buildings. They employ in their
factory and on their dock (which contains nine acres of ground with
ample railroad connections) about five hundred men. Their busi
ness extends all over the United States, to Mexico, Canada and to
some portions of England and Australia, and amounts annually to
from one million to one and a half million of dollars.
Azariah P. Palmer, deceased, was born in 1829. At the age
of sixteen he commenced his business life as an employe of King
Bros., manufacturers of sash, doors and blinds, at Aurora, 111.,
continuing with them for three years. Upon the removal of that
firm, in 1848, to Ottawa, III., he went also, and remained three
years. In 1851, he moved to Montgomery, Kane Co., 111., and in
connection with his brother, O. T. Palmer, engaged in the manu
facture of sash, doors, etc., as the firm of A. R. & 0. T. Palmer,
continuing that business uninterruptedly until 1866, with the excep
tion of two years, during which A. R. Palmer was engaged in the
marble business at Rockford, 111. In 1866, Mr. Palmer came to
Chicago, and established the house of Palmer, Fuller & Co. He
married Anna M. Watkins, daughter of Miner Watkins, of Con
necticut. They have one son, Frank T. W.
IVilliam A. Fuller was born at Lancaster, Worcester Co.,
Mass., in 1S36, and is the son of Ephraim and Judith (Goss) Ful
ler. His early life was spent upon a farm, but at the age of seven
teen he was appointed agent of the Worcester & Nashua Railroad,
at South Lancaster, Mass., holding that position one year. In the
fall of 1854, he came to Chicago, and was employed as bookkeeper
for Goss & Phillips, until January I, 1866, when, in connection with
A. R. Palmer, he purchased the entire business and good-will of
Goss & Phillips. Mr. Fuller married, in i860, Ginevra, daughter
of Lauriston Walker, of Oswego, 111. They have two children,—
Leroy W., now of the firm of R. W. English & Co., lumber dealers,
and Ginevra.
Babcock & Park.—This firm is composed of W. S. Babcock
and George 1 1 . Park. It was formed in 18S0, previous to which time
both members of it had had considerable experience in the lumber
business. The firm of Babcock, Martin & Co., of which this firm is
the successor, was formed in 1866, and was composed of W. S. Bab
cock, S. K. Martin and S. V. Babcock. As such, it existed until
1870, when S. K. Martin withdrew from the partnership, and the two
brothers continued business under the style of Babcock Bros., near
the old location on Lumber and Twenty-second streets. In 1880,
the firm of Babcock & Park was formed. Mr. Park commenced
business in i860, at the corner of Slate and Seventeenth streets, as
a member of the firm of Fenner, Park & Co., this firm having a
planing-mill, and sash, door and blind factory. The partnership
was dissolved in 1864, and Mr. Park became a member of the firm of
Edwards, Park & Co., doing a planing-mill and lumber business at
No. 775 South Canal street. This firm was dissolved in 1866, and
W. J. Edward ; commenced the manufacture of road-graders at Halsted and Sixteenth streets, where he is still engaged in the same en
terprise. Mr. Park formed a partnership with Albert Soper, in 1866,
under the firm name of Park & Soper, which lasted until 1880, when
he joined Mr. Babcock in business. The firm of Babcock & Park
employ thirty-five men, and sell about 12,000,000 feet of lumber,
3,000,000 shingles and 1,000,000 lath each year.
George II. Park was born at Millbury, Mass. , in 1833, and is
the son of John W. and Betsey (Ilarbach) Park. He began his
business career in 1853 as an employe in the sash, door and blind
factory of Armsby, Morse is. Co., in Millbury, remaining with them
five years. In 1858, he came to Chicago, and was at first foreman
of the sash, door and blind factory of Combs, Merry & Co. .corner
State and Seventeenth streets, and, in i860, became a member of the
firm of Fenner, Park & Co. In i860, Mr. Park married Elvira J.
Williard, daughter of Josiah B. and Mary B. Williard, formerly of
Fitchburg, Mass. They settled in Chicago in 1858, and, in 1864,
moved to Mattoon, 111., where Mr. Williard died in 1877. Mrs.
Williard is now living in Milwaukee.
Charles W. Davis.—In 1866, Mr. Davis entered the employ
of Richard Mason, one of the pioneer lumbermen of Chicago, and
remained in that capacity ten years. During that time, he became
familiar with the lumber trade in all its details, and, in 1876, estab
lished a lumber yard of his own, on the south side of the river, at
his present location. He has a dock front of Soo feet, and his yard
is 400 feet in depth, and it is admirably arranged for convenience in
handling large quantities of lumber. Ten million feet may be piled
on his yard at one time. Mr. Davis both stores lumber and sells it
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on commission. His receipts annually average about 30,000,000
feet, and his business requires the constant employment of about
one hundred and twenty-five men.
The Chicago Lumber Company was established in 1S66, and
is the largest lumber company in the United States. The business
was conducted in Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri, for some
years before the opening of their present large yard in Chicago.
The average amount carried is 35,ooo,ooo,feet; and from this, as a
point of supply, their one hundred and two other yards, located in
the principal cities and towns of the States just named, but prin
cipally in Kansas and Nebraska, are mainly supplied. In 1881,
their sales aggregated 149,000,000 feet of lumber, while in 1884,
they reached the enormous amount of 370,000,000, valued at
$8,000,000. On May 8, 1885, one of the largest fires that ever
occurred in a lumber yard destroyed for them, in Chicago, 15,000,000
of lumber, the aggregate loss amounting to $328,000. The insurance
realized on this loss was $302,500, and 10,000,000 feet of lumber
were saved from the flames. This company commenced handling
Southern pine on a large scale in 1882, and, in 1884, their sales of
this species of lumber reached 20,000,000 feet. The cash capital
of the company in 1884, was over $3,000,000. In 1882, they
erected a planing-mill and sash and door factory, both of which are
thoroughly fitted up with improved machinery.
M. T. Greene, manager of the Chicago Lumber Company,
was born in Western New York in 1846, the son of Ferguson and
Mary S. (Torrey) Greene. He spent his early boyhood and ac
quired his early education in Western New York. At the age of
sixteen he entered the 26th New York Battery, and remained con
nected with it until mustered out of service in July, 1865. He then
returned to his home, and in a short time went West, to seek his
fortune. His first venture was in Harrisonville, Cass Co., Mo.,
thirty-eight miles southeast of Kansas City. This was early in
1866. In the latter part of 1868, he started a lumber yard at
LaCygne, Kans., before the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Rail
way reached that town. He also established numerous other
lumber yards in these two States, as well as in Nebraska and Iowa.
In 1872, he came to Chicago where he has since resided as the gen
eral manager of the immense interests of the Chicago Lumber
Company. Mr. Greene takes unusual interest in the history of
Southeastern Kansas, aside from the fact of having numerous
lumber yards in that section of the country, inasmuch as one of the
partners in the Chicago Lumber Company (Frank Colpetzer) is a
son of William Colpetzer, who was one of the five fatally shot by
James A. Hamilton's men, at the inhuman massacre of the Marais
des Cygnes.
Fitz Simons & Connell. —This firm is composed of Charles
Fitz Simons and Charles J. Connell. It was established in 1867,
in which year they erected a mill on Magazine Slip, for sawing
heavy timber. Many of the contracts taken by this company have
been very large, one of the most extensive in the way of bridgebuilding being that under which they constructed all the wooden
bridges on the Union Pacific Railway between the North Platte
River and Salt Lake City. During the prevalence of high prices
for freighting lumber to Chicago, the firm conceived the idea of
rafting their timber in the log across Lake Michigan, and made the
experiment, sometimes bringing as much as one million feet of tim
ber in one raft. It was landed at the North Pier, and there sawed
into such timber as their trade demanded. After the panic of 1873,
timber freights were so far reduced that there was no profit in tow
ing rafts and the practice was abandoned. Since then they have
continued the manufacture of heavy timber and the building of
bridges, the Howe-truss bridge being one of the kinds made. Dur
ing the year they handle about six million feet of timber, selling to
the trade, to railway companies and to bridge-builders. They are
also engaged in dredging and dock-building. Upon the dissolution
of the firm of Fox & Howard—the oldest firm of dock-builders in
the city—Fitz Simons & Connell formed a partnership with Harry
Fox, and upon his death assumed entire control of the business,
which they still conduct. As illustrations of the character of the
work done by this firm may be mentioned the Fullerton-avenue con
duit, four thousand feet of the Lincoln Park breakwater, two thou
sand feet of the United States breakwater, the substructure of the
Rush-street bridge (built in 1884), and five thousand feet of the lake
shore protection at South Park. The latter is a novel and remark
able piece of work, conceived by I. Frank Foster, the engineer. It
consists primarily of sloping pavement, commencing in piles driven
in the lake, the upper ends of which are about six inches below the
low-water line, and extending back upon the shore to a distance of
about thirty feet above this line, rising gently in a curvilinear in
cline, thus permitting the force of the waves gradually to expend
itself. The pavement is constructed of Lemont stone, and cost
about $100,000. It is confidently believed that, although this kind
of shore protection has as yet received but little attention, it is des
tined to become widely approved and in great demand.
Brigadier-Gentral Charles Fitz Simons is a native of New Y'ork

State, and of Irish parentage. He entered the Union army on July
17, 1861, from Rochester, N. Y., as captain of the 3d New York
Cavalry. On May 15, 1S62, he was promoted to the rank of major
of the same regiment, and was made lieutenant-colonel of the 21st
New York Cavalry, in October, 1863. He was commissioned col
onel of this regiment, and brevetted brigadier-general, in February,
1865. After serving one year on the frontier, he was mustered out
of the service on June 26, 1866. He then came to Chicago, and
has ever since been actively connected with the business of his firm.
Since 1881, he has had command of the First Brigade of the Illinois
National Guard. He was a candidate for Congress in the Third Illi
nois District in the fall of 1884, but, owing to a dual republican
candidacy, James H. Ward, democrat, was elected. General Fitz
Simons married Augusta M. Riley, daughter of the late Justin
Riley, of Brighton, N. Y.
William E. Strong was born at Granville, Washington Co.,
N. Y., on August 10, 1840. In 1849, ne was taken by his parents to
Western New York, and, in 1853, removed to Jefferson Prairie, Rock
Co., Wis., where his father had purchased a farm. He worked on
this farm until he was about seventeen years of age, and in Novem
ber, 1857, removed to Racine, Wis., and studied law with Strong &
Fuller until his admission to the Bar on April 15, 1861. Mr. Strong
immediately thereafter raised a company of volunteers, of which he
was elected captain, his commission bearing date April 24, 1861.
He served in the Army five years, four months and seven days, and
was honorably discharged from the service on September 1, 1866.
On January 1, 1807, Mr. Strong formed a business connection with
The Peshtigo Company, and removed to this city. On April 25,
1867, he was married to Miss Mary Bostwick Ogden, a daughter of

Mahlon D. Ogden, and a niece of Chicago's first mayor, William B.
Ogden. On July 12, 1S67, he was elected secretary and treasurer
of The Peshtigo Company, retaining that office until October 25,
1873, when he was elected president and has retained that position
since. On May 7, 1872, he was elected treasurer and assistant sec
retary of the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship Canal and
Harbor Company, this Company having organized on that date for
active operations. On November 13, 1874, Mr. Strong was chosen
a director, which office he at present fills. He took an active part
in the construction of the Sturgeon Bay Canal, which was completed
and accepted by the State of Wisconsin in December, 1881. On
August 3, 1877, Hon. William B. Ogden died, and designated Mr.
Strong as one of his executors and trustees ; he qualified as such in
New York City, on September 13, 1877, and immediately entered
upon the discharge of the duties of his office, and has continued to
act as such executor and trustee since that time.
KELLEY, RATHBONE & Co.—This firm is composed of Asa P.
Kelley, Joseph Rathbone and William E. Kelley. Their business
was established in 1S67. They have mills at Muskegon and Spring
Lake, Mich., and three yards in Chicago,—one on the Illinois Cen
tral pier, with 1300 feet of dockage, another on Center Avenue with
1200 feet of dockage, and the third at the corner of Lock and Cologne
streets, with a dock front of 400 feet. Their sales amount to about
70,000,000 feet a year.
Asa P. Kelley was born at Conway, N. H., in 1822. His
parents were David and Annie (Sterling) Kelley. His early life was
spent upon a farm, receiving his education at the Fryeburg Acade
my, Fryeburg, Maine. In 1845, he commenced his business life as a
civil engineer, but after three years' practice of his profession,
engaged in the lumber trade on his own account at Passadumkeag,
Maine, until 1855, when he went to Davenport, Iowa, and dealt in
live stock for seven years. In 1 862, he came to Chicago and engaged
in the grain and commission business as a member of the firm of
Higgins, Kelley it Co., of which he continued a member until 1867,
when he established the lumber firm of Kelley, Wood & Co. This
partnership was dissolved in 1876, and the firm of Kelley, Rathbone
& Co. established. Mr. Kelley married Mary A. Morrill, of Maine.
They have three children: William E.; Annie E., now wife of
William W. Ireland, of Rochester, Minn.; and Mary H.
William E. Kelley, eldest son of Asa P. Kelley, was born in
Passadumkeag, Maine, in 1850. He received his education in a pre
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paratory school in Massachusetts and at Yale College. In 1871,
he entered the employ of Kelley, Wood & Co. as a clerk, continu
ing with them up to 1876, when he became a member of the above
firm. He has been vice-president of the Lumbermen's Exchange
for two terms, from 1882 to 1884. Mr. Kelley married Miss
Margaret A. Vail, daughter of Asa Vail, of Chicago. They have
three children,—William R., Eleanor V. and Asa R.
T. H. Sheppard & Co.—T. H. Sheppard is at present the
only member of this firm. In 1867, the lumber firm of Bradley,
Sheppard & Smith was established, of which Mr. Sheppard was a
member for five years. In 1876, he entered the firm of A. R. Gray
& Co., remaining seven years. In 1883. he established himself in
business at the foot of Paulina Street, under the present firm name.
In 1883, he handled twenty-three million feet of lumber. Mr.
Sheppard deals in pine lumber, his specialty being thick uppers and
selects, principally from the Lake Superior region.
T. H. Sheppard was born in Cumberland County, N. J., in
1844, the son of Thomas and Mary ( Porter) Sheppard. At the age
of nineteen, he came to Chicago, and became connected with the
United States Railroad Postal Service under George B. Armstrong,
superintendent, and was one of the first to take a car out of Chicago
on the old Chicago & Galena Railroad, which position he held two
years. In 1867, he became an employe of Fuller & Fuller, whole
sale druggists, and later entered the lumber business. He was a
stockholder, and served as secretary and treasurer, of the Ontonagon
Lumber Company, from 1880 to 1882. Mr. Sheppard married M.
Louisa Clarke, daughter of S. G. Clarke, an early settler of Chi
cago, who was the first managing agent of the Western Union
Telegraph Company here. They have one child, a daughter,—
Birdie Louise.
George E. Wood commenced the lumber business at Daven
port, Iowa, in 1861, and remained there until 1869, when he came
to Chicago, and became a member of the firm of Kelley, Wood &
Co. This firm started a lumber yard at the corner of Twentysecond Street and Centre Avenue, where Kelley, Lowe & Co. still
carry on the business. Mr. Wood remained a member of this firm
until 1877, when he retired, taking, for his share of the concern,
the Michigan interests of the firm, consisting of a saw-mill and
pine lands at Muskegon, and on the Muskegon River. Since 1877,
he has carried on the business alone. His mill at Muskegon is a
circular and gangsaw mill, and has a capacity for cutting, during
the season, about twenty million feet of lumber. This lumber is
handled by Mr. Wood, and is sold by him to yard dealers. Mr.
Wood was born at East Douglas, Mass., in 1837. His parents
were William F. and Emily (Curtis) Wood, who settled in Moline,
111., in 1855, where his father died in 1856, his mother residing in
Chicago up to the time of her death in 1883. Mr. Wood spent his
early life in Worcester, Mass. In 1855, he went into the employ
of Burnell, Gillet & Co., manufacturers of lumber at Davenport,
Iowa, remaining with them until 1861, when he engaged in the
lumber business in that city on his own account. Mr. Wood mar
ried Miss Harriet L. Lovejoy, daughter of Lund Lovejoy, formerly
of Lowell, Mass. They have two children,—William F., engaged
in business with his father, and Annie L.
The Ludington, Wells & Van Schaick Company succeeded
a firm of the same name, which was composed of Harrison Lud
ington, Daniel Wells, Jr., Anthony G. Van Schaick and Robert
Stephenson. They commenced business in May, 1867, with saw
mills at Menominee, Mich., and lumber docks and yards at Chi
cago. The company occupies a prominent place among local firms
and manufacturers, and disposes of an average of fifty millions of
pine lumber annually. The officers are Harrison Ludington,
president; A. G. Van Schaick, vice-president; C. S. Burdsal, Jr.,
secretary; and Daniel Wells, Jr., treasurer.
Anthony G. Van Schaick was born at Albany, N. Y., in
1829. His father, Gerard Van Schaick, was a retired merchant of
that city, and his mother's maiden name was Araminta Piatt. The
son received a liberal education. Upon completing his studies, in
1849, he removed to Milwaukee, Wis., where he became a clerk for
Ludington & Co., lumber merchants. In 1855, he was admitted to
the firm, and four years later came to Chicago, continuing in the
lumber business. In 1869, he became manager of the Ludington,
Wells & Van Schaick Lumber Company. During Mr. Van Schaick's
residence in this city he has occupied several responsible positions
in various corporations. He has been twice elected president of the
Chicago Lumber Exchange, and is now serving his third term as
president of the Lumber Manufacturers' Association of the North
west, including Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Illi
nois. He is vice-president of the Ludington, Wells & Van
Schaick Company, the Joliet Mound Company, and the Marinette
Barge Line Company. For the past fourteen years he has been
treasurer of the Vessel-Owners' Towing Company and the Lumber
Kxchange. He is a stockholder in, and a director of, the Conti
nental National Bank of Chicago, and is also a director of the
Lumbermen's Iron Mining Company and the Menominee Manu
facturing Company, all being active and successful corporations.

Mr. Van Schaick has been twice married, his present wife, Ellen
Ludington, being a daughter of Ex-Governor Harrison Ludington,
of Wisconsin.
Sawyer-Goodman Company.— This firm was organized in
Chicago, in the spring of 1878, as a private corporation. The in
dividual members of the firm were Philetus Sawyer and his son Ed
gar P., of Oshkosh, Wis., and James B. Goodman and William O.
Goodman, of Chicago, all of whom had been engaged for years in
the manufacture and handling of lumber. Philetus Sawyer was
born in Rutland County, Vt., in 1816, and moved to Wisconsin in
1847, and, in 1849, moved from his farm at Rosendale, F'ond du
Lac Co.. to Oshkosh. There he contracted to run a mill by the
thousand, but soon branched out on his own account, dealing heavily
in logs, contracting with other mills and, in 1855, built a mill for
himself. He also made large purchases of pine lands built other
saw-mills and established lumber yards, and in this way acquired a
fortune. He was also largely instrumental in improving the Wolf
River, by a series of booms along flat places and dams at rapids,
until it became one of the best driving-streams in the Northwest.
Mr. Sawyer was one of the first directors of the Wolf River Boom
Company, which was incorporated in 1857. He was elected to
Congress in 1864, and served five consecutive terms in the House.
In 1880, he was elected United States Senator from Wisconsin.
The Messrs. Goodman became identified with the lumber business
in Chicago in 1S67, and are members of a family engaged in the
lumber business in Pennsylvania. Their business in Chicago was
conducted as a private corporation until the spring of 1880 when
the company was incorporated with Philetus Sawyer, United States
Senator from Wisconsin, president ; Edgar P. Sawyer, vice-presi
dent ; James B. Goodman, secretary; and William O. Goodman,
treasurer. The mills of this company are situated on the Menom
inee River, and contain all modern improvements. Owning large
tracts of pine timber, this company is enabled to produce the stock
necessary for their trade. Their yards in Chicago have a capacity
of about fifty million feet per annum. Its specialty is pine, whole
sale and retail.
William Owen Goodman was born at Wellsborough, Tioga
Co., Penn., in 1818, the son of Owen and Susan (Barber) Goodman.
His parents dying when their son was quite young, he was taken
to Columbia, Penn., where his early life was passed in his grand
mother's family; there he resided until he was sixteen years of age,
when he attended school at Athens, Penn. In 1866, he commenced
his business life in the employ of his uncle. General Williston, lum
ber dealer, at Athens, Penn., with whom he remained two years. In
186S, he came to Chicago and was employed by the Menom
inee River Lumber Company as bookkeeper, which position he
held up to 1869, when he became salesman for the firm, and after
ward represented the interest of Hon. Philetus Sawyer, in the same
company. In 1878, Mr. Goodman, in connection with Hon. P.
Sawyer, Edgar P. Sawyer, his son, and his brother, James B.
Goodman, organized the firm of Sawyer, Goodman & Co., which
was incorporated in 1880, as the Sawyer-Goodman Company. Mr.
Goodman was married, on October 31, 1878, to Erna M. Sawyer,
daughter of Hon. P. Sawyer. They have one child,—Kenneth S.
Grusendorf, Ott & Co.—This firm is the successor of that
of Henry Grusendorf & Co., established in 1867. In 1869, eight
individuals united and incorporated the Union Lumber Company.
In 1872, the name was changed to Grusendorf & Miller. In 1875,
Mr. Miller sold his interests to John Ott and F'red. F"ischer, since
which time the firm has been Grusendorf, Ott & Co. They have a
dock frontage of one hundred and fifty feet, the depth of the yard
being three hundred feet. Two vessels can unload their cargoes sim
ultaneously. Their trade is mainly with city dealers, and reaches
annually about eight million feet of lumber, three million shingles
and five million lath. Mr. Fischer, of this firm, resides in Elmhurst, DuPage Co., 111.
Henry Grusendorf was born in Hanover, Germany, on Septem
ber 15. 1829, the son of Hans H. and Catharine (Wolters) Grusen
dorf. His mother died in Germany in 1843. His father, who had
again married, came to America with his family in 1854, his sons,
Henry and Frederick, having preceded him in 1850. Mr. Grusen
dorf, Sr.. settled within sixteen miles of Chicago. In 1855, he re
moved to Clinton County, Iowa, where his sons Henry and Fred
erick purchased for him a homestead. At this place he lost his
second wife, and then immediately moved to Lyons in the same
county to reside with his son Henry, who cared for him until 1862,
when he went to visit his other son, Frederick, with whom he re
sided until his death in 1867. Henry Grusendorf came to America
in 1S50, and settled in Elmhurst, DuPage Co., III., where he was
employed upon farms and attended the country evening schools.
At the age of twenty-three he entered a store at F^lmhurst as a clerk,
remaining two years. In 1856, he moved to Lyons, Iowa and
opened a hotel, which he conducted until 1857,when he returned to
FClmhuist and purchased a country store of D. Mong, which he
managed until i860, at the same time being postmaster of the vil
lage. He then went back to Lyons, Iowa, and for a short time
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carried on a country store. In 1862, he came to Chicago and en
naw County, Mich., and the large tract of valuable pine lands in
gaged in the commission business on West Randolph Street. In the Lake Superior country, formerly owned by C. C. Thompson &
1863, he formed a partnership with Henry Batterman in the whole Co., they sold in the fall of 1882.
sale and retail grocery trade, as the firm of Batterman & Co. In
Corwin C. Thompson was born near Rochester, N. Y. , in
the spring of 1S65, he left the grocery business and became a mem
1826. His parents were Lott and Abigail (Gillette) Thompson,
ber of the Board of Trade, doing a commission business until June, both natives of Connecticut, who had settled in New York State in
1867, and in July of the same year founded the firm of Henry Gru- 1824. In 1837, they removed to the Western Reserve, near Cleve
sendorf it Co., lumber dealers. Through the various changes since land, Ohio. His father being a manufacturer of carriages, C. C.
the formation of the original firm, Mr. Grusendorf has exercised a Thompson learned the trade and conducted the business of his
personal superintendence of the business, having charge of the father there until he was twenty-one years of age. In 1859, Mr.
finances and general office work. In 1855, he married Miss Dora Thompson came to Chicago, and carried on the produce and com
Neddermeyer, of Hanover, Germany, at Klmhurst, 111. She died mission business on South Water Street as the firm of C. C. Thomp
on January 15, 1883, leaving three children,—Caroline, wife of Fritz son & Co., continuing business here up to 1861. In 1862, he re
Muller, of Chicago; Mathilde, wife of George Schroeder, of Chica
moved to St. Louis, and engaged in the produce and commission
go; and Edward O.
business there, furnishing also supplies to the United States Army
The Hamilton & Merryman Company. — This company during the Civil War, up to its close. In 1865, he established a lum
was established in 1855 at Fond du Lac, Wis., by I. K. and W. C. ber business in St. Louis, as the firm of Thompson Bros. & Co., in
Hamilton. In 1861, Merryman & Hunter bought the mill known 1871, opening a yard in Chicago. In 1873, he closed out his busi
as the Hawkins' Mill, and operated it from that time until 1S67, ness in St. Louis and came to reside in Chicago, where he has since
when the Messrs. Hamilton and A. C. Merryman formed a part
carried on the lumber business as C. C. Thompson & Co. Mr.
nership, and purchased large tracts of pine timbered land on the Thompson was elected vice-president of the Lumbermen's Exchange
Menominee River. In 1868, the business of Hamilton, Merryman & in 1880, and was acting president during most of that year. On
Co. was commenced at Marinette, Wis., where they erected a large his retirement, in his address delivered on March 12, 1881, before
and model mill, and also secured at Chicago dock and yard facili the Lumbermen's Exchange, he made the following prediction,
ties. Their pine forests, which lie tributary to the mill, aggregate which it is well to preserve as a matter of history:
about 70,000 acres. The mill was enlarged in the winter of
" It has been estimated that the increased demand in the pro
1883-84, and the aggregate cut of their mills is now about 27,000,000 duction of lumber since i860 has been at the rate of not less than
feet of lumber and 10,000,000 shingles annually, besides a large fifty per cent for every live years. Should this increase continue,
quantity of lath. The product of their mills is Drought to market I calculate that our forests must suffer annihilation within the next
by their own vessels, of which they have four. The company was twenty years. Year by year, as our country becomes populated,
incorporated in 1873, with I. K. Hamilton, president; W. C. Ham greater distances are covered by long stretches of railroads, not only
ilton, vice-president; and A. C. Merryman, secretary. The presi away from, but toward and into, our pine forests, as if for no other
dent of the company resides at Chicago, the vice-president being a purpose than their destruction. A demand has but recently sprung
resident of Fond du Lac, Wis., while Mr. Merryman manages the up for our choice pine in foreign lands, so that the product mainly
business at Marinette, Wis. In addition to their lumber business, confined to two States is a staple of the world, while the boundaries
this company owns a valuable iron mine, located in the Menominee of our home shipments are the Atlantic coast on the east, the Paci
range. This mine, now known as the Perkins mine, was opened in fic on the west and the Gulf of Mexico on the south. The natural
the winter of 1878-79, and has yielded since then, annually, about increase of our population fully justifies the prediction that the year
50,000 tons of good Bessemer ore. The mine was leased and 1900 will find our vast forests of soft pine exhausted, unless other
worked on royalty by the Saginaw Mining Company for the Cleve woods are introduced for their protection." Mr. Thompson has
land Rolling Mill Company. It was named in honor of Captain shown marked ability and judgment in every emergency of life.
John Perkins, the superintendent.
He is a man of strong impulses, ready in argument and a pleasant
/. A'. Hamilton was born at Lyme, Grafton Co., N. H., in speaker, whom his friends love, if his enemies do not. As a
religionist he is void of all superstition, and thinks for himself.
1830. His parents were lrenus and Mary E. (Kittredge) Hamil
ton. Mr. Hamilton at the age of nineteen commenced business He was early in life a whig, and among the first to embrace the
cause of the abolition of American slavery and the protection of
life as a clerk in a general store in St. Johnsbury, Vt., which em
ployment continued one year. In 1850, he went to New York City home industry. He is thoroughly a man of the age.
and was in the employ of E. & T. Fairbanks & Co. as a clerk four
IV. A. Thompson, eldest son of C. C. Thompson, was born at
years, after which he was with Latham & Co., car and locomotive St. Louis in 1854, and there received his education. His first busi
builders at White River Junction, Vt., for one year In 1855, he ness engagement was at that city in his father's employment, as
moved to Fond du Lac, Wis., and carried on the lumber business clerk with Thompson Bros. & Co., with whom he remained several
with his brother W. C Hamilton, as the firm of I. K. & W. C. years. He then went to the pineries of Wisconsin on his own ac
Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton married Mary L. Waterbury, daughter count and engaged in the lumbering business, in which he remained
of Harry Waterbury, of Connecticut. They have four children,— until 1872, when he came to this city and entered the firm of C. C.
Amy, now wife of R. J. O. Hunter, of Chicago; Louise, now wife Thompson & Co., with whom he stayed until the incorporation of
the new company, when he was made its treasurer.
of William Waller, of Chicago; Nathaniel W. and lrenus K., Jr.
Mendsen & Winter.—This firm is composed of J. F. MendSamuel II. DEMrsEY, junior member of the firm of Wintersen and T. Winter. Mr. Mendsen commenced the lumber business meyer & Dempsey, was born in Ireland in 1844. At the age of
at the corner of Throop and Twenty-second streets in 1868, and fourteen he emigrated to America, locating in Cincinnati, Ohio,
continued it alone until 1872. Mr. Winter was in the business where he apprenticed himself to the carpenter's trade. After
several years at Waukegan, and, in 1870, came to Chicago and en serving his time, he continued at his trade in Cincinnati until
tered into partnership with O. H. Queal, remaining with him until shortly after the War. He then removed to Kentucky, continuing
1872, when the firm was dissolved and the existing partnership at his trade of carpenter and builder, until the great fire occurred
formed. In 1875, the business was moved to the corner of Laflin in Chicago in 1871. When the re-building of the city commenced,
and Twenty-second streets, and, in 1881, to its present location. In he came here to make his permanent residence. Being a first-class
workman, he rapidly advanced his interests, and, in 1878, he was
1882, they sold about 20,000,000 feet of lumber.
The C. C. Thompson & Walkup Co.—Corwin C. Thomp enabled to commence operations on a much larger scale than he had
son, a member of the firm of Thompson Bros. & Co., of St. Louis, previously been permitted to do. He formed a co-partnership with
came to Chicago, in the spring of 1871, to establish a lumber yard Julius C. Wintermeyer, under the firm name of Wintermeyer &
as a branch of their St. Louis house. The members of the firm were Dempsey. They commenced general contracting work and con
C. C. Thompson, R. L. Henry and J. B. Thompson. The busi structed a large planing-mitl, which they still operate. Mr. Demp
ness at Chicago was conducted under the same firm name, the yard sey has taken and completed contracts for the lumber finishing of
being opened on Quarry Street, between Archer Avenue and the many prominent buildings in Chicago, and his venture has proved
river. In 1872, J. B. Thompson withdrew from the firm. In 1874, highly successful. He was married at Winchester, Ky., in 1870,
C. C. Thompson bought out the interest of Mr. Henry, and the to Miss Fannie Nicholas, a descendant of one of the oldest families
firm then became C. C. Thompson & Co. In 1874, Charles A. of that State. They have five children: Annie, Jennie, Fannie,
Paltzer was admitted to partnership, remaining a member until Pattie and Nellie. Mr. Dempsey is a Royal Arch Mason, though
1884. In 1880, W. A. Thompson became a member of the firm, non-affiliating with Chicago bodies. He is also a member of
and retains his interest. The business was conducted on Quarry Wendell Phillips Lodge, No. 252, A.O.U.W.; is treasurer of
Street until 1884, when it was transferred to its present location. the Wendell Phillips Building Association; and belongs to the
In the spring of this year the firm became an incorporated company Order of Foresters.
under the name of the C. C. Thompson & Walkup Company, with
S. A. Brown & Co.—This company is one of the largest
a capital stock of $280,000. C. C. Thompson was chosen president, lumber firms in Chicago. S. A. Brown started in the lumber busi
Thomas Walkup, secretary, and W. A. Thompson, treasurer. The ness in 1870, having a lumber yard in Kankakee, 111. On March.
business of this company for the last few years has amounted to I, 1S71, he started a lumber yard in Burlington, Kas., at the same
about fifty million feet of lumber per annum. The mills in Macki
time opening an office in Chicago at the corner of Twenty-second
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being on his farm. S. A. Brown remained at home until he was
twenty-one years of age, when he went to Michigan to manage a
farm owned by his father. In i860, he came to Chicago, and from
that time to 1870, moved about from place to place, being a portion
of the time in Chicago, a portion on the farm in Ontario County,
and elsewhere. In 1870, he started a lumber yard in Kankakee, 111.
T. WlLCE & Co.—The planing-mill of this firm was estab
lished by Thomas Wilce in 1872, and the lumber yard in 1S77. The
amount of lumber worked up annually is upwards of 30,000,000 feet,
and about seventy-five men are employed in the mill. In the yard,
the firm employs an average of fifty men. They handle 16,000,000
feet of lumber per annum, and 5,500,000 shingles and 1,000,000
lath. The aggregate amount of sales is $300,000 annually.
Thomas Wilce was born at Cornwall, England, in 1S19, and is
the son of Thomas and Mary (Venning) Wilce. He spent his early
life upon a farm, and at the age of nine
teen became employed as a builder in his
native town. In 1842, he emigrated to
Montreal, Canada, and was engaged in
building until 1848, when he came to
Chicago and continued in the same trade
up to 1S67. He then retired from active
business until 1S72, when he started a
planing-mill, and in 1877, connected with
the mill his present lumber yard. Mr.
Wilce was alderman of the old Tenth
Ward of Chicago from 1869 to 1871,
during which time he was a member of
the finance committee, and chairman of
it in 1870-71. He was a member of the
Board of Education from 1871 to 1875,
also treasurer of the Washingtonian
Home from 1878 to 1883, and director
of the same for seven years. Mr. Wilce
was married in Montreal, in 1846, to
Jane Carlisle, daughter of William and
Jane Carlisle, of Lincolnshire, England.
They have had eleven children,—Mary
J., now wife of H. H. Chandler, of
Chicago; William H., deceased; Emeline W., deceased; Thomas V., deceased;
Edwin P., Jennie L., Edmund H.,
George C. and Daniel V. (twins); Thom
as E. and Jessie, deceased.
E. P. Wilce & Co.—The business
of this firm was established in 1863, by
William Stevens, at the corner of Frank
lin and Van Buren streets, remaining
there until 1873, when it was moved to
its present location. Here Mr. Stevens
continued the business alone up to 1S81,
when E. P. Wilce became a partner and
the firm name was changed to Stevens,
Wilce & Co. In 18S3, Mr. Wilce bought
the interest of Mr. Stevens, and the firm
has since been E. P. Wilce & Co. They
employ one hundred and sixty men.
using, annually, about 12,000,000 feet of
lumber, and their business amounts to
from $325,000 to $350,000 a year.
E. P. Wilce is the eldest son of
Thomas Wilce, and was born at Chicago
in 1857. F'rom 1872 to 1879, he was
engaged with his father in the lumber
PRAIRIE AVENUE, NORTH FROM TWENTIETH STREET.
business. He then went to Winona,
Minn., and manufactured sash, doors,
The company is now composed of S. A. Brown and F. E. Parish, etc., until iSSi, when he returned to Chicago. Mr. Wilce married
the latter having united in business with Mr. Brown in 1877. An Miss Eva Bodley, of Newton, Iowa, and has one child, Edwina Mincident connected with their lumber business in Kansas is of in
Robert LasKINS commenced the lumber business in 1S63,
terest in this connection. In 1S83, the merchants of Humboldt, with J. S. Tuttle, at Niles, Mich. He continued with Mr. Tuttle
that State, organized a stock lumber company for the purpose of five years, when he became manager for Oglesvee & Manningly.
attracting trade to that city. In order to protect their lumber in
Here he remained also five years, and, in 1872, came to Chicago,
terests, not only in Humboldt, but in other cities and towns in the and established himself in the lumber business at the corner of
State, S. A. Brown built a large one-story store in Humboldt. The Twenty-second and Union streets. His specialty is hardwood
name under which this business is conducted is the S. A. Brown lumber, oak, ash, cherry, walnut, etc., of which he sells, annually,
Mercantile Company, the store is called the " Revolution," and is about 3,500,000 feet. Mr. Larkins was born at Geneva, Saratoga
managed as a Granger store. Customers come to it from distances Co., N. Y., in 1836. His parents, Henry and Eliza Larkins, were
as great as one hundred and fifty miles. Since its establishment, natives of England and settled in Geneva, in 1836. In 1848, they
removed to Monroeville, Ohio. Robert Larkins, at the age of sev
the prosperity of the city of Humboldt has been very largely en
hanced, real-estate having increased in value, and many sales enteen, learned the trade of a machinist in the shops of the Cleve
having been made during the year 1884, while previous to that land & Toledo Railroad (now the Lake Shore Railroad), at Norwalk, Ohio, and was connected with that road four years. In
year the city seemed to have ceased to grow.
S. A. Brown was born in Ontario County, N. Y., in 1837, tne 1858, he went to Valparaiso, Ind., and engaged in cutting logs,
son of Allen and Lovisa (Gooding) Brown. His father lived at and then in buying lumber in Marshall County, Ind., on his own
South Bristol, Ontario County, where he had a large farm and also account, selling it and delivering it himself. In 1867, he removed
kept a store, blacksmith shop, shoe manufactory, saw mill, etc., all to Niles, Mich., and commenced the lumber business with J. S.

Street and Center Avenue. Soon after he established lumber yards
at Humboldt, Independence, Ottawa, Lawrence, Emporia, Parsons
and Fort Scott, Kas., and subsequently at numerous other places,
to the aggregate number of sixty in the State. In Missouri the
firm have fifteen lumberyards, the principal ones being at Carthage,
Springfield, North Springfield, fierce City, Lebanon, Webb City,
Sarcoxie and Lamar. They have five lumber yards in Nebraska,
the principal ones being at Lincoln and Hickman. In 1878, they
built a planing-mill and sash, door, blind and moulding factory on
Canal Street, south of Eighteenth Street. The capacity of the mill
and of the factory have been increased since they were built, and
a 200 horse-power engine has been supplanted by one of 350 horse
power. The building is of brick, and is two stories high. One
hundred men are employed in both mill and factory, and they have
a capacity for turning out about $500,000 worth of work a year.

THE LUMBER TRADE.
Tuttle, as stated above. Mr. Larkins married Miss Helen Judd,
of Flint, Mich. They have two children living,—Augusta, now
wife of William Daubenspeck, of Chicago, with the Goss & Phil
lips Manufacturing Company; and Robert, Jr. Nellie and Gracie
are dead.
Ruddock, Nuttall & Co.—The predecessors of this firm
were Ruddock & Palmeter, organized at Berlin, Wis., in 1861, by
Thomas S. Ruddock and James H. Palmeter. The latter gentle
man, originally from New York State, was one of the pioneers of
Wisconsin. Both he and Mr. Ruddock had been in the lumber
business in Wisconsin some ten or twelve years before entering into
partnership with each other. When the partnership was formed in
1 86 1 , they began business as lumber manufacturers, running at
that time two mills, each with a capacity of 5,000,000 a year.
Closing out their business at Berlin, in 1867, they established them
selves, about the same time, at Manistee, Mich., taking into the
firm L. W. Nuttall, of the latter place, the firm name becoming
Ruddock, Palmeter & Co. In 1872, they opened a lumber yard on
Eaflin Street, Chicago, just south of Twenty-second Street. In 1867,
William H. Gifford, of Hudson, N. Y., became a member of the
firm, remaining connected therewith until 1876, when he retired,
and Charles H. Ruddock was admitted into partnership. In 1881,
Mr. Palmeter retired, and the name of the firm became Ruddock,
Nuttall & Co. The mills of this company are still located at Man
istee, Mich., where they own about twenty thousand acres of land.
Most of their lumber is shipped to Chicago from these mills in the
two barges owned by them. Mr. Nuttall resides at Manistee, Mich.
Thomas S. Ruddock was born at Conway, Mass., in i8i3.
His parents were Justice and Rhoda Ruddock, who settled in Ke
nosha, Wis. Thomas S. Ruddock first engaged in farming and in
the stock business near Kenosha, Wis., continuing up to 1849,
when he went to California and engaged in mining and prospect
ing. In 1851, he returned to Kenosha, and engaged in the mer
cantile business. In 1854, he commenced the lumber business in
Berlin, Wis., owning and running several saw-mills and a stavemill. He also owned a steamboat which plied on the Fox and
Wolf rivers between Portage and Oshkosh. He was also president
of the First National Bank of Berlin. In 1861, he established the
firm of Ruddock & Palmeter, predecessors of the present firm.
Mr. Ruddock married Miss Maria N. Newell, daughter of Asa
Newell, of Cabbotsville, Mass. They have four children,—Charles
H., Fred S., May and Nellie.
Charles //. Ruddock, eldest son of Thomas S. Ruddock, was
born at Racine, Wis., in 1848. At the age of eighteen he com
menced his business career as an employe with the firm of Ruddock
& Palmeter, in Berlin, Wis., remaining with them three years. In
1869, he came to Chicago, and after a residence of six months,
returned to Berlin to take a position in the First National Bank.
In 1871, he removed to Milwaukee, Wis., and engaged in the lum
ber commission business with E. B. Simpson, as the firm of E. B.
Simpson & Co. In 1873, he came to Chicago in charge of the
house of Simpson, Ruddock & Co. In 1876, the firm of E. B.
Simpson & Co. having been discontinued, Mr. Ruddock remained
in Chicago with the firm of Ruddock, Palmeter & Co., and, in
1881, was admitted as a member of the firm of Ruddock, Nuttall &
Co., as above stated. Mr. Ruddock married Miss Sarah A. Bill
ings, daughter of A. M. Billings, of Chicago.
Walter Shoemaker & Co.—This firm is composed of Walter
Shoemaker and Charles D. Bull. The business was started in
Aurora, 111., in 1865, by Mr. Shoemaker and Mr. Howell, father of
S. R. Howell. It was continued in Aurora until 1873, when Mr.
Shoemaker and S. R. Howell formed a partnership and established
themselves in Chicago, locating their lumber yard and office on the
corner of Throop and Twenty-second streets. This firm continued
until 1878, when it was dissolved. Mr. Shoemaker then located a
yard and office on Ashland Avenue, south of Twenty-second
Street, and in May, 1881, he admitted to partnership Charles D.
Bull and J. P. Higgins, the style of the firm becoming Walter
Shoemaker & Co., as it still remains. In the fall of 1881, J. P.
Higgins died, since which time the two other members have consti
tuted the firm. Their yard has a front of 900 feet, a depth of 250
feet, and a dock-front of 875 feet. This firm confine themselves
exclusively to Northern pine, of which they handle about twenty
million feet annually.
Waller Shoemaker was born in Montgomery County, N. Y.,
in 1839. His parents, Jacob A. and Catharine (Wohlgemuth)
Shoemaker, both natives of Montgomery County, settled in Aurora,
111., in 1858, where his father died and his mother is still living.
At the age of eighteen, Walter Shoemaker engaged as an employe in
the dry goods house of Miller & Pease, in Aurora, remaining with
them four years, and afterward for one year with Hackney & Gard
ner, lumber dealers. In 1864, the firm of Hackney & Gardner hav
ing dissolved, Mr. Shoemaker engaged in the lumber business with
Mr. Hackney as the firm of Hackney & Shoemaker. One year af
terward, I. M. Howell purchased the interest of Mr. Hackney ami
the firm was changed to Howell & Shoemaker, as stated above.
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Mr. Shoemaker is a member of the Illinois Club and of the Cente
nary Methodist Episcopal Church. He married Miss Kate Shull,
daughter of Daniel L. Shull, of Montgomery Co., N. Y. They
have one child,—Charles W.
S. R. HOWELL & Co.—The firm of Shoemaker & Howell was
established on May 1, 1873, and was composed of Walter Shoe
maker and S. R. Howell. It was located at Twenty-second and
Throop streets, and remained there until 1878, when Mr. Howell
bought the interest of Mr. Shoemaker, and has since conducted the
lumber business alone under the firm name of S. R. Howell civ; Co.
On May 1, 1S83, he moved to his present location. His yard has
a dock-front of 1,700 feet and a depth of 325 feet. During rS83,
he sold about 40,000,000 feet and in 1884, 50,000,000 in the aggre
gate, lath and shingles being reduced to lumber measure. He has
also a lumber yard at Atchison, Kas. , doing the largest business and
being the only exclusively wholesale yard west of Chicago, the
sales aggregating, in 1884, 60,000,000 feet of lumber. He also has
yards at different points in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska.
S. J?. Howell was born in Aurora, 111., in 1849, the son of
Isaac M. and Cornelia (Ruggles) Howell, his father being a native
of New York State and his mother of Ohio. They settled in Au
rora, 111., in 1841, where his father engaged in farming until i860,
when he commenced the lumber business with C. S. Roe as the firm of
Roe & Howell. This firm continued until 1865, when Isaac M.
Howell sold out his interest, and purchased the interest of Mr. Hack
ney in the firm of Hackney & Shoemaker, Aurora, 111., and the firm
became Howell & Shoemaker. In 1873, Mr. Howell, Sr., bought the
interest of Mr. Shoemaker, and continued business alone up to the
day of his death, which occurred on November 7, 1881. S. R.
Howell left school at the age of eighteen and entered the employ
of Howell & Shoemaker, at Aurora, III., as a clerk, continuing in
that position two years. He then went to Washington Territory,
purchasing lands. Returning the same year to Geneva, 111., he
served as deputy county treasurer and clerk of Kane County, hold
ing that position until May 1, 1873, when he came to Chicago and
entered into partnership with Mr. Shoemaker. Mr. Howell is a
member of the Citizens Association and Indiana Club of Chicago.
He is also a stockholder in the Purington-Kimball Brick Com
pany, and was one of the directors of same in 1883. Mr. Howell
married Miss Henrietta Calhoun, daughter of John Calhoun, for
merly of Pittsburgh, Penn., and now a resident of Chicago.
, Basse & Co.—The business of this company was established,
in 1873, by Ferdinand L. F. Basse at the northeast corner of Divis
ion Street and Elston Avenue. After conducting it alone one year,
he admitted to partnership August Meyer, since which time the firm
has been Basse & Co. In 1882, the yard and office were removed
to their present location. The dock front is 550 feet, and the depth
of the yard 190 feet. During the first year, Mr. Basse sold about
2,000,000 feet of lumber, and, during 1883, about 6,000,000 feet.
It is confidently expected that in 1884 the sales will reach 8,000,000
feet of lumber, 1,500,000 shingles, 2,000,000 lath and 6,000 cedar
posts. Mr. Basse was with Mears, Bates & Co. from 1854 to 1861,
and from 1863 to 1871. He then located a yard on the North Pier
for C. J. L. Meyer, remaining there from January 1, 1872, to Jan
uary I, 1873, and established his own business on May I, 1873.
Ferd. L. F. Basse was born in Prussia, Germany, in 1836. His
parents, Henry and Louisa (Tourmer) Basse, both natives of Ger
many, came to America in 1854, and settled in Chicago, his father
dying the same year; his mother is still living. F. L. F. Basse came
to Chicago with his parents in 1854, and he at once went into
the employ of Mears, Bates & Co., lumber dealers. Mr. Basse was
married on July 16, 1863, to Caroline Meiners, of Germany. They
have three children,—Clara, Annie and Richard. Mrs. Basse's
father died in Germany, and her mother came to Chicago in 1854,
and died that year.
August Meyer was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1831, and
is the son of Daniel F. and Wilhelmine (Kruge) Meyer, who came
to the United States in 1854, and settled on a farm in DuPage
County, 111. Mr. Meyer preceded his parents in leaving his native
country, having come to America in 1850. He engaged in farming
interests in DuPage County, acting as superintendent and book
keeper, then becoming owner of a farm, until 1871, when he sold
out his interests and moved to Chicago, taking a position of travel
ling agent for N. S. Bouton & Co., dealers in agricultural supplies.
In 1873, he became a partner with Mr. Basse in his present busi
ness. Mr. Meyer served as town clerk of Addison, DuPage Co.,
111., for six years, in 185S, and from 1864 to 1871; also as supervisor
of the same town. He was a commissioner of Cook County from
1877 to 1SS0. He married, on June 9, 1864, Miss Maria Dora Piper,
daughter of Christopher Piper. They have had one child, William,
who died in 1878.
John B. Daniels was born at Providence, R. I., in 1S31, the
son of Dexter and Margaret P>. (Bates) Daniels. He was educated
at the public schools of his birthplace, graduating from the high
school. Upon leaving school, he entered the wholesale boot and
shoe business in Proyjdence, where he remained fifteen years. In
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1868, he came to Chicago, and commenced the publishing business,
and became connected, in 1875,with the Northwestern Lumberman,
in the advertising department, and has been with that journal since
that time. Mr. Daniels was chosen President of the National Build
ing Company at the first election held by the corporation. He is a
man of energy, coupled with the caution so proverbially attached to
citizens of Eastern birth. He was married at Warren, R. I., in
January, 1863, to Miss Mary E. Moore, and has five children,—
Nellie, Frank B., Alexander M., Constance and Walter.
Augustus F. Fisher, lumber merchant, was born at Pricbrow,
near Berlin, Prussia, on October 4, 1838. He came to the United
Statesin June, 1855, joining his older brother Henry, who was en
gaged in business in Chicago. Here he learned the trade of car
riage and wagon-maker. In the fall of 1857, he commenced his
career as a lumberman in the employ of his brother, who was con
ducting a retail yard on West Randolph Street. In April, 1858, he
went to Pontiac, III., taking charge of and conducting the lumber
business of William Ellis, a resident of Chicago, for fouryeais. In
August, 1862, he enlisted in Co. " G," 129th Illinois Volunteers,
serving until the close of the War, being mustered out of service on
June 8, 1865, in camp near Washington, D. C, having taken part
in General Rosecrans's campaign, in 1862-63, through Kentucky
and Tennessee, and General Sherman's campaigns, in 1864-65,
through Georgia and the Carolinas. He then returned to Pontiac,
III., and in November, 1865, engaged in the lumber business, as
the firm of Fisher & Turner, which firm he succeeded in March,
1866, continuing and establishing by his unaided efforts the largest
lumber business in the State outside of Chicago. In November,
1878, he removed to Chicago, after travelling with his wife six
months in Europe. While a resident of Pontiac, Mr. Fisher was
one of its most influential and enterprising citizens. He was alder
man three terms, from 1872 to 1877, and mayor one term. On
May I, 1880, he formed a co-partnership with Thomas Walkup,
under the style and firm name of Walkup, Fisher & Co., and com
menced business in Chicago. The firm continued until July I, 1883,
when Mr. Fisher purchased the interest of his partner in the Chi
cago business, and sold his interest in the manufacture of lumber at
West Troy, Newaygo Co., Mich., to Mr. Walkup, since which time
Mr. Fisher has continued in the business in this city alone. He is
located on Robey Street, south of Blue Island Avenue, where the
dock has a water front of 1300 feet, the depth of yard is 245 feet,
and track-room for forty cars. In 1884, he handled 22,000,000 fee^t
of lumber, 35,000,000 shingles, and 6,000,000 lath. Mr. Fisher
was married in April, 1878, to Josephine F. Schneider, daughter of
John Schneider, of Pontiac, 111. She was born in Ohio, her parents
having settled there in 1853. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher have had three
children,—Frederick A., Harold A. and Horace E. (deceased).
Cutler, White & Hoick.—The business of this firm was
started by William M. Ferry, who established himself in the lumber
trade in Chicago, in 1849, on Market Street, between Washington
and Madison streets. N. H. Ferry was at this time his clerk. In
1852, the firm became Ferry & Sons, by the admission into partner
ship of N. H.and Thomas W. Ferry. Ia 1857, their office was
removed to No. 236 Adams Street, and their yard to the corner of
Lumber and Old streets. About this time. N. H. Ferry retired, and
the firm name became Ferry & Son, remaining thus until 1868, when
William M. Ferry retired, and Edward P. Ferry became the partner
of his brother, Thomas W. , the firm name being changed to Ferry
& Bro., and remaining thus until 1882. This firm was one of the
oldest in the city, and it was also one of the wealthiest and larg
est. It had, in Michigan, three first-class steam mills, two for
lumber, with a capacity of eighty thousand feet a day, and one
for shingles. Its lumber was transported from the mills in Michi
gan to the yard in Chicago by three large barges. Besides owning
these three vessels, Ferry & Brother were interested in the Michi
gan Barge Line, which sailed fourteen vessels, and they were also
largely interested in the Grand Haven Steamboat Line. Thomas
W. Ferry, the senior member of the firm, became acting vice-presi
dent of the United States upon the death of Vice-President Wilson,
from December 20, 1875, to March 4, 1877. He began his politi
cal career in 1850, as representative in the Michigan Legislature,
and was a member of the United States House of Representatives
during the sessions of the XLth, XLIst, and XLIId Congresses,
after which he was elected United States senator, to succeed Jacob
M. Howard. The firm of Ferry & Brother sold their business and
property in Chicago in 1882, to Cutler & White (D. Cutler, of
Grand Haven, Mich., and T. S. White, of Grand Rapids). In
May, 1883, H. M. Boice, who had been agent for Ferry & Bro.
since 1873, and was then agent for Cutler & White, entered the
firm. Cutler, White & Boice retain all the old employes of Ferry &
Brother and have nearly all their trade. Their yard, which lies
along the South Branch, north of Eighteenth Street, has a river
front of seven hundred feet. Mr. Cutier is also a member of the
Cutler & Savage Lumber Company, at Spring Lake, Mich., and
Mr. White is a member of the firm of White, Friant & Co., of Grand
Haven, Mich,, two companies which together manufacture over

100,000,000 feet of lumber a year. White, Friant & Co. run the
boom on Grand River, Mich. The average annual sales of Cutler,
White & Boice, in Chicago, amount to about 25,000,000 feet.
H. M. Boice was born at Utica, N. Y., in 1845. His parents
were Philip H. and Isabella (Mitchell) Boice. At the age of thir
teen he commenced his business life as a clerk in a dry goods house
at Utica, and afterward in the shoe-store of Sylvester Barringer, of
the same city. In i860, having learned the art of telegraphing, he
engaged as an operator at Hamilton, Madison County, and also at
Port Byron, N. Y. He then became assistant in the office of the
superintendent of the New York Central Railroad, at Utica, and
afterward ticket agent of the same road at Fort Plain, N. Y. In
1870, he removed to Negaunee, Lake Superior, and for a short time
was clerk in a hardware store, and subsequently cashier of Hayden's Negaunee Bank. In 1874, he came to Chicago, and went into
the employ of Ferry & Bro., lumber dealers, as their bookkeeper,
and continued with that house until he became a member of the
firm of Cutler, White & Boice. Mr. Boice married Martha Ken
dall, daughter of Orin Kendall, of Chicago. They have one child,—
Hugh K.
Maxwell Bros. —The planing-mill and box-making business
conducted by this firm was started on January I, 1880, by James
and Henry B. Maxwell. They erected a two-story brick building,
seventy-five feet square, and employed about twenty-five men. In
1882, business had so increased that it became necessary to add a
second building, also two stories high and 75 by 100 feet. Upon its
completion, their force was increased about one hundred per cent.
Since then, another building, 125 by 100 feet, has been erected, and
upon its completion their force was increased about in the same
proportion as their capacity in buildings. They employ nearly one
hundred and fifty men, while the annual product of their mill and
factory amounts to upwards of $200,000. The planing-mill con
tains twelve planing-machines, three large re-sawmg machines, and
has a capacity of 300,000 feet a day, and the box factory a capacity
of about 5,000 medium-sized boxes a day. The engine employed
in propelling the machinery is a double one, of 360 horse-power.
The firm owns one hundred and forty horses and wagons, and their
business is done almost entirely upon a cash basis, strictly so with
regard to asking credit. In August, 1884, in addition to their
planing-mill and box-factory, they leased the dock lately occupied
by D. T. Groves & Co., and have established a lumber yard.
James Maxwell was born in Scotland in 1847. and is the son of
William and Jean (Kenloch) Maxwell, who came to America during
1849, and settled in Chicago, where his father died in 1862; his
mother is still living. At the age of fourteen, James Maxwell became
employed in the box-factory of Gage & Soper, with whom he
remained four years ; then worked for Vogler & Co., trunk manu
facturers, three years, and afterward for David Goodwillie, box
manufacturer, for four years. In 1874, he went into the employ of
Pond & Soper, afterward known as Soper Lumber Company, up to
the establishment of the firm of Maxwell Bros. He married Emily
B. Mullin, daughter of O. B. Mullin, of Chicago. They have one
child,—Jennie B.
Henry B. Maxwell was born in Scotland in 1849, and came
also with his parents to Chicago in 1854. At the age of sixteen he
entered the office of Robert Harris, then general superintendent of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and, after remaining
there two years, was appointed stationer of the road, and held that
position up to the time he became a member of the firm of Maxwell
Bros. He married Miss Sadie H. West, daughter of the late Judge
Augustus L. West, of New Bedford, Mass., at Clinton, Conn., on
June 16, 1879. They have two children,— Henry W. and Augus
tus K.
The Hintze & Baker Company.—On January 1, 1880, Rob
ert A. Hintze and W. B. Baker started in the manufacture of sash,
doors and blinds in Chicago as the firm of Hintze & Baker, and, on
January I, 1S82, organized the above stock company. The officers
of the company are W. B. Baker, president; R.A. Hintze, treasurer,
and R. B. Farson, secretary. Their large warehouse is a three-story
building, 144x225 feet in size. Their factories are located at Two
Rivers, Wis., and also in Chicago. The products of these factories
consist of sash, doors, blinds, mouldings, etc. The success which
this company has met with is highly gratifying to themselves.
A'. A. Hintze was born in Prussia in 1849. His parents, Godfried W. and Fredrika Hintze, came to America in 1852, and settled
in Chicago. His father engaged in the cabinet-making business
here until the year 1874, when he removed to Elgin, 111., where he
now resides. His mother died in 1874 R. A. Hintze, at the age of
seventeen, went into the employ of Charles J. L. Meyer as book
keeper, and during the last five years of his stay with him had
entire charge of the business. In 1880, he formed a partnership
with W. B. Baker. Mr. Hintze married Miss Jennie K. Gillett,
daughter of William B. Gillett, of Fond du I,ac, Wis. They have
three children : Irene F., Arthur W. and Ada G.
W. B. Bnker was born in Windham County. Conn., on April
3, 1843, the son of George V. and Georgiana (Olds) Baker, both ol

THE LUMBER TRADE.
New York State. When he was three years of age, his parents
moved to Natick, R. I. In 1852, the family moved to Springfield,
III., where W. B. Baker, at the age of thirteen, began to serve his
time at the trade of machinist, and worked until 1861, in which year
he entered Co. "I," 7th Illinois Infantry, and served until 1864, when
he was mustered out. He then went to Springfield and worked one
year in the Wabash shops. In 1865, with J. II. Schuck, he formed
the firm of Schuck & Haker. In 1879, he bought out Mr. Schuck,
and continued business alone until 1881, then came to Chicago and
formed a partnership with R. A. Ilintze.. He married Miss Adelia
M. Hill, daughter of James 1,. Hill, of Springfield, 111. They have
one son, Ralph N.
J\. H. Farson was born at Lowell, Mass., in 1852. His parents
were James and Louise (Doe) Farson, his father a native of New
Hampshire and his mother of Maine. They came to Chicago in
1866, where they still reside. At the age of nineteen,
Mr. Farson engaged with his father in the manufacture
of sash, doors and blinds, and continued with him until
1873, when he went into the employ of Henry liarker &
Co. In 1880, he engaged with Hintze & Iiaker, and, on
January 1, 1882, upon the organization of the above com
pany, was made secretary. He married Miss Clara M.
Jones, daughter of S. S. Jones, of Chicago. They have
one child, Robert B., Jr.
Seymour & Sarcent.—This firm is composed of H.
F. Seymour and John Sargent. Mr. Seymour commenced
the lumber commission business in 1SS1, at No. 242 South
Water Street, and the next year moved to No. 252 South
Water Street. In 1883, Mr. Sargent, who had for four
years previously been salesman for the J. Beidler & Bro.
Lumber Company, became a member of this firm, and,
in 1884, they moved to their present location. Previous
to the formation of the firm Mr. Seymour was engaged
in the general commission business, but since then the
firm has confined its attention to the long-leaf yellow
pine and mahogany. The pine is obtained mainly from
M ississippi and the mahogany from New Orleans. The
sales of the latter amount to from twenty-five to thirty
car-loads a year.
//. F. Seymour was born at Boston, Mass., in 1845.
In 1864. he enlisted in Co. " H," 5th Massachusetts Vol
unteer Infantry; was detailed in the Quartermaster's De
partment at Fort Mcllenry; and was mustered out with
his regiment in November, 1864. He then returned to
Boston, and went into the employ of his father, Friend
Seymour, who was a contractor and builder. In the
spring of i86g, he came to Chicago, returning again to
Boston in the fall of that year, where he again engaged
in business with his father. In March, 1872, he returned
to Chicago and entered the employ of the Goss & Phillips
ManufacturingCompany, in their lumber yard. He went
to Manistee, Mich., in the interest of this firm, inspecting
lumber In the following year he became salesman for
Gifford, Ruddock & Co., afterward Ruddock, Palmeter
& Co., lumber manufacturers and dealers, continuing with
them up to 188 1, when he commenced the lumber com
mission business, as above stated. Mr. Seymour married
Miss Addie (Jill, daughter of Charles Gill, of Aurora, III.
The Ayer Lumber Company was incorporated in
1882, with a capital stock of $250,000, and with the fol
lowing officers : Edward E. Ayer, president, and Lot P.
Smith, secretary and treasurer, at Chicago; D. M. Riordan, superintendent, and H. C. Ayer, superintendent and
treasurer, at Flagstaff, Arizona.
Edward E. Ayer, the president of the company, was born at
Kenosha, Wis., on November 16, 1841. His father, Elbridge G.
Ayer, was one of the earliest settlers in that town, and was one of
the trustees of the village in 1847. His sister, Mary Ayer, was the
first child born in the then new settlement of Kenosha, in 1835.
Elbridge G. Ayer lived in Kenosha, Wis., until 1S4G, when he
moved to Big Foot Prairie, Walworth Co., Wis., and in 1856 to
Harvard, McHenryCo., III. Ed. E. Ayer went West to the plains
in l36o, and, in 1861, went to California, where he enlisted that
year in the First California Cavalry. He was promoted to second
lieutenant of Co. " I," 1st New Mexico Infantry, and resigned in
1864, after which he came home to Harvard. In 1S65, he com
menced business as a railroad contractor, which industry he con
tinued and was very successful in until i88i,when he built the saw
mill now owned by the Ayer Lumber Company, at Flagstaff, Ari
zona. In the vicinity of this mill there is an immense quantity of
white pine timber, four hundred million feet of it accessible to the
mill. The lumber manufactured there findsa market in all the sur
rounding territories, Lower California and Mexico. The mill was
started in connection with the building of the Atlantic & Pacific
Railway and the Mexican Central Railway. It furnished the ties,
timber and lumber for five hundred miles of the latter road. The
25
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business done by Mr. Ayer is very large, aggregating from $500,000
to $1,000,000 a year, depending in part on the extent to which new
railroads are being constructed. Ed. E. Ayer has a yard for the
storing of telegraph poles, etc., in Chicago; and the business here
consists in handling ties, telegraph poles, and railroad material in
general. Mr. Ayer was married, in 1S65, to Miss Emma Burbank.
Charles B. Crombie was born at Fulton, Oswego Co., N. Y.
Early in life he removed to Brooklyn, where he was for some time
connected with a retail pine and hardwood lumber yard, and had
extensive dealings with the Government, filling large contracts for
hemlock and spruce. In 1S68, he accepted a position as corre
spondent in the Fourth National Bank of New York City, and after
one year's service he was promoted to the position of assistant noteteller, which he held until 1S72. On account of ill health, he re
signed, and went to Canada as cashier and assistant manager of the

Hunterstown Lumber Company, located at Riviere du Loup. In
1876, he returned to Brooklyn, N. V., and after remaining there
about eighteen months, spent six months in European travel. In
1879, he came to Chicago, and was employed by Kellogg, Johnson
& Bliss, as cashier and bookkeeper, for two years. His health fail
ing, he resigned, and accepted a position as assistant manager, sales
man and buyer for Marsh Bros. & Ranson (now Marsh & Bingham
Company), travelling for three years in this capacity throughout the
States, from the Lakes to the Gulf and between the Missouri River
and New York. In the fall of 1883, he established his present
business, which consists in handling redwood lumber, Spanish, Ten
nessee and Pacific cedar, Southern cypress, long-leaf yellow pine,
hard and soft pine, and various kinds of hardwoods. Mr. Crombie
has been instrumental in introducing California redwood into Chi
cago and the Middle States. In order to do this, he has spent con
siderable time and money in advertising and other expenses; but
now that the people are acquainted with the wood, which sells on
its merits.it has become very popular, lie handles an immense
quantity of railroad material, such as car-sills, liridge and track oak,
railroad ties, and fence posts. Formerly, his office was at No. 254
South Water Street, in the Lumbermen's Exchange, but since De
cember 1, 1835, his office has been in the Adams Express Building,
No. 185 Dearborn Street. This is found much more convenient
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for him, and, besides, it is only a question of time when lie, as well
as the rest of the lumbermen on South Water Street, will be forced
from that territory, and give way to produce commission men. Mis
correspondence extends to Dublin, Liverpool, London and Hamburg.
The business, through Mr. Crombie's persistent and careful energy,
has grown to very large proportions, amounting annually to 500,000
feet of redwood, 5,000,000 shingles, 2,000,000 feet of pine, 4,000,000
feet of hardwood, 2,000,000 feet of railroad material, 400,000 ties,
and 200,000 posts. The spacious yard for the redwood business is
located on the North Pier.
The A. B. Dick Company was incorporated on May 1, 1884.
Previously to this time the same company was known as A. B. Dick
& Co. This firm was composed of A. B. Dick, T. \V. Dunn, II.
Z. Lewis and R. K. Harrington and was established in December,
1883. The A. B. Dick Company was incorporated with §25,000
capital. The members and officers at the time of incorporation
were A. B. Dick, president; T. W. Dunn, vice-president; and K.
R. Harrington, secretary. Their lumber, which is principally hard
wood, comes mainly from the Southern States. During the first year
of their existence as a company, they sold about six million feet.
Mr. Lewis's interest was purchased by A. B. Dick on October:, 1884.
A. B. Dick, president of the above company, was born in 1856,
in Bureau County, III., the son of Adam and Rebekah (Wible) Dick.
In 1863, Mr. Dick moved with his family to Galesburg, 111. At
this place A. B. Dick received his education, attending the common
schools, and afterward Knox Academy, leaving the latter institution
in 1872. From this time to 1879, he was engaged with George W.
Brown & Co.. agricultural implement manufacturers at Galesburg,
and from that time, until 18S3, was connected with Deere & Mansur Co., Moline, III. During this time he established, in connection
with Charles II. Deere, the Moline Lumber Company, at Moline, 111.,
and is still connected with that company. Mr. Dick was married
on January 25, 1881, to Miss Alice S. Mathews, of Galesburg, 111.
They have one child, Mabel E. Mr. Dick, for a man so young, has
established himself in a profitable business, and is, as it were, but
just commencing a career which promises to be a gratifying success.
The Coleman Lumber Company is composed of the follow
ing members: Seymour Coleman, Vine A. Watkins and William A.
Fuller. It was incorporated on July 27, 1883, with a capital of
$300,000. Vine A. Watkins was elected president of the company,
William A. Fuller,* vice-president, and Seymour Coleman, secre
tary and treasurer. Mr. Coleman came from Saginaw, Mich., to
Chicago in 1873. He had for a number of years, in company with
others, owned a considerable quantity of exceptionally tine pine
timber land in the vicinity of Menominee, Mich., and in Northeast
ern Wisconsin. At length he purchased the interests of his old
partners, and formed the present Coleman Lumber Company, for
the purpose of manufacturing this timber into lumber and selling
» See Palmer, Fuller & Co.
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it to wholesale lumber dealers. The office of the company was
opened in the American Express Building, where it stil! remains.
Owing to the dullness in the lumber trade that has prevailed since
the organization of the company, but little has as yet been done
in the way of cutting this timber.
The Northwestern Lumberman was first started in Grand
Rapids, Mich., by Judson & Wait, who published two numbers
under the title of the Michigan Lumberman, when they moved to
Muskegon, and published the remaining numbers of the first
volume. The importance of Chicago being considered, the second
volume was commenced in this city, the name being changed to the
Northwestern Lumberman. In 1877, it was regularly incorporated
and worked under a charter until 1885, when the charter was relin
quished and the business was continued as a private corporation.
The journal is entirely devoted to the interests of lumbermen. It
is considered good authority on anything connected with the lum
ber interests, and has a large circulation among lumber dealers.
In connection with the journal, the company publishes several
works, among which are the Lumberman's Hand Book, the Pocket
Reference Boole, and the Lumberman's Telegraphic Code. The
average issue of the paper is about thirty thousand, with a subscrip
tion list of about twenty-five thousand.
William Ii. Judson, son of John S. and Maria (Bosworth)
Judson, was born at Syracuse, N. V., in 1848, his mother dying
while lie was an infant. His father was a farmer, and the lad
obtained a partial education, at a small country school-house, in
Chenango County. He remained on the farm until he was sixteen
years of age, when he left home, and entered the employ of a drug
gist at Canastota, where he remained for about one year. From
there he went to Piqua, Ohio, where he divided his time as a drug
clerk and local editor on the Miami Valley News, and was there
a year, when he moved to Bay City, Mich., where his father for
merly resided, and there opened an insurance agency. The fire of
1 87 1, in Chicago, wrecked his companies, and he gave up the busi
ness, but later began in life insurance, which he continued until
1872, when he moved to Grand Rapids. Though an entire
stranger, and without means, he commenced building the founda
tion for a lumberman's paper. He became acquainted with Ben
jamin Wait, who was formerly associated with William Lyon McKenzie, in the Canadian l-'ibcllion, from which he narrowly escaped
death. They commenced the issue of the Michigan Lumberman,
continuing it at N'askegon, Mich. In January. 1874. Mr. Judson
purchased his partner's interest in the business, removed to Chicago
in February following, and began the publication of the North
western Lumberman. Although a man young in years, he is old
in experience, and is issuing one of the best trade journals pub
lished in the United States. Mr. Judson was married at Rochester,
N. Y., in 1872, to Miss Grace King, and has one son,—William
Bruce.

COAL TRADE.

The history of the coal trade in Chicago, since
1871, while it affords no instance of abrupt increase in
either receipts or shipments, presents a statement of
natural and healthful growth. A tabulated statement
is appended, which is the best synopsis of the progress
made. A brief reference to a few of the more salient
points in the history of what has grown to be one of
the city's leading commercial industries, is, however, of
interest.
An examination of the table will show a decided
decrease in the volume of business for 1874. The cause
is to be found mainly in the depressed condition of the
manufacturing interests, resulting from the panic of
1873, although the unusual mildness of the winter was
not without its influence. The price of anthracite coal
touched a lower point than during ten years preced
ing; and an increase in activity, during the latter portion
of the year, did not compensate dealers for the losses
sustained between January 1 and the opening of navi
gation. The opening of new mines resulted in what
may be not inaptly termed a plethora of bituminous
coal, all of which sought a market here, to the great

derangement of the market and the lowering of prices.
The total value of coal received in this market during
1874, has been estimated, by competent judges, at
$9,393,000. The year 1876, as also appears from the
table, was not a prosperous one for Chicago coal deal
ers. A combination of Eastern anthracite mine owners
and operators had resulted in so far advancing prices
that the demand on the part of consumers materially
fell off. In August of that year, the monopoly was
broken, the demand increased and prices somewhat ad
vanced. The receipts of bituminous coal, during 1876,
were the largest known in the history of the trade up
to that time. The very excess of shipments to this city,
however, resulted in a glutted market and profits were
proportionately reduced. From this time forward, the
volume of business increased, year by year. No special
feature marked the history of the trade. An examina
tion of the appended table shows a rather remarkable
increase in the ratio of shipments to receipts,—a fact
which is interesting, as tending to show that Chicago is
becoming a depot for distribution of coal as of every
other variety of supplies.
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Reckipts and Shipments (in Tons) of Coal at Chicago, from 1871 to 1885, inclusive.
1871.

1872.

1873.

1874.

1875.

1876.

1877.

1878.

1879.

1880.

1881.

1882.

1888.
1884.
1885.
i
3.689.79813.789.108 842.796 5.965.600
Receipts. 1.081,472 1,398.024 1,668,267 1.359.496 1,641,488 1.619.033 1.749,091 1.882.033 2.384.974 2,706.088
Mhlpm'ts. 96,883 177,687 243.637 252,872 365.811 249.862 271.176 305,694 527.844 621.996 8,899.427
843.342 727.477 1.040.096 3 968,177
987.916
Clarence H. Dyer, of the firm of Dyer & Clark, has been in
the coal business in this city for thirty years ; first under the name
of Dyer & Co., which continued four years ; then as Dyer & Payne,
continuing five years ; then as Dyer & Co. , again. He was then
associated with his present partner, Stewart Clark, which partner
ship has continued since 1879. Their yearly trade amounts to
about seventy-five thousand tons, and they are agents for Sufferin
Bros., of Coal Creek, dealers and miners in Wilmington coal.
Major Dyer is a native of Litchfield County, Conn., where he was
born on July 21, 1832; and is a son of Hon. Thomas Dyer, who was
mayor of Chicago in 1857, and afterward a member of the Illinois
Legislature. Mis mother's maiden name was Adeline Hopkins.
His paternal grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary War.
In 1844, Major Dyer's parents removed to Chicago, but he after
ward returned to his native State, and attended the academy at
Farmington, and Mount Pleasant Academy, at Amherst, Conn.,
obtaining a good, thorough, practical education. He served five
years in the Union Army as assistant adjutant-general, with the
rank of major, in the Armies of the Potomac and of the Tennessee.
He was an efficient and patriotic officer, alert in the performance of
every duty. He took part in the battles of Antietam and Vicksburg, and also was in numerous other minor engagements ; and
was mustered out of service, in 1865, after the termination of the
War. In 1869, Major Dyer was married to Esther E. Rutter, an
estimable and accomplished lady, the daughter of a well-known
physician formerly practicing in Chicago. They have two boys,—
George T. and Thomas.
The Chicago and Minonk Coal and Coke Company has
been doing business in Chicago since 1871. It started as the Chi
cago and Minonk Coal Company, and its business now amounts to
about live hundred tons daily. The mines of this company at Mi
nonk, 111., are very extensive and the product is excellent. The
secretary of this company is Mr. Mize.
Theodore S. Mize is a thorough business man of fine accom
plishments. He was born at Akron, Ohio, in 1854, and is the son
of Edward Mize, a prominent railroad man of Ohio, whose useful
ness and true manhood is universally praised in Northern Ohio.
He has been intimately connected with a part of the Pennsylvania
Central chain in Ohio over twenty-five years, and is now modestly
wearing the laurels he has won and spending a large share of his
time with his son in Chicago. Theodore was educated in the public
schools and at the Western Reserve College. Soon after leaving
college, in 1872, he came to Chicago and entered into business with
Miner T. Ames in the coal trade, where he has grown up with the
extensive business of the Chicago and Minonk Coal and Coke Com
pany. He is a gentleman of line presence, courteous and obliging.
He was married in October, 1875. In politics, Mr. Mize is an en
thusiastic republican, having been baptized in the faith and reared
to revere the history of that party and to thoroughly practice its
principles.
Alfred C. Brackf.hush and Augustus T. Thatcher compose
the firm of A. C. Brackebush & Co. This firm has been doing
business in Chicago since 1S69. At first the firm name was Rich
ardson & Brackebush, then Brackebush, Dickson & Co., then A. C.
Brackebush &. Co. Mr. Brackebush was born on June 19, 1839, at
Canton, Ohio, the son of Dr. Charles Brackebush, a prominent physi
cian of that place, and Mrs. Frances (Oppenheim) Brackebush,
being of German descent in both paternal and maternal lines. He
was well educated in the private and public schools. He was mar
ried on July 20, 1S68, to Miss Matilda Reisig. They have five
children,—Matilda, Edith, Carl, Ilattie and Ultima. Mr. Bracke
bush is a gentleman of unusual intelligence and foresight in busi
ness, his judgment is well-balanced, and he is of uniform courtesy
toward those with whom he has business relations.
Augustus T. Thatcher, the junior member of the firm of
A. C. Brackebush & Co., is a native of Illinois, and was born at
Galena, on November 22, 1S54, the son of George T. and Harriette A. (Lichtenberger) Thatcher. He was educated in the public
schools in Chicago, and entered the coal business in the above
named firm in 1877, and the general prosperity of this firm and its
high standing indicate how well he has managed whatever has come
under his direction. The average yearly sales of this company are
two hundred thousand tons of coal, dealing in both anthracite and
bituminous coal. Mr. Thatcher is a bright, active young man and
an excellent citizen. Hewas married in i88oto Miss Luella Barnes;
they have two children, —Constance and Anthony.
Wareham W. Crosby is the agent, in Chicago, for the great
coal firm of W. L. Scott & Co. Their principal office is in Erie,

Penn., where the head of the house resides. The firm have docks
in Buffalo and Chicago, shipping immense quantities of coal both
by lake and railroad. In this city they succeeded one of the oldest
coal firms; for it was in 1854 that William H. Dewey first estab
lished the business. He died in 1S62, and, after his death, H. C.
Crosby, the father of W. W., Mrs. Dewey and B. F. Crosby com
posed the firm. H. C. Crosby retired in 1870, and, in 1875, the
son, who is now the agent for Scott & Co., became a partner, hav
ing for nine years been connected with the house. In 1S78, the
business of Dewey & Co. was sold out to Scott & Co., but, by agree
ment, its affairs were conducted until 1883 under the old name. It
was at this time (iS78)that W. W. Crosby assumed charge of the
extensive business of Scott & Co. at Chicago. As an evidence of
how their transactions have increased at this point, under his ener
getic management, it may be stated that the sales of the firm of
Dewey & Co., when they sold out to Scott & Co., amounted to
25,000 tons annually while now they equal fully 125,000 tons.
Wareham W. Crosby was born at Akron, Ohio, on April 7, 1848,
and is the son of II . C. and Mary (West) Crosby. In 1853, his
father removed to Green Bay, Wis., where he engaged in the lumber
business. Young Crosby attended school until he was about seven
teen and, in 1S66, became connected with the firm of Dewey & Co.,
of which his father had become a member. In 1875, as stated, he
became an associate, and has since been one of the leading mem
bers of that firm and the chief representative of their successors,
Scott & Co., at this point. In 1869, he was married to Mary L.
White. They have two children,—John B. and Alice.
The Delaware and Hudson Canal Company established
an agency in Chicago in May. 1885, and has exceeded the most
sanguine expectations in the way of business; it has already put into
this city between two hundred and fifty thousand and three hun
dred thousand tons of coal, and at its mines, situated near Scranton, Penn., has mined yearly between four and five million tons of
anthracite coal, shipping immense quantities to points on the rail
road owned by the company, in Vermont and Canada. It ships
the larger share of anthracite coal that passes over the company's
canal to New York City. With a single exception this company pro
duces the most coal of any in the United States, and there are only
three other companies in this country that exceed it in annual sales.
It possesses advantages equal to the best for the transaction of busi
ness. The Chicago agency is in charge of Walter S. Bogle as sales
agent. He has been a resident of this city for the past twenty years,
is an active business man of great energy, and is doing his part
handsomely to make the business of this company a success.
IValterS. Bogle was born on April 3, 1852, at Dover, N. H.
He is the son of Daniel Bogle, a native of Glasgow, Scotland. His
mother, before marriage, was Miss Mary Ann Boyd, who was born
in Belfast, Ireland. Both parents are from manufacturing families.
The senior Bogle was an engraver by trade, and possessed of great
skill. After coining to this country he was employed bytheCocheco
Print Works, at Dover, N. II., and took the highest prize (a gold
medal) for the best engraving at the World's Fair in London in
1851. They came to Chicago in i860. Young Bogle had the ben
efit of the public schools, where he received an excellent business
education. He was with his father in the coal trade until after the
panic of 1873. The following year he went to the Black Hills.
I lakota, where he spent about three years. He then returned to
Chicago, and was associated in partnership with A. J. Trunkey and
J. W. Pardee in the coal business, under the firm name of Trunkey,
Pardee & Bogle, which continued until the spring of 1881, when he
formed another partnership with Wendell R. King under the firm
name of King & Bogle. This firm was dissolved by the death of
Mr. King, which occurred March 31, 1884. The following May
the business of this firm was purchased by the Delaware and Hud
son Canal Company, and Mr. Bogle was retained to take charge of
its business. Mr. Bogle was married on March 21, 1872, to Miss
Delia Stearns. They have three children, — Mary, Walter and Nellie.
Milford DeWitt Buchanan, president of the Wilmington
Star Mining Company, of Coal City, is a son of Thomas and Mary
(Churchill) Buchanan. He was born at Newport, Herkimer Co.,
N. Y., on October 10, 1835. At the age of fourteen, after several
years at school, he began business life with the Syracuse & Utica
Railway Company, as clerk in his brother's office at Utica, who was
then the general freight-agent of the road. Two years later he
went to Rome, N. Y., and took charge of the company's ticket
office at that point; subsequently, upon the consolidation of his
company's office with that of the Watertown & Rome Railway, at
Rome, he was appointed ticket agent for both roads. In the fol
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lowing year, he continued in the same position and also acted for the
additional five roads leading from New York to Buffalo, —New York
Central, etc. Upon the organization of the Oneida Central Bank,
Rome, N. Y., he was elected teller, where he remained until 1857.
During that time and through his influence Lyman J. Gage, the
present vice-president and manager of the First National Bank of
this city, obtained a situation in the Oneida Central Bank and laid
the foundation for his future success as a banker. Upon leaving
Rome, Mr. Buchanan took the position as teller of the old Mer
chants' Savings Loan & Trust Company, at the corner of South
Water and LaSalle streets. In 1858, he was chosen president of
the Central Bank, of Peoria, III., where he continued for one year
and then returned to his former position with the Merchants'
Savings Loan & Trust Company of this city. He afterward
became cashier for Chapin, Wheeler & Co., with whom he remained
until 1863, when he connected himself with the tanning trade at
Bridgeport, as a member of the firm of Buchanan, Richards & Co.
Three years later he acted as paying teller for the Merchants'
National Bank, and subsequently, with others, purchased the Com
mercial National Bank, of which he officiated as cashier seven years.
He then organized the Prairie Loan & Trust Company, and served as
vice-president of that house, subsequently purchasing the Wilming
ton Star Mining Company, with coal mines at Coal City, Grundy
Co., 111., of which he is president, and his son, Gordon Buchanan,
is treasurer. Mr. Buchanan was married on October IO, 1861, to
Miss Mary S. Wheeler, of Chicago. They have four children, —■
Gordon, Mary C, Marguerite and DeWitt W. Buchanan. Mr.
Buchanan is one of the original members of the Chicago Library
Association, which was organized in 1859.
The Chicago, Wilmington anij Vermillion Coal Company
has the largest plants west of the Alleghany Mountains, having a
capacity of over six thousand tons per day. Its mines, situated at
Braidwood, Will Co., and Streator, LaSalle Co., 111., at the present
time are yielding four thousand tons per day.
Albert /.. Sweet, the general manger of this company, was born
at Diamond Grove near Jacksonville, Morgan Co., III., on August
31, 1831, the son of Rev. Joel Sweet, a prominent Baptist preacher,
who came to Illinois from Otsego, N. Y., in 1830. His paternal
grandfather was Rev. Jonathan Sweet, who came to Illinois during
1820. Mr. Sweet's mother, before marriage, was Miss Patience
Dodge, who came from Block Island, which lies off Newport, R.I.,
a place which has become quite famous as a fashionable pleasure
and summer resort. Mr. Sweet had the benefit of the district
schools in the different towns where his father lived and preached,
and made good use of his opportunities, having acquired a good
business education. He first began life as a farmer at Jacksonville,
and afterward at Berwick, Warren Co., where he remained about
three years. In 1850, he went to New Brunswick, N. J., where he
had a pleasant and profitable situation as clerk in a canal office, re
maining four years. He then held the position of teller in the Bank
of New Jersey for two years. In 1858, he went to St. Louis, Mo.,
and was employed until the breaking out of the War, in 1861, as
agent of the Alton Packet Company. He then returned to Illinois,
and was appointed agent of the Rock Island Railway Company at
LaSalle, where he remained until the close of the War. In 1865,
he came to Chicago, and acted as bookkeeper for Colonel E. D.
Taylor in the coal business, where he continued until March 17,
1868. He then took charge of the Chicago, Wilmington & Vermil
lion Coal Company, and has continued in that position ever since.
When Mr. Sweet first took charge of this company it had a capital
of $300,000, ami was producing three hundred tons of coal per day;
it now has a capital of $2,000,000, and is capable of producing six
thousand tons daily, which fact of itself speaks louder in his praise
than the most glittering eulogy could do. Mr. Sweet was married
on October 15. 1846, to Miss Annie E. Sanderson, an accomplished
and estimable lady of New Brunswick, N. J.
Pratt, Parker & Co.—This firm is composed of Horatio
Pratt and James O. Parker, of Chicago, general partners, and J. J.
Albright, Jr., of Buffalo, special partner. The latter is the general
western sales agent of the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron
Company. The firm was organized in April, 1882, and immediately
entered into contracts with Mr. Albright, under which they have the
exclusive sale of the " Reading " coal in the West and Northwest.
During 1S82, the Reading completed its arrangements to reach the
West by means of a connecting link between the Pennsylvania &
Reading Railroad and the New York Central Railroad, and an alli
ance with the whole Vanderbilt system. The Philadelphia & Read
ing Coal and Iron Company are the largest producers of anthracite
coal in the country. In the year 1S83, it mined 13,700,290 net tons
of coal. Its largest competitor mined 7,024,386 net tons. The
exceptionally good quality of the Reading Company's coal, its enor
mous capacity of production, and its unequalled facilities for trans
portation have enable Pratt, Parker & Co., within the three years of
the firm's existence, to take the leading position in the anthracite
coal trade in the West. They carry stocks of anthracite at all
important ports on Lakes Michigan and Superior; seven large whole

sale yards in Chicago, besides a large number of retail yards, are
supplied with anthracite coal entirely by them. At Superior City,
at the head of Lake Superior, they have large investments in dock
property. One of the docks in which they are there interested is
larger and more complete in its machinery and appointments for
unloading and handling of coal than any other on the western lakes.
From this point they supply the trade at St. Paul, Minneapolis,
Duluth, and other points in the Northwest. The sales of Pratt,
Parker & Co., for the year 1884, have been principally in the terri
tory lying between Green Bay and Marquette, Mich., on the north
east ; Cincinnati, Ohio, and Nashville, Tenn., on the southeast ; El
Paso del Norte, Old Mexico, on the southwest ; and Bismarck,
Dakota, on the northwest. They have made considerable shipments
to each of the above points. They deal largely in Morris Run,
Blossburg, and also in Churchill Brier Hill coals. They are the
owners of the Albright-Wilmington Coal Company, whose mines
are at Braidwood, 111., and sell the product of that company.
Francis S. Pkabody is a native of Chicago, and was born in
July, 1859, and is the son of Francis B. Peabody, a well known
real-estate dealer and financial agent of this city. Francis S.
prepared for college at Exeter, N. H. He entered Yale College,
and graduated fr:>m that institution in 1881. He intended to fit
himself for one of the learned professions, but having a taste for
commercial affairs, entered the coal trade in 1881, in which he
has been very successful, his sales amounting to $10,000 per
month.
Eugene F. Wager has been in the coal business fifteen
years; first at Gardiner, III., as manager of coal mines, where he
remained six years, and then went to Covington, Ind., as manager
for the Fountain County Coal Mining Company; and, in 1883,
went to Fairbury, Livingston Co., 111., where he had the manage
ment of the coal mines four years; and then, in 1S80, came to
Chicago where he has done an extensive business. He is now
interested in the Ware patent telephone resonator, an adjustable
mouth-piece and a valuable improvement. He was born on Feb
ruary 15, 1848, in Delaware County, N. Y., the son of Ira and
Sarah A. (Foot) Wager. His father was a carpenter, and when
the War of the Rebellion broke out he entered the service in the
17th Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, serving nearly three years, but
was discharged for disability just before the expiration of his term
of service, and died in 1874. Eugene obtained a good business
education in the public schools, paying his own way by laboring
on a farm and clerking in stores; and thus is a self-made man in
every respect. He was married on May 24, 1 87 1 . to Miss Evelyn
L. Nichols. They have one daughter,— Mabel G.
W. C. Wyman & Co. are among the original shippers of
Hocking Valley coal (known as the Ohio Central coal), owning
their mines and railroad, with termini at Toledo and on the Ohio
River. This company operates five thousand cars, selling prin
cipally to rolling-mills and large manufactories; they sell two
hundred thousand tons annually in the Chicago limits, the amount
sold at other points in the Northwest and Canada. They have
docks at Duluth and Milwaukee, which are also distributing
points. They have had an office in Chicago for three years last
past, which is under the personal management of Walter C. Wyman.
Mr. Wyman was born at Boston, Mass., in 1850, and is the son
of Richard F. Wyman, who came to Chicago about twenty years
ago and is a well-known business man in this city. He was asso
ciated with his son until the death of the former, which occurred
two years ago.
Fred G. Hartwell, coal merchant, is a son of Abraham V.
and Margaret Hartwell, and was born at Amsterdam, N. Y., on
August I, 1858. His parents came to this city in 1866, where
he attended the public schools until fourteen years of age. He
then left his studies and began business life in his father's coal
office, at Twelfth-street Bridge. From minor desk-duties, he be
came familiar with the details of the business, and, when com
petent, assumed the superintendency of the establishment. In 1882,
he continued the business at the same stand, in connection with
James J. Kelly, under the firm name of Hartwell & Kelly. At the
end of two years thereafter, the firm dissolved partnership, and
Mr. Hartwell removed his office to more central and commodious
quarters, at No. 170 Dearborn Street, where he has continued in
the coal business under the style of F. G. Hartwell Coal Company,
with yard at the old stand on Twelfth Street. Mr. Hartwell is
one of the youngest men in the trade in this city, but is thoroughly
posted in his line of business, and is held in high esteem in the
social and business world.
John Joskph Corcoran, coal merchant, is a son of John and
Ellen Corcoran, and was born at Kingston, Ontario, Canada, on
January 17, 1852. When he was three years of age his parents
came to this city, and since have made Chicago their home. He
received his education from the Christian Brothers (St. Patrick's
School), and finished by a thorough course in Bryant & Stratton's
Business College. At thirteen years of age he entered the employ
of Edwin Walker, stone dealer, Lemont, where he remained until
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the spring of 1864, when he came to Chicago and continued in his
service two years. It was at this time that he attended Bryant &
Stratton's College. In the following spring, he engaged with Culliton
& Sprague, commission merchants, who were then located in the old
Chamber of Commerce Building, and remained with them until the
fall of 1868. At that time he entered the employ of Goit & Curtiss,
coal dealers, on the river at Van Buren Street, in the capacity of
salesman. In May, 1872, that firm was succeeded by O. W. Goit,
with whom he continued, and, upon the decease of Mr. Goit, the
business was conducted by his executors until May I, 1883, when
Mr. Corcoran purchased the business, and has since been actively
engaged in the coal trade. Mr. Corcoran was married on Septem
ber ig, 1878, to Miss Maggie E. Bourke, daughter of Ulick Bourke,
well known as a leading furniture dealer of this city. They have
three children,—Edward J., William L. and Vincent A.
Edward Fitch West, coal merchant, is a son of Samuel C.
and Harriet West, and was born at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., on
April 22, 1840. He attended school until fourteen years of age, and
then began commercial life in the employ of Hopkins & Rae, dry
goods merchants of Syracuse, N. Y., with whom he remained three
years. He then engaged with DeForest & Sherwood, in the same
line of business, at Cleveland, Ohio, and continued in their employ
fifteen years, of which time he was manager for eight years. In
January, 1871, he came to this city and was associated with his
father and brother, Andrew F., in the coal business, under the firm
name of West & Sons, at the Erie-street bridge. Immediately after
the fire of October g, 1871, he returned to Cleveland, and resumed
his former position with DeForest & Sherwood. In 1875, he came
back to this city and engaged in the coal trade. He formed a co
partnership in the following spring with Daniel McGary, under the
firm name of West, McGary & Co., and established a yard and office
at Twenty-third Street and Archer Avenue, where they did business
six years; since which time he has continued in the coal trade at his
present location at the corner of Twenty-seventh and Clark streets.
He handles only the finer grades of coal and has the largest family
trade on the South Side. It is owing to his ingenuity and persever
ance that the process of unloading coal from vessels, etc., known as
Hunt's elevated railway, became a success. Mr. West was married
on October 12, 1865, to Miss Carrie Frost, of Batavia, N. Y. They
have one daughter, —Grace.
Andrew Gustave Johnson, coal merchant, is a son of Eric
and Anna C. Johnson, and was born at lErebro, Sweden, on March
26, 1849. He received his elementary education in the public
schools of his native city. At the age of eighteen he went to sea, in
the trade between Hamburg, Germany, and foreign ports, following
a sailor's life five years, during which time he visited nearly all of
the seaports known to commerce. In 1871, he came to New York,
and made a trip to Porto Rico in the coasting trade, and in the fall
of that year came West to this city. He was engaged in the lake
marine until 1873, when he went into the grocery business, near the
corner of Townsend Street and Chicago Avenue, where he remained
one year. After disposing of this establishment, he entered the em
ploy of the Eureka Coal Company, and continued with them four
years in charge of their dock and yard. The following year he
spent in Bryant & Stratton's Business College, from which he gradu
ated, after taking a full course of study. He returned to the coal
business, and engaged with the Silver Creek Coal Company; then was
in the employ of J. D. Stone and Langdon, Richardson & Co., two
years. In August, 1882, he established himself in his present line
of business at No. 95 Division Street, where he has since been lo
cated, under the style of A. G. Johnson & Co. Mr. Johnson mar
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ried, in 1883, Miss Laura Wullweber of Chicago. They have one
daughter,—Vinetta.
Jason D. Stone was born at Streator, 111., on August 17, 1848,
the son of Jacob G. and Lydia (Eels) Stone. He received his edu
cation in the public schools, and, in 1870, dug coal in the mines at
Streator, laboring there about one year. He then went to St. Charles,
where he engaged in the coal trade another year, and then came to
Chicago and entered at once into the coal trade, continuing ten
years and doing an extensive business. He then sold out to the
Western Fuel & Charcoal Company, since which time he has acted
as their manager. He has also acted as agent for several mines, and
is manager of the Coal Creek Mine, in Indiana, handling 240,000
tons of coal and 250,000 bushels of charcoal yearly. He has also
the agencies of the Hecla Powder Company and the Ohio Powder
Company. Mr. Stone is an active, energetic man, and gives prompt
attention to each branch of his business. He is a member of Englewood Lodge, No. 690, A.F& A.M., and of El wood M. Jarrett Chap
ter, No. 176, R.A.M. He was married, in 187S, to Miss Emma
Bowen, of this city. They have two children, Josephine and Charles
Edward.
H. Alexander Bischoff, editor of The Black Diamond and
manager of the Bureau of Coal Statistics, is a son of John G. and
Louisa Bischoff, and was bom in Chicago, on June 2, 1843. He began
business life at the age of fourteen with the firm of Ross & Foster, on
Lake Street, with whom he remained one year; then was employed
by J. M. Adsit. banker, for one year. With the restlessness of youth,
he traveled and worked his way to St. Louis. After sojourning in
New Orleans a short time, he returned to St. Louis and subsequently
continued his pedestrian tour toward this city. Upon reaching
Bloomington, he secured employment for the winter, and in the fol
lowing spring came to Chicago and entered the dry goods house of
Mannheimer Bros. At the first call for troops, in 1861, he enlisted
with the company of the Turner Cadets, and went with his command
to Cairo. Two months later he was mustered out, in order to re-enlist
in the one-year service, and joined the 24th Illinois Volunteer In
fantry. He saw active service in the Army of the Cumberland, and
upon receiving an honorable discharge in 1862, entered the service
of the United States Sanitary Commission as corresponding secre
tary. He was connected with the western department at Louisville,
Ky. , until 1865, and after taking the department archives to New
York City, remained there in the employ of the Commission until
1866. He then returned to Louisville, and was engaged by Meyer
Bros., tobacco and cigar merchants, as traveling salesman, and, in
the following year, came back to Chicago and took a position as
bookkeeper in the furniture establishment of Charles Wippo. He
afterward was in business, in connection with Emil Biedermann, in
house furnishing, etc., at No. 137 North Clark Street, where the
firm was burned out on October 7, 1869. They resumed business,
and added the department of plumbing, gas-fitting, etc., to their
establishment, until the fire of 1871 again destroyed their house.
They were among the first tore-open business at No. 151 North
Clark Street, with a branch store on the corner of Van Buren ana
State streets. They were among the sufferers during the panic of
1874, and Mr. Bischoff gave up commercial life to enter the musical
profession. He traveled with Theodore Thomas during the concert
seasons of 1875, 1876 and 1877. In 1880, he taught music at Cleve
land, Ohio, afterward returning to Chicago. He established the
bureau of coal statistics of this city, and is now engaged in that
business, and is also the editor of The Black Diamond, a publication
devoted to the coal interests. Mr. Bischoff was married on April
11, 1871, to Miss Hattie A. Mize, of Akron, O. They have two
children, —Gertrude and Bessie.

SOCIAL

PROGRESS.

The exigencies of the winter succeeding the fire laid debating society of a primitive civilization ; the socie
the foundation for a great transformation in the society ties for the acquisition of a literary education by those
and social life of the city. So many church circles were whose daily life of toil precludes much study,—are
entirely broken up, and such multitudes of people were present, side by side, with the varied forms of church
transferred from one division of the city to another, activity.
that new ties and associations were formed. During
In all strata of society, little coteries and associa
this season were sown the seeds of acquaintanceship tions for pleasure or improvement are formed ; but it is
and intimacy from which ripened many of the organiza
beyond the scope of this work to follow or particularize
tions of the social or artistic character which novv exist. them.
Then the Apollo Club came into being. At this time,
too, was born the Athenaeum, which was an outgrowth
THE CHICAGO CLUB.
of the necessity which then existed for providing for
the young men whose ordinary modes of passing their
The club history of Chicago had its inception in
leisure time had been destroyed. Thence, dates the the comparative oblivion suggested to the average
foundation of that really metropolitan society, which, Chicagoan by the year 1861. In May of that year, a
ignoring those bounds of church or faction that are so number of gentlemen put together the foundation on
apt to hedge about the earlier associations of a city, in
which the present Chicago Club stands. This small
cludes within its circle all of kindred mind. The " recep circle included M. C. Stearns, W. F. Coolbaugh, C. T.
tion "of to-day differs no more widely from the "tea- Wheeler, N. K. Fairbank, Andrew T. Dickey, John J.
party" of an earlier stage of development, than does Jones, William B. Ogden, J. Mason Parker, James
the society of the present from that of the past. While Robb and T. J. S. Flint. The first organization was
its strata are marked and its distinctions sharp, its ram
known as the Dearborn Club; Hon. William B. Ogden
ifications are more wide-spread and its bounds more was its first president James Robb vice-president, and
extended. The receptions accorded by society to the J. Mason Parker secretary and treasurer.
celebrities who have visited Chicago, have been a
The original club rooms were in the top story of the
marked feature of the past decade. Distinguished for old Portland Block, on the southeast corner of Dearborn
eigners and prominent Americans (statesmen and mil
and Washington streets. The facilities for indulging in
itary leaders, as well as those who have achieved good dinners, ever a foremost club proclivity, were
distinction in art, music or letters) have alike been re
primitive. A negro steward, who on his small stove in
ceived with a round of entertainments, in which society a side pantry could produce an occasional rasher of
and the clubs have vied to deepen the feeling of Chica
bacon and a cup of good coffee, represented the cater
go's hospitality.
ing department. With such limited facilities, in War
This development of club life, too, which has been times, and with the true club spirit scarcely as yet exist
another distinguishing feature of the period, is one of ing in the city, the Dearborn Club struggled along for
more than ordinary significance. While, at all stages two years; and finally paid its debts and turned the keys
of their careers, men are drawn together in social or
of its club-rooms over to the lessors, having disposed of
ganizations for one purpose or another, in the earlier its effects and furniture. This was in the latter part of
life of a growing community the demands of business 1863. For the following five years there was no social
are too exacting, and the contest for wealth too fierce, club of this character in Chicago.
to admit of the entire gratification of the instincts for
In 1868, the spirit of the old Dearborn Club was
social communion and luxurious surroundings which are revived through some of its original members, re
found in club life. So the advent of this element in a inforced by a number of new Chicagoans, and the
city's life marks an era in the growth of the community. Chicago Club was organized.
The meeting at which
It indicates that the business ventures which have long this was effected was held at the Sherman House, in
been so carefully watched have reached a safe haven ; December, about forty being present. A charter was
that the commercial interests are secure; and that the issued on March 25, 1869, with Philip Wadsworth, 1
men by whose unceasing vigilance the city has been Charles B. Farwe'll, Octavius Badger, Emery Wash
conducted to prosperity, have reaped the reward of burn, Jr., George Henry Wheeler, Edmond Carrey and V
William J. Barney, as incorporators. The officers of
their labors, and possess the means and leisure where
with to gratify their tastes for elegance and ease. the first year were Ezra B. McCagg, president; Philip
This period appears to have dawned on Chicago about Wadsworth, vice-president; John J. Jones, secretary;
six or seven years after the fire, when the anxieties con
Edward I. Tinkham, treasurer. The first executive
sequent upon the re-establishment of business and the committee was composed of Charles B. Farwell, Henry
recuperation from the financial depression succeeding, R. Pierson, N. K. Fairbank, George R. Whitman,
had resulted in the firm grounding of her commerce William J. Barney, Anson Stager, Wilbur F. Storey,
and industries Then were organized most of the clubs Wirt Dexter and John DeKoven.
which now form so prominent a factor in the social
The residence of Henry Farnum, on Michigan Ave
activities of the city.
nue, adjacent to Adams Street, was secured as the first
The development of these higher orders of social club-house. This was a very spacious and elegant
life by no means augurs the extinction of the varied building for the period, and considered a somewhat
forms of an earlier period. A growing city must ever ambitious home for a new organization in an untried
embrace all stages of social progress. The lyceum and field. The event, however, justified the venture, and
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here the Club led a tranquil existence, with occasional
additions to its membership, up to October, 187 1.
In the great fire it saved nothing but a basket of
silverware and the original picture of Sheridan's Ride.
The life of the Club itself, by this time a strong and
united body, was unhurt by the disaster. It at once
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The capital stock of the company was $130,000, after
ward increased to $160,000, of which the full amount was
expended in the erection of the building. The Chicago
Club has bought of its stock to the present amount of
about $50,000, with the view of finally re-incorporating
it. To N. K. Fairbank, for ten years past its president,

CHICAGO CLUB HOUSE.
sought new quarters, and in November, following,
moved into the house of B. F. Hadduck,at No. 279 Michi
gan Avenue, which was leased with the furniture.
During its two years' stay there, prominent additions
were made to the membership. In 1873, a removal was
made to the former residence of T. J. S. Flint, at the
corner of Wabash Avenue and Peck Court, where the
Club remained until the opening of its new club-house,
at Nos. 43-45 Monroe Street, in August, 1876.
The Chicago Club-house was built by an association
of members calling themselves the Dearborn Club, who
became duly incorporated with that special end in view.

perhaps belongs, more than to any other one man, the
credit for the prompt and successful completion of the
Club's present quarters. By eminently successful man
agement, the building association, of which he was chief
promoter and the most liberal contributor, has paid its
stockholders a yearly dividend of six per cent, on the
investment.
The history of the Chicago Club for the past decade
is a record of which any social organization might
justly be proud. That which is representative of our
city's progress in its highest sense has found its center
here. The members are men of social and commercial
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mark, the builders of the city and the upholders of its
progress. They have entertained, from year to year, at
public receptions, and with that hospitality for which
the Club is celebrated, the most distinguished citizens of
all nations. In 1879, a memorable banquet was given
to General Grant; three presidents have, in their turn,
been entertained; and on the occasion of the visit of
Princess Louise and Prince Leopold, in 1880, honors
were worthily paid to the royal guests. The club-house
has been the favorite resort of distinguished foreigners,
and its registers contain the names of nearly every
notable from foreign lands who has visited this country
of late years. Its list of non-resident members includes
prominent men of nearly every State in the Union, and
numbers nearly one-fourth of its resident membership.
The number of resident members on April 1, 1885,
was four hundred and twenty-six ; of non-resident
members, one hundred and three ; and of army and
navy members, seven ; showing a total register of five
hundred and thirty-six.
Notwithstanding the somewhat exclusive policy
adopted, the membership is constantly increasing. The
management of the Club has practically been in the
same hands for years, the institution being conservative
in this as in other respects. Its officers from the time
of organization have been—
1869— President, Ezra B. McCagg ; Vice-President, Philip
Wadswort h ; Secretary, John J. Jones; Treasurer, Edward I.
Tinkham.
1S70— President, Ezra B. McCagg : Vice-President, Philip
Wadsworth ; Secretary and Treasurer, John J. Jones.
1871— President, Ezra B. McCagg ; Vice-President, Philip
Wadsworth ; Secretary and Treasurer, John J. Jones.
1872— President. Philip A. Hall; Vice-President, George F.
Rumsey ; Secretary and Treasurer, John J. Jones.
/S7S— President, Philip A. Hall ; Vice-President, David A.
Gage ; Secretary and Treasurer, John J. Jones.
1874— President, Philip A. Hall ; Vice-President, Franklin
MacVeagh ; Secretary and Treasurer, Francis Morgan.
j8/J— President, Nathaniel Is. Fairbank ; Vice-President, An
son Stager ; Secretary and Treasurer, W. Scott Keith.
187b— President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President, An
son Stager ; Secretary and Treasurer. W. Scott Keith.
1877— President. Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President, Mar
shall Field ; Secretary and Treasurer, W. Scott Keith.
1878— President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President, Mar
shall Field ; Secretary and Treasurer, \V. Scott Keith.
'870—- President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank; Vice-President, Mar
shall Field : Secretary and Treasurer, W. Scott Keith.
1880—-President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President, Mar
shall Field ; Secretary and Treasurer, Preston C. Maynard.
1881— President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President,
Stephen F. Gale ; Secretary and Treasurer, Henry C. Bannard,
18S2— President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President, VV.
Scott Keith ; Secretary and Treasurer, Henry C. Bannard.
'SSj — President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President,
Charles 1). Hamill ; Secretary and Treasurer, George W. Mont
gomery.
1884—President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President,
Charles D. Hamill; Secretary and Treasurer, Thomas S. Kirkwood.
18S5— President, Nathaniel K. Fairbank ; Vice-President, John
DeKoven : Secretary and Treasurer, "Thomas S Kirkwood. Com
mittee -John DeKoven, Thomas S. Kirkwood, FMward K. Flint,
James H. Runnion, Nathaniel S. Jones, James II. Walker, James
C. Peasley, Abbott L. Adams, and Frederic A. Keep.
CALUMET CLUB.
In the early spring of 1878, a small number of young
men agitated the question of forming a social club. A
paper was circulated, and, on the evening of April 4,
1878, a meeting was held. One hundred and twenty
persons had already signified their intention to join the
club, the large increase over the limit of fifty members
having been caused by the desire of a number of elderly

business men, to obtain suitable quarters where they
could pass their leisure moments. At this preliminary
meeting, a name was decided upon, and, on April 13,
1878, a charter was received from the Secretary of State,
authorizing the incorporation of the Calumet Club as a
private social organization. The name " Calumet."
synonymous of good-will and kindly greeting, was an
especially appropriate title, and the " pipe of peace "
has since been used by the club as an emblem of such
fraternity.
The officers of the club for the first year were —
General Anson Stager, president ; Charles J. Barnes, vicepresident; Frederick B. Turtle, secretary and treasurer. Directors,
Charles J. Barnes, William Chisholm, Joseph G. Coleman, Charles
W. Drew, Augustus N. Eddy, F^dwin F. Getchell, Samuel J.
Glover, Edson Keith, Robert L. Perry, Anson Stager, and Fred
erick B. Tuttle.
The large residence on the northeast corner of Mich
igan Avenue and Eighteenth Street was secured for a
club-house, under a three years' lease, and was inform
ally opened to the members on April 14, 1878. The
dedication of the house occurred on April 30, when a
reception was given by the president and directors.
Another reception of members and ladies occured on
June 30. In the following October, the Club gave a
very successful art reception, which was quite note
worthy for an institution not then six months old. A
month later, the State Microscopical Society was en
tertained ; and on January 24, 1879, a reception was
tendered to Miss Minnie Hauck, the prima donna, in
recognition of the efforts made by her in previous years
on behalf of the sufferers by the great fire. On No
vember 17, 1879, the Club entertained General and Mrs.
U. S. Grant, on their return from their tour round the
world.
Its growing popularity and increasing membership
warned the Calumet Club that before many seasons
more commodious quarters must be sought. In Sept
ember, 1881, after due consideration, it was decided to
build. Ground was at once broken on the lot at the
corner of Michigan Avenue and Twentieth Street, which
was purchased by the organization, and a brick and
stone building was erected, of the Romanesque order
of architecture, elegant in appearance, magnificent in
proportions, and containing every attribute of wealth
and ease. This was opened on April 21, 1883, by a re
ception.
A description of the edifice can give but a faint idea
of the handsome interior. From the imposing entrance,
on Twentieth Street, the visitor enters the main hall,
40 by 30 feet in size. To the right is the office; directly
in front, a broad stairway leads to the upper floor ; on
the left, a capacious and old-fashioned fireplace invites by
its luxurious warmth and glow. Adjoining the main
hall, on the extreme right, is the billiard parlor, contain
ing eight tables ; and opening from this is a wellappointed cafe. The reading-room occupies the entire
Michigan Avenue side of the main floor, and is luxu
riously furnished and handsomely finished in different
woods The portraits and paintings in this apartment
are notable art objects. A full-length portrait in oil,
8 by 13 feet, of the late General L'lysses S. Grant, painted
by Thomas Le Clear, of New York, is the latest acquisi
tion; and a full-length oil portrait, 10 by 15 feet, of Hon.
John Wentworth, presented by him to the Club, paint
ed by Healy, is on the same wall. Another famous
picture is the " Council of War," painted by G. P. A.
Healy, and presented by the artist to Hon. E. B. Mc
Cagg, the present owner, which represents President
Lincoln in consultation with Generals Grant and Sher
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man and Commodore Porter. Portraits of General An
son Stager and Edson Keith, ex-presidents of the Club;
a half-length crayon of General P. H. Sheridan ; an oilportrait of the late John McCullough, as " Virginius,"
owned by John B. Carson ; and a collection of eight
handsome paintings loaned to the Club by Albert A.
Munger, also adorn the walls of the reading-room. The
lot and building cost $200,000 and the furnishings an
additional $50,000.
The membership of the Calu
met Club embraces a fair sprink
ling of all vocations, while its
chief components are the busi
nessmen of the city. There are
five hundred and eighty-one reg
ular members, and twenty-eight
non-resident members, scattered
between Paris, France, and San
Francisco.
The annual art reception of
the Club has become an estab
lished institution. At the exhibit
in December, 1885, ninety-six
paintings were displayed. A
movement has been made to or
ganize an art association within
the Club, whose duty it will be
to attend to this feature. Since
opening the new house there
have been two art receptions,
two annual receptions, two old
settlers' receptions, a reception
by John Wentworth, the mem
bers' annual banquet and ball,
and the last reception, given by
the president and directors on
January 25, 1886, — all notable
society events.
The officers and directors of
the Club, from the first organiza
tion, have been —
1878— Anson Stager, president;
Charles J. Barnes, vice-president; Fred
erick 13. Tuttle, secretary and treasurer;
Charles J. Barnes, William Chisholm,
Joseph G. Coleman, Charles \V. Drew,
Augustus N. Eddy, Edwin F. Getchell, Samuel J. Glover, Edson Keith,
Robert L. Perry, Anson Stager, Fred
erick 15. Tuttle, directors.
1879—Anson Stager, president ;
Charles J. Barnes, vice-president : Frederick B. Tuttle, secretary
and treasurer ; Charles J. Barnes, Watson F. Blair. William Chis.
holm, Charles W. Drew, Augustus N. Eddy, James 1>. Goodman,
Edson Keith, Robert 1,. Perry, Anson Stager, Frederick B. Tuttle,
A. G. Van Schaick, directors.
1880—Anson Stager, president ; Edson Keith, first vicepresident ; A. G. Van Schaick, second vice-president : Frederick
B. Tuttle, secretary and treasurer ; Watson F Blair, Xavier L.
Otis, Robert L. Perry, Anson Stager, Frederick B. Tuttle A. G.
Van Schaick, directors.
1881—Edson Keith, president ; J. W. Doane, first vice-pres
ident ; Frederick B. Tuttle, second vice-president ; Horace Williston, secretary and treasurer; William A. Angell, *Chauncv J.
Blair, *Allred Cowles, J. W. Doane, James B. Goodman, Edson
Keith, J. J. Knickerbocker, Xavier L Otis, Robert L. Perry,
George M. Pullman, fWilliam H. Sard, JFrederick B. Tuttle,
Horace Williston, directors.
1882—Edson Keith, president ; J. W. Doane, first vice-pres
ident ; Alfred Cowles, second vice-president; Horace Williston,
secretary; Chauncy J. Blair, treasurer; A. A. Bigelow, E. E.
Chandler, Alfred Cowles, J. W. Doane, William A Fuller, Albert
Hayden, *Edson Keilh, William S. Knight, fj. J. Knickerbocker,
H. J. Macfarland, I lorace Williston, John H. Wren, directors.
1883—Edson Keith, president; J. W. Doane, first vice-pres
ident ; Alfred Cowles, second vice-president ; William S. Knight,
* Resigned.
t Elected to fill vacancy.
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secretary ; Chauncy J. Blafr, treasurer ; A. A. Bigelow, E. E.
Chandler, Alfred Cowles, J. W. Doane, William A. Fuller, C. T.
Howe, Edson Keith, J. J. Knickerbocker, William S. Knight, H.
J. Macfarland, John S. Wren, directors.
1884—J. W. Doane, president ; Alfred Cowles, first vicepresident ; H. J. Macfarland, second vice-president ; T. R. Jen
kins, secretary; Chauncy J. Blair, treasurer: John M. Ciark,
Alfred Cowles, J. W. Doane, John IS. Hughes. T. R. Jenkins, W.
B. Keep, 11. J. Macfarland, R. B. Marten. Pliny B. Smith, W. A.
Thompson, James Van Inwagen, directors.

CALUMET CLUB HOUSE.
rSSj—J. W. Doane, president; H. J. Macfarland, first vicepresident; John M. Clark, second vice-president ; T. R. Jenkins,
secretary; George I.. Otis, treasurer; S. B. Barker, Arthur J.
Caton, John M. Clark. J. W. Doane, E F. Henderson John B.
Hughes, T. R. Jenkins, William B. Keep, H. J. Macfarland,
Ferd. VV. Peck, W. A. Thompson, directors.
Thomas R. Jenkins, secretary of the Calumet Club and expresident of the Farragut Boat Club, is a member of the well-known
dry goods commission firm of Jenkins, Kreer & Co. He was born
at Pittsburgh, Penn., in November, 1848, but was reared in the
West, his family removing to Wisconsin when he was a lad. He
was educated at Oshkosh, graduating from the high school in 1866.
After finishing his studies he apprenticed himself as a druggist's
clerk, and served three years in a pharmacy at Berlin, Wisconsin.
In 1868, he came to Chicago, and entered into the employ of Field,
I.eiter & Co. He was engaged as general utility man in the offices
of that house for one year, and for the following nine years was
credit man, and had general charge of the books of the retail
department of Field, I.eiter & Co. In 1879, he resigned his posi
tion and took a trip to Europe to recruit his health. On his return,
the firm of Klapp, Jenkins & Co. was organized, and they com
menced a foreign and domestic dry goods commission business,
which has been carried on most successfully up to the present time.
In July, 1884, Mr. Klapp retired from the firm and John J. Kreer
purchased his interest, the firm name then changing to Jenkins,
Kreer & Co. In 1874, Mr. Jenkins was importuned to join the
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Farragut Boat Club, and, with hopes of aiding his then poor health
by the manual exercise of boating, he became a member of the Club,
and has since occupied various prominent positions in that organiza
tion. In April, 1875, he was elected vice-president o( the Club and
in the following October was made its president, holding the office
for five consecutive years. lie has since served on several com
mittees, among them being that of ways and means for taking
measures toward the erection of the Club's present handsome home.
Mr. Jenkins was an original member of the Calumet Club, and, in
18S4, was elected secretary of the same, holding that office at the
present time. He is also a member of the Washington Park Club
and of Garden City Council, No 202, of the Royal Arcanum.
The Old Settlers.— In February, 187 1, some
attetnpt was made to organize an Old Settlers' Society,
but the meetings held resulted in nothing of importance,

from the first, under the direct supervision of a com
mittee of old settlers, which is composed of all members
of the Calumet Club whose residence in Chicago ante
dates 1840. The original committee was composed of
Silas B. Cobb, Franklin 1). Gray, Mark Kimball, James
H. Rees, Marcus C. Stearns, Frederick Turtle, and Joel
C. Walter; and the changes in the committee since have
been through the deaths of James H. Rees and Thomas
Hoyne, and the admission to membership of John M.
Van Osdel, John Wentworth, A. G. Burley, Horatio G.
Loomis and Jerome Beecher. The invitations to the
last annual banquet numbered nearly four hundred and
fifty. Each recurring occasion has served to revive

HON. AND MRS. CALVIN DE WOLF.
and the work of gathering historical facts of the early
days of Chicago remained dormant, and had it not been
for the careful and energetic labor of the Calumet Club
this valuable work would have never been performed.
In May, 1879, the Calumet Club extended an invitation
for a reception to the old settlers,—those who had come
to Chicago prior to the year 1840, and had at that time
attained their majority. These rec ptions, since held
once each year, have been productive of much good,
and the Club has taken a special pride in conserving
and invoking history on their behalf. In the club-house
is an apartment devoted solely to the uses and memories
of early Chicagoans, and called the " Old Settlers'
Room,'' where may be found portraits of all of the more
prominent pioneers and a number of interesting relics.
Among the latter are the famous Mark Heaubien fiddle
(now three-stringed and voiceless) and the historical
tomahawk and peace-pipe of Captain William Wells,
who was slaughtered by the Indians on August 15, 181 2.
Year by year, the Calumet Club adds to this collection,
and its registers and records of the pioneers are grad
ually growing more complete.
The banquet occurring in May of each year has been

many old memories and renew old acquaintanceship, as
well as awakening a new interest in, and furnishing much
valuable matter for, early history.
It is the pride of the Calumet Club to foster the
feature it has thus undertaken, in every way. From its
records is obtained the following list of settlers, of age
and resident in Chicago prior to 1840, and living at this
date (December 13, 18851, w'tn their places of residence:
Ackley Benjamin F.. No. 422 West Washington .street. Chicago.
Adams
Charles,
Adslt .1.lines
M.. Norwalk,Conn.
No. 400 Dearborn Avenue. Chicago.
Allen
Kdward
Aurora,
III.
Ambrose Kev. EL.
Joshua
ML Reedsburg.
Sauk Co.. Wis.
Anient Edward G., No. 160 LaSalte Street. Chicago.
Armstrong T. R., Central Hotel, Chicago.
Atzel Tobias. Downer's Grove. III.
Bailey Henrv,
Amos, Pacheco.
Contra
Costa Co.,
Cal.Chicago.
Rallev
No. 855 We*t
Jackson
Street.
Baldwin William Anson, No. S85X Illinois Street. Chicago.
Balestler
Joseph Herbert,
N.. Braltleboro',
Rartlett Charles
DiamondVt.
Lake, Lake Co.. 111.
Hascom Kev. Klavel, Hinsdale, III.
Bass
J.
W..
St,
Paul,
Minn.
Bassett George, No. 710 Hubbard Street, Chicago.
Batchelor
Kzra, No.
153 LaSalte
Street. Chicago.
Bates
Beebe John,
HenryNo.
T., '275
No. Stale
3152 Street.
PrairieChicago.
Avenue. Chicago.
Beechei Jerome, No. 241 Michigan Avenue, Chicago.
Ileggs
Rev.
Stephen
H.,
Plalnfleld.
III. Street. Chicago.
Berdel Charles, No. 201 West Randolph
Berg Anton. No. 307 Fifth Avenue, Chicago.
Berg Joseph. No. 75 Honors Street. Chicago.
Berry Isaac
111. Avenue, Denver, Colo.
Bishop
JamesELt..Paw
No.Paw,
49 Llucolu
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Black Francis, Hampton, 111.
Hlackman Edwin. No. 241 Krle Street, Chicago.
Blake L. S., Kaclne, Wis.
Bond William, Somanauk, DeKalb Co., 111.
Boswortb Increase Child, Elgin, 111.
Botsford .labez Kent, No. 1704 Michigan Avenue. Chicago.
Boyer Valentine Aurand, No. 490 Fullerton Avenue, Chicago.
Bracket* William W., No. 259 West Twenty- fifth Street, New York.
Bradley Asa Foster, Jefferson, Cook Co., 111.
Bradley
63 North O'Brien
Desplalues
Bradley David,
Sidney No.
S., Sheldon,
Co., Street,
Iowa. Chicago.
Bridges Thomas B.. Oak Park, III.
Brock
John
S..
San
Francisco,
CaL
Brookes Joshua, Galcua. III.
Brookes Samuel Marsden, San Francisco, Cal.
Brown Andrew Jesse, Evanston, III.
Brown Charles Everts, Glencoe, Lake Co., III.
Brown Lemuel, Lemont, 111.
Brown Nathaniel J., Lemont, III.
Brown W. H., Lake City, Cal.
Bryan Frederick Augustus, No. 1 Bryan Place. Chicago.
Buel James
No. 1923
Buell
Elijah,M.,Lyons.
Iowa.South Clark Street, Chicago.
Hurley Arthur Oilman, No. 1620 Indiana Avenue. Chicago.
Barley
Augustus
Harris,N.No.H.254 Dearborn Avenua, Chicago.
Burley
Charles,
Burroughs
LesterExeter.
M., Batavfa, Kane Co., 111.
Butler John H., Park Ridge, 111.
Butler William H., Hohart. Ind.
Caldwell John.
CookIII.Co., 111.
Cammack
John,Bloom,
Evanston,
Campbell James, No. 2634 Calumet Avenue, Chicago.
Campbell Stephen. Kaclne. Wis.
Carpenter Plnlo, No. 436 Washington Boulevard. Chicago.
Carter
Butler,Mich.
No. 55 Twentieth Street, Chicago.
Caster Thomas
W. H., Nlles,
Caswell Sidney, No. 3738 Laugley Avenue. Chicago.
Caton John Dean, No. 1900 Calumet Avenue, Chicago.
Caton William P.. Jollet. 111.
Chadwlck Edmund S.. Beloit, Wis.
Cliamberlln
Jacob Sherril,
Christie
John,Rev.
Wheaton,
III. Robin's Nest, 111.
Churchill Jesse, Riverside III.
Clarke Abraham Fuller. Marietta, Ga.
Clarke
No. 113
AdamsGa.Street, Chicago.
Clarke Henry
SamuelW.,
Clarke,
Marietta,
Cleaver Charles, Ellis Avenue and Forty-second Street, Chicago.
Clement
Stephen.
2H1 Prospect Avenue. Milwaukee, Wis.
Cliff
James,
Racine,No.Wis
Cobb Silas K , No. 3334 Michigan Avenue. Chicago.
Coldwell
Archibald,
Black
Creek.Avenue,
Outagamie
Co., Wis.
Wis.
Colvln Edwin,
No. 1511
College
Racine,
Cook Isaac, St. Louis. Mo.
Couch James, Tremont House, Chicago
Crocker Hans. No. 223 Tenth Street, Milwaukee. Wis.
Crocker Joslah D., No. 1023 Warren Avenue. Chicago.
Culver John B., Oleucoe, Lake Co., III.
Cusblng Nathaniel Sawyer. Lombard. III.
Day General Hannibal, .
Densmore Eleazer W., No. 2328 Indiana Avenue. Chicago.
DeWolf Calvin, No. 3800 Vlncennes Avenue, Chicago.
Dexter Albert Augustus, Union Stock- Yards, Chicago.
Delanty Michael, No. 127 West Van Buren Street. Chicago.
Dickenson George L., Crockery. Ottawa Co.. Mich.
Dickey Hugh
Thompson,
No.Thirty-seventh
473 Fifth Avenue,
NewChicago,
York.
Dickinson
Augustus,
No. 650
Street,
Dodge Use! S.. Nlles. Mich.
Dodson
Christian
Geneva.
III. Chicago.
Dousman
C. No.Bowman,
71Wiufleld,
Thirtieth
Street,
DrummoudT. Thomas.
DuPage
Co., 111.
Drurv Benjamin C. R-dllns, Lake Co.. III.
Donull James T . No. 180 Madison Street. Chicago.
Dyer George It.. Baxter Springs, Kan.
Eddy IraB.. No. 666 Fulton Street, Chicago.
Edwards Francis Myers Desplalues, 111.
Eells
Ellis Thomas
Joel, No.S.,62Jacksonville,
West JacksonFla.
Street, Chicago.
Estes Elijah Stone, Bay View. Milwaukee Co., Wis.
Fennlraore Richard. No. 494 West Monroe Street, Chicago.
Fergus Robert, No. 244 Illinois Street, Chicago.
Filer
Aianson, Racine.
Wis.Nlles, Mich.
Fish Benjamin
Franklin.
Fisher Lucius George. Chicago.
Flood Peter F., No. 93 South Sangamon Street, Chicago.
Follansboe Charles. No. 2258 Wabash Avenue, Chicago.
Foot* David P., Sodavllle, LI nil Co., Oreg.
Foster Edward, Lake View. 111.
Freeman Robert. Napervllle. III.
Freer Lemuel Covell Paine, No. 247 Michigan Avenue, Chicago.
Gage John. Vlneland, N. J.
Gaines
William.
Wilson
Station, Ellsworth Co., Kan.
Gale Stephen
Abrain.
Oak
Park,No.111.
Gale
Francis.
55 South Peoria Street, Chicago.
Gates Pnlletna Woodworth. No. 52 South Canal street, Chicago.
Geble
Peter,
No.
31
1
North
Franklin
Gill Benjamin E.. Geneva Lake,
Wis.Street. Chicago.
Goodrich Grant, No. 40 Rush Street, Chicago.
Goodrich
Herman II.,
No. 70No.
Adams
Street.Street,
Chicago.
Goodrich Timothy
Watson.
544 Astor
Milwaukee, Wis.
Goold Nathaniel, No. 2216 Prairie Avenue, Chicago.
GossJohn,
Geneseo,
III.
Granger Elihu, Kanev I lie. Ill
Graunis Samuel W., No. 1031 West Jackson Street, Chicago,
Grant
Davenport,
Grant James.
Levi. Kenosha.
Wis.Iowa.
Graves Henrv, No. 88 Thirty-third Street, Chicago.
Gray Franklin D., No. 2807 Prairie Avenue, Chicago.
Gray George M., Grand Pacific Hotel, Chicago.
Gray
Jefferson,Hyde
III. Park. III.
Gray John.
Joseph
Green
Daniel Henrv,
M.. Lisle. Du Page
Co., 111.
Green
Walter
Manistee,
Guild Dr.
K. C,R.,Bartlett.
CookMlCh.
Co.. III.
Gurnee Walter Smith, No. 7 Nassau Street, New York.
Hackett John. Beloit, Wis.
Haines Elijah Mlddlebrook. Waukegan, 111.
Haines
John Charles.
Waukegan,
Hall Benjamin,
Wheaton,
III. III.
Hall
III. Street, Chicago.
Hall Joseph.
Philip AOitawa,
, No. 4 Clark
Hatlam Rev. Isaac Williams, Stonlngton, Conn,
Hallock
P., Brayton,
Audubon
Iowa.
HamiltonIsaac
Polemus
D., No. 126
Clark Co..
Street,
Chicago.
Hanchett John L., No. 371 Wabash Avenue, Chicago.

Harman William.
Daniel H.,No.
Waukegan,
Harnian
210 South111.Water Street, Chicago.
Harmon
Edwin
R.,
Aurora,
III. Ellis Avenue, Chicago.
Harmon Isaac Dewey. No. 4333
Hass Lewis. Chicago.
Hawley
John
S-.
Aurora.
ID.
Heald Darius, O'Fallon. St. Charles Co., Mo.
HeartL Robert. No. 615 Lumber Street, Chicago.
Herrtck
Kaclne, Wis.Wis.
HIbbard Charles,
W. B., Milwaukee,
Hilltard Laurlu Palmer, No. 142 Dearborn Street. Chicago.
Hinckley Samuel Taylor. Elgin, III.
Hitchcock Rev. Luke, No. 3516 Indiana Avenue, Chicago.
Hoffman Michael. No. 457 LaSalle Avenue, Chicago.
Holden Charles Newton. No. 542 West Monroe Street, Chicago.
Holllnshead
William.
Elkhorn, Wis.
Horton Deuulson.
Chicago.
Hosmer
Charles
Blngley,
79 Clark
Street, Chicago.
Howard Philip, Meridian. No.
Bosque
Co., Texas.
Hubbard Gurdoti Saltonstall. No. 143 Locust Street. Chicago.
Hubbard
Moses, Half
Dav, Lake
Co., III. New York.
Hubbard Thomas
R. Bank
or Commerce.
Hugunln James R., No. 531 La.Sal1e Avenue, Chicago.
Humphrey James Oscar, Willoughby, Ohio.
Hunt Bela
T., StDavid.
Charles.Washington.
III.
Hunter
General
D. C.
Hunter
George
W.,
Wllmette,
Hurd Dr. L., Kewanee, III. 111.
Hyatt Henry Enos, Mobile, Ala.
Ives A. B., Bloomington, lit.
Jackson John William. No. 449 West Lake Street, Chicago.
Jefferson
Hiram.Drake,
Desplalues,
111. Hotel, Chicago.
Jennings John
Southern
Johnson John B.. Leland, III.
Jones William. Waukegan, III.
Jones Wilson, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Kehoe Michael. No. 390 West Twelfth Street, Chicago.
Kellev James, Winnetka, III.
Kellogg
Artenius
B.. No. 1224 West Bridge,
MadisonChicago.
Street, Chicago.
Kllilck James
E.. Clvbourn-avenue
Kf in hell Martin N.. So. 187 LaSalle Street, Chicago.
King Tuthlll.
85 Washington
Street. Co.,
Chicago.
Kingston
JohnNo.
Tabor
Necedab, Juneau
Wis.
Kinney Captain Elilah. Clinton. Henry Co., Mo.
Knickerbocker II. W.. Napervllle. lit.
Kuhl John, No. 464 West Chicago Avenue, Chicago.
Laflin
Matthew,
Park Row,Hillsdale
Chicago.Co., Mich.
Lampman
HenryNo.
S., 6Litchfield,
Lane
George
W.,
Morris.
III.
Lane James, No. 12 Lane place. Chicago.
Lauge Oscar G., No. 339 South Morgan Street, Chicago.
Lathrop Samuel, Bristol, III.
Letz
LI nd Frederick,
Sylvester, Chlcairo.
Lake Forest, III.
Loonils
Vt. Fifty-seventh Street. New York
Loomis Henrv.
Horatio Burlington,
G.. No. 125 East
McCarthy Owen. No. 192 South Sangamon Stieet, Chicago.
McCliutock
Jaines.
Page Co..Avenue,
III. Chicago.
McClure Joslah
E., Gowen,
No. 2120DuMichigan
McDanlel Alexander. Wllmette, III.
McKidowny John, Bloom, Cook Co., III.
McKenzie
Ezra, Pern,
MeMahon Patrick,
No. III3729 Forest Avenue, Chicago.
McMallev
William.
.
Maglll
Julian,
Paris.No.France.
Manlerre
Edward.
2352 Prairie Avenue. Chicago.
Marshall James Augustus. No. 2906 Indiana Avenue, Chicago.
Melvln John. No. 182 East Ohio Street, Chicago.
Merriell George, No. 24 South Sangamon Street, Chicago.
Mlguly Rudolph, No. 2430 Prairie Avenue. Chicago.
MillardJacob,
Ira, Arlington
Heights.Avenue,
Ill
Miller
No. 42 Clybourn
Chicago.
Mllliken Isaac Lawrence, Mouee, Will Co., 11L
Mills John Rodney. Chicago
Milne Roberts, Lockport. III.
Mitchell Henry, Racine, Wis.
Mohr
M., Matthew
Walworth.S., Wis.
Moloney
Belvldere, III,
Moore Amos M., No. 12 Union Park Place, Chicago.
Morgan Patrick Richard. No. 705 Carroll Avenue, Chicago.
Morrison Ezeklel, No. 125 Clark Street, Chicago.
Murray Robert Nelson. Napervllle, 111.
Myrick Willard F., No. 2967 Vernon Avenue, Chicago.
Nash Frederick A.. Omaha. Neb.
Neely Alexander,
Neb. Street, Chicago.
Nelson
Andrew, No.Lincoln.
248 Superior
Northam Robert R , Aurora, III.
Norton Nelson R., Alden, Minn.
Oliver
A., No.
867Porte,
West Lake
OsbortiJohn
Andrew
L.. La
Ind. Street, Chicago.
Parker John, Hinsdale, III.
Parry
Samuel,
Patterson
JohnSouth
Gibson,Bend.
HalfInd.
Day, Lake Co., III.
Payne William H.. Fremont Centre. IllPeacock Elisha. No. 98 State Street, Chicago.
Peacock Joseph. No. 287 Michigan Avenue. Chicago.
Peck Charles Edwin, No 270 Huron Street. Chicago.
Pennover Henry. Nunlca, Ottawa Co.. Mich.
Pennoyer James Monroe. Norwood Park, III.
Pennoyer Stephen, Norwood Park, HI.
Peters
Newark,
N. J. Avenue, Chicago.
Pierce George,
Asahel. No.
732 Bowen
Pierce Smith !>., Belinond. Wright Co., Iowa.
Plmperton Joseph, Plum River, 111.
Plum William
v., Aurora,
III. Ind.
Porter
Abel Duncan,
LaPorte.
Porter Rev. Jeremiah, Detroit, Mich.
Post
Rev.William
John C,C,Wichita.
Powers
No. 198 Kan.
LaSalle Avenue. Chicago.
Price Cornelius, No. 1826 Indiana Avenue. Chicago.
Ragan John Grover. Waukegan. III.
Rami Socrates, No. 161 North Carpenter Street, Chicago.
Reader
Daniel
L., Aurora,
III. Lincoln Street. Chicago
Reld John
Adams.
No. 55 North
Rels
Jacob
Nicholas,
No.
292
Fifth Co.,
Avenue,
Reynolds Silas, Sugar Grove, Kane
I1L Chicago.
Rockwell
James,
Batavia,
III.
Rue John C. No. 131 South Jefferson Street. Chicago.
Russell Jacob, East Northfield, III.
Sackett Joshua S., Garden Prairie, Boone Co., 111.
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Sackrtder Christian, Oakland, Cal.
.Sanerlee Merrll Lawrence, No. 2704 Michigan Avenue, Chicago.
Sawyer
Forest
111. Street, Chicago.
Sawyer Nathaniel,
Dr. sniney. Lake
No. 301
Ontario
Scaiiiinon Jonathan Young, Hyde Park, III.
Scotl Wlllard, Naoervilie, III.
Scott Willis, No. 199 West Washington Street. Chicago.
Sears Edward II.. Sterling. III.
Selklrk
James,
Haven,Fayette
Midi. Co., Iowa.
Sensor John
W.,South
Hawkeye
Shapley Morgan L., Meridian, Bosque Co., Texas.
Sherman Alson Smith, Waukegau, III.
Sherman 1>. S., Waukegau, I II.
Slierinau J. Sterling. East Nonhfleld, III.
Siierman Oren, No. 345 Wabaali Avenue. Chicago.
Skinner Mark, No. 154 Lake Street, Chicago.
Slater George i;., Aurora, III.
Smith AbiaT. Lockport.
Smith
No. 63 III.
Aberdeen
Chicago.
Smith Benjamin,
Or. David Sheppard,
No. 1255Street,
Mlchlgau
Avenue. Chicago.
Smith George. Reform Club, Lo* don, Eng.
Smith
Odes
W.,
Leroy.
Mower
Co.,
Minn.
Smith John M . Dundee, 111.
Smith Joseph K., No. 83 Warren Avenue. Chicago.
Sollitt John, No. 157 South Jelferson Street, Chicago.
SpauldlngS. F.. Staunton, III.
Stanton Daniel D., Mvstlc, Conn.
Stearns
Avenue,
Stevens Marcus
AdmiralCicero,
ThomasNo.II 475
. U. Wabash
S. N., Erie,
Penu.Chicago.
Stow Henry M.. Chicago.
Stuart Alexander, Bhighamton, N. Y.
Sturtevant Austin D-. No. 180 Warren Avenue, Chicago.
Sturtevant
Charles
H„ Dclavan,
Surdam Samuel
Johnson,
No. 178Wis.
Lake Street, Chicago.
Sweeney John. Chicago.
Sweet Alauson, Evanston, III.
Talcot Edward Benton, No. 1235 Wabash Avenue. Chicago.
Tanner William Augustus, Aurora HI.
Taylor
Augustln
Deodat,
No. 398III.West Taylor Street. Chicago.
Taylor
Edmund Horace,
Dick.
Meudotu.
Taylor
Francis
Nlles.
Mich.
Taylor William Hant. Brookllne,
Mass.
Temple
Peter.
Lexington,
Mo.
Thomas
Gerhard
Henri.
Palatine,
Towner Norman Keltngg, Ypsllauti,111.Mich,
Tripp Dr. Hobtusou. No. 1408 Wabash Avenue. Chicago,
Tuller
"nlk Henry
' A.. Frophetsto^vn.
L., Fern. Ill Whltesides Co., 111.
TulierJ.
Tuller
W.
G.,
New York. III.
Turner John. Uavenswood.
Turner
Leightoii.
Evanston.
111.
Tuttle Frederick, No.
2022 Michigan
Avenue, Chicago,
Tuttle Ferry Erie, Indianapolis, Ind.
Underwood John Milton, Danvers,
Vail Walter, Newburg, N. Y.
VaMdercook Charles Raney, Austin, III.
Van
NortwlcK
Katavia.
111. West Monroe Street, Chicago.
Van Osdel
JesseJohn.
Redifer.
No. 711
Van Osdel John Mills. No. 41 Clark Street. Chicago.
Vincent Aiken. No. 96 Artesian Avenue, Chicago.
Voice John, No. 317 Laughton Street, Chicago.
Wad hams Carlton. South Bend, Ind.
Wadhams Seth. Elmhnrst, 111.
Wadsworth
Avenue, Chicago.
Wadswortli Kllsha
Julius.Seymour,
C. M. * St.No.F.393
R. KDearborn
. New York.
Wait
Charles
C,
Yorkville,
Racine
Co.,
Wis.
Walt John, Elgin, ill.
Walte
Washington,
No. 1334
WalkerGeorge
Houghton
C. Belvidere,
III. Fortieth Street. Chicago.
Walter Joel Clark, No. 1712 Michigan Avenue. Chicago.
Walton Nelson C. San Francisco, Cal.
Ward
F.. Waterloo.
BlackAvenue.
Hawk Racine,
Co., Iowa.
WarnerGeorge
Herman,
No. 739 Lake
Wis.
Warner Seth Porter, Austin, Cook Co., III.
Watklns
John
Joliet.
111.
Wayman Samuel, No. 142 Aberdeen Street, Chicago.
Wayman
William,
251 Fulton
Weare John.
Cedar No.
Rapids.
Iowa. Street, Chicago.
Weeks Dr. Jerome F., No. 157 South Clark Street, Chicago.
Wentworth George. Bay View, Milwaukee Co , Wis.
Wentworth John, Sherman House, Chicago.
Wbeelock Otis Leonard, No. 3971 Ellis Aveuue, Chicago.
Wicker Joel Hoxie. St. Joseph. Mich.
Wilcox
Erastus,W..Highland
Wilde George
Belvidere.Park,
HI. III.
Wlllard Alonzo Joseph. No. 79 Clark Street, Chicago,
Wlllard Ellsha Wheeler. Newport, R. I.
Williams Giles. New York.
Wilson Isaac G.. Geneva, III.
Wilson John Lush, Revere House, Chicago.
Woleott
HenryChurch,
Huntington,
Y. Chicago.
Wood Alonzo
No. (19Astoria,
Clinton N.
Street.
Worthington Daniel. No. 77 Ashland Avenue, Chicago.
Wright Truman G., Racine, Wis.
Yates Horace H., No. 19 Sou'h Peoria Street, Chicago.
Young Florus B., Petaliimna, Sonoma Co.. Cal.
Names of ladies invited, residents prior to 1840, in
addition to the wives of the old settlers :
Adams Mrs.
widowPolk
of Joseph
Evanston, III.
Adcock
Mrs.,Hannah,
No, 225 Wesr
Street. S.,
Chicago.
Aldrleh
Miss
Amaret
O
,
Downer's
Grove,
Aldrlcli Mrs. Julia Rogers, widow of Horace,111.Downer's Grove. III.
Atkinson Mrs. Sarah Thomas Gray, widow of Henry. Hyde Park. III.
Ballentlne Mrs. Agnes Myer. widow of David. No. 64 Bclleviie Place, Chicago.
Barnes Mrs. Anna M. Fitch, widow of Hamilton, No. 152 South Sangamon
Street, Chicago.
Beach
Mrs.Mrs.
Sarah,
widow of
John. No.
974 West
Street,
Beard^ley
Caroline
Gurusey.
widow
of Dr.Madison
Harrison
Hoyt.Chicago.
No. 3850
Vlncennes Avenue. Chicago.
Bidwell Mrs. Maria, widow of George W., No. 1258 Michigan Avenue,
Chicago.
Bishop
Mrs. Sophronla Julia Steele, widow of Dardanus. No. 98 DeKalb
Street,
Holies
Mrs.Chicago.
Sarah K.. widow of N:ithan Howard. Cleveland. Ohio.
Boone Mrs. Louisa M. Smith, widow of Dr. Levi D., No. 3029 Michigan Ave
nue,
Chicngo.
Botsford Mrs. Frances Dolly, widow of Theodore Bennett, No. 2918 Vernon
Avenue,
Brewster
Mrs.Chicago.
Charlotte Rhines. widow of John. New Lisbon. Wis.
BrlukerhoB Mrs. SeptlmaS., widow of Dr. John. New York City.

Brown Mrs. Sarah Dunn Howe, widow of Rufus B., No. 45 South Ann Street,
Chicago.
Brown Mrs. Susan L., widow of Joseph E., No. 5ft Aberdeen Street, Chicago.
Burton Mrs. Ann W. Germain, widow of Stiles, No, 229 Mlchlgau Avenue,
Chicago.
Butler Miss Betsey, St. Charles, 111.
Calhoun
Mrs. PameliaC. Hathaway, widow of John, No. 78 Twelfth Street,
Chicago.
Callts
Mrs. Mrs.
Susan,
HopkinsvlHe.
Carpenter
Sarah
L. Warren,Christian
widow ofCo..
AbelKy.E..
Chllds Mrs. Eliza Woodburn Aiken, widow of Shubael Davis. Evanston. III.
Church
Mrs. Rebecca
Sherman (Pruynej, widow of Thomas, No. 331 Michi
gan Avenue,
Chicago.
Church
Mrs. Roxanna
Pike, widow of William Linnaeus Hyde Park, 111.
Clybourn Mis. Mary Galloway, widow of Archibald, No. 153 Seminary Ave
nue, Chicago.
Coffin Mrs. Maria Rhines, widow of Frederick, Oswego. 111.
Coffin Mrs. Harriet Delta Dole (Richards ), widow of Joseph Warren Chase,
Crystal
III. Grannfs, widow of Francis, No. 643 West Adams Street,
Connor
Mrs.Lake,
Clarissa
Chicago.
Cooknue,
Mr.s.Chicago.
Amanda S. Newton, widow of Charles W., No. 3241 Indiana Ave
Cook Mrs, Thomas, Western Springs, Cook Co., III. .
Couch Mrs. Caroline E.. widow of Ira, No. 3156 Indiana Avenue, Chicago.
Curtiss Mrs. Mary, widow of James, Champaign, III.
Davis Mrs. Eliza, No. 482 West Twelfth Street. Chicago.
Davis Mrs.
widow widow
of William
H., Highland
Park,
III. Peoria Street,
Davis
Mrs. Emma,
Myra Delta,
of George,
No. 193
South
Chicago.
Dewev Mrs. Adelines. Lincoln, widow of Dennis S.. Monticello, Iowa.
Dtmock Mrs. Mary Ann Stow, widow of Edward, No. 887 West Jackson
Street.Mrs.
Chicago.
Dorwin
Arilla B.. Berkshire, Tioga Co.. N. Y.
Duck
Mrs.
Hill,widow
Clifton,of III.
Duulan Mrs.Charles
Emellne,
Mathlas L.. Savoy. III.
Dyer Mrs. Elizabeth Sehor DeKoven (Hubbard), widow of Thomas, Lake
View. III.
Eddy Mrs. Cvnthla K. King, widow of Philander, Keene. N. H.
Egau Mrs. William B., No. 624 Dearborn Avenue, Chicago.
Elston Mrs. Daniel, Lake View, III.
Faytilla
Mrs.Co..
Isabelle Kiel Kingston, widow of Harrison Kellogg, Milton, Uma
Fltklus
Mrs. Oregon.
Joseph. No. 373 Webster Avenue. Chicago.
Forbes Mrs. Elvira Bates, widow of Stephen Van Rensselaer, Cleveland, Ohio.
Gage Mrs. Sarah Merrill, widow or Jared, Wlnnetka. III.
Gear Mrs. Lydia A. Jackson. Bowmanville, Cook Co., III.
Green Mrs. Caroline Hllliard. widow of RussjII, No. 225 South Green Street.
Chicago.
Haddock Mrs. Louisa Graves, widow of Edward H.. No. 297*i Michigan Ave
nue. Chicago.
Hatght Miss Eliza Helen, Geneva, III.
Handy Mrs. Laura W. Bellows, widow of Henry S., No. 11 Page Street, Chi
cago.
Hatch
Mrs. Caroline C, widow of David, River Forest, Cook Co., 111.
Heartt Mrs. Jane, widow of Daniel It., No. 615 Lumber Street. Chicago.
Hoard Mrs. Sophronla Conanf, widow of Samuel. No. 205 South Morgan
Street. Chicago.
Holllster Mrs. Angehne Peck, wire or L. M.. Chicago.
Hooker Mrs. John W.. No. 1921 Indiana Avenue. Chicago.
Howe Mrs. Rose Victor Bailey, widow of Francis. Porter Station. Ind.
Hovne Mrs. Leonora M. Temple, widow of Thomas, No. 267 Michigan Ave
nue, Chicago,
Hubbard
Mrs. Julia Elvira Smith, widow of Henry George, HoM Bristol,
Chicago.
Hubbard Mrs Anna Itallou, widow of Theodore, No. 46 College Place, Chi
cago.
Jones
Mrs. Frances
Avenue,
Chicago.Maria Nortbam, widow of Nathaniel A., No. 1921 Indiana
Jones Mrs. Frances Maria VanZaudt, widow of Daniel Andrus, No. lfO West
Washington Street. Chicago.
Kennlcott Mrs. Caroline Chapman, widow of William Henry, No. 90 Thirtythird Street, Chicago,
Kerchcval Mrs. Fellclte Hotchkiss, widow of Gholson, No. 20AH Clark
Street, Chicago.
Klmberly
Mrs. Maria Theresa Ellis, widow of Dr. Edmund Stougbton, Har
rington Station. III.
Kingsbury Mrs. Jane Creed StebWns. widow of Julius J. Backus, Old Syrae,
Conn.Mrs. Robert Allen, No. 3308 Wabash Avenue, Chicago.
Klnzle
Larrabee Mrs. Mary Margaret Halght, widow of William M.. Geneva, III.
Leavenworth, Mrs. Elvira C, widow of Jesse H., No. 194 Farwell Avenue,
Wis. No. 1418 Michigan Avenue, Chicago.
LockMilwaukee,
Mrs. William,
Lovell Mrs. Madora Hugunin, No. 1042 West Harrison Street, Chicago.
Lyman Mrs. Sarah Alexander, widow of Daniel, Mendota, III.
McConnell Mrs. Charlotte McGlashan, widow of Edward, No. 101 Washing
ton Street, Chicago.
McGlashan Mrs. Jessie Guthrie, widow of John. No. 311 West Jackson Street,
Chicago.
Manl^rre Mrs. Ann Hamilton Reld, widow ofGeorge, No. 1928 Calumet Ave
nue. Chicago.
Mesmer
Mrs Abramlce Harmon, widow of Theodore, Bandon, Cook Co.. III.
Miller Mrs. Barbara iSauterj (Claus>, widow or William, Bloom. Cook Co.,
HI.
Mitchell Mrs. Charlotte Elizabeth Yard (Talmadge), widow of John Berrv.
Lake View,Mrs.
111. Elizabeth, widow of Loton W., No. 2816 Cottage Grove
Montgomery
Avenue.
Chicago.Yorkville, Kendall Co.. 111.
Moore
Mrs. Henry,
Morrison Mrs. Lucy Paul, widow of Orseinus. No. 1510 Washington Boule
vard, Chicago.
Murphy
Mrs. Harriet Austin, widow of John, No. 351 West Adams Street.
Chicago.
Norton Miss Mary, No. 2022 Michigan Avenue, Chicago.
O'Donohue Mrs. Margaret Maria Williams, widow or Patrick. No. 2970 Wa
bash Avenue, Chicago.
Outhel Mrs. Maria Sherman, widow of John C. Park Ridge. III.
Peck Mrs. Mary Kent Wythe, widow or Philip F. W., No. 2254 Michigan Ave
uue, Chicago.
Perry Mrs. Abljah S., care Charles G. Wicker, Chicago.
Ravmond Mrs. Amelia Porter, widow of BenJ nuiii Wright. No. 55 Twentieth
ReesStreet,
Mrs. Chicago.
Harriet F.. widow of James H., Southern Hotel. Chicago.
Rein Mrs. Elizabeth B-itiingarten, widow of Peter, No. 403 State Street, Chi
cago.
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Rhlnes Mrs. Minerva, widow of Henry. No. 273 West Jackson Street, Chi
cago,
Rogers Mrs. Mary B.. widow of Edward Kendall. No. 359 Ontario Street,
Chicago.
Sanger Mrs. Catharine McKibben, widow of James Y., No. 2017 Indiana Ave
nue Chicago.
Rayre Mrs.
Lovett.
widow
Schaller
Mrs.Harriet
Andrew,
Elgin.
III. of William E., Mont Clare, Cook Co., 111.
Shaddle Mrs. Ellen Cadmus, widow of Peter, Evanston. III.
Sheppard
Mrs.Laura
Semantha
Dickinson.
510 West
Jackson Street,
Simons Mrs.
Brousou
Sprague,No.widow
of Edward,
Pacific,Chicago.
Cook Co.,
III.
Sinclair Mrs. Jane, widow of Louts George, St. Charles, 111.
Sinclair Mrs. Lydla Ann Hicks, widow of James, No. 366 State Street, Chi
cago.Mrs. Ann, widow of Horace M.. Lemont, 111.
Singer
Snow Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of George W., No. 321 Dearborn Avenue, Chi
cago.
Soden Mrs. William H.. No. 86 Dearborn Avenue, Chicago.
Steel Mrs. Ashbel, Maywood, III.
Steele Mrs. Rebecca Allen, widow of Jonathan William, No. 184 Goethe
Street, Chicago.
Stein Mrs. Maria A . widow of Charles, Blue Island, III.
Slow Mrs. William H.. No. 2236 Michigan Avenue. Chicago.
Strausel Mrs. Katherine Berg, widow of Martin, Elgin, III.
Tayler Mrs. Mary Olin, widow of Reuben. No. 714 West Washington Street,
Chicago.
Taylor Mrs. Charles. No. 199 South Peoria Street, Chicago.
Thatcher
David.No.River
III. Street, Chicago.
TrautmanMrs.
Mrs.Susanna,
Catherinewidow
Walterof Vogt,
515 Forest,
North Clark
Tupper Mrs. Chester. Reno. Washoe Co., Nev.
Tyler Mrs. Sarah M. Stougbton, widow of Elmer, No. 1 Woodlawn Park.
Chicago.
Updike Mrs. Mary Trowbridge, widow of Peter Lewis, No. 2819 Michigan
Avenue, Chicago.
Walker Mrs. Abigail P., widow of Dollver, Elgin, III.
Walter Mrs. Eliza Collins, widow of Ethan. West Northfleld, III.
Waymau Mrs. Mary Wayman Hoult, widow of James B., No. 734 Carroll
Avenue, Chicago.
Weir Mrs. Mary Catherine Perlne, widow of John B.. No. 2810 Michigan Ave
nue,
Chicago.
Wells Mrs.
Henry G., No. 3208 Prairie Avenue, Chicago.
Wesencraft Mrs. William. Riverside, III.
Whitehead Mrs. Henry. No. 2809 Indiana Avenue, Chicago.
Williams
Mrs.Agnes
Ell BSpence,
. Palmerwidow
House.of Chicago.
Wilson Mrs.
James I).. St. Paul. Minn.
Woodburv Mrs. Sarah Emeline Clarke, widow of Judson. St. Clair. Mich.
WoodruffMrs.
Delia
Uuriey.
widow
of
Ralph. No. 1906 Prairie Avenue. Chi
cago. Mrs. Mary J. Houghton, widow
Woodworth
of Hiram P.. Evanston. III.
Wynkoop Mrs. Hannah T. Lowe, widow of H. A.. No. 129 Winchester Ave
nue, Chicago.
Yoe Mrs. Catherine A. Gumee, wife of Peter Lynch, No. 476 Dearborn Ave
nue, Chicago.
From the Calumet Club record is obtained the fol
lowing names of pioneers, deceased since May, 1879 :
Name.
Date ok Decease.
Hlbliard Porter
879.
Ira Mlltlmore
June 8. 1879.
Lucius G. Tuttle
July 5. 1879.
Elijah Smith
July 15, 1879.
Oliver C. Crocker
July 31. 1879.
William M. Larrabee
Saptember 28, 1879.
Isaac Speer
September 28. 1879.
William Corrlgan
.1879.
Buckuer S. Morris
December 16, 1 879.
George M. Huntoou
December 16. 1879.
Samuel
December
29. 1880.
1879.
Mahlon H.
D. Gilbert
Ogden
February 14,
Jared
GageEddy
March 31. 1880.
Philander
James
WilliamHughes
Wentwortb
May 15. 1880.
Russell Green
May 15. 1880.
Ephralm Morrison
June 15, 1880.
Hiram Hastings
Inly 15. 1880.
Peter Page
August 1. 1880.
James H. Rees
September 23. 1880.
Alexander N. Fullerton
September 29. 1880.
E.
G. Ryan
October
William
L. Church
October 20,
23, 1880.
1880.
Daniel Morrison
November 9. 1880.
Dr. C. H.H.Duck
November 28.
12. 1880.
1880.
Thomas
Allison
November
Ezra L. Sherman
February 14, 1881.
Dennis
S. Dewey
March 24,
18, 1881.
1881.
Ell
B. Williams
March
David McKee
April 9. 1881.
Mark Beaublen
April 11. 1881.
Josepn A. Barnes
March 19. 1881.
Luther Nichols
May 2. 1881.
John P. Rels.Jr
lannary 2. 1881.
Robert Kirk
M. Miller
March. 1881.
13. 1881.
James
Paul
Thomas
Q.
Gage
May
18.
1881.
Ebenezer Peck
May 25. 1881.
Benjamin Waters
May 27. 1881.
Edward H. Hadduck
May 30. 1881.
George
Rumsey
June
17. 1881.
1881.
Sextos N.F. Wilcox
June 15.
Lathrop
Johnson
'uly
2.
1881.
Jacnli Dewltt Merrill
July 24. 1881.
Benjamin Jones
August 11. 1881.
William
Hall
August
William H. stow
August -.
18. 1881.
1881.
James Fish
August 18. 1881.
Harlow Kimball
August 25. 1881.
William Hlckllng
August 85. 1881.
SimonC.Doyle
September
Orrln
Moody
October 15. -,18811881.
•
Clemens Stokse
October 18, '881. .
Bennett Bailey
November 11. 1881.
James W. Steele
November 13. 1881.
Levi M. Osterhaudt
November 15. 1881.
Alonzo Huntington
November 17. 1881.
Samuel Hoard
November 25. 1881.
John Casev
Decembers. 1881.
Spencer Warner.
January 1. 1882.
Seth
T.
Otis
January
Levi D. Boone
January 25.
24. 1882.
1882.
Adam Schock
February 23. 1882.
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James Wellington Norrls
March 3, 1882.
Henry
Brookes
March 3, 1882.
S. A. Suits
Peter Button
March 28. 1882.
Homer M. Wllmarth
March 29, 1882.
Daniel Lyman
William
B.
Snowhook
May
5. 1882.
John
WaldoBaumgarten
Watt Smith
May 28, 1882.
William H. Adams
June 6, 1882.
John H. McKarrau
June 6. 1882.
Ebenezer
Hlgglns
Iune26,17,1882.
Walter Kimball
August
1P82.
Alfred Guthrie
August 17.
Charles
Baumgarten
October
16. 1882.
1882.
Franklin Baker
October 24, 1882.
Darius
Knights.
October
22.
Leonard (3. Hugunln
November 6.1882.
1882.
Samuel
Smalles
November
19.1882.
1882.
George
H.
Germain
December
B.
Abel E. Carpenter
Decembers. 1882.
Captain B. Douglas
December —. 1882.
Henry Welch..?
December 26. 1882.
Mathlas Mason
December 20. 1882.
John Davlln
January 24,
16, 1883.
1883.
Captain
Jasper W. PooL
January
Peter Shaddle
February 1, 1883.
Lemuel
Barber
February
4,
1883.
Ebenezer J. Chapln
February S, 1888.
Rev. Jonathan G. Porter
February —. 1883.
Rev.
John
Mary
Ireneus
St.
Cvr
February 21.
21. 1883.
1883.
CvrusShover
February
Nicholas Derdell
February 22. 1883.
Nathaniel A.Jones
March 29, 1883.
Benjamin Wright Raymond
April 5, 1883Elias D. Watson
.
Edward Kendall
May 2,16,1883.
Barnbard
Blasev Rogers
May
1883.
General Hart L. Stewart,
May 23. 1883.
Hon. Zebina Eastman
June 14, 1883.
Captain Charles Harding
July 15. 1888.
Hon. Thomas Hoyne
July 27. 1883.
Thomas Melvln
July 31. 1883.
William Lock
August 10, 1883.
Richard Kellogg Swift
September 28. 1883.
Hon.
Stephen
M.
Edgell
..
October
Joseph Kettlestrlngs
October 8,17.1883.
1883.
Horatio
N.
Heald
November
23, 1883.
1883.
William O. Hubbard
December 18.
Thomas McCabe
December 23, 1883.
Medore Benjamin
December 27.
26, 1883.
General
Andrew A.Beaublen
Humphreys
December
Lemuel Brown
December 30. 1888.
1883.
Dr. John Woodworth Eldrcdge
January 1, 1884.
William Osborn
Ii arv 2. 1884.
Joseph E. Kennlcott
January 14. 1884.
Hugh Maher
January 22, 1884.
Frederick Coffin
January 24. 1884.
Joseph
Dinet
February
Ellsha B. Lane
February 2,6. 1884.
1884.
Henry
Ostrum
March
Peter Groff
March 3.5, 1884.
1884.
Peter
Dominique
Melville
March
8. 1884.
Hon. Isaac
N. Arnold
April 24.
1884.
Michael Haffey
April 26, 1884.
Joseph
Sackett
Root
Aprll28.
1884.
Renben Tayler
May 7. 1884.
Andrew Ferguson
May 14. 1884.
General
James
Watson
Webb
lane 7.7. 1884.
1884.
Charles Fenno Hoffman
lune
General
Ward
It.
Burnett
June
24.
George M. Huntoon
August 6.1884.
1884.
Alexander
Wolcott
August 24.
11, 1884.
1884.
Eben F. Colby
August
Richard
Lappln
October
30,
James Clement Brown
October 80. 1884.
1884.
HenryM.G.Turner
R. Dearborn
November
2. 1884.
John
November 27.
1884.
Henry Fake
December 1. 1884.
H. A. Wheeler
December 22. 1884.
Sylvester
Marsh
December 31.
30. 1884.
1884.
William Price
December
John Noble
lanuary 13. 1885.
Louis Ellsworth
lannary 15, 1885.
Thomas Cook
February 1, 1885.
Joseph Wlllmln
February 8. 1885.
M. A. Powell
February 20, 1885.
Norman Clark
February 28, 1885.
J. W. Goodall
February 23, 1885.
HeberS. Rexrord ..
March 6. 1885.
Jesse H. Leavenworth
March 12. 1885.
Rev. Henrv Whitehead
April 10. 1885.
Charles McDonnell
April 16. 1885.
Captain
Henry
Stark
April5. 80.
1885.
William Rooney
May
1885.
Eugene Sullivan
May It). 1885.
Henry Dodson
May 15. 1885.
Dr.
.lamesMarkoe
Sterling Beach
May
1885.
Hartman
May —16. 1888.
Rufus Soules
May —, 1885.
David
Andrews
May
31.
1885.
Joseph Adams
lune 9. 1885.
Theodoras Doty
lune 11. 1885.
Charles
Walsh
July
12, 4,1885.
Abuer R. Scranton
August
1885.
John
Forsythe
September
George Chaeksfleld
October 10. 22.
18"1885.
Charles M. Gray
October 18, 18
Colonel Ezra Taylor
October 24. lg„.
George W. Noble
November 1, 18
Following are given some sketches of old residents
of this city :
Samuel Willis Grannis, a native of Marcellus, N. Y., and
the son of Samuel J. and Clarissa (Ford) Grannis, was born on
July II, 1812. His father was born in Connecticut, and was a
soldier of the War of 1812—in fact, was home upon a furlough,
when young Grannis was ushered into the world. Mr. Grannis was
a shoemaker bv trade, and when his son was about three years old,
removed to tiatavia, Genesee County, N. Y. It happened that Mor
gan, who claimed to have exposed the secrets of Freemasonry, had
his publishing office over Mr. Grannis's shoe-shop, and was well
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known by" him. After his (Morgan's) disappearance, it was believed
by many that he had been foully dealt with by reckless and irrespon
sible members of the Fraternity, but Mr. Grannis himself often told
the story to his son, that the publisher had been transferred to
Vancouver's Island, where he died a natural death. The Grannis
family moved from Hatavia to Alexandria, and thence to Attica and
Westfield, N. Y. There S. W. Grannis learned his trade as a
hatter, and, in 1835, married Miss Orrissa E. Goodwin, the daughter
of a physician and Methodist minister. In the fall of 1836, he
started with his young wife for the West, arriving at Chicago on
September 25. At that time the poor-house, a little one and a
half story wooden building, was situated on the southwest corner of
the court-house square. There happened to be no paupers " upon
the town," and as the matron of the institution was Mrs. Eccles, of
whom a Mrs. Connor rented part of the house, and who was a sister
of Mr. Grannis, the young couple took advantage of a kind invita
tion to put up at the poor-house on the eve of their first arrival in
Chicago. This was their introduction to their future home, and the
first and the last time that they were inmates of the poor-house.
Mr. Grannis found employment the next day with James A.
Smith, the hatter, then located on Dearborn Street, later at No. no
Lake Street, and remained with him eighteen years, being sub
sequently foreman of his manufactory, which included a large
business in the fur trade. Mr. Grannis's father had a shoe store for
many years in Jerry Trice's building on Lake Street, between Clark
and Wells. The first house built by Mr. Grannis was south of
Van Buren, on State. He afterward bought a lot of Tuthill King,
which is now a portion of the site of the Michigan Southern and
Kock Island railway depot. He also purchased property on Ran
dolph Street, near Dearborn, and on Third Avenue. In 1S55, he
traded the latter piece to A. Iiigelow for a grocery store, on the
southeast corner of Madison and Clark streets, which he ran only
about six months, when he received of William K. DeWolf, in
exchange for it, fifty-eight and a half acres which now includes the
main portion of South Turk. Mr. Grannis subsequently purchased
ten acres of timber land, and, within a few years, sold the whole tract
to Dr. William li. Egan for $100 an acre. His many real-estate
transactions for the past thirty years are too numerous to mention.
His purchase of the large tract on Fourteenth Street, between
Third and Fourth avenues, which he traded for a farm in Northfield, and upon which he resided for about eight years, was most
fortunate. While a resident of Northfield he held several local
offices of trust. After selling this farm, he went to Evanston to
reside, where he lived for ten years. A few years ago he returned
to Chicago, and now occupies a comfortable residence on West
Jackson Street. Mr. Grannis originally joined Union Lodge, No,
i), I.O.O.F., the first lodge established in Chicago, and afterward
Excelsior, No. 22, and is the only charter member now living of
that lodge. In religious conviction, Mr. Grannis is a Methodist,
being a member of the Western Avenue Church, and one of the
organizers of the State-street Methodist Church, which was after
ward known as the Wabash-avenue Church. He saw the old Clarkstreet church building, in early times, moved across the river on a
scow, and placed upon the present site of the Methodist Episcopal
Church Mock. Mr. Grannis's mother, Clarissa C. Ford, a native
of Connecticut, was born on March 2, 1790, and died on June 17,
1830. His father, Samuel Johnson Grannis, was born at New
Haven, Conn., on March 3, 1785. and died in Chicago on Decem
ber 14, 1864. Mr. Grannis's first wife died at Tark Ridge, on January
8, 1879, and he married his present one, Mrs. Maria T. Boynton,
in November, 1882. Two children are living : Rollin W., born
at Westfield, on May 23, 1836, and now a resident of Oakland,
Cal., and Mary E. Sweet, of Alden, Minn., born on June 15, 1841.
His son is an architect and builder, and has but recently returned
from Honolulu, where he constructed the mansion of King Kalakua
and established a large business in his profession.
James Lank, one of the oldest and most respectable citizens
of Chicago, and who has lived in this city for more than fifty years,
was born at Charleville, County Cork, Ireland, on February 15,
1803. His parents were Timothy and Elizabeth (Casey) Lane,
his father being a merchant and dyer of woolen goods. There
were no district schools in the neighborhood, and James attended
private educational institutions until he was about nineteen years
of age, when he went into business with his father. In the spring
of 1833, he started for America, arriving at Quebec on April 23 of
that year. Coming to Chicago on May 20, 1835, he at once en
tered the land office of Montgomery & Patterson, as a clerk. He
remained there one year, when he established a meat market, the
first one in Chicago, and situated at the old Dearborn-street bridge.
According to Mr. Lane's memory, which is remarkable, his first
customer was Capt. J. B. F. Russell, commander at Fort Dear
born. When Chicago became a city, in 1837, it was necessary to
have the charter properly distributed among its citizens; accord
ingly, Mr. Lane was selected as the man to do the work. As Chicago
did not then cover a great area the jobwasonlyof about one hour's

duration. Mr. Lane continued in the meat business for two years.
On September 21, 1S3S, he was married to Mary Higgins, who,
at the time, was Ebenezer Peck's housekeeper. His marriage oc
curred at St. Mary's Catholic Church, southwest corner of Lake
and State streets, the ceremony being performed by Father
O'Meara. Mr. Lane next went into the grocery business, and
afterward became proprietor of a boarding house, on the corner of
Dearborn and Illinois streets, which he managed until 1868. In
1847, he had been elected alderman of the Sixth Ward, continuing
thus to serve until March, 1841). In 1866, he had purchased prop
erty on the North Side, and when the land was laid out, a motion
was made in the City Council that it should be called " Lane
Place," in honor of one of the oldest aldermen then living in Chi
cago. 'The suggestion took at once, and the Council unanimously
carried the measure. Retiring from active business in 1868, Mr.
Lane has since lived quietly in his comfortable home, enjoying the
reputation for honesty which half a century has not been able to
mar. In the early days Mr. Lane was a member of the Hibernian
Benevolent Society and of the famous Montgomery Guards. He
was, in fact, one of the city's active men, and now, at over four
score years of age is as bright as most men of middle age. His
wife, who had shared his fortune, good and bad, for so many
years, died on March 31, 1S77, at their home on Lane Place. Mr.
Lane's oldest daughter, Catharine, is now the wife of Patrick Curtin, foreman of Elevators "A" and " B," of the Illinois Central
Railroad; Ellen is the wife of John J. Healy, clerk of the Appel
late Court; Anna, another daughter, is the widow of Colonel
Ezra Tavlor; Mary is the wife of Lewis llass; William W. Lane,
a son, is a railroad man; and Frank Ii Lane is chief clerk of the
Probate Court, under Thomas W. Sennott.
Wn.t.ARD F'ranklin Mvrick, one of the oldest of the
earlier settlers of Chicago, was born at Addison, Addison Co., Vt.,
on July II, iSoy, and is one of the eleven children of Zenas and
Eunice Myrick. His father came from England, with a brother,
in early times, and settled in Connecticut, afterward moving to
Vermont, and finally located at liridford, where he engaged in
farming until his death, and was one of the most substantial and
highly respected citizens of his county. When a boy, Willard
attended the district schools of the neighborhood during the winter
months, and in summer assisted his father in his work, until he
reached his majority. In 1830, he left home for London, Canada,
where he began mercantile life, by establishing a grocery and gen
eral store, which he conducted live years. At the expiration of
that time he sold out, and in the fall of 1836 came, overland, to
Chicago, travelling on horseback by the way of Detroit. After
looking over the prospect here, he concluded to go farther, and
went down on the Illinois River, not far from Juliet, where he
spent the winter ' In the spring of 1S37 he returned to Chicago,
and purchased a Government claim, comprising seventy-five acres,
on the lake shore south of the city, and bounded by Twenty-sixth
Street on the north, by Park Avenue on the west, and by Thirtyfirst Street on the south, for $500. At that time the nearest neigh
bor north of them was Henry B. Clark, who lived in a small frame
house on the site now occupied by St. Paul's Church, and the n arest on the south was Joel Ellis, who lived at the foot of Douglas
Place. Mr. M vrick improved and extended the dimensions of his
dwelling so as to be suitable for keeping hotel in a small way, and
during the following eighteen years made the Empire House a
most popular hostelry. By the accession of material washed up
by the Lake, his real estate was increased to the extent of fifteen
acres, which has since proved to be valuable property. In 1854,
he erected his present dwelling, at the corner of Vernon Avenue
and Thirty-first Street. Ill health has prevented Mr. Myrick from
taking an active part in business life outside of attending to his
property interests, yet he has always been a man of public spirit
and has exerted his influence and been liberal with his means in
promoting the best welfare of his community. Mr. Myrick was
married to Miss Jane A. Hill, daughter of David and Betsy
lirownell Hill, of Colchester, Vt.. on July 10, 1839. Their
daughter, Mary E., is the wife of D. W. Jackson, an attorney of
this city.
Edward C. Mi'RPHV, one of Chicago's early settlers, has
been a resident of the city for forty years, and of the United States
since 1837. He was born on August 12, 1815, at Leinster. County
of Carlow, Ireland, and when seventeen years of age was the first
of his family to sail for America, settling first in Erie County,
Penn., where for six years he was engaged on public works. He
then went to Canada, and after a two years' sojourn, came to Ra
cine, Wis., to purchase a farm, but on a visit to Chicago, in April,
1845, decided to locale here permanently. His first residence was
historic, being located near old Fort Dearborn. Here he remained
about two years, and the old float bridges and wooden water pipes
are still fresh memories of his pioneer experience. In 1847, Mr.
Murphy removed to the barren prairie, near the corner of Blue
Island Avenue and Halsted Street, the house he built soon after
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being his present residence. During these years he was variously
employed in farming at Brighton, in the teaming and also the
packing-house business, he having started the first establishment
of the latter class on Blue Island Avenue. After twenty years he
retired from business, a wealthy man. Mr. Murphy was married
in Pennsylvania, in 1841, to Miss Sarah A. Dempsey. He has
four children, —John Joseph, James, William and Frank. His
daughter, Mary Ann, lately deceased, was married twice, her first
husband being John J. Ryan, her second, Louis Stuart. Mr.
Murphy bears his years well, and, as an old resident and successful
business man, is highly esteemed and well known in the
community.
Andrew Nelson was born in Norway, on February 24,
1818, and came to Chicago on July 25, 1839. Before leaving his
native land he was married to Miss Inger Nelson; they had three
children, who, with their mother have deceased. When Mr. Nel
son first arrived in this city his occupation was that of a day
laborer. In the spring of 1840, he went to work for John
Wright, and remained with him until the following spring
when he worked for Matthew l.aflin, continuing with the lat
ter gentleman for about six years. Mr. Nelson states that he
is under many obligations to John Wright, Matthew Laflin
and Solomon A. Smith for the interest they always mani
fested in his welfare and the tangible methods they used to
express that interest. In 1848, Mr. Nelson was elected street
commissioner for the North Side, in the City of Chicago,
which office he held for two years. The same year he was
elected a trustee of the first Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chicago, and later he was elected treasurer of the
same church, which office he held until 1869. In 1866, he
was elected city assessor of the North Side, which office he
retained for four years. In 1869, he was appointed one of the
first Lincoln Park Commissioners, remaining as such until
after the great fire of 1871. In 1845, he purchased the
property on Superior Street, between Clark Street and Dear
born Avenue, where he has since continuously resided. In
1848, he and Iver I.awson bought twenty acres in Section 7.
Township 39, Range 37 East. In the meantime he gradually
increased his real-estate business and building operations up
to the time of the great fire, by which his losses, in com
parison with his means, were very heavy. Since the fire he
has been engaged in re-building and managing what property
he had left. Being one of the oldest Norwegian settlers in
Chicago, it is but natural that Mr. Nelson should occupy the
prominent position he does among his countrymen and all his
fellow-citizens. In 1849, he was married the second time, to
Miss Julia K. Williams; they have had seven children, three
of whom are still living.
Devotion C. Eddy was born in Rensselaer County,
N. Y., on December 23, 1812. He is a son of Tisdale and
Elizabeth (Button) Eddy, and was reared on the parents'
farm until he attained a sufficient age to enter Kinderhook
Academy, where he prepared to enter an advanced class in
Union College, and there he took the full literary course,
and graduated in the class of 1834. He then commenced the
study of law in the office of Marcus T. Reynolds, a promi
nent lawyer of Albany, and, in 1S37, Mr. Eddy was admitted
to the New York Bar. He at once commenced the practice
of his profession in the City of Troy, and continued there
with splendid success until 1841, when he decided there were
much greater opportunities for enriching his possessions in
the Far West. He closed up his affairs in Troy, and came to
Chicago in the fall of l84I,and from that time to the present
he has resided in this city and watched the development of
the marvelous metropolis. Mr. Eddy is one of the oldest settlers
of Chicago, having about completed his forty-fifth year of residence
here. Upon his arrival in Chicago he commenced the practice of
law, and later on engaged in the banking and brokerage business,
which proved quite successful. Mr. Eddy has been but little
identified with the civil or criminal practice of law in Chicago,
having devoted himself mainly to commercial law and handling of
collections for Eastern houses. A few years ago he withdrew from
active business life, and is now living a retired life. In politics Mr.
Eddy has not been eager for distinction, but, in 1870, he was
placed as a candidate on the democratic ticket for representation
from the 95th district. The outcome of the election proved him
popular with his party, but as it was a republican stronghold he
hardly hoped for success. In 1872, he was democratic candidate
for senator from the Fifth Senatorial District, but again, owing to
the above mentioned fact, the party suffered a defeat. Mr. Eddy
was married on July 27, 1843, at Schenectady, N. Y., to Miss Isa
bella Campbell, of that place. They are the parents of four daugh
ters : Mary, now the wife of Dr. H. R. Stout, of Jacksonville, Fla.;
Isabella, now Mrs. Frank C. Bishop, of Chicago; and the two other
daughters are Clementine and Marie Antoinette. During his long
residence in Chicago Mr. Eddy has lived quietly and unostenta
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tiously, and has ever held the respect of his friends and the esteem
of members of the Bench and Bar.
Samuel Beers, one of the earlier residents of Chicago, son of
Simon M. and Ann E. Beers, was born at Newton, Conn., on June
t3. !833. In 1847, his parents came West and located on the prai
rie south of the then small town of Chicago, in the vicinity of
Thirty-ninth Street, taking up four hundred and forty acres of land.
He assisted his father in farming and in the cattle business, mean
while proving himself a diligent and intelligent pupil in the public
schools, until he reached his eighteenth year. At that time his
father's death threw upon him the responsibility of caring for the
family, and he gave up his books for an active business life. He
continued the farming of a portion of the property and conducted
a profitable business in raising and feeding stock until 1862, when
the property was divided among the heirs. Phoebe H., George T.,
William, Cyrenius, and Simeon E. Mr. Beers disposed of a portion
of his tract and sub-divided another for city lots, from which opera

tions he was profitably remunerated. The greater portion, however,
he retained, with the opinion that the future of Chicago would bring
it within the range of city lots, and late years has fully verified the
soundness of his judgment. The packing-house district lies in a
portion of the old homestead, and presents quite a different aspect
from that when he first beheld it. Mr. Beers took an active part in
the public affairs of the city in the " fifties," and was elected com
missioner of highways in 1857, to which position he was several
times re-elected. In i860, he was elected school director, the
duties of which office he had the honor to fulfill satisfactorily fifteen
successive years, a sufficient comment upon his citizenship and the
esteem entertained for him by his friends. Mr. Beers was married
on March 9, 1857, to Miss Emily Gray, daughter of Elisha Gray,
of Monroe, Conn. They have five children,—Jennie, May, Emily
E., Lila E., and Rissa G.
Hon. William A. Hertino is the son of John and Agnes
(Schmitt) Herting, and was born in Bavaria, Germany, on April 17,
1846. His parents removed from there and settled in Chicago two
years later. During his boyhood Mr. Herting attended a parish
school, and, later, entered the University of St. Mary's of the Lake.
He studied there until the abandonment of the school by its original
founders, about 1862, and then went to Dyhrenfurth's Business

400

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

College for a short time, studying bookkeeping. He afterward be
came employed by J. B. Shay's Parcel Delivery Company, carrying
bundles about the city. After being so occupied for some time he
went back to the college and studied languages. After completing
this course he assisted in his father's grain and feed store, and so
continued until he became twenty years of age at which lime the
senior Hertinggave the business to his four sons, William A. being
the youngest. He continued in the business till the fire of 1871,
in which he lost twenty thousand and his father a quarter of a million
dollars. After the lire he took a position in 1 Ienry (jreenbaum's bank,
as cashier of the Hamburg-Bremen Fire Insurance Company. He
acted in that capacity for one year, and was then transferred to the
German Savings Hank, where he was employed as bookkeeper. He
remained there until a short time prior to the failure of the concern
in 1877, and then accepted a position as summons clerk in the
office of Sheriff Charles Kern. He did not remain there long,
however, until he was requested by the receiver of the defunct bank
to return and assist in winding up its affairs. In company with
James T. lloyne, Mr. Herting conducted that work until the last
statement was made and the receiver had finished his accounting, in
1883. Since that time Mr. Herting has withdrawn from active
business life and attends to his private property, among which is
the Herting Block, at the corner of Clark and Division streets. In
the fall of 1S72, Mr. Herting was elected by the republicans from
the 5th Assembly District to the XXVIIIth General Assembly, and
was one of the youngest member of that body, being at the time
only twenty-six years of age. He served on the committees on
finance, banks and banking, education and enrolled and engrossed
bills. The work of revising the laws of Illinois under the new
Constitution devolved upon the XXVIIIth Assembly, and Mr. Her
ting passed two busy winters at Springfield during the preparation
of the same. In 1873, when the famous Hesing movement began,
Mr. Herting joined hands with the democratic party, and has
affiliated with it since. His father, John Herting, whose death
occurred in 1SS1, was prominent in business and political circles,
having served as alderman several years, also as county commis
sioner. He was of the well known distilling firm of Lynch &
Herting. and at his death left quite an estate to his family. Wil
liam A. Herting was married, on August 23, 1870, to Julia II.,
daughter of Hon. Jacob Minges, an old resident and prominent
gentleman of Rochester, N. Y. Mr. and Mrs. Herting's only
child, Agnes, died at the age of two and one half years. Mr.
Herting is a member of the Bavarian Verein, a social and bene
ficiary organization.
Hokack H. Yates may well be classed among the earliest
settlers of Chicago, the date of his residence in this city extending
back to 1838. Mr. Yates was born on the west bank of Geneva
Lake, in the town of Burton, N. Y., on February 25, 1815, and is
the son of Thomas and Olive (Kawson) Yates. His boyhood days
were spent upon his father's farm and at the district schools, until
he arrived at the age of seven years, when, by the death of his
mother, the family was broken up, and he was sent to live with an
uncle at Walworth, New York. When he reached the age of ten
years he made a contract with his uncle to remain with him and
work upon the farm until he should arrive at his majority, for
which service he was to receive $150, his board and clothes, and
was to have the privilege of attending the common school during
the winter. This he did, and at the age of twenty-one received the
sum of money which he had so laboriously earned. Leaving Wal
worth, he journeyed westward to Buffalo, where he purchased two
tin hand-trunks, and filling them with a peddler's wares, began a
journey on foot to Niles, Mich., selling the contents of his trunks
to the fanners on the way. No event marked his journey until
he arrived at a point near his destination, when he met an old ped
dler and disposed of his entire stock, being nearly six dollars richer
than when he left Buffalo and having completed the entire journey
on loot. Arriving in Niles, Mich., he obtained employment with
a house-builder for a short time, and soon after went to St. Joseph,
Michigan, where he bought eighty acres of land, and, as the season
of harvest was approaching, readily obtained work among the fann
ers. Remaining through the harvest, he was taken sick, which
necessitated his return to his former home in Ne*' York. The fol
lowing spring he came to Chicago, arriving in this city early in
1838. He obtained employment with Thomas Church, a halfbrother, who, at that time, owned a grocery store at Nos. 11-13
Lake Street. After a year's service in the employ of his brother,
he opened a store on his own account on Clark Street, between
Lake and Randolph, where he remained six years, selling the first
goods of any description ever disposed of south of Lake Street,
from a permanently located store. In 1855, he moved to No. 133
Lake Street, enlarging his business so as to comprise crockery ware
and nails in addition to a full line of groceries, also dealing heavily
in salt. Three years later, he built a four-story brick store on the
corner of Canal and Randolph streets, which was the second brick
structure west of the river, and the first to be used for business

purposes. In 1850, he removed his stock to his new store, and
after continuing his business for two years at that place, his health
failed, and he was obliged to abandon active business entirely. He
partially regained his health by hunting and fishing, which are his
favorite pursuits, and, in 1853, was appointed assignee of Krimble
& Fuller, who failed during the year. For the next two years, Mr.
Yates was busy settling up the affairs of the firm, which he did in
an eminently satisfactory manner. Later on, he was given charge
of the winding up of the affairs of two business firms that had
been closed out by R. K. Swift, a banker, who held mortgages
against them. Hardly was that business finished, when he accept
ed a similar charge, and with the closing of that responsibility ended
the commercial business associations of Mr. Yates. He has since
that time been a prominent owner of fast horses, among them being
the famous trotting mare "Kate Hazard." During the last twenty
years he has dealt in real -estate to some extent, and owns landed
interests within the city limits. He was married on June 6, 1839,
to Miss Sabrina Robinson, of Waltsburg, Erie Co., Penn., who
died on March 31, 1852. leaving one daughter, now Mrs. S. Chaterdon, of Chicago. Mr. Yates was married the second time on
May 10, 1853, to Miss Eliza J. Selkregg. of Erie Co., Penn. They
have two children, Edward P. and Mrs. Linnie F. Higgins. of
Chicago. Mr. Yates has always attended the Old Settlers' meet
ings, having never missed one since their institution.
Mark B. Clancy, so well known in Chicago as a large prop
erty owner, as an old citizen, and for his long connection with the
Methodist F'piscopal Church, was born at Mitchellstown, County
Cork, Ireland, in 1822. When about eleven years of age he im
migrated to Buffalo, N. Y., to join two older brothers who had
preceded him a short time before. He at once set about to earn
his living, having only obtained a smattering of education in his
native country. He lived in Buffalo four years, and during that
period learned the printer's and painter's trades, besides attending
night school. Coming to Chicago in November, 1840, he first
found employment on the Gem of the Prairie. He also assisted
in the work of setting up Norris's City Directory for 1845-46.
His brush was busy, too, and he finally followed the painting
business, entirely, for a number of years. Mr. Clancy com
menced to deal in real-estate in 1845, when he took up a canal pre
emption claim on Michigan Avenue, near Jackson Street, building
a house upon it and living there. A few years thereafter he
bought a tract on the corner of Van Buren and Clark Greets for
$1,325, ''is purchase including a house and barn. This is the
same property which he sold to the Brooks' estate, a short time ago,
for $225,000. Mr. Clancy has also, during his residence in Chi
cago, purchased real-estate at corner of Adams and State streets
(one-half of block); corner of Tweniy-third Street and Calumet
Avenue: corner of Eighteenth and Old streets (being the 200 feet
upon which Mr. Pullman's house is located); southwest corner of
State and Adams streets, upon which a fine business block was
afterward erected; near Michigan Avenue and Twenty-sixth Street,
now the site of the Episcopal Church ; besides other tracts in the
South Division, many of which he has disposed of to good
advantage, and some of which he still retains. Mr. Clancy, although
well along in years, is energetically engaged in caring for his large
property and in guarding the interests of the First Methodist
Episcopal Church, of which, for over forty-three years, he has
been a member. He has nearly always been connected with it in
some official capacity, being at present the treasurer of its board
of trustees. In this capacity he has entire charge of its property,
which includes the valuable block on the southwest corner of
Clark and Washington streets. Mr. Clancy was married, in 1844,
to Mary L. Coburn, a native of New York State. They have five
children living, —William M., Merrill C, F>ank B., Sarah (Mrs.
George W. Shaw), and Lulu A. (Mrs. J. L. Chance).
Edward Simons (deceased) was born at Lebanon, Grafton Co.,
N. H., on January 30, 1811. His father's name was Cady Simons,
who was a native of Enfield, Conn., whence he removed to New
Hampshire about 1775. In 1818, he moved with his family into
Ashtabula County, Ohio, where Edward was educated after he was
seven years old. When sixteen, he entered a general store at Conneaut as a clerk, and there he remained for seven years, or until became
to Chicago, where he arrived on April 15, 1834. His first business
engagement here was in a meat market, in company with Sylvester
Marsh. It was known as the Boston Market, and besides selling
meat to the people of the town they furnished that staple to the
garrison and also to the Indians. His relations with Mr. Marsh
did not continue long, however, and upon their dissolution he
formed a co-partnership with Archibald Clvbourn in the same busi
ness, which lasted until the spring of 1838. The business depres
sion of 1837 to 1S40, reached Chicago, and Mr. Simons concluded
to open a farm in lieu of the provision business; he therefore took
tip a quarter-section of Government land, about five miles northwest
of the present court-house square, in the town of Jefferson, and
removed to it on June 7, 1838. That was a fortunate move for
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both himself and his heirs—it made them all rich. The next nine
years of his life was spent in quiet development of his farm property,
but at the end of that period the city began to look tip so brilliantly
that he rented his farm and went into business again, lie opened
with a general stock of goods at No. 40 West Randolph Street, and
moved into the city. For the next four years he prospered
financially, but the city was too much for the health of his family,
and he lost two of his children. After a couple of years he moved his
family back to his farm, and tried to run it with hired help; this
however not working well he finally sold out his store altogether,
and returned to the farm life himself, realizing Hen Franklin's
proverb that
" He that by the plow would thrive
Himself must either hold or drive."
From this time onward to the close of his life, on August 30, 1S70,
he lived quietly and unostentatiously on his farm. His hospitality
was celebrated, and his farmhouse was always open to friend or
stranger. It was situated just far enough for a pleasant drive from
the city, and his tables and his barns were always full of his friends
and their horses. In later years, especially when old memories
were becoming more anil more endeared to him, his home was the
happy and constant resort of the old settlers of Chicago, and the
memory of the good times they used to have at his hospitable board
will linger long with the survivors. He became acquainted with
Miss Laura IS. Sprague, who was teaching school, the first one
started in the then little hamlet of Joliet; she was the daughter of
llosea Sprague of Erie County, N. Y., who came West in the
spring of 1S35, settling first in DuPage County, but afterwarti
removing to Vernon in Lake County. On December 17, 1837,
they were married, and from the union there sprang seven children.
Of these, four are still living: Junius Simons, a practicing lawyer
of Washington, O. C; Almira, the wife of Frederick A. Winkelman ; Kdward, residing on that part of the old estate owned by him;
and Charlie B. Simons, in partnership with his brother-in-law, Mr.
Winkelman. The widow, Mrs. Simons, still resides at the old
homestead with abundant means at her command, the center of the
affections of her family and esteemed by a large circle of warm
friends. As an instance of the progress in real values in the
vicinity of Chicago, it may be mentioned that the farm land, which in
183S, cost Mr. Simons the entrance fees at the Government landoffice, was worth at his death not less than $2,000 an acre. The
whole is now piatted, and while it lies bordered by the city corpora
tion on three sides it saves a deal of trouble in taxation by remain
ing outside. The village station of Almira, on the branch of
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, is built on it, and a flourishing
community is springing up all over it. Mr. Simons at the time of
his death was a member of the Second Universalis! Church of this
city, and was an excellent, honest and a charitable man. Though
too far advanced in life to take active part in the War of the Rebel
lion, Mr. Simons contributed liberally of his means to further the
good cause and sent two of his sons to the front. Junius, whose
health prevented his entering the ranks, became a hospital nur>e,
but Edward, who was of a more robust constitution, enlisted in the
Chicago Mercantile Battery early in 1862, and served with credit
during the War.
CHARLIE B. Simons was born at Jefferson on March 7, 1854,
and received his education at the Jefferson schools, in Jefferson town
ship, where his father resided. He began his business career in
1875, when he entered the ranks of the followers of the " Art Pre
servative" and adhered steadfastly to his case for eight years. He
then left the printing business and entered the real-estate business.
Jacob Gross is one of the oldest settlers of Chicago, his
residence in this city dating back to 1S37. He was born, on the
Rhine, Germany, on July 11, 1809, and is the son of Jacob and
Catherine (Schlaver) Gross. According to the customs of his
native country, he was placed in the public schools at the age of
six years, and was a constant attendant until he arrived at the age
of thirteen. After leaving school, he worked with his father, who
was a farmer, for two years, when he apprenticed himself to learn
the weaver's trade, finishing his apprenticeship on the attainment
of his majority. At the age of twenty-one, he entered the Ger
man army, and for three years served as a private in the militia.
Obtaining a furlough of three years, he secured employment dur
ing that time as a coachman to a German nobleman. At the end
of that time he received an honorable discharge from the army,
and soon after came to America, arriving in New York City, in
1835. For two years he was employed in New York and its
suburban towns, and, in 1837, journeyed westward, reaching Chi
cago on July 3, of that year. After a diligent search in quest of
employment, he obtained work on the canal, then in course of con
struction, his pay being, as he himself expressed it, " $12 a month
and seven ' chickens' a day. ' Greenwood & Straie were the con
tractors; and after three years in their employ, he had saved enough
money to buy the team he had been driving, for $300, lacking $50
of the purchase price, for which he gave his note as security.
26

Among his acquaintances was Thomas Cook, the veteran drayman
of Chicago, who had been engaged in teaming from this city to
Galena and Peru. Mr. Cook invited Mr. Gross to join him in
carrying freight overland, to which suggestion Mr. Gross readily
assented, and for fifteen years thereafter was engaged in overland
freighting between Chicago and Galena. Meanwhile, in company
with his brother, he had bought eighty feet of ground on Madison
Street, near Canal, paying for the same $1,200, and, leasing sixty
feet of school property adjoining it, built thereon a livery stable,
which afterward was purchased by Haas & Powell. Subsequently
he erected, maintained and sold several other livery stables, retir
ing from active business in 1882. Mr. Gross was married, in
1841, to Miss Elizabeth Kiefer, of Chicago. They have five chi'dren —Michael, Katie, Elizabeth, Jacob and Matilda. He is a
member of Lessing Lodge, No. 557. A.F. & A.M., and has always
endeavored to live as instructed by the tenets of the Order. Dur
ing his declining years, his mind is replete w ith pleasing memories
of his early struggles upon the vast prairie, which is now the
great West .Division of the City of Chicago, and when that local
ity had not a habitation upon it.
Nathan S. Peck was born in Onondaga County, N. Y.. on
December 3, 1828. He came with his parents to Chicago in 1836,
and during the same year his father, Joseph W. Peck, bought a
farm near Lockport, III. He remained upon his father's farm
three years, and then moved with him to Riverside, III., and en
gaged with Solomon and A. li. Kellogg in the hotel business, and
there attended the common school. Two years later his father
came to Chicago permanently, and Nathan became a pupil at (he
Scammon School, afterward attending Knox College at Galesburg.
Returning to Chicago at the end of the collegiate year, he entered
the employ of his father, who was then proprietor of the Pavilion
Hotel, at No. 52S Lake Street, at which farmers were accustomed to
receive accommodations. He remained with his father until his
death, in 1863, when he went to Naperville. On his return to Chi
cago, about one year later, he opened a bakery on North Clark
Street, and later moved to Halsted Street. One year afterward he
built three ovens at Nos. 275, 275^ and 277 Randolph Street, the
linn being Peck & Co., a branch being established at the corner of
Madison and Morgan streets. He continued business successfully
until 1 871 , when he sold out, anil retired. He was married, on
April 6, 1853, to Miss Aurelia A. Forbes, a daughter of Stephen
V. Forbes, the first sheriff of Cook County. They have six childdren: Nina V.., wife of A. B. Wait; Arthur S., Joseph W., Kmma
F., Harry V.. and Nathan S., Jr. Mr. Peck is a member of Euclid
Lodge, No. 65, A.F. & A.M., of Naperville.
IROQUOIS CLUB.
A desire to form a substantial society in the form of
a social club that should be representative of progressive
democratic principles, induced a number of leading
democrats, nearly all of whom were prosperous business
men, and including a large proportion of young men, to ■
form what is now widely known as the Iroquois Club of
Chicago. The first step toward a definite organization
was taken at a meeting held in the Palmer House read
ing-room. Those present on this occasion were James
P. Grund, Robert H Patton, Thomas M. Hoyne, Dr.
L. C. Waters, Edward O. Brown, James T. Hoyne,
Edward Forman, Clinton C. Snowden, Walter Mattocks,
J. H. S. Quick, Frank G. Hoyne, Alexander Coignard,
S. S. Gregory and Emmett C. Fisher. These gentle
men, with others who speedily joined them, at once
formed an association under the title of the Chicago
Democratic Club. At the meeting above mentioned
Thomas M. Hoyne presided, and Robert H. Patton was
secretary. A committee of five was appointed to pre
pare a constitution and by-laws, consisting of John H.
S. Quick, James P. Grund, Dr. L. C. Waters, Robert H.
Patton and Edward O. Brown ; and a committee of
three was named on permanent organization,—C. C.
Snowden, James P. Grund and Edward O. Brown.
Those present signed the roll as members, and adjourned
to July 27, 1880. On that date the committees pre
viously appointed reported, and the following were de
clared the officers for the first year :
President—Perry H. Smith, Jr.
Vice-Presidents—First Congressional District, Thomas M,
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Hoyne, Edward O. Brown, J. H. S. Quick : Second Congressional
District, George M. Rogers, S. P. McConnell, S. G. Swisher ;
Third Congressional District, Cyrus H. McCormick, John V. J-eMoyne, -S. S Gregory.
Recording Secretary— Robert H. Patton.
Corresponding Secretary— Dr. L. C. Waters.
Treasurer—Frank G. lloyne.
At the third meeting, held on August 3 following, a
committee to actively direct the work of the club in the
coming presidential campaign was named, consisting of
Henry M. Shepard, chairman, Emmett C. Fisher, George
Mills Rogers and Louis Palmer.
One of the immediate objects of formation having
been for service during the Hancock campaign, the
club took an active and untiring part all through the
contest, both individually and by its concerted action.
Two mass-meetings were held under its auspices, of
which it defrayed all expenses. As a culmination of its
demonstrations, a grand parade took place on the night
preceding the election, in which the club occupied the
post of honor as a mounted body.
On December 14, t88o, further steps were taken
towards solidifying the organization. At this meeting
the following preamble and principles were adopted :
" The undersigned, believing that it is the duty of every good
citizen to take not only a deep interest, but also an active part, in
the political affairs of the country; and believing, further, that the
welfare of the country and the continual prosperity of its institu
tions require for their preservation that the policy and character of
the Government shall be determined and guided by the principles
of the Democratic party ; and in order to add to the organized
strength of the Democratic party in Chicago, have formed ourselves
into a club known as the Chicago Democratic Club.
" Principles.
" First. The largest liberty of the individual consistent with
public order.
" Second. Local self-government.
" Third Opposition to centralization.
" Fourth The separate independence of the legislative, ex
ecutive and judicial departments.
" F'ifth. Recognition of the Supreme Court of the United
States as the proper tribunal for the final decision of all constitu
tional questions.
" Sixth. An indivisible union of indestructible States.
" Seventh. Strict maintenance of the public faith.
" Eighth. Public office a public trust, admission to which
should depend on proved fitness.
" Ninth. Tariff for revenue only at the earliest practicable
period consistent with a due regard for existing interests and the
financial needs of the Government; and, immediately, such a re
vision of the present system as shall fairly and equally distribute
its burdens."
One or two meetings for further discussion of an
enlargement of the club's social functions were held,
till, on July 15, 1881, a committee of four, consisting of
F G. Hoyne, H. W. Goodman, S. G. Swisher and Law
rence M. Ennis, was appointed to look up permanent
quarters. All business meetings had up to this time
been held in the reading-room of the Palmer House.
At an ensuing meeting, on September 6, fifty-seven
new members were reported, and the committee ap
pointed in July recommended the third floor of Haverly's Theater, on Monroe Street, for the club-rooms.
The association, at its next meeting, on October 4,
after a lively discussion changed the name to the
Iroquois Club. Officers were then elected as follows:
President— Erskine M. Phelps.
Vice-Presidents—First Congressional District, J. H. S. Quick,
T. M. lloyne, Dr. Robert Hunter; Second Congressional District,
Carter If. Harrison, S. G. Swisher, C. 1.. Bonney; Third Congres
sional District, E. J. Stokes, V. C. Turner, Malcolm Caruthers.
Recording Secretary—E. C. Fisher.
Corresponding Secretary—F. G. Hoyne.
Treasurer—J. H. McAvoy.
On the following eighth of December, the club took

formal possession of its first club rooms, the third floor
over the present Columbia Theatre, which was divided
into an office, reception, reading and dining rooms.
Speeches were made by Hon. S. Corning Judd, E. M.
Phelps, Hon. Thomas Hoyne and others.
On March 15, 1882, after a very successful winter
as an organized social and political club, a banquet was
given in honor of the birthday of Andrew Jackson, at
the Palmer House. Covers were laid for about four hun
dred on this occasion, and toasts were responded to in
person by Thomas A. Hendricks, William F. Vilas, I .. Q.
C. Lamar, W. C. P. Breckenridge. Lyman Trumbull,
Frank H. Hurd, James R. Doolittle, Henry Watterson,
William J. Allen, Richard T. Merrick, John C. Black and
Carter H. Harrison, nearly all statesmen of national repu
tation. The second and third annual banquets of the
club, of April 13, 1883, and April 15, 1884,—the formet
commemorative of Thomas Jefferson, the founder of
Democracy, — brought altogether a like distinguished
assemblage, making it the just boast of the Iroquois
Club that the first men of the land have partaken of
its hospitalities.
■ With the growth of the club and the gradual gain to
its ranks of the best representative element of the party
in Chicago, came an added desire for activity, albeit on
somewhat more conservative lines. Early in 1883, a
resolution was passed restricting the action of the club as
an organization in local politics. At a regular meeting on
December 5, preceding, a committee was appointed to
prepare a memorial to Congress on behalf of the club,
on the subject of the acceptance the Illinois and Michi
gan Canal, and the completion of the Hennepin Canal
by the General Government. The committee, consist
ing of Lyman Trumbull, Carter H. Harrison, M. W.
Fuller, S. Coining Judd, W. C. Goudy and Henry
Waller, Jr., duly prepared a memorial, a copy of which
was sent to every delegate to Congress.
The labors of the club in the last presidential
campaign began early in 1883. At a meeting held on
April 3, a committee was appointed to take measures to
secure the meeting of the National Democratic Conven
tion in Chicago. This committee, composed of Erskine

M. Phelps. S. Corning Judd, Frank G. Hoyne, M. W.
Fuller and Hon. Thomas Hoyne, visited the East early
in the summer, and consulted with leading members of
the party and the National Committee. As a result of
their labors, Chicago was promised second choice by
Eastern Democrats as the place of meeting, in case of
first choice failing at Saratoga. The committee then
addressed itself to Western and Southern members of
the party, and as the result of its untiring efforts,
Chicago was finally selected.
At a regular meeting held on March 4, 1884, the
club emphasized its views on the tariff question by the
passage of the following unanimous resolution :
"Resolved, That the members of the Iroquois Club desire to
record their high appreciation of the courageous, patriotic, and
intelligent services to the cause of revenue reform, rendered at the
present session of Congress by the Hon. William R. Morrison, of
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Illinois; and they wish further to express their conviction that the precinct of the Eighteenth Ward in this city, and others im
measures proposed by him for the relief of a people oppressed by plicated therein, and also exert every legitimate means to bring
the burden of a partial and unjust scheme of taxation are well cal
those who are guilty to justice, irrespective of their party affilia
culated towards that end. and that the interests of all classes de tions and of all political considerations whatever ; and that this
mand their speedy adoption by both Houses of Congress."
organization pledges its cordial and hearty support to these officers
On September 9, 1884, a committee of ten was in all their efforts in that direction."
appointed to arrange for all meetings and work during
The club at present numbers an active membership
the campaign. This committee consisted of E. M. of three hundred and seventy-five representative ChicaPhelps, F. G. Hoyne, R.
J. Smith, John H. Pren
tice, James T. Hoyne,
Thomas E. Courtney,
Charles Kern, J. E. Cal
lahan, Asa Dow and S. S.
Gregory, and continued
in session till after the
November election. An
advisory committee, to
act with the chairman of
the State Central Com
mittee, was also appoint
ed, consisting of Julius
S. Grinnell, Martin J.
Russell, C. P. Kimball
and Henry Waller, Jr.
A fund, amounting to
$10,000, was collected
and disbursed by the
club during the campaign.
Lexington and DeKalb,
Illinois, were visited in a
body, the members of the
Iroquois forming an im
portant force in large
demonstrations at both
places. Two general massmeetings' were held in
Chicago during the cam
paign, and a Bayard and
a Watterson meeting, on
the occasion of the visits
of those distinguished
standard - bearers of the
party, all under the man
agement of the executive
committee of the Iro
quois Club. On the night
of Novembers, following
the election, the club ap
propriately celebrated the
victory, in which it had
borne its full part, and,
on March 4, participated
in the inauguration cere
monies at Washington.
VIEW OF IKOgUOlS CI. UK HOUSE.
Among minor items, the
club defrayed the full ex
penses of the chairman and secretary of the State Cen
goans. Its growing membership is but sparsely accom
tral Committee in Chicago during this campaign.
modated in the Columbia Theatre building, of which it
After the discovery of frauds on the ballot during occupies the entire structure above the ground floor.
the election, the club took characteristic action by the
In the meeting-room stands the desk over which the
appointment, on December 2, 1884, of a committee to nominations for President and Vice-President of the
investigate and to aid in the prosecution, consisting of United States were made at the last National Democratic
Edmund Jussen, chairman, I. N. Stiles, Y. H. Winston, Convention. The reading-room contains an early por
J. K. Boyesen, T. M. Hoyne, R. J. Smith and Malcolm trait of General Andrew Jackson, purchased by the
Caruthers. It also passed unanimously the following club from his nephew, George M. Jackson, of Tuscumresolution :
bia, Ala. There is also a fine two-third length portrait
in oil of E. M. Phelps, the president of the club, by
"Resolved, That the members of this club demand that the Phillips of Chicago; also a portrait in oil of Hon.
local prosecuting officers, both Slate and Federal, share in the Thomas Hoyne, one of the original and early advocates
effort to ascertain the truth as to the dishonest and fraudulent con
duct charged against the officers of the late election in the seeoud of the club. An early portrait of DeWitt Clinton is
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also among the club's possessions, and chief among its
treasured relics is an autograph letter of Thomas Jeffer
son to Edmund Pendleton of Virginia, dated at Phila
delphia, March 24, 1783, announcing the receipt on that
day of the first settlement of the peace preliminaries at
Versailles, which resulted in the formal declaration .of
the United States as a free nation. This valuable auto
graph letter was presented by William H. Hurlbut, of
New York City.
The officers of the Iroquois Club, omitting those
already given, have been—
1881—President, Thomas M. Hoyne; Vice- Presidents—First
Congressional District, J. II. S. Quick, Robert II. l'atton, II. W.
Goodman; Second Congressional District, George M. Rogers,
Stephen G. Swisher, Henry Waller, Jr.; Third Congressional Dis
trict, S. S. Gregory, W. M, LeMoyne, Edward J. Stokes; Record
ing Secretary, Emmett C. Fisher ; Treasurer, Frank (1. Hoyne ;
Corresponding Secretary, Dr. L. C. Waters.
1883—President, E. M. Phelps; Vice-Presidents—South Di
vision, J. II. S. Quick, T. M. Hoyne, Edward Forman ; West
Division, Carter H. Harrison, S. G. Swisher, (luorge M. Rogers ;
North Division, E. J. Stokes, S. Corning Judd, Malcolm Caruthers;
Recording Secretary, B. E. Bremner ; Corresponding Secretary,
Frank G. Hoyne; Treasurer, John II. McAvoy.
1S84—President, E, M. Phelps; Vice-Presidents— South Di
vision, Edward Forman, John li. Knight. T. M. Hoyne ; North
Division, S. Corning Judd, S. S. Gregory, C. S. Warren ; West
Division, Carter H. Harrison, H. E. Bremner, James S. White ;
Recording Secretary, Walter Mattocks ; Corresponding Secretary,
Frank G. Iloyne; Treasurer, J. II. McAvoy.
/88j— President, Erskine M. Phelps; Vice-Presidents—South
Division, John II. McAvoy, George Hohner, Charles Kern ; West
Division, Carter II. Harrison, R. J. Smith, Charles E. Rollins ;
North Division, S. Corning Judd, B. M. Saunders, M. M. Boddie ;
Recording Secretary, Benjamin E. Bremner ; Corresponding Sec
retary, Frank G. Hoyne ; Treasurer, Edward F'orman.
1886— President, Stephen S. Gregory; Vice-Presidents—South
Division, B. I.owenthal, Paul Morton, Samuel D. Farling ; West
Division, R. J. Smith, George P. Holmes, Thomas E. Courtney;
North- Division, Potter Palmer, W. G. McCormiek, A. P. Gilmore;
Recording Secretary, A. T. Ewing ; Corresponding Secretary,
Edward Forman ; Treasurer, D. T. S. Hoyne.
Erskine M. Phelps, ex-president of the Iroquois Club, was
born at Stonington, Conn., on March 31, 1839. "'s father, Charles
H. Phelps, was a member of the largest dry-goods firm in the city
of New Orleans from 1815 to 1835, the firm being Phelps & Babcock. He was making a trip on the steamer " Lexington,' on
Long Island Sound in the latter part of 1839, and the ship went
down, Mr. Phelps being among those that were lost. The maiden
name of the mother of Erskine M. Phelps was Ann R. Hammond,
whose father was one of the oldest and best known merchants of
Newport, R. I., having carried on business there for over sixty-five
years The son, Erskine, was educated at Williston Seminary,
East Hampton, Mass. After completing his studies he went into
the banking house of Allen, Copp & Nesdith of St. Louis. He
remained there some tine, but on account of failing health returned
East, and located in Boston, where he cotinued two years. In
1864, he came to Chicago, and with G. ¥.. P. Dodge established
the now well-known house of Phelps, Dodge & Palmer. Mr.
Phelps was married in 1865, to Miss A. E. Wilder, of Lancaster,
Mass. During his twenty-two years' residence in Chicago Mr.
Phelps has been a conspicuous figure in the mercantile history of
the city, and has ever shown a hearty interest in all matters per
taining to the development and growth of western trade. In social
matters he has also been prominently identified, having for a long
time been a member of the Calumet and Chicago Clubs, of the
Washington Park Club since its organization, and of the Manhat
tan Club of New York. F'or many years he has been a trustee of
Hahnemann Hospital, and a large contributor to the support of
that institution. When the Iroquois Club was organized, Mr.
Phelps was honored by an election to the presidency of that organ
ization, and so highly esteemed is he by the club members that he
was continued in office until 1886, and upon his retirement was
presented with a series of resolutions, by the club, expressive of
their regret at the loss of his valuable services as president.
Gkorck Bouner, senior of the firm of George Bohner & Co.,
was born at Buffalo, N. Y., on November 20, 1 S45 . He was
brought up there, and received a first-class academical education.
At the age of seventeen he entered the wholesale glassware and
crockery house of W. H. Glenny & Co., of Buffalo, but only
remained with them one year, coming to Chicago at the end of that
time, in 1863. On arriving in this city he took a position with N.

F. Merrill, wholesale dealer in lamps and glassware. That line of
trade was then in its infancy as compared with its proportions
to-day, and the house of N. F. Merrill the pioneer of the West. The
demands of the times required improvements in lamp-ware, and,
during his leisure hours, Mr. Bohner exerted himself toward the
perfection of something new and novel in that line. In 1 87 1 , he
perfected his invention and placed upon sale Bonner's 1'atent Li
brary Lamp, the first of the kind ever offered, and from which
originated the great variety of library lamps now so largely in use.
He afterward invented the double extension library lamp, the
patent revolving reflector bracket and extension polished brass
chandeliers. In all, Mr. Bohner has taken out eighteen or twenty
patents for various devices in lamp-ware originated by him. From
an employe in the pioneer lamp house of Chicago he has risen to
a proprietorship of the same, and the success which has followed
his efforts has been well earned Mr. Bohner is a widower, having
one son, George Hunt Bohner. Since the organization of the
Iroquois Club he has been a member thereof, and is now one of
the vice-presidents representing the South Division of the city, and
is also chairman of the house committee. He has not been active
in political matters, but takes a hearty interest in democratic insti
tutions. He is also a number of the Douglas and Washington
Park clubs.
Benjamin E. Bremner, ex-recording secretary of the Iroquois
Club, has been one of the most enthusiastic members of that
organization and, up to a recent date, has been closely identified with
the workings of the club. He was born in Bergen County, N. J.,
on August 18, 1854, and was reared to manhood in his native
State. He was educated at private schools, and also took a two
years' course of study in the New York University. He then re
moved to Chicago, in 1878, since which time he has been almost
wholly identified with the house of Rathbone, Sard & Co. Since
May I, 1879. he has been cashier of the firm, and his reputation for
integrity and general worth has been with his employers on a par with
tlie popularity he has ever held among the members of the Iroquois
Club. In the organization of the latter institution he took an
active part, and, in 1S82, he was elected to the office of recording
secretary; in 1883, was made vice-president, representing the West
Division, and, in 1884, he was tendered and again occupied the
position of recording secretary, the duties of which he performed
to the highest satisfaction of both officers and members. At the
election of January, 1886. he was tendered and urged to retain his
official position, but was obliged to decline owing to the work in
cumbent upon him in his commercial life.
Edward Forman, corresponding secretary of the Iroquois
Club, was born in Tioga County, New York, on February 10, 1840.
I le was there reared and educated, attaining his elementary studies
at the common schools and afterward preparing for entrance into a
collegiate institution. His health failed him and he was obliged to
forego the completion of his higher education, and instead decided
to come West. He located in Chicago in 1863, and took a position
in the house of N. Matson & Co., the well-known wholesale jewelry
firm. He is now entering upon his twenty-third year of service in
that house, and since the incorporation of the firm has been one of
its stockholders. When the Iroquois Club was being formed, Mr.
Forman took great interest in the matter, and was actively identi
fied with the organization of the club. He was elected one of the
first vice-presidents, representing the South Division of the city, and
was twice re-elected to the position, serving in all three years. In
January, 1884, he was made treasurer, and a year later was nomi
nated to the- office of corresponding secretary, to which he was
elected by a large majority. Always a staunch democrat, he has
taken great interest in National politics and has been an earnest
worker in the ranks of the party, although never an aspirant to
official honors in the Government service. Mr. Forman was mar
ried on June 15, 1871, to Miss Carrie Clarke, daughter of Henry
B. Clarke, one of the early settlers of Chicago.
COMMERCIAL CLUU.
The first meeting for the organization of the Com
mercial Club was held at the Chicago Club-house,
on the evening of December 27, 1877. At this meet
ing there were present J. \V. Doane, L. Z. Leiter, J.
H. Walker, A. A. Sprague, H. J. Macfarland, William
T. Baker, Anson Stager, N. K. Fairbank, W. A. Ful
ler, George C. Clarke, Edson Keith, Murry Nelson
and John J. Jones. These were enrolled as members
of a club to be called the Commercial Club of Chi
cago, and in addition Marshall Field, C. M. Hender
son, C. P. Kellogg, John Crerar, John M. Clarke,
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John B. Drake, and George M. Pullman were elected
members. A second meeting was held on January 19,
following, at which these officers were chosen : Presi
dent, L. Z. Leiter ; Vice-President, J. W. Doane ; Treas
urer, Murry Nelson ; Secretary, George C. Clarke. Ap
plication was made to the Secretary of State for a
charter, the objects of the incorporation being the dis
cussion, at stated meetings, of questions of local polity
and economy from a strictly non-partisan point of view.
The last Saturday of each month from October to June
was chosen as the time of meeting. On these occa
sions, after partaking of dinner, the members proceed
to the open discussion of the topic chosen for the even
ing, due notice of which has been previously sent to
each member by the secretary.
The membership at the beginning was selected from
among the leading business men of Chicago. The club
has followed in its constitution and aims the plan of the
Commercial Club of Boston, of which it is in some meas
ure the offspring. Two years after its organization it
gave a dinner to General Grant, as retiring president,
on which occasion two hundred and twenty-eight dis
tinguished guests from Boston, New York, Philadel
phia and St. Louis enjoyed its hospitalities. In like
manner, President Garfield and Lieutenant-General
Sheridan have been received by the club. It has been
the custom of the club, since its organization, to invite
any distinguished person present in the city at the time
of its monthly dinner, to a seat at its board Among
other practical benelits which have followed its discus
sions, may be mentioned the establishment of the Man
ual Training School for mechanics and artisans, on
Michigan Boulevard, which was built and equipped en
tirely from the subscription of §100,000 contributed by
the members of the Commercial Club, and has since
been governed by an executive committee selected from
its roll.
The club, as a body, has made four notable trips
since its organization. The first of these occurred in
June, 1878, when on invitation of the distinguished club
of Boston bearing the same name, and the father of all
like organizations in the country, they became its guests
for four days. The visit was repeated in June of the
present year, the sister clubs of St. Louis and Cincin
nati joining in the excursion The Chicago club was
distinguished through an address by its able president,
Franklin MacVeagh, on the higher aims of mercantilism,
which has since been widely copied, and become in some
sort the accepted exposition of the doctrines of the lead
ers of trade throughout the country. The club has also
been entertained at St. Louis and Cincinnati by the
Commercial Clubs of those cities, whom it has in turn
received here.
The monthly meetings have been held from the
first at one of the four leading hotels, in alternation.
The membership of the club numbers sixty, and is
fixed at that limit. No active part is taken in a-.iy
public movement, the policy of the club being of an
eminently conservative stamp, and its aim to be a benefi
cial factor through indirect but not less potent influences.
The officers of the club, in addition to those already
given, have been —
i$7q— President, J. W. Doane ; Vice-President, Anson Stager;
Secretary, George C. Clarke ; Treasurer, Murry Nelson.
1880—President, J. W. Doane ; Vice-President, N. K. Fairbank ; Secretary, George C. Clarke ; Treasurer, Murry Nelson.
1881— President, (). \V. Potter ; Vice-President, A. A. Sprague;
Secretary, George C. Clarke; Treasurer, Murry Nelson.
1882— President, A. A. Sprague ; Vice-President, Murry Nel
son ; Secretary, George C. Clarke ; Treasurer, Murry Nelson.
r88j— President, A. A. Carpenter; Vice-President, Marvin
Hughitt ; Secretary, George C. Clarke ; Treasurer, \V. T. Baker.
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1884—President, John M. Clarke ; Vice-President, George M.
Pullman ; Secretary, George C. Clarke ; Treasurer, A. F. Seeberger.
rSSj —President, Franklin MacVeagh ; Vice-President, George
M. Pullman ; Secretary, George C. Clarke ; Treasurer, John 1!.
Drake ; Executive Committee, John DeKoven, Lyman J. Gage,
Thomas Murdoch.
ILLINOIS CLUB.
The Illinois Club was chartered April 26, 1878.
The charter membership numbered about fifty promi
nent residents of the West Side, nearly all of whom
were business men. The first officers of the club were
— President, John G. Rogers ; Vice-President, S. H.
McCrea; Secretary, O. P. Dickinson; Treasurer, S. W.
Rawson, The first board of trustees consisted of A.
Courtney Campbell, H. Z. Culver, O. P. Dickinson,
Wiley M. Egan, George Gardner, Frederick S. James,
S. P. McConnell, S. H. McCrea, S. W. Rawson, John
G. Rogers, A. A. Sprague, R. L. Tatham and P. B.
Weare. The objects of the club were stated in its
charter to be " the cultivation and promotion of litera
ture and the fine arts, and of social intercourse." In
connection with the second feature, the Illinois Art
Association was formed a few years later from the
members of the Illinois Club, and there is now in the
gallery of the club-house a collection of notable paint
ings, the results of its labors.
The first home of the club was the residence on
Washington Street, near the corner of Elizabeth Street,
where they remained two years. Thence a removal was
made to the building on the southwest corner of Ash
land Avenue and Madison Street. In the spring of
1881, the club purchased of J. Russell Jones the fine
residence on Ashland Avenue, between Adams and
Monroe streets. The building is a handsome structure
of brick, with stone front, three stories in height and
was greatly enlarged two years since by the addition of
a wing containing the present art-hall, library, assem
bly-room, billiard-room, bowling-alley, etc.
The present membership is about three hundred and
fifty. Many clergymen are among the honorary mem
bers of this club, and the list includes Bishop Samuel
Fallows, Rev. A. K. Parker, Rev. James Blake and Rev.
Luther Pardee.
The officers of the club have been:
iSyg—President, John G. Rogers; Vice-President, S. H.
McCrea; Treasurer, S. \V. Rawson; Secretary, O. P. Dickinson.
1880— President, S. H. McCrea; Vice-President, A. A. Sprague;
Treasurer, J. F. Lawrence; Secretary, O. P. Dickinson.
1881—President, Richard T. Crane; Vice-President, S. N.
Wilcox; Treasurer, S. \V. Rawson; Secretary, O. P. Dickinson.
18S2— President, John G. Rogers; Vice-President, R. J. Smith;
Treasurer, W. A. Hammond; Secretary, Marvin A. Farr.
/88j— President, J. Ilarley Bradley; Vice-President, Simeon
H. Crane; Treasurer, W. A. Hammond; Secretary, Fred K.
Morrill.
/88j—President, J. Harlev Bradley; Vice-President, Simeon
H. Crane; Treasurer, William A. Hammond; Secretary, Fred K.
Morrill.
188s— President, Simeon H. Crane; Vice-President, Alson K.
Clark; Treasurer, William A. Hammond; Secretary, W. E.
McQuiston.
Jefferson L. Filton, of the well-known firm of J. L. Fulton
& Co., was born at Zanesville, Ohio, on \pril 1, 1840. At the age
of twelve he removed to Cincinnati, and there finished his educa
tion in the common schools. His first venture in business life was
at an early day, when he engaged in the hat and cap trade at Cov
ington, Kv. He was so identified for some time, and when his
attention was drawn to a new system of street-paving, he sold out
and, in 1S65, engaged in that vocation, with which he has since
been identified. He opened business in Cincinnati and continued
successfully up to 1S60, when he decided to go to Europe and inves
tigate the system of asphalt paving. He remained at Paris about

406

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

one year making observations of the matter, and while there had a
volume in reference to the manufacture of asphalt translated from
the French into the English language. On his return to America
he removed his business to Chicago, and, in the spring of 1870,
laid the first asphalt pavement ever put down in Chicago, at the
intersection of Monroe and Clark streets. It proved a success, and
the business has consequently increased largely from year to year.
The firm of which he is a member is engaged in the manufacture
of asphalt and Portland cement paving, and has its headquarters at
No. 175 LaSalle Street. The business was originally established

THE UNION LEAGUE CLUB.
The Union League Club of Chicago was organized
late in the fall of 1879. The first call for a meeting,
in October, 1879, bears the signatures of Lewis L.
Coburn, Luther Laflin Mills, William Aklrich, William
Penn Nixon, S. J. Hanna, Samuei J. Medill, Hiram
Barker, Jr., Philip A. Hoyne, Consider H. Willett, C. S.

Permission of Inland Architect and Builder.
UNION LEAGUE CUT, HOUSE.
in 1865, in Cincinnati, Ohio, and, in 1870, was removed to this city,
and since coming here the management has won a high reputation
for the excellence of all work performed by them. They make a
specialty of asphalt paving and also largely handle Portland cement
in connection therewith. The first work performed by the firm in
Chicago was at the intersection of Clark and Monroe streets, in
1870; and since they have laid pavement all over Chicago, as well
as surrounding cities in this and other States. Among the finest
specimens of their work is the asphalt roadway and Portland cement
sidewalk at Rosalie Villa, and their work on the Farwell buildings,
Marshall Field's buildings, Sibley's warehouses, C. H. McCormick's
estate, Adams & Westlake's new buildings, and many others attest
the superiority of their work. The firm is among the largest in the
West, and they have, during the past sixteen years in which they
have operated in this city, laid many miles of roadway and pavement.
Mr. Fulton is a member of the Builders' and Traders' Exchange,
and of the Union League and Illinois Clubs. He became a mem
ber of the Masonic fraternity at Covington, Ky., in 1S64, and is
now a member of Chicago Commandery, No. 19, K.T. He was
married on May 3, 1S70, to Miss Eugenie Koulds, of Cincinnati,
Ohio. They have two children,— Lester and Gertrude. Mr. Ful
ton is a genial, courteous gentleman, and is highly esteemed in
commercial circles for his honorable business methods and strict
integrity.

Squiers, C. H. Salisbury, E. R. Bliss, E. G. Keith, and
Ira VV. Buell. On I )ecember 5, following, these gentle
men met in the club-room of the Sherman House, and
drew up a petition for a charter, which, with a copy
of the proposed by-laws, was forwarded to the Secre
tary of State at Springfield.
On January 20, 1880, a meeting was again held at
the Sherman House, to take permanent action under
the charter, which had been received, dated December
19, 1879. '['his document authorized the incorporation
of the Chicago Club of the Union League of America,
which was the name first adopted.
The articles of association stated the objects of the
organization to be the following:
" The condition of membership shall be absolute and unquali
fied loyalty to the Government of the United States.
"The primary objects of this association shall be*:
" 1st. To encourage and promote, by moral, social and
political influence, unconditioned loyalty to the Federal Govern
ment, and to defend and protect the integrity and perpetuitv of this
Nation.
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"2d. To inculcate a higher appreciation of the value and
sacred obligations of American citizenship; to maintain the civil
and political equality of all citizens in every section of our common
country; and to aid in the enforcement of all laws enacted to pre
serve the purity of the ballot-box.
"3d. To resist and expose corruption and promote economy
in office, and to secure honesty and efficiency in the administration
of National, State and Municipal affairs."
The officers and board of directors for the first
year, appointed by the Secretary of State, were as fol
lows :
Lewis L. Coburn, president ; Wiliam H. Bradley, first vicepresident ; Edward A. Small, second vice-president ; Abraham W.
Kingsland, third vice-president ; Robert S. Critchell. fourth vicepresident ; William Penn Nixon, treasurer ; E. Raymond Bliss,
secretary ; O. H. Salisbury, assistant secretary. Directors—James
B. Bradwell, Philip A. Hoyne, Elbridge G. Keith, John Wentworth, William Penn Nixon, John H. Kedzie, and Ira W. Buell.
In May, 1880, the club removed to quarters on the
main floor of the Honore Building; and in March,
1881, by an appropriate banquet, celebrated the inau
guration of that new feature. The table of the club has
since become celebrated through the important occa
sions on which it has dispensed its hospitality, and its
receptions have been notable for their elegance.
On January 10, 1882, it was resolved to change the
corporate name to the Union League Club of Chicago,
the new title being approved by the Secretary of State
on January 17, 1882.
On October 20, 1884, the question having been agi
tated at various meetings during the year, it was resolved
to secure a lease of the ground at the corner of Jackson
Street and Third Avenue for ninety-nine years, and
proceed with the erection of a club-house. A building
association had been organized, with a capital stock of
$50,000, and power to issue bonds to the extent of
$75,000 ; and at this meeting a resolution was adopted,
authorizing the club to purchase, at its option, after ten
years had elapsed, the bonds issued as an aid to con
struction, at their face value, and instituting a reserve
fund for that purpose. A third resolution, recommend
ing the purchase of the stock at par, wherever obtain
able from outside parties, was adopted. The building,
which it is expected will be occupied by May 1, 1886, is
of red brick, six stories high, and of the Romanesque
order of architecture. It will cost, complete, $190,000.
At the annual meeting for the installation of officers
for the ensuing year, held on February 24, 1885, the
following resolution was adopted unanimously:
" Resolved, That it is the opinion of the members of the club
present on this occasion, that at each quarterly meeting, as pro
vided by the by-laws, except that occurring in the month of July,
topics of public interest, to be suggested by the Committee on Polit
ical Action, and approved by the Board of Directors, should be dis
cussed; and that, as a means for developing interest in such mat
ters, and making an effective and united body, we recommend to
the Board of Directors that this practice be hereafter adopted."
On the death of General Grant, a special meeting of
the active members was held, on July 24, 1885, when
the committee on resolutions, consisting of William Penn
Nixon, James B. Smith, Eugene Cary, James Kevins
Hyde, and Judge Thomas Dent, reported an eloquent
memorial, a copy of which, elegantly engrossed and
framed, now occupies a position in the parlors of the
club. Speeches were made by John Young Scammon,
J. B. Smith, Judge Thomas Dent, General Scholield
and Major W. L. B. Jenney, and a committee of five
was appointed to arrange for a public memorial meeting
on the day of the funeral. On the evening of the 8th
of August a mass meeting was held at the Armory Hall
of Battery " D," at which nearly five thousand people
were assembled.
Aside from its social features, the Union League

has always been foremost in carrying out the primary
objects of its incorporation. Loyalty to the Union has
been its watchword, and the guarding of the purity of
the ballot one of its first missions. With this end in
view, the League was active in unearthing fraudulent
voting in the election of the fall of 1884, and bringing
to justice all concerned in it. The present election law
owes its existence to the labors then undertaken by the
club, and continued unremittingly until its adoption
was secured. In the Federal elections, the club has
co-operated with its officers, offering rewards for the de
tection of illegal voting.
The club has now a membership of seven hundred,
including an honorary roll which contains the names of
four ex-Presidents (two deceased), three of the most
distinguished living American Generals, an Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, and
several jurists and statesmen of national fame.
The officers of the club from its organization have
been as follows:
1SS1-S2—President, John C. Coonley; vice-presidents, Charles
E. Culver, Silas M. Moore; treasurer, William Penn Nixon; secre
tary, Robert S. Critchell.
1883— President, Elbridge G. Keith; vice-presidents, Charles
M. Henderson, J. McGregor Adams; treasurer, George M. Bogue;
secretary, Rollin A. Keyes.
1S84—President, J. McGregor Adams; vice-presidents, John
L. Thompson, Byron P. Moulton; treasurer, William V. Jacobs;
secretary, Sidney C. Eastman.
iSSj— President, J. McGregor Adams; vice-presidents, John
L. Thompson, Eugene Cary; treasurer, Walter B. Mitchell; secre
tary, Rollin A. Keyes.
In addition to the officers, three standing committees
and a board of seven directors constitute the executive
staff.
UNION CLUB
On January 17, 1878, twenty-five young men, repre
senting the best element of the social and business life
of the North Division, met at No. 308 Chicago Avenue,
to discuss the formation of a social club in that part of
the city. A committee was appointed, consisting of
H. W. Raymond, A. W. Cobb, Arthur Ryerson, A.
Davidson, J. L. Houghteling, C. N. Fessenden, O. F.
Aldis, W. P. Conger and F. S. Wheeler, to report at an
adjourned meeting, on January 26. This committee
soon learned that the same question had been considered
by a number of older men resident on the North Side,
and their cooperation was invited. As a result, about
sixty gentlemen met in the parlors of the Clarendon
Hotel, on the evening of January 26, when a constitu
tion was drafted, and the following officers, of an organ
ization to be called the Union Club of Chicago, elected
for one year:
President, Henry W. Bishop; Vice-President, Henry W. Ray
mond; Treasurer, Albert W. Cobb; Secretary, William P. Conger.
Directors—George L. Dunlap, Alfred B. Mason, John T. Noyes,
Thomas C. Edwards, Frank S. Wheeler.
On February 1, the committee on membership re
ported one hundred names enrolled. The constitution
was formally adopted, and a committee appointed to
take the necessary steps for incorporation. On Febru
ary 7, the club received its charter. The residence on the
corner of Chicago Avenue and State Street was first
rented, whence the club removed, March 10, 1879, to the
Ogden mansion, on LaFayette Place. Here it began a
new era of life as a social organization. A leading feature
of this period was a series of open-air concerts given
during the summers of 1879-80-81, in the fine grounds
of the club-house.
At the business meeting of March 1, 1879, the board
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of directors was increased, by the addition to those
already named, of John DeKoven. R. Hall McCormick,
V. C. Turner and James J. Hoyt. On April 8, follow
ing, the limit of membership was raised, on account of
the increasing growth of the club, from two hundred to
three hundred ; in February, 1880, the limit was
increased to four hundred. Negotiations in the summer
of 1880, to buy the Ogden property, then occupied as a
club-house, did not reach a consummation, and the
club at once set about providing for itself a permanent
home, which resulted in its removal, in December, 1883,
to the club-house at present occupied. This is a stone

1879—President, Henry W. Bishop; Vice-President. Henry W.
Raymond; Secretary, William P. Conger; Treasurer, Albert W.
Cobb.
1550—President, Henry W. Bishop; Vice-President, John De
Koven; Secretary, William P. Conger; Treasurer, Albert W. Cobb,
1551—President, Henry W. Bishop; Vice-President, John N.
Jewett; Secretary, William P. Conger; Treasurer, Albert W. Cobb.
1882—President, Henry W. Bishop; Vice-President, John N.
Jewett; Secretary, William P. Conger; Treasurer, Albert W. Cobb.
tSSj—President, Henry W. Bishop ; Vice-President, A. A.
Carpenter; Secretary, William G. McMillan; Treasurer, Albert W.
Cobb.
1884— President, August A. Carpenter; Vice-President, Lyman
J. Gage; Secretary, Henry A. Keith; Treasurer, Albert W. Cobb.

UNION CLUB HOUSE.
building, in the Tudor style, finished with an air of
solidity and comfort that have been the envy of many
metropolitan visitors. In the matters of taste, comfort
and convenience, the house leaves little to be desired.
The building is of Long Meadow (Mass.) brown stone.
It was begun in the spring of 1882, under contract for
completion by May, 1883. In April, 1883, it was
destroyed by fire, the loss being entirely covered by in
surance. It was re-built without delay, and the club
established therein the following December. The
interior follows the style emphasized in the exterior, the
design being to reproduce, as nearly as possible, an old
English manor-house. The cost was about $100,000.
The present membership of the club is four hundred
and seventy-two.
The following is a complete register of its officers
since 1878 :

STANDARD CLUB.
The Standard is a social club composed chiefly of
Jewish citizens, and numbers among its members many
of our leading business men. It occupies the building
erected for its accommodation in 1870, on the corner of
Michigan Avenue and Thirteenth Street. The club
was organized early in 1869, and on April 5 received
its certificate of incorporation. The officers for the
first year were— President, E. Frankenthal; Vice-Presi
dent, L. Wampold; Treasurer D. Stettauer; Recording
Secretary, Philip Stein; Financial Secretary, H. Good
man. The first board of directors was composed of
Gerhard Foreman, Joseph Austrian, H. L. Frank, J. B.
Schlossman. The objects of the club are stated in the
articles of incorporation to be "the mutual improve
ment of members, to be effected by social gatherings,
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dramatic entertainments, the establishment of a library,
and the pursuit of such other purposes as are generally
considered to be within the scope and object of a club."
On the New- Year day of 1870, the organization cele
brated its removal to its present quarters by a ball. In
October, 187 1, the organization gave up the club-house
to the relief work of the city. The building continued
to be, for about a year, the headquarters of the Central
Relief Committee, during which period the club sus
pended its activity.
In the fall of 1872 the club re-occupied its quarters,
and a considerable sum was spent in repairing and re
furnishing the club-house.
The club has taken steps looking to the erection of
a new club-house, the present quarters being inadequate
to properly accommodate the growing membership. The
current membership is about two hundred. The club

borne to a natal State, and to revive old memories among
the sons of the Green Mountain State.
The following 1 7th day of January being the one hun
dredth anniversary of the declaration of independence
by the State of Vermont, was the occasion of a large
and interesting reunion, which included many residents
of the city distinguished in State and local councils. A
permanent organization, under the title of the Sons of
Vermont, was consummated at a third meeting, held
February 22, in the parlors of the 'Fremont House.
Quite a large membership was enrolled at this meet
ing, and the following officers were elected . President,
U. K. Pearsons; Vice-Presidents, Charles B. Lawrence,
Norman Williams, S. W. Burnham ; Treasurer, Henry
H. Nash ; Secretary and Librarian, A. D. Hager.
An annual banquet is given on January 17, and
other pleasant re-unions are held. Business meetings
take place when necessary, at the call of the secretary,
being usually held in the club-room of the Palmer
House.
The present membership is two hundred and nine
teen, of which one hundred and seventy-seven are
resident in Chicago, twenty nine in the State outside of
the city, and eleven in other States.
The officers of the association have been as follows:
/8?q—President, Charles B. Lawrence ; Vice-Presidents, E.
G. Keith, Ezra J. Warner, E. A. Kilbourne ; Secretary and Libra
rian, Frank B. Williams; Treasurer, Henry H. Nash.
1880— President, George N. Boardman ; Vice-Presidents, E.
G. Keith, O. G. A. Sprague, Eugene Canfield ; Secretary and Li
brarian, Frank B. Williams; Treasurer, Henry H. Nash.
1S81— President, Norman Williams ; Vice-Presidents, O. G.
A. Sprague. L. L. Coburn, Eugene Canfield ; Secretary and Libra
rian, E. B. Sherman ; Treasurer, H. H. Nash.
/>?J>>— President, L. L. Coburn ; Vice-Presidents, O. G. A.
Sprague, E. N. Waterman, Sanford 1!. Perry; Secretary and Li
brarian, E. B. Sherman; Treasurer, Henry H. Nash.
i88j— President, E. G. Keith ; Vice-Presidents, Silas B. Cobb,
H. E. Sawyer, E. A. Kilbourne; Secretary and Librarian, E. B.
Sherman ; Treasurer, Henry H. Nash.
1SS4— 1'resident, John H. Hills; Vice-Presidents, Norman
Bridge, E. B. Sherman, A. D. Hager ; Secretary and Librarian,
Franklin Denison; Treasurer, Henry H. Nash.
/88j — President, Arba N. Waterman ; Vice-Presidents, E. B.
Sherman, John M. Thacher, J. W. Butler ; Secretary and Librarian,
Franklin Denison ; Treasurer, II. H. Nash.
SONS OF MAINE.

STANDARD CLUB HOUSE.
holds its business meetings quarterly and the election of
officers and directors takes place yearly. It gives fre
quent receptions, an annual ball and numerous dramatic
entertainments.
The present officers are—
President, Jacob Newman; Vice-President, Loois P>. Kuppenheimer. Recording Secretary, A. M, Snydacker; Treasurer, A. G.
Becker. The board of directors is composed of 15. Mergentheim,
S. Adlinger, D. Wallach, Solomon Sulzbacher, Joseph Shaffner,
Charles M. Leopold.
SONS OF VERMONT.
In response to a call for a meeting of native Ver
monters, a number of gentlemen assembled in the clubroom of the Sherman House on the evening of January
10, 1877. The meeting was called to order by Lewis
Meacham ; Gurdon S Hubbard was chosen president,
and Frank B. Williams, secretary The purposes for
which an organization was to be formed were set forth,
in an open letter from Hon. D. K. Pearsons, read at this
meeting, to be the perpetuation of the love and respect

On March 12, 1880, a meeting was held in the clubroom of the Gardner (now LelandJ House, which was
called to order by Leonard Swett, J. S. Brewer acting
as secretary. Among those present at this meeting,
were Abner Taylor, C. P. Kimball, J. L. Hathaway,
A. A. Libby, J. J. P. Odell, and C. P. Libby A com
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Kimball, Odell and Taylor,
was appointed to prepare a constitution and by-laws for
an organization to be known as the Sons of Maine. At
an adjourned meeting on March 19, the constitution
was read and adopted, and permanent officers were
elected for the first year, as follows :
President, Hon. Thomas Drummond ; First Vice-President,
Hon. Leonard Swett ; Second Vice-President, John Young Scammon ; Secretary, J. S. Brewer ; Treasurer, J. J. P. Odell.
In the winter of 1880-81, it was determined by the
society to give its first banquet, and committees were
appointed to carry out its plans. The banquet was
arranged to take place at the Palmer House on June
16, 1 88 1. Invitations were sent to the Governor and
all ex-Governors of Maine, to the two United States
Senators, and to many distinguished natives of the State,
who were met in Boston by a member of the executive
committee, Henry A. Hersey, and accompanied to
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Chicago in a special car as the guests of the association.
Among those present on this occasion were Hon.
Hannibal Hamlin, Hon. Elihu B. Washburne, of Chi
cago, Ex-Governor Garcelon, of Maine, Hon. Henry
W. Paine, of Boston, Hon. Bion Bradbury, of Maine,
and Hon. C. A. Boutelle, of Maine. The feature thus
successfully inaugurated has since been continued by
the Sons of Maine yearly, with but one omission.
The club, which is composed of natives of the State
of Maine, includes some
of our leading citizens.
It is now engaged in the
formation of a library.
The present officers
of the association are—
President, John N. Jewett; Vice-Presidents, Melville
W. Fuller. Leonard Swett,
Abner Taylor ; Secretary, C.
H. Howard: Treasurer, Wil
liam Sprague ; Directors,
C harles B. Kimball, lames
1'. Smith. Jr., J. B. Hobbs,
Charles M. Morse, J. Y.
Scammon, Benjamin V. Page
and C. H. Mulliken.

The following is a list of the officers from the first
organization:
i8Si-8f— President, William J. Hynes : Vice-President,
Michael Keeley; Recording Secretary, John McKeough; Financial
Secretary, Henry O'Ruarc ; Treasurer, Peter J. Hennessy.
1884— President, Michael Keeley; Vice-President, P. McHugh;
Recording Secretary, M. J. Keene ; Financial Secretary, William
Fogarty ; Treasurer, Patrick Cavanagh.
iSSj— President, Travis Agnew; Vice-President, Ambrose Plamondon ; Recording Secretary, F. \). Kinsella ; Financial Secre-

IRISH - AMERICAN
CLUB.
The Irish-American
Club is composed of
men of all creeds and
parties, the only princi
ple insisted on as a re
quisite to membership,
being an acknowledg
ment of Ireland's right
to be governed by and
for her own people, as an
independent nation. It
thus includes in its ranks
many Americans and one
Knglish member. The
organization was effect
ed in May, 1880, by a
number of prominent
Irish citizens interested
in the cause of their na
tive land. Social features
were included from the
inception, the club leas
ing a fine suite of rooms
at Nos. 88 and 90 Wash
ington Street, which it
has continued to occu
py. Two formal recep
tions are given annually,
in the spring and au
tumn, by the members of
HISTORICAL SOCtF.TV S BUILDING.
the club to their friends,
and the association ap
propriately celebrates, by a banquet and ball on St. tary, J. Quinn ; Treasurer, I'. 1>. Coleman. Chairman Executive
Committee, Michael Keelev.
Patrick's day, the anniversary of the patron saint of Ire
land. The latter entertainment usually takes place at
some leading hotel. They have received and enter
CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
tained all distinguished Irishmen who have visited this
country during the past five vears, including T. M.
After the destruction of the Society's building and
Healy, M.P., T. P. O'Connor, M.P., Rev. Eugene contents, in 1 871, but few of its members gave special
Sheehy, and other notables. The membership now in
attention to its interests. No meeting was held until
cludes nearly every prominent Irish-American resident November 17, 1874, when E. H. Sheldon, who was elected
of Chicago, and the club is a flourishing, energetic and
president in November, 1870, occupied the chair, and
representative body.
Belden F. Culver was secretary. At this meeting, Mr.
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Sheldon reported that the Gilpin Fund, now amounting
to over $72,000, had been secured from the estate of
the late Hon. Henry D. Gilpin, of Philadelphia. He
further stated that he and George F. Rumsey had sold
the brick, stone and iron from the ruins of the Society's
building for $2,968, and had received from Mr. Scammon, on account, $3,475, which amounts had been ap
plied to the payment of interest, incidental expenses
and also to paying $4,000 of the principal of the Socie
ty's indebtedness, reducing the latter to $13,500.
Among the contributions for the relief of those who
had suffered by the great fire, were many boxes of books
d irected to the Chicago H istorical Society. I n the second
great fire on July, 1874, this collection was also burned.
A catalogue of the books, and copies of the letters of
acknowledgment and a few portraits, were all that were
saved of this collection. Owing to this last calamity, and
the panic of 1873, little was done for a time, except keep
ing alive the organization and attending to its financial
interests ; very few books were received, and these were
mostly Government documents. Mr. Sheldon took them
in charge, and kept them till May, 1877, at his office on
Clark Street.
On December 19, 1876, Hon. Isaac N. Arnold was
elected president. He continued in office till the time
of his death, April 24, 1884, since which time Hon. E. B^
VVashburne has occupied the position.
At a meeting held on January 23, 1877, George F.
Rumsey, in behalf of the executive committee, solicited
funds for the erection of a building and to enable the
association to start again its active existence of useful
ness. The following members responded to the appeal,
and subscribed as follows : E. H. Sheldon, George L.
Dunlap, Levi Z. Leiter, John Crerar, W. S. Johnson, Mark
Skinner, Samuel M. Nickerson and William R. Ogden,
each $250. George F. Rumsey, J. S. Rumsey, J. S. Wat
erman and E. T. Watkins, each $100. Charles B. Farwell.
$85 and two hundred chairs, and John F. Ryerson, $25.*
With this amount, and $135.25 taken from membership
dues which had been paid prior to December 11, 1877,
the present building was erected and paid for.
In May, 1877, Albert D. Hager was elected secretary
and librarian.
The nucleus of the Society's third library, consisting
of about two hundred books, were removed from Mr.
Sheldon's office to Room 44, Ashland Block, gratuitous
ly provided for the Society's use by D. M. Mitchell, agent
for General S. B. Buckner. On October 16, 1877, the
present building was finished and the first meeting held
in it. At that date, the library contained seven hundred
and three bound volumes and eight hundred and thirtyfour pamphlets.
The Historical Society received at the death of Mrs.
Henry D. Gilpin her bequest of $6,000 ; Jonathan Burr
donated to the Society $2,000. Mrs. Elizabeth E. Atwater, a former resident of Chicago, died at Buffalo, on
April 11,1878. Her collection, which she donated to
the Society, is one of the finest in its possession. On
January 31, 1879, occurred the death of Miss Lucretia
Fond, of Petersham, Mass., a parishioner of Rev. William
Barry, through whose influence she bequeathed to the
Society eight lots on the southwest corner of Superior
and Market streets, with all her books, maps and paint
ings. The income derived from the sale of these lots
(which brought $13,500) was to be used for the purchase
of books, maps and paintings. The conditions of the
will have been complied with, and the library is enriched
*As early as 1867, Hon. John Wentworth contributed $500 to make himself
a life member, besides giving $300 to make himself an honorary life member at
the time the endowment fund was raised.

with one thousand four hundred and twenty-seven vol
umes purchased with this income.
The memorial tablet, which marks the site of the old
Fort Dearborn, and placed in the building on the cor
ner of River Street and Michigan Avenue, occupied by
the W. M. Hoyt Co., was unveiled, May 21, 1881, in the
presence of the First Illinois Regiment and a large con
course of citizens, and imder the auspicesof the Society.
The tablet is of marble, and upon its upper half is a
bas-relief of the old block house, while beneath is the
following inscription:
This building occupies the site of the old
Fort Dearborn, which extended a little across
Michigan Avenue, anh somewhat into the kiver as
it now is. The Fort was built in 1803 and in 1804,*
FORMING OUR OUTMOST DEFENSE. By ORDER OK GEN
ERAL Hull, it was evacuated August 15, 1812,
after its stores and provisions had been distrib
uted among the indians. very soon after the
Indians attacked and massacred about fifty of
the troops and a number ok citizens, including
women and children, and the next day burnt the
Fort. In 1816, rr was re-built, but after the
Black Hawk War went into gradual disuse, and in
May, 1S37, was abandoned by the army, but was
occupied by various Government officers- until
1857, when it was torn down, except a single
building, which stood upon this site till the
great fire ok october 9, 1871. at the suggestion
of the Chicago Historical Society, this tablet
was erected by \V. M. Hoyt, November, 18S0.
Thereat, Hon. John Wefitworth made a memorable
speech to the immense concourse of spectators, which
appears in full in the account in the Fergus Historical
Series, No. 16.
In 1881, a tablet was placed in the front of a dwell
ing, No. 137 DeKoven Street, under the auspices of the
Society, to mark the site on which the great fire of
October, 187 1, originated.
The Society was burdened with a mortgage debt of
$13,500 contracted in 1858. The interest on this was a
constant drain upon the treasury of the Society, and
frequently an extra tax upon its most valued members.
In 1882, L. Z. Leiter, a member of the executive com
mittee, suggested that the debt should be paid, and
started a subscription with $2,500. Judge Mark Skin
ner, E. H. Sheldon and Henry J. Willing each gave the
same amount. Daniel K. Pearsons, Samuel M. Nicker
son, Albeit A. Monger and Byron Laflin Smith each
gave $1,000, and Thomas Hoyne completed the sum
needed to pay the debt by subscribing $500. The
Society now entered upon a period of prosperity.
Twenty- five new members were added within six
months. The first and second volumes of the Society's
collection were published, and one year later the third
volume. L. Z. Leiter paid for the first two volumes
and Marshall Field for the third volume, which cost
over $1,600. The library now contains over forty-eight
thousand books, bound and unbound. The collections
comprise rare and valuable works, and are especially
noted in certain departments, among them the following:
Indian History and Early Explorations.—This is con
sidered by many the most valuable historical matter, when meas
ured by its rarity and completeness, of any in the library. All of
Schoolcraft's works are here—his " Indian Antiquities," " Source
of the Mississippi," "American Lakes," "Travels in the Missis
sippi Valley," " Thirty years with Indian Tribes," etc. Also, Brinton's " Library of Aboriginal American Literature " and his other
writings, 8 vol. Thevenot's " Recucil de Voyages," including Mar
quette's' journal and map of 1673. Herrerara's History of Amer
ica, 6 vol., 1740. Parkman's " Frontenac and New France,"
" La Salle and the Discovery of the Great West," and other of his
writings. Shea's works. Jeffrey's " History of the French Domin*See account of Fort Dearborn, Volume I, page 79.
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ions in America," 1769. Loskiel's " Missions among the Indians in
North America." Clark's "Campaign in Illinois" (1778-70).
French's " Historical Collections of Louisiana." Guiguard's " Dis
coveries in America by La Salle" (Paris, 1607). "Lewis and Clarke's
Expedition," 2 vol., 1 81 7. Long's " Two Expeditions." Beltram's
"Discovery of the Sources of the Mississippi River" (2 vol.).
Margry's splendid contribution to the early history of the North
west (4 vol.). "The St. Clair Papers," 2 vol. Lockman's "Jesuit
Travels " (London, 1743). Zeisberger's "Diary, 1797." ' Relations
of the Jesuits." Imlay's "Topography of the West" (1792).
Shipp's " De Soto and Florida." Antonio de Solis's "Conquest of
Mexico," translated by Thomas Townsend (London, 1724). "Royal
Commentaries of Peru" (very rare), by Inca. Garcillasso de La
Vego, and translated by Sir Paul Rycant (London, 1688). Squier's
and Davis's " Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley" (pro
fusely illustrated). Monette's " History of the Valley of the Missis
sippi River." Vergenne's "Louisiana" (1S02). Drake's "Indian
Tribes of the United States" and " Life of lilack Hawk." Ban
croft's "Native Races of the Pacific States." Hennepin's "Voyages"
(Amsterdam, 16SS). " La Salle's Discoveries," by Tonti (1097).
" La Salle's Last Voyage" (London, 1714). Priest's " American
Antiquities." Welby's "Visit to the English Settlements in Illinois,"
1819. Bradbury's Travels (1S09-11). Fearon's" Sketches of Amer
ica" (London, 1818). Wood's " Two Years' Residence in the Illinois
Country." "Western Annals." Champigny's "Louisiana" (Paris
1776), and Gayarris's " History of Louisiana."
Biographical and Genealogical.—In the library can be
found biographies of those most prominent in local and State affairs.
In addition, there is a special department containing all of the Sparks'
collection (25 vol.), and the most noted tributes to the memories of
(ieorge Washington and Abraham Lincoln, and biographies of
most of the prominent men living and dead.
Among the genealogical works of great value is the New Eng
land Genealogical Register, most of which were presented by John
Wentworth (1847-1SS5).
•
Rkiif.i.i.ion Data. —This includes such material as the Adju
tant-Generals' Reports of Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts, Michi
gan, Vermont, New York, New Hampshire, Iowa and Tennessee;
War of the Rebellion, 20 vols.; Rebellion Records, 1860-65 ('2
vols.); Army Register from 1779 to 1880; Official Records of the
Union and Confederate armies (14 vols.); a complete series of the
" Roll of Honor," or names of those who died in the Rebellion;
Reunion of the Western Armies from 1S68; Scribner's fine series of
" Campaigns of the War," written by participants and military au
thorities; (Ireeley's "American Conflict' ; Lossing's "Civil
War"; Jefferson Davis's " Rise and Fall of the Confederate Gov
ernment," etc.
Magazines and Newspapers.—Of great local historical value
are the Chicago Magazine, also the "Western," and later the Lake
side Monthly, running from January, 1869, to June, 1S73 (10 vols.).
The Society has nearly a complete set of the Historical Magazine
(N. Y.), 1857-75; :l complete series of the Magazine of American
History (N. Y.), 1876 to 1885; the North American Review, nearly
complete from its founding; nearly full series of the Democratic and
Whig Reviews, London Athenxum from 1833-61, and the London
News (illustrated), 1842-78. The Society has also a full series of the
first magazine published in Chicago— The Western Magazine,—
established in October, 1845, and published by William Rounseville. Also full scries of Harper, Scribner, Century, Galaxy, The
Atlantic, Popular Science Monthly and Scientific American; The
Monthly Review, London, 1749 to 1809, 128 vols. Bound volumes
of the following papers, through the courtesy of H. T. Steele, are
deposited in the library for the free use of any one who may wish
to consult them,—viz. The Chicago Tribune, extending from Sep
tember, 1856, up to date, with the exception of the first six months of
1S65, and the years 1S66, 1867, 1868, and 1869; Chicago Times,
six years from January, 1873; files of the New York Independent,
complete from 1848 to 1880, and of the New York Observer, from
1835 to 1S45. Of the city papers it may be said that full files of
nearly every paper, religious, political, mechanical and agricultural,
published in Chicago, since 1877, are in the library of this Society,
and all the full files are bound. Among them are the Tribune,
Journal, Inter Ocean, the Daily News (53 vols.), from January,
1877, to date; also the Daily Telegraph (subsequently the Daily
Herald), 16 vols., from March, 1878.
As a portion of this department may also be mentioned, the
Centennial collection of newspapers and magazines presented to the
Society by A. N. Kellogg, of theChicago Newspaper Union. The
collection embraces a copy of each newspaper and magazine pub
lished in the United States in 1876, many of them containing local
and county histories, written especially for the Centennial F^xhibition. About eight thousand newspapers are included in the collection.
The successful carrying out of this grand historical enterprise was
due to George P. Rowell & Co., of the American Advertising
Agency, New York. Six sets were collected. One set was sold to

Mr. Kellogg, which he presented to 'he Chicago Historical Society,
another to the representative of Tasmania, another to the Mercantile
Library of Philadelphia, and three were retained by Messrs. Rowell
& Co. Accompanying this most valuable collection is a printed
catalogue of the newspapers and magazines printed in the United
States at that time. All these are bound, and make 47 volumes of
folio, 7 quarto and 28 octavo volumes.
Local History.—Nowhere in the State is there so large,
varied and valuable a collection of historical data bearing upon the
events which go to make up Chicago and the lives of her prominent
men as at these rooms. 'There are Chicago school reports com
plete, from 1S54; the proceedings of the City Council and County
Hoard of Commissioners from 1S71; complete reports of the Board
of Public Works and of the Park Commissioners; an invaluable
series of city directories, nearly complete from 1844; the Fergus His
torical Series, containing the directory of 1839, and valuable contri
butions to local and State history by those who have helped to make
the events of which they speak. There are a dozen local histories
and biographical dictionaries; fifteen scrap-books containing newspa
per clippings from home prints, which make up an interesting history
of early Chicago; three large scrap books arranged by Charles Harpel, containing obituaries of those who have died in Chicago and also
of prominent persons in all parts of the world. These are all cata
logued ami so arranged that the date of any person's death, in either
book, can be readilv found. 'There are also reports of her benevo
lent and secret societies and charities; government surveys of her
harbor since 1 831; a very large and complete series of maps, manu
script and printed, of Chicago, indicating by their dates the rapid
growth of the village into a large city; and nearly continuous files
of newspapers from 185(1, up to date, including the most trustworthy
material extant from which to collate a history of the Great Fire.
The Atwater Collection.—This is the most unique collec
tion owned by the Society. It consists of five hundred and eightysix volumes and pamphlets ; over one hundred medals and
metallic badges, including the political badges of 1S40 and those
worn at the Chicago Sanitary and Milwaukee Home fairs; over
seven hundred coins and metallic business cards, including a com
plete set of American and Colonial pennies, except the issues of
1793 and 1804-9; and much continental and confederate money,
It has also autograph albums, letters, newspaper scrap books, and
eighteen volumes of rare almanacs, from 1763 to 1878. There are au
tograph letters of the presidents, and hundreds of newspaper slips in
regard to the death of Abraham Lincoln, nicely bound into vol
umes, with badges worn at his obsequies. Mrs. Atwater contrib
uted a curious collection of patriotic envelopes, comprising three
thousand different specimens ; relics from Shiloh, Corinth, Chancellorsville, Fort Sumter, of the Great Fire, the Arctic regions and
the world generally. A large folio volume of " Scenes from Rome,"
printed from copperplate in 1575. She also donated a fac simile of
the death warrant of Charles I. The numismatic collection consists,
among other coins, of Whig tokens, about the size of a penny,
stamped with political devices. 'There is a large volume containing
samples of " shinplaslers "; also numerous specimens of Confederate
and ' Wildcat " money. 'There are also English bank tokens and
coins; Colonial coins and " Land Money "of Pennsylvania, including
Franklin's famous pennies and papi'r money. 'There is a fine bronze
copy of the gold medal presented by forty thousand French work
men to Mrs. Lincoln, in memory of her husband. The specimens
of copper and paper tokens issued by different business houses in
Illinois. Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, New York and Penn
sylvania, with the collection of fractional currency, are both unique
and of historical value.
Other Valuables. —The m,ost imposing work of art in the
Society's rooms is the allegorical painting of the Chicago fire, the
famous Armitage painting of Britannia and Columbia ministering
to stricken Chicago. It was presented to the city shortly after the
great fire by the London Graphic. There is also a large painting
representing the Chicago Massacre, and portraits of John H. Kinzie, Daniel P. Cook, Governor Ninian Edwards, Edward Coles,
J. II. Rice, Thomas Hoyne, William Hickling, William H. Brown,
Isaac N. Arnold, John Wentworth, William B. Ogden, General
Dearborn, Mr. and Mrs. George Flower, Shab-o-nee, Christopher
Columbus, Americus Vespucius, Chevalier La Salle, and others. A
cabinet of curiosities, mostly from Mexico and the oriental coun
tries, is the gift of Rockwell Saver, of the firm of Clement & Sayer.
'The collection of autograph letters and other manuscripts is
very large. It includes the letters and private papers of E. K.
Kane, Judge J. Gillespie, Colonel Gabriel Jones, Captain H. Nevill, Horatio Hill, Zebina Eastman, L>avid Prickett, A. P. F'rench
and those of Ninian Edwards. 'The latter contain autograph let
ters from Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, Daniel Webster and other
noted statesmen, and were presented by Ninian W. Edwards.
Among the collections may be mentioned the volumes contain
ing the badges and original documents relating to the Grant recep
tion of November, 1879, and the National Republican Convention of
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ton, he continued on his journey and arrived at Galena, 111., in the
1880, also the documents relating to the Republican and Demo
spring of that year, finding himself right in the midst of the ex
cratic Conventions and campaign documents of 1884.
The religious literature of the Society comprises, among other citing Harrison campaign. He entered promptly into the contest,
delivering strong whig speeches and getting before the public in a
rare volumes, twenty-two versions of the Hible, in different lan
guages. All of Swedenborg's works are here, and the Religious most enviable light. He soon had a good legal practice In 1844
he was made a delegate to the Whig National Convention that nomi
Society of Friends (Quakers) has a very complete representation.
The " Saints' Herald " of the Latter Day Saints (Mormons), nated Henry Clay. In 1848, he was an unsuccessful candidate for
from 1878 to date ; The Nauvoo Neighbor, 1843-November, '45 ; a congressional nomination, and, in 1S52. was again a delegate to
" Times and Seasons," 1839-45; and the " Millennial Star," and a the National Whig Convention, aiding in the nomination of General
Scott, opposing all pro-slavery influences, and so earning the appro
large and very rare collection of other Mormon literature, manu
script and printed, are in the library. Among the latter is the bation of the people of the Galena district that when it was re-ap
Hook of Mormon in English; and also, in a peculiar phonetic style portioned he was chosen its congressman, although it was supposed
to be strongly democratic. In 1854, he was re-nominated by a mass
that requires a "key "for its translation, "Doctrines and Cove
nants," " Life of Joseph, the Prophet," and several other very rare convention of whigs, democrats and anti-Nebraska men, and re
books and manuscripts relating to the expulsion of the Mormons elected by a majority of over 5,000 votes as against 286 two years
previously. In the next Congress (1855) Mr. Washburne was hon
from Illinois.
ored with the chairmanship of the committee on commerce, being
The Library contains a large number of colleges and school cat
alogues. The American Educational Society has its catalogue one of the staunchest supporters of Nathaniel I'. Banks for Speaker
of the House of Representatives. He was re-elected for seven suc
bound into volumes from 1832 to 1885. The American Coloniza
tion Society reports from 181S-85, five volumes. The American cessive terms, and a statement of the services which he rendered his
Tract Society from its organization (1825) to 1S85. The Society State and country would include a mention of all the important
also possesses a unique collection of school books, in the " Pond national measures of that period. During the fearful War period, he
Library," dating from 1756 to those of more modern days. Of was one of President Lincoln's most trusted friends and advisers
railroad reports the Society has a very large number, including nearly and his most reliable lieutenant upon the floor of the House. In
or quite complete series of the annual reports of every railroad that fact, when the president arrived in Washington for the first time,
enters Chicago. It has also time tallies and folded maps of the Mr. Washburne, in behalf of the House and Mr. Seward representing
routes of all the railroads leaving the city, all of which are bound the Senate, were chosen as the most appropriate persons to receive
him. As term after term he was sent by his constituents to repre
into an atlas.
sent them at Washington, he became known as the " father of the
The officers of the Historical Society, since 1874, House," swearing in Schuyler Colfax, as Speaker, three times, and
James G. Blaine, once, in that capacity. He was the determined
have been as follows :
untiring enemy of all steals, lobbies, rings and ringsters, and
Presidents— Edwin H. Sheldon, 1874-75; Isaac N. Arnold, and
became known and honored throughout the country as " the watch
1S70-S3; E.B. Washburne, 1S84-85.
dog
of
the treasury." He first suggested " Colonel " Grant's name
Vice-Presidents— Thomas Hoyne, Ezra H. McCagg, 1874-75 •
George V. Kumsey, Robert T. Lincoln, 1876 ; Thomas Hoyne, for one of the nine brigadier-generalships to which the State of Illi
was entitled, and was afterward instrumental in framing and
Robert T. Lincoln, 1877 ; Thomas Hoyne, William Hickling, nois
passing the bill which made " the silent man " general of the armies
1S78-80; Thomas Hoyne, E. B. Washburne, 1881-S2 ; E. B. of
the United States. By 1869, Mr. Washburne had occupied the
Washburne, John Wentworth, 1S83 ; A. C. McClurg, George W.
position of chairman of the committee on commerce for ten years,
Smith, 1884; Edward G. Mason, A. C. McClurg, 1S85.
Secretaries and Librarians—Belden F. Culver, 1874-76 ; re and had been chairman of the committee on appropriations during
the last Congress in which he served, lie had also been a member
signed May 12, 1870 ; Albert D. Hager, 1877-85.
of the joint committee on the library, chairman of the committee on
government contracts during the War, a position of great responsi
bility, and chairman of the special committee to examine into the
Memphis riots, in the summer of 1806. He had been a member of
the joint committee on re-construction and chairman of the committee
of the whole House in the matter of the impeachment of Andrew John
son. Among the important bills introduced by him was that providing
for the establishment of National Cemeteries. In 1869, President
Grant appointed Mr. Washburne Secretary of State. After a short
Treasurers—Solomon A. Smith, 1874-78 ; Byron L. Smith, term of service, however, upon the advice of physicians, he resigned
1879 ; Henry H. Nash, 1880-85.
his office, but was appointed minister to France. The Franco-Prus
Emit' B. WASHBURNE was born at Livermore, Oxford Co., sian war, however, made the duties of that station as arduous as those
Me., on September 23, 1816, and is a lineal descendant of John which could attach to any public position, and so ably did he per
Washburne, the first secretary of the Council of Plymouth. His form them that the American Legation was soon looked upon as the
father kept a general country store, where the son made himself place of refuge for the people of all nationalities. After serving his
generally useful and gathered much information from the political country abroad for nearly nine years, Minister Washburne, at the
and social sages of the neighborhood who there congregated and commencement of President Hayes's term, asked to be re-called.
discoursed. He read the newspapers, also obtained his schooling Since that time he has lived quietly in Chicago, having withdrawn
at the country establishments, and, previous to his seventeenth year, from public life, but his name has been prominently mentioned by
had exhausted the circulating library. He then went into the office the country at large at the Presidential Conventions of 1880 and 18S4,
of the Christian Intelligencer, published at Cardiner, Me. The in connection with the highest office in the gift of the people. Mr.
year's experience which he obtained in the printing office was of Washburne was married, in 1845, to Adele Gratiot, of Gratiot Grove,
great value to him, bringing to his notice many men of prominence Wisconsin. His wife was the daughter of Colonel Henry Gratiot,
who resided there, especially George Evans, then a member of Con one of the most distinguished and enterprising pioneers of the " lead
gress. It was during this period that the republican principles, region." Mr. and Mrs. Washburne have six children. Their oldest son
which had been sown in his mind by his father, were strengthened so and child, Gratiot, resides in New York City. Hempstead is the wellthat they ruled his political life. The paper, however, failed, and, known lawyer anil city attorney. William Pitt Washburne resides
returning to his home, he obtained the position of teacher of a dis in Maine, being the librarian of the Washburne Memorial Library,
trict school, at a compensation of ten dollars a month, with board. at Northerns, in Livermore, which is the family homestead. The
His three months' administration brought the rebellious school into fourth son has not completed his education. Of the two daughters,
submission, and he entered the office of the Kennebec Journal, the one is the wife of W. I). Bishop, Jr., of Bridgeport, Conn., and the
leading whig organ of the State, then edited and published by other is living at home.
Hon. Luther Severance. He commenced his apprenticeship in
Daniel Kimball Pearsons was born at Bradford, Vt., on
May, 1835, but on account of failing health, caused by over-work, April 14, 1S20, the son of John and Hannah (Putnam) Pearsons.
he abandoned the newspaper profession, never to return to it, and His mother was a descendant of the Israel Putnam family. At
determined to study law. In the spring of 1836, he left Augusta, sixteen, Daniel commenced teaching school, and remained in that
and commenced study at Kent's Hill Seminary. After a reasonable occupation for five winters, then entering Dartmouth College,
course of preparation, in 1838, he entered the law office of Hon. where he continued for two years. He also pursued a course of
John Otis, of Hallowell, a distinguished member of his profession, medical study at Woodstock, and, after graduating, removed to Chia representative in Congress, and subsequently a member of the copee, Mass., and engaged in medical practice. In 1857, he re
Northwestern Boundary Commission. To that gentleman's credit be moved to Ogle County, Illinois, and engaged in farming, but he
it said that he afterward advanced Mr. Washburne sufficient money required a larger scope for his active mind and business ability,
to enter Cambridge Law School, which he did in March, 1839. Be and shortly afterward removed to this city, engaging in the realing admitted to the Bar in 1S40, he set out for the West, with no estate business. He sold lands for the Illinois Central Railroad,
definite point in view, and, after stopping a short time at Washing Michael Sullivan, the farmer king, and others, his sales in Illinois
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alone amounting to more than one million acres. In i860, be began
loaning money, chiefly as agent, on farm lands. This soon grew
into an extensive business, and for twelve years he loaneil an aver
age of $1,000,000 annually. In 1877, Mr. Pearsons retired from
the loaning business, so far as acting for other capitalists was con
cerned, his own affairs having assumed such extensive proportions
as to require his whole attention. He is now the owner of largetracts of land and timber in Michigan, Illinois and elsewhere, a
director of the Chicago Chamber of Commerce, Chicago City Railway
Company, the Metropolitan National Hank, and other leading institu
tions, and a prominent stockholder in them all. He has been twice
elected alderman from the First Ward, by far the most important
political district of the city. While chairman of the finance com
mittee, the financial condition of Chicago was deplorable, extrava
gance had so outrun income that an indebtedness largely in excess of
the constitutional limit had been created, while the city had issued
certificates of indebtedness, the legality of which was disputed in
the courts. Meanwhile, large numlwrs of these certificates had
b«en taken by eastern bankers and others, and the holders had
become alarmed at the situation. Hard times wire sulking
gloomily through the land, and capital was averse to almost every
new proffer of investment and solicitous for its securities every
where. Chicago was soon to need more money and had particular
necessity for the maintenance of its good financial name. At this
juncture there appeared, among the bankers of New York, an
earnest, straightforward sort of man, just in from the West; he was
known, personally or by reputation, to some of them, and was not
long in making himself understood by the others. He had come
officially as a member of his city Common Council, and, privately,
as a capitalist and man of honor, like themselves, to assure them
that Chicago was going to pay its debts, lie pledged his individual
word and that of his city, that no matter w ho might be in power,
no matter how courts might decide, no matter how long financial de
pression might brood over the Nation, Chicago was sure to meet iicertificates of indebtedness, principal and interest, promptly on
time, dollar for dollar. The eastern financiers believed the man.
and believed in the city he represented. Their fears were allayed,
and he returned home. His word to them was so well kepi, and
his predictions so well verified, that some time later, when Chicago
needed a little ready money, the same man moved around among
social capitalists, and easily raised half a million dollars. This he
did, despite the fact that the courts, in the interim, had decided the
much discussed certificates to be practically waste paper, illegal
promises to pay, which the city might repudiate if it pleased, but
which the city never did. The man who made these two memor
able journeys was Daniel Kimball Pearsons, and so pronounced
was their effect upon the financial standing of Chicago, that when
Mr. Pearsons retired from the Council, two years later, a committee
of citizens waited upon him, and, in a series of handsomely engrossed
resolutions, testified their appreciation and that of the city for his
effective work in this and other important matters. As the resolu
tions said, Mr. Pearsons held his office "with the approval and
plaudits of his entire constituency, regardless of party affiliation."
At the time of his retirement from political life, he began to with
draw from business, and invested largely in choice residence prop
erty, chiefly in the Northern Division of the city. He erected fine
residences, and in a short time was the owner of some fifty elegant
houses and flats, which he still retains, lie has travelled extensively,
having visited Europe twice and all the American States. His
charity is of the unostentatious order, but if his right hand does
not always know what the left is doing, it is not because the latter
is idle. Most of the charitable institutions count him among their
steady contributors, founding libraries, assisting young men and
women to obtain educations, and dispensing large amounts in
private. Mr. Pearsons was married many years ago to Miss
Marietta Chapin, of Western Massachusetts. Mr. Pearsons has
for many years attended the First Presbyterian Church, although
other churches are not unfamiliar with his presence and contribu
tions. Mr. Pearsons is unconventional in manner, his life-long
personal independence manifesting itself in an absence of all affec
tation. Thoroughly domestic in his tastes, the society of wife and
a few of the friends whom he really likes, suits him better than
more diversified and mixed social enjoyments. He was among the
founders of the Vermont Society of Illinois, and one of its first
presidents, while he has also been an earnest and active member of
the Chicago Historical Society, and a liberal giver to the Presby
terian Hospital and now its acting president.
ALBERT David HaGER, son of David and Hannah (Caryl)
Hager, was born at Chester, Vt., on November 1. 1S17. He
enjoyed but few educational advantages, and at a very early age
learned the carpenter's trade from his father, and mastered it at the
age of seventeen. In the summer of 1S36, he entered the employ
ment of a map publisher, and in the sale of his goods, travelled
through Ohio and Kentucky. During his travels, he became much
interested in fossils, many of which he collected and took with him

to Vermont, on his return there from Kentucky. When again at
home he resumed his trade as a carpenter, and devoted every leis
ure moment to the study of geology. On April 29, 1839, he again
left for Kentucky, and in a deserted school-house at Minerva,
Mason Co., he opened his first school. He took his first three de
grees in the Masonic order in 1840. In 1841, he became a member
of the Christian Church. For five years he conducted his school,
after which he returned to Vermont and married Miss Julia A.
Wheeler, buying a farm, which he cultivated for five years, and
then he resumed his trade. In May, 1852, he received a McCormick reaper at his home in Proctorsville, Vt., and cut the first
grass with a machine in New Fngland, at Westminster, Vt. In
1854, he entered the employment of Cyrus II. McCormick as a gen
eral agent. In 1856, he was commissioned assistant State Natural
ist of Vermont, and arranged the first cabinet of natural history
in the State House. Shortly afterward, the State Naturalist re
signed in Mr. Hager's favor, but the latter declined the appoint
ment, and recommended for the position the venerable professor,
Kdward Hitchcock, of Amherst, Mass. This father of American
geology accepted the position, with the condition that Mr. Hager
should be his first assistant and do most of the field work; under
which arrangement the geological survey of the State was com
pleted in 1 861, and, by order of the Legislature, was published by
Mr. Hager. In February. 1857, a fire at Montpelier, Vt., de
stroyed the State House, including the cabinets, etc., and Mr.
Hager was made curator of the State cabinets, and subsequently
State Oeologist. In 1S58, Mr. Hager helped to form the Proctors
ville Library Society, of which he was for many years president,
and to which he donated his own private library. In 1805, he
drafted and secured the passage of the existing general law of Ver
mont, authorizing towns to raise money for founding and supporting
public libraries. In this year also he became interested in piscicul
ture, and was appointed commissioner ; under his direction 50,000
salmon eggs were incubated and 40,000 hatched out, the largest
number then produced in the United States. In 1867, the Gov
ernor of Vermont commissioned Mr. I lager to attend the Paris
International F.xposition as a representative of Vermont exhibitors.
In 1S70, he received the appointment of State Geologist of Mis
souri, and there rendered efficient official service, but his antislavery tendencies made him personally unpopular. He thereupon
resigned that position, and sought, in travel, to repair the inroads on
his health caused by his exhaustive labors. While travelling in
Wisconsin, he met Miss Rosa F. Blood, to whom, in 1872, he was
married. They both became interested in the reformation of ine
briates, and on reaching Chicago were proffered the positions of
superintendent and matron, respectively, of the Washingtonian
Home in this city, which positions they filled for eighteen months.
In May, 1S77. Mr. Hager became secretary and librarian of the
Chicago Historical Society (and to assist the Society in its rehabili
tation, worked gratuitously for one year), a position which he has
filled until the present time. He was also for a number of years
corresponding secretary of the Vermont Historical Society. He
has written many articles for the public press on scientific and his
torical subjects ; and, in 1 871 , he read a paper before the Academy
of Science in St. Louis, suggesting that the origin of petroleum
was the result of coraline life of the Devonian age ; this theory is
one that is generally accepted by scientists of the present age. fn
1859, he received from Amherst College the honorary degree of
Master of Arts ; in 1862, he was elected a member of the Imperial
Geological College of Vienna, and before his departure for Europe,
in 1807, was commissioned by Lafayette Lodge, A.F. eS; A.M., of
Proctorsville, Vt., its representative to the Grand and Secular lodges
in Great Britain, and on the Continent of Kurope. He had also
been for many years an officer of the Grand Lodge of Vermont.
CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY.
The Chicago Public Library had its origin in the
sympathy felt for Chicago by England after the great
fire of 1871. In addition to money subscribed for the
aid of fire-sufferers by the people of Great Britain,
while Chicago was still in ashes some liberal-minded
English gentlemen realized that this city had been be
reft of what few libraries existed previous to the con
flagration, and, with Thomas Hughes and other eminent
men of letters at their head, started a subscription to
supply this loss, which had included the largest reading
collection then in the city, that of the Young Men's
Association, embracing eighteen thousand volumes.
The founders of the movement made an appeal through
out England for books ; and authors, societies and
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libraries at once contributed something like seven thou
sand volumes. The British Museum sent a full line of
its publications. The Master of Rolls gave the Chron
icles and Memorials of Great Britain and the Calendar
of State papers. From the University of Oxford, the
publications of the University Press, consisting of two
hundred and fifty elegantly-bound volumes, were re
ceived. Queen Victoria contributed "The Early Years
of the Prince Consort," with her own autograph to the
same, and many living authors sent copies of their own
works. The inscription on the volume from the Queen
read. " Presented to the City of Chicago towards the
formation of a public library, after the fire of 187 1, as
a mark of English sympathy, by Her Majesty, Queen
Victoria." When these contributions were received in
Chicago, the library was at once organized.
Application was made to the State for a public library
act, the library to be established by the city and supported
by taxation, and the measure passed the Legislature on
March 7, 1S72. The books received were stored in the
iron tank around which was built the temporary City
Hall, at the corner of LaSalle and Adams streets, and
later a librarian was appointed, who entered upon his
1875.
Books In Library
Total Accessions
.■
Purchased
Donated
Expended
Worn out for
Unaccounted for
Pamphlets,
..
RegistrationAccession
of Hook of
Borrow
ers
Circulation of Books
Dally Average
Largest Issue, one day. ... ..
Smallest Issue, one day
Received
for Fines —
Reading Room—
Periodicals on File
Newspapers on File
Visitors
Periodicals Issued
Sunday Readers, average...
Cost
of Serials
.....
Reference
Department Visitors
Issues
Binding. Cost of.........
Amount paid for Salaries

1876.

49.084
239.836
1,1153
10.251
80.128
8.056
2.195
969
S28.410 63 510,7844tt3
1H
3S
322
4J1
1,944
351
20.710
9.843
399.156 405.747
1.366
1.313
2.6:11
2.539
329
608
S 2.648 72 * 2.831 44
285
28H
104
80 228.795
236.021
135,355
138.931
5611
360
1,914 94 i 2,300 55
5.528
18.283~
I 1.991 80 i 4.356
15.545 00 14,705 20

1877.

his duties on January 1, 1874. Meantime, generous do
nations of books had been made by citizens, by relatives
of dead authors, among them those of Lord Macau lay
and Dr. Arnold, of Rugby, and by the commissioner of
English patents.
The library was supported wholly by public taxation,
the State allowing a tax of one-fifth of a mill on the
dollar valuation, which was laid for the express purpose
of the maintenance and extension of the library. Under
the direction of the librarian, its operations became
thoroughly systematized, and proved a vast benefit to
the community. By 1885, there were 111,621 volumes
in the library, and the expenses aggregated $54,330.72,
with $121,380.24 of the fund of 1877, 1878, 1879, 1884
and 1885 to the credit of the library. With the circu
lating department open for the delivery of books three
hundred and five days during the year, 519,691 volumes
had been taken out for home use,—a daily average circu
lation of 1,704; $3,088 had been received for fines; and
65,271 volumes had been issued through the six branch
stations established in various portions of the city.
The table given is a summary of library statistics
from 1875 to 1885:
i-7J.

57.984
60.423
7.876
4,287
3.010
6.514
1.332
1.277
2,907
24
J 9,078
06
1.301
1.848
186
210
!1!<
1,037
11 831
9.130
354.506 368.428
1.106
1.205
3.*>9
2.3M9
572
662
S 1,959 57 3 1.882 70
810
228
118,
98 186,588
181.052
115,275 119.54"
290
* 1.277280
28 I 1,635 52
20.214
16.916
37.498 i 3.984
63.691
02
* 132.723
55
274 90
13.571 00

duties on January i, 1874, temporary reading-rooms
being occupied at the corner of Wabash Avenue and
Madison Street 011 March 16. On May i.the library was
opened for circulation, with a list of 17,355 volumes, of
which 13,000 were adapted for general circulation.
Thus it was over two years after the project of the
library was formed before the enterprise was fully de
veloped.
In the inception of the movement, Joseph Medill,
then mayor of the city, and other prominent citizens,
took an active part; and the committee appointed at
the first meeting, held on January 8, 1872, reported Jan
uary 20, and drafted a free library law. Its passage
based the operations of the institution on a tax-income,
annually, of nearly $60,000: and Thomas Hoyne, S. S.
Hayes. R. F. Queal, J. W. Sheahan, D. L Shorey, Her
man Raster, Willard Woodard, Elliott Anthony and
Julius Rosenthal, were appointed a board of directors,
on April 8, with Thomas Hoyne as president. The
original reading-room at the City Hall was opened on
January 1, 1873, with addresses from Mayor Medill,
President Hoyne and others, and was given in charge
of W. 15. Wickersham In October of the same year,
William F. Poole, formerly librarian of the Boston
Athenaeum, and then in charge of the Cincinnati Public
Library, was appointed librarian here, and entered upon
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94.60(1 106.341 111.681
77.140
87,272
67.772
11.920
9.416
1 1.038
12.972
6.836
8,440
8.065
7,799
9.691
11.799
5.698
9.814
1.173
1.351
641
1.144
2.106 510,052
1.347
62 510,814 52 512.995 S6 » 6.899 14
7.401 52 510.813 72
1.237
2.082
1.137
906
2.502
160
775
383
297
281
487
604
2.133
SIS
1.442
12 609
10.241
11,174
13.897
9.505
10.905
376.475 4291.404
313 519.691
349.977
306,751
1.144
1.0O2 352.801
1.259
1.704
1.161
2.358
2.6*4
3.317
3.720
2.176
2,421
694
1.007
626
678
637
613
1,775 72 $ 2.064 35 $ 2,169 18 S 2.220 86 * 8.954 32 5 3,088 00
265
284
252
241
141
1241 543.456
123 603.302
1
120 366.118
302.796
189.5
885.428
124,50
184.617 199.471 264.649
1.58"
1.705
34 5 2.15B
28
I 1.705 I 1,677688
66 i 1,3941.090
78
38.4841 42.734 I 1.797
32.340
23.1
59.696
117.074!
134.408
175.860
97
564
68.1
I 2.167 1 3.364 65 i 3,843 82 5 2.814 47 I 3.835 6',
14,559
17.688 35. 20,853 92| 22.486 58 85.159 43 88,680 77

William Frederick Poole, LL.D., librarian of the Chicago
Public Library, is a descendant, in the eighth generation, of John
Poole, who came from Reading, England, with the first settlers of
the Massachusetts Colony, and who resided in Cambridge in 1*132,
and, in 1635, was the leading proprietor in the settlement of the
town of Reading, Mass. The parents of William Frederick were
Ward and Eliza (Wilder) Poole, and he was born in Salem, Mass.,
on December 24, 1821. He received his early education in Danvers
(now Peabody), Mass., leaving school when twelve years old. In
1834, he resided in Keene, N. H., and learned something of the
jeweler's trade. In 1835, his father's family having removed to
a farm in Worcester County, Mass., he worked 011 the land ; and
then, returning to Danvers, he engaged as clerk in a mercantile
house, and also learned the trade of a tanner. In 1838, he entered
Leicester Academy, where he fitted for college, teaching in a dis
trict school one winter, and, later, was employed as an assistant
teacher in the Academy. In 1S42, he entered Vale College, and at
the end of his freshman year was obliged, for financial reasons, to
give up his studies temporarily. During the three years following,
he was engaged in teaching and other employment. 1 le then returned
to Yale College, entered the sophomore class, and graduated in
1849. During the last term of his sophomore year, he was appointed
assistant librarian of the society of Brothers in Unity, which had a
library of ten thousand volumes. While occupying this position,
he developed a taste for library administration, which has since
been his life-work. Mis first step in this direction was to prepare,
during his junior year, an index to the bound sets of periodicals in
the library, which proved to be of immense value to the students,
antl was published by George P. Putnam, in New York, in 1848,
with the title " Index to Periodicals to which no Indexes have been
published," 154 pages, octavo. During his senior year (1848-49).
he was the librarian of the Society. The edition of the " Index "
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being soon exhausted, the author immediately began the prepara
tion of a larger and more exhaustive work on the same general plan;
under the title " Index to 1'eriodital Literature,'' 521 pages, octavo;
it was published at New York City in 1853. In 1882, a third
edition of this work was issued, in which the references were brought
down to January of that year. It made a royal octavo volume of
146c; pages, and is regarded by him as the crowning work of his lit
erary life. In 1851, he became assistant librarian of the Hoston
Athena-urn, and in the following year librarian of the Boston Mer
cantile Library. He remained there for four years, and during
that time prepared ami printed a catalogue of the Library. In May,
1856, he received the appointment of librarian of the Hoston Athe
na-urn. The Athena-urn Library was then the largest library in Bos
ton. He continued in this position for thirteen consecutive years.
He then engaged in the vocation of library-expert, for the organi
zation and management of libraries. During 1S69, he organized the
Brown Library, at Waterbury, Conn.; re-arranged and catalogued
the Naval Academy Library, at Annapolis, Md. ; selected and pur
chased the books, and was the general adviser in the management
of the Newton and Easthampton (Mass.) public libraries and the
Athena-urn Library of St. Johnsbury, Yt. In the autumn of the
same year, he was invited, as an expert, to organize and take charge
of the Cincinnati Public Library, with which he continued for four
years. In October, 1873, he was elected librarian of the Chicago
Public Library, and entered upon his duties on the first day of Jan
uary, 1874. His services as a library-expert have been constantly
in demand in the organization of libraries and the construction of
library buildings in all parts of the country. Besides those of
which he has been the librarian, he has organized eight or ten other
libraries, selecting and buying the books, cataloguing them by the
aid of trained assistants, and arranging all the details of adminis
tration, without, in more than half the instances, ever visiting the
localities. His paper on " The Organization and Management of
Public Libraries," in the United States Bureau of Education's
"Report on Public Libraries," 1876, is the standard authority on
the subject. His numerous papers on "Library Construction,"
printed by the Bureau of Education in the Library Journal and the
American Architect, and in separate forms, are accepted as the
highest authority in the last edition of the Encyclopaedia Brittanica.
The Library Journal, for September, 1885, has a paper by him on
"Small Library Buildings," in which is given a list of his earlier
papers on the subject. Dr. Poole is now the president of the
American Library Association, the membership being the principal
librarians of the country. Eor thirty years he has been a constant
writer, and, outside of the topics relating to his own profession, his
writings have been chiefly in the direction of American history and
historical criticism. In 1874-75, he edited, in Chicago, a literary
monthly called The Owl ; and since the starting of The Dial, in
1880, he has been a constant contributor, chiefly in historical criti
cisms. He received the degree of LL.D. from the Northwestern
University in 1882. He is a member of the American Antiquarian
Society, the American Historical Association, and the Essex Insti
tute, and corresponding member of the Historical Societies of
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Wisconsin,
and of several other States. Dr. Poole was married on November
22, 1854, to Miss Fanny M. Gleason, daughter of Dr. Ezra \V.
Oleason, of Boston, and of seven children, four are living—Alice
(wife of Z. S. Holbrook, of Chicago), Anne (wife of C. Clarence
Poole, of Chicago), Mary, and William Frederick, Jr.
UNION CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.
This society was organized in 1868, through the
efforts of a number of public-spirited Catholics of the
city. Those chiefly prominent in the work were Roger
J. Brass, Albert H. Van Buren, William J. Onahan,
Thomas A. Moran, William A. Amberg, J. H. O'Brien,
M. J. Dunne, Thomas Brennan, William H. Naulty,
Michael Keeley, C. J. Santer, Edward E. Ryan and James
Goggin. The objects of the association were to found
a Catholic public library and reading-room, to provide
lectures on subjects of general Catholic interest, and
generally to unite representative Catholics in a central
society for the promotion of common welfare. The first
meeting was held in the Academy of the Christian
Brothers, on Van Buren Street. An organization was
promptly effected, a charter obtained, and the Library
Association opened in rooms in the Oriental Building,
LaSalle Street. Roger J. Brass was chosen president,
and William H. Naulty secretary. The first board of
directors embraced most of those named above. Several

very successful lectures were given in the first season,
and the society entered upon a career of usefulness
which has been kept up without intermission to the
present time.
All the possessions of the library perished in the great
fire, and the work had to be commenced over again.
The association found shelter in the school-room attached
to St. Patrick's Church, and the nucleus of a new collec
tion of books was soon gathered. The presidents of the
association succeeding Mr. Brass, were Thomas A. Mo
ran, William A. Amberg, William H. Conden, William J.
Onahan (two terms), Washington Hesing, Patrick J.
Towle, Hugh J. Maguire, John Gaynor antl Thomas S.
Casey. At the time of the fire the library occupied rooms
in the Kent Building, Monroe Street. The first perma
nent quarters following the fire were in the Pike Build
ing, corner of State and Monroe streets, and later a change
was made to the fine hall in the Honore Building, Dear
born Street. The latest move, in May, 1885, was to rooms
on LaSalle Street, adjoining the old Board of Trade,
which are now occupied for the purposes of the library.
Meetings of the association are held quarterly, and
sociables anil other entertainments are given from time
to time. The membership list embraces some five hun
dred names, including most of the leading Catholics of
the city. The association has the approbation of His
Grace the Catholic Archbishop, and commands the
friendly support of the principal Catholic pastors. The
collection of books numbers nearly three thousand vol
umes, and the leading magazines and journals of Europe
and the United States are to be found on the tables.
CHICAGO ATHEN^UM.
The Chicago Athenasum, one of the most practical of
the many beneficent institutions in this city, was the
direct outcome of a disaster which awakened many
noble impulses of a lasting benefit to Chicago. On Octo
ber 17, 187 1, but a few days after the great fire, a pub
lic meeting was held of those who had become interested
in this movement, through the efforts of Rev. C. W.
Wendte, of this city, and William H. Baldwin, president
of the Young Men's Christian Union of Boston. The
meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Robert Collyer, Rev. Robert Laird Collier was made chairman, and
J. E. Gould secretary. The organization of the Young
Men's Christian Union of Chicago was effected at this
meeting, with David A. Gage as president; Charles Hall,
vice-president; Rev. C. W. Wendte, corresponding sec
retary; John H. Roberts, recording secretary; and W.
F. Coolbaugh, treasurer. The first board of directors
consisted of George M. Pullman, Rev. L. F. Chamber
lain, L. L. Coburn, Samuel Collier, George W. Mont
gomery and William Stanton.
Having been organized in the midst of wide-spread
desolation and suffering, one of the main features of the
work was, for this reason, philanthropic. The report
of Rev. C. W. Wendte on May 14, 1872, showed that,
through the new society, had been distributed, from the
Christian Union of Boston, seven hundred and fifty cases
of merchandise valued at $150,000; through the Rev.
Robert Collyer, from friends in England, one hundred
cases of merchandise; and one hundred and fifty cases
of merchandise from all other sources; affording relief
to nearly ten thousand people.
On May 8, 1874, the name was changed, by a unan
imous vote of the society, to the Chicago Athenreum.
The plan followed at first was largely modeled on the
workings of the Boston Union. At that period the
association was unable, through lack of the requisite
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means, to extend the educational features which are now
the chief work of the institution. For the first three years
the society was maintained almost entirely by the con
tributions of enterprising citizens, the only other source
of income being the small membership fee of one dollar.
In 1874 it inaugurated in addition to its reading-rooms
and like privileges, evening classes in German, French,
bookkeeping, vocal music, etc., for instruction in which
a moderate fee was charged. The success of this plan
was almost immediate, and to these classes others have
been added, till the school now presents a complete cur
riculum of all the useful educational branches, in which
instruction is given at very moderate rates. The re
port of the superintendent, Edward I. Galvin, for the
current year, states that nearly a thousand pupils have
received instruction during the year, who come not only
from this city and its suburbs, but from other parts of
the State, as well as from adjoining States.
The first roqrns of the association were opened in
May, 1872, at No. 758 Michigan Avenue. It was then
removed to No. 114 Madison Street, and afterward to
more ample quarters, at Nos. 63 and 65 Washington
Street. In the spring of 1878, the Athenaeum removed
to the new building, at Nos. 48 to 54 Dearborn Street,
which had been erected for its special accommodation.
This building, ninety by eighty feet, with its neat front
of pressed brick, ornamented with brown stone facings
and trimmings, is four stories high. The second, third
and fourth stories are occupied by the Athenaeum, the
second being used as the reading-room and library, in
addition to which there are on this floor eight wellappointed rooms for separate class instruction. The
third and fourth stories are thrown into one hall and
devoted to a spacious gymnasium, twenty-six feet high,
well lighted, and ventilated. The. gymnasium has a full
equipment of apparatus and six bath-rooms. Yearly
athletic tournaments are held, and much interest is man
ifested in this department of the Athenaeum's work.
The present corps of teachers number seventeen.
Five languages, including the classics, are taught by
special professors. Besides the common branches, there
are separate instructors in drawing, music (vocal and
instrumental), elocution, English literature, shorthand,
gymnastics and sparring.
The annual membership, entitling to privileges of
reading-room, etc., is one dollar, a contributing member
ship, adding the use of the gymnasium, costs ten dollars,
life memberships one hundred dollars. The govern
ment is vested in the usual officers and a board of
twelve directors elected for one, two and three years.
George M. Pullman was president from 1S72 to 1874, and
George N. Carpenter, secretary; Hon. Henry Booth was president
from 1874 to 1 38 1, and Kerd. W. Peck, secretary; Byron P. Moulton, now president, was elected in 1881, with John Wilkinson,
secretary and treasurer. Other officers are—Ferd. W. Peck, first
vice-president; John J. Glessner, second vice-president; Edward I.
Galvin, superintendent; Joseph Silvers, assistant superintendent;
with the following board of directors: Henry Booth, A. A. Carpen
ter, Eugene Cary, C. L. Hutchinson, William R. Page, William
T. Baker, A. C. Bartlett, J. J. P. Odell. O. S. A. Sprague, R. T.
Crane, Louis Wampold, Byron L. Smith. Charles R. Barrett is
the principal of the Busjness and Shorthand School.
The Chicago Mechanics' Institute, organized in
5843, whose library and records were all destroyed in
the great fire, has since united its interests with those
of the Athenaeum, and a large number of pupils have
yearly received free instruction under the provisions
of its organization. A very large part of the success of
the present Athenaeum is due to the efforts of the
Superintendent, Edward I. Galvin; and it is a widely
prevailing sentiment that this Institution, which has
27
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labored so faithfully for the public good during the
past fourteen years, is worthy of a permanent, spacious
and well-equipped building, that would do honor to the
enterprise and generosity of Chicago.
Rev. Edward I. Galvin, superintendent of the Chicago
Athenaeum,- a Unitarian divine, is the son of Thomas P. and Mar
tha A. Galvin, of Germantown, Penn., and was born in Calais,
Maine, on April 3, 1838. After receiving his elementary education
in New England, he finished his academical studies in Philadel
phia, and spent one year in a special classical course under the
guidance of the late Dr. Leonard Tafel. Having determined upon
the ministry as his work, he entered the theological department of
Harvard College, from which he graduated and was ordained in
1863. He was called to his first charge in Brookfield, Mass., and
was afterward settled in Peabody and Brighton District, Boston.
In 1864, he entered the army and was appointed lieutenant and act
ing chaplain of the 42d Massachusetts Infantry, and continued
with his command until mustered out at the end of that year. In
1876, he went to Portland, Oregon, as temporary supply for Rev.
T. L. Eliot, son of the well-known Rev. William G. Eliot, D.D.,
of St. Louis, and subsequently was active in missionary work in
Washington Territory. He continued in the Northwest until 1879,
when he came to Chicago, and during the succeeding two years
served as pastor of the West Side Unitarian Church, which, under
his leadership, was freed from a long standing debt. Upon being
unanimously elected to his present position as superintendent of the
Chicago Athenaeum, in December, 1S81, he accepted the honor and
has since devoted his entire energy and attention to the advance
ment of the interests of that excellent institution. His education,
and the ennobling experience of twenty years in the pulpit, eminentlyfit him for the responsibility of directing the varied affairs of the
Athenai-um, which, from its organization, has ever been wholly free
from a sectarian spirit, and, through his influence and control, this
institution has made marked progress, having not only been freed
from debt, but having laid the foundation of a permanent fund,
added a thousand volumes of choice literature to its library, and
opened the way to still greater prosperity. Mr. Galvin was married
to Miss Annie M. Stambach, of Philadelphia, on June 29, 1865.
Mrs. Galvin died in South Carolina in the spring of 1872, leaving
one child, Carroll D., a namesake of the eminent physician, the late
Dr. Dunham, of New York. His present wife was Miss Mary E.
Mack, formerly of St. Louis, to whom he was married, in Portland,
Oregon, on July 2, 1879.
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.
The Young Men's Christian Association, for the sec
ond time, suffered the loss of its building by fire, October
9, 187 1. The lecture-room of the First Baptist church,
on the corner of Wabash Avenue and Hubbard Court,
was secured for the noon-day prayer meeting, and used
until the completion of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church, on the corner of Washington and Clark streets,
where rooms were obtained for all of its meetings; a
business office, No. 97 Randolph Street, having been
previously occupied for the latter purpose.
The third building of the Association was completed
on the lot owned by it, at No. 148 Madison Street, on
November 26, 1874, and, together with Farwell Hall,
cost about $100,000. The Association had incurred a
large debt in the erection of this building, but through
the efforts of D. L. Moody, in 1877, $1 10,000 was raised
by subscription, and its pecuniary obligations were dis
charged. In 1882, the building was remodeled and
improved at a cost of $20,000. It now contains a gym
nasium, literary and class-rooms, reading-room, mem
bers' parlor, ladies' parlor, social room, lavatory and
library, besides offices and the spacious hall.
The aim of the Association is "to keep young men
from evil, and win them to be Christian gentlemen, in
dustrious workmen, good citizens, loyal to their homes
and church."
In addition to the religious instruction imparted,
lessons are given in German, vocal music, penmanship,
bookkeeping, phonography and mechanical drawing,
which every member is entitled to receive without any
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other charge than the payment of the annual fee of five
dollars. He is also entitled to the free use of the mem
ber's rooms, parlor, social room, library, gymnasium and
bath-rooms.
The labors, usefulness and influence of the Associa
tion are increasing each year. The membership, which
numbered twelve hundred and fifty-eight in 1880, on
January 1, 1885 (including three hundred and seventythree in the railroad department), had grown to be three
thousand one hundred and ten. Their church prefer
ences were as follows :
Methodist Episcopal, 445 ; Presbyterian, 395 ; Ro
man Catholic, 100; Independent, 157; Congregational,
396; Baptist, 327; Episcopal, 270; others, and no
choice, 647.
To show the extent and variety of the work of the
Young Men's Christian Association, the following table
is-copied from the last report :
Number of devotional services held (including those
in the hall, at the various charitable institutions
in the city and county, and open-air meetings). 1,189
Average attendance
140
Entertainments, lectures and socials
36
526
Average attendance
Lessons in the educational classes
251
Average attendance
45
General work.

No.of
days.

Attendance at reading rooms, No. 148 Madi
son Street, and employment office
Attendance at gymnasium
Baths taken
Employment for young men and boys
Young men furnished writing material
Young men referred to boarding houses
Visits to young men and the sick
—
Papers, magazines and bulletins distributed
Invitations to Gospel meetings

305
310
310
313
313
313
3''?

Aver-

High, secretary ; John V. Farwell, treasurer ; N. S. Boughton, E.
G. Keith, E. S. Albro, C. L. Currier, 1$. F. Jacobs, S. M. Moore,
Philip Myers, Orrington Lunt, H. Z. Culver.
WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.
The Woman's Christian's Association of Chicago was
organized on December 5, 1876, and incorporated on
April 12, 1877. The object of the Association is to pro
mote the moral, religious, intellectual and temporal wel
fare of women, especially those who are dependent upon
their own exertions for support. Its first work was to
assume, in December, 1876, the entire control of the
employment bureau of the Woman's Aid Association.
A dispensary was established at Farwell Hall, where gos
pel meetings were conducted. Next, a boarding-house
was opened, on May 22, 1877, at Nos. 15 14-16 Wabash
Avenue, for the accommodation of young women, where
all the comforts and privileges of a Christian home are
afforded, at a very low rate. The boarders are seam
stresses, teachers, students, clerks and compositors. A
Sunday Bible service is maintained and daily family
worship. The work of the Association is principally di
rected toward these three objects.
The following table, gathered from the annual reports,
shows the operations from the commencement of the
Association:
iS77. 1878. .879. 1880 1881. 1882 1883. 1884.

151.290 412
67,580 2lS
36,270 "7
3,f>99 7»
15,650 5"
2
626
5,110 «4
98,800
626,080

The work in the railroad department, which is com
mended by the general managers of many leading
railroad companies, is growing in general favor and im
portance. Three buildings, or stations, are maintained
for the operations of this branch of the Association, one
at Forty-seventh Street, one at Kinzie and Canal streets,
and one at Stewart Avenue. They are kept up at an
expense of about $8,000 per annum, which is contrib
uted by the different railroads.
The current expenses of the Association for 1884-85
were $31,156, the greater portion of which,—$24,000,—
was contributed.
The officers since 1872, have been—
Presidents—T. \V. Harvey, 1872-73 ; N. S. Bouton, 1874-75 '•
T. \V. Harvev, 1876-79; E. G. Keith, 1879-81; J. L. Houghteling, 1882-83;' John V. Farwell, Jr., 1884-85.
Secretaries—\V. W. Vanarsdale, 1872-78 ; A. T. Hemingway,
1878-85.
Treasurers—S. A. Kean, 1872-77 ; L. J. Gage, 1878-79 ; J.
V. Farwell, Jr., 1880-S2 ; J. L. Whitlock, 1883-85.
The officers and managers for 1885 were—
John V. Farwell, Jr., president; Cyrus H. McCormick, Jr.,
first vice-president ; S. A. Kean, second vice-president ; J. L.
Whitlock, treasurer; \V. II. Rice, recording secretary; A. T.
Hemingway, corresponding and general secretary ; A. G. Copeland, assistant general secretary ; G. B. Townsend, financial secre
tary ; J. M. Hitchcock, superintendent of employment; C. C.
Helmick, office secretary ; Olt Miller, superintendent of gymna
sium ; Mrs. S. G. Cleveland, city missionary ; E. A. McLane,
librarian.
Managers—John C. Grant, C. N. Fay, John Benham, E. T.
Blair, C. C. Kohlsaat, Osborn Sampson, J. L. Houghteling. \V.
I.. Midler, E. B. Smith. R. \V. Hare, Charles B. Corydon, O. W.
Potter.
Board of Trustees—H. E. Sargent president ; George M.

No. of persons fur
nished places . . . 1,497 1,200 444 124 174 114
No. of dispensary
visits .
900 1,000 1,919 2,185 2,249 1,369
No. of persons
treated - - 250 350 533 393 553 299
No. of admissions to
boarding house
72 120 135 150 200 200
No. of boarders at
30 30 35 30 38 36

79
600

54
40

228

10

160 160
34

40

In 1879, the Association decided to exclude appli
cations for domestic service, which accounts for the
falling off in the number of places furnished after that
year. The removal of the office of the employment
bureau and dispensary to No. 242 Wabash Avenue, in
1882, and to the boarding-house in 1883, were unfortu
nate, as the diminished results show, a good location in
a business center being essential to success.
What the Association needs to render its work more
efficient is a home of its own, where its efforts may be
concentrated. This the managers are endeavoring to
secure. A fund has been started for this purpose, which
already amounts to over $30,000, and the hopes of the
Association are in a fair way of being realized.
The annual members number about five hundred ;
life members, one hundred and forty ; honorary lile
members, forty. The annual dues amount to $764. The
expenses in 1884 were $1,867, tne boarding-house being
nearly self-sustaining.
The dispensary and employment office have been
removed to No. 184 Dearborn Street, where the business
of these bureaus is increasing, and much better results
are promised.
The officers and managers have been as follows:
President—Mrs. E. G. Clark, 1877-78 ; Mrs. Thomas H. Hill,
1879; Mrs. Leander Stone, 1S81-S6.
Secretaries—Mrs. P. I,. Underwood, 1S77 ; Mrs. C. D. Hamill,
1879-80 ; Mrs. T. M. Eddy, Mrs. D. F. Groves, 1881-82-83 ; Mrs.
E. B. Sherman,
; Mrs. C. I). Hamill, 1877-85 ; Mrs. W. W.
Wilcox, 1885-86.
Treasurers—Mrs. Chester Warner, 1877 ; Miss Helen Kingsley,
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1879-80: Mrs. J. D. Dezendorf, 1880-84; Miss S. E. Hurlbut, by combination, are enabled to purchase a better class
of paintings, becomes an incentive for their production.
1885-86.
Superintendents of Employment Bureau — Mrs. A. A. Todd, These societies result in the creation of schools of art,
1877 ; Miss Belle Stobee, 1870^-85.
cultivate an artistic taste higher than that which ex
Medical Superintendent of Dispensary—Dr. S. F. Baker, 1879 ; and
ists
in
the community for the time being. This general
Dr. Odelia Blinn, 1878-85.
Superintendents of Boarding-house—Mrs. P. W. Frisbie, 1877 ; diffusion of culture re-acts upon the individual, who
Mrs. M. H. Chisholm, 1S79-83.
comes to see in beauty, as exemplified in works of art,
Auditors—). M. Brodie, 1878 ; Thomas Hill, 1S80 ; A. L. Coe, a commercial value of which he had scarcely dreamed,
1881-S6.
Board of Managers (selected from the different churches)—Mrs. and he pays ungrudgingly such sums for pictures as he
J. H. Barrows, Mrs. James Leonard, Mrs. W. W. Wilcox, Mrs. C. would earlier have thought preposterous. When this
E. Gifford, Mrs. C. D. Hamill, Mrs. P. A. Avery, Mrs. S.J. McPher- sentiment possesses a community, the picture is no longer
son, Mrs. William Blair, Mrs. J. G. Coleman, Mrs. H. M. Ralston, regarded as a mere adornment of the walls; it becomes
Mrs. Robert Scott, Mrs. J. P. Ketcham, Mrs. John A. Rice, Mrs. C. the center around which the home grows, and an artis
H. Whiting, Mrs. J. 1. Eddy, Mrs. James Brodie, Miss S. E. Hurlbut, Mrs. P. G. Dodge, Mrs. W. W. Fuller, Mrs. John W. Merriman, tic unity prevades the dwelling with a sense of luxury
Mrs. William Best, Mrs. U. Clarke, Mrs. John Davison, Mrs. H. P. and refinement.
Stimson, Mrs. Hadley.Mrs. D. F. Groves, Mrs. George F.Cook, Mrs.
Of such a nature is the Art Institute, which sprang
R. E. Haskett, Mrs. W. D. Marsh, Mrs. W. W. Vanarsdale, Mrs. L. from the Academy of Design. Its founding was the
H. Carpenter, Mrs. Buckley, Mrs. Lucius C. Piatt, Mrs. Walter Fin
ney, Mrs. T. G. Morris, Mrs. Chester Warner, Mrs. J. R. Dewey, inevitable and natural result of that stage of culture
Mrs. George Herbert, Mrs.. J. M. Baker, Mrs. C. J. Richardson, Mrs. which seeks the gratification of its instincts outside the
F. Nickerson, Mrs. H. M. Scudder, Mrs. Samuel Delamater, Mrs. restrictions which might be placed upon it by creative
Henry W. Bliss, Miss Isabel F. Temple, Mrs. J. N. Adams, Mrs. D. art. As everywhere else, the Institute has here made it
J. True, Mrs. Williams, Mrs. C. A. Stewart, Mrs. C. F. Pierce, Mrs. possible for artists to realize better returns for their
M. M. Scovil, Mrs. M. P. Hatfield, Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. John E. Wil
son, Mrs. E. Crane Wilson, Mrs. J. Williamson, Mrs. James Garrett, work, and has enhanced the appreciation of their
Mrs. G. B. Drake, Mrs. M. J. Thompson, Miss M. E. True, Mrs. S. efforts. It has given a positive and strong impetus to
B. Vowell, Mrs. John Calkins, Mrs. E. Honsinger, Mrs. M. S. Ma
all forms of artistic creation, and its exhibits have served
ther, Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Brewster, Mrs. Buck, Mrs. P. S. Henson, Mrs. to reveal the wealth of art treasures owned in Chicago.
Leander Stone, Mrs. Francis Larned, Mrs. L. H. Smith, Mrs. C. T.
Hoggs, Mrs. W.T. Burgess, Mrs. W. E. Smith, Mrs. S. M. Andrews, At the loan exhibit which marked its opening, the pro
Mrs. A. J. Wise, Mrs. John Spry, Mrs. J. B. Storey, Mrs. A. Vaughn, ductions of not less than one hundred of the best ar
Mrs. H. A. Parmelee, Mrs. F. W. Parker, Mrs. S. V. Shipman, Mrs. tists of the age were on its walls, among them being
Moses Jones, Mrs. J. M. VanOsdel, Mrs. G. C. Lorimer, Mrs. John
noted names as Trayon, Bouguereau, Maurice LeTyler, Mrs. J. G. Parker, Mrs. W. F. Orcutt, Mrs. H. A. Rust, Mrs. such
loir,
Ed.
Yon, Rosa Bonheur, Jerome, Vernier, Detaille,
L.
Short,
Mrs.
Willard
Smith,
Mrs.
C.
C.
Kohlsaat,
Mrs.
H.
H.
JR ice, Mrs. A. H. Tagert, Mrs. II. E. Decatur, Mrs. W. M. Tilden, Meissonier, Rico, Van Marcke, Corot, Diaz, Willet, DeMrs. James Flower, Mrs. E. J. Douglass, Mrs. B. F. Fleetwood, Nittis, Aubert, Outin, Ziem, Michetti, Merle, Schreyer,
Mrs. G. H. Harlow, Mrs. A. M. Waterbury, Mrs. F. H. Gardner, Boughton, Kate Greenaway, Bridgman, Shirland, VedMrs. S. D. Loring, Mrs. John Ela, Mrs. II. B. Fnsworth, Mrs. J. der, Meyer von Bremen, David Neale, Witt, Quarterley,
D. Dezendorf, Mrs. J. W. Ware, Mrs. C. G. Havman, Mrs. E. A.
Hull, Mrs. C. R. Dennett, Mrs. N. R. Stone, Mrs. E. B. Sherman, and others equally famous. That such a showing should
Mrs. H. C. Hoyt, Mrs. A. V. Hartwell, Mrs. A. Brownell, Mrs. C. E. be made barely a decade after the accumulated art treas
Butters.
ures of years had been swept away in a night, was matter
at once for surprise and congratulation.
ART.
Other institutions have existed in Chicago during the
period treated in this volume. In 1880, a number of
With the growth of Chicago's material interests and young artists organized the Chicago Art League, which
the accumulation of wealth by her citizens, has come opened rooms on Van Buren Street, and projected an ex
hibition. In the course of two or three years, the
that broadening of artistic tastes which inevitably fol
lows the possession of means for their gratification. society diminished in numbers, ceased to hold regular
Her wealthy citizens, from their travels in Europe, meetings, and is now practically extinct. In 1 881, the
bring back treasures from the studios of France and Chicago Art Guild was organized, and for several years
Italy; and in their homes and private galleries are now maintained rooms on Wabash Avenue. Its membership
to be found the works ot the most distinguished artists was not confined to artists in the strict sense, and the
in the world. That this is so, is attested by the long organization was largely social in its nature. Other asso
lists of noted painters which appear in the catalogues ciations have been formed from time to time, but those
of the "loan exhibits " which are given from time to time. of any prominence all receive due mention in the pages
A potent factor in the creation and dissemination of following.
There are now nearly four hundred artists in Chicago
a desire for the possession of objects of art, and the
growth of an artistic sense in a community, is ever the who earn a livelihood by their profession, and probably
Art Association. This generally finds its first expression not less than two thousand students who are earnestly
in the union of artists for mutual improvement and the engaged in making themselves proficient in art. Al
imparting of instruction, together with the exhibition of though there may be few institutions where instructions
their works. Of such a nature was the Academy of are given, there is scarcely an artist who has not a num
Design, which had attained to a good degree of success ber of pupils. Many of these teachers, having been
grounded in the principles of their art in Europe, are
at the time of the fire. It was subsequently re-organ
ized, and for several years maintained its exhibitions abundantly competent to impart the necessary prepara
and instruction with varying success. But associations tion for foreign study, which is taken advantage of
by those who wish to go abroad to obtain perfection in
of this nature have never furnished to artists the stimu
lus which comes from a ready market for their higher their professon.
productions. Even in the older countries of Europe the
The Vincennes Gallery of Fine Arts is located
exhibitions of the academies, successful as they were, in one of the most delightful residence districts in Chi
failed to induce that demand for the best achievements cago, on Vincennes Avenue, near Aldine Square. It
of the painter whicli followed the establishment of the was established in 1876, by D. Knight Carter, and, in
Art Unions. So, an association of patrons of art, who, 1880, a syndicate, comprised of Henry Arthur Elkins,
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Frank C. Bromley and other artists, was formed for the
purpose of establishing a permanent gallery for the exhi
bition and sale of oil paintings, and for the further pur
pose of providing a temporary home for those artists
who happened to be in this city. In 1881, the present
buildings were finished at a cost of $30,000, and since
that time it has been a flourishing institution. The main
gallery is the finest gallery-interior west of New York,
and contains hundreds of valuable paintings, conspicu
ous among which are Mr. Elkins's masterpiece, " Sierra
Madre," valued at $20,000. " Sunset on the Mediter
ranean," by Haubtman, " A Scene in the Bavarian Alps,"
by Schreyer, and scores of others equally artistic, both
foreign and American. Above the doors, at either end
of the room, are groups of imported statuary, and upon
the marble - finished wainscoting are basso-relievos in
bronze from Europern art centers. The walls are cov
ered with pictures by various artists throughout the
United States, and contributions are continually re
ceived. Twelve other rooms are devoted to oil paint
ings, and the storeroom contains nearly five hundred
pictures, each valuable because of intrinsic merit. Mr.
Elkins, the originator of the gallery, was one of the
leading American artists. At the age of nineteen he
painted his first great picture, "Morning in the Valley."
It was exhibited at P. M. Almini's art store on Clark Street,
where it was seen by Ex-Yice-President Colfax, who
purchased it for $500. No other American landscape
painter has thrown upon canvas such majestic grandeur
of mountain scenery, atmospheric perspective, and such
bold and yet delicate handling of cloud effects. Art
lost a favorite son through the death of Mr. Elkins,
which occurred on July 25, 1884, at Georgetown, Colo.
His works are principally owned by the Vincennes
Gallery.
Frank C. Bromley, a landscape and marine artist of great
promise, was born at Eureka, near Oshkosh, Wis., on May 30, 1859.
He received a common school education, most of his hours of recre
ation being passed in studying nature and transferring his vivid
impressions to paper. Having determined to become an artist, he
bent his endeavors toward that end with that courage and enthusi
asm which have always been marked traits of his character. His
means were scanty, which only spurred him on the more, and leaving
his native town he came to Chicago and became a pupil of Henry
A. Elkins, the great landscape painter. Spending much of his time
in drawing and in sketching from nature, he turned everything that
he saw into conceptions remarkably original. At length he was
enabled to gather sufficient means to obtain the advantages of Eu
ropean study and training. Placing himself under the best of in
structors in 1881, one of his paintings was admitted to the Paris
Salon. At this time he was a pupil of Meissonnier. Since Mr.
Bromley's return from Europe, his studio has been in the American
Express Building, where he has a large class of pupils. His special
ties in painting are mountain landscape scenery, marine and cattle
painting—embracing both foreign and domestic examples—and his
productions manifest great facility, fancy and taste. His easy and
polished manners, coupled with his energy and ability, have made
him hosts of friends and added to his standing before the public.
Mr. Bromley is the son of Lester R. and Frances H. Bromley,
being a direct descendant of William Bromley, associate engineer
of the Royal Academy, who engraved the Elgin Marbles for the
British Museum. He was married at Washington, on October 30,
1884, to Miss Willimene W. Peckham, of that city.
Frank Russell Green, one of the youngest and most prom
ising artists in Chicago, was born in this city, on April 16, 1S56.
He is the son of Russell and Caroline Green, his father coming to
Chicago in 1836 and engaging in the lumber business. Mr. Green
died in May, 18S0. his wife still surviving him. The son's mind
early showed an artistic propensity, his pencil coming as naturally
to his hand as a top or knife to the fingers of the average boy. In
1873, he commenced to use his brush, going to the Rocky Moun
tains, with Henry A. Elkins, during the same year. There he im
bibed the beauties and grandeurs of the superb landscapes of that
region, and transferred his vivid impressions to canvas in several
works of merit. In 1880, he went abroad and, after studying in
Paris a short time, returned to Chicago. He then spent about a
year and a half in Boston and New York City.occupying himself prin

cipally in illustrating for Harper Brothers, John A. Lowell & Co.,
and other prominent publishing houses. In the fall of 18S3, he
returned to Europe, prosecuting his artistic labors in Paris for about
fourteen months. Among his works which attracted the most atten
tion here may be mentioned " Francesca da Rimini," " The Death
of Juliet" and the ' Palace of Indolence." "The Toilers of the
Sea," exhibited in London, is also one of his strongest pieces. Since
returning to Chicago, he has devoted himself almost exclusively to
figure-painting, in which specialty he takes high rank, his pictures
meeting with a ready sale in many of the art centers of the East.
Mr. Green was married on May 23, 1S77, to Miss Ilattie J. Collins,
of Campton, Kane Co. , 111.
Academy of Design.—The academicians of the Chi
cago Academy of Design came together in 1873, and
re-organized, choosing H. C. Ford as their president.
About a dozen persons were engaged in this enter
prise, including artists Volk, Spread, Brown, Bigelow,
Schwerdt and Root, who were materially assisted by
Belden F. Culver. J. F. Gookins was the first teacher.
They rented the upper part of Yolk's building, corner
of Michigan Avenue and Yan Buren Street, and the
Academy was soon in a prosperous condition. Studios
and an art-gallery were fitted up, together with a gen
eral school-room.
Drawing from the antique and
studies from life were taught at evening schools in the
gallery proper.
The Academy was successful for two years, when, in
1875, it removed to Pike's Building, corner Monroe and
State streets. The fifth floor of the building was taken
out, giving the Academy a large gallery some twentyfive feet high; and it was also provided with a gallery
for oil colors, another for water colors, and a third for
drawing. H. F. Spread became teacher after the Acad
emy was well under way. The patronage was encour
aging, and for a year and a half things seemed to go
along smoothly; then dull times came, with business
depression and falling off of pupils, until the institution
was no longer able to pay its heavy rental and meet
other legitimate expenses. A plan was matured by which
a board of twenty-five managing trustees was chosen
from leading merchants. J. H. Dole was appointed
president, Murry Nelson vice-president, J. I). Gage
treasurer, and W. M. R. French secretary.
The affairs of the Academy moved along smoothly
and prosperously for the next year, when disagreements
regarding the art conduct of the school arising between
the board and the academicians, the trustees withdrew
from the Academy, and then the creditors foreclosed their
mortgage liens, entered judgment and took out execu
tions, and the paraphernalia, accessories and material
were sold by the sheriff. Discouraged, but not entirely
disheartened, the Academy started on a smaller scale,
hiring a room on the third floor of the American Ex
press Company's building, on Monroe Street, where their
schools were re-established and studios opened, but no
public exhibition of pictures was attempted.
J. C. Cochrane was president of the Academy in
1881-82, and Enoch Root occupied that office in
1883-84. Not making satisfactory progress, it was de
cided to discontinue its schools. The academicians,
who are some sixty in number, keep up their organiza
tion, and at the annual election in November, 1884,
chose the following officers for the ensuing year: Presi
dent, D. F. Bigelow; Vice President, Frank M. Pebbles;
Secretary, John Stauffer; Treasurer, J. J. G. Burgheffer;
Council, A. J. Pickering, J. R. Sloan, H. C. Schwerdt,
Leonard W. Volk, James F. Gookins, J. E. Verbeck.
The members propose an early re-organization and a
resumption of active operations, and feel sanguine that
the Chicago Academy of Design will, at no distant date,
attain to more than its former prestige.
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C. F. SCHWERDT, portrait painter, one of the oldest and most
prosperous artists of Chicago, was born in Hesse-Cassel, Germany,
on October 18, 1836. ilis father was a physician, and young
Schwerdt received a good preliminary education in the schools of his
native place, also pursuing his art studies there. In 1852, his father
being dead, he moved to Cleveland, Ohio, with his mother, one of
his uncles having previously located in that city. Mr. Schwerdt
continued his studies in the line of portrait-painting, receiving in
struction, among others, at the hand of Julius Golman. He re
mained in Cleveland seventeen years, painting the portraits of many
leading citizens, among others those of Judge E. Hessenmueller and
family. Coming to Chicago in 1869, he opened a studio, imme
diately connecting himself with the Chicago Academy of Design, of
which he is still a member. Afterward removing to the CrosbyOpera House, he was burned out in the great fire. Since that time
his career has been one of prosperity, and he has painted portraits of
Joseph Medill, Samuel S. Hayes, Judge Tuley, Charles H. Reed,
Andrew Shuman, H. A. Cohn, Hermann Raster, George Schneider,
Henry B. Bryant, Charles Kern, Conrad Seipp and John H.
McAvoy. He has also painted a number of well known Milwaukee
citizens. Mr. Schwerdt was also one of the originators of the Chi
cago Art Club, of which he is still a member. He was married in
1862, at Cleveland, to Miss Sophia Gebhard. They have two chil
dren, —Jessie, who is cultivating her musical talent in New York
City; and Julius, who is attending school in Chicago.
The Art Institute of Chicago.—Upon the appli
cation of Marshall Field, Murry Nelson, Charles D.
Hamill, Ferd. W. Peck and George E. Adams, a certifi
cate of incorporation was issued on May 24, 1879, by
the Secretary of State of Illinois, under which the Chi
cago Academy of Fine Arts was established ; the name beingafterward changed, on December 21, i882,toThe Art
Institute of Chicago. The objects of the incorporation
were declared to be "the founding and maintaining of
schools of art and design, the promotion and exhibition
of collections of objects of art, and the cultivation and
extension of the arts of design by any appropriate
means." The Institute succeeded to the pictures and
material of the Academy of Design, which had been
bought in at the sheriff's sale.
The trustees proposed to establish a museum and a
school of art, embracing within their scope painting,
sculpture, architectural decoration and art in its techni
cal applications. The governing powers of the institu
tion are vested in a board of twenty-one trustees, elected
by a body of governing members, who are chosen by
ballot and pay a fee of one hundred dollars. The trus
tees choose an executive committee, consisting of a
president, vice-president and five other members. Hon
orary members may be chosen from among persons
who have rendered eminent services to the institution,
or who have meritorious claim to the rank of patrons of
art. The first president of the Art Institute was George
Armour, E. W. Blatchford being vice-president. The
second president was Levi Z. Leiter, with Charles L.
Hutchinson for vice-president. The latter was elected
the third president, in June, 1882, and is the present
executive officer.
From its incipiency the Art Institute maintained a
vigorous and healthy art school, and held occasional
receptions and exhibitions in Pike's Building, at the
southwest corner of State and Monroe streets, under
the management of the secretary, VV. M. R. French.
In 1882-83, the Institute purchased the property at the
corner of Michigan Avenue and Van Buren Street. On
a part of the lot was soon afterward erected, at a cost of
$22,000, the building now occupied by the association,
the larger building on the front of the lot being partly
rented. The new galleries were formally opened to the
public by a popular reception given on January 13,
1884, when a fine loan collection of paintings, gathered
entirely from private galleries in Chicago, was exhibited.
In 1882, N. H. Carpenter was elected secretary, and
still holds that office. A series of exhibitions was held in
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the galleries on Van Buren Street during years 1883-85.
The foundation of a permanent collection was laid by
the acquisition, through purchase or gift, of pictures
and casts of antique sculpture. At this time the school
numbered about two hundred students, and the property
of the Institute was valued at about $80,000.
During the summer of 1885, under the lead of C. L.
Hutchinson, the president, provision was made for the
purchase of additional land south of the Institute, and
also for the erection of a large museum building, front
ing on Michigan Avenue, to cost $80,000. One-half
this sum was donated, in sums of $1,000 each, while the
remainder was raised by the issue of bonds. The build
ing will be in the Romanesque style, and will have a
frontage of eighty-four feet, the walls being of two
colors of brown stone, four stories high. There will be
galleries for collections, class-rooms, school-rooms, and
every appointment of a first-class Art Institute. The
third and fourth stories, as soon as finished, will be
occupied by the Chicago Literary Club, the Fortnightly
Club, and the Women's Club. It is expected that the
new building will be completed in the summer of 1886.
The art school already takes rank among the best
institutions of its class in the country. It numbers
about two hundred and thirty students, has ten teachers,
and includes instruction in drawing from the antique,
drawing and painting from the human figure, still-life
painting, composition, artistic anatomy, modeling, per
spective, and ornamental designing, with occasional
lectures upon other subjects. There are, besides, large
evening and Saturday classes, designed especially for
the accommodation of teachers and pupils of the public
schools. The following are the officers :
C. L. Hutchinson, president ; Edson Keith, vice-president ;
L. J. Gage, treasurer; N. H. Carpenter, secretary; W. M. R.
French, director of school and galleries. Executive Committee :
C. L. Hutchinson, Edson Keith, J. H. Dole, Joseph M. Rogers,
C. D. Hamill, W. F. Blair, W. T. Baker. Trustees: C. L.
Hutchinson, D. W. Irwin, E. W. Blatchford, W. F. Blair, Joseph
M. Rogers, W. T. Baker, N. K. Fairbank, O. S. A. Sprague,
George N. Culver, H. N. Hibbard, Albert Hayden, C. D. Hamill,
George E. Adams, S. M. Nickerson, L. Z. Leiter, Edson Keith,
Marshall Field, Lambert Tree, Henry Field, J. H. Dole and John
C. Black.
A.J. Rupert, a professor of the Art Institute and instructor of
the life classes, was born at Fort Plain, N. V., on August 19, 1854.
He came to Chicago at the age of eighteen, and commenced his
career as a fresco painter with Almini. Mr. Rupert also studied in
the Academy of Design, and in 1876 went to Munich, where for four
years he was a student of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts. He
then travelled extensively throughout Europe, visiting the chief points
of interest in England, France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland and
Italy, and returning in 1881. Mr. Rupert has always made a spe
cialty of figure-painting and working from life. Besides being a
leading member of the Art Institute, he is also connected with the
Western Art Association and is, all in all, considered as among the
most promising of the younger artists in Chicago.
J. H. Vanderpoel, one of the instructors in the Art Institute in
drawing from the antique, was born in Holland in 1S57. At the
age of eleven years he came to Chicago with his parents, and was
educated in the public schools of this city. Mr. Vanderpoel received
his first instruction as a portrait artist from James F. Gookins and H .
F. Spread, and soon after the organization of the Chicago Art Insti
tute, he was appointed to his present position. He is considered as
among the rising artists of the city, his special line of work being
figure-painting and portraits. During 18S6 it is his intention to
take a European tour for study, remaining some time in Munich,
Paris and Holland, and then make Chicago his permanent place of
residence.
Exposition Art-Hall.—In September, 1872, the
Inter-State Industrial Exposition of Chicago opened an
Art-Hall in the Exposition Building on the Lake Front,
which continued from the first week of that month un
til the third week of the following month. In this hall,
which contains six art galleries, were exhibited a credit
able collection of oil and water-color paintings, engrav
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ings, statuary, and bronzes, under the management of an
art committee. This exhibit has been continued annually,
down to the present time, in connection with the State
exhibition, and has uniformly been attended with success,
gaining in interest and importance with each succeeding
year. It is properly a loan exhibit, embracing not only
works of art executed by Chicago painters and fine
pictures borrowed from many of our citizens, but also, in
some cases, almost entire collections from galleries in
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and other cities.
In 1882, the art exhibition was given under the di
rection of the committee, James H. Dole, Laurence C.
Earle and Henry F. Spread, Miss Sarah T. Hollowell
being then, as well as for a number of years previously,
the secretary. The marked feature of the exhibit was a
collection of prints loaned by James L. Claghorn, of
Philadelphia, forming a sort of chronological catalogue
of works of art from the year 1420 down to contempor
aneous times. For variety, rarity, and excellence of
impression, this has never been equaled in this country,
the exhibit including examples of many of the best en
gravers of the different schools. The collection em
braced three hundred and one representations. Other
departments of the exhibit that year consisted of two
hundred and ninety-seven oil paintings, one hundred
and twenty-six water colors; and the casts of marble
and bronze statuary and architectural fragments, which
are owned by the management, and are never removed
from the room of the art department. Thirty-nine Chi
cago artists exhibited sixty-four pictures.
For the 1883 exhibition, commencing on September
5 and continuing to October 20, the art committee was
James H. Dole, Charles L. Hutchinson, Watson F.
Blair, Charles D. Hamill and Harry D. Spears, Miss
Hollowell continuing as secretary. The associated art
ists of New York made a special exhibit of embroidery,
painting, and arrangement of color in art fabrics ; and
there were hung in the galleries three hundred and fiftyseven oil paintings and one hundred and forty-four
water-color pictures. The characterizing feature, how
ever, was the exhibition of twenty-two paintings from
the Paris Salon of 1882-83, embracing works by F. A.
Bridgman, George W. Chambers, Charles N. Davis,
Sarah Paxton, Ball Dobson, Ruger Donohoe, Clifford
P. Grayson, William H. Howe, Alexander Harrison,
Charles E. Moss, Frank Moss, Henry Mosler, F. C. Penfold, F. D. Williams and L. L. Williams.
In 1884, the art committee was James H. Dole,
Charles L. Hutchinson and Henry Field, with Miss Hol
lowell as secretary. The exhibition opened on Septem
ber 3 and closed October 18. Sixteen pictures from the
Paris Salon were exhibited, from the pencils of Bridg
man, Dobson, Donohoe, Grayson, Alexander Harrison,
Penfold, Walter F. Brown, Walter Blackman, F. M.
Boggs, William M. Chase, George W. Chambers, Wal
ter Gay, Birge Harrison and William T. Richards. The
Society of American Artists (of which Abbott H. Thayer
was president, with eighty-two members) exhibited sev
enty-four paintings. The total exhibit was three hun
dred and seventy-four oil and one hundred and eight
water-color paintings, including sixty-five painted by
forty-one Chicago artists, ten from a Chicago sales-gallery
and forty-six loaned from the private galleries of the city.
The 1885 exhibition opened on September 2 and
closed on October 17. The art committee was James H.
Dole, Charles L. Hutchinson, Henry Field and Walter
C. Lamed, with Miss Hollowell as secretary. The cat
alogue embraced two hundred and thirty-five oil and
one hundred and three water-color paintings. Nine
pictures were from the Paris Salon. Thirty-six Chicago

artists placed on exhibition sixty-eight paintings. The
Boston Oil Club loaned five pictures ; the Massachu
setts Charitable Mechanic Association, seven ; the Amer
ican Art Association of New York, three ; thirteen were
from private galleries in Chicago ; and the remainder
mostly from sales-galleries in Boston and New York.
Ninety-one local artists have had their pictures hung
in the annual exhibitions. They are :
Mrs. E. L. S. Adams, Peter Baumgras, Mrs. P. Baumgras,
Miss Lizzie Baxter, A. D. Beecher, D. F. Bigelow, Mrs. F. N.

Bond, Miss Byrd Bryan, Frank C. Bromley, A. F. Brooks, Paul
Brown, J. J. G. Burghoffer, A. Chatairo, George E. Colby, Mrs.
E. P. Cobb, Mrs. George D. Cobb, Mrs. M. A. Davenport, Miss
V. E. Day, Miss Minnie E. Day, J. H. Drury, Miss Lucy Durhan,
L. C. Earle, W. R. Eaton, Oscar Eschke, Miss Gertrude Estabrooks, Miss Rose Kay, Miss Emma B. Fennimore, E. L. Field,
George H. Gay, Mrs. Alice T. Gardin, Mrs. Edwin L. Gillette,
Miss Lillian L. Gardanier, D. D. Grover, Dennett Grover, Cyrenius Hall, E. R. Harrington, N. P. Harrison, H. W. Hayde'n,
Miss Mary E. Harrison, C. M. Hills, Miss Ellen A. Holmes Mrs.
H. V. Holmes, Miss Annie W. Jones, A. W. Kenney, Mrs. M. A.
Kennicott, Miss Ada Kennicott, Henry Koch, Miss Marie Koupal,
Miss E. W. Larrabee, N. Ledochowski, Mrs. Henry W. Leman,
Miss A. Byford Leonard, Mrs. M. Koupal-I.usk, Miss J. M. Meech,
Frida McKersch, Miss Anna R. Morey, Frank Moulton, Mrs. I. E.
S. Noyes, Richard Pauli, H. C. Payne, Arthur J. Pickering, George
W. Piatt, Mrs. M. McD. Pullman, Mrs. R. B. Preussner, Miss C.
E. Powers, C. P. Ream, H. M. Rosenberg, A. J. Rupert, Alexan
der Schilling, William Schmedtgen, Miss Elizabeth L. Shackford,
Miss Annie C. Shaw, Mrs. S. Van D. Shaw, Miss Mary Shedd,
Jennie R. Sloan, (Jean Smith, Henry F. Spread, Albert E. Sterner,
Rev. Morton Stone, Lee Sturges, Miss Lizzie H. Switzer, Mrs. O.
G. Ventres, Miss Carrie D. Wade, Alexander Watts, E. E. Wil
kinson, Mrs. Madalena Winn, Mrs. M. A. Wright and H. H.
Zearing.
M. H. Holmes, most favorably known in art circles, was born
at Philadelphia, on December 24, 1836. He is the son of T. W.
and Martha (Hayes) Holmes, both artists of standing, his father
being the oldest teacher in drawing and painting now living in the
country. From him the son inherited many of his characteristic talents
and also received from him a most thorough training in those lines
of which he is now a master himself. In 1855, Mr. Holmes re
moved to Minnesota, engaging in various pursuits, but devoting his
best energies to art. L'pon the breaking out of the War, he joined
the service, and remained in it until i860. During the same year
he actively resumed his profession and, removing to St. Louis, soon
became well-known as one of the most efficient instructors in the
State. He introduced drawing and painting into the Washington
University, in that city, and taught also in many of its leading institu
tions. When he left St. Louis in 1868, he carried with him the most
flattering indorsements from W. G. Eliot and W. Chauvenet, re
spectively the president and chancellor of the University, as well as
from others who were intimately acquainted with him and his
methods of instruction. In 1867, Professor Holmes located at St.
Paul. During his residence there he was connected with Hamline
University and founded the Academy of Fine Arts. Professor
Holmes came to this city in 1868, and continued to labor earnestly
in his profession, being connected with the University of Chicago, in
his capacity as master of drawing, for nine years. He also filled
a like position at the Northwestern University, Evansfon, and has
been accorded the highest testimonials from J. C. Burroughs,
chancellor of the University of Chicago, and Lemuel Moss, its
president; C. II. Fowler, president of the Northwestern University;
P. N. Haskell, superintendent of schools, Hyde Park (Professor
Holmes having been instructor of drawing in the town schools
for live years); and S. S. Norton, president of the Mount Vernon
Military Academy, Washington Heights, Cook County. In 1875,
Professor Holmes established the Chicago School of Art, which is
now flourishing under his direction. Professor Holmes is the
author of Holmes's Drawing Books, published by Harper Bros.,
and they have received the highest testimonials by the profession
and the press as being the best series ever published. He has
recently prepared a new and more advanced series, which is now
ready for publication.
Cadurcis Plantaoenf.t Ream was born at Lancaster, Ohio,
on May 8, 183S, at which place, until he was twenty years of age,
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he attended school. At the age of ten he began to develop a taste
for drawing, taking fruit for his subjects, in which, in later years,
he has become famous as an artist painting fruit subjects in oil.
In the entire technique of representative qualities and modes of
execution, his pieces are wonderfully realistic and tantalizing to
even the most fastidious appetite of the lover of good things. The
beautiful and iridescent hues of the vases, the crystalline qualities of
the goblets, the bijouterie adornments of his tables, with the reflec
tion in their polished surface, are fitting accessories. Mr. Ream
has travelled all over this country, has visited all the principal
galleries of Europe, and last year was at the National Exhibition in
Berlin, Germany. Among the wealthy lovers of art in the principal
cities of this country and of Europe, his paintings are well known
and have been sold. For two years, he occupied a studio at No. 46
East Fourteenth Street, New York City. He came to Chicago in
1878, and opened a studio with Judge Freeron Clark Street, then
at the Equitable Building, on Dearborn and Washington streets,
whence he moved to his present location. In May, 1882, he
married Miss Marie Gatzemeyer, of Hanover, Germany; they have
one son, Cadurcis Plantagenet, jr.
John Anderson, portrait and figure painter, was born at Cin
cinnati, on March 27, 1S56. The next year, his father removed to
Keokuk, Iowa, where Mr. Anderson spent his early years. He be
gan to seriously study his profession in 1870, John Hagney, of
Newark, N. J., being his first instructor. He afterward pursued
his studies under John Mulvaney. of Iowa, and subsequently of this
city. In 1874, he took a course in Keokuk, under George Upp.
In 1875, he went to Cincinnati and entered the School of Design
under P. S. Noble. In 1877, he went to Europe, and studied a
short time under Professors Barth and Wagner, of the Royal Acad
emy of Fine Arts at Munich. In the fall of 1879, 'n company with
other students of the Duvenic School, he spent a season in visiting
Florence, Rome, Venice, Naples, Genoa and other points of artis
tic interest in Italy, his headquarters being at Florence. He after
ward travelled through portions of Spain, France and England, and
then returned to his home in Iowa, where he opened a studio in
Keokuk, and remained two years, and in the fall of 1883 took a
position in the Washington University, St. Louis. In June, 1884,
he came to Chicago. Mr. Anderson is one of the originators of the
Western Art Association, whose first exhibition, in January, 1885,
was so commendable.
Illinois Art Association.—The Illinois Art Asso
ciation was organized in 1882, by members of the Illi
nois Club, and it was duly chartered under the laws of
the State. The capital stock was originally $10,000,
but, in 1884, it was increased to $25,000. The objects
of the Association are "to accumulate a permanant col
lection of paintings and other art objects ; to cultivate
the taste and afford pleasure to the members and their
families, and to encourage and foster local art." The
first exhibition was held in November, 1882, in the
rooms of the Illinois Club, on Ashland Avenue; and
though the Association labored under serious disadvan
tages in not having skylight and a properly constructed
gallery, the exhibition was in every sense successful.
In 1884, the Association constructed new galleries in the
building of the Illinois Club, consisting of a main gal
lery, devoted exclusively to oil-paintings, two rooms for
water-colors, and a library. The Art Association has
acquired, by gift or purchase, the following oil paintings:
"La Cigale," F. A. Bridgman, from the Paris Salon, 1883;
"Bright Glances," Leoncini ; "Portrait" (unknown), Gilbert
Stuart; "Grandfather's Present," C. Rinalde ; "On the Edge of
the Marsh." Alexander Schilling; " Spring-time," Richard Pauli;
"Before Election," John B. Tuttini; " Disputed Property," L. C.
Earle; "Ask Mama," A. Achille Glisenti ; "Return from the
Hunt," Philip Wouverman; "A Hard Fate," Bruzzi; "A Fast
Day," Torrini; "Preparing for the Hunt," Wouverman; "The
Pet Cat," J. Bellei; "A Good Housewife," Glisenti; "At the
Opera," H. F. Spread; "Betrayed," Todaro ; "Good Friends"
(water-color), M. Faustini. The walls at the present time are hung
with thirty-two oil paintings, including, among the loaned works,
Bierstadt's " Yosemite Valley" and Charles Sprague Pearce's
" Beheading of John the Baptist."
Board of Management. —Directors: O. S. A. Sprague, John
J. Glessner, George N. Culver, W. J. Pope, Samuel P. McConnell,
Joseph M. Rogers and Chris. Holtz. Joseph M. Rogers, presi
dent; W. J. Pope, vice-president; S. P. McConnell, secretary; and
George N. Culver, treasurer.
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Private Galleries.—Following are given some of
the notable collections in this city.
Columbia Theatre.—In August, 1884, a collection
of thirty high-class works of art, of the modern school,
was opened by the management of the Haverly Theater
(since called the Columbia), the whole costing $88,000,
and embracing the following well-known paintings :
" Romeo and Juliet " and "Francescada Rimini," Frank Russell
Green; " Eternal Snowsof Colorado, ' Frank C. Bromley; "Niagara,"
Bromley and Green; "Ruby Lake, Nevada," George E. Colby;
"Ahoy !" Clifford P. Grayson ; " The Golden Gate," John R. Key;
" The Sultan's Favorite," Benjamin Constant; " At theBal Masque,"
George Clairin: "Apollo and the Nine Muses," Augusto Wolf; " Per
fuming after the Bath," Benjamin Constant; "A Sudden Storm,"
A. Schenck; " The Three Fates," Augusto Wolf ; " In the Boudoir,"
A.Piot; "The Honeymoon," "Grandfather's Birthday," E.Toudouze;
"Star of the Ballet," and "Star of the Night," Leon Comerre ;
" Spring," Leo Herbo; "Dressing the Bride," Hector Leroux; "Ne
apolitan Flower Girl," Augusto Wolf; "Engagement near St. Cloud,
1870," J. A. Walker; "A Vestal Virgin Carrying Water," "The
Sacred Fire Extinguished," Hector Leroux ; " After You, Sir," G.
Kotschenreiter; "Autumn" (figure), Charles Baugniet ; " Moonlight
on the Lake," Zuener ; " Sunset in Holland," Schelhuis ; " Roses,"
Miss Mary Osthaus ; " Hollyhocks," John R. Key. Marble Stat
uary, " Ino and Bacchus" and " Jephtha's Daughter," C. B. Ives,
Rome; terra-cotta bas-relief, " Sarah Bernhardt," A. J. Lejeune;
Egyptian carved ebony figures and flower stand, Japanese carvings,
art furniture, etc.
Calumet Club.—This club owns several excellent
paintings, and for the past three years has given annual
art exhibitions. The exhibition of 1885 was remarkably
fine, embracing nearly one hundred oil paintings, many
of which were loaned.
Special mention should be made of the imputed Raphael's "Vir
gin and the Book," Schreyer's " Driven from the Flames" and "To
the Rescue," Diaz's " Approaching Storm," Bouguereau's "Little
Knitter," Meissonier's " Vidette," Rosa Bonheur's "Scottish High
lands with Sheep," Zimmermann's " Knitting School," Thomas Le
Clear's celebrated portrait of General Grant, and other well-known
paintings by A. S. Church, De Neuville, Ream, Kowalski, Piot, Normand, Volmier, Peotowski, Meyer Von Bremen, Le Febvre, Casa
nova, Koek-Koek, Detti, Dclort Jacque, Phillips and Vely, foreign
artists ; while among the American painters represented were M. de
Haas, D. Johnson, Dolph, J. M. Hart, William Hart, Swaine, Gil
ford, Cowell, Beckwith and James Beard.
The Bemis Gallery.—On October 1, 1885, H. V.
Bemis opened to the public a magnificent art collection,
embracing two hundred and forty oil and water-color
paintings, in the Hotel Richelieu, in two galleries, each
25 x 40 feet.
In the collection is the well-known " Venus and Adonis," by
Domenichino ; " Heart of the Sierras," by Thomas Hill ; " On the
Border of the Forest," by Jacque; "Venice from the Adriatic,"
Felix Ziem ; " In the Court of the Harem," G. Simoni ; " Morning
in the Arctic Ice Fields," William Bradford; "Landscape near
Amsterdam," M. A. Koek-Koek ; " Lalla Rookh Listening to

the First Poem of Feramorz," Luigi Gregori ; " Temptation
and Reprimand," Joseph Coomans : "A Maid of Herculaneum," W. S. Coleman; "Soldiers' Quarters at Avignon," Dupray ; " Dreaming of the Past," Vibert ; "Romeo and Juliet," A.
Coreli ; " Awaiting the Absent," Kaemmerer ; " The Song of Pier
rot," Baron; " The Good Sisters, " LeBihan ; " A Bunch of Flow
ers," F. Zuber Buhler ; "The Young Duchess," Boutibonne ;
"The Portrait," Portielje ; "Christmas Time in Holland," Mari
Ten Kate ; " The Monastery Well," Edouard Castres ; " Summer,"
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Leon Merbo ; "The Mirth of Venus," Pollett ; "A Lazy Day on
the Rhine," Paul Jean Clays; "gWill He Come," Corcos ; " Early
Morning in Naples," /Erni ; " Ayrshire Cattle," Wintz ; "Giessen
Holland," Hilliard ; "A Mother's Joy and Home Delights," Adolph
Jourdan ; " New England Landscape," Lewis ; " Klorentine Boy,"
Cloelia ; "After the Bath," Boutibonne ; "Arab Chief at Rest,"
Gabani ; " Hamlet and Ophelia," Ferrier ; and " Faust and Mar
guerite," Peeatti. The collection has been carefully selected, at a
cost of $125,000.
Society of Dfxorative Art.—The Chicago So
ciety of Decorative Art was organized in the spring of
1877, and is an offshoot of the New York Society of
the same name. Its special object, in its incipiency,
was to meet the distressing need of a large and increas
ing number of gentlewomen thrown upon their own
resources for self-support, combining education in dec
orative art with honorable employment. Mrs. J. Y.
Scammon was one of the earliest and most efficient
movers in the formation of the Chicago society, and
was its first president. She has been succeeded in turn,
in the executive chair, by Mrs. John N. Jewett, Mrs. B.
F. Ayer and Mrs. R. Hall McCormick. The Society
established itself at first in modest quarters, and, after
one or two moves, has found a permanent home in the
Art Institute Building, where, on the completion of the
new addition, it will transfer its operations to a suite of
apartments occupying the whole front of the second
floor facing on Michigan Avenue. The aims of the
Society are to raise the standard of and create a market
for woman's work. Painting, drawing and Kensington
embroidery were started, and the rooms of the Society
were soon filled with contributors' work. The success
of the movement began to be manifest in the imitation
of the Society's designs and styles by dealers in fancy
goods, while many of the leading houses sought the
skilled services of graduates of the institution. The
Society has, besides the contributors' department, an
embroidery department, where orders are taken, and
every variety of art-needlework is done. It has filled
orders for various clubs and churches, and also for many
of the handsomest private residences of Chicago, in styles
including Kensington, Moorish, Ecclesiastical and Ori
ental work. The membership of the Society is one hun
dred and fifty ; and the board of directors consists of
Mrs. John N. Jewett, Mrs. S. M. Nickerson, Mrs. B. F.
Ayer, Mrs. Charles Henrotin, Mrs. John A. Yale, Mrs. Potter Pal
mer, Mrs. T. B. Blackstone, Mrs. J. C. Peasiey, Mrs. O. W.
Potter, Mrs. S. C. Griggs, Mrs. Corydon Beckwith, Mrs. Henry
W. King, Mrs. A. W. Windett, Mrs. Charles Hitchcock, Mrs.
Fred Fames, Mrs. William Walker, Mrs. Walter C. Lamed, Mrs.
Colton, Mrs. Bryan Lathrop, Mrs. Chauncy J. Blair, Mrs. D. C.
Bradley, Mrs. Carter H. Harrison, Miss Helen Snow, Miss Frances
Keep. President, Mrs. R. Hall McCormick ; Vice-Presidents,
Mrs. Clinton Locke, Mrs. J. Y. Scammon, Mrs. Byron Moulton,
Mrs. J. J Glessner ; Recording Secretary, Mrs. W. G. McCormick ;
Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Frank Gilbert; Treasurer, Mrs. J.
M. Flener.
The Athen^um Art Class. —Very early in its history, the
Chicago Athenreum organized a department of free-hand, mechan
ical and architectural drawing, under Herman Hanstein, who has
been the instructor in this institution upward of ten years. The
classes are held five evenings in each week, for two hours each
evening, and also every Saturday morning from the first of Sep
tember till the latter part of June The pupils are largely drawn
from young men who are engaged in various mechanical pursuits,
or in lithography, engraving, architecture, carpentry or designing.
Many of these pupils take a course of instruction in algebra an i
geometry in connection with drawing. About ninety-five per cent,
of the pupils in drawing (numbering three hundred to three hundred
and fifty each year) are engaged daily at some trade or in some pro
fession which demands the knowledge of the art of free-hand
drawing. At the National Educational Convention, held at Mad
ison, Wis., in the summer of 1884, the large exhibit made by Mr.
Hanstein of the drawings of his pupils received high commendation
from the press, and was pronounced one of the most interesting
features of the art exhibit. At the Illinois State Fair, held in Chi
cago, in the autumn of 1884, the exhibitions of drawing submitted

by the Athena-urn took the first prize. At the World's Exposition
in New Orleans, in 1885, so much interest was manifested in Mr.
Hanstein's pupils' exhibit of free-hand and mechanical drawing,
that a request was made by the United States Commissioner of
Education that they might be donated to the Federal Government
and placed in the National collection at Washington. The
Athen;eum art department is well supplied with models in plaster,
and the best French and German charts. Its library contains ex
cellent books of reference on art and science, and it is also one of
the designated depositories of the United States Patent-office
reports, which are always at the service of the general public.
Thl'Rber's Art Gallery was opened to the public, in a
business way, in 1880. It is especially intended to amuse those
interested in art, and to encourage the young in their efforts to excel
in the production of the beautiful. Connected with this gallery is
an additional room fitted with a sky-light, calculated to render the
works of art that adorn the walls more beautiful, softening the
lines and touches of the artist. This little annex has, at various
times, contained some of the famous pictures of the age, and is
always supplied with those that will repay the visitor. The busi
ness of art merchandize has, within a few years, developed beyond
expectations, until the artists' proofs bring exceedingly good prices
and offer encouragement to those devoting their time to the pro
duction of works of merit.
WinJUld S. Thurbi'r was born at Ogdensburg, N. Y., in
1848, and was educated at the common schools, afterward com
pleting his studies at the Seminary at Gouverneur. He was the
youngest child of a family of ten, and his parents died while he
was yet young. After school he went to Ogdensburg in the same
State, and at the age of seventeen he came to Chicago, engaged
in the grocery business as a salesman, in which he continued about
four years. He then entered the employ of a dealer in art goods
and remained about six years, getting a practical knowledge of the
business which he embarked in, opening Thurber's Art Gallery in
1880. He was married, in 18S4, to Miss Martha Chord.
William C. Stevens was born, in 1839, at Fayette, Maine,
and is the son of Rev. L. C. Stevens, who was distinguished as
one of the pioneer agitators of anti-slavery in Maine fifty years ago.
William C. was educated at Hebron Academy in Maine, and at the
New London Literary and Scientific Institute,of New London, N.H.
lie first engaged in literary pursuits and teaching in New Hamp
shire and Massachusetts, until 1863, when he came West, and took
charge of the public schools at Geneva, Kane Co., III., where he
remained as principal five years. Upon the organization of the
National Life Insurance Company of the U. S. A., he became its
manager for New England and the lower British provinces, and was
at that time, for several years, associated with Hon. William E.
Chandler, Secretary of the Navy. In November, 1878, he came to
Chicago, and, associated with Charles F. Haseltine, opened an art
room, but in May of the following year he took a more extensive
establishment, still associated with Mr. Haseltine, under the firm
name of Haseltine & Co. The general business of the firm met
with increasing success, and, in 1SS1, Mr. Stevens purchased the
interest of Mr. Haseltine, and the firm name was changed to Wil
liam C. Stevens & Co. Desiring to engage more extensively in the
sale of original paintings of a high class, he saw the importance of
establishing an Art Gallery for the better display of rare imported
works of art, and, in the spring of this year, he leased a piece of
ground on Adams Street for twenty years, and erected what is
known as Stevens' Art Gallery. The building was opened to the
public in April, 1882, and during the year he sold some of the most
celebrated oil paintings owned in the West, among which may be
mentioned, " The Departure," by Meissonier, for $14,000. Since
then there have been hung upon the walls of his gallery magnificent
works of art from the masters of the world. Rubens's " Agnus
Dei " is valued at $100,000, and a sum approaching those figures has
been offered for it. He also has a Murilloand a Correggio. "Dolce
far Niente." Benjamin Constant's finest production, and "Summer
on the Lower Rhine," by Clays, the greatest marine painter in Eu
rope, bear witness to Mr. Stevens's discriminating taste and enter
prise. Among other gems, some of which have been disposed of
and some still gracing the walls of his galleries, are the following:
" Norwegian Fiord," by Rasmussen; " Moonlight," by Donzette;
"A Hare," Heimerdinger; "Cattle on the Rhine," De Haas;
" Early Morning on a Holland Farm," Burnier; " In the Stable,"
Jacque; "The Vidette," Detaille; " Starting the Signals," Bassini;
" Young Duchess, " Becker; "A Rainy Day in Bavaria," Braith:
" The Advancing Foe," Schreyer; " In Maiden Meditation, Fancy
Free," Moreau; "A Summer Day, "Van Marcke; and " Espionage, '
Berne-Bellecour. Among the pictures which Mr. Stevens has quite
recently added to his magnificent galleries, are " In the Meadow
Lands," by Emile Van Marcke, $1,200; " A Maid of Sorrento," L.
J. F. Bounat, $1,200; " Roaming," Rosa Bonheur, $3,000; "Reverie
in an Inn," Leo Hermann, $1,350; " Austrian Prisoners forced to
Labor," F. J. Horace Vcrnet, $5, 000; "Accepting the Challenge,"
M. Munkacsy, $3,500; "Awaiting Orders for the March," A.
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M. DeNewville, $1,500; "The Zenana of the Sultan," F. Roybet,
$3,500; " Saturday Night in Amsterdam," P. Van Scheudel, $2,500;
"The Counsel of War," Ad. Schreyer, $5,000; "Moonlight in
Amsterdam," P. J. Clays, $3,200; " The Halt by the Well," Ad.
Schreyer, $3,000; " Perfuming after the Bath," Benjamin Constant,
$1,000. Mr. Stevens was first married on August 4, 1858, in Epping, N. H., to Miss Ada V. Sleeper, who died in May, 1871, leav
ing one daughter, Ada Cora. On October 28, 1874, he married
Miss Hattie M. Willard, instructress of Latin and Elocution at the
Morgan School, Clinton, Conn.; they have three children, —Theron
F., Geneva C, and William C, Jr.
Alexander Hesler, photographer, was born at Montreal,
Canada, in 1823, and is of English parentage. His early boyhood was
passed in Burlington, Vt., where he attended school until the age of
ten years. In 1833, he came West, making the trip via the lakes, on
the steamer " Illinois," and his; family located at Racine, Wis. He
soon afterward went to work in a hardware store, where he remained
four years. In 1847, he decided to learn the art of Daguerreotyping,
a process now almost obsolete. He went to Buffalo, N. Y., learned
the art in ten days, and then located, in the winter in 1847-48, at
Madison, Wis., where the Legislature was in session. He was kept
busy there, doing a thriving business in Daguerreotype work. That
art was vastly improved by Mr. Hesler, and he made his profession
a thorough study. On leaving Madison he went to Galena, 111. In
1853, he came to Chicago. Upon first arriving here he had so far
advanced the art of Daguerreotying that he made an exhibit of his
work, then already famous in the West, at the Crystal Palace
World's Fair in New York, where he took the highest award. That
exhibition created a sensation, as nothing so perfect in the way of
portraits had yet been produced. In 1856, at the Massachusetts
Charitable Institute, he was awarded three medals, one for Daguer
reotype, one for photography and one for colored photographic work.
Jn 1858, at the Illinois State Fair, Mr. Hesler was awarded three
silver medals —one for Daguerreotype work, another for photography
and one for microscopic photography, the latter exhibit showing the
photographic enlargement of minute insect specimens to a size six
teen by twenty inches. In 1876, at the Centennial Exhibition, he
received the highest awards for general photographic work, especially
portraits of children and the life-like expression produced in his pic
tures. When Mr. Hessler first located in Chicago, he occupied
rooms in the old Metropolitan Block, remaining there five years,
removing thence to No. 113 Lake Street. In the latter place he
remained thirteen years, when he was burned out in the fire of 1 871.
He then had his studio at Evanston, for five years. Returning to
Chicago, he opened at the corner of State and Washington streets,
where he continued until 1884, when he removed to his present new
and elegant quarters. He occupies a suite of ten rooms, and em
ploys a force of six talented artists in various branches of the work.
Mr. Hesler gives personal attention to all sittings, and he has ranked
at the head of his profession for the past forty years. Recent years
have wrought wonderful changes and improvements in the depart
ment of photography in the line of fine portraits, and Mr. Hesler
has kept in the van of the progressive march. Portrait and land
scape photographing, enlarging and copying old pictures, oil and
crayon work are all carried on by Mr. Hesler. Recently he has
made a new improvement in his art, in the way of carbon portraits,
which are absolute perfection in accuracy of expression. Mr. Hes
ler organized the first photographic society of the West in 1862—tha
Northwestern Photographic Society, and is also a member of the
National Photographic Society of America, of which organizations he
has been the president. He was married, in 1849, to Miss Helen,
daughter of Captain Dorchester, of Racine, Wis. Of their eight
children, four are living,—Frederick Alexander, now a surgeon in
the U. S. Navy; Arthur John, Harold Reid, and Helen Julia.
A commercial and necessary phase of art work is the
supplying of requisite material, a sketch of a prominent
house in this line is appended.
Coffin, Devoe & Co., manufacturers and importers of paints,
varnishes, brushes and artists' materials, are an incorporated firm
under the laws of Illinois, with F. W. Devoe, president ; Gorham
B. Coffin, vice-president, and J. S. Currey, secretary and treasurer.
The phenomenal developments of the West and Northwest during
the last five years, has created a heavy demand for the line of goods
carried by this firm, and in order to meet it they have in stock
every article their trade demands. The superior quality and excel
lence of their goods has won for them a position as one of the lead
ing firms in the West, and, notwithstanding the fact that they were
only established in 1882, they now rank with older concerns, with
an unexcelled reputation.
Gorham B. Coffin was born at Nevvburyport, Mass., on De
cember 18, 1840. He lived with his parents and attended school
until ten years of age, when the family moved to Boston. In 1S58,
his parents returned to Newburyport and he entered the Putnam
Free School, an institution which justly merited its reputation for
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excellence. Upon terminating his studies he again went to Boston
and secured a position in the paint establishment of Banker & Car
penter, and remained with them for seven years. Obeying Horace
Greeley's mandate, he departed for the West in l86q, and connected
himself with the firm of Heath & Milligan of this city, holding
his position for fourteen years. On February 8, 1875, he was mar
ried to Miss Helen Green, of Chicago, and has four children, Percy,
Helen, Grafton and Ralph. Mr. Coffin is a member of Covenant
Lodge, No. 526, A.F. & A.M.jof York Chapter, No. 148, R.A.M.;
and of St. Bernard Commandery, No. 35, K.T. ; and is also a mem
ber of the Illinois Club.
/. Seymour Currey was born at Peekskill, N. Y., on October
2, 1844. Until he was fifteen years of age he remained with his
parents and attended the city schools. At that time he came West
and secured employment in a country store at Channahon, 111. He
continued there, and in the immediate vicinity, for five years, when
he came to this city and entered the employ of Bliss & Sharp,
with whom he remained seven years. Giving up this position for
a more lucrative one with Richards, Shaw & Winslow, he remained
there seven years, when he connected himself with the firm of Heath
& Milligan of this city for six years. He was married to Miss
Mary E. Corell, of Evanston, 111., in March, 1875, and has four
children, —Marguerite, Harold, Frances and Rachel. During his
connection with the firm of Heath & Milligan, he made the ac
quaintance of Mr. Coffin, his present associate in business, and in
1882, they, with F. W. Devoe of New York, organized the estab
lishment bearing their names.
Mouldings and Picture-frames.—The manufac
ture of mouldings and picture-frames is closely associa
ted with the progress of art, in a commercial sense, the
demand for pictures necessitating a demand for the
frame-maker s productions. This, like other interests
of Chicago, has developed with wonderful rapidity, the
factories now supplying not only the demands of city
trade, but filling orders from all parts 01 the United
States, and even from Mexico, China and European
countries. The progress of this branch of manufacture
may be learned from the following sketches, which em
body the history of leading firms in Chicago:
The Brachvogel & Press Manufacturing Company was
organized in 1884, but the business had been carried on as Brach
vogel, Press & Co. since the death of the founder of the enterprise,
Charles Brachvogel, in 1878. In that year the former manager of
the business, Adam J. Press, the widow of Mr. Brachvogel (Mrs.
Christiana Brachvogel), and his son, Charles H. Brachvogel, arranged
to continue the business that had existed for nearly twenty years.
The officers of the company are—Adam J. Press, president; Mrs.
Christiana Brachvogel, vice-president; and John Consoer, secretary.
Charles H. Brachvogel remained with the corporation but a short
time, when he relinquished his interest. The extent of terri
tory over which the company sells its goods, picture-frames,
mirrors, engravings, etc., is very wide, comprising the various sec
tions of the Union, Mexico, China, etc.
Charles Brachvogel, founder of the business referred to above,
was born at Warsaw, Poland, in 1829, and died on October 16,
1878. He came to Chicago in 1855, a comparatively poor man.
He had learned the machinists' trade in his native country, and for
two years after his arrival in this city followed that trade, and for a
time was associated with Edward Wilkowsky, a friend of his youth,
in small mechanical enterprises. In 1857, Mr. Brachvogel began
his first venture, in an independent business way, by manufacturing
picture-frames at his home on Quincy Street, his factor)' consisting
of one room, and his family assisting him in the founding of an
establishment that, later, became large and prosperous, he doing the
first wheel and lathe work in his line in the city. Soon after he
removed to Clark Street, and, in 1859, to Randolph, near Franklin
Street, thence to No. 48 and later to No. 52 Wells Street, then, from
1867 up to the time of the great fire, occupied No. 141 Lake Street,
when his business was destroyed and the store was re-located at
No. 154 West Randolph Street, and the factory continued at Nos.
22 and 24 South Jefferson Street. In 1872, Mr. Brachvogel built
the structure now occupied by the company. Mr. Brachvogel was
married twice; the first time in May, 1856, to Lena Schrumm, who
died in 1868; and the second time to Christiana Lippert, of this
city, who has now an interest in the enterprise he founded. By his
first wife he had seven children,—Lena, now Mrs. Adolph Claussenius; Charles H.; Ida C, the wife of Dr. Kerber, of this city;
William T., in the planing-mill business; Clara, Robert and Emma;
and one child by his second wife, Frank.
Adam J. Press, president of the Brachvogel ft Press Manufac
turing Company, has been connected with that enterprise since its
formation, and was previously associated for seventeen years with
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the founder of the business from which the company grew. Mr.
Press was born in Hesse-Darnistadt, Germany, in 1846. When he
was but eight years old, his parents came to America and settled in
Chicago, where he received his early education, and seven years later
he entered the employ of Charles Brachvogel, as errand boy.
Through a business connection of nearly twenty years with Mr.
Brachvogel, he established his ability and usefulness to such a
degree that he won a well-merited promotion, and at the time of his
patron's death, he was manager of the house. In 18S4, when the
present company was formed, Mr. l'ress was made president and
general manager, and has so conducted the business that the enter
prise ranks foremost in its line in the city. Mr. Press was married,
in 1869, to Miss Lizzie Loehr, of this city. They have five chil
dren,— Herbert, Adam J., Martha, Louisa and Amelia.
Joseph Blakemore, manufacturer of picture-frames, has been
identified with that interest for the past quarter of a century. He
is a native of England, and was born in Liverpool in 1828, and
there received his early education. He came alone to America
when but nineteen years of age. In 1847, he settled at Rochester,
N. Y., and during a residence in that city of thirteen years, he was
engaged in the nursery and picture-frame businesses alternately for
seven years. In i860, he came to Chicago, locating, in the mould
ings trade, at the old Calhoun Building, on Clark Street, for two
years. Then he removed to the corner of Washington and Market
streets, where he was operating a large factory, employing sixty
workmen, when, in 1868, a lire destroyed the establishment, causing
a loss of $11,000. Mr. Hlakemore then went in business with the
pioneer frame manufacturer, K. P. Appleby, investing some $5.000
in the enterprise. They were located for nearly two years or
Monroe Street. In 1869, the partnership was dissolved ; and he
began business in the old Morrison Building, on Clark Street, and
the ensuing year removed to Nineteenth Street, where he manufac
tured largely for Tafton, Schawind & Co. This arrangement pre
vailed until l83o, when Mr. Klackmore removed to No. 62 South
Canal Street, and, in 18S1, to his present establishment. He em
ploys fifteen hands now, and does work mostly for the city trade.
Mr. Blakemore was married in Rochester, N. Y., in 1852, to Miss
Sarah Piatt, a native of England, who came to America when three
years of age. They have five children,—Frank, Carrie, Harry,
Mortimer and Mabel.
Louis Hanson, manufacturer of mouldingsand picture-frames,
has been identified with that interest since 18OS. The story of his
career embraces a varied and busy experience, culminating in a
great commercial success, which is known throughout the country.
Mr. Hanson is a native of Denmark, and was born in that country
in the fall of 1S43. In 1865, he emigrated to America, first locat
ing at Portland, Me., where he learned the trade of picture-frame
maker, and later removed to Boston, and there entered the employ
of Karl Swamb, in the same line. In 1868, he became a resident
of Chicago, and for nearly four years worked for the firm of Taft &
Swamb. He was then employed by Goodwillie, lx;benstah & Co.,
and when that firm dissolved, for over a year was the partner of
David Goodwillie, and later, of that gentleman's sons, in the box
and picture-frame business. In 1874, the partnership expired, and
Mr. Hanson associated with other partners, under the firm name of
Louis Hanson & Co. In 1877, the firm was dissolved, and in
June, 1880, after suffering from two conflagrations, Mr. Hanson
removed to Nos. 151 to 155 West Washington Street. In May,
1883, he built the present extensive establishment, which employs
seventy men, and sells its goods to wholesale firms throughout the
country. Mr. Hanson was married, in 1870, to Miss Lena Morlensen, of this city. They have six children, —Mary, Martin,
Eliza, John, Rosa and Louis, Jr.
Ole Heki;, manufacturer of picture-frames and mouldings, has
been prominently identified with his line of trade for over ten years.
He is a native of Norway, and was born at Thrauheim in 1838.
There he was educated and learned the cabinet-making trade, in
1861 coming to America, and locating temporarily at Packenham,
near Ottawa, in Canada. In 1862, he came to Chicago, and for
two years was employed at McCormick's reaper works, in 1S64
entering the employ of the Government, as mechanic at Nashville,
Tenn. In 1866, he went into the sash and door manufacturing
business, at the corner of Nineteenth and Maxwell streets, the firm
being Rasmussen & Berg. In 1865, he was employed in the Illi
nois Central car works. He then became a partner in the firm of
John Moore & Co., remaining with that enterprise five years, when he
started in business at No. 341 West Lake Street, with Aguilla Wintermute as partner. Mr. Wintermute was succeeded by Sylvester
Artley, in 1S79, and the firm became Berg & Artley. In 1882,
Mr Berg purchased his partner's interest, and has since operated
the factories alone. He employs some eighty workmen, his busi
ness increasing from year to year. He sells his goods through
travelling agents all over the country. Mr. Berg was married, in
Chicago, to Miss Bettina Johnson, of Wisconsin, in 1868. They
have six children,—John Lena, Henry, Anna, George and Sarah.

Lewis Scokiei.d was born at New Canaan, Conn., on March
21, 1819, and is the son of Elijah and Hannah (Studwell) Scotield.
His father was a farmer and school teacher and an old settler of
Connecticut, the family being the oldest of that place for genera
tions General Schofield, commander of the Missouri District, with
headquarters in Chicago, belongs to the same family. Mr. Scofield
was educated at the schools of his native place, and after leaving
school, went to New York and engaged in the grocery business as
clerk for his brother, with whom he remained for four years. After
that time, he returned to Connecticut and resumed the farming oc
cupation, which he continued until 1868, when he came to Chicago.
Here he became a partner in the firm of Goodwillie & Livingston,
on Ontario Street, manufacturers of mouldings and picture-frames,
and made a specialty of turned oval frames, at that time very exten
sively in demand. The firm was doing a flourishing business up
to the time of the fire in 1871, which burned the establishment and
stock, Mr. Scofield thereby sustaining a loss of what he had invested
in the business. After the fire, he was obliged to enter the employ
of the Lakeside Building as janitor, which position he retained for
six years. Mr. Scofield was married in New Canaan. Conn., in
1848, to Miss Eliza A. Seely, of that place. He has a family of
two daughters, Mary A. and Imogene, the latter being married to
Samuel B. Miner, who is connected with the Postal Telegraph
Department of this city. The other daughter has been teaching at
the Hayes Public School for the past fourteen years, and is con
sidered a very talented educator. Mr. Scofield is now retired from
active life, and enjoys the comforts of a happy home in the midst
of a social family and surrounded by numerous and cordial friends.
Max Wolfarth, manufacturer of frames and mouldings, has
been identified with that interest since 1872. His business career
has been marked by more than average ability and perseverance,
and his personal experience has been a varied and interesting one.
Mr. Wolfarth was born at Berlin, Germany, in 1838. There he<»
received his early education, and served a thorough apprenticeship
to the gilder's trade. In 1864, he joined the Prussian army in the
war against Denmark, and was engaged in active service from
February to October of that year, although he was with the national
forces four years. He was in three battles, and was decorated for
bravery by the government. In 1866, he came to America, and for
two years was a resident of Texas and New Orleans, finally locat
ing in St. Louis in the picture-frame business, where he remained
two years. In 1869, Mr. Wolfarth came to Chicago, and was em
ployed for two years by W. T. Noble, losing his home and war
decorations in the great fire of 1871. The following year he began
business on State, near Thirteenth Street, and, in 1873, went to
Wabash Avenue, where he remained for ten years. In 18S3, he
removed to his present establishment, where he now employs fifteen
workmen. Mr. Wolfarth was married, in this city, in the year 1S71,
to Miss Maria Keller. They have two children, Max and Carl. Mr.
Wolfarth is a member of the United Ancient Order of Druids and
the Sons of Hermann, and is a progressive and useful member of
the community.
Joseph Klicka, manufacturer of mouldings, has been en
gaged in that branch of trade since 1877. He is a native of
Bohemia, and was born at Klattau, in 1855. In 1S66, he accom
panied his father to America, coming direct to Chicago, but re
turning to Bohemia two years later on a visit. The ensuing year
he located permanently in this city, and after receiving a common
school education, applied himself to a mechanical trade, mastering
the details of the gilding art. In 1877, he borrowed $400 from his
father, and engaged in business on his own account, repaying the
loan three months later. At that time he was the only manu
facturer in Chicago who made a specialty of selling frames to
jobbers only. The original enterprise, located at Nos. 103 and 105
South Canal, was known as Fillman it Klicka, and so continued
for three years, his partner being E. C. Fillman. In 1880, Mr.
Klicka sold out his interest and re-established alone the business,
which, small at the start, has grown to a representative branch of
the moulding industry. The factory employs some thirty-five
workmen, and operates through agents and circulars, selling to
jobbers and retailers.
Raubold & Lam bin. manufacturers of gilt, imitation and gold
mouldings, and picture-frames, organized as a firm in 187S. Pre
vious to that date the members, John G. Raubold and Frederick H.
J- Lambin, were expert workmen in the silver-gilding business,
be ing employed by Richter & Husche. In March, 1878, they
branched out in business for themselves, and by enterprise and
perseverance have made a commercial success, starting on a capital
of less than $500. They were first located at No. 59 South Canal
Street, whence they removed to West Washington Street, and from
1879 to 1881, at Nos. 46-48 South Canal Street, after which they
moved to their present location. From their small beginning they
have grown to an extensive enterprise, selling goods through two
travelling agents all over the West, and doing a business of $40,000
a year.

SOCIAL PROGRESS.
John G. Raubold was born in Chicago in 1854. His father
and mother were natives of Germany, and came to this city in the
early " fifties." His father died in i860; his mother is still living.
Here the son received his education, and mastered the rudiments
of the silver-gilding trade, finding employment in the factory of
Kichter & Husche. From his boyhood he was an associate of his
present partner, and together they served an apprenticeship and
graduated as skilled workmen. In 1878, they organized the firm
which has become a representative one in the picture-frame in
dustry. Mr. kaubold was married in 1876, to Miss Amelia Hoff
man, of this city. They have two children, —John and Amelia.
Frederick If. J. Ijimbin has been a resident of Chicago since his
early childhood, and has been identified with the interest he now
represents for nearly ten years. He is the son of Peter and Anna
M. Lambin. His father is of French birth, and is still living ; his
mother, of German birth, is also living. Mr. Lambin was born in
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1854. In 1855, his parents removed to this
city, and here he received his early education, and at the age of fif
teen commenced to learn his trade at the establishment of Richter
& Husche. In 1878, with John G. Raubold, he organized the firm
of Raubold & Lambin. Mr. Lambin is a practical man, and, with
the co-operation of an intelligent and enterprising partner, has seen
his business become a success. He was married, in 1877, to Miss
Christiana Nachtsheim, of Chicago. They have three children,—
Amelia, Charlotte and Leonard.
Matthew Sciiaefer, manufacturer and dealer in pictureframes, has been a resident of Chicago since 1870. He is a native
of Germany, and was born at Cologne in 1822. There he received
his early education, and, after serving an apprenticeship at the gild
er's trade, entered the Prussian army, and served three years during
the German revolution. In 1855, he came to America, and located
at Milwaukee, Wis., where he was engaged in business for six
years, and where he resided until 1870. During the Rebellion,
Mr. Schaefer served in the Union Army, in the Department of the
Mississippi, and was discharged for disability at Brownsville, Texas.
In 1879, he established his present business. He was married at
Cologne, in 1854, to Miss Cecilia Harpers, of Cologne. She died
in 1877, leaving five children, two of whom were born in Europe,
and three are natives of Milwaukee,—William J. ; Clara, now wife
of L. A. Habcock of Ogden ; Frank ; Adelia, now wife of Louis
Oldrich. of Chicago ; and Paulina.
John Slaby, manufacturer of picture- frames, has been a resi
dent of Chicago since 1867, and identified with the manufacturing
interests of the city for three years. He is a native of Bohemia,
and was born at Jung-Wozicz, in 1857. He accompanied his
parents to America, in 1867, and came direct to Chicago, where he
received his early education. After learning the carver's trade, he
worked at the same for some time, and finally started in business on
September 7, 1882, with limited capital and machinery, his factory
consisting then of one small room. Since then his business has
prospered, until now he employs twelve workmen. Mr. Slaby
was married, in 1880, to Miss Mary Powell, of this city. They
have two children, —Tonie and Victoria. Three of Mr. Slaby's
brothers, Daniel, Frank and Joseph, are employed with him in
business. His father is now a resident of Minnesota, and his three
sisters are married and reside in this city.
The Adley Manufacturing Company was incorporated in
1883, and is the outgrowth of the original founders of the enter
prise, Adley, Allen & Co., a firm consisting of Henry Adley, Austin
Allen and Dennis J. Sullivan. They started at No. 229 Randolph
Street, in 1882, and after a year, when Mr. Allen retired, formed
the present company, with Henry Adley as president, Dennis J.
Sullivan treasurer, and George Corlett secretary and general busi
ness manager. In August, 18S3, they removed to Nos. 208 and
210 Lake Street, and in May, 1885, to their present location. They
employ some fifty men, and manufacture picture-frames and mould
ings of all kinds, selling to country dealers through three travelling
agents.
Henry Adley, president of the Adley Manufacturing Company,
is the founder of that enterprise, and has been identified with the
frame and moulding interest for some fifteen years. He is a native
of New York City, where he was born in 1831. There he received
his education, and at an early age learned the trade of painting. In
1869, he came to Chicago, and was engaged in the house-painting
line for several years, after which he served an apprenticeship in a
local picture-frame establishment. Mr. Adley was married in 1S83,
and has one child.
George Corlett, secretary of the Adley Manufacturing Company,
has been a resident of Chicago for ten years. He was born in
England in 1853, and there received his early education. For some
years he was engaged in the provision business in his native land,
and, in 1881, came to Chicago, He became connected with the
Adley Manufacturing Company in 1883, and now has the manageof its business affairs. Mr. Corlett was married, in England, in
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1879, to Miss Louie Thomas. They have one child, born in Eng
land, named Marie Louise.
Dennis J. Sullivan, treasurer of the Adley Manufacturing
Company, and one of the original founders and active promoters of
that enterprise, was born in London, England, in 1843. In 1852,
when nine years of age, Mr. Sullivan accompanied his parents to
America. They settled at Waterbury, Conn., and there he was
educated and entered business, remaining a citizen of that town for
twenty years. In 1871, he came to Chicago, and in 1882, became
one of the original partners of the firm of Adley, Allen & Co. At
that time the enterprise had but $200 capital, and employed three
workmen, but the company has now become a representative insti
tution in its line. He was married in 1S66, to Miss Mary Castello,
of Waterbury, Conn. They have three children,—Eugene, Etta
and Edward.
James K. Pumpelly, member of the firm of Parker & Co.,
dealers in pictures and artistic frames, was born at Owego, Tioga
Co., N. Y., in 1835. He received his early education at New
Haven, graduating at Yale College, and, when twenty years of age,
came West and settled in Wisconsin. From 1857, until the Rebel
lion broke out, Mr. Pumpelly was a resident of Fond du Lac,
where he had acquired extensive land interests. On the day of his
marriage he entered the Union army, having raised a company, and
being first lieutenant, under Colonel James Howe, in the Army of
the Tennessee. He served in the War over two years, and then
returned to Fond du Lac, where he remained until 1883, when he
came to Chicago and became a partner in the firm of Parker & Co.
Mr. Pumpelly is an artist by profession, and for two years followed
that line, as a student, in Europe. In Wisconsin he was noted
for large real-estate transactions, and gained $14,000 damages in a
suit against the Fox River Improvement Company in the matter of
Government lands, which had been in litigation for fifteen years.
He was one of the pioneers of Wisconsin, having seen Fond du
Lac grow from a village to a city. . Mr. Pumpelly was married, in
1862, to Miss Eliza W. Beall, daughter of Governor Beall, the gal
lant colonel of the 1 8th Wisconsin, who was severely wounded at
Shiloh. His wife is a niece of James Fenimore Cooper, the noted
novelist, and great grand-daughter of John Morris, one of the
signers of the Declaration of Independence. Mr. Pumpelly is an
accomplished and finely educated gentleman.
A. F. Schultz & Co., manufacturers of mouldings for wall
and ceiling decorations, and fancy colored and antique bronzes, gold
and composition gold, natural and imitations of all kinds, was organ
ized as a firm in January, 1884. There were five partners: August
F. Schultz, Patrick Flanagan, E. Lisk, A. Wintermute and J. Patgorki. In 1885, the last three partners retired, leaving Messrs.
Schultz and Flanagan sole owners of the enterprise. The business
was started on a fair basis, though limited capital, employing
twenty-five hands. They sell their goods throughout the country
and have no travelling agents, their trade being largely secured by
correspondence. The establishment now employs, in the busy sea
son, some one hundred and fifty workmen.
August F. Schultz, founder of the firm of A. F. Schultz&Co.,
has been a resident of Chicago for thirty years. He was born at
Drossen, near Berlin, Germany, in 1854, and when an infant came
with his parents to this country, coming direct to Chicago. Here
he received his early education, and learned the trade of gold and
silver gilding, for ten years being the foreman of the moulding fac
tory of John Moore. In January, 18S4, he organized the firm
which bears his name, and his practical ability has conduced materi
ally to its rapid progress. Mr. Schultz was married, in Chicago, in
1878, to Miss Catherina Canniff. They have one child, George
Harry. Mr. Schultz was at one time a prominent member of the
Turners' Society of this city.
Patrick Flanagan, junior member of the firm of A. F. Schultz
& Co., came to Chicago in 1S70, and since that time has been identi
fied with the interest he now represents. He is a native of Canada,
and was born on Prince Edward's Island, in 1849. There he was
educated, and served an apprenticeship to the carpenter's trade.
When twenty-one years of age he came to Chicago. Here he fol
lowed his trade for some time, and, from 1877 to 1884, was em
ployed in the moulding factory of John Moore. Mr. Flanagan was
married in 1872, to Miss Mary Burke, of Morris, 111. They have
four children: Thomas, Nora, Prudence and George W. Mr. Flan
agan is a prominent member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
George W. Weihe, manufacturer of picture-frames, has been
engaged in that business since April 10, 1885, having succeeded
Martin Nordgren, who was located at the same place for three
years, and who is now a resident of M inneapolis. M r. Weihe was
born in this city in 1863. Here he was educated, and learned his
trade, that of gilding. He makes a specialty of gilding, re-gilding
and manufacturing gold and bronze frames. His business, which
is mostly retail, is confined to a regular local trade. He employs
four workmen, and he himself worked for Mr. Nordgren before he
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succeeded him. He buys mouldings and makes frames. Mr.
Weihe was married, in 1885, at Kenosha. Wis., to Miss Jennie
Irwin, of Chicago. His father, August Weihe, settled here in
1855. His wife's parents settled here in i860, and then went to
Kansas City, returning here in 1874.
SCIENCE.
It is a matter of extreme difficulty to give any com
prehensible statement of the scientific progress made in
this city. The prime reason for this is, that the advance
ment of science is indissolubly identified with the progressiveness of the medical profession, as with every
other whose province embraces scientific research. The
erection of the magnificent Board of Trade building
was no less a scientific than a mechanical triumph ; the
tunnels under the lake are scientific and mechanical
solutions of vexed problems ; the telephonic, telegraphic
and railway communications are all marvellous exem
plifications of what can be accomplished by scientific
intelligence allied to proficient craftsmanship. Hence,
in every domain of commerce, manufactures, trade, art
or professions are striking examples of scientific progress.
The historian can, therefore, merely present some spec
imens of associated evolution in this province.
The Chicago Astronomical Society.—At the
time of the great fire the Chicago Astronomical Society
was practically dead, not having had a meeting for
years. Hon. J. Y. Scammbn, the president of the Soci
ety, paid the salary of the Director of the Observatory,
Truman Henry Safford, who was ex-officio Professor of
Astronomy in the University of Chicago. Professor
Safford had previously discovered about a hundred new
nebulae by the use of the great equatorial telescope of
eighteen and a half inches aperture, but did nothing
with it after the fire except to observe the appulse of
Mars to a star in Sagittarius, in the hope of aiding to
determine the solar parallax more closely. Part of
these discoveries were published in London, England,
with Herschel's catalogue.
The original construction of the dome was so faulty
that it had become unusable, and he devoted his efforts
after the fire to work on the great star catalogue (as
described in our second volume; till the inability of Mr.
Scammon to pay his salary forced him to seek employ
ment elsewhere in the spring of 1874, after a temporary
absence on Government surveys in the Territories.
The duties of the position were assumed by Elias Col
bert, who had been for several years Emeritus Assistant
Director of the Observatory. He continued in charge
five years, giving to the work all the time he could
spare from his daily labor on the Tribune. During
his term of office, Professor Colbert re-organized the
Astronomical Society, by obtaining a good many life
members at one hundred dollars each, and on the re-or
ganization, in June, 1875, was appointed secretary,
succeeding Hon. Thomas Hoyne. Professor Colbert
used the money thus obtained in re-building the dome
of the observatory, and in paying the current expenses
of the institution, which did not include a salary for
him. He also recommenced the time service, which
had been suspended by the fire. The signals were
given automatically to the Board of Trade, the City
Hall, the different lines of railroad, and the leading
jewelers of the city. In July, 1878, he went to Denver,
Colo., and observed the total eclipse of the sun, as chief
of a party which included Professor Hough, Dr. Lewis
Swift, A. C. Thomas, and a class of twenty of the citi
zens of Denver. Each member of the class made a
sketch of the corona, and on the return to Chicago the

whole of these were combined into one sketch, which
was published by the Society, and set the example of
composite pictures which has since been successfully
applied by the photographers to represent the average
expression of the individuals of a family or profession.
It was as a member of this party that Dr. Swift, of
Rochester, N. Y., shared with Professor Watson the
honor of making the discovery of what was claimed to
be an intra-mercurial planet.
In July, 1877, Sherburne Wesley Burnham began
the observation and discovery of double-stars with the
i8|4-inch refractor. Mr. Burnham continued his obser
vations up to October 15, 1878, when he submitted the
results of his labors to the Royal Astronomical Society
of England, which, in 1883, published Mr. Burnham's
second catalogue of double-stars, comprising one hun
dred and fifty-one new ones, with micrometrical measure
ments of seven hundred and seventy double - stars
already known. The subjoined table gives all the prin
cipal original double-star catalogues published, and the
number of pairs in each of Class I (distance from o' to
1*) and Class II (distance from 1 to 2'). The last
column contains the ratio of stars of these classes to
each 1,000 double-stars, catalogued by the discoverer:
1
ClusI. CII.las
Total.
Ratio.
Burnham, Catalogue of 1,000 stars .. 266 254
O. Struve, Catalogue of 547 stars
154 63
91 314
Herschel I, Catalogue of 812 stars . 12 24
Herschel II, Catalogue of 3,429 stars 3 20
14 I
40 75

520
217
405
3<>
22
15
129

520
400
150
45
7

:
:
:
:
:

I, 000
1,000
1,000
1,000
i.ooo
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Professor George W. Hough, formerly director of
the Dudley Observatory at Albany, N. Y., was elected
director in May, 1879.
He began to make systematic observations with the
great refractor. The planet Jupiter was made a special
study, in order to ascertain definite facts relating to the
physical constitution of its surface, and these are the
most complete of any hitherto made, and are recog
nized by astronomers as an important contribution to
this department of Astronomy.
Two new clocks, manufactured by Messrs. Howard
& Co., of Boston, were purchased by the Astronomical
Society in 1880, in order the more efficiently to fulfill
the contract of the Society with the city for furnishing
standard time to the City Hall. The expense incurred
was about $1,000 for the clocks, and $574 the cost of
running wires and other equipments. One of the clocks
was placed in the Observatory and the other in the Fire
Alarm Office.
In May, 1 885, time was furnished to the new clock in
the Board of Trade building.
The Astronomical Society became involved in litiga
tion, extending over the years of 1881 to 1885, conse
quent upon the mortgage foreclosure proceedings
instituted by the Union Mutual Life Insurance Com
pany against the Chicago University, to recover the
sum of $150,000. The mortgage was executed during
the Society's occupancy of its premises, and the Com
pany had legal notice of its rights.
A bill of interpleader was filed in the Circuit Court
of the United States for the Northern District of Illi
nois, in the Society's behalf, together with all the neces
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sary affidavits and papers, by Messrs. Willard & Driggs
and Hon. Thomas Hoyne, under the supervision of Mr.
Scammon.
The bill was demurred to by the Company, and, at
the hearing before Judge Henry W. Blodgett, the case
was decided against the Society, mainly on the unex
pected and extraordinary testimony of Dr. Burroughs.
Mr. Driggs, who presented the case to the Court in the
absence of Mr. Scammon, was unable to rebut the evi
dence of Dr. Burroughs, from lack of personal know
ledge. Mr. Scammon, who made the concluding argu
ment, asked leave to file a bill of review, in order that
the utterly erroneous statements of Dr. Burroughs might
be met by the real facts. Judge Blodgett permitted
Mr. Scammon to make a motion for a re-hearing, which
was granted, and many affidavits by the original contri
butors for the purchase of the instruments and building
of the Observatory, together with original and historical
documents, were filed. Judge Blodgett decided that
the Observatory was the property of the Society.
In 1880, the Astronomical Society published its first
annual report. The officers for the year were—
Hon. J. Y. Scammon, president; W. H. Wells, vice-president;
Henry C. Ranney, treasurer; and C. H. S. Mixer, secretary. The
Board of Directors consisted of the following: Life Directors, J. Y.
Scammon, T. B. Bryan, Frank Sturges, W. H. Wells, W. W.
Farnura, C. N. Holden, D. J. Ely, J. K. Pollard, G. B. McCagg,
Rev. Dr. J. C. Burroughs, C. G. Wicker, Henry Farnum, R. E.
Moss, E. Colbert, W. S. Gurnee, H. N. Hibbard, and Thomas
Hoyne. Elected Directors, retired in May, 1881: P. H. Willard,
Dr. H. A. Johnson, Murry Nelson.
The resignation of J. Young Scammon from the
presidency of the Society in 1882, after a tenure of office
of nineteen years, deprived the Society of his valuable
services in an official capacity. Dr. Hosmer A. John
son was unanimously chosen his successor.
During 1881-82, the following gentlemen became
life members of the Society:
John II. Dwight, Charles A. Mair, Norman B. Ream, Peter
McGeoch, and William C. Seipp. The following is a list of Elected
Directors up to May, 1886: Retired in 1882—John Forsythe,
Robert Warren, H. C. Ranney. Retired in 1883—Clinton Briggs,
W. T. Baker, C. H. S. Mixer. Retired in 1884—P. H. Willard,
Dr. H. A. Johnson, Murry Nelson. Retired in 1886—Same as
1883.
Hon. W. H. Wells, vice-president of the Astronomi
cal Society from its organization, died in January, 1885,
and, after suitable action thereon, Elias Colbert was
unanimously chosen to fill the vacancy. At the same
time C. H. S. Mixer became treasurer and Henry C.
Ranney secretary.
Professor George W. Hough, M.A., Director of the Dear
born Observatory and Professor of Astronomy in the University of
Chicago, was born on October 24, 1836, in Montgomery County,
N. Y. His father was William Hough, a farmer, afterward a mer
chant of Western New York. In 1856 he went to Rockford, 111.,
and in 1871 to Riverside, 111., where he was engaged in milling
until his death in 1884. Mrs. Magdalen (Selmser) Hough was a
daughter of Martin Selmser, a farmer of Fulton County, N. Y.
The ancestors of the subject of this sketch, on both sides, came
from Germany, at an early day, and settled in Montgomery and
Fulton counties. He was educated at Seneca Falls Academy, and
later at Union College, from which latter institution he graduated
in 1856, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. In 1859, ne received
the degree of Master of Arts. After graduating, he taught school
one year in Dubuque, Iowa, and then became assistant astronomer
of the Cincinnati Observatory under Prof. O. M. Mitchell. In i860,
he was appointed assistant at the Dudley Observatory, and at the
death of Professor Mitchell, which occurred October 20, 1862, he
was appointed director, which position he held until 1874. While
thus engaged, he published the Annals of Dudley Observatory in
two volumes, and was very prolific in valuable inventions. Among
his inventions are the following : A cataloguing and charting ma
chine, for making maps of the stars automatically ; an automatic
registering and printing barometer ; an automatic registering
and printing anemometer ; an automatic printing chronograph
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the only invention of the kind in the world ; a registering chro
nograph ; an observing chair (which on account of its simplicity
and cheapness has been introduced into all the leading observatories
of the country); and an absolute sensitometer. While at the Dudley
Observatory he made thousands of observations, his work there be
ing mainly meridian work. After leaving this Observatory, in 1874,
he was engaged in business until 1879, when he was elected director
of the Dearborn Observatory and Professor of Astronomy in the
University of Chicago. Here his special work has been with the
equatorial on the planet Jupiter and upon difficult double-stars, of
which he has discovered about two hundred. Professor Hough was
married on April 20, 1870, to Miss Emma C. Shear, daughter of
Jacob II. Shear, of Albany, N. Y. They have two children,—
George Jacob and William Augustus.
Chicago Academy of Sciences.—One of the most
valuable naturalistic collections on the continent, that
of the Chicago Academy of Sciences, was swept away
on the second day of the great fire. Out of the valu
able collections of twelve years, all that remained were
a few unidentified potsherds. The Gould manuscripts
on the Crustacea of the world, which cost the Federal
Government upwards of $100,000, were in thp Acad
emy's building, Dr. William Stimpson, director of the
Museum, having undertaken their editing. Within a
year after this disaster, Dr. Stimpson, who had gone
South for his health, died near Baltimore.
In less than two weeks after the fire, the board of
trustees met, and took immediate steps toward a resus
citation of the Academy. The result was the erection
of a new four-story fire-proof building on the old lot, at
the corner of Wabash Avenue and Van Buren Street.
Some money was raised to defray the cost, and sub
scription lists were sent out, the trustees relying upon
the public spirit of Chicago for the speedy liquidation
of its debt. The public spirit, however, was taxed to
the utmost by demands of a more pressing character,
and the incumbrance of $86,000 remained upon the
building until its sale in 1883.
The first meeting of the Academy in this building
was held on October 14, 1873, the library of J. Young
Scammon having meanwhile served for this purpose.
After the sale of this building, the Academy still occu
pied the premises, at a yearly rental of $1,200, for two
years. The Museum was removed in April, 1885, to
the Exposition Building, where quarters had been fur
nished it free of rent.
After Dr. Stimpson's death, the Museum was in
trusted to the care of Dr. Jacob W. Velie, who devoted
himself to the task of restoring the Museum to the
enviable position it occupied prior to the fire. In a few
years it was again the repository of a large collection of
birds, reptiles, mammals, fish, minerals, etc., and to-day
it ranks fifth among the museums of the world, and is
valued at about $40,000. Roughly estimated, it con
tains the following specimens:
Birds (mounted), eggs, skins and nests
4,300
Insects
6,000
Mammals, reptiles and fishes—mounted
300
Shells (2,500 species)
6,000
Minerals and fossils
6,000
Miscellaneous
1,500
Aggregate
24,100
The library contains one thousand bound volumes,
nine hundred unbound volumes, and about one thou
sand fugitive papers and pamphlets, which comprise
the reports and transactions of all the principal Natu
ral Science Societies in the world. No portion of the
library, however, is catalogued, except that which con
tains the transactions of foreign societies.
Very few additions have been made to the Museum
since 1880, except those made by the personal efforts of
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the curator, Dr. Velie, but the investigation of scientific
questions is prosecuted with zeal and learning.
The only really valuable and rare specimen which the
museum contains is a fossil beaver's head [Casteroides
Ohioensis). It came into the Academy's possession
from the Wood Museum, but nothing is known as to
its discovery. Its subsequent history is interesting.
Shortly before the fire, Dr Stimpson sent it to Profes
sor Agassiz, at Cambridge, Mass., who desired to make
a plaster cast of it, he finding it impossible to procure
an original specimen. It was not returned until after
Professor Agassiz's death, some years after the fire.
Thus escaped the only complete specimen from the old
museum which is found in that of to-day.
Before the fire, The Transactions of the Chicago
Academy of Sciences, Vol. I., was published under the
careful editorship of Dr. Stimpson. It contained origi
nal papers by various members, with lithographs of
Illinois fossils and colored plates of birds never before
figured, besides many new illustrations. The volume,
which was the result of the very best work of several
years' scientific investigation, attracted universal notice
among learned men in Europe and America. The
first article of the second volume, by Dr. Edmund An
drews, on the Modern Geological Changes on the Shores
of Lake Michigan, with maps and engravings, was
issued immediately before the fire, in which disaster the
lithographic plates were all destroyed.
Since the fire the Academy has only published six
bulletins, consisting of carefully prepared original scien
tific papers, which had been read at the regular monthly
meetings. Everything but the fruit of original research
has been excluded, and some of the bulletins are of
great scientific value, notably the fourth of the series,
by B. \V. Thomas and Dr. Hosmer A. Johnson, on
Microscopic Organism in the Boulder Clays of Chicago
and Vicinity. "This paper," remarks Dr. G. M. Daw
son, of the Canadian Geological Survey, whose amplifi
cation of it appears in the sixth issue of the series,
"refers principally to certain remarkable bodies first
found by these gentlemen in 1865-66-67, in specimens
of the clay through which the lake tunnel, which sup
plies the City of Chicago with water from Lake Michi
gan, was being constructed. On the completion of the
tunnel large numbers of the same bodies were observed
in the filtrate from the city water-supply, and which
were subsequently proved to be identical with organisms
described in 1871, by Sir J. W. Dawson, from the
Devonian shales of Kettle Point, Lake Huron. They
have since been observed in the Devonian rocks of a
number of widely separated localities, and are now
believed by Sir J. W. Dawson to be macrospores of
rhizocarps. In accordance with this view, the generic
name of Protosalvinia is proposed by Dawson, instead
of Sporangites. Properly speaking, this term would
apply to the Sporangia containing these macrospores,
and which are absent in the specimens in question."
The other publications of the Academy are the fol
lowing :
Glacial Workings of Unusual Forms in the Laurentian Hills,
by Edmund Andrews, M.D., LL. D.; Observations on Fluviatile
Deposits in Peoria Lake, Illinois, by Rev. Joseph D. Wilson ; List
of Batrachia and Reptilia of Illinios, by N. S. Davis, Jr. and F. L.
Rice ; The Northern Pitcher-Plant, or the Side-Saddle Flower, Sarracenia purpurea, by W. K. Hegley ; and On the MicroscopicStructure of Certain Boulder Clays and the Organisms contained in
them, by Dr. George M. Dawson, F.G.S., assistant director of the
Geological Survey of Canada.
Ill 1882, an important change took place in the
management of the Academy. Under the constitution,
the control of the finances of the Academy, and its

property, was vested in a Board of ten trustees, ap
pointed for life, and thus amenable in no way to the
members. Vacancies occurring by death or removal
were filled only by nominees of the Board. It being
apparent that the interests of the Academy would be
advanced by more direct responsibility, no difficulty
was found in making a constitutional change which
vested controlling power in the members.
The membership of the Academy is- now greater
than it has been at any other period, aggregating about
three hundred ; there are one hundred and seventy-five
life members, about seventy resident members, and
about fifty corresponding members.
The officers of the Academy since 187 1 have been
as follows :
1871-72—J. W. Foster, president ; E. W. Blatchford, first
vice-president ; Dr. Hosmer A. Johnson, second vice-president ; Dr.
William Stimpson, librarian and secretary ; Dr. Norman Bridge,
recorder.
1S73—J. W. Foster, president ; E. W. Blatchford, first vicepresident ; Dr. Hosmer A. Johnson, second vice-president ; Jacob
W. Velie, librarian and secretary,; Dr. Norman Bridge, recorder.
/S74-7J—Dr. Hosmer A. Johnson, president; E.W. Blatchford,
first vice-president; H. H. Babcock, second vice-president ; J. W.
Velie, librarian and secretary ; Dr. Norman Bridge, recorder.
1576—E. W. Blatchford, president; H. H. Babcock, first vicepresident ; William Bross, second vice-president ; J. W. Velie,
librarian and secretary ; Dr. Norman Bridge, recorder.
1577—E. W. Blatchford, president ; H. H. Babcock, first vicepresident ; William Bross, second vice-president ; S. H. Peabody,
librarian and secretary ; Dr. Norman Bridge, recorder.
187S— II. H. Babcock, president; William Bross, first vicepresident ; H. N. Hibbard, second vice-president ; S. H. Peabody,
librarian and secretary ; C. N. Holden, recorder.
1S79— H. II. Babcock, president; William Bross, first vicepresident ; H. N. Hibbard, second vice-president ; Rev. A. Swazey
and J. W. Velie, librarian and secretary ; Dr. Charles Adams, re
corder.
1SS0-S1—II. H. Babcock, president; William Bross, first
vice-president; IL N. Hibbard, second vice-president; F. H. Da
vis and J. W. Velie, librarian and secretary ; Dr. Charles Adams,
recorder.
1SS3—William Bross, president ; B. W. Thomas, first vicepresident ; W. H. Wells, second vice-president ; N. S. Davis, Jr.
and J. W. Velie, librarian and secretary ; C. N. Higginson, recorder.
1SSJ-S4—Dr. Edmund Andrews, president ; B. W. Thomas,
first vice-president ; W. H. Wells, second vice-president ; N. S.
Davis, Jr. and J. W. Velie, librarian and secretary ; C. N. Higgin
son, recorder.
/SSj—Dr. Edmund Andrews, president ; B. W. Thomas, first
vice-president ; W. II. Wells, second vice-president ; C. S. Fellows
and J. W. Velie, librarian and secretary ; N. S. Davis, Jr., recorder.
William Bross has been president of the Board of Trustees
since J. Voung Scammon's retirement in 1883, and Jacob W. Velie
has been curator since 1878.
Jacob W. Velie, secretary and curator of the Chicago Acad
emy of Sciences, the son of Philip J. and Betsey (Wilbur) Velie, was
born in 1829 near Amsterdam, Montgomery Co., N. Y. His
paternal ancestors, several generations previously, came from Hol
land and settled at Albany. Dr. Velie's paternal grandfather mar
ried Catharine Boyd, a native of New Vork, of Gaelic ancestry.
The Wilburs are natives of Vermont. Dr. Velie received his early
education at Hammondsport, N. Y., where his youth was passed.
At the age of twenty-one he began the study of medicine under Dr.
C. S. Younglove, of Hammondsport, with whom he remained three
and a half years, at the same time supplementing his medical prac
tice with a course, of lectures at the Geneva Medical College. On
the removal of Dr. Vounglove to Illinois, Dr. Velie assumed the
former's practice at Hammondsport. In February, 1856, he moved
to Dixon, 111., and, after a few months went to Rock Island, and
engaged in the practice of dentistry. The manual dexterity
which made him proficient in this occupation has been greatly
utilized in his position at the Academy of Sciences. In 1864, he
spent five months in the Rocky Mountains with Dr. C. C. Parry
the eminent botanist. During this time he assisted in taking the
height of several peaks, one of which, 13,173 feet in height, by his
request, was named Mount Audubon, in memory of John James
Audubon, the naturalist. Dr. Parry named Velie's Peak, 13,457 Ieet
in height, in his honor. In 1867, Dr. Velie returned to Bath, Steu
ben Co., N. V., where he engaged in business as a druggist. He
had married Adclia, a daughter of Leary Noble, of that town, in
1858. Mrs. Velie died on December 14, 1SS3, at Hyde Park, leaving
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no children. In November, 1870, Dr. Velie removed to Chicago,
and became the assistant of Dr. Stimpson, then secretary and curator
of the Academy of Sciences, on August 1, 1871. After the destruc
tion in the fire of the Academy's collections, which included his own
private collections, extending over thirteen years, and his scientific
library, he accompanied Dr. Stimpson on a scientific expedition to
Florida, Cuba and Yucatan, bringing back what formed the nucleus
of a new collection for the Academy. Dr. Stimpson died on the
return trip, in Maryland, May 27, 1872. Dr. Velie, on his return
with his collections, was placed in charge thereof and of the new
Academy building. In July, 1871, for faithful services rendered,
he was presented with a paid-up life membership by the Academy.
Me has, since his first expedition with Dr. Stimpson in 1872, made
six similar ones to Florida in the interests of science and the Acad
emy. I Ie is an ornithologist of reputation, but of late years has
given more special attention to conchology and archaeology. He
is a careful student, and there is no department of modern practical
science which does not engage his interest. He is a corresponding
member of the Davenport (Iowa) Academy of Natural Sciences, of
the Biological Society of Washington, I). C, and of the National
Ornithological Congress of the United States. In March, 1885, he
received the honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine from the Med
ical faculty of the Northwestern University.
State Microscopical Society.—The State Micro
scopical Society of Illinois had its origin as early as 1868,
and is, therefore, nearly as old an institution as the Royal
Microscopical Society of England, whose charter was
obtained in 1866. In the autumn of the year first named,
several informal conferences were held in Chicago by
those interested in the microscope, for the purpose of
forming a society to promote investigations with that
instrument. The Academy of Sciences proposed an
organization as a section of the Academy, but an inde
pendent course was decided on, and on December 12,
1868, the Chicago Microscopical Club was formed, out
of which grew the present society. Its original found
ers were—
Hosmer A. Johnson, James Hanky, Edmund Andrews, Samuel
A. Briggs, Walter H. Bullock, George M. Higginson, W. W. Allport, Joseph W. Freer, Henry F. Munroe, Louis Boerlin, Thomas
C. Duncan, William C. Hunt, Daniel T. Nelson and Walter Hay,
with Dr. H. A. Johnson as chairman and S. A. Briggs, secretary.
By-laws and constitution were adopted on December
22, and W. W. Allport was appointed president, Henry F.
Munroe secretary, Samuel A. Briggs curator and libra
rian, and Geo. M. Higginson, treasurer. Regular month
ly meetings were held; a charter obtained from the State
on March 31, 1869 ; and on April 23 of the same year,
an organization was effected under the present corporate
name, by-laws being adopted and officers elected on
May 7.
The promotion of research in microscopy was aug
mented by conversazioni, in imitation of the Royal
Microscopical Society, and experiments of a popular
character maintained. At the first of these, held May
28, 1869, fifty instruments were used and about five
hundred guests present. In March, 1870, the society
adopted a constitution, amended its by-laws, divided its
meetings into stated and scientific, relatively for busi
ness and experiments, and a board of trustees was
appointed. At the close of the first year there was
an active membership of eighty-nine, thirty-one meet
ings had been held, the receipts had been $1,267, and
the disbursements $1,033. Donations of books and
specimens were, made and the nucleus of a library and a
cabinet had been obtained. In March, 187 1, a conver
sazione at Farvvell Hall, at which some fifteen hundred
guests were present, gave the society an impetus in
popular favor. In October, the Academy of Sciences,
containing the property of the society, was destroyed,
but the records were saved. The Lens, the society
journal, was started under the editorial management of
S. A. Briggs, and in December the society was placed
upon a permanent basis of operation. In 1879, the
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Royal Society made the president of the State Society
an ex-officio member of the former organization. In
1883, occurred a joint meeting of the American and
State Societies at the Calumet Club house, the session
lasting three days. This proved to be one of the largest
exhibits ever held in this country, two hundred and
fifty instruments being in position. During its exis
tence of over seventeen years, the society has made
marked progress, and some valuable papers have ema
nated from its members. The presidents have been W.
VV. Allport, Henry W. Fuller, Hosmer A. Johnson,
S. A. Briggs, H. H. Babcock, B. W. Thomas and Lester
Curtis. The present membership-roll shows five hon
orary members, twenty-two corresponding members,
and eighty-five active members. The officers for 188485 are—
E. S. Bastin, president; E. J. Hill and W. H. Bullock, vicepresidents ; William Hoskins, secretary ; Charles S. Fellows, cor
responding secretary ; W. H. Summers, treasurer ; Charles O.
Boring, B. W. Thomas, B. F. Nourse, Hosmer A. Johnson and H.
Cradle, trustees.
The Western Society of Engineers was organ
ized on May 25, 1869, as the Civil Engineers' Club of
the Northwest, its object being to promote acquaint
anceship among civil engineers in the West, particularly
those residing in Chicago or having business interests
centering here. The originator was Charles Paine,
then chief engineer and general superintendent of the
Michigan Southern Railroad. The fire of 187 1 retarded
the progress of the club, and no special efforts were
made to enlarge its membership or extend its field of
operations. In 1880, however, steps were taken to
adopt a new constitution, and the present title was as
sumed when the society was incorporated, on Septem
ber 1. Under the new regime regular meetings were
held, papers and discussions were included in the exer
cises, a library of valuable engineering and scientific
literature was formed, excursions to public works were
made, and annual conventions held. The society, has
about one hundred and fifty members, nearly one half
of whom are residents of Illinois, the others being scat
tered through twenty-eight States, territories and foreign
countries.
The presidents of the society have been as follows:
Koswell B. Mason, June I, 1869, to June 13, 1870; Charles
Paine, June 13, 1870, to June 9, 1873; Ellis S. Chesbrough, June
9, 1S73, to June 9, 1877; William Sooy Smith, June 19, 1877, to
August 3, 1S80; Ellis S. Chesbrough, August 3, 1880, to January
2, 18S2; Willard S. Pope, January 2, 1882, to January 8, 1883;
DeWitt C. Cregier, since January 8, 1883. S. P. Morehouse has
been secretary since the organization of the society.
Benezette Williams, civil engineer, was born on November
9, 1844, in Logan County, Ohio. His father was a farmer and he
was brought up in the country. After attending the local schools,
he entered the University of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, where he
was graduated in 1869, receiving the degrees of Civil F^ngineer and
of Mining Engineer. On leaving the University he came to Chi
cago, and for a short time was employed in the private office of the
well-known engineer, F^. S. Chesbrough. He shortly afterward
secured employment in the office of the city engineer of Milwaukee.
After a short stay there, he spent two years on railroad engineering
work in Wisconsin and Illinois. In July, 1872, he obtained a
position as assistant engineer in the office of the city engineer of
Chicago, being engaged in the Sewerage Department and also in
the Water Works Department. While holding this office, he was in
charge .of the design and construction of the Fullerton-avenue con
duit. He afterward became Superintendent of Sewers. On the
retirement of Mr. Chesbrough, as city engineer, Mr. Williams was
appointed tothat important office, holding it until September, 1879.
Since then he has engaged in private practice, having, among other
works, built the sewerage and water works at Pullman, Illinois,
which are among the most perfect in the world. He has also de
signed systems of water-supply and drainage for the towns of La
Crosse, Wis.; Saginaw, Mich.; Council Bluffs, Iowa; Decatur, III.,
and a number of places of minor importance. In 1884, Mr. Wil
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Hams was associated with another civil engineer in the preparation of
plans and estimates for the drainage of the Calumet region of Hyde
Park. Mr. Williams is the president of the Western Society of
Engineers. He was married, on September 27, 1 87 1 , in Cleveland,
Ohio, to Miss Lydia J. Terrell, of that city; they have three children,
Carl Benezette, born December 23, 1873; Edith Cadwallader, born
May 20, 1S75; and Hester Gilpin, born October 20, 1S83.
Colonel John Adair McDowell, civil engineer, was born
at Columbus, Ohio, on July 22, 1S25. He entered Kenyon Col
lege, at Gambier, Ohio, where he was graduated in August, 1846.
He then studied law for two years with Judge Joseph R. Swan, at
Columbus, Ohio, but, in 1848, he gave up the law and began his
engineering career, being engaged on the Little Miami Railroad.
In 1849, Mr- McDowell went across the plains to California, where
he remained for about three years, during which time he was
admitted to the Bar and practiced law ; he was also, for a time, the
mayor of Monterey. In December, 1852, he returned to Ohio,
and, until the close of 1854, was occupied in surveying and in gen
eral engineering work in Kentucky and Ohio. In February, 1855,
he removed to Keokuk, Iowa, where he built the railroad around
the rapids, and surveyed the harbor. He lived there until I S61 ,
during part of which time he was city engineer of Keokuk. When
the Civil War broke out, Mr. McDowell hastened to Washington
and obtained the acceptance by the Secretary of War of five inde
pendent regiments from Iowa, which were immediately raised and
mustered into the United States service. These were the 4th Iowa
Volunteer Infantry, commanded by Colonel Granville Dodge; the 5th
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, commanded by Colonel William H. Worthington; the 6th Iowa Volunteer Infantry, commanded by Colonel Mc
Dowell ; the 7th Iowa Volunteer Infantry, commanded by Colonel
Lauman, and the 1st Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, commanded by Gen
eral Fitz Henry Warren. On August 9, 1861, Colonel McDowell
went to Missouri, with his regiment, reporting to Major-General
John Charles Fremont, then in St. Louis, and was by him assigned
to command Lafayette Square, in that city. In September, 1861,
he was brigaded under General Fred. Steele, and participated in the
demonstration on Springfield. Thence, he marched to Lamine
Crossing, where he remained until March, 1S62. Thence, he was
ordered up the Tennessee River and assigned to command the 1st
Brigade of General Sherman's Fifth Division of the Army of the
Tennessee. He participated, with his command, in the battle of
Shiloh on April 6, 1862, where he was injured. l ie moved with the
army on Memphis, and down into Northern Mississippi, and thence
to Grand Junction, Tenn. Continued exposure had now so affected
his health that, in March, 1863, he resigned from the army and
returned to Keokuk, Iowa. Shortly afterward he was appointed
special agent of the United States Treasury Department, and exer
cised the functions of that office in Vicksburg, Miss., and Helena,
Ark., until the close of the War in 1865. Colonel McDowell then
returned to Keokuk, where he again engaged in the practice of
engineering until 1868, when he was elected mayor of the city.
This office he held for two years, when he was elected clerk of the
District Court for Lee County. In 1873, he removed to Chicago,
and entered upon the practice of his profession, remaining here
until 1877, when he accepted a clerkship in the Department of Ag
riculture in Washington, a position he held only a year, when he
was appointed to take charge of the construction of the new Custom
House building in Chicago. This occupied Colonel McDowell
until December, 1S80, when he resumed the practice of engineering
in this city. He was married, in 1853, to Miss Geraldine Cowles,
of Worthington, Ohio. Mrs. McDowell died in Boston, in 1873,
leaving four children,—Gerald R., Malcolm H., Selden Lord and
Lucy V.
Gustaf Henry Carlson, civil engineer (a member of the
firm of Greeley, Carlson & Co., civil engineers and surveyors), was
born at the city of Malmo, Sweden, on April 16, 1848. As a child he
attended the schools of his native place, but at the early age of ten
years he was sent to a fine school in Christiansfeld, in Germany,
where, after studying the classics, and engineering, he was gradu
ated, in 1867, at the age of nineteen years. Returning home to
Sweden he was variously engaged until 1870, when he emigrated to
this country, and went into stock raising in Kansas. In 1S72, how
ever, he determined to practice his profession, so he came to Chi
cago, and entered the employment of the well-known engineer and
surveyor, S. S. Greeley, as his assistant engineer. Two years later,
in 1874, he became assistant engineer of the Village of Hyde Park,
being actively engaged in getting out the atlas of that village. In
1877, Mr. Carlson returned to Mr. Greeley, and in 1882, was admitted
to partnership, under the firm name and style of Greeley & Company,
since Greeley, Carlson & Co. Mr. Carlson was married, in 1878,
to Miss Julie Vodoz, of Hyde Park. They have one child, Gustaf
Henry, Jr.
Wki.i.and Fairbanks Saroknt, civil engineer, was born at
Sedgwick, Maine, in 1853. He was educated ut the Institute of
Technology in Boston, Mass., where he was graduated in 1875.

He was then placed in charge of certain surveys in Boston and
vicinity, in connection with the annexation to that city of the towns
of Dorchester, Newton, and other surrounding towns. This occu
pied him until 1S77, when he removed to Chicago and became
assistant engineer on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and on the
Chicago & Western Indiana railroads, on which duty he continued
until 1S80. Pullman's Palace Car Company then employed Mr.
Sargent as their civil engineer of grounds for the new town of
Pullman, 111., where he was occupied, until 1882, in laying out the
town, locating streets and buildings, and planning and constructing
the system of surface drainage. He then went to Dakota as chief
engineer of the Grand Forks & Missouri Valley Railroad, being
engaged in making the preliminary surveys. He finished this work
in 1883, and returned to Chicago. Here, he became the superin
tendent and constructing engineer of the National Manufacturing
and Milling Company of Chicago, a corporation engaged in plan
ning and constructing milling and mining machinery. Mr. Sar
gent is a member of the Western Society of Engineers. He was
married in Chicago, in 1880, to Miss F'anny Baker, of Maine.
They have one child, Marjorie G., born on March 31, 1884.
Lf.onhard Hoi.mboe, mechanical engineer, was born in Nor
way, in 1859. He was educated at the Polytechnic Institution at
Christina, in Norway, where he was graduated in 1879. He at
once emigrated to America, coming directly to Chicago, where he
was employed by the North Chicago Rolling Mill Company as
assistant engineer, on duty in connection with the construction of
the works for that company in South Chicago. He remained with
this company until February, 1883, when he went into the office,
in this city, of R. Forsyth, civil engineer (member of the American
Society of Civil Engineers), as assistant to him in making general
plans and estimates for the improvement of steel-works. He con
tinued in this employment until May, 1884, when he opened an
office for himself in the city of Chicago for the practice of his pro
fession as a mechanical engineer. Since that time he has been
engaged in the planning and construction of various sorts of
machinery and industrial appliances, giving special attention to the
preparation of patent office drawings. Mr. Holmboe was married
in Chicago, in 1882, to Miss Hannah Peterson of this city. They
have one child, a daughter named Astrid.
O. D. Okvis.—Chicago is fortunate in possessing not a few
men who, as inventors, have achieved a reputation little short of
world wide, and the value of whose inventions have been, and are
to-day, appreciated both at home and abroad. Orland D. Orvis,
who has been a citizen of Chicago for the past twenty years, and
whose fame as an inventor is known all over the civilized world, is
one of those who has not only done credit to the city he calls his
home, but to the whole country ; for, by the force of his genius, he
has only furnished another illustration of the truth that American
inventors lead the world in producing both methods and appliances
that have become milestones in marking the progressive civilization
of the age. Mr. Orvis is a man yet in the prime of life, and one of
the few inventors who have, in their lifetime, reaped in a measure
the benefits of their skill. He is a native of the State of Michigan,
born in Oakland County in 1844. His father, Andrew M. Orvis,
was a farmer,and removed with his family to Wisconsin about 1848,
where Orland was reared, passing his boyhood days on the farm.
On leaving the common schools he entered Fox Lake College, from
which institution he graduated in 1865, and coming to Chicago
took a thorough course in one of the commercial colleges in this
city. He then entered upon a mercantile career, founding the firm
of O. D. Orvis & Co., wholesale dealers in picture-frames, mould
ings, etc., at Nos. 141-43 State Street. This firm, which was one
among the many others burned out in the great fire of 1871, was in
existence until 1875, when failing health compelled Mr. Orvis to
retire from business. He spent two years in comparative rest,
when his attention was turned to the problem of doing away with
the "smoke nuisance," which exists not only in Chicago but in all
large cities. He then began to study carefully the chemistry of
combustion, and, in 1879, invented an appliance embodying the air
vacuum principle, and which, when applied to steam boiler furnaces,
produced such perfect combustion that all smoke and gases arising
therefrom were wholly consumed. About the same time, too, he
invented his smokeless hydro-carbon furnace, and, in 1881, went
abroad to introduce his invention in the larger European cities. He
was everywhere received with marked cordiality, and in London, the
smokiest city in the world, the triumph of his invention was of the
most satisfactory character. His first public test of his smoke-con
sumer in that city was given on the Fourth of July, 1881, and two
days later the London correspondent of the Chicago Tribune wrote
his paper as follows : " At least one Vankee celebrated Independ
ence Day here in a very characteristic manner. Mr. O. D. Orvis, of
Chicago, has completed arrangements for a trial of his smoke-burner
upon one of the largest batteries of boilers in use here, and on the
morning of the Fourth, in the presence of a numerous crowd of man
ufacturers, engineers, and mechanics, the valves were opened, and
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the burners set in operation. In less than one minute the plume of
unconsumcd carbon that darkened the sky had disappeared from the
head of the tall chimney, and the eye-holes of the furnaces revealed
the wonderful increased intensity of combustion, while the pointer
on the steam-gauge began moving rapidly toward higher figures.
Then the operation of the burners was suspended, and in another
moment there rolled out from the top of the great stack clouds upon
clouds of black smoke that drifted lazily away in the still summer
air. And so the exhibition went on, until the most skeptical were
pbliged to succumb to the force of the ocular demonstration, and it
was conceded on all sides that the Yankee had accomplished what
the mechanic and scientific man of Europe had been working in
vain for during the last fifty years." Following up his success
in London, Mr. Orvis went to Paris, where, after a time, his appli
ances were placed on the boilers of the water works of that city,
and were commended in the highest terms by the building engineers
and scientists. A stock company was formed in Paris for their
manufacture and sale, and is to-day doing a large and prosperous
business. In fact, to-day nearly every factory in the manufacturing
towns of England and France have adopted this furnace, and Mr.
Orvis has received awards in the shape of medals and diplomas
from England, France, Germany, Italy, and from countries as
remote as China and Japan. The hydro-carbon furnace, also the
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invention of Mr. Orvis, is intended to burn oil as fuel, is likewise
smokeless, and is so simple and yet so perfect in its construction
that it is a matter of surprise that it was not discovered sooner.
After his return from Europe, Mr. Orvis formed a joint stock com
pany in this city for manufacturing and pushing his inventions
in this country. Accordingly, in 18S4, the Orvis Hydro-Carbon
Furnace Company was incorporated, with a capital stock of
81,000,000, and with the following gentlemen as officers: Orland
I). Orvis, president : Jonathan Clark, vice-president ; T. D. Hull,
secretary ; and G. G. Alvord, treasurer. The company's offices are
in the Lakeside Building, corner of Clark and Adams streets. In
concluding this brief sketch, it is only a matter of justice to say
that Chicago is to be congratulated in having, as one of her citizens,
a man who has been so highly honored in foreign countries as an
inventor, and that, even by royalty itself, have the merits of his
invention been noticed and acknowledged. In Russia, for instance,
the distinction bestowed upon Mr. Orvis, gave to him a castle and
servants whenever he may choose to visit the Czar's dominions. In
Austria, he could, had he desired it, have been made a baron, but he
preferred to return to this country, as he left it, a plain, unassuming
American citizen, such as he is to-day ; but his value and worth
and what he has accomplished for the convenience of his fellow-men
all over the world, will not soon be forgotten.
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not as a matter of course evidences of indebtedness), was
placed at $1,000,000. Of the nineteen National banks,
all were burned except one. The other banks which
stood in the track of the devouring element and suffered
were as follows : Germania, Hibernian (savings), Ma
rine, Real-Estate Loan & Trust Company, Union In
surance & Trust Company, Chicago (savings), Commer
cial Loan Company, German (savings), National Loan
& Trust Company, Normal Company, and Illinois State
Savings Institution. Their vaults were, almost without
exception, buried in the ruins, and pending their recov
ery great anxiety prevailed. The contents of the vaults,
however, as a rule, ultimately proved to be uninjured.
There was but one case of serious loss. A safe belong
ing to the firm of L. Silverman & Co., containing $50,000
in gold and currency, was destroyed.
As early as Wednesday, a meeting of the principal
bankers was held, over which W. F. Coolbaugh, presi
dent of the Union National Bank, presided ; no formal
action was taken, but the immediate resumption of busi
ness was tacitly resolved. Before the close of the day,
at least twelve banks had secured temporary quarters,
and announced their intention to recommence opera
tions as soon as their chosen places could be arranged.
While much uncertainty was felt as to what the banks
might be able to do, this action on their part inspired
confidence, which was still further strengthened by a
well-grounded report that the Bank of Montreal, one of
the richest on the continent, had determined to open
an agency in Chicago. On the following day (Thurs
day), the banks determined upon the immediate repay
ment to depositors of fifteen per cent., and this deter
mination was publicly announced through the press on
Friday. Of their own ability to pay more, they had.no
doubt ; the arbitrary limit was fixed with a view of
•
Balances.
Clearings.
avoiding a general run, which might have followed the
adoption of any other policy. At the same time, the sav
$80,910,416
$810,676,036
Total for 1870 _.
ings banks declared their willingness to pay in full all de
73,831,000
731,444,111
Total for 1869 .
positors whose claims did not exceed twenty dollars, and
$ 7,079,416
$ 79>23I.Q25
Increase for 1870
to pay twenty dollars on account to those whose legal
demands exceeded that sum. At the time of the adop
The conflagration exerted a serious effect upon the tion of this policy, many denounced it as too close, but
time justified its wisdom. A considerable proportion
banks, for the time being. The estimated loss of per
sonal property alone, including money burned up (but of the assets of the banks consisted of commercial paper ;
28

In the second volume of this History has been given
an account of Chicago banking, (luring the period when
the system of finance, commonly characterized as " Wild
cat," ruled supreme. As has been there said, the
secession of the Southern States, with its attendant repu
diation of State indebtedness and derangement of secu
rities on which was based a not inconsiderable propor
tion of the currency, on whose fluctuating value ordinary
commercial transactions were based, resulted in the
deepening of the already wide-spread distrust in the
then existing system. With the legal establishment of
a national currency in 1862, the institutions popularly
known as State Banks ceased to be banks of issue.
"Wild-Cat " money disappeared from circulation, and
the complications inseparable from an era of illegitimate,
and sometimes irresponsible, banking, began gradually
to adjust themselves. The year 1871 saw a uniform
and well-established circulation and a well-managed
system of finance established in Chicago, of which the
banks necessarily formed the corner-stone.
Immediately before the occurrence of the fire, there
were nineteen National and nine State (or private) banks
established and carrying on business in this city. Their
aggregate capital (not including that of the savings
banks) was $13,500,000, divided relatively as follows :
State (or private) banking institutions
$6,950,000
National Banks
6,550,000
An idea of the volume of business then being trans
acted by them may be gathered from the following
statement of clearing-house returns for the years 1870
and 1869, the ratio of increase during the first nine
months of 1871 being presumably not less than that for
the year 1870:
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to have pressed payment of this at such a time would
not only have been cruel, but would undoubtedly have
precipitated a panic. Moreover, the banks desired to
keep in their control funds sufficient to facilitate the
transaction of business and the movement of produce.
For the first several months after the fire, the principal
demand for accommodation came from the grain, pro
duce and lumber interests, and the revival of these in-

the forwarding of the mercantile movement, by an
increase of credits on the East, on Europe, and on
China. On October 16, Comptroller Hubbard made an
official examination of the Chicago banks, and reported
their condition as satisfactory, and from the date of the
resumption forward, for a period of some months,
money was so '• flush " in this city that the banks had
more money than before the fire, notwithstanding the

FIRST NATIONAL BANK.
dustries being essential to the general revival of com
merce, the banks did all in their power to aid merchants
and forwarders.
On the Tuesday following the fire (October 17), most
of the banks resumed payment unconditionally, and
coped with the emergencies of the situation without dif
ficulty. The deposits exceeded the drafts, even with
the savings banks. Among the causes of this fact may
be named the circumstances that large sums of money
were forwarded here for relief and millions of dollars
paid by insurance companies in settlement of losses.
In addition, much Eastern capital was sent here for
investment in real-estate at anticipated low prices. The
operation of these causes, with the action of the banks,
prevented a panic, and the sequel showed that Chicago
had not only the sympathy, but the confidence, of capi
talists of other cities. On November 15, an agency of
the Bank of Montreal was established here, resulting in

fact that immense sums were sent East in payment of
mercantile indebtedness. This plethora of money lasted
until the following May. Moreover, the credit of Chi
cago and her mercantile community was such, both at
home and abroad, that loans to almost any amount were
obtainable on request. Indeed, many Eastern and Euro
pean capitalists formed associations for the express pur
pose of loaning money to aid in the rehabilitation of
the city. Millions were placed here at rates of interest
which may be said to have been comparatively reason
able and on favorable terms, and that the city was sub
stantially re-built within two years may be largely at
tributed to the immense opportunities for investment
afforded by the fire itself.
In what has been said, no mention has been made of
the action of the savings banks, other than to refer to
their partial resumption of payments at the same time
with the other banking institutions of the city. The
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announcement of this intention on their part resulted in
but little demand for money except from small depos
itors, whose immediate needs were thus measurably
relieved. The first resumption of business by these
institutions occurred on Tuesday, October 19, the Hiber
nian and Union Insurance and Trust Company being
the only exceptions, and the delay in these cases being
caused by the difficulty encountered by them in remov
ing and arranging their books and papers. On the fol
lowing day (October 20), the policy of paying more than
twenty dollars to small depositors who were in need was
generally adopted. The demand for money from larger
depositors was never clamorous, although many, who
desired money to aid them in re-building, were liberally
treated.
In commenting on the financial situation on October
28, a leading journal said:
" The policy of the moneyed institutions, though somewhat
conservative, is fully as liberal as could be expected with business
in its present disturbed condition, and until trade revives in all de
partments of the general market, and the present nervousness in
business and monetary quarters is supplemented by a healthy feel
ing, a cautious and close policy is likely to be adhered to. The
banks appreciate, fully, the responsibility which rests upon them
in connection with the speedy restoration of business, and as soon
as the condition of affairs will warrant they will unquestionably
treat all their patrons in a free and liberal manner."
By the beginning of May following the fire (1872),
the resumption of business had become general, and
before the close of the year the material and business
growth of the re-built city had justified (if it had not
demanded) the formation of a number of new banks.
At the end of 1872, the number of banking institutions
in the city, with their capital and surplus and deposits,
were as follows:

8 State banks

Capital and surplus.

Deposits.

$11,644,885
2,926,000

823,060,507
3,055,627
12,013,000

•Sonic of which were connected with other institutions.
In addition to those named in the foregoing table
should be mentioned the Bank of Montreal's agency
and several private institutions.
With the panic, in the autumn of 1873, came the
discovery that values had abnormally appreciated, owing
to the speculative excitement of the period. The re
sulting shrinkage created a demand for ready money;
and some banks found themselves unable to meet the
demands of depositors, owing to the depreciation of
real-estate securities, in which an undue proportion
of their available funds had been invested. Consequent
suspension of such institutions was inevitable. When
the news of the failure of Jay Cooke & Co. first
reached the city, however, a meeting of bankers was
called at once. There was naturally a very strong and
apparent feeling of uncertainty as to the outlook.
From every large center came hourly reports of fresh
failures. Not a few at first felt that the safest plan
would be to follow the example set by many banks and
bankers in other cities, and, for the time being, suspend
currency payments and begin the issue to their custom
ers of clearing-house certificates.
More conservative counsels, however, prevailed; and
it was determined by the majority to continue the regu
lar course of business, despite the threatening storm,
which almost momentarily became more imminent.
The wisdom of the resolution was justified by the re
sult. Some banks, as has been said, at once suecuinbed;
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among them was the Third National, the second in im
portance in the city, which, however, resumed almost as
soon as an examination into its financial condition could
be made. Commenting on its resumption, on October
9, 1873, the Times of that date said:
" This event may be said to mark the conclusion of the panic
so far as this city is concerned, though it had virtually ended sev
eral days since. In other cities the banks are still considering the
question of resuming payments in currency, but they find a pretence
for not doing so, in the fact that the New York banks are still
issuing loan certificates."
In concluding a review of the local effects of the
crisis on the following day, the same journal remarked:
" Chicago can say 'veni, vidi, vici.* There never was a severer
test than that we have just undergone, and it has more than demon
strated the substantial foundation of our business structure. Had
there been any sham about Chicago, the late panic, coming when it
did and how it did, would have ground us to powder. That it did
not; that it has passed without leaving a mark of its passage, is a
fact which we commend to our own citizens and those of other
cities who need to be reminded of it."
The attention of the reader should be directed to
the general solvency of the State banks, as evidenced
by the manner in which, as a rule, they weathered the
storm. Notable illustrations were the Merchants' I oan
and Trust Company and the Traders' Bank which have
never known one hour's financial embarrassment.
During the five years following the panic of 1873,
however, there were, in all, twenty-one failures—more or
less important—of banking institutions, most, if not all,
of which might be traced to this cause.*
The savings banks were rather benefited by the
crisis than otherwise, as owing to the depreciation in
Chicago real-estate, which began almost with the an
nouncement of the failure of Jay Cooke & Co., they
became the depositories of a large portion of the cur
rent fund which had up to that time sought investment.
While their condition had been fairly easy since the
fire, during which time the two leading ones, the BeeHive and the State Savings Institution, had grown into
public confidence, they now indeed experienced a flush
of money in their vaults for the first time.
The failure of the two savings banks above named
attracted so much attention at the time, not only in
Chicago but throughout the State, that a brief sketch of
the origin, progress and downfall of each may be of
interest.
The first-named —the Bee-Hive, the legal name of
which was the Merchants', Farmers' and Mechanics'
Bank—was organized under the law of 1861. The
original incorporators were M. and Sidney Myers, T.

R. Johnson, Josias Grant and G. B. Chaffee. The
amount of capital stock was fixed at $50,000, with the
privilege of increase to $500,000. The bank was opened
in Galesburg, and three years later was removed to
Chicago. The only change of importance in the per
sonnel of the stockholders occurred in 1864, when an
interest was bought by R. B. Westfall. The latter's
investment in the concern was said to have been $50,000,
which amount (as investigation subsequent to the bank's
failure in 1877 showed ) he very soon drew out. He
* It is worthy of remark in this connection that no shadow of disaster has
fallen over any of our regular banking institutions since the failure of the Ger
man Savings Bank in December, 1877, so thoroughly was the system purified by
the panic and its results.
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was president; Myers, cashier. During the absence of
Myers from the city, in the fall of 1873, Westfall, who
was left in absolute control, made to himself liberal ad
vances from the bank's funds, and on the cashier's
return he found the president in debt to the bank in the
sum of $80,000. This account was ultimately closed by
the bank's accepting Westfall's stock in settlement, and
the surrender of his obligations. The precise amount of
stock thus surrendered was never known, the official
investigation disclosing no record of any transfer of
stock either to or from him.
As in the case of some other savings banks which
failed about the same time, the management made loans
largely on real-estate on which an over-valuation had
been placed, receiving an exorbitant rate of interest in
compensation for the risk assumed. Six per cent, was
advertised as the rate to be paid depositors, and it was
necessary to resort to " heroic measures " in order to
redeem the pledge. In June, 1877, a "run" on St.
Louis savings banks occurred, and so sensitive was the
money market, that its effect was to create alarm among
depositors in similar institutions in Chicago. The BeeHive was in no condition to meet any unusual demand
for money; and Myers availed himself of the right,
legally accorded to the institution, to give twenty and
thirty-day notices to depositors. A sixty-day loan of
$40,000 gave him temporary relief, and his indomitable
self-assurance was of even still more worth to him at
this crisis. Three depositors, however, procured an in
junction against the institution, and its doors were
closed. Even then, Myers, in an open letter to deposi
tors, expressed his sympathy with them, assured them
that all assets were available, and announced his belief
that they would be paid in full. On September 22,
1877, S. D. Ward took possession of the bank's assets,
as receiver. The vaults contained exactly sixty-two
cents, in cash, all that remained after a fortnight's run.
Every security of value had been pledged, and the
aggregate liability was $655,000. It was at once appar
ent that the only hope of paying depositors anything
rested in the possibility of recovering from Westfall.
An injunction was obtained by the receiver, restraining
that individual from disposing of his property, pur
chased with funds obtained from the Bee-Hive. This
property ultimately passed into the receiver's hands,
and ultimately—three years after the bank's failure—a
dividend of ten per cent, was paid.
The State Savings Institution was organized in 1863.
The original charter was granted to the Illinois Savings
Institution in 1861, and subsequently transferred. Its
capital stock, originally, was $100,000, owned in equal
shares by J. C. Haines, Jared Gage, E. M. Haines and
C. D. Bickford. To detail the subsequent changes in
the list of stockholders would be as tedious as unin
teresting. The first increase in the capital stock was
made on June 22, 1869.
In 1872, D. D. Spencer became a stockholder, and
also, on January 7, 1873, a director. Meanwhile, Mr.
Haines had retired from any active participation in the
bank's affairs, and Spencer (at the mention of whose
name the poorer class of savings bank depositors in
this city yet turn pale) gradually obtained absolute con
trol. The finger of suspicion had already pointed to
ward Spencer, owing to his connection with the Cook
County National Bank, an institution organized by him,
which failed badly in 1873. Space forbids more than a
mere mention of the very peculiar methods of finance
employed by him in the conduct of the State Savings
Institution. Before February 1, 1873, Spencer, with
Thomas S. Dobbins (his nominal backer), had obtained

a controlling interest, owning, conjointly, eight hundred
and twenty four of the entire one thousand four hun
dred and fifty shares of capital stock. In March fol
lowing, the directory voted to increase the amount to
$500,000, by the issuance of three thousand nine hun
dred and fifty additional shares, of a par value of $100
each. The actual increase of stock, however, was suffi
cient to raise the entire amount to $650,000. In June,
1873, Spencer and Dobbins became, respectively, pres
ident and vice-president of the bank. Two thousand
of the three thousand nine hundred and fifty shares
authorized were issued to Spencer ; Dobbins, shortly
thereafter, withdrew from the concern, and, on Febru
ary 5, 1874, Spencer owned more than four- fifths of the
entire capital stock of the institution, and on September
9 of that year, in his capacity as board of directors, he
transferred to himself as president four hundred and
ninety additional shares ; shortly after which he ob
tained from C. T. Bowen one hundred and twenty
more. He was then sole and undisputed dictator of
the bank's affairs, which still, however, nominally re
mained under the control of a board of trustees. The
gentlemen who composed such board gradually (but as
rapidly as possible) withdrew from even apparent con
duct of the affairs of the concern. Enormous loans
were made to Spencer on his personal notes, the obli
gations being discharged by the payment of bank stock,
the acceptance of which in settlement was authorized
by the directory. Of course, insolvency, with all the
attendant horrors of a failure which involves hundreds,
if not thousands, of hard-working, frugal men and
women, was inevitable.
As a commentary on the causes resulting in the sus
pension, it is only necessary to call attention to the
following copy of a promissory note, found by the
assignee among the bank's assets :
$♦79. '77-40Chicago, Dec. jr, jSyj.
One year after date I promise to pay to the State Savings Insti
tution, in the City of Chicago, four hundred and seventy-nine thou
sand one hundred and seventy-seven dollars and forty cents, for
value received, with interest at eight per cent, per annum for money
borrowed.

Simultaneously with the closing of the bank's doors,
Spencer disappeared from Chicago ; he is now said to
be living in Germany. Abner Taylor was appointed
assignee of the defunct institution, and ultimately fifty
per cent, was realized by depositors, the last dividend
having been paid in 1884.
Close upon the failure of these two institutions, fol
lowed that of the " Fidelity." Dr. V. A. Turpin was
made receiver of the latter, and careful management
enabled him to pay some seventy per cent, of an in
debtedness amounting to $1,500,000.
In several instances (including, notably, the concerns
mentioned above), the surplus on hand in savings banks'
vaults proved too tempting, and instigated, unknown
even to some of the directors, the acceptance of a line
of loans on suburban property which was just beginning
to be marketable, and on which a high rate of interest
could be obtained. The greed of profit at the expense
of security, combined with other reckless methods of
management, brought on what has been commonly
termed "the Savings Bank crash" in 1877. All of these
institutions were holding out to customers the induce
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ment of a payment of six per cent, interest on deposits.
The rates, however, at which profitable and well-secured
loans could be made had been gradually decreasing since
the War, and the eagerness with which money found its
way here at the period of the fire and after,
reduced the income of the savings institu
tions from such securities as could be con
sidered of an undoubted character to a
figure which, frequently, barely enabled
them to exist.
It is not too much to say that public
confidence in savings banks has never fully
recovered from the rude shock which it
sustained by the exposure of mismanage
ment in 1877. As a result, comparatively
few new institutions of this character have
been opened in Chicago since that year.
To such as passed safely through the diffi
culties of that and other trying periods, a
steady and growing patronage has been
accorded, and it may be said with truth
that they rank with the national and State
banks in the estimation of the community.
There is one additional fact that is
necessary to be stated in this connection.
From the very nature of savings banks,
and because depositors place their money
with them as an investment, they are com
pelled to pay reasonably high rates of in
terest; hence to obtain good returns, they
must make permanent, or lengthy, invest
ments of deposits. Their funds thus being
placed, renders them infinitely more sus
ceptible than commercial banks to runs or
panics, and should they be compelled to
realize upon the securities, such securities
must inevitably undergo a shrinkage of
value, no matter how judicious or con
servative the management. In this instance,
a thoroughly reliable bank might be forced to suspend
the payment of its depositors, just as a combination of
creditors is able to compel the retirement of almost any
commercial enterprise. It is an indisputable fact that,
in the closing-up of many savings banks, the cause was
simply a cumulative presentation of demands on the
bank, which forced the diminution of their assets so as
to fall below the sums necessary for the redemption of
such claims; and, to the credit of Chicago's fiduciary
agents be it said, it is considered that in the majority of
cases the savings banks were forced out of existence by
such causes, and not from inefficiency or untrustworthiness in the management.
With the close of 1879, appeared substantial signs of
a permanent recovery from a comparative stagnation of
business which had succeeded the panic of 1873. It
should be remarked here, however, that no bank failure
has occurred in this city since 1877. The advance and
prosperity of the city have been marked by the constant
increase of patronage of and confidence in the banks.
The growth of business is best shown by the statistics
of the banks and the clearing-house. In 1880, the bank
deposits aggregated $64,764,000 as against about
$47,000,000 in 1879. The clearing-house returns for
the years showed an increase of nearly $500,000,000
and of $525,000,000 in 1881. Chicago, in 1880, gained
second place in amount of deposits among the great
banking centers of the Union. The year 1881 closed
with a record of added prosperity. Confidence in all
quarters was by this time fully restored. From the
beginning of the year the financial institutions had expe
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rienced an increasing activity. A steady stream of
money flowed into the banks, which they handled to their
increasing gain and the best interests of all classes of
the community. Several banks found it both safe and

expedient to augment their capital; the total increase of
capital stock, during twelve months, among the institu
tions belonging to the clearing-house alone being
$3,800,000. There were, besides, large accumulations
in other banks, which continued to be carried as undi
vided earnings.
The increase in clearing-house returns for 1882 was
$137,439,400. In the year following, nearly every bank
of consequence earned, and paid to depositors, divi
dends ranging from 10 to 15 per cent., besides adding
liberal balances to their surplus or undivided profits,
and the clearing-house statistics showed an increase of
$159,086,139,—a gain of $800,938,000.
Further signs of the growth of business were seen in
the constant enlarging of commercial quarters and ad
ditions to clerical force.
The following year saw one of the banks of Chicago
(a city of less than fifty years' growth) advanced to the
fourth place among the great financial institutions of the
country. The dividend-paying of the previous year
was duplicated, and the record of the year was that of
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a steady and prosperous business as reported, even down
to the least of the bankers.
Thcclearings, for the year 1884, showed a total of
$2,259,350,386, a decrease from 1883 of $266,272,562.
This fact must not, however, be accepted as indicative
of any actual diminution of the business during the
year It was largely the result of a serious shrinkage
in values. The average prices, in 1884, for both grain
and merchandise, were the lowest which had ruled dur
ing a period covering fifteen years.
The aggregate of bank deposits during the year
increased $449,201. The Metropolitan National was
organized during the year, and paid its first dividend in
less than nine months from the commencement of busi
ness. The Continental National was added to a list of
dividend-paying banks, which then included nearly every
National or State chartered institution. With the begin
ning of the year 1885, the Union National Bank in
creased its capital from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000, and
the Commercial National from $500,000 to $1,000,000.
Nothing can better illustrate the steady and remarkable
growtli of the banking business than the figures thus
presented. The causes are not difficult to discover.
Apart from the rapid growth of the city, they may be
found in part in the conservatism of policy and fidelity
to trusts which have characterized their management, as
well as in the circumstance that the enormous grain and
produce business of Chicago is conducted, essentially,
on a cash basis, thus increasing the proportion of ready
money to the bank's capital. The large Eastern and
European capital which seeks investment in the West
also, to a large extent, passes through the hands of
Chicago's financiers.
The city's banking facilities, at the close of 1885,
included fourteen National and eight State banks, ten
savings institutions, three branch banks and some thirtytwo private banking firms anil individuals. The aggre
gate capital invested is about $17,000,000; the total
deposits are estimated at §75,000,000.
The following summary of the condition and business
of the Chicago National banks is taken from the report
of the Comptroller of the Currency, of October 1, 18S5:
Bantu.

Loans.

Chicago National $ 1,653,064 $
Commercial Nat'l 4,028,018
Continental Nat'l 5,226,163
Drovers' National
329,916
First' National
12,178.149
Hide and Leather
National
903,070
Home National 391.613
Merchants' Nat'l 4,650,740
Metrcp'lit'n Nat'l 2,502,223
National Hank of
America
2.395,754
National Bank of
Illinois
4.407.576
Northwest'nNat'l 1,385,009
Union National . 6,297,721
Union Stock Yds.
National
1,156,450

Cash and
exch.,n£e.

Deposits.

Capital and
surplus.

1,389,402 $ 2,772,778 $ 375,000
2,852,627 6,005,665 1,200,000
3,044,580 6,110,918 2,I26,6oo
I20, 560
298,610
160,000
9,776.831 19.457.952 3,500,000
I,Ol6,24I
436,231
5,407, 8S0
1,068,465

1.552,485
760,576
9,207,722
3,005,909

380,000
350,000
1,500,000
550,000

2,401,551

3,687,421

1,140,000

2,323,846
998,150
3,518,090

5,818,860
2,383,678
8,505,318

1,300.000
250,000
1,770,000

927,45I

1,456,766

600,000

Total
$47,505,466 $35,281,905 $71,024,738 $15,181,600
Total Sept. 30,
1884
41,362,277 28,338,396 58,024,810 14,290,000
Total Dec. 27.
1872
22,183,704 6,723,690 23,039,932
Increase in twelve
$ 6,143.189 $ 6,943,509 $ 2,999,928 $
months
Since Dec, 1872. 25,321.762 2S, 558,215 47,984.806

871,600

The Chicago Clearing-House Association, established
as a private institution in 1870, and incorporated under
the laws of the State of Illinois in 1882, now includes in
its membership twelve National banks, two State banks,
three savings and two branch banks.
The clearances made through the Association during
1884 were $2,259,350,386 as against 993,060,503.47 for
1872, showing an increaseof $1,266,289,882.53. Chicago
to-day occupies the position of the clearing-house city
for the banks of the West and Northwest, and ranks
third in amount of clearings among the cities of the
United States.
A. P. Smith, manager of the Chicago Clearing-House Associ
ation, is a son of Orson Smith, one of the early and prominent citi
zens of Chicago. His mother's maiden name was Mary Ann Paul,
who came to Chicago from Cooperstown, N. V., with her husband
in 1S38. As early as 1842, Orson Smith was elected village mar
shal, holding that office for two years, and as such had general super
vision of the sanitary affairs of the young town. lie was also for
some time the sheriff and commissioner of the county. There are
seven children now living,—Mrs. J. M. Brown, of St. Joe, Mich.;
Mrs. Sarah Crow, of Crystal I-ake, 111.; Mrs. Crosby, of Chicago ;
Mrs. Barber, of Naperville, 111.; A. P. Smith, manager of the Clear
ing-House; Orson Smith, vice-president of the Merchants' Loan and
Trust Company; and Miss May Smith, the youngest memlier of the
family. Messrs. A. P. and Orson Smith have for many years been
connected with different banking institutions of the city, the former
being a "clerk in F. Granger Adams's bank as early as 1861. When
the Traders' National Bank succeeded that institution, he continued
his connection, and, from 187010 January, 1885, he acted as assistant
cashier. At that time he was appointed to his present responsible
position.
The Union National Bank. —When the fire of 1871 burned
the building at the corner of Lake and LaSalle streets, then occu
pied by the Union National Bank, it was necessary for that insti
tution to find some place in which to re-open its business. C. T.
Wheeler, then vice-president of the Union National, tendered the
use of a portion of his residence on Wabash Avenue, and for a fewmonths business was transacted there. In the fall of 1S71, Messrs.
Coolbaugh, Towers and Wheeler erected the Central Union Block
on Madison Street, near the river, and the business was transferred
to it in December of that year. In 1873, they again removed to
their present location, handsome quarters in the Union Building, at
the southwest corner of Washington and LaSalle streets. While
doing business at Mr. Wheeler's residence, the directors and officers
were the same as before the fire, with one exception. In November,
1871, C. J. Cornell, cashier, resigned his position and was succeeded
by Cleorge A. Ives. In July, 1872, the capital stock of the bankwas increased from half a million to one million dollars. In Janu
ary, 1874, Mr. Wheeler resigned the vice-presidency to engage
actively in other business, and that office remained vacant until Jan
uary 11, 1S76, when he was re-elected and returned to the vice-pres
ident's chair. Upon the death of William F. Coolbaugh, which
occurred November 14, 1877, and of whom a sketch is given in the
preceding volume, Mr. Wheeler was elected president, and held the
office until December 22, 1882, when he resigned and withdrew his
connection from the bank. In January, 1878, Charles A. Munn was
elected vice-president, to fill the vacancy caused by Mr. Wheeler's
election to the presidency. On March 29, 1878, the capital of the
bank was reduced to $500,000, the change being made owing to the
withdrawal of Mr. Coolbaugh's large interest by his estate. In Jan
uary, 1880, Mr. Munn resigned the vice-presidency, and W. C. D.
Grannis was elected thereto. At that time, also, Air. Ives was suc
ceeded by John J. P. Odell as cashier. At the annual meeting, in Jan
uary, 1883, Mr. Grannis was elected president, vice Mr. Wheeler, and
Hon. Charles B. Farwell was made vice-president. In that month,
also, W. O. Hipwall was made assistant cashier. On December 29,
1884, the charter of the Union National Bank of Chicago expired,
and the concern went into voluntary liquidation. On the same day
it was succeeded by a new charter, numbered 3278, and the business
went on uninterruptedly under the same name as before. The cap
ital stock of the bank was then increased to $1,700,000 cash paid in,
and was authorized to increase to $5,000,000. At the annual meet
ing of the board of directors, in January, 1885, the following gentle
men comprised the directory of the bank : David Dows, of NewYork ; C. B. Farwell, W. B. Howard, C. R. Cummings, David Kelley, J. II. Dwight, Nathan Corwith, W. C. I). Grannisand J.J. P.
Odell. They then elected W. C. D. Grannis, president ; John J. 1'.
Odell, vice-president ; W. C. Oakley, cashier ; and W. O. Hipwall,
assistant cashier. The last financial statement of the Union National
Bank shows its liabilities to be $10,324,211.84—figures well illus
trating its condition and growth up to the present time.
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W. C. D. GrASMS, president of the Union National Bank, is
a native of Canada, where he was born in 1S26, and is a son of William
and Malinda Dustin Grannis. lie there received his early educa
tion. After being engaged in various commercial positions, he came
to this city in 1852. He shortly afterward became a member of the
old wholesale grocery house of Grannis & Farwell, a partnership
which lasted for nearly twenty-five years. In 1873, he became a
director of the Union National Hank, and, in 1882, was elected its
president, which position he still holds. Mr. Grannis is a sound,
practical business man, is thoroughly earnest and active in everything
he undertakes, and, as the executive head of one of the leading finan
cial institutions in the West, has demonstrated that he is possessed
of more than ordinary ability as a sound and able financier. During
his residence in this city he has always identified himself with every
movement tending to conserve its best interests and promote the
cultivation of its citizens.
John J. P. Odell, vice-president of the Union National Hank,
was born at F.astport, Maine, in 1S47. He was brought up and
educated in the high school at Eastport, residing there until he at
tained the age of eighteen. During the last two summer seasons
while there, he accompanied the expeditions of the coast survey
along the Atlantic sea-board and studied the science of surveying,
but, on leaving school in 1865, he determined to leave the East and
locate in Chicago. He came here in September, 1865, and took a
position in the Northwestern National Hank. He only remained
there until July, 1866, when he became connected with the Union
National Bank, in which institution he is now serving his twentieth
year. I Ie entered the bank as a bookkeeper, and has passed through
every grade of promotion until he now holds the office of vice-presi
dent. From January, 1880, to January, 1884, he acted as cashier, and
for the past two years as vice-president. 1 lis record is only another of
those which illustrates the success which attends faithfulness and
devotion to duty. Mr. Odell is quiet and domestic in his habits,
thoroughly devoted to his business, and in social organizations is only
identified with the Bankers' Club. He has been tw-ice married, the
first occurring in 186S, and the latter in 1873, when he was wedded
to Miss Emma A. Talbot, of Providence, K. I. They have three
children, — Mabel, George and Irving.
The Continental National Bank was organized in March,
1S83, and. although a new institution, is one of the strongest and
soundest financial concerns in the country. It has a paid-up capital
of $2,000,000 and is probably doing as safe and, at the same time,
as profitable a business as any bank in Chicago. Its facilities for
transacting business, domestic or foreign, are simply perfect, or
as nearly so as is compatible with human infirmities. The bank
first opened for business in the old Grannis Block, which was de
stroyed by fire on February 19, 1885. The next morning the Con
tinental was open and ready for business in rooms at the northwest
corner of LaSalle and Madison streets. It remained there until
the completion of the new quarters in the Insurance Exchange
Building, at the southwest corner of LaSalle and Adams streets.
There are thirty-two employes in the bank. The officers of this ex
cellent concern are Calvin T. Wheeler, president; John C. Black,
cashier; and Douglas Hoyt, assistant cashier. The board of direc
tors embraces, besides two of the gentlemen above named, Richard
T. Crane, A. G. Van Schaick, Henry Botsford, James H. Dole, H.
C. Durand, M. C. Stearns and William G. Hibbard. These gentle
men are among the most prominent in Chicago, and enjoy a high
reputation in business circles East and West. Mr. Wheeler, the
president of the Continental National Bank, is considered one of the
best bank officers in the West, and his admirable management of
the new concern is doubtless the cause of its pronounced success.
Calvin T. Wheeler, the fourteenth vice-president of the Chi
cago Board of Trade, and president of the Continental National
Bank, has for the past thirty-live years been conspicuous in the
financial and commercial history of this city. He is a native
of the State of New York, and was there reared and educated.
In 1 85 1, he made his first advent into this city and formed a
partnership with T. J. S. Flint, under the firm name of Flint &
Wheeler, and commenced a general commission and grain receiving
business, lie then became a member of the Board of Trade and
was identified with the same for over a quarter of a century. Dur
ing his connection with Flint & Wheeler, the firm was among the
largest receivers in the city. Their first elevator had a capacity of
160,000 bushels and, in 1856, they completed Rock Island Elevator
"A," which had a capacity of seven hundred and fifty thousand
bushels. In 1861, Mr. Wheeler withdrew from that firm, and with
others went into the private banking business. The name of the
firm was Chapin, Wheeler & Co. They were succeeded by William
F. Coolbaugh & Co., who, in 1S65, organized the Union National
Bank of Chicago. Mr. Wheeler became vice-president and director
of the same, occupying the first mentioned official position until
1873, when he engaged in other business until 1S75; then went back
into the Union National Bank as vice-president, and remained until
the death of Mr. Coolbaugh, the president, on November 14, 1877.
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The board of directors of the Union National Bank then made Mr.
Wheeler president of the bank, and he occupied the chair until the
latter part of 1SS2, when he withdrew from the Union National
and organized the Continental National Bank. Of this institution
he is president, director and a heavy stockholder. Mr. Wheeler,
during his connection with the Board of Trade, was one of its
most active and prominent members, occupying positions upon
various important committees, nearly all the time, during the years
1858 to 186S, inclusive. In April, 1862, he was elected to the
presidency of the Board of Trade for the term of one year and, in
18(13, was on the building committee which submitted a report that
finally ended in the erection of the Chamber of Commerce built
before the great fire. During his career as a banker Mr. Wheeler
has become recognized as one of the most able and substantial
bankers in the city, and he has now surrounded himself in his pres
ent business with men who are representatives of all that is progres
sive and conservative. Mr. Wheeler was married to Miss Kate I..
Hoyt, of Michigan, in 1867, but her death occurred in this city on
May, 1883, leaving an only daughter, Kate. Mr. Wheeler is a
member of the Union League Club, and resides near LincolnPark.
The Merchants' Loan and Trust Company, from its
organization, maintained the policy of making only such changes
in the directory of its officers and trustees as became absolutely
necessarv. The resignations of officers have in every instance been
unrestrained on the part of the individuals, and the vacancies in
the board of trustees have only been caused by death, removal from
the city, or voluntary withdrawal. The history of this monetary
institution is given from its organization up to 1871 in the second
volume of this work. The board of trustees, at the time of the
great fire, was comprised of the following gentlemen : Solomon A.
Smith, William E. Doggett, George Armour, E. K. Rogers, P. L.
Yoe, A. H. Burley, C. P. Kellogg,* John Tyrrell, E. Blackman,
H. H. Magie and E. T. Watkins. Of those above named, John
Tyrrell, P. L. Yoe, A. H. Burley, E. Blackman and E. T. Watkins are still trustees. The following gentlemen have taken the
places of the others; all of whom have died : Marshall Field, Byron
L. Smith, John W. Doane, George M. Pullman, Cyrus H. McCormick, Jr., and John DeKoven. The personnel of the present
board of trustees of the Merchants' Loan and Trust Company com
bines to make a most intelligent and conservative body of finan
ciers, each individual being a representative business man and
capitalist of Chicago. To them is due the honor and credit of con
ducting the affairs of that corporation with the same careful and
wise administration that has marked its career in the past. The
following gentlemen were the officers of the bank at the time of the
great fire of 1S71 : Solomon A. Smith, president; William E. Dog
gett, vice-president; Charles Henrotin, cashier; H. E. Lowe,
assistant cashier. Upon the death of President Smith, in 18S1,
John Tyrrell was elected to the office, holding the same until 1884,
when he resigned, and John W. Doane, the present -ncumbent,
was elected in his stead. In 1877, the death of William E. Dog
gett, vice-president, occurred. John Tyrrell was then elected to
the vice-president's office, and upon his elevation to the presidency,
in 1S81, Byron L. Smith succeeded him. The latter resigned in
1885, and P. L. Yoe was made vice-president, which office he now
holds. Charles Henrotin resigned the cashiership in 1S78, and
was succeeded by H. E. Lowe. The latter retained the position
until 1884, when he resigned, and F. C. Osborn was elected thereto.
In 18S4, the office of second vice-president was created, and Orson
Smith was elected to the position. The great fire of 1871 swept
away millions of money, reduced hundreds of merchants to penury,
and caused financial disaster to nearly every National and private
banking institution in Chicago; but, notwithstanding the great
depression that followed for months, the Merchants' Loan and Trust
Company stood unembarrassed, staunch and solid, and in the
month of January, following the conflagration, it declared its usual
semi-annual dividend of five per cent, and had a surplus still re
maining. Such a record no other institution of the kind has
attained, and it is indeed enviable.. When the banks and bankers
of Chicago met shortly after the fire to consult regarding the settle
ment with creditors, it was proposed and importuned by a majority
of those present to adjust the claims of depositors in all banks for
a certain discount on the dollar. President Smith, of the Mer
chants' Loan and Trust Company, firmly refused any such coalition,
and announced that his bank was ready to pay dollar for dollar,
and by his resolut. and honorable decision maintained the unim
paired credit of his bank. In the panics of the past, the Merchants'
Loan and Trust Company has always stood staunch and unwavering.
When other concerns were being drawn upon heavily, the coffers
of its vaults were continually filling with the collaterals and cur
rency of depositors. The bank has continued to make its semi
annual five per cent, dividends with faithful regularity until
recently, when it adopted the policy of dividing three per cent.
* Charles P. Kellogg was succeeded by his father. Palmer V. Kellogg, but
the latter also died a short time after his succession.
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quarterly, and during its whole career has never suspended its busi
ness nor deferred a dividend. After the declaration of quarterly
dividends, its surplus has rapidly increased, until at present it
amounts to $900,000. Of this bank, John Wentworth was one of
its first stockholders, in 1857, and now possesses his original certi
ficate* for $5,000. At that time the capital was $500,000, and
with the augmentation of capital his interest has also been added
to until he now holds $131,000 in stock. It is justly due to him to
state, that it is with his advice and counsel the affairs of the bank
have been so conservatively administered.
Solomon Albert Smith, deceased, was born at Southwark,
Mass., in 1S15, and after a common school education became in
terested with his father, who was then engaged in the manufacture
of powder, as his father had been before him. In those days the
business was necessarily small as compared with its present propor
tions, and Mr. Smith was in the habit of making periodical trips
through the country, disposing of cans and kegs of the explosive,
and making collections. Convinced that the growing West offered
greater attractions to men of push and ambition than the steadygoing New England towns, Mr. Smith resolved to leave his Eastern
home. In 1840, he pushed his way westward, and, after a long
and tedious trip by the Erie Canal and lake steamer, reached Chi
cago. On arriving here he became connected with the firm of
Luther and Matthew Lallin, then the largest manufacturers of pow
der in the United States. In 1841, Mr. Smith became interested
in the business and the firm became Laflins & Smith. Eight years
later, Mr. Boies was admitted to the firm. The name of Laflins &
Smith was retained and continued for several years, when Matthew
Laflin withdrew and the tirm was reorganized as the Laflin & Rand
Powder Company. In i860, Mr. Smith, who had been one of the
original corporators of the Merchant' Loan and Trust Company, and
with which his name is indissolubly connected, was called to the
presidency of the concern, succeeding J. H. Dunham, then largely
engaged in the wholesale grocery business. Mr. Smith, on taking
the presidency, infused new life and vigor into the institution. The
financial outlook was far from promising. The political complica
tions growing out of the election of President Lincoln made capital
exceedingly timid, and the bank-notes, based on Southern stocks and
bonds, were gathered in and sent home for redemption. Bank suspen
sions became numerous, and notes at par one day were at a discount
the next. The situation was an exceedingly trying one. Mr. Smith
went to Springfield, 111., where large blocks of the Southern stock
were on deposit with the Auditor as security for the circulation of
the banks operating under special charter. By carefully watching
the course of events, and bringing to bear the shrewd common sense
which was always his distinguishing characteristic, he so managed
the interests intrusted to his care that his bank passed through the
financial panic precipitated on the country at the breaking out of the
Rebellion. At each successive annual meeting of the bank share
holders, he was re-elected to the presidency, and to its duties he gave
his whole time and energy. In him they had the most perfect con
fidence, and it could not have been bestowed more worthily. His
knowledge of men and things kept it well in hand, and not until the
fire of 1871 did anything occur to break the even tenor of his way.
On that eventful Sunday night all the books of the bank were de
stroyed, and it was not for three or four days afterward that he
learned, to his intense joy (and this was shared alike equally by the
stockholders and depositors), that the money vaults had proved
faithful among the faithless. The greenbacks, drafts and collat
erals were intact. There was enough and more to pay the debts in
full. The directors and Mr. Smith would have been perfectly sat
isfied had their prospective losses swallowed up their entire surplus
and left the capital intact. Thanks to the energy of Mr. Smith,
the depositors were paid in full, and his bank at once jumped into
the highway of prosperity. Two years later the Jay Cooke failure
swept like a panic over the country. Banks tottered and fell, others
temporarily closed their doors, millionaires dropped from affluence to
poverty. But through it all came the Merchants' Loan and Trust
Company unharmed and untouched. Mr. Smith was one of those
men who believed in paying what he owed, his directors indorsed
his action, and as much to him as to anyone else was the financial
credit of the city kept unimpaired. For ten years prior to his death
Mr. Smith had not been well, though promptly and faithfully
attending to his business affairs. After a lingering illness for many
months, he died on November 25, 1879. He was conscious to the
last moment, and the evening before his death he advised his subor
dinates on business matters, and thus virtually controlled the direc
tion of affairs in his bank till almost up to the hour of his death.
Mr. Smith was a man of fine physique and commanding appearance.
In manner he was quiet and rather reserved, but without a particle
of that hauteur which is popularly supposed to be one of the ingre
dients of the successful bank president. He was slow to think, and,
before making up his mind on any question, gave it a mature de* This certificate is dated September 17, 1857, and is among the earliest, if
not the earliest, outstanding.

liberation. Having once arrived at a conclusion, he was immovable.
Krugal and extremely plain in his habits and dress, he devoted him
self exclusively to the duties set before him. Extremely methodical in
his business, his private life bore the same impress. He made no
effort to court public attention, and took no active part in any of
the great questions of the day. With more than a father's devotion
he worked for the interest of his bank, and it was only in the circle
of his most intimate friends that he threw off, even for a brief
respite, the cares and responsibilities of his position. He had but
a passing interest in politics, just enough to understand their rela
tions to the financial interests of the country, and with those who
believed a " National debt to be a National blessing" he had no
alfiiliation. His demise created a void in the banking circles of the
country most difficult to fill. As a banker and financier, Mr. Smith
was rated as one of the strongest of the strong, and to him is due
the greater honor of upholding the commercial credit of our city than
to almost any other one man. Mr. Smith was twice married. I lis first
wife was Miss Mills, a sister of Messrs. M. N. and John R. Mills,
by whom he had three children, all of whom are dead. His second
wife was Miss Marie L. Laflin, by whom he had two sons. Byron
L. Smith, is the only one now living, the present first vice-president
of the Merchants' Loan and Trust Company.
The Northwestern National Bank, ranking among the
oldest and staunchest of this class of Chicago's monetary institutions,
was established in August, 1864, under its present name, and was
the sixth bank in this city organized under the National Banking
Act of 1863. The first officers were Stephen B. Sturges, president,
and George Sturges, cashier ; and the capital stock was at that time
$500,000. The bank first opened its doors in a building on Dear
born street, adjoining the Fremont House, where it remained some
years, when it was removed to rooms in the old Chamber of Com
merce Building, occupying these until it was destroyed in the great
fire of 1871. After that event, and within ten days, business was
resumed in the office of Dr. Reuben I.udlam, on Wabash Avenue,
and at the same time a branch office was opened in the Lind Block
on Randolph Street. In the following year, and as soon as the
Chamber of Commerce was re-built, the Northwestern National
again took up quarters there, and remained about five years ; remov
ing, in 1876, to the present location on the northeast corner of Clark
and Washington streets. Some time afterward S. B. Sturges retired
from the presidency, and shortly thereafter removed to New York,
where he now resides. On his resignation he was succeeded by
Mr. Hammond, who filled the position until George Sturges, who
up to that time had been cashier, was elected president, which office
he still holds. James D. Sturges, the present well-known bank
examiner, became connected with this bank, and was its cashier
until he was made examiner, which necessitated his withdrawal ;
since which, F. W. Gookin, assistant cashier, has performed the
work of this office. In the directory of the Northwestern National
Bank are to be found the following well-known gentlemen of this
city: George Sturges, E. Buckingham, George Straut, M. M. Kirkman and Ldward E. Ayer.
George Sturges, president of the Northwestern National
Bank, is a native of Ohio, and a son of Solomon Sturges, who came
with his family to this city in 1854, and engaged in the grain eleva
tor business, being one of the early operators here in that line. In
1857, in company with George, he opened a private banking house
on Clark Street, near the bridge, under the firm name of Solomon
Sturges & Son. This firm continued in existence until 1864, when
its senior member died. Shortly following this, George Sturges be
came one of the founders of the Northwestern National Bank, was
its first cashier, and later became its president, which position he
still occupies. As a banker and financier his sagacity is manifested
by the following facts : As has already been mentioned, the capi
tal of the Northwestern National Bank, at its organization, was
$500,000, on which of course local taxes were paid. Owing to the
fact that in this city the rate of taxation had reached extortionate
figures, amounting to an almost unbearable burden, Mr. Sturges
determined to avoid their payment, in an honorable way, and yet
leave the credit of his bank wholly unimpaired. Accordingly,
through his influence, the directors of the bank voted to reduce its
capital stock from $500,000 to $200,000, and at the same time pur
chased $1,000,000 in United States 4 per cent, bonds, which are
pledged as a security for the protection of its customers. Mr.
Sturges was also the prime mover in, or the founder of, the pres
ent Clearing-IIouse Association, an institution now admitted to be
indispensable in a city having as many banks as has Chicago. The
first clearing-house was in the rooms of the Northwestern National
Bank, where for thirty days an experimental trial was made as to
its workings, when it was formally organized and put into exist
ence in practically its present form.
Robert S. Buchanan, for the past fifteen years connected
with the Canadian Bank of Commerce, was born at Niagara Falls,
N. Y., on September 22, 1S52. During his youth he enjoyed every
educational advantage, and, in 1S7 1 , came to Chicago to accept a
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clerical position in the concern with which he is now engaged as
accountant. For the past twelve years he has been closely identi
fied with, and one of the most active members of, the First Regi
ment. In March, 1874, he joined the ranks of Co. " C " as a private.
I Ie was one of the best drilled men in the crack company, and
successively rilled the offices of corporal, sergeant, first sergeant and
finally first lieutenant of Co. "C." During the time in which he
held the latter office, he was honored with an election to the cap
taincy of Co. " II," but did not accept, preferring to remain with
his present company. He, however, was in temporary command
of Co. " H " for a short time, after Colonel Diehl left. In Novem
ber, 1884, he was made captain of Co. " E," and since taking
command of that body has brought it up to perfection in military
execution. Captain liuchanan is very proud of his command, for
the reason that the ranks contain none but the l>est young men of
the city in point of civil and military demeanor, courtesy and polite
ness, and as to its standing in point of military drill and execution
Co. "E" is among the most proficient. Captain liuchanan has
been treasurer of the regiment for three years, anil no line officer in
the organization stands higher in the estimation of his fellows than
he. He was married on September 20, 1877, to Miss Mabel R.
Buchanan, a daughter of the late John S. Buchanan, of this city.
They have one son, Bertram.
The National Bank of Illinois was organized in August,
1S71, with George Schneider as president; W. II. Bradley, vicepresident; and W. M. Scudder, cashier. Its paid-up capital was
$300,000, which inside of six months was increased to half a million
dollars. There were no changes in the officers except
that W. A. Hammond became cashier of the bank.
From the last statement of the institution, made March
10, 1885, it is learned that the paid-up capital is
$1,000,000, the surplus $300,000 and the undivided
profits $68,000.
The Illinois Trust and Savings Bank was
organized upon the old charter of the Bank of Sterling
in June, 1873. At this time the paid-up capital was
$500,000 and the deposits $300,000. The bank passed
safely through the panic of October, 1873, and, by
1875, had increased its deposits to $1,250,000. In
1876, the savings'-bank panic struck Chicago, when its
depositors were paid up to about $240,000, and in
1878 a decrease to $100,000 capital took place. In
January, 1882, the deposits were $1,5015,000 and the
capital had been increased to $500,000, and which
$500,000 was all paid up. In 1885, the deposits
amount to $3,400,000, capital $500,000, surplus
$200,000. The uniform financial stability which has
marked the history of the Illinois Trust and Savings
Bank is in great part due to the fact that few changes
have taken place in its list of reliable stockholders. Of
the original stockholders the following are still with
the bank: George Straut, Levi Z. loiter, John B.
Drake, William II. Mitchell, J. C. McMullen, Isaac
Waixel, William H. Smith, L. B. Sidway, George
Sturges, John Crerar, R. T. Crane, John McCaffery,
Anson Stager, James S. Gibbs and John R. Lindgren.
Its first officers were I-. B. Sidway, president; H. G.
Powers, first vice-president; John B. Drake, second
vice-president; James S. Gibbs, cashier. In January,
1878, Mr. Bowers became president; Mr. Drake, first
vice-president; W. II. Mitchell, second vice-president;
Mr. Gibbs, cashier, and J. J. Mitchell, assistant cash
ier. In 1880, Mr. Powers resigned and J. J. Mitchell
was elected president. There has been no other change
in the management. In conclusion, it may be stated
that the bank is the only institution of the kind in
Chicago which loans on a strictly cash security.
Among the important interests managed by the trust
department of the bank, and under the direct super
vision of President Mitchell, are those of the Union
Warehouse Company and the Keith and Neely ele
vators.
John J. Mitchell, president of the Illinois
Trust and Savings Bank since 1880, was at the time
of his elevation to this position the youngest incum
bent of such an office, connected with a metropolitan institution,
in the United Slates. He was born at Alton, III., on November
3, 1853, being the son of William II. Mitchell, for many years
president of the F"irst National Bank, of that city, and a large
stockholder, from its organization, of the Illinois Trust and Savings
Bank. He, with his wife, whose maiden name was Mary A. Small,
located in Alton as early as 1839. After receiving a primary edu
cation, young Mitchell was sent to the Waterville (Me.) Institute,
but left, in 1873, without having completed his course, to become
a messenger boy in the bank of which he is now president- the

steps of his advancement were teller, assistant-cashier, and presi
dent. In addition to fulfilling the duties which attach to this post,
Mr. Mitchell acts as director in the Traders' Insurance Company
and Chicago Stock Exchange.
The Corn Exchange Bank is the successor of the Corn Ex
change National Bank, which commenced operations in 1870. The
officers of the concern then were Julian S. Rumsey, president; S.
A. Kent, vice-president; and Orson Smith, cashier. After the great
fire, the bank was opened for business in the basement of the house
of B. P. Hutchinson, one of the directors. His residence was then
on Wabash Avenue, just above Harrison Street. In the following
December the bank was removed to Room No. 1, in Lind's Block,
northwest corner of Randolph and Market streets. In October,
1872, it was located in the Chamber of Commerce building and there
remained until it went out of existence as a National Bank, in March,
1S81. When the bank closed its officers were, S. A. Kent, presi
dent and Mr. Smith, cashier; the capital $1,000,000 and ihe surplus
$500,000. Then Messrs. B. P. and C. I.. Hutchinson and S. A.
Kent organized a company, and continued as the Corn Exchange
Bank. Charles C. Swinborne was made assistant-cashier and took
general charge of affairs. The capital of the bank is Si,000,000
and it has a surplus of an additional million dollars. In May, 1883,
the bank was located at No. 92 LaSalle Street and, on the com
pletion of the Insurance Exchange Building, on LaSalle and Adams,
it was removed to large and elegant quarters on the main floor. The
operations of the Corn P^xchange Bank are largely confined to the
business of the Board of Trade, and it has unquestionably the
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largest clientage from that class of business men of any banking in
stitution in Chicago.
Charles C. Swinborne was born at New York City in 1851,
but, with his parents, came West in 1859, locating at Dixon, 111.
His education was such as is afforded in the common schools of the
West. On leaving Dixon he came to Chicago in 1869. He then
took a position with the banking house of George C. Smith & Bro.,
with whom he remained until their failure in 1874. I le then became
connected with the Corn Exchange National Bank, and served as
teller in that concern until it went out of existence in 1881. The
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Corn Exchange Rank was then organized, and Mr. Swinborne was
retained by the proprietors, and placed in full charge of the bank's
affairs. The owners of the bank had such confidence in Mr. Swinborne's ability and integrity that they placed him at the head of their
banking department, with the title of assistant-cashier, the only
titled official of that bank. Mr. Swinborne has won his present
status by the faithful performance of his duties in the past, and from
an under-clerk has rapidly made his way to a position where his
abilities are recognized by his employers and the public. He was
married on November 16, 1875, to Miss Jennie L. Wade, of this
city. They have one son,—Charles W. Mr. Swinborne is a mem
ber of the Douglas Club and of the Royal Arcanum, Oakwood
Council, No. 805.
Franklin I). Gray, president of the National Safe Deposit
Company of Chicago, is one of the early merchants of this city and
has been identified with the wholesale grocery trade for over forty
consecutive years. Mr. Gray was born at Sharon, Litchfield Co.,
Conn., on May 19, 1818. His father was a farmer, and the boy
worked on the farm and attended the district school until he was
ten years of age. With the exception of one year spent in the high
school, this was the only educational opportunity he ever enjoyed.
He left his home when twelve years old, and took a position as
clerk in a country grocery store at Goshen Centre, Conn. He con
tinued employed there until he had attained the age of twenty-one,
and then, in company with Messrs. Norton and Walter, of Gos
hen, he came to Chicago in 1840. The latter named gentlemen
opened a general store on South Water Street, and Mr. Gray con
tinued to act as clerk for them until January, 1845, when he was
admitted into the house, the firm then becoming Norton, Walter & ,
Co. This firm dissolved in 1849, and Mr. Gray formed a partner
ship with E. W. Densmore. In 1S53, the firm became Cray, Densmore & Phelps, and five years later Mr. Gray bought out Mr.
Densmorc's interest, and took in his brother, Moses W. Gray, and
Frederick Gaylord as partners, the new firm name becoming Gray,
Phelps & Co. In January, 1869, Mr. Gaylord withdrew, and the
co-partnership name of Gray Brothers & Phelps was assumed,
Franklin D. Gray and George H. Phelps attending to the business
here, while the other partner resided in New Vork and was pur
chaser of goods for the establishment. The firm has changed
variously since, until the present style of the concern is Gray, Burt
& Kingman, composed of Moses W. Gray, William Burt, Charles
II. Kingman as general partners, and Franklin 1). Gray as special
partner. On January 1, 18S0, Mr. Gray retired from active con
nection with the grocery trade, to devote his personal attention to
the interests of the National Safe Deposit Company. In 1867,
when Mr. Nickerson was elected president of the First National
Bank of Chicago, Mr. Gray was elected vice-president, after having
been one of the directors for two years previously. He held that
official position till the organization of the National Safe Deposit
Company, when he resigned the vice-presidency of the bank and
accepted the office of president of the Deposit Company. Mr.
Gray has always been more or less identified with the benevolent,
charitable and general public movements and institutions of Chicago
since he came to the city. He was a volunteer fireman in an early
day, and now prizes, among his most precious relics, a certificate of
ten years' faithful service in that capacity, from Charles M. Gray,
mayor. He was a member of Engine Company No. 1, acting as
secretary and treasurer thereof during the entire ten years. He
was one of the founders of the Firemen's Insurance Company. He
was vice-president of the Chicago Home for the Friendless in 1S65,
president of the same institution for a number of years thereafter,
and is now vice-president. He has been a liberal and cheerful con
tributor to many of the charitable and benevolent institutions
of the city, and it is his peculiar fate to be chosen as an officer of
almost every company or institution in which he manifests a per
sonal interest. Mr. Gray is a prominent member of the Calumet
Club. Mr. Gray was married on July 4, 1843, at Norfolk, Litch
field Co., Conn., to Miss Ann O. Phelps, daughter of Jeremiah
W. Phelps, of that place. They have only one child, Isabella C.
Gray. This is the brief history of one of Chicago's most success
ful businessmen. His career has been marked with an energetic
administration of his business affairs, and though he is now ap
proaching the allotted three-score-and-ten years, he is yet very active
and energetic, and personally attends to the management of the
large and important interests confided to his care.
John Chamberlain Nef.ly, cashier of the Merchants' National
Bank, son of Alexander and Mary Jane Neely, was born at Belvidere, 111., on August 28, 1840. After finishing his studies at Westfield, Mass., and Vonkers, N. V., he became infected with the Pike's
Peak gold fever, and started, in April. 1859, to seek his fortune in the
F'ar West. He spent the greater part of three years in the Rocky
Mountain region, in and about Denver, returning in January, 1862.
On February 10, 1862, he enlisted as a private in Battery "I," 1st
Regiment Light Artillery, Illinois Volunteers, then organizing at
Camp Douglas. The battery was soon ordered to St. Louis, tocom-

plete its organization and equipment, when he received a commission
from the Governor as junior second lieutenant. About April i,the
battery was ordered to Pittsburg Landing, arriving there late Satur
day night, and participating in the memorable battle of Shiloh the
following Sunday and Monday ; soon after which he was appointed
ordnance officer on the staff of Major General W. T. Sherman,
serving with him in the siege of Corinth, the march to Memphis, and
in the siege and battles about Vicksburg. At Memphis heorganized
a general depot of ordnance supplies, constructing extensive repair
shops and warehouses for the storage of arms and munitions of war,
this being the only supply and repair depot between St. Louis and
New Orleans. During the siege and until after the capitulation of
Vicksburg, he was in the field with General Sherman, and supplied
the greater part of the ammunition used by General Grant's army,
having headquarters, during the siege, on a steamboat on the Yazoo
River, where the ordnance supplies from the northern arsenals and
supply depots were consigned to him. After the surrender of Vicks
burg, broken in health, he returned to Memphis, remaining there
until the fall of 1864, when lie was promoted to the captaincy of his
battery, joining it at Nashville, Tenn. During the battle of Nash
ville, he was inspector of artillery, having under his supervision a
park of forty batteries of artillery. He again rejoined his com
mand at Eastport, Miss., remaining there and at Iuka, Miss., until
July, 1865, when, the War being over, he returned with his command
to Chicago, and was honorably mustered out of service July 26,1865.
He engaged in banking in the First National Bank of lielvidere, III.,
the president of the bank being General Allen C. Fuller, who, during
the War, was adjutant-general of Illinois. After a year at lielvi
dere, he came to Chicago, and entered the service of the Commercial
National Hank as bookkeeper, and afterward was corresponding and
discount clerk. He entered the Merchants' National Hank in De
cember, 1S70, as a bookkeeper, serving through every grade to
assistant cashier, which position he held for ten years, succeeding
John DeKoven as cashier on January 13, 1883. Mr. Neely is an
active member of the Masonic fraternity, a member of Landmark
Lodge, Chicago Chapter, and was commander, for two terms, of
Chevalier Bayard Commandery, No. 52, Knights Templar. He was
married on May 26, 1871, to Mary E. Crosby, and has twochildren,
—John Crosby and Carrie Blair.
Frederick E. Acker, the assistant managing bookkeeper of
the First National Hank, was born on March 7, 1802, at Tomali,
Wis., the son of J. II. Acker, a commission dealer. He attended
the common schools until he was fifteen years of age, when he
entered the bank of Tomah as bookkeeper and teller, remaining
there for two years. At the end of that time he went to Milwaukee,
accepting the position of chief cashier in the retail dry goods house
of Kich & Silber. Two years later, he became the cashier and
bookkeeper of the Anchor Line Transportation Company, at Mil
waukee, and, at the end of the season of 1882, came to Chicago
and entered the First National Hank, taking a position in the clear
ing-house department. I Ie was afterwards promoted to the regis
tering department, and now holds the responsible post of assistant
general bookkeeper. Mr. Acker, although but twenty-two years
of age, has reached his present standing in the commercial world
entirely through his own exertions, and maintains it by honest merit
and industry.
Edward Lester Brewster, son of F'rederick W. and Jeannette (Downs) Brewster, was born at Brockport, Monroe Co., N.
Y., in 1S42. His grandfather was Judge Henry Brewster, of Gen
esee County, N. \'. He attended the Brockport Collegiate Insti
tute until he was about fifteen years of age, when he became a clerk
in a dry goods store in that place, and remained there a little over a
year. He then went to Buffalo, N. Y., and obtained a position as
clerk in one of the largest insurance agencies, remaining there until
November, i860, when he came to Chicago. While in the service
of an insurance agency at Buffalo, he devoted his leisure time to
study at a commercial college, and, thus equipped, he found no
difficulty in securing employment on his arrival here. He first
became connected with the banking house of Messrs. Edward I.
Tinkham & Co., at the corner of Lake and Clark streets, and from
that time to the present he has been either directly or indirectly
identified with the banking interests of Chicago. In January, 1868,
in connection with Samuel P. Farrington, he established the whole
sale grocery house of Farrington & Brewster, at the corner of Dear
born and South Water streets. Though a heavy loser by the
great fire, he was able to pay dollar for dollar, and successfully
continued in the grocery business until July 1, 1S72, when he
retired from the firm to engage in a general banking and brokerage
business, associating himself with John II. Wrenn, under the firm
name of Wrenn & Brewster. Their place of business was at first
on Wabash Avenue, in the vicinity of Congress Street, but in the
spring of 1873, they moved to No. 96 Washington Street. The
firm successfully weathered the financial panic of 1873, and re
mained in existence until January, 1876, when it was dissolved.
Mr. Rrewster continued alone, in the same line of business, at No.
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101 Washington Street, but finding himself cramped for room, soon
moved to more commodious quarters, across the street, at No. 104.
In July, 1883, he arranged a consolidation of his house with that
of Messrs. Gwynne & Day (successors to A. O. Slaughter), bank
ers, No. 111-13 Dearborn Street (Orannis Block), and removed to
that place. At this time he associated with him Daniel Ullmann
and Charles C. Yoe, under the firm name of Edward I,. Brewster
& Co. They remained in the Grannis Block until it was destroyed
by fire on the evening of February 19, 1885, and
then moved to their present quarters, at the corner
of Dearborn and Washington Streets. As evidence
of Mr. Brewster's business energy and quickness of
action, it may be stated that, while the fire was
driving him from his old place of business, he se
cured the new one, and was ready to proceed with
business without embarrassment or delay. When
the new Board of Trade building was completed,
Mr. Brewster, recognizing the change in business
center, established a branch office in that building,
and connected it with his main office by private
wire, thus securing a means of instantaneous and
absolutely private communication between the two
offices. Mr. Brewster has been a member of the
Board of Trade since 1873, and of the New York
Stock Exchange since 1881. He was married to
Mary, daughter of Hiram Niles, of Buffalo, N. Y.,
in 1866 ; and though five children have resulted
from the union, but two survive, a boy of thirteen
years and a girl of seven years.
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kee Avenue. Four years later, he engaged in the produce commis
sion business until 1865, when he was seriously injured by an
explosion, which necessitated his retirement from business for
nearly two years. In 1S67, he established himself in the real-estate
and loan business at the corner of Randolph and Canal streets,
and, in April, 1870, formed a partnership with Charles Kozminski,
which continued until January, 1884, when the present firm of Fel
senthal, Gross & Miller, was founded. In 1864, Mr. Felsenthal

THE AMERICAN BANKERS' ASSO
CIATION.
The American Bankers' Association
was organized at Philadelphia, on October
4, 1876, and consists of-the leading bankers
and financiers throughout the country. As
might be expected of the greatest grain,
lumber, live-stock and packing market in
the world, Chicago has been active and
prominent in the affairs of this organiza
tion. Lyman J. Gage, of the First National
Bank, has been three times elected presi
dent of the body, and now holds the office.
George Schneider, John J. P. Odell, and
other Chicago bankers have been active
members.
Felsenthal, Gross & Miller.—This bank
ing-house was established here in January, 1884,
succeeding the firm of Felsenthal ik Kozminski,
which was originally founded in 1870. The mem
bers of the firm of Felsenthal, Gross & Miller, at
the date when it was established, were Herman
Felsenthal, Jacob Gross, Frederick Miller, and
Adam Miller. Frederick Miller, who was an old
and honored citizen of Chicago, died on January 18,
1885, his estate, however, still retaining an interest
in the business of the firm of which he in his lifetime was a member.
The location of this house is now, as it has been from the first, at
Nos. 80-82 Fifth Avenue. In addition to a general banking business,
the firm also acts as financial agents for prominent capitalists in this
and other countries, and do a general discount business, making a
specialty of real-estate loans. All the members of this firm are old
and well-known citizens of Chicago, and, as such, brief sketches of
them can not fail to be of interest.
//. Felsenthal is a native of Germany, born at Offenbach, in
the Prussian province of the Rhine, in 1S34. His parents, Benja
min and Agatha Felsenthal, immigrated in 1861, and his father
died in New York City, while en route to his children in this city ;
Mrs. Agatha Felsenthal, a most estimable lady,' arrived here safely,
and resided with her children until her demise on November 2y,
1882. His father, Benjamin, was a prominent teacher at Offen
bach, and it is therefore needless to say that the son of whom we
write received a careful training in the schools of his native place.
In 1854, and when only twenty years of age, Mr. Felsenthal decided
to come to America. He spent two years in New York City,
Rochester, N. Y., and Cleveland, Ohio, and then came West and
located in Chicago, which has since been his home. He first
sought, and obtained, employment as a bookkeeper with the old
firm of Greenebaum's Sons, with which house he remained one
year. He then embarked in the retail grocery business on Milwau

was elected a member of the Board of Education, proving himself a
most efficient member of that body for two years. At the end of
that time, though still taking the warmest interest in educational
matters, he found it impossible, owing to the demands of his busi
ness, to longer retain his membership, and accordingly resigned his
position, much to the regret of his many friends. For years Mr.
Felsenthal has also taken a prominent part in the social as well as
the business walks of life. He is a prominent and leading member
of the Sinai Congregation, and of the I.O.B. B. and Masonic fra
ternities. Mr. Felsenthal married, in 1857, Miss Gertrude Hyman,
daughter of Elijah Hyman, of Germany. They have nine children,
two sons and seven daughters. Eli B. , the eldest, was reared and
educated in this city, and is now a practicing attorney and a mem
ber of the law firm of Thompson & Felsenthal. Leah, the eldest
daughter, is now the wife of Benjamin Bissinger, a well-known
real-estate dealer in this city. Judith, the second daughter, is mar
ried to Samuel J. Cline, also of Chicago, and who is credit-man
with the firm of Beifeld Bros. The other children are Flora, Han
nah, Rosa, Emily M., Matilda E. and Herbert C.
Jacob Gross, State Treasurer of Illinois, and for the past twelve
years clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, has justly earned
all his honors by a life of industry and faithful performance of
whatever trust was imposed upon him; but, whether as a brave
soldier or an able, conscientious public servant, he has ever con
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ducted himself with the courtesy of a gentleman, which has so
thoroughly established him in the hearts of the people. He was
born on February II, 1840, in Jacobsweiler, Rheinpfalz, Germany,
where his father, Henry Gross, lived as a farmer in moderate cir
cumstances. Jacob received a common school education, his father
dying when he was only thirteen years of age. Three of his uncles
had previously immigrated to the United States and established
themselves in business in Chicago. Two years after the loss of
his father (in 1S55), he came to this city and joined his relatives.
For one year after his arrival he was a pupil in the old Brown
School, or " District No. 8," after which he learned the tin-smith's
trade and clerked in a store owned by his brother-in-law, at Richton, Cook County. Upon the breaking out of the Civil War he
became anxious to serve his adopted country in the defense of its
unity, and, in August, 1862, joined Co. " 15," 82d Illinois Regi
ment, better known as the "Second Hecker Regiment." As a
private, he participated in all its stirring events, being with his com
mand at Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Lookout Mountain, Resaca,
etc. On May 25, 1864, while in the thickest of the fight at the
battle of Dallas, Ga., he had his right leg shattered above the knee.
Until November he lay in the hospital at Chattanooga and Nash
ville, and, gangrene having set in, the surgeons were obliged to make
four amputations in order to save his life. After being convales
cent he was transported to the Marine Hospital, at Chicago, and in
F'ebruary 1865, he was honorably discharged from service. Upon
his return to Chicago, he passed through a course in a commercial
college and next served as deputy clerk in the Police Court. In
1867, he was chosen collector of the West Town of Chicago, and
was twice re-elected. Commencing his long term of service as clerk
of the Circuit Court in 1872, he continued in that responsible posi
tion until nominated by the republicans as State Treasurer in 1884.
His popularity throughout the State was shown by the fact that he
polled a vote which placed him second upon the ticket. Mr. Gross
assumed the duties of his present position on the second Monday
of January. He has also been a partner in the substantial German
banking house of Felsenthal, Gross & Miller, since December,
1883. Mr. Gross joined Lessing Lodge, No. 557, A.F. & A.M.,
in 1868, and is a member of the G.A.R. Post No. 28, of the
Veteran Post and Veteran Union League. He was married, on
October 19, 1870, to Miss Emma Schade, by whom he has three
children.
Frederick Miller was born at Kaiser Lautern, Germany, on
June 28, 1826. After completing his course at the Latin and in
dustrial schools of his native town, he attended the PolytechnicInstitute at Munich. Shortly after leaving this institution he, in
1848, became identified with the revolutionists, in whose affairs he
took so prominent a part that he was soon forced to become an
exile from his native country. Accordingly, in that year, in com
pany with his brother Adam, he set sail for America, and, at once
coming West, arrived in Chicago in August, 1848. Their first
business venture here was in the grocery trade on West Madison
Street, between Canal and Clinton streets. A few years later, they
purchased property on Clark Street, between Randolph and Lake
streets, and established themselves there until 1855. In that year
they dissolved partnership; Adam removing with his parents to a
farm near Richland, in Cook County, and Frederick remaining in
Chicago as a member of the grocery firm of D. A. Crary & Co.
In April, 1857, he severed his connection with this house, and, re
moving to Richton, again joined his brother in the business of general
merchandising, where they continued together for over twenty-live
years; during that time they were honored with nearly every office in
the gift of the people of that community. In 1884, both brothers
became members of the present banking firm of F elsenthal, Gross
& Miller. Mr. Miller remained a member of that firm until his
death, which occurred on January 18, 1885. He was married, in
1855, to Miss Kathrina Gross, daughter of Henry Gross, and by
whom he has had four children—two sons and two daughters,—
Charlie, Katie (now Mrs. Charles Smith), George and Henrietta
(now Mrs. Charles Marker).
Adam Miller is a native of Germany, born on January 22,
1831. He was given a liberal education in the Latin and industrial
schools until his seventeenth year, at which time he accompanied
his brother to this country, arriving in Chicago in 1848. From
that time until the date of his brother's death, which has already
been given, he was associated with him in his business career and
shared with him the labors and successes of a long and busy life.
Mr. Miller married, in 1856, Miss Gertrude Gross, daughter of
Henry Gross. They have two children, —F red and Henry.
Peterson Sc Bay.—Among the leading of Chicago's private
banking institutions is this well-known house, a brief history of
which, and its founders, is here given. In 1873, Andrew Peterson
and George P. Bay associated themselves, under their present firm
name of Peterson & Bay, anil opened a private banking office at
No. 36 South Clark Street. They remained there five years, when
they removed to No. 164 Randolph Street, and five years later to

their present location, No. 163 on the same thoroughfare. While
ranking as one of the principal private banking-houses of Chicago,
the firm also does a large business in real-estate, having been iden
tified with many of the leading transactions in Chicago realty since
the great fire. In addition to conducting a bank of deposit they
do a general loan and discount business, dealing extensively in local
stocks and securities. As bankers they enjoy the confidence and
esteem of the business public, and as sound, safe and conservative
financiers they deservedly take a leading rank among the bankers
of the West.
Andrew Peterson, the senior member of the firm, was born at
the town of Kolding, Denmark. He was reared and educated in
that country, until he had reached his nineteenth year. He then
concluded to make a visit to this country, and shortly after coming
was induced to remain and engage in business at Watertown, Wis.,
with a friend of his. He there stayed in business as a general mer
chant until 18OS, when, disposing of a portion of his interests, he
came to Chicago, not locating permanently here however until 1S72.
Mr. Peterson married Miss Josephine E. Niles, daughter of John
Niles, of Mishawaka, Ind. She died on March 9, 1884.
George P. Buy is also a native of I lenmark, and was born at the
town of Wiborg, on July 9, 1 830. H is father, Soren Bay, was an offi
cer of the town where the son of whom we write was born, and of
which the latter's grandfather was also, in his day, a burgomaster.
George was given a liberal education, and on attaining his majority
apprenticed himself to learn the trade of a wood turner. In 1852,
and when only twenty-two years of age, he left Denmark and came
to America, locating at once in Chicago where he has since lived.
Here he engaged for a time in the furniture business ; then in the
retail grocery trade from 1861 until 1873 ; at which time, in com
pany with A. Peterson, he founded the business the history of
which has already been given. Mr. Bay married, in 1855, Miss
Clara T. Buck, daughter of R. Buck of McHenry County, III.
They had eleven children, five sons and six daughters ; of these,
two, a son and daughter, are deceased. Those living are,—Clara
H., now the wife of Rudolph Miller, of Washington Territory;
Alice B., married to Frank D. Blish, <}f Englewood ; Charles P.,
now of the firm of Bay& Buttler, wagon manufacturers ; Agnes G.,
wife of William Spinks, of Englewood. The youngerare Hiram
1L, Kffie I.., Flenry M., Irene Jeanette and George P., Jr.
E. S. Dreyer & Co.—The greatest bankers and financial
agents that the world has known have been members of the great
German nation, and among the prominent fiduciary agents and
repositories of public funds and trust in our own city, the large ma
jority are Germans. In this category must be included E. S. Dreyer
& Co., which firm was established on February I, 1873, by F^. S.
Dreyer, under his own name. In 1876, Edward Koch became a part
ner, and the firm name was changed to E. S. Dreyer & Co., which
name has since remained the same. On January 1, 1879, Robert Berger
was also admitted into the partnership. This firm transacts a general
banking, real-estate, and mortgage business, and therein takes rank
with the first of these establishments in the city. To quote the terse
but expressive language of the head of the firm: " We pay our
debts, usually have a little over, and desire to make no special
exhibit of our business. If it was poor, it would excite the pity
of others; if it was good, it would create their envy; and we covet
neither pity nor envy. You can say our business well satisfies us."
It may well do so, being prosperous, flourishing and continually
increasing.
E. S. Dreyer was born on August 5, 1844, at Buckeburg,
Schaumburg Lippe, Ciermany. He received a liberal education and
spent several years at school in his native city and in the City of
Ilameln, Hanover. His studies included the classical, mathematical
and scientific, as well as general literature. He lost his mother at
four years of age and his father at eleven, and, up to fifteen, lived
with different relatives, in the meantime attending school, his
schooling being defrayed by the Government, as his father, and his
ancestors, for many generations, had held the Government office of
F orester. This office was an inherited office, which he could have
had if he had so chosen, but he preferred to cast it aside and choose
an occupation for himself. At fifteen years, he left his studies and
learned carriage-trimming. In this employment he engaged until
he was nearly twenty-one years of age and was about to be drafted
into the Army. He concluded to come to America and visit his
aunt, his mother's sister, who was living in Chicago. After coming
to this city, he attended Dyhrenfurth's business college for fourteen
months and Bryant & Stratton's for six months. He soon after was
employed by the Knauer Brothers, a real-estate firm, where he re
mained for seven and one-half years, commencing his engagement
on June, 1S64. In February, 1872, he started in the business of
real-estate and loans for himself at No. 72 Dearborn Street, and in
about three years after he removed to No. 90 Dearborn, and, after
remaining there for a few months, he came to his present quarters.
During Mr. Dreyer's residence of twenty years in Chicago he has
made many friends, and his ability was formally recognized by the
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public in December, 1884. At this time he was chosen tax collector
of North Chicago, and his popularity was strikingly shown by the
fact that out of thirty-two candidates for the position he was unani
mously elected. The election was called to till the vacancy caused
by the death of F. J. Niebling, and the responsibility of the trust is
evident from the fact that he was obliged to give bonds in the sum
of $2, 180,000. Mr. Dreyer was married on August 26, 1876, to
Augusta Billigmann whose father, F. W. Billigmann, died on Sep
tember 26, 1873, at the age of fifty-eight years, and whose mother,
at the age of sixty-one, is living with Mr. Dreyer. Mr. Billigmann
was among the early settlers in this city, and died leaving a large es
tate. Mr. Dreyer has three children, —Charlotte S., born June 12,
1877; Edward S., born November 24, tS8o; and Florence S., born
September 4. 1883.
Henry J. Christoph.—This private banking-house was estab
lished by Mr. Christoph in 1S72, the place of business being located
on Wabash Avenue, near Twelfth Street. Shortly afterward he re
moved to No. 75 Clark Street, and, in 1S75, to his present location, at
the northeast corner of LaSalle and Randolph streets. Here, be
occupies the entire lower floor of the premises, and transacts a gen
eral banking and brokerage business.
HenryJacob Christoph is the son of Henry and Christina (Kaege)
Christoph, and was born near Worms, Duchy of Hessen-Darmstadt,
on June 24, 1849. His father was a landed proprietor in easy circum
stances, and the son received his education at the public schools and
Gymnasium of Worms. When about seventeen years of age, he con
nected himself with a silk house at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, in order
to learn the business, remaining there two years, when he abandoned
the country of his birth to avoid conscription into the army, this
being against his religion, that of a Mennonite. After travelling for
a short time upon the Continent and through England, he sailed for
America with the intention of making Chicago his future home. He
arrived here in September, 1868, and soon secured a position as clerk
in the banking-house of Messrs. Greenebaum & Co., who then carried
on business at the corner of LaSalle and Lake streets. Here he
remained until 1S71, when he revisited his early home. On his
return, six months later, he opened a loan and real-estate office at No.
511 Wabash Avenue, but soon moved to No. 71 Clark Street, and then
engaged in a general banking business. In 1875, he again changed
his place of business to the corner of LaSalle and Randolph streets,
and soon after to the Grannis Block, on Dearborn Street, but, in
1883, returned to the corner of LaSalle and Randolph streets, where
he now is. Mr. Christoph was married, in 1878, to Harriet, daughter
of Conrad Seipp, of Chicago, and has two children, a girl six and
one-half years old, and a boy fifteen months younger. He has been
a member of the Board of Trade for some three years, but is not
active on the Board.
WasMANSDORFF & Heineman.—This firm was formed on Jan
uary 1, 1872, by Otto Wasmansdorff and William Heineman, for
the purpose of carrying on a general banking, real-estate, loan, bro
kerage, foreign exchange and steamship-passage business, and since
their advent in financial circles have conducted a successful and
prosperous concern. Their first office was located on the second
floor of No. 161 West Lake Street, but they only remained there a
short time. The firm was one of the very first to remove to the
re-built business district after the conflagration of October, 1871, and
they secured the first office in the Metropolitan Block, locating in
the basement at No. 165 Randolph Street. They then carried on a
general banking business and represented the North German Lloyd
Steamship Company, the Hamburg- American Packet Company,
besides several Liverpool steamship companies. From the very
foundation of their business they have prospered, and, in February,
18S2, were obliged to remove to more commodious quarters. They
now occupy the roomy basement in the Yates Building, on the south
west corner of Randolph and LaSalle streets. In 1884, Wasmans
dorff & Heineman were appointed general western passenger agents
of the Red Star Line (Royal Belgian Mail steamers), between Antwerp
and New York and Philadelphia. They deal in all kinds of negotiable
paper securities, negotiate real-estate mortgage loans, receive de
posits and issue foreign and domestic exchange. Wasmansdorff &
Heineman successfully rode the financial storm of 1873, and have
exhibited themselves as careful, conservative and trustworthy busi
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ness men. They receive a large clientage from the German-speaking
population, and their annual transactions are constantly increasing.
William Heineman was born on January 10, 1843, at NewStrelitz, capital of the Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg-Strelitz. His
father was a merchant of that place, Carl Friedrich Heineman, and
his mother's maiden name was Auguste Pittius. The son, William,
was educated at New-Strelitz, but, shortly after entering the high
school there, removed with his parents to Woldegk, where he en
tered the highest class in the splendid schools of that town, and
finished his education by taking private lessons in languages and
other branches. In July, 1861, the family emigrated to America, com
ing directly to this city. The senior Heineman died here in 1867, and
his widow is still living in this city, William Heineman, on coming
here, possessed such an education that he was at once enabled to se
cure a situation, and he took a position with the firm of Greenebaum
& Foreman, real-estate and loan brokers. He remained with them
about two years, and then took the position of bookkeeper in the
lithographing establishment of Charles Shober. In 1865, he entered
the employ of the Western Hank Note F'ngraving Company, which
was organized in Chicago by Messrs. Charles Knickerbocker and
Clarence C. Cheney, both of Albany, New York. After two years
connection with them, he went into partnership with his former
employer, Charles Shober, but, in 1870, returned to the Western
Bank Note Company, with whom he remained until after the great
fire of October, 1871. Mr. Heineman had by that time secured
sufficient means to enable him to go into business, and, on Janu
ary 1, 1S72, formed business relations with his present partner, Mr.
Wasmansdorff. Mr. Heineman is an active, energetic business
man, and his record as an upright, honorable gentleman has been
free from tarnish. The firm of which he is a member enjoys a
large patronage, and, since embarking into business on his own ac
count, he has been very successful. He was married on November
25, 1868, to Miss Katie M. Gross, eldest daughter of Jacob Gross,
who came to this city in 1837. At the request of Mr. Heineman's
affianced, the ceremony was performed on the site of the old family
homestead, upon which now stands a Masonic Hall. This hall is
where Lessing Lodge, No. 557, A.F. & A.M., is located, and of
which lodge Mr. Gross and Mr. Heineman are members. Special
dispensation of the Grand Master of the Order of the State of Illi
nois, was secured, and the ceremony was performed by Rev. Joseph
Hurtman, pastor of First German Evangelical Lutheran Reformed
Church. This wedding ceremony was the first and only one ever
performed in a Masonic Lodge Hall in the State of Illinois, and
probably in the United States. Mr. and Mrs. Heineman have
been blessed with five children, —Clara Auguste Elizabeth, Willie,
Alfred, Katie May and George. Mr Heineman became a member
of Lessing Lodge in 1S68, and served as Worshipful Master of the
same three years—from 1877 to 1S80. He has been a member of
the board of trustees of the North Western Masonic Aid Associa
tion of Chicago since 1875, and at present occupies the position.
H. SCHAFFNER & Co. —This private banking business was es
tablished here, in 1878, by H. Schaffner and A. G. Becker, under
their present firm name. Their first place of business was at No.
123 LaSalle Street, where they remained until 1881, when they re
moved to their present quarters at No. 125 on the same thorough
fare. This firm does a general banking and brokerage business,
including also note-brokerage and local bonds. Mr. Schaffner,
senior member of the firm, is a native of Germany, born in HessenDarmstadt, in 1845. When only eighteen years of age he came to
this country and located in Chicago, which has since been his home.
Here he obtained employment with Henry Greenebaum, whose
bank was afterward merged in the German National Bank, of which
institution he became cashier at its organization, and so remained
until in 1S78, when he became the founder of the business in which
he is still engaged.
A. G. Becker, of the firm of H. Schaffner & Co., bankers, was
born in Ohio, where his parents resided. They located in Chicago,
in 1862, where A. G. was reared and educated. He entered the
service of the German National Bank as bookkeeper, and remained
there in that capacity until 1878, when, in company with Mr. Schaff
ner, he engaged in business on his own account.

REAL- ESTATE

The fire of 1871 caused less of a shock to the realestate interests of Chicago than was at first anticipated.
After the momentary bewilderment consequent upon
so great a disaster, a renewed buoyancy was imparted
to the market, and, within a week, capitalists from New
York, Boston, Cincinnati and St. Louis had invested
over a million dollars in the burned district. Between
March and October of the succeeding year, the sales
of city real-estate amounted to over forty-five million
dollars, while suburban property valued at upward of
five million dollars changed hands. So far from being
paralyzed, the trade, during the two years immediately
succeeding the fire, was unsurpassed in the history of
Chicago. The era is still spoken of among dealers as
the " great speculation years." Aside from the large
investments of outside parties, it is notable that since
1870, the accumulations that formerly went into savings
banks have sought real-estate investments, and at the
present time hundreds of safe and profitable building
and loan associations exist, and operate upon these
savings, to the advantage of small investors.
The transactions since the fire show that the number
of sales and amounts of consideration were about equal
for the years 187 1 and 1872. The losses of the fire had
not yet been repaired, when the disastrous set back
caused by the financial crash of 1873 occurred, produ
cing, in 1874, a falling-off in sales of over $11,000,000,
and, in 1875, of $25,000,000, from those of 1873. In
comparing the total sales for fourteen years, it will be
seen that, as between 1873 and 1877, the decrease was
over $40,000,000 in the latter year. In 1876, the total
sales fell to $42,000,000, and the backward tendency
continued during 1877, when the total amount was but
$38,000,000. In 1878, there was an improvement in the
volume of business, but the signs of an expected " boom"
failed, and the recorded transfers have never since
reached the figures of 1872-73.
From 1871 to 1879, many owners of valuable realestate, who previously had been leaders in all improve
ments, were hampered by the necessity of providing for
the payment of mortgages which they had negotiated
just after the fire. In most cases, it was confidence in
a future great advance in value which induced owners
to incumber their real-estate instead of selling it. Many
succeeded in paying their indebtedness, saving their
property, and reaping the benefits to which their fore
sight and courage entitled them ; but in other cases
owners failed to meet their heavy obligations, and money
lenders and mortgage companies secured the property.
In 1880, the spring sales were heavy, and evidences
of a continuance of the buoyant tendency of business
inducing confidence, considerable speculation set in.
For the year the total of sales showed an increase of
upward of $5,000,000 over the preceding year. During
1881, the aggregate was $11,000,000 greater, with about
the same increase in 1882, bringing the total for that
year up to $65,735,185. The fire debt by this time had
been very generally liquidated, and the values, unsettled
by the panic, restored. The year was noted for the
almost total absence of speculation. In no other year
had so large a percentage of purchase money been paid
down. Aside from the transactions in realty, extensive
building enterprises were inaugurated, wliich alone in
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volved an outlay of over $20,000,000, and included,
besides many large commercial buildings, numerous
flats and apartment-houses, which sprang into great
favor with those seeking investment for renting pur
poses, to the exclusion of single dwellings. These
building operations continued during 1883 and 1884,
many of the structures requiring over a million dollars
for their completion. In 1882, a traveller, corresponding
for a foreign journal, wrote :
" The architecture of the finer structures is imposing and
refined, with a look of permanence and elegance entirely absent
from the majority of structures erected in the early days of new
Chicago."
Reference was made, by this, to the flimsy brick-andplaster structures put up in haste immediately after the
fire, some of which had fallen to pieces, one, Dake's
bakery, collapsing as late as October, 1885. In the
business district the more conspicuous of these build
ings, the " Exchange Building" and the "Old Rookery,"
have been torn down to make room for more worthy and
enduring successors.
The causes of the steady increase in land values
are to be found in the vast and diversified commerce of
Chicago, and the phenomenal growth of its population.
The vigorous recuperative power shown after the fire,
and the stability of our business men, secured the con
fidence of outside investors; and other influences, such
as street improvements, the parks, boulevards, and
public works of every description, while improving
property, have also promoted investments. The subject
of taxation, which is intimately related to that of the
real-estate, is discussed in the Corporate History; and
it is only necessary here to say that, despite occasional
eras of improvident government, the State laws limiting
taxation and governing assessments are of such a char
acter as to offer ample protection to landholders, and
the rate of taxation will compare favorably with that
of any other great city in America. The stability of
Chicago land values has never been permanently dis
turbed, and the increase is natural, as it is the manifest
destiny of the city to enlarge and grow more prosper
ous and wealthy year by year.
The tendency of business, and its demand for build
ing accommodations, is well marked in given directions.
In December, 1880, a few interested parties predicted
that the removal of the Board of Trade to its present
location would ruin the property adjacent to Washing
ton and La Salle streets. When it was proposed to
vacate the south end of La Salle Street to provide a
site for the new structure, the cry of "jobbery" was
raised, and it was charged that it was a move on the
part of a " real-estate pool" and would seriously dis
turb values. A temporary cheapening of rents around
the old site was the only serious result; while the new
building, with its many stately companions, formed the
center of a fresh district, and induced immense in
vestments, with a corresponding increase of values
and toning up of the real-estate market throughout the
South Division.
In 1883, there was a slight re-action from the sell
ing and building "boom" of the- previous year, the
total sales amounting to $54,000,000, a decrease of
$1 1,000,000. This condition may be well compared to
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the decrease of $11,000,000, in 1874, following the two
great speculation years, although in each of these years
the sales exceeded those of 1882 by nearly $16,000,000.
While the building investments in 1882 exceeded
$20,000,000, and probably reached nearer $25,000,000,
in 1883, they dropped to less than $17,000,000.
The year 1884 was an active one in the real-estate
market, but the sales at the close fell short of those of
the preceding year by nearly $13,000,000, and showed a
decrease from the total of 1882 of about $24,000,000.
Values were not disturbed in any wise by this showing,
but the market was not stimulated, and some of the
more easily agitated dealers began to predict a long
season of stagnation. Building operations were exten
sive, however, exceeding $20,000,000, and had a direct
influence upon the real-estate market, serving to en
courage many, and promote more or less activity. Bro
kers endeavored, by a variety of reasons, to explain why
there had been a falling off in the volume of business
while other matters incidental to the trade were in such
a promising condition.
The records of the Department of Building are of
interest in this connection, as showing a decrease
of nearly six hundred permits for the erection of
buildings, but an increase of $3,472,083 in value.
In 1883, three thousand three hundred and ten per
mits were issued for buildings to cost $16,634,382;
while, in 1884, two thousand two hundred and sev
enteen permits were issued, with an estimated value
tor buildings of $20,106,470. In March, 1884, per
mits were issued for buildings representing a cost of
$4,900,570, which included several large and costly
office-buildings in the Board of Trade district, to be
completed the following spring, while the permits issued
for the corresponding month in 1885, represented a
value of but $1,141,880,—a difference in favor of the
preceding year of $3,758,690 for this one month alone.
The value of buildings for the first nine months of
1884 was $16,887,870, and for the first nine months of
1885, $13,770,130, showing an increase of ninety three
permits issued, and a decrease of $3,1 1 7,740 in value.
Of the total amount, $762,400 was expended for cot
tages, $2,681,600 for flats, $5,133,100 for dwellings, and
$5,193,000 for other buildings. While the building
season started in more slowly in 1885 than in 1884, the
brokers seemed to see nothing but bright prospects, —
increased inquiry for good property, plenty of moneyseeking investment, and a nourishing market generally.
The following table shows the total annual amounts
of sales for fourteen years:
Year.
Amount.
1871, October 9 to December 31
$ig, 260,641
1872
78,183,458
1873
78,427,931
1874
67,871,662
1S75
53.14q.856
1876
42,153.596
1877
38,123.291
1878
_
42.126.S21
1879
38,123.891
1880
43,682,922
1881
54,859,186
1882
65,735,185
1883
-—
54.275.989
1884
41,668,536
1885
47,688,945
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this estimate, of the hundreds of frame and cheap brick
structures that came up like a growth of mushrooms
immediately after the great disaster.
The tenth anniversary of the fire showed that the
allied real-estate and building interests had kept march
at relative distances, as the following statement will show:
Year.
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
Totals

No. of permits.

Feet frontage.

Cost of construction.

I.OOO
757
875
1,636
2,698
2,709
1,624
3,868
3.493

42,300
33.065
55,479
43,222
35.033
31,118
33,000
35.2O0
40,096

$25,500,000
5.785.541
9.778,oSo
8,270,300
9,071,850
7,419, 100
6,745,(XK)
9,071,850
8,832,305

18,760

348.513

$88,954,825

To the above must be added the $40,133,600 ex
pended from October 9, 1871, to October 9, 1872, and
the amounts expended to the close of 1881, on the Court
House, City Hall, and Custom House, which were as
follows :
Court House
$2,295,176
City Hall
826,674
Custom House
4,426,375

Total
.$7,548,225
Thus, we have the enormous total of. $136,536,650
expended in the construction of new buildings within
the first ten years after the fire ; and the estimate is a
low one, for the reason that, on account of the license
fee, builders in taking out permits are apt to give an
under statement, rather than a correct estimate of the
cost.
In September and October preceding the fire, there
were many extensive real-estate schemes on foot. The
most important auction-sale of the year was advertised
to take place on Tuesday. October 10, the property to
be sold being lots owned by M. C. Stearns at the north
east corner of Adams and Dearborn streets, "on every
side of which were being erected the finest buildings in
the city," as the bill read. The sale did not occur, and
these fine buildings in process of construction were
heaps of smoldering ashes on the day set for the sale.
For several years after the fire, A. J. Averill had in
his office a neatly framed trophy, which told an interest
ing story, and which he proudly exhibited to his friends.
It was a note which ran as follows :
" A. J. Averill :
" We will give for the Catholic Church property and the Hale
property, in all 240 feet on Wabash Avenue, $425,000.
"F. &L."
The property referred to was the St. Mary's Church
site, now occupied by the St. Mary's Block, at the south
west corner of Madison Street and Wabash Avenue.
The note was written by Field & Leiter about two weeks
before the fire. On the Saturday preceding the fire,
Mr. Averill began the work of raising a subscription
among the property owners on Wabash Avenue, in the
vicinity of Madison Street, to make up $55,000, the sum
Total
$765,331,880
needed to be added to what Field & Leiter were willing
Real-estate statisticians estimated that, during the to give, in order to complete the purchase of the prop
first year after the fire, loans were made on real-estate to erty. One-third of this amount was raised by Mr.
the amount of $10,000,000. By October 9, 1872, the Averill without much effort, several merchants giving
first anniversary of the fire, $40,133,600 had been $5,000 each ; and in another week the entire amount
expended in new buildings. No account was taken in would have been secured, and Field & Leiter would
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have been located at the corner of Madison Street and
Wabash Avenue. In 1881, good judges estimated the
value of this realty at $1,500 a front foot, or $360,000
in all.
Before the fire, Wabash Avenue was a fine residence
street, handsome homes extending to Washington Street,
and a fine row, tenanted by leading citizens, fronting
Dearborn Park on the latter thoroughfare, while the
residences on Michigan Avenue extended northward to
the same point. Subsequently to the fire, business prop
erty on Wabash Avenue advanced from $300 to $1,200
a front foot. The residence district was located further
south, on Michigan, Indiana, Prairie and Calumet ave
nues. Residence property on Michigan Avenue steadily
appreciated, and in 1881, when the street was turned
over to the Park Commissioners and became a boule
vard, many sales were made at from $700 to $800 a
front foot.
The increased price of property to the south and
east created the new wholesale district on Market, Wells,
Franklin and lower LaSalle streets. The wholesale
firms found they could get deeper lots on Franklin
Street for $350 a front foot than on Wabash Avenue
for $1,200 and $1,500 ; and when such firms as Field &
Leiter, J V. Farwell & Co , and others located in the
new district, it occasioned a rush of wholesale houses
that prevented the occupation of this locality by the
cheap structures and low resorts with which it had been
infested.
The fire made other changes no less noticeable.
From forty to fifty thousand more people located on the
West Side, and while re-building was in progress on the
South Side, W est Madison was the main retail street,
and the corner of Halsted and Madison streets was con
sidered the great center. Prices of property rapidly
advanced, and many permanent improvements were un
dertaken.
For over a year after the fire, the North Side gave
no evidences of recuperation, but the building "boom "
finally crossed the river, and business blocks took the
places of vacant lots along North Clark Street, and fine
residences began to spring up on LaSalle, Dearborn and
the cross streets. In 1 881 , business property was worth
from $500 to $600 a front foot. It is only necessary
to advert to the present magnificence of the select resi
dence district east of Wells Street and north of Superior
Street.
The fire of July, 1874, which destroyed one thousand
houses and swept clear fifteen blocks, on the South Side,
below Van Buren Street, and between South Clark Street
and Wabash Avenue, did not have any immediate effect
upon the tendency of business to follow lines already
marked out, but perhaps it prepared the way for the
building operations which, in 1880, began to make the
large structures put up in this section immediately after

the fire look less isolated. This fire was a benefit, in
that it cleared out a large area of wooden shells, which
had been a constant menace to the re-built district.
They were replaced by a more durable and less inflam
mable class of structures along South Clark and State
streets and Wabash, Third and Fourth avenues. F. A.
Stearns began, the day after the fire, on Thursday, July
16, the erection of the first building in the burned dis
trict, a block of six three-story and basement brick

stores, at the corner of Wabash Avenue and Jackson
Street.
The following table shows the valuation of realestate and personal property in Chicago from 1871 to
1885, inclusive; and the ratio of increase and total
valuation may be learned by reference to tables for
previous years, on pages 183, Vol. I., and 572, Vol. II.,
of this History:
Year.
1871.
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876,
1877.
1878
1879.
1880
1 88l.
1882.
18S3.
18S4.
1S85.

Real-estate.

Personal property

Total.

$236,898,650
239,154,890
262,969,820
258.549,310
127,900,975
131.222,460
116,082,533
104,420,053
91,152,229
89,031.955
90,099,045
95,880,000
101,596.787
105,286,987
110,554,911

$52,847,820
45,042,440
49.103,175
45,155,830
45,863,271
36,815,71s
32.317,623
27.561.375
26,817,806
28,101,688
26,240,401
29.478,537
31.633,717
31,720,537
29.403.377

$289,746,470
284,197.430
312,072,995
303,705,140
173,764,246
168,037,178
148,400,148
131,981,436
117,970,035
117,133,643
119,151,951
125.358,537
133.230,504
137.007,524
139,958,288

The almost phenomenal growth in the values of
Chicago real-estate, may be judged from a few trans
actions subjoined:
In 1864, a twenty-acre tract in Section 33, Township 39,
Range 14, brought $250 an acre, and a few months afterward sold
at the rate of $10,000 an acre. The sub-divided sixty acres,
corner of Reuben Street and Archer Avenue, which sold in 1870
for $50,000, are now selling at the rate of $250,000 for the tract.
In 1869, Asahel Pierce bought eighty acres in the neighbor
hood of Humboldt Park for $20,000, and, in 1873, was offered
$160,000 for it, which he declined; and sub-dividing it, he realized
$500,000 for his investment. In 1842, Mr. Pierce secured a quar
ter-section near the same plat for two dollars an acre, which is now
worth $300,000.
In 1869, seventy-five acres in the east one-half of the north
west quarter of Section 2, Township 39, Range 14, was bought
for $208 an acre. In 1872, it sold in lots for $110,500, and in
1885 was worth $170,000.
The sub-division running from Loomis to Laflin streets, south
of Monroe, comprising eighty acres, was bought in 1869, for
$24,000. In 1881, building lots sold for $60 a front foot, and are
now worth $100 a foot, making an aggregate value of $2,500,000
for the tract.
Twenty acres on Central Boulevard, which sold in 1872, for
$50,000, and in 1873, for $58,000, in 1884, were worth $100,000.
One hundred acres near the northwest corner of Humboldt
Park, which sold in 1873 for $35,000, are now worth $75,000.
In 1875, a sale of the " Long John'' engine-house lot on
LaSalle Street, near the Chamber of Commerce, was made byorder of the City Council to D. J. Small for $52,800 and was
vetoed by the Mayor. In 1877, the lot was sold to George Watson
for $44,000 cash,—about $1,000 a front foot,—and it is now worth
more than double the amount.
The amount of real-estate transfers since 1873,
have been—
1874
$67,871,662
1875
53.149.856
1876 —
42,153,596
1877
3S, 123.291
1878
42,126,821
1879
38,123,891
1880
43 682,922
1881
54,859.186
1S82
65,735 185
18S3
54,275,989
1884
41,668,536
1885
47,688,945
Real-Estate Board.—In 1883, Edmund A. Cummings, William L. Pierce, and William A. Merigold
proposed an association of those interested in the pro
tection or promotion of real-estate interests, and it
speedily became formulated under the foregoing title.
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During 1883-84, Henry C. Morey was president; in
1885, Lyman Baird. The present (1886) officers are as
follows: Edmund A. Cuminings, president; Bryan
Lathrop, vice-president; Edgar M. Snow, secretary;
Edward S. Dreyer, treasurer. Its membership already
includes most of the leading real-estate men in the city,
as will be recognized by this list:
Pleasant Amick, Lyman Baird, W. W. Baird, M. R. Barnard,
F. A. Barnes, J. A. Bartlett, George P. Bay, George Birkhofl, Jr ,
G. M. Bogue, H. B. Bogue, William A. Bond, Charles L. Bovd,
F. A. Bragg, W. H. Bryan, C. R. Calkins, F. R. Chandler, T. R.
Chandler, Charles C. Chase, A L. Coe, H. J. Christoph, E. A.
Cummings, li. R. De Young, T. G. Dickinson, E. S. Dreyer, F.
M. Elliotl, D. W. Elred, D. M. Erskine, Jr., J. W. Farnon,
James M. Gamble, N. T. Gassette, Samuel Gehr, E. F. Getchell,
F. C. Gibbs, L. R. Giddings. R. C. Givens, H. A. Goodrich, E.
Goodridge, S. E. Gross, John V. Hair, C. L, Hammond, E.
S. Harvey, H. C. Harvev, F. Hatheway, W. Hanshrough, F. A.
Henshaw, Henry L. Hill, II. W. Hoyt, A. D. Hyde, R. W.
Hyman, Jr., L. Ingledew, W. G. Jackson, B. F. Jacobs, John
Johnston, Jr., W. D. Kerfoot, John li. Knight, Bryan Lathrop, J.
L. Lombard, D. R. McAuley, John McConnell, J. C. Magill,
James M. Marshall, A. B. Mead, D. W. Mitchell, W. A. Merigold, S. M. Moore, H. C. Morey, C. H. Mulliken, R. M. Outhet,
S. M. Parish, T. E. Patterson, Benjamin L. Pease, George D.
Pease, C. W. Pierce, W. L. Pierce, E. S. Pike, Samuel Polkey,
Sartell Prentice, Ernst Prussing, J. R. Putnam, Henry Ricke,
Frank Riedler, Godfrey Schmidt, \V. L. Schraeder, George A.
Searl. E. H. Sheldon, C. P. Silva, E. M. Snow, W. N. Springer,
A. J. Stone, D. O. Strong, L. J. Swift, B. W. Thomas, N.
Thomasson, W. II. Thompson. T H. Traver, J. H. Trumbull, II.
L. Turner, J. H. Van Vlissengen, F. C. Vierling, E. C. Ware, G. L.
Warner, B. F. Weber, S. Wilder, James Wilmott, J. A. Wilson,
E. W. Zander.
Its transactions, in sales alone, counting two parties
to each transfer, has reached $80,000,000 a year. An
enthusiastic member and worker anticipates the time
when real-estate exchanges, under the fostering care
and through the operations of the Board, will amount
to millions of dollars in a day. Real-estate interests,
in all their details, are taken cognizance of, such as ab
stracts, transfers, rentals, protection of property in the
form of improvements, etc. It is endeavoring to re
duce the cost of abstracts and to simplify transfers, and
has taken the lead in the effort for revenue reform in
Illinois.
Shortly after its organization, the Board began to
hold annual re-unions and banquets, which were occa
sions of great social enjoyment and of importance in a
material sense to interests of the members. The first
banquet was held in February, 1884, and each succeed
ing one was more replete in interest to those in attend
ance. The most notable gathering was that of Thursday
evening, February 4, 1886, at the Palmer House, at
which over two hundred gentlemen real-estate dealers
and their guests sat down to the festive spread. Nearly
all the more important real estate men were present,
and among the number were gray-haired men who had
seen Chicago attain a magic growth out of the swamp
and prairie, until the valuation of its lands and build
ings reached far into the hundreds of millions of dollars,
and representatives of the younger generation of
dealers who have adopted real-estate speculation as a
permanent business and hope to see the field of their
operations make as wonderful strides in the future as
in the past. The decorations were characteristic of the
city and suggestive of the occasion. There were floral
representations of the first hotel ever erected in Chi
cago, the old "Hull's Inn"; Fort Dearborn, and the "Va
cant Lot," of course bearing the familiar legend " For
Sale." The menu, too, was indicative of the pursuit of
the banqueters, and the cover was artistic in design
and wonderfully well executed showing the "Beautiful
Country Residence," a house founded on submerged
29
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land, swimming in a waste of waters, representing a
swamp—the beginning of Chicago—emerging from
which was a mighty bullfrog, with eyes bulging with
wonder at the strange legend: "These premises will
be occupied by a first-class thirty-six story, fire-proof,
building, for office and store purposes," and a significant
margin to the whole was a rent-roll, the perspective of
which extended into the millions.
The invited guests present represented the capital
and invested wealth of the city. The president of the
Board and chairman of the feast, Edmund A. Cummings,
welcomed the assembly.
Appropriate toasts were fittingly responded to by
Thomas B. Bryan, Willis G. Jackson, W. W. Baird,
Ferd. W. Peck, Mayor Carter H. Harrison, General I. N.
Stiles, Norman T. Gassette and Rev. G. C. Lorimer.
Chari.es Henry Mulliken, who, since 1S74, has been prom
inently and actively identified among Chicago's leading real-estate
dealers, was born at Hallowell, Maine, on March 18, 1831. His
father, John Mulliken, was a merchant of that place, but removed
with his family to Augusta when Charles was quite young, and there
he was reared and educated until he had attained his eighteenth
year. He then went to Boston, where he secured a situation in a
merchandise broker's office, in which he spent three years. Re
turning to Augusta, he started in business on his own account, as
a member of the firm of Davis S: Mulliken, and was thus engaged
for seven years. His next venture was in the Southern commission
trade, founding the house of Means & Mulliken, with headquarters
at Boston. They established a line of packets between that city
and Indianola, Texas, having also a store at San Antonio, where a
brother of Mr. Mulliken was located in charge. The firm did a
thriving and prosperous trade until the breaking out of the late
Civil War, which brought, as a rule, speedy ruin upon all Northern
men who had business enterprises in the South. Their stock of
goods, valued at nearly S50.000, was seized by the Confederate gov
ernment and confiscated. Mr. Means, on hearing of the calamity
which had befallen them, went South to see what could be done
toward retrieving their losses. He was at once arrested at San An
tonio, and sent to Matamoras under a guard, where he escaped to
Mexico, and afterward got to New Orleans, whence, by the help of
General Butler, he came North. Their losses amounted to about
§50,000, and as Mr. Mulliken had his all invested in the enterprise,
this misfortune of course left him a ruined and penniless man. At
the same time too his health failed him, which for some years com
pelled him to retire from anything like an active business life. The
sudden and disastrous termination of his business affairs, also, left
him deeply in debl, but these obligations he afterward liquidated by
paying one hundred cents on the dollar to his creditors. He then
made up his mind to come West, and, in August, 1865, came to this
city which has since been his home. Here he first entered the
employ of Page & Sprague, wholesale dealers in paints, oils and
glass, on Dearborn Street, as confidential man. He continued with
them until 1872, meantime losing all he had in the lire. He then
became cashier in a savings bank until 1874, when he entered the
real-estate business, in which he has remained until the present time.
Mr. Mulliken is an elder and active member of the Fourth Presby
terian Church. He is particularly active in mission work, and is
assistant superintendent of the Howe-street Mission, with a Sun
day-school numbering six hundred, and a very prospeious indus
trial school attached. He is also a member of the Citizens' Associa
tion, Chicago Club, Union Club. Real-Estate Board, and is on the
Executive Committee of the I'resbyterian Social Union As a
real-estate dealer Mr. Mulliken has from the first taken leading
position and, since 1874, has been connected with many of the im
portant changes in Chicago realty. Mr. Mulliken married, on De
cember 3, 185 1 , Miss Sarah E. Hallett. They have had four
children. One is now living; A. Henry Mulliken, of the firm of
Pettibone & Mulliken, dealers in railway supplies, in this city.
Frank C. Vierling has been in Chicago twenty-nine years,
fourteen of which he has been engaged in the real-estate business.
His predilection for this business may have received a bias from the
vocation he pursued while attending the High School—collecting
bills for lawyers and doctors, from the proceeds of which collec
tions he paid his expenses while a student. Immediately after leav
ing school, in 1870, he opened an office and furnished it by means
of the commission derived from its first sale—a two-story framehouse on Dearborn Street, between Twentieth and Twenty-first
streets. The office was not furnished in a style of lavish expendi
ture; an eight-dollar desk, some second-hand chairs, at seventy-five
cents apiece, and some matting that cost about seventeen dollars,
comprising the outfit. But in this office he laid the foundation for
decided prominence in his chosen profession. In 1875, the City

45°

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.

Council appointed Mr. Vierling as appraiser of the school-fund
property, at which time the valuation of the property was increased
by the appraisal of §169,000, and upon which basis rents were
promptly paid. In July, 1877, business being dull in real-estate,
Mr. Vierling opened a packing-house on Twelfth Street, near
State, still retaining his real-estate business. He conducted his pack
ing-house for two years and was then bought ouj, in the fall of
1879, Dv the Western Indiana Railroad, on Twelfth Street, and by
the Grand Trunk Railroad, on State Street. In the course of their
transactions with Mr. V ierling, the Western Indiana Railroad con
ceived such a favorable impression of him that the directors ap
pointed him their agent, for the railroad, to buy and sell real-estate.
This position he occupied from October 1, 1879, to August 1, 1883,
and averaged purchases for that road of property amounting to
about one million dollars per annum. From the time Mr. Vierling
entered the business, he made a specialty of the collection of rents
and the renting of buildings, and had a large list of both classes of
business. In this branch, in 1882, he made large transactions for
the National Life of the United States of America, of Washington,
D. C, renting the Hale, National Life, City National Hank, and
Fidelity buildings, as well as their various large properties on Jack
son Street. From this brief resume, it will be understood that Mr.
Vierling has been very successful in his business, not alone for him
self but for those whose interests he has watched and guarded.
Gustavus Anderson, known as Gust Anderson, is the only
exclusive Scandinavian real-estate dealer in the city; and not alone
pays especial attention to that class of National customers, but
also devotes all his commercial ability to the transaction of their realestate business.and thus is enabled to give more time and attention to
this matter than others who have a multitude of varied demands
upon their time. He maintains a flourishing trade and does a great
deal in the sale of suburban property, especially in Evanston and
the northern suburbs; at Evanston he recently sold twelve lots in
one day. He has lived in Chicago for sixteen years, and has been
in the general leal-estate business since September 1, 1883. Mr.
Anderson was born in Sweden, on November 3, 1S47, and, after
receiving a good education, learned the trade of book-binder at
Stockholm. He emigrated to America in 1868, locating in Chicago
on the third day of May of that year. For some years he was em
ployed at his trade in various large establishments, including the
well-known houses of Culver, Rage, Hoyne & Co., J. M. W. Jones
& Co., and was also for a time in New York City. On September
20, 18S0, he embarked in business, in partnership with C. F. W.
Hellberg, with whom he continued until January I, 1881, when he
bought out his partner's interest, and carried on the business alone,
building up a large and extensive trade. On July I, 1882, he
associated with him M. and H. L). Hansen, establishing the wellknown firm of book-binders, Anderson, Hansen & Co. Mr.
Anderson sold out his interest in the concern, and engaged in the
real-estate business. He is an active, enterprising man, and has
won an enviable reputation for business capacity, integrity, and
close attention to the interests of his clients. He is extending his
trade rapidly, strict honesty being his motto. For the past sixteen
years, Mr. Anderson has been actively identified with the Swedish
Methodist Church.
William D. Babbitt, the retired real-estate dealer, was born
in Honeyoye, Ontario Co., N. Y., on February 23, 1824. He is a
son of Osmond liabbitt, of Taunton, Mass. He was educated at
the common schools of Ontario County, and when quite young
assumed the position of financial agent for the Anti-Slavery Asso
ciation of New York, and labored for the same with such men as
Garrett Smith, William L. Champlain, William Goodell, and others.
In 1850, he moved to Moline, III., and followed mercantile pur
suits for four years, when he located at Minneapolis, Minn., which
was at that time a portion of the Government reservation. He
remained there in the real-estate business until 1S64, when he came
to Chicago, and engaged in the insurance business with the United
States and Continental Life Insurance companies, with which he
continued some years, and then rtturned to the real-estate business,
lie was married, at Glen Haven, N. Y., on January 30, 1850, to
Miss Elizabeth Holt, the daughter of Rev. F. Holt of liloomlield,
Maine, and has four children,—George A., Edward H., Grace E.
and Ella C. Mr. Babbitt's efforts in the interests of anti-slavery
brought him into prominence in the Northwest prior to the Re
bellion, especially during 1S59-60. Mrs. liabbitt has been identi
fied with the Girls' Industrial School at Evanston, as a member of
the executive committee, in the interest of which she has labored
for a number of years.
B. R. De Young & Co.—This firm is composed ol li. R.
De Young and John Karnon, who control a real-estate and loan
agency, and are among the most energetic and pushing of that
branch of Chicago's business men. Although they have only been
established in the city since 1878, they have already transacted
some of the largest real-estate trades and sales and negotiated
many heavy and safe loans. It is an infallible rule that those who

pay strict attention to their business and carefully watch the inter
ests of their customers are sure to succeed, and 1!. R. De Young
& Co. are merely an exemplification of the truth of this statement,
the constant augmentation of their deals manifesting the apprecia
tion of the public lor their method of transacting business.
B R. Dc VetiHg is a native of New York City, having been
born there in 1S43. He was reared in Philadelphia, I'enn., where
he was employed in the printing business at the outbreak of the
War. Although in the City of Brotherly Love, he deemed it his
duty to enlist for the Union, and did so on August 3, 1862, in Co.
"C," 114th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, participating in all
the battles in which the regiment was engaged, including Freder
icksburg, Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, and receiving several
promotions. He served with that regiment until it was mustered
out of service in June, 1865. He came to Chicago in that year,
and became connected with the fire and life insurance business,
being correspondent in the office of the Travelers" of Hartford,
Conn , cashier for six years with the Chicago agency of the Massa
chusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, and several years local
agent for the New York Life Insurance Company. In 1877, he
organized the 6th regiment. Illinois National Guard and was captain
of Co "A." In October, 1878, he was elected major, and resigned
in 1S81. He is now a member of Post No. 28, G.A.R., also of
the Union Veteran Club and of the Western Union League, and
is an active worker in the republican party. Mr. De Young has
been recently mentioned, in connection with an elective office of
trust and responsibility in the municipal government, on the ticket
of that party.
Bf.lden F. Culver was born in the State of New York, in
1829. He was educated at Union College, Schenectady, N. Y.,
from which he graduated with the class of 1S52. Coming to this
cit v in 1S55, he was one of two who established the grain commis
sion firm of Culver & Co., which consisted of his brother Charles
E. Culver and himself. The commission house is still in existence,
of which his brother Charles is now the senior member. Beldcn
F. Culver continued in the commission business for fifteen years,
but in 1870 he retired. He joined the Board of Trade, in 1855,
of which he was an honored member for twenty-four years. Upon
retiring from the commission house which he had established, he
at once engaged in the real-estate business, in which he has con
tinued and is still engaged. Mr. Culver's life has been an active
one, crowded full of important events, and though he has met
with some reverses and losses, he to-day stands high in the esti
mation of the people of Chicago, who have known him for so
many years as one of the pioneers who have, by the use of their
wealth and their own personal efforts, made Chicago the great
metropolis of the prairies. Mr. Culver is fully worthy of the
honor and high esteem in which he is held by the thousands who
know him. He was for several years president of the Lincoln
Park Hoard; also president of the Board of Trustees of the Town
of Lake View for two years. He held the office of State Ware
house registrar for three years. On December 31, 1S60, he was
married to Miss Julia I). Barry, of Chicago.
A. J. Cooper was born at Burlington, Iowa, on December
20, 1837. He was reared in his native place, and during his youth
attendeii the common schools. At the age of twenty, he went to
Cincinnati, where shortly afterward he commenced handling realestate 1 n a small scale. When the War of the Rebellion broke out,
Mr. Cooper was the owner of a steamboat plying on the Mississippi
River. This, the Government bought of him, and he immediately
purchased two more steamers, and subsequently another. During
the War he ran the three boats on the Ohio, Mississippi, and Red
River in Arkansas, and carried on a general transportation busi
ness, principally engaged in delivering supplies to troops. During
those years he also opened general merchandising stores at Nash
ville, Little Rock and Memphis, and was purveyor for the Seventh
Army Corps at Little Rock. After the War had closed, he disposed
of his large interests in the States, and, owing to the decline of his
health, which was entailed by his arduous toil in the service, went
to Mexico, where he resided until 1868. As with most men, Mr.
Cooper met with misfortune financially, and on locating in Chi
cago, in the summer of 1868, had not too great an abundance of
the world's goods. But being a man of keen perceptions and
great energy, he quickly foresaw the great opportunities for enrich
ing himself by investing in real-estate. His first ventures were in
accordance with his means, but his judgment was such that what
he bought he again sold at a handsome profit. Thus, by persistent
effort, combined with sound judgment, he has succeeded in accu
mulating much property that returns a handsome revenue. He
now confines himself to the handling of large tracts of real-estate
and business blocks. He has made some of the largest sales in
the city, all on private account, and among them may be men
tioned the transfer of the Dore Building, the Arcade, the Burling
ton Warehouse and the Langham Hotel, recently burned, besides
hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of acre-property, located
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in the city and the adjoining suburbs. During the years of 188283-84, the real-estate history of the city was illustrated by the
erection of one of the handsomest buildings ever built in Chicago,
and whose architectural beauty, stability and elegance enabled it to
vie with any edifices constructed for business purposes in the
world. Such a typically handsome structure is the Adams Express
Building, near the southeast corner of Monroe and Dearborn
streets. This was erected by A. J. Cooper and James D. Carson.
In 1855, Mr. Cooper, in company with Stephen D. Hatch, of
New York, commenced the construction of a ten-story, tireproof building on the corner of Fourth and Olive streets, in
St. Louis, Mo. Thus will Chicago largely contribute to the
real-estate interests of St. Louis, the expenditure necessita
ting the use of a half-million of dollars. Mr. Cooper is a
typical Western man; full of energy, replete with the keen,
quick appreciation of the salient points of a proffered tran
saction, possessed of indomitable perseverance—it is such
men that most contribute to the welfare and prosperity of a
city. Mr. Cooper was married, on September 14, 1881, to
Miss Annie Abercrombie, of Chicago. He is a member of
the Washington Park Club.
Chari.es J. Shields was born in Brunswick, Germany,
in 1841. He was partially educated in his native place, and
left Germany in 1857, coining to Cleveland, Ohio. He soon
went to Oberlin. in that State, and entered the college, where
he engaged in his studies until the breaking out of the War,
when he received a first lieutenant's commission in the iq6th
Ohio Volunteers He remained in the Army till the close of
the War, and was mustered out at Columbus, Ohio. He
spent some time after the War in travel, finally locating in
Chicago, in 1868. and engaging in the drug trade. Giving
up that branch of business, he embarked in fire insurance,
which he continued up to the time of the fire of 1871. After
the tire he engaged in the real-estate business and has contin
ued in the same, mainly engrossed at present in managing his
own property. He was married in Seneca County, Ohio, in
1865, to Miss Mary Boyer, and has three children,—Nelson,
Julia and Lillie.
P. E. Stanley is a prominent operator in the real-estate
loan and tax business. He is a native of Toledo, Ohio, and
was reared at London, Ontario, coming to Chicago on De
cember 20. 1S73. He subsequently became employed in the
office of the treasurer of Cook County— H. B. Miller—with
whom he remained for one year and was afterward two years
with his successor, Louis C. Huck. In 1877, he embarked in
business as a tax-agent, etc , and, in 1881, added thereto the
real-estate and loan departments; he has built up a large inter
est ;n these various branches, and can negotiate loans of any
magnitude. Mr. Stanley was one of the originators of the
Chicago Opera House Company.
Samuel E. Gross commenced the real-estate business in
1S67, in Chicago; and, after an experience of twelve years, de
termined on inaugurating the plan of purchasing large pieces of
property, subdividing them, and erecting neat and commodious
dwellings thereon, which could be sold to persons of moderate
means upon monthly payments. In this, Mr. Gross has been emi
nently successful, hundreds of houses having been built and sold
by him within the last two years. He does not claim to be a
philanthropist exclusively, but has elaborated a system whereby
good profits accrue to the inventor, anil the person possessed of
moderate means can secure a domicile that would be impracticable
to him under ordinary circumstances. Mr. Gross was born near
Harrisburg, Dauphin Co., I'enn., in November, 1843. When he
was quite young, his parents moved to Bureau County, 111., where
he spent the greater part of his youth, returning East to complete
his education. In 1S63, he enlisted as a private in the 20th Penn
sylvania Cavalry, and shortly thereafter was promoted to the rank
of captain of Co. " K" of that regiment, at the age of nineteen,
being one of the youngest captains in the volunteer service. He
served until the close of the War, and after being mustered out
came to Chicago and commenced the study of the law, which he
continued until he entered the real-estate business in 1867. The
distinction that Mr. Gross gained in military life, he has achieved
in business, and, although a young man, is acknowledged to be
one of the most energetic of the real-estate fraternity.
Charles Harpel, an old and influential resident of Chi
cago, commenced dealing in real-estate about 1879, exclusively on
his own account; and, while not as actively identified with this
business as some others, yet he has been engaged in many im
portant transactions, notably the sale and transfer of large portions
of real-estate on the North Side. At the present time, Mr. Harpel
has practically retired from active participation in real-estate busi
ness, devoting the greater portion of his time to the management
of his private affairs. He has been an inhabitant of this city since
early in the " forties," and has been an eye-witness of its growth
from a small town to the metropolis of the West.

Thomas Burrows, capitalist, deceased, was born in the north
of Ireland, on March 16, 1826, and was the son of Thomas and
Anna (Calvert) Burrows. He spent his boyhood at home, and at
the age of twenty-two years, having in the meantime acquired a
liberal education, came to this country, landing at New York.
Without friends or money, he resolutely went to work to lay the
foundation of his fortune. With the assistance of a friend, he
was able to take a contract to build a small house, from the sale of

which he realized considerable profit. With the rare judgment
which marked his career as a practical and sagacious business man,
he foresaw handsome returns from improved real-estate, and he
continued that business. Success attended every investment, and
a few years' work placed a competency in his hands. In 1872, he
came to this city with the view of investing some capital in realty;
and as soon as the future of Chicago was a certainty, upon its re
covery from the great fire of 1871, he purchased more extensively
and erected many valuable buildings. During the last ten years
of his life he retired from active business and devoted his entire
attention to his own interests. Mr. Burrows was a devout
worshiper, an Episcopalian, as was his father, and was a member
of St. James's Church. He was a man of high principles, unswerv
ing integrity in all affairs of life, and, withal, of rare generosity
and benevolence. He contributed largely and took an active part
in the welfare of various benevolent and charitable organizations
of our city, and made their success a matter of personal interest.
A man of the kindest heart and noblest impulses, he was always
ready to do good, and his many kindnesses won him an unusually
large circle of warm and sympathetic friends. Mr. Burrows de
parted this life on August 26, 1884.
Mrs. Thomas Burrows, his widow, is widely known as an
active philanthropist, and a lady of extraordinary executive ability,
culture and accomplishments. The Chicago Training School for
Nurses, the Woman's Art Exchange, and the Woman's Club are
greatly indebted to her for efforts in their behalf.
James B. Goodman established his real-estate office in 1868,
since which time the transactions made by him have amounted to
millions of dollars. A large portion of the land occupied by the
vast packing-houses at the Union Stock-Yards was sold by Mr.
Goodman, and he has disposed of an immense quantity of property
west of Garfield Park and of the North-Western Railwav car

HISTORY OF CHICAGO.
shops. Mr. Goodman stated that his firm made no specialty of
any particular class of real-estate, but circumstances had forced it
to attend largely to property in the West Division and in the Town
of Lake—the circumstances, it may be remarked, being the oppor
tunities for achieving large trades with correspondingly large re
muneration. The firm at present is James I!. Goodman & Co.,
and comprises Mr. Goodman and M. A. Farr. Their personal
capital is largely invested in timber lands in Wisconsin, and they
have handled large quantities of fanning lands in Kansas and
Iowa, and, in fact, all over the country. The firm is enterprising,
yet conservative, and is known for the safety of its investments
and the uprightness of its transactions; the pleasure derived from
business intercourse with courteous gentlemen being enhanced by
the fact that the interests of the client are intrusted to competent
and careful direction. Mr, Goodman has been a resident of Chi
cago since 1867, and has, together with his other business, been
identified with the lumber business, having been a member of the
firm of Sawyer, Goodmnn & Co. since 1877, also was a member
of the firm of Goodman, liogue & Co.
George A. Springer was born at Hollowell, Me., on May
15, 1815. At the age of eighteen he left home and began life for
himself In 1836, lie went to Bermuda, where he spent one year,
but, not liking it, returned to New York, and entered the service
of the Episcopal Foreign Missionary Society as clerk. In 1838,
he came West and taught school for a year and a half in Dearborn
County, Ind., and in Boone County, Ky. In 1840, he went to
Cairo, III., expecting to make it his home, but found it under the
waters of a great Hood, and went on to St. Louis. After this he
spent some time in travel, visiting Prairie du Chien, Wis., South
ern Iowa and Northern Missouri. He was taken sick in Keokuk,
Iowa, and, being homesick as well, started for Hoone County, Ky.,
but reaching St Louis made up his mind to stay. Forming a
partnership with a Canadian by the name of Starms, they went into
the retail grocery trade on the levee in a small way. They did a
prosperous and growing business, which finally developed into a
fine wholesale trade, but in 1843 they were burned out. Resum
ing business, however, in 1S44, they were joined by one Captain
William I'. La Moth, and built the first successful passenger
steamer that ran between St. Louis and Alton. She was called
the " Luella," and had no successful competitor for three years.
During this time the great Hood of 1844 came, and the boat made
money rapidly for a couple of months as the only ferry between
St. Louis and the east shore. The steamboat business offering a
brilliant future, Starms & Springer disposed of their grocery busi
ness, and bought another steamer, the " Mendota," which they
put in the passenger and freight traffic between St. Louis and
Cairo They had in the meantime parted company with Captain
La Moth and sold him the " Luella,' but immediately replaced her
with another fine boat called the " Clarmont," with which they
completed a semi-weekly line between St. Louis and Cairo. In
the spring of 1848, they came to Chicago. The real-estate busi
ness here at that time being very promising, the partners engaged
in it at once. They were successful, but Mr. Starms was seized
with the California gold fever in 1849, and went to the coast.
He returned in 1852, and sold out his interest to Mr. Springer
and Colonel J. L. James, who formed a co-partnership and did
business as James iV Springer until 1870 when they dissolved.
H. C. Morey, during these years, was in their office and received
his business education there, and after Colonel James withdrew,
Mr. Springer took him into partnership. They remained together
but one year, when Mr. Morey gave place to F. W. Springer, the
nephe w of George A. Springer. In two years more they dissolved,
and Mr. Springer has done business in that line principally alone
ever since. The fire of 1871 destroyed about 850,000 worth of
Mr. Springer's property, on which he received but $1 5,000 insurance.
Mr. Springer has been married three times. His first wife was
Anne Gray, of Gardiner, Me.; they had five children, two of whom
are now living. His second wife was Miss Nena Arvilla Green, a
native of Orleans County, N. Y., and second cousin to Horace
Greeley. His present wife was Carrie C. Pierce, of Watertown.
Wis. By the last marriage there have been nine children. Mr.
Springer is a member of the Forty-first Street Presbyterian Church,
of which he is an elder.
Colonel Josiah L. James was an Eastern man. He went
into the hardware business in New York City, in 1830, remaining
so engaged about ten years. He then moved to Tremont, Sanga
mon Co., 111. In 1848, he entered into a partnership with Mr.
Hammond, a lumber-dealer of St. Louis, and, in the same year,
upon the opening of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, came to Chi
cago as a representative of that firm, for the purpose of starting
a house in the latter city as James & Hammond. He opened a
lumber-yard on the corner of Adams and Canal streets. His trade
was considerable for a number of years, especially in shingles.
The partnership of James & Hammond lasted five years, when it
was dissolved, and Colonel James entered into partnership with J.

II. Pearson, and remained with him one year. After this he formed
a partnership with Mr. Hannah (brother of Perry Hannah) and
Mr. Rockwell, remaining with this firm until 1856 or 1S57. He
then formed a partnership with George A. Springer, under the
firm name of James & Springer, and dealt in real-estate. They
afterward dissolved partnership and each continued in the realestate business on his own account. Mr. James died in 1880, at
the advanced age of eighty-four.
S. B. LtNGLE is one of the energetic real-estate men of Chi
cago, and has been identified with that portion of its business
interests since 1872. He makes a specialty of the property near
the junction of Michigan Boulevard and Twenty-second Street, in
the disposition of which property he is meeting with great success.
He also sells very largely in the southern suburban district, in the
vicinity of Forty-fifth Street, in the towns of Lakeand Hyde Park.
He came to this city in 1867, and has been associated with realestate interests since that time.
Abram II. Covert. —Among the few remaining pioneers
who stood by the cradle of this pre-ent great city, and whose
enterprise and personal character laid the firm foundations upon
which they and others have builded so grandly, and who are at the
present time actively engaged in business, the name of Abram H.
Covert stands prominent, and merits more than passing notice in
this connection. Mr. Covert was born in New York State, in
1821. His boyhood, up to the age of fourteen, was spent upon
the farm and attending district school. In 1835, he and his brotherin-law emigrated to Michigan, settling in Owasso, and four years
later they moved to Grand Rapids, where his brother-in-law was
extensively interested in the mercantile and steamboat transportation
business. He remained at home until twenty-one years of age,
gaining a thorough business education in his brother-in-law's exten
sive establishment. Upon arriving at his majority, he engaged in
the lumber business for himself at Muskegon, Mich., which he
carried on until the. spring of 1S45, when he came to Chicago,
embarking in the same line of trade here, connecting with it the
vessel transportation interest. These he carried on extensively
until i860, when he disposed of his lumber interests, but contin
ued his vessel transportation lines until 1S6S, when he also dis
posed of his vessels and retired from the business in which he had
been so actively engaged for nearly thirty years. Very soon after
he engaged in the real-estate business, in which he has continued
ever since, and has made of it a success. His losses in the great
fire of 1871 were quite heavy. He was married in Chicago, in
1859, to Miss Ellen Todd; they have three children. During his
long life Mr. Covert has been unpretentious in manner, but has,
in the midst of his marked success, prominently shown those
traits of character which endear men to their friends and neighbors
— modesty, fidelity to friendships, and consideration of the feel
ings and rights of others. In his private life he has been exem
plary, and, as he looks back upon his useful career and considers
the esteem in v hich he is held, his life must appear eminently
satisfactory to him.
A. S. Maltman, of the firm of A. S. Mailman & Co., was
born at Glasgow, Scotland, on January 5, 1837 He came to
Chicago in 1865, and engaged in the commission business in the
firm of Wilcox & Maltman, which continued until 1869, when Mr.
Wilcox retired. Subsequently Mr. Maltman continued business
under his own name until 1874, when the existing firm of A. S.
Maltman & Co. was formed; the present business being principally
real-estate and financial agency, wherein the firm is very success
ful. Mr. Maltman is eulogistic of Chicago real-estate, its present
cheapness and its future prospects, and deems no investment more
eligible and steadily remunerative.
Willis Dhi^mmond, Jr., real estate dealer, was born at
Guttenburg, C layton Co., Iowa, in 1853. He was reared in Mc
Gregor, Iowa, and received a common school education. In 1871,
he was appointed to a position in the General Land Office, at
Washington, D. C, where he remained for nine years. During the
last four years of the time he was chief of the Railway LandGrant Division. In the spring of 1880, he resigned to become land
commissioner of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway.
On January I, 1883, he resigned, came to Chicago and opened an
office for the purchase and sale of Western lands. He also makes
a specialty of attending to land cases before the Department at
Washington and its several branches and land offices, for which
his experience there peculiarly fits him. Mr. Drummond was
married on January 1, 1873, to Miss Ella Cotton, daughter of the
Hon. A. R. Cotton, member of Congress for several years from
the Lyons District, Iowa. He has three children,—Minnie Louise,
Besse Jean and Noble.
Asa D. Hyi>k, engaged in the real-estate and renting busi
ness, is one of the best illustrations to be found among the business
men of Chicago of the power of indomitable will and persever
ance to conquer adverse circumstances and enable a man to cheer
fully and faithfully perform his duties whatever fortune betide
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him Though born near Montreal, Canada, on September 16,
1826, he comes of good New England ancestry on both sides.
His mother was Eunice Sawyer, daughter of Captain Sawyer, of
Vermont, an old Revolutionary hero. His father was Alexander
Hyde, also a native of the Green Mountain State, who moved
with his wife into Canada about the year 1800. He first settled
near Montreal, and some years later—when Asa was six years old
—he moved his family into the unbroken forest, ten miles from
London, in the town of Oxford, to clear off a farm and make a
home. The woods did not frighten those sturdy Vermonters, but
when Asa was fourteen years old his father was taken sick and,
after three years of suffering, died at the age of sixty-three, leav
ing $Soo of indebtedness, the little farm not paid for and not yet
cleared of timber. Upon the sickness of his father the boy became
the man, and by the time he was twenty-one he had canceled his
father's debts, paid for the farm and had the deed of it, besides
caring for his widowed mother and two sisters. In 1848, he
came to Chicago to seek his fortune; not, however, succeeding to
his liking, he returned, after two and a- half years, to his Canadian
home and the little farm. There he remained until 1855, when
he rented the farm and returned to Chicago to stay. In 1861, he
began the manufacture of lard oil, in which he prospered and laid
up money, but the great fire came and $50,000 went up in smoke.
He rallied, and with great skill and determination proceeded to
repair his fortunes, when the lire of 1874 swept away every vestige
of his property. In 1872, he began to deal in real-estate, and find
ing himself bare-handed and at the bottom in 1874, he turned his
attention more completely into that channel and has made it his
sole business ever since. After the lire, although himself nearly a
ruined man, he took charge of the distribution of supplies in the
household store and furniture department of the Relief and Aid
Society, and rendered most efficient help in the good but arduous
work. When only thirteen years old (in 1S39), Mr. Hyde became
a member of the Methodist Church, in Canada. He was always
particularly active in church and Sunday-school work, and has re
peatedly held every office in the societies where he has belonged,
except that of preacher-in-charge. He is now a member of the
Wabash Avenue Church. He is also a meml)er of Waubansia
Lodge, No. 160, A.F. & A.M. On December 16, 1857, Mr. Hyde
married Miss Eliza Vaughn. Having no children of his own, he
adopted three girls,— Martha Washington Lee, in New York, in
1865: Hattie, in 1869; and Fannie, in 1S84. The first two are
happily married and settled in life. This fact is mentioned as
giving an unerring index to the character of the man whose sketch
is here written.
GEORGE W. Cooper, an extensive dealer in real-estate,
bonds, and mortgages, was born at New Lebanon Springs,
Columbia Co., N. Y., in 1828. His parents removed to Clifton
Park, Saratoga County, soon after his birth, and there George W.
Cooper was brought up. When only a lad he became interested in
a saddlery and harness establishment, and also in a hotel in that
place. He aided in carrying on these enterprises until 1854, when,
catching the Western fever, he came to Illinois and settled in the
town of I'olo, Ogle County. He there carried on an extensive mer
cantile business, in the line of farming implements, machinery,
harnesses, etc.. for nineteen years. He also invested largely in
real-estate, building extensively. He moved to Chicago in the fall
of 1873, and has since been engaged in his present business, never
having had a partner. In 1851, Mr. Cooper was married to Miss
Mary M. Briggs, of Utica, Oneida, Co., N. Y. They have four
children, three boys, and a daughter, Kate. The eldest son,
Charles, resides at Portland, Oregon, and is agent of the Northern
Pacific Railroad & Express Company at that place. Another son,
Burt, is in the wholesale house of Marshall Field, of this city, and
the youngest, his father's namesake, is at school.
J. S. Ranney & Co.—This firm comprises John S. Ranney
and was established in 1880. It transacts a general real-estate
business, but makes a specialty of ranches, cattle-ranches and tim
ber-lands. At the time of writing, J. S. Ranney & Co. have two
large negotiations in course of completion; one of a large stock
and cattle-ranch in Oregon valued at about $1,000,000, and an
other cattle-ranch and range in Colorado, whose value is about
$1,100,000, also a horse-ranche in Colorado of the value of
$800,000. The firm has had large experience, and is doing a
thriving business and constantly augmenting its list of clients.
/. S. Ranney was born at Batavia, N. Y., in 1844. lie was
educated at Cary College, N. Y., and moved to Charlotte, Mich.,
in 1859, where he was employed in the drug business. In Sep
tember, 1861, he enlisted as a member of the band of the 2d
Michigan Cavalry Volunteers, and served with that regiment
nearly two years, being mustered out in 1863, on account of sick
ness. After his return to Charlotte, Mich., he was, in 1864, ap
pointed accountant to Emil Anneke, auditor-general of the State
of Michigan, which position he occupied about eighteen months.
In October, 1865, he engaged in the drug business at St. John's,
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Clinton Co., Mich., which business he disposed of to come to
Chicago. He came here in 1869, and became a member of the
Hoard of Trade during the same year, following the grain com
mission business as a member of the firm of Harper, Ranney &
Co. up to the time of the fire of 1871, and subsequently thereto
as the principal of the firm of J. S. Ranney & Co. for some five
years. He embarked in the real-estate and building business in
1876, and always has operated in land more or less in connection
with the other business wherein he has been engaged. He is a
member of Apollo Corr.mandery, No. I, K.T., and of course of
the subordinate bodies; he is also a member of Post No. 28. G. A.R.
Jui.ius C. D. Ross, a well-known real estate agent, was born
at Holstein, Germany, on November 7, 1849. In the public schools
of his native place, he began and completed his education. At the
age of fifteen he was employed by a rectifier of spirits, at Holstein.
The business in which he was engaged not proving congenial, he
began to consider the advisability of tempting fortune in the New
World, and at the age of eighteen he emigrated to this country.
On locating in Chicago he turned his attention to house, sign and
carriage painting, an industry in which he met with considerable
success during the sixteen years that he followed it. Acquiring
the ownership of considerable property, which necessitated much of
his attention, he eventually concluded to retire from his trade as a
painter and open an office devoted to a general real-estate and
insurance business. Accordingly, in January, 1885, he established
himself at his present location. To the buying, selling and insur
ing of property, in connection with the loaning of money, he con
fines his attention. Mr. Ross is a gentleman of exceptional busi
ness ability, who has imbibed, during his residence here, the
characteristics of the thorough Chicagoan. With all matters
appertaining to the real-estate interests of the city, he is thoroughly
conversant. On November 26, 1875, in this city, he was married
to Mrs. Marguerite Berlin.
Godfrey Sciimid was born at Morrisania, Westchester Co.,
N. Y., on March 5, 1853. His parents were George and Carolina
(Melecker) Schmid. natives of Bavaria, who came to America in
1850. The elder Schmid was a contractor and builder and settled
in Chicago in 1855. He accumulated a fine property which was all
swept away by the great fire and left him to begin life anew. God
frey Schmid was carefully educated and reared in this city. In 1865,
he entered I )yhrenfurth's College, from which he graduated in
1869. Shortly afterward he began the study of law with Nissen &
Barnum—the latter of whom became judge of the Circuit Court, —
but was compelled to abandon it for a time on account of an attack
of pleurisy, which made him an invalid for four years. During
this time he travelled South for his health, and afterward engaged
in business with his father, who at that time was handling Georgia
yellow pine in this market. In 18S0, he entered into partnership
with 15. F. Weber in the real-estate business, under the firm name
of Weber & Schmid. This firm continued until February, 1884,
when it was dissolved and Mr. Schmid remained alone. He makes
a specialty of North Side property, both vacant and improved. He
is an active member of the Real-Estate ISoard and a shrewd and
successful dealer. On October 2, 1878, Mr. Schmid was married
to Miss Bertha J. Fontaine, of Toledo, Ohio, and has had two
children: George Fontaine and Louis Godfrey. Though genial
and sociable in his disposition, Mr. Schmid has avoided so-called
social clubs, and only belongs to one society of any kind, and that
is a mutual benefit insurance society of this city, the Bon Accord
Council, No. 450, of the Royal Arcanum.
Wesley Morrh.i. was born at Starksborough, Vt., in 1821,
and obtained his education at the academies of Poultney and Williston, of that State. He was first employed by John Liscum, a
merchant at Huntington, with whom he afterward started a branch
store at Starksborough, and was in partnership with him in general
merchandising for about one year; when he disposed of his in
terest and went to Brandon, Vt. There he purchased an interest
in the jewelry establishment of Philander B. Hatch, which he sub
sequently sold, and went into general merchandising again as clerk
with his former partner, Mr. I.iscum, who had also moved to Bran
don. Mr. Morrill subsequently bought out Mr. Liscum, and this
stock he sold afterward to his brother, Charles Morrill, and Philip
Olin. At the death of Mr. Hatch, with whom he had formerly
been engaged, he was appointed administrator of his estate, which
was large and demanded the most of his time and attention; but,
after getting it into good running order, he formed a partnership
with G. N. Briggs, a son of Hon. E. M. Briggs, an eminent law
yer of Vermont, who had purchased the stock of the Hatch estate,
and engaged in the jewelry business. He afterward purchased the
interest of Mr. Briggs, but ultimately sold out to Mr. Kingsley and
purchased a hardware and tin store, in which enterprise he continued
until 1S6S, when he disposed of it and came West, in 1870, with his
family, making Chicago his home. He entered into the real-estate
business at once and, in 1S70, purchased, with three other gentlemen,
four hundred acres of land in South Chicago, now known as the
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Iron Workers' Addition, for which they were to pay $100,000, pay
ing $10,000 down and having long time on the balance. This pro
perty at the present time is worth nearly, if not quite, $2,000,000,
illustrating the increase in value in about fifteen years. In overconfidence in the honesty of humanity, after paying $5,000, Mr.
Morrill was denied the rights of title and interest in this property,
which was not fully determined until a decision was reached in the
Supreme Court. Before the fire, and while the property was only
recently transferred to these four purchasers, they were offered
$50,000 bonus for their purchase. Sir. Morrill now does a general
real-estate business. He was married at Brandon, Vt., in 1846, to
Miss Helen M. Kingsley, and has three children living,—Jane E.,
John W., and Frederick K. Hiseldest son, John W.,was married at
Harrington, Vt., and is engaged with the Pacific Elevator Company
of this city as bookkeeper and is also private secretary of Taylor,
Babcock & Co., contractors for the erection of the new Texas State
House; and the youngest son is engaged with William T. Baker &
Co., a grain and comrr.ission house in this city, and was lately mar
ried to Lulu, daughter of Mr. Simmons, cashier of the First Na
tional Bank of Chicago.
James F. Keeney is one of the best-known of thousands of
successful business men of Chicago. He is essentially a self-made
man, having "paddled his own canoe" through schools and col
lege into successful business life and social and political prominence,
in the three States ofNewYork, Illinois and Kansas. Heisanative
of Indiana, but originally of Scotch ancestry. His father, Charles
Keeney, was a native of Virginia and his mother was a North
Carolina woman—her maiden name was Mary Beck. Both came
very early into Indiana, married and settled near Crawfordsville,
Montgomery County, where James was born on September 15,
1840. In 1845, the family moved to Iowa, and settled near Des
Moines. His father was an active and ambitious business man, and
while in Indiana owned considerable land, mills, brick yards, etc.,
and was able, when he went to Iowa, to purchase a large tract of
land in Polk County. He laid out the village of Avon, on the Des
Moines River, about six miles southeast of the City of Des Moines.
It was located on his own land and became a prosperous town.
James's schooling"wasat first confined to the usual winter terms given
to farmer's sons, but as he grew older the thirst for knowledge
increased, and he attended Forest Home Seminary at Des Moines
during 1856-59, paying his own way. As soon as he was able, he
began teaching school and preparing for college meanwhile. He
received much assistance in this, from Rev. J. A. Nash, president
of the Forest Home Seminary, whose services he secured as private
tutor until i860, when he went to Brockport, N. Y., to finish his
preparatory studies. At the age of twenty-two he entered Rochester
University, graduating with high honors in July, 1866, after four
years of study. While at college he secured the handling of a large
amount of Iowa lands, which he sold to Eastern parties wanting to
go West and settle, and his real-estate business was so successful
that, during the last year of his course at the University, he cleared
over $10,000 by it. In the fall of 1866, after graduating, he was
married to Mary Josephine, only daughter of Elijah and Caroline
C. Warren ; bought and elegantly furnished a residence on East
Avenue, Rochester, and "set up his household gods." A native
of the great West, however, he found it difficult to confine his
ambition to the narrow bounds of the real-estate business in Roches
ter, and, after following it two years, he sold out everything and
came to Chicago in the fall of 1868. His wife's father and family
accompanied him, and they went into the real-estate business here
together, under the name and style of Warren, Keeney & Co. The
new firm prospered exceedingly. Mr. Keeney took an active and
leading part in establishing for Chicago the park system; together,
he and Paul Cornell spoke in nearly every precinct of all the wards
of Chicago. They bought the land and founded the towns of
Ravenswood and South Evanston, and, in four years, had accumu
lated a fortune of over half a million. Hut the panic of 1873 caught
them with too much land, too many equities, too much faith in
suburban property, and not cash enough to weather the storm. So
their bark went down before the gale and they were compelled to com
mence anew in 1876. Everything was lost but honor; everything
depressed but resolution and grit ; and Kansas offering an inviting
field, they went to Trego County, and began anew. Mr. Keeney had
the fortune to secure two townships of land from the Kansas Pacific
Railroad at $1.25 an acre, with an option for three years of all the
land the company possessed in that county, amounting to two
hundred and fifty thousand acres. They incorporated the county,
laid out the county-seat, and named ji Wa Keeney. Mr. Keeney
went to Washington, and by extraordinary effort and good fortune
got the United Stales Land Office changed from Hays City, then the
county-seat of Trego County, to Wa Keeney. He did this in the
face of the opposition of all the inhabitants of the locality whence
the United States Land Office was removed, and it was justly
considered a great triumph. In 1879, he was elected to the Kansas
Legislature from Trego County, on the republican ticket, and served
during the session of 1880-81. While in the Legislature, he suc

ceeded in securing for Northwestern Kansas the Seventeenth Judicial
District, and at once took a leading position as an able legislator
and was prominently mentioned by the Kansas press for governor.
He was elected president of the Kansas State Fair for 18S0, and
was also a member of the State Board of Agriculture. In the fall
of 1881, Mr. Keeney returned to Chicago to permanently reside—
although he has always had an office in this citj—and since that
time has devoted his time and attention in business exclusively to
real-estate. He laid out the town of Garfield in 1SS1, and is still a
large owner of that site. For the last four years he has been
actively engaged in developing his property adjoining the city north
west of Humboldt Park, and several large factories are indebted to
him for their location in this section. He has also built several fine
structures in this city. Mr. Keeney's first wife died on April 5,
1877, at South Evanston, and on November 16, 1S82, he was
married to Miss llattie Hannah, daughter of Hon. Perry Hannah,
of Traverse City, Mich.
Charles P. Keeney, an enterprising young real-estate dealer
of Chicago, is a native of Des Moines, Iowa. His father, Charles
Keeney, was a farmer and a brick-maker, and owned a portion of
the original town-site of Des Moines. Charles P. Keeney was edu
cated in the primary branches at Des Moines, and, in September,
1 87 1 , came to Chicago to prepare himself for college. His brother,
however, offered him so many inducements to join with him in
the real-estate business, that he left the Chicago University in the
junior year, before he had completed the course. In 1876, the
brothers went to Kansas, and J. V. Keeney laid out a town in
Trego County, called Wa Keeney. There the younger brother
remained two years, carrying on a grain business and agricultural
implement depot, lumber yard and general store. They returned
in 1879, and have since continued in the real-estate business,
although they have formed no regular partnership. Since their
return, they have purchased one hundred and sixty acres northwest
of the city, have platted it and are rapidly improving it. The tract
is known as Garfield Subdivision. Since that time they have added
about one hundred and sixty acres more in other additions. Mr.
Keeney was married, in 1875, to Miss Viola P. Barton, of Sara
toga, N. Y. Her parents settled here in 1S57. They have two
children, —Viola F. and Glennie I.
Ciiari.es Goodman, of Camp Douglas fame, is a native of
Hartford, Conn., but he was reared and educated in Ohio, his
father removing to Cincinnati when he was but a boy. Mr. Good
man was educated at the Woodward High School of Cincinnati
and at Miami University at Oxford. He subsequently engaged in
the bankinj; business in Cincinnati, and upon the breaking out of
the War was a resident of that city. He volunteered his services,
and was appointed assistant quartermaster of the United States
Army, the Senate confirming his appointment on the day which it
was made, and he entered the service with the rank of captain.
He was at once ordered to Parkersburg as assistant to General
McCleary, chief quartermaster of the Department of Virginia. He
afterward was ordered to the post at Winchester, Va. , to relieve
Captain Ransom, and took charge of that Department. In Octo
ber, 1862. Captain Goodman was taken prisoner at Harper's Ferry,
but was soon after paroled, and in the same month was ordered to
Camp Douglas, and subsequently to Chicago, where most of the
time he was chief quartermaster of the Department, until several
months after the close of the War. When Captain Goodman
arrived at Camp Douglas, he found everything in a deplorable con
dition, the troops and prisoners wading around in mud ankle-deep,
and the barracks entirely insufficient for the accommodation of the
number then occupying the same and the addition of four thousand
Federal troops, which had just arrived. He secured temporary
shelter and relief for the large camp, and at once commenced the
erection of barracks, hospitals ami other auxiliary buildings for
the accommodation and comfort of the Confederate prisoners. He
also perfected a plan and constructed a drainage system in Camp
Douglas, and erected a parapet fence, sixteen feet in height, five
feet across on the top, around the entire camp. This was for the
protection and safe care of the eighteen thousand Confederate pris
oners, who were guarded by four thousand Union troops. Mr.
Goodman performed a grand work. Ex-Governor Bross. of Illi
nois, in an address before the Historical Society of this State, pays
him the following high tribute : " It is the highest possible com
pliment to Captain Goodman that between forty and fifty millions
of money and property passed through his hands, and not a single
mistake was found in his accounts." After the close of the War,
Mr. Goodman permanently located in Chicago in the real-estate
business, and, in 1868, W. S. Johnston selected him to take entire
charge of his interests, which consisted of nearly two millions of
dollars in property and over six hundred tenants. Mr. Goodman
still holds that position, displaying the same great executive ability
which characterized his work at Camp Douglas. He is held in the
highest esteem in financial and social circles for his unswerving
honor and integrity.
Niels C. Frederiksen was born on the Island of Lolland,
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on March 23, 1840, a son of Johan D. F., a prominent farmer in
Denmark, and of Marie F. , sister of M. Mork Hansen, a wellknown member of parliament in Denmark and Slcswick. lie was
educated at the University of Copenhagen, and soon after his
graduation was appointed professor of political economy at the
same institution, which position he held for twelve years. At the
same time he was heavily interested in lumber business and man
ufacturing in Sweden and connected with the introduction of
sugar-beet culture in Denmark. All his economical enterprises
went down, however, at the collapse of the sugar-factory " I.olland,"
and he himself lost his whole fortune. This misfortune brought
him to the States. In the fall of 1877, he came to Chicago, and
for four years following was connected with the publication of
Scandinavian papers. In 1881, he opened a land office in Milwaukee,
and for a time was working in the interest of the Chicago, Mil
waukee & St. Paul Railway, disposing of their lands to settlers.
In 1882, he moved his office to this city, recognizing Chicago as the
center of the great West, and has since that time been speculating
in Western lands, especially colonizing large tracts in Iowa and
Minnesota. He was married in Denmark, in May, 1865, to Miss
Ada Monrad, daughter of Bishop Monrad, late prime minister of
Denmark. They have three children, —Ditlev G. M., John D.,
both students at Harvard, and Mary M. Mr. Frederiksen was a
member of the Danish Parliament for eleven years, and during this
time he was a leader in the party of center of his country. In 1871,
he introduced the German mortgage-banking system in Denmark,
and, together with German capitalists, established the Danish Landmands Bank at Copenhagen, with $3,000,000 capital. In his native
country Mr. Frederiksen was a valued contributor to the columns
of the public journals; was the editor of the Monthly Review of
Political Economy, the leading journal of that class in Denmark;
published several standard books about pol tical economy and tax
ation; and was for years president of the Danish Society of Political
Economy. He is an honorary member of the Cobden Club of
England, and of the Society of Political Economy of Austria. He
is at present proprietor of the Scandinavia, a monthly journal pub
lished at Chicago in the English language, in which, from time to
time, there appears an article from the pen of Mr. Frederiksen
which truly discloses the great love he still bears his native country
and his sincere concern for its political welfare.
William T. Collins was born at Winchester, Scott Co ,
111., on December 27, 1842. His father was Thomas Collins, who
traced his ancestry back to one of a family of seven brothers who
fought with General Marion in the War of the Revolution. His
mother, who died when he was eleven months old was Elizabeth
(Flynn) Collins, a sister of Colonel Thomas II. Flynn, of the 129th
Illinois Infantry, and who was a lieutenant in Colonel Hardin's
regiment in the Mexican War. W. T. Collins, on account of his
mother's death, was left to the care of his grandmother and uncle
Flynn. On April 19, 1861, he enlisted as a private soldier in the
8th Illinois Regiment, three months' soldiers, and afterward re-en
listed in the 681I1 Illinois. In the meantime and at intervals, he
obtained his education at and graduated from the Illinois Wesleyan
University, at Bloomington, 111., taking his degree in June, 1863.
He entered the Law Department of the University of Chicago, and,
having previously read law extensively as a private student, gradu
ated from the University in 1864. He then entered upon the
practice of the law in Winchester, 111., and also identified himself
with journalism by becoming the proprietor and editor of the Scott
County Union, published at Winchester. In this place, he carried
on both professions, law and journalism, from 1S67 to 1S79, and
in the latter year desiring a wider field moved to Chicago and
became principal proprietor and editor of the Chicago Daily Tele
graph, a paper which rapidly rose to a circulation of over twenty
thousand. He was president of the company owning the paper,
and his uncle, Colonel Thomas II. Flynn, was the second principal
stockholder. He continued with this paper as editor until the
spring of 1881, when it passed into other hands and the name was
changed to the Chicago Herald. Since this time Mr. Collins has
been engaged in the real-estate business in Chicago. Mr. Collins
was at one time county superintendent of schools in Scott County.
He was also city attorney of Winchester. He has been largely en
gaged in politics, and has written and delivered numerous addresses
and poems on special occasions. Among the latter productions are
the following: " The Fire at Chicago ; " " Decoration Day;" ' The
Old Settlers," read at Winchester; also a " Centennial Poem," read
at Bloomington, on June 14, 1S76. He was the founder of the
Munsellian Literary Society, of the Illinois Wesleyan University,
in 1863, and, in 1880, he was one of the organizers and first vicepresidents of the Chicago Press Club. Mr. Collins was married on
May 4, 186S, to Miss Martha Frances Cheseldine, daughter of
James Cheseldine, deceased, formerly a prominent and wealthy
merchant of Winchester, and of Mrs. Emily (Coons) Cheseldine.
Mrs. Collins is a graduate of the Western Female Seminary,
Oxford, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Collins have one son, James T.
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J. A. Crawley was born at Rogersville, Tenn., in 1832. At
an early age he removed to Greencastle, Ind., where he was edu
cated and finally graduated from the law department of Asbury
University, having previously taken the full literary course. In
1854, immediately after graduating, he commenced the practice of
his profession in Greencastle. In 1854, he was elected district
attorney of Putnam and Hendricks counties, serving out his term
of two years. Mr. Crawley subsequently removed to I^a Porte,
Ind., where, when the War broke out, he was enjoying a large and
lucrative practice. The bombardment of Sumter fired his enthu
siasm, and he promptly entered the field as captain of Co." I, "87th
Indiana Infantry, serving until the War was virtually over, both in
that capacity and as post quartermaster and post treasurer at Louis
ville, Ky. Returning to LaPorte, in the fall of 1864, he resumed
practice, and, in 1874, was chosen prosecuting attorney of LaPorte
and St. Joseph counties. His legal business took him often to
Chicago, where he practiced in the United States courts, and also
invested in real-estate. He still is a large owner, especially in the
South Division. He also is proprietor of the Chicago Block &
Novelty Manufactory, and owns a large farm near Crown Point,
Ind., where he resides at present. He has a real-estate office in
Chicago, which he conducts in addition to other important in
terests.
Munson D. Dean was born at Volney, Oswego Co., N. Y.,in
April, 1826, and when five years of age moved to Oswego, in the
same county, where his father was engaged in the lumber business.
He was educated in Oswego, where he lived until he was sixteen.
At that age he was apprenticed to learn the carpenter's trade, and
remained until he was twenty-one, when he left his employer, and
gave his attention to contracting and building. He removed to
Brooklyn, N. Y., and remained there from 1850 to 1S55, when he
came to Chicago. He at first commenced contracting and build
ing, which he continued for nearly five years, when he entered the
employment of the Chicago & North-Western Railway, as master
builder, remaining' in this capacity until 1865. He again located
in Chicago, and commenced contracting and building, which he
steadily followed until 1871, when he opened a real-estate office,
and is still engaged in that branch of the business. His mother,
Mrs. Sallie Dean, is still living, and on February 18, 1884, passed
her eighty-ninth birthday, which was celebrated by a large con
course of her descendants and friends, which constituted quite an
event in Berdette, N. Y., eliciting interesting and flattering notices
from the local press. She had living, at that time, seven children,
twenty-seven grand-children, and sixteen great-grand-children. Mr.
Dean was married at Fulton, N. Y., in 1848, to Miss Amelia De
Long, who died in 1866, leaving three children, who are still liv
ing: Charles C, William E., and Harriet A. In 1868, he married
Miss Elizabeth D. Lockwood, of Ashtabula, Ohio; they have five
children living: Elizabeth M., Samuel L., Cordelia A., George L.
and Edward Garfield.
Leonard Hodges was born on a farm near Williston. Chitten
den Co., Vt., in 1819. During his boyhood he attended the coun
try school and also studied at an academy presided over by the
father of Ex-president Arthur, the latter being among the school
mates of Mr. Hodges. He was reared on the farm and remained
in Vermont until 1852. when he went to Ohio and purchased a
stock-farm, which he carried on successfully for four years. In
1856, he removed to Champaign County, III., and located on the
site where the city of Champaign now stands. He invested in
town lots and farms and carried on a general real-estate business.
To him is attributed the prompt advancement of Champaign to a
town of considerable size, for he was among the largest builders
there and was ever prompt to promote the interests of the young
city. In 18O3, he became a resident of Chicago, and continued in
the real-estate business. Since coming here, he has bought and
sold on private account about twelve hundred acres of land within
the city limits and suburbs, and this has all been disposed of in
single lots or at a price per foot. He has been remarkably success
ful in all his ventures and has amassed a handsome fortune from
the fruits of his good judgment. In 1S68, in company with others,
Mr. Hodges purchased one hundred and ninety-four acres in the
township of Lake View, and laid out the village now called Ravenswood. He was largely interested in the development of the realestate interests of Park Ridge, Desplaines and Norwood Park,
making subdivisions to each of the former villages. In 1882, he
erected the handsome building known as the Hodges Flats, at the
corner of Indiana Avenue and Twenty-second Street. This struc
ture is one hundred and seventy-five feet square, five stories in
height, and contains apartments for about thirty-live families,
besides several elegant stores and large livery stable on the ground
floor. Mr. Hodges was married in 1856, at Newark, Ohio, to
Miss Almeda Murphy. They have three children: Leonard M., a
rising young attorney of this city; and two daughters, Grace and
Almeda. Mr. Hodges is a member of the Calumet Club. Until
recently his residence has been in this city, but having purchased
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the famous " Glen Flora " farm at Waukegan, he now resides at
his country house.
E. R. Hurlbut, dealer in real-estate and Western lands, was
born at Milan, Dutchess Co., N. Y„ on February 10, 1820.
When he was twelve years of age, his parents moved to Mercer
County, Penn., where partly in that county and partly in Trum
bull County. Ohio, his father carried on a large farm. This life
he himself followed until he was twenty years of age, when the
Western fever seized him, and he went to Grant County, Wis.,
where he entered the lead mines. At this time there was only one
house between Galena, 111., the great center of lead mining, and
Plattville, Wis. Mr. Hurlbut was engaged in mining and farming
within the borders of Grant County for ten years. He then
started for the gold regions of California. With his ox-team, he
finally reached what is now Council Bluffs, where a party of twentyseven was formed to undertake the long journey across the plains.
They went by the Fort Laramie route, and were one hundred and
nine days on the way. Mr. Hurlbut stopped at Hangtown, East
ern California, and had the good fortune, during his two years'
stay in the gold region, to save a few thousand dollars, which he
brought back with him to the East. Renting his farm in Wis
consin, which he afterward sold, he removed with his family to
Marshall County, 111., where he bought a farm and managed it
for a number of years. The panic of 1857 fell heavily upon him,
but he allicc nd for about ten years conducted a large grain,
lumber, stock and general merchandising business. In 1868. he
removed to I oquois County. 111., and in partnership with another
gentlen.an established an office for the sale of lands. He con
tinued in this line until he removed to Chicago in 1873. During
the War, Mr. Hurlbut was an uncompromising and influential
Union man and remained a firm republican until Grant's second
term. He then became an independent voter, and is to this day.
Mis removal to this city occurred just as the panic of 1873 was
pressing most sorely upon the business community, and, of course,
suffered with others. Hut since then he has been engaged in his
present line with good success, having also promising mining
interests in Colorado. Mr. Hurlbut was married, in 1844, to Miss
Annie Fell, of Mercer County, Penn. She died in 1870, leaving
four children, one of whom is now living, Egbert, Jr. He married
a second time, in 1873, Miss Harriet Thomson, of Lacon, III.
Mauritzon Bros. —Among the leading real-estate firms who
make a specialty of West Side property, the house of Mauritzon
Bros stands prominent. Although only established in January, 1885,
both members of the firm had, prior to the founding of the above
house, been identified with the real-estate interest of the city for
quite a number of years, and were well initiated into all the intri
cacies of the same. Comparatively in its infancy, the house
already enjoys a fine run of business. Prompt and energetic treat
ment is bestowed upon every interest intrusted to their care, and
persons who consign their real-estate business into the hands of
the firm, can do so with the assurance that it will receive immedi
ate attention, and also be handled in the most satisfactory manner
possible. The firm is composed of M. Josephus and Hakon A.
Mauritzon, both natives of this city, sons of Mans T. and Gurnia
(Enochson) Mauritzon, who came here from Norway, in 1850.
M. Josephus Mauritzon was born in 1856. His early educa
tion was received in the public schools, and his business education
in II. It. Bryant's business college. He commenced work for him
self, in his fifteenth year, in a wholesale jewelry-manufacturing
house, where he was employed for nine years. His services were
next engaged by the Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Machine Company.
Afterward he was engaged in a mercantile house in the city as a
bookkeeper. In 1884, he became identified with the real-estate
trade, and a year later embarked in the business with his brother.
Hakon A. Mauritzon was born in i860, and was educated
in the public schools. At the age of fifteen, he commenced to learn
the printer's trade, at which he worked for three years, and then
for a time was engaged in a carriage factory. In 1SS0. he entered
the real estate office of C. F. Hatterman, with whom he continued
until his entry into the present firm, in 1885.
J. E. Burcheli., real-estate dealer, is the son of George and
Martha (Attwood) Burcheli, farmers, near Bath, England, where he
was born on February I, 1845. He left school at the age of four
teen with the intention of seeking his fortune in New Zealand, but
his companion backed out at the last moment on account of the
Maori War, at that time raging there, and he gave it up, although
he had paid a portion of the passage money. He began life for him
self by trading in the neighborhood of Bath, buying and selling cat
tle and whatever he could make a profit on, doing remarkably well
for a boy until 1865, when he came to Chicago. He was then twenty
years old and had already a considerable experience, but the close
of the War had pricked the inflated bubble of business and sent an
army into the walks of private life to find employment, and every
occupation seemed filled to surfeit. However, he found temporary
employment in the wholesale hardware store of Austin Boles & Co.,

and then went to St. Louis. There he met a son of Senator Bates,
took from him a letter of introduction to David Hickman, banker
(Hickman & Price), at Columbia, Mo., and was placed by him in
charge of his farm. The climate did not agree with him, and he
very soon fell sick, and was confined ;o his bed for ten weeks.
When but partially recovered, he arranged to go with General
Gordon to Texas, for the purpose of trading in cattle, but missed
the wagon-train in consequence of their taking a different direction.
He overtook them on horseback, but was unable to get his baggage
back, the train having crossed the Missouri River, and he therefore
returned to Chicago, arriving here with but $5 in his pocket. After
some time he found employment canvassing, and subsequently was
in the hardware store of V,. A. Mears, on Lake Street. He com
menced his business career without assistance, and has, by dint of
his energy and perseverance, kept increasing his commercial opera
tions until he now has a large and remunerative business. He has
made many extensive suburban improvements and has a large busi
ness connection in the Stateof New York. He could only command
at first a salary of six dollars a week, but instead of stealing or
gambling to make up the deficiency between that munificent sum
and decent wages, he fixed himself up a price list, canvassed his ac
quaintances for trade in the evenings, and so well did he succeed that,
in ninety days, his employer made him a salesman at $Soo a year.
Still improving, he asked an advance to $1,500 a year. He was at
first refused and then was allowed it, but rejected the offer and
went into the real-estate business, on the corner of Madison and
LaSalle streets, in 1867. He boarded at a restaurant and slept on
a lounge in his office, worked hard, lived poor, and made money
from the start. In the fall of 1868, lie formed a partnership with
B. F. Jacobs, which lasted with profit and satisfaction to both for
a period of ten years, during which time, for about two years, he
maintained a branch real-estate office in New York City. After
closing his agreement with Mr. Jacobs, he took a trip to England,
and while there married Miss Sophia A. Taylor, by whom he has
had nine children, only four of whom are now living,—William,
Edith, Fanny and Mary. In the fall of 1878, he dissolved with
Mr. Jacobs, and has since done a profitable business alone, having
made extensive sales to parlies in most of the eastern and western
states and cities. He is member of the First Baptist Church and of
Landmark Lodge, No. 422, A.F. & A.M. He is fond of society and
of travel, and since his first trip to Europe for his wife has been there
some six times. Handsomely established, with a private residence
on Lake Avenue in Hyde Park, he has been identified with many
large transactions in that village and in the Town of Lake in the
vicinity of the Union Stock-Yards.
John Conant Long, who is engaged in the real-estate and
loan business, may be said to have seen about all there is or ever
was of Chicago, although a man only forty-six years old. He
was born on a farm lying along the Aux Plaines River, near Jeffer
son, Cook Co., III., on February 25, 1838. The Methodist camp
ground is now located on a part of the same farm. His parents
were from Brandon, \'t., and in the second year of their married
life—in 1S32—came the entire distance to Chicago, with their own
carriage and horses, and settled on the Aux Plaines River, where
John C. Long was born. James Long, his father, was of the same
family as Governor Long of Massachusetts ; was a shrewd and
active business man, amassed a considerable fortune, being worth
at one time $200,000, and after passing through many vicissitudes
and suffering great financial lapses, died in Paris, France, in 1S76.
His mother's maiden name was Cerusa Conant, and she was
descended from Roger Conant, the first governor of Massachusetts.
She was a sister of Hon. John A. Conant. ex-member of Congress
from Brandon, Vt., and of Rev. T. J. Conant, the eminent pro
fessor, author, and member of the committee on Bible revision.
Mr. Long was educated in the common schools of Chicago and
entered the Marine Hank in 1855, at the age of seventeen, remain
ing with it until the War of 1S61. He was a member of the Chi
cago Zouaves and an expert in drill^so that he entered heartily into
the work of raising men for the Army. He was one of the most
active motors in raising Co. " A," 19th Illinois Infantry Volunteers,
the first company raised and ready for duty in Chicago, and joined
it with a commission as second lieutenant. After six months' ser
vice in the 19th at the front, he was promoted to the 9th Infantry
of the United States Army (regulars), and returned to Chicago as
drill-master at Camp Douglas on October 24, 1861. About a year
later, he was ordered to report to General Grant at Fort Donelson,
and after that engagement was instructed by him to report to the
late General Stephen A. Hurlburt, whom he accompanied to Pitts
burg Landing. He acted as General Hurlbtirt's aid in that battle,
ranking as assistant adjutant-general, and took a very active and
prominent part in it. It was his duty to place nearly all the men
of his division—having previously gone over the ground—which he
did most admirably. Of his conduct on that bloody field, General
Hurlburt thus speaks in his official report: "Lieutenant J. C.
Long, 9th Regiment Infantry, my aid, was peculiarly active, ener
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getic, and daring in conveying my orders under heavy fire. He
was fortunate in receiving no wound, although one bullet passed
through his cap and one through his sleeve." He remained with
General Hurlburt through all that series of battles, ending with the
secoud battle of Corinth. At this time he was ordered to report to
his regiment, the 9th Regulars, to which he then belonged, they
being on the Pacific Coast; and wishing to see more active service,
he obtained through President Lincoln a recommendation to the
governor of Illinois for active service; accordingly he was commis
sioned adjutant of the 147th Illinois Infantry Volunteers by Gov
ernor Oglesby, and ranked as first lieutenant from February, 1865.
He was subsequently brevetted captain by Governor Oglesby for
gallant service, and was mustered out on January 20, 1866. It may
be well to mention that his skill as drill-master was constantly rec
ognized by General Grant, who, quick to discern the right man for
the right place, was always detailing him to perform such duty,
greatly to the discomfiture of Lieutenant Long, whose ambition
aspired to scenes of greater danger and possible promotion. After
the War, Mr. Long returned to Chicago and went into the grocery
business. On January, 1868, he married Miss Mary Clara Hanks,
the only daughter of the well-known Dr. James N. Banks, of this
city. In 1872, he engaged in the real-estate and loaning business,
which he has successfully followed for over twelve years. Mr.
Long was at one time a member of Bishop Cheney's Church, but
later found himself a Unitarian, and is now a member of the
Church of the Messiah, of which Rev. Dr. Utter is pastor. He is
a contributor to the press and is a clear and interesting writer.
Cole & Co. —David Cole began investing in Chicago realestate in 1866, at which time he also commenced Cole's Block, at
the southwest corner of Halsted and West Madison streets. In
1867. this building was completed, and in it an office was occupied
by Mr. Cole, who, in that year, took his son, Charles David Cole,
as bookkeeper. In 1870, Mr. Cole admilted his son into partner
ship, and the title of the firm was D. Cole & Son, which continued
until about 1876; after which the senior partner relinquished busi
ness, and C. D. Cole continued the care thereof until 1879, when
he entered into partnership with his uncle, M. T. Cole, and the
firm became Cole & Co., under which title and with the same mem
bers it has since remained. The block built by David Cole in
1866-67, was for some time termed Cole's Folly; and he was de
rided for erecting such an edifice, so utterly disproportionate to the
then needs of the West Side, and so very unlikely to be occupied
within a reasonable number of years. But it was only a few ye.irs
when blocks far exceeding in size and value Cole's Block were
erected on Madison Street west of Halsted, and Cole's Block be
came dwarfed by comparison. It has proved a profitable invest
ment, however, as has the fine stone-front block occupying No.
l8g West Madison Street; Cole's Block is now valued at $250,000
and the latter is worth $40,000. Both are owned and managed uy
Cole & Co. This firm has always made West Side property a
specialty, and has continued therewith the loaning of money on
mortgage. The linn is enterprising, and has made the property in
which it deals a particular study; it is, therefore, thoroughly posted
in values and a careful and competent judge of realties
Moses T. Cole is a native of Saratoga, N. Y., and was born
on September 23, 1831. Me learned the trade of iron founder and
of stone cutting, and followed that business first as a journeyman,
and afterward as contractor in the Eastern States, and also for a
year in Canada. He came to Chicago in 1864, and entered into
business of contracting for foundry work. About 1869, he com
menced taking contracts and supervising work on the public parks
of Chicago, and for about nine years was engaged in superintend
ing the work on Humboldt, Central and Douglas parks. He
subsequently entered the real-estate business with his nephew,
as cited.
ALEXANDER White, Jr.. the elder son of the late Alexander
and Ann White, who came to Chicago, from Scotland, in the
spring of 1837, was born in the original town of Chicago, on Sep
tember 4, 1851, in the old family residence at No. 83 Wells Street,
now known as Fifth Avenue, between Washington and Randolph
streets, on which site the White estate has erected one of Chi
cago's stately business structures. Mr. White, Jr., received his
early education at the Northwestern University, in Evanston, and
the Lind University in Lake Forest, the two well known suburbs
of Chicago; and, after preparatory courses at the Otis Bisbee
Military Academy in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and the Reid & Hoff
man School in Stockbridge. Mass.. two old established and noted
Eastern schools, he entered Williams College. Williamstown,
Mass., in 1866, from which he graduated in 1870, receiving in due
course, therefrom, the degrees of A.B. and A.M. In the fall of
187 1, he entered the law department of Columbia College, New
York City, but, in consequence of the death of his father in 1872,
he returned to Chicago to take charge of his estates. In 1879, he
resumed his law course at Columbia College, from which he grad
uated in 1881, with the degree of I.L.B., and in the summer of
1881, he was admitted as a member of the Bar of New York. In
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the fall of i88r, he became a partner of Isaac Van Winkle, one of
New York's oldest and most accomplished lawyers, with whom he
made a specialty of the law of corporations and estates. Upon
the death of Mr. Van Winkle, he relinquished the general practice
of the law, returning to Chicago to devote his entire attention and
energies to the management and development of the real-estate and
corporate interests left by his father. In this charge he is associa
ted with his younger brother, James B. White, who was born in
New York City, on December 30, 1861, receiving his early educa
tion at the Lake Forest University, preparatory to his entry into
the well-known Adams Academy, at Quincy, Mass.
Thk Colorado Loan and Trust Company, of Denver,
Colo., consists of a syndicate who purchased from the State of Col
orado one hundred and fifty thousand acres of school land, donated
by the General Government to that State on its admission to the
Union; the company agreeing to construct irrigating canals, with
sufficient capacity to irrigate the lands purchased, as well as a large
area of Government lands which are open to entry under the pre
emption and homestead acts. As an adjunct to this company there
was organized, under the laws of the State of Colorado, the Colo
rado Colonization Company, having for its object the colonization
of these lands, both State and Government.
Cyrus N. Pratt is the representative of the Colorado Colo
nization Company in this city. He was born at Brattleboro', Vt ,
on August 8, 1822, the son of Hosea and Gracia (Briggs) Pratt.
His grandfathers, on both sides, served in the Revolutionary War
with the patriots. In his childhood, his father moved to Western
New York, and thence to Fitchburg, Mass. Soon after taking up
his residence at the latter place, his father died and the son was
thrown upon his own resources, and consequently received but lit
tle education in the public schools, lie worked on a farm and
occupied his evenings with study, until he arrived at the age of
sixteen, when he apprenticed himself to the printing business; but
after four years of close application, was prostrated with severe ill
ness, which rendered him an invalid for four years. llpon regain
ing his health, he went to Concord, N. H., and was engaged in
manufacturing machinery for two years, when hewmtto Boston
and connected himself with the Fitchburg Railway, and for four
years was an employe in the machinery department. Resigning
his position with that corporation, he came to Chicago in 1854, and
received the appointment of assistant general passenger agent of
the Chicago & Alton Railroad. After six months' service with
that company, he was promoted to the position of general passen
ger agent, and while serving in that capacity, had charge of the
military transportation during the Civil War, receiving the highest
compliments from the General Government for the rapidity with
which he transported the troops over the line, without loss of prop
erty or life. In 1855, and during the time he held his position,
the settlement of Kansas began, under the New England Emigrant
Aid Society, and Mr. Pratt was made the agent at Chicago, having
charge of the transportation of the emigrants and accompanying
them to their destination; and, while thus engaged, he received his
first impression as to the eligibility of settling new countries by
colonization. At the close of the War, he was appointed passenger
and land agent for the Kansas Pacific Railway, which corporation
had a grant of nearly ten million acres from the Government. At
that time he organized what was known as the National Land Com
pany, in 1868, and the next year established a Chicago enterprise
known as the Oriental Laundry, which was then a novel undertak
ing, selling it to A. B. Pullman and others five years later. The
National Land Company, was organized under the auspices of
John D. Perry, the first president of the Kansas Pacific Railway,
and agencies were established throughout America and Europe,
and by this means the company made wonderful progress in the
sale and settlement of lands. The progress was so great, that the
individual members of the company obtained a controlling interest
in the stock, and virtually stopped the working of the enterprise.
Severing his connection with the Kansas Pacific Railway, Mr.
Pratt engaged with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway,
and, under instructions, went to Boston and organized a colony,
locating it in Western Kansas, on the line of the road, naming the
settlement Kinsley, after Colonel E. W. Kinsley, of Boston, who
raised for the colony $8,000, with which to erect public buildings.
Although this town has been twice devastated by fire, it is still one
of the most thriving villages on the line of the road. Mr. Pratt,
wishing to push his enterprise farther, bought forty-two thousand
acres of land in Dickinson County, Kans. , intending to found
another colony, when the grasshopper plague came on, and he was
financially unable to complete the enterprise at that time. Having
been connected with the interests of "Colorado for a number of
years, he has drifted into the mining business in that State, and at
present owns valuable property among the mines. He has organ
ized and located thirteen colonies in Kansas and Colorado, and is
satisfied with seeing them all in a prosperous condition. Mr.
Pratt was married, in 1845, to Miss Martha A. Ashworth, of Fitch
burg. Mass. They have two daughters: Carrie L. and Annie B.
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THE ABSTRACT BUSINESS.

At the time of the fire there were three firms engaged
in the abstract business, Chase Bros. & Co., Shortall &
Hoard, and Jones & Sellers, who controlled the various
sets of books and indexes. After each firm had dis
covered the exact extent of their losses in the conflagra
tion, it was found that while the most valuable, portions
of the records had been preserved, not one of the sets was
entire, and great apprehension ensued on the part of
property owners lest there might be some difficulty in
establishing the connected chain of title necessary to the
unhampered transfer of realty. A consultation was held
by the proprietors of the various records, and it was de
cided that the public interests would be best subserved
by a consolidation of all the evidences of title extant, of
any value, under one common proprietorship. This
was done, and firms of Chase Bros. & Co., and Jones &

Sellers opened offices at No. 240 West Randolph Street,
and Shortall & Hoard at No. 493 Wabash Avenue.
The work of re-building the city and perfecting
titles began under the auspices of these consolidated
firms. Although all of the Cook County land records
had been destroyed, the millions of dollars necessary to
the re-building of Chicago were furnished by capitalists
upon the reliability of these abstracts.
Besides the firms mentioned in a previous volume as
having conducted an abstract business in Chicago, that
of Wilmanns & Pasdeloup, comprising A. 1). Wilmanns
and Francis Pasdeloup, was instituted in 1867, and en
dured until the lire, after which A. D. Wilmanns opened
an office, with the few books saved, at No. 107 West.
Madison Street. William H. Haase had an abstract
office in 1865. From 1869, till the fire of 1871, William
Brackett and Charles B. Waite conducted an abstract
office under the firm name of Brackett & Waite.
Handy & Co.—In the legislative session of 1S72-73, the bill
known as the " Burnt-Record Act" was passed, which, in some of
its phases, was objected to by the linns mentioned, as unnecessary
and without warrant of constitutional authority, and as assuming to
determine the method of the conduct of their business. They there
fore, on December 1, 1S72, when the Act went into effect, retired,
and the firm of Handy, Simmons & Co. assumed charge, under a
lease from the original proprietors. The methods of conducting the
business had met with public confidence and approval, and it was
carrietl on in the same manner and form by the firm mentioned.
On December 1, 1878. Charles K. Simmons retired to become
land commissioner of the Chicago & North-Western Railway, and
the firm became Handy & Co., being composed of Henry II.
Handy, Nicholas J. Neary, Charles D. Martin and Fillmore
Weigley. This linn owns the only complete copies of ante-fire
records.
[fenry H. Handy, the senior member of the abstract firm of
Handy & Co., is a native of Chicago, born on March 31, 1838. He
was educated here, first entered business life here, and here he has
remained in business to the present time. After leaving school, he
entered the employ of Francis Clark, a wholesale and retail dry
goods merchant, where he remained for about two years. In 1855,
he clerked for Fletcher & Clark, storage and forwarding merchants,
on South Water Street, near Clark. In 1856, he entered the em
ploy of Bryan & Borden, who had purchased the abstract indexes
from 1. Mason Parker, by whom they were originally prepared.
In April, 1861, upon the breaking out of the War, Mr. Handy was

one of the first to enlist, and did sen-ice with the Chicago Battery at
Cairo for three months—the time of the first enlistment—when he
returned to resume his abstract business. His further connection
with this interest is related in the firm history and in the history of
the abstract business given in the second volume of this work. In
the spring of 1874, Mr. Handy was married to Miss Sarah C.
Wright, daughter of Robert C. Wright, of Wright & Tyrrell,
Chicago.
Fillmore Wcighley, of the firm of Handy & Co., is the son
of Hon. Wellington Weigley, the well-known lawyer of Galena,
III., with whom he read law and was admitted to the liar of Illinois
in 1867, but, before entering upon the general practice of his pro
fession, came to Chicago and entered the abstract office of Jones
& Sellers. In 1S70, he returned to Galena, and formed a partnership
with his father, and, as W. Weigley & Son, did a successful busi
ness. His previous experience in the abstract business caused him
to turn his attention more especially to real-estate, entering the
abstract office of Handy, Simmons & Co., where he gave his
attention to real-estale law in connection with the abstract business.
In 1881, he became one of the present firm of Handy & Co.. taking
charge of the legal department. The skillful manner in which the
abstracts furnished by this firm are made is due to the fact that the
members of the firm are all practical abstract-makers, each one
taking charge of a department. On account of the large amount of
money invested in Chicago real-estale, the title to which is passed
or rejected by lawyers on the abstract of title furnished, there is no
place where a thorough real-estate lawyer is more required than in
the abstract business, and Mr. Weigley's reputation as such in the
profession, adds much to the popularity of the abstracts furnished
by his firm.
Between 1871 and 1881, the abstract business aug
mented over fifty per cent.,— the increase in the latter
year alone exceeding fifteen per cent. This great
increase naturally induced competition.
All abstracts of title in Chicago and Cook County
may be properly divided into two classes : original
abstracts, and copies of such. The firms engaged in
abstract-making before the fire may be similarly divided.
Some did and some did not own abstract indexes. The
owners of indexes have already been mentioned. Among
the number of persons engaged in making abstracts be
fore the fire, who neither owned books nor used those
belonging to other firms, but who worked from the
general indexes and the records found in and kept up
in the public offices, was A. F. C. Mueller, who made
many valuable abstracts, anil who afterward associated
himself with Uriah R. Hawley, a lawyer, and clerk of
the Court of Common Pleas, now the Superior Court,
under the firm name of Mueller & Hawley. Mr.
Mueller has not done any abstract work since the fire.
Mr. Hawley died some years ago. A. 1). Wilmanns
was also an independent maker of abstracts prior to
the time of associating himself with Francis Pasdeloup.
There were a few other persons, employes of the
recorder's office, who made many abstracts of title in
their overtime. William Haase, who was styled a
"conveyancer," and Charles Drandorff, employed in
the real-estate department of the banking house of F.
A. Hoffman ; and later, a firm known as Alexander
Dixon & Co.,—made some few abstracts from general
records.
After the fire of 1871, the county authorities ordered
the recorder to record free of charge original abstracts,
and then at a fixed reasonable rate furnish copies from
these records. When the three old abstract firms con
solidated, as already related, the public, unaware of the

true condition of affairs, made a great outcry against what
was believed to be a dangerous monopoly. Immediately
after the fire. A. D. Wilmanns re-associated himself with

REAL- ESTATE INTERESTS.
Francis Pasdeloup under the old firm name, and they
carried on business until Mr. Pasdeloup's death, which
soon occurred.
Mr. Wilmanns then joined Harry
Thielcke, an ante-fire clerk in Chase Bros.' office, and
under the firm name of Wilmanns & Thielcke, they
began laying out a set of books from October 9, 187 1,
onward. This firm continued in business until the
summer of 1875, when their books were sold to the
county and placed in the recorder's office, where they
have remained ever since and where abstracts are now
made from them by the recorder.
The County Recorder, in 1878, by direction of the
County Board, began to copy the books bought, in
1875, from Wilmanns & Thielcke, in order to have a
complete set, conforming to the requirements of the
statute. Up to November 1, 1885, upward of $70,000
had been expended in carrying out this work. In
response to the inquiry of the County Board, Colonel
Wiley S. Scribner, who was elected recorder to succeed
Mr. Brockway, said he would complete the copying
within three years from December 1, 1885, at an expense
to the county of $50,000 additional.
Haddock, Vallette & Rickcords. —This firm was started
immediately after the fire of 1871, by Charles G. Haddock, Edward
D. Coxe and Frank II. Vallette, under style of Haddock, Coxe & Co.
Mr. Haddock had been for some years with Jones & Sellers, as
also had F. H. Vallette, while Mr. Coxe had served an equal
apprenticeship with Shortall & Hoard ; so that the new company,
which sprang out of the ashes, as it were, of the great fire, was
fully equipped in point of skill and experience, and at once com
manded the confidence of the public. On October 1, 1881, George
E. Rickcords purchased the interest of Mr. Coxe, and this changed
the name of the firm to its present form, and gave it the benefit of
the skill and experience of another practical and experienced man.
The office was removed to the corner of Fifth Avenue and Wash
ington Street, and subsequently to the present location. The
books of this firm show nearly eighty thousand orders from their
organization to date. In 1881, their business increased about onethird over that of any other year, and has since made steady gains.
At present Mr. Vallette is not active in the affairs of the firm, being
an invalid in Dakota, but both Mr. Haddock and Mr. Rickcords
devote their whole time to the business, with a corps of well-trained
assistants. Their motto is " Accuracy and Despatch."
Charles (7. Haddock is the eldest son of Dr. Charles C. Had
dock, physician and surgeon, of Buffalo, N. V., and was born at
Canton, Stark Co., Ohio, on August 7, 1835. Dr. Haddock was
an old resident of Buffalo. Prior to the war of 18 12, he had become
a successful physician, and in the cholera scourge of 1832 acquired
much skill in combating that disease. In 1840, he was made post
master of liuffalo by President Harrison, and had given up practice
and engaged largely in the grocery business ; but upon the re-ap
pearance of cholera in 1S49, he went boldly into the thickest of
the fight, for the love of humanity, and lost his life on July 12,
1849, as truly and noble a martyr as ever laid down his life for his
fellows. Buffalo and the surrounding country honored him with
magnificent funeral obsequies, and will retain his memory fresh and
green to the latest generation. Charles G. Haddock, though born
in Canton, Ohio, where his parents lived for a short time, and where
his mother died while he was but a babe fourteen days old, received
his education in Buffalo, and came West in 1S56. He first went to
Manitowoc, Wis., where he studied law with General J. B. Sweet,
and was admitted to the Wisconsin Bar in 1859. In January of
that year, he came to Chicago and went into the law office of E. S.
Smith, but upon the breaking out of the War in 1861, he was the
nineteenth man that enlisted for the three months' call in the Chi
cago Dragoons. They were assigned to duty as General McClellan's body-guard in Virginia, and he served out his time there.
After a turn of typhoid fever contracted in the service, he became
Government store-keeper at Camp Douglas for a couple of years,
and then resigned to go into the abstract business with Jones &
Sellers, in 1866. In 1871, soon after the fire, he joined Edward
D. Coxe and Frank H. Vallette in a new office, and has built up a
very fine business in that line. In 1S63, Mr. Haddock was married
to Miss Sarah M. King, the daughter of Eusebius King. He is a
member of Blair Lodge, No. 393, A.F. & A.M. He belongs to
the Knights of Pythias, is a member of the Citizens' Association,
and a member, and for many years treasurer, of the Second Bap
tist Church, Chicago.
George E. Rickcords is a native of New York City, and came
to Chicago in 1867. He at once found employment in the office
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of Chase Bros, in the abstract business, and remained with them
until after the fire of 1871. He afterward worked for Handy,
Simmons & Co., when they leased the books of the consolidated
firms after the fire, and remained with them, and their successors,
Handy & Co., until October I, 1881, when the present firm was
formed. Mr. Rickcords has been in the abstract business continu
ously for eighteen years, and is justly regarded as one of the most
accurate and expeditious of workmen in that field. He is a typical
Chicago man, in that he has arisen to his present position through
merit and his persevering application.
Gil.moke, Pollock &Co. —After the retirement from business
of Wilmanns & Thielcke, Christopher C. Gilmore and M. Pollock,
two of their late employes, combined to make abstracts under the
firm name of Gilmore, Pollock & Co., using the index books in the
recorder's office.
Otto Pf.ltzkr & Co. —This firm was organized in April,
1878, and through the energy and experience of the founder has
achieved a large and creditable business. Mr. Peltzer's labors
since 1853 had been entirely in connection with the public land
records of Chicago and Cook County. He was one of those who
believed the abstract business subsequent to the fire was becoming
too much of a monopoly, and he set out to break it up. He began
in the spring of 1875, while a number of the Legislature, by intro
ducing a bill, which was passed, providing that every county
recorder should keep an entry book and grantors' index, and should
keep in such books, in alphabetical order, the name of each grantor
and grantee, showing, by tracts, every conveyance or incumbrance
recorded, date of the instrument, time of filing the same, and book
and page where recorded. Mr. Peltzer subsequently became dep
uty recorder of Cook County, and superintendent of the abstract
department of the recorder's office, which place he resigned in
April, 1878, to go into the business of abstract-making. He
entered into a contract with Haddock, Coxe & Co., for the use of
their books, and, surrounding himself with a number of experts,
began to perfect the books and records at his command. Since
the expiration of his contract with Haddock, Coxe & Co., his firm
has used the abstract books belonging to Cook County. In Decem
ber, 1881, the books of the firm showed nine thousand five hun
dred orders; and in November, 1885, the abstracts issued by them
numbered sixteen thousand five hundred and ninety-seven.
Otto Peltzer is a native of Germany, born on November 29,
1836, at Stollberg, near Aix-la-Chapelle, in Khenish Prussia. His
forefathers were Huguenots, and were among those who left France
after the wars under the Prince de Conde and Henri of Navarre
against Louis XIV., about 1685. His father's name was Charles
Eugene Peltzer, and his mother's maiden name was Maria Agnes
Heynen. The latter died on November 30, 1S44, at Kempen, the
family country-seat, situated near the Eifel Mountains. The father
of our subject was educated for mercantile pursuits, but being fond
of rural life, shortly after his marriage left the business of his
father, which he represented at Verviers, in Belgium, purchasing a
large country-seat, to the management of which he devoted himself
until he departed for America in 1849, w'tn his second wife and five
children—four sons and one daughter—settling on a farm near Bur
lington, Racine Co., Wis. Otto Peltzer, scarcely thirteen years of
age, left the farm in the spring of 1850. Coming to Chicago in
April of that year, he entered a book-bindery as an apprentice.
With this establishment was connected a small circulating library
and German bookstore, situated on Wells Street, near Washington
Street, which Mr. Peltzer attended in the evening as clerk. Here
he took every opportunity of studying the F.nglish language, with
which, up to that time, he was unfamiliar. In 1852, he left this
business, entering the real-estate office of Horatio O. Stone as a
clerk. Showing some ability as a draughtsman of maps in this con
nection, it opened the way for him into the recorder's office of Chi
cago, in 1853, as recording draughtsman under the regime of Louis
D. Hoard, then clerk of the Circuit Court and ex-officio recorder.
Here, Mr. Peltzer remained until the spring of 1S57, when he left
for St. Paul, Minn., taking a similar position in the recorder's
office in that city. He left there in the fall of the same year, re
turning to Chicago. After serving a few months in the Custom
House, he entered the law office of Henry S. Monroe & Spencer,
where he remained some eighteen months in the study of the law.
Finding this avenue to greatness and success dry and dusty, he
abandoned Blackstone, Greenleaf, and Monroe & Spencer, taking
another trip to New Orleans, remaining there during the winter of
1860-61. The War of the Rebellion breaking out, he was driven
from Louisiana on account of his strong anti-slavery sentiments,
coming up the river on the last steamer that was permitted to pass
Fort Pillow. His father died shortly after his return to Chicago.
In the position of chief draughtsman in charge of the map depart
ment of the Board of Public Works, which he took in 1862 and
held until 1876, he was, among other important duties, intrusted
with the examination and approval or rejection of all new subdi
visions throughout the city, thus providing a more uniform system
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of streets, so far as this was possible at this late date. Here he also
continued the compilation of the city atlases and the supervision of
the river and dock surveys. In 1869, Mr. Peltzer was elected col
lector of taxes of North Chicago, taking an active part in the
" People's movement," which made that year so eventful in the
political history of Chicago. Then came the fire of 1S71, with its
destruction of all the city and county records. Having subse
quently restored, for the City I'ublic Works Department, the maps
and records in the form of atlases, he published in 1372, from
copies of his own, his now well-known " Atlas of Chicago." The
importance, immensity and usefulness of this work may be judged
from the fact that he sold one hundred copies at §400 each. It is
the standard work in use in the city and county offices and in all
real-estate agencies of this city, Chicago being the only city in the
world that can boast of such a work, on such a largescale, in printed
form. Mr. Peltzer also took an active part as a republican in the
"Greeley movement." He was the only republican that was
elected on the Greeley ticket from the Chicago districts to the
XXVIIIth State Assembly of 1872-3-4. He was the first to intro
duce a bill for compulsory education; another for a State Board of
Health, and a bill for the general licensing of physicians and drug
gists, and another for surveyors. He also introduced many reforms
in the laws for recording in the county records the routes and loca
tions of new roads, streets and railroads, all of which were adopted.
In 1S75, Mr. Peltzer sold to the County of Cook a set of abstract
books, in which he held a controlling interest, and this against the
most labored opposition of the entire Chicago press. The acquisi
tion under the provisions of the statutes of these valuable books by
the county was intended as a partial relief from the monopoly there
tofore existing in the abstract business. These books are now in
use in the abstract department of the recorder's office, [n De
cember, 1876, he left the Hoard of Public Works, having been ap
pointed deputy recorder of the county—a position which he held
until April, 1378, when he resigned and opened his present abstract
and title office. Mr. Peltzer was married in 1801, at New Orleans,
to Miss Annie Langdon, of Carrollton, near that city. By this
union he has four children living, —three daughters and one son.
Mr. Peltzer is a gentleman of many fine social qualities, with a
fondness for literary work in leisure hours. This is evidenced by
several dramatic productions. One of these, " Uriel Acosta," a
tragedy in five acts, was played at Crosby's Opera House in 1868,
for several weeks ; a second, a local burlesque, was brought out
about the same time at Aiken's Dearborn -street Theater ; a third,
a dramatic ballad from the Swedish, was produced under the direc
tion of Professor Ziegfeld, at Farwell Hall, just previous to the great
fire; and a fourth, a drama of domestic life, was brought out at
McVicker's Theater only a few years ago.
The Cook County Abstract Company, the latest abstract
firm established, was organized on February 5, 1885, and com
menced business on May 4, following. The incorporators and
stockholders were Chalkley J. Hambleton, George I). Broomell.
Jerome J. Danforth, William J. Wilcox, Chester C. Broomell,
Joseph W. Hambleton, Herbert C. Harvey and Jewett Wilcox.
J. J. Danforth is president, W. J. Wilcox, secretary, George 1).
Broomell, treasurer, and C. J. Hambleton managing director.
J. J. Danforth was connected for twelve years with Handy & Co.;
C. J. Hambleton was in the real-estate business for thirty years ;
George I). Broomell was for twenty years connected with the city
schools, and once assistant superintendent ; W. Jewett Wilcox was
manager, respectively, of the Tremont and Matteson Houses; and
Herbert C. Harvey was a young and rising real-estate man. The
company procured indexes from 1S71 up to date, that were copied
from the records of Cook County during the term of Recorder
Brockway.
Jerome J. Danforth, president of the Cook County Abstract
Company, was born at Boston, on November I, 1849. He attended
the public schools of Boston until he attained the age of thirteen,
when he took a position in a wholesale book concern on Cornhill,
where he continued until March, 1866. Believing he could better
his prospects in the West, he came to Chicago in the latter year.
Upon arriving, he took a position as bill-clerk in the book-store of
S. C. Griggs & Co., where he continued until the spring of 1869.
He then entered the office of Augustus Jacobson, clerk of the
Superior Court, where he was employed as copyist until in the fall
of the same year, when he was promoted to the post of law-record
writer in the same court. In the spring of 1870, he was appointed
chancery-record writer in the Superior Court, and that position he
retained until 1872. The firm of Handy, Simmons & Co. then
offered Mr. Danforth a responsible as well as remunerative position
on the clerical force in their abstract business, and he accepted, con
tinuing with that firm until 1SS2. In January, of that year, James
W. Brockway, county recorder, tendered Mr. Danforth a place in
the Abstract Department, and this he retained until October, 1884,
when he resigned in order to engage in business on his own
account, shortly after organizing the Cook County Abstract Com

pany, and becoming president of the same. Mr. Danforth has had
years of experience in the peculiar work which abstract-making de
mands, and devotes all his time and energies towards promoting
the business in which he is so heartily interested. Mr. Danforth
was married to Miss Frances W. McKinney, of Chicago, on Jan
uary 6. 18S1, and they have two children, —Ray V. and Monroe J.
He is a member of Oriental Lodge, No. 33, A.F. & A.M.
Carne & Drury, —This firm is made up of John Carne, Jr.,
and Edwin Drury, both experts at clerical work, and, through
several years' experience in the various county and city offices,
made familiar with the best methods in practice in keeping public
records and the means of securing unclouded titles to landed
property. The business of tracing unpaid taxes, removing the
cloud from the title, and furnishing a clear tax-abstract of property,
is original with them and still mainly in their hands, although they
have a few feeble imitators. Their abstracts have become a ne
cessity to real-estate purchasers, and save them a good deal of
money otherwise spent in removing liens. The firm was organized
in June, 1875, both members being at the lime in the county
clerk's office, and Mr. Drury chief-clerk under Herman Lieb, both
resigning their positions to establish themselves in the new busi
ness. They have prospered from the start, and by arduous labor
have succeeded in removing doubt from a great number of pieces
of property in Chicago, resulting from unpaid taxes.
John Carne, Jr., is the son of John and Betsey (Rowe) Carne,
and was born in Parish Maker, County of Devon, England, on
February 21, 1837. He spent thirty-five years of his life in his
native country, coming to Chicago in the early part of 1872. His
entire business life has been passed in clerical work of various
kinds. After leaving school at the age of fourteen, he was first a
clerk in the under-sheriff's office in I.iskeard, Cornwall, for four
years, then a law clerk in Plymouth for two years, and afterward
clerk for Little, Woollcombe & Venning, for Uvelve years; ending
in 1869. The latter firm was an important law firm, and held
simultaneously several important offices. They were the stewards
for Sir William Molesworth, Bart., Lord Wharncliffe and others,
Town Clerk and Treasurer of the Borough of Devonport, etc.,
etc.; and Mr. Carne was also special clerk for Thomas Woollcombe,
a member of the firm, who was also chairman of the South Devon
Railway. Reaching Chicago the year after the great fire, he ob
tained employment in the county recorder's office for a short
time, and then in the county commissioner's office as rebate clerk
—his business being to attend to the matter of rebates for taxes
rendered necessary by the fire. His next position was in the
county clerk's office, first under George W. Wheeler, then under
Joe Pollock, and finally under Herman Lieb. In June, 1S75, he
commenced the abstract business, and during the same year formed
a copartnership with Edwin Drury, then chief clerk in the county
clerk's office, and opened an office in the Ashland Block, for the
prosecution of the business which they have successfully followed
ever since. Mr. Carne has been married twice and is the father
of ten children; seven of whom are still living. His first wife
was Ellen Faith Cross, daughter of Thomas Cross of Parish
Hatherleigh, North Lew, England. His marriage took place on
March 24, 1865, at St. George's Episcopal Church, Stonehouse,
Devon. Seven children were born to them,—Bessie, Blanche,
Edgar, Reginald. Caroline, Hiram and Charles, all of whom, except
Hiram, are still living. In 1879, he became a widower, and the
year following, took a part of his family back to l'^ngland, and was
married to Lucy G. Cross, the sister of his deceased wife. They
have three children,— Marion, Laura and Oliver, of whom the
first named alone survives. In 1S82, he made another visit to
Europe with his wife and a portion of his family. He became a
member of the Masonic fraternity in June, 1S64, and belongs to
Meridian Lodge, No. 893, Cornwall, England.
Edwin Drury, the junior member of the firm of Carne &
Drury, was born at Gage's Lake, Lake Co., 111., on November 12,
1842, lie is the eldest son of George Albert Drury, who went,
in 1836, from Lorain County, Ohio, to Gage's Lake, and there
married Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel and Persis (Howard)
Heald, on January 13, 1842. He was the father of six children,
and died on July 12, 1871. On his father's side, Mr. Drury traces
his descent to one Hugh Drury, who first appeared in Boston in
1640. lie was a captain of the "Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Company," which still maintains its organization and holds its
annual banquets. He married Lydia Rice, became the father of
three children, and died in 1689. Through his mother, Mr. Drury
traces his ancestry back to John Heald, of Concord, Mass., who
came from Berwick-on Tweed, and was admitted freeman of
Massachusetts, on June 2, 1641. His wife's name was Dorothy,
and he was the father of thirteen children, and died on May 24.
1662. Edwin Drury received a common school education, at
Gage's Lake, 111., and enlisted in the Army on August 9, 1S62.
He belonged to Co. " G," 96th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, served
with his regiment in the Department of the Cumberland for three
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years lacking three months, and was mustered out at t amp Marker,
Tenn., on June 10, 1S65. His company was disbanded at Chicago,
and he entered into the service of his uncle, A. H. Heald, then
city collector. He remained in his office for four years, and then
was one year with his successor, W. J. Onahan. The winter of
1870-71, was spent in the office of Henry Spear, South Town col
lector, one year with Heber S. Rexford, in the county treasurer's
office, and he then went into the county clerk's office under John
G. Gindele, and became chief-clerk under Mr. Wheeler, his suc
cessor, and remained such under the succeeding administrations of

INSURANCE
The history of fire insurance in Chicago, so far as
great risks and heavy losses are concerned, properly
begins with the wooden era, or that expensive period
of frame construction just ante-dating the great fire of
187 1. The city area then embraced nearly thirty-six
square miles, or 22,497 acres ; the number of buildings
was estimated at 59,500, the majority being of pine; and
the property within the city was valued at $620,000,000.
It was the largest wooden-built city in the world. Cer
tain parts of it, like the bamboo cities of China, were
always catching fire and constantly menacing the more
solidly-built and valuable portions. These conditions,
coupled with the remarkable dryness of the air for three
months prior to the great fire, gave that sweeping con
flagration a chance to wipe out nearly our entire mate
rial property interests and to cripple and ruin many
insurance companies.
The area burned over and the number of buildings
destroyed are given in the fire history. The total loss it
would be impossible to reckon accurately. It was ascer
tained from outside records that two hundred and one
fire insurance companies had at risk, in the burned dis
trict, $100,225,780, but it is as difficult to obtain the ex
act amount paid to claimants as it is to ascertain the
losses, many companies having had "underground"
insurance. A score or more of companies were forced
into bankruptcy or discontinued business on account of
their great losses. The value of property destroyed
was estimated at $185,510,000, and the total amount
paid by the insurance companies was $50,178,925,
leaving an unliquidated loss to property owners of
$135,331,075. The distribution of losses among com
panies, named by States, and the number of companies
placed in liquidation, are given in the preceding volume.
After this disastrous experience, the fire limits were
made equal in area with the city limits. A distant pre
cinct was set apart for the inflammable and dangerous
lumber district. Frame shells could not be built within
the fire limits, and after the conflagration of July, 1874,
had destroyed most of the remaining fire-traps on the
South Side, Chicago became the safest insurance field
in the world. For a long time her fire reputation milita
ted against her in insurance circles ; but what with a per
fectly re-arranged fire department, the changed character
of her buildings, and the caution born of sad experience,
together with close competition in insurance rates, the
"fire fright" no longer redounds to the benefit of the
insurance companies.
After the ravages of the great fire had become some
what repaired, the Chicago Board of Underwriters was
re-organized and went into active operation. The con
stitution and by-laws were prepared on January 4, 1872,
and adopted under the new organization April 22, 1872.
The officers and members at this time were —
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Joe Pollock and Hermann Lieb. In June, 1875, he resigned his
position under Mr. Lieb to establish the business of making taxabstracts, in partnership with John Carne, Jr., in which he has
been very successful and continues to the present time. Mr. Drury
was married on April 19, 1871, to Miss Hannah Augusta Howard,
daughter of William C. and Hannah J. (Roberts) Howard of Town
of Grant, Lake Co., 111., and has had two children, — Fred Howard
(deceased), and Gertrude, who is still living. He is a member of
the Grand Army of the Republic.

INTERESTS.
Officers—S. M. Moore, president ; A. C. Ducat, vice-president ;
H. L. Pasco, treasurer ; Alfred Wright, secretary. Committee on
Fire PatrolS. M. Moore, C. W. Drew, R. S. Critchell. Fire Com
missioner— Lewis H. Davis. Members—George C. Clarke & Co.,
Miller & Drew, S. M. Moore & Co., Teall & Fisher, Henry Greenebaum&Co., James Van Inwagen, li. K. Bruce, Arthur C. Ducat, O.
W. Uarrett & Co., R. W. Hosmer, Treadway & Jewell, Goodwin &
Pasco, William Warren, James I!. Floyd, William E. Rollo, Walker
& Lowell, Thomas Goodman, I. J. Lewis, II. H. lirown, Davis &
Requa, R. S. Critchell, Thomas W. Blaney, Gregg & Ayars, E. E.
Ryan & Co., James L. Ross, Charles H. Chase, L. Frank.
Several agents withdrew from the Board of Under
writers in 1879, and on January 27, 18S0, organized the
Underwriters' Exchange.
The office of Fire Commissioner was successively
filled by James Ayars, Lewis H. Davis and S. M. Moore,
after which it was abolished. The original membership
was composed as follows :
O. W. Iiarrett, John Cameron, Fisher Brothers, Hammond &
Frv, Hopkins & 1 lashrouck, George W. Montgomery & Co., J. K.
Murphy, John Naghten & Co., O. li. Pellet, H. W. Rice & Co., W.
E. Kolio & Son, E. E. Ryan & Co., Granger Smith & Co., R. J.
Smith, E. M. Teall & Co., R. A. Waller & Co., C. K. Nichols.
While Chicago has had many isolated fires involving
extensive insurance losses, no conflagration since that of
187 1, which could be. attributed to lack of precautions,
inflammable construction or inadequate fire service, has
occurred, except the fire of July 14, 1874. At that time,
the Chicago Fire Department was, upon the whole, as
well organized and serviceable as any in the country;
but unfortunately it was also a political machine, in which
places were found by aldermen and minor officials for
friends who had no particular fitness or training for the
service. There was at the same time a contest between
rival political factions to gain possession of the Fire
Department by the appointment of their favorite as chief,
in order to make it still more of a political machine in
their respective interests, and consequently less service
able to property owners and the insurance companies.
The strife engendered went abroad in reports that re
flected upon the serviceability of the Chicago Fire De
partment. It was thought strange, too, by the Eastern
press, that a fire of such magnitude should happen in a
city just recovering from a disastrous experience. The
fact that a large and dangerous area of pine tinder-boxes
had been left by the fire of 187 1, upon the South Side,
was not generally known outside. Immediately after the
great fire, many temporary frame structures, coming
within the restrictions of the fire-limits act, but serving
as connections between the old and inflammable firetraps, had been built. When the July fire once got
started, therefore, it did not stop until it had made a clean
sweep of the structures described and came up against
the new and solidly built portion of the South Side,
where it was readily gotten under control. The starting
point was alow shanty in the rear of No. 527 South Clark
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Street, occupied by a rag peddler as a storehouse. It is
thought it may have been caused by the spontaneous
ignition of oiled rags or waste, but the incendiary theory
had many advocates, for the reason that fire had been
discovered in the same place, two weeks before, which
was of incendiary origin. The first estimate of the
loss was $4,025,000, but this was subsequently reduced
to $3,845,000. The loss to the insurance companies was
about $2,200,000, leaving a loss to property owners of
between $1,600,000 and $2,000,000. The fire lasted
from 4:30 p m. on the 14th until 3:30 a. m. on the 15th,
and at one time it looked as if the city was menaced by
another sweeping conflagration. At an early hour in the
evening the apprehension was so great in the business
district that many firms began carting their valuable
goods to the West Side, guests left the hotels, and people
on the North Side began to prepare for another visitation
by packing up their chattels.
At a meeting of the Board of Underwriters, held on
July 15, L. H. Davis, of Davis & Requa, addressed the
Board by request. Mr. Davis announced himself in
favor of a re-organization of the Fire Department, and
the vesting of absolute authority in the hands of the
chief; the rigid enforcement of the fire-limits regulation
against frame structures; the enlargement of the city
water-mains; prohibition of the storing of combustibles
in the city; and the tearing down of wooden awnings,
cornices and cupolas. The Board appointed a commit
tee to see that these propositions were carried out, con
sisting of L. H. Davis, R. J. Smith, (ieorge M. Lyon,
C. H. Case, George C. Clarke and Mr. Walker, the latter
representing non-Board companies having risks in the
city All the reforms and improvements suggested were
eventually accomplished.
The National Board of Underwriters adopted a
resolution, on October 1, 1874, calling upon all insur
ance companies to withdraw from the city, and a gene
ral exodus ensued. In his message to the City Council,
on December 7, 1874, Mayor Colvin adverted to this
action, declaring it uncalled for, the result of ignorance
of our condition and unnecessary fright, and enumerat
ing the improvements under way; referring to the bene
fits to be derived from the July fire, by which many
squares to the south of the business center were cleared
of dangerous structures and the general security pro
portionately increased. The message concluded:
" Fortunately, the lapse of time has brought better counsels,
'['he insurance companies have returned to Chicago. The money
[for improvements] will only be expended as it is needed. With
the assistance of a good soldier's brain, and capacity fur organizing,
instructing and drilling men, the Fire Department will be brought
to the highest state of efficiency, and a winter's careful study will
reveal the best and most economical mode of expending such an
amount of money for tire purposes as may be needed for our pro
tection, and within our means."
General William 1 1. Shaler, of New York, was brought
to Chicago through the efforts of the Citizens' Associa
tion and the Board of Underwriters, the former making
an appropriation of $5,000 to re-imburse him for his
services. Through his co-operation with Chief Benner,
the Fire Department was re-organized and placed upon
a more efficient and satisfactory footing.
Fire insurance, like other commercial interests, has
vastly increased and improved in Chicago within the
past ten years. The Underwriters' Association have
paid special attention to improvements in the character
of the buildings; managers have profited by the experi
ence of years and new methods have been adopted;
and owners of property have been educated to a point
of intelligent co-operation never known before.
On August 27, 1881, the Board of Underwriters ap

pointed a special committee, consisting of Fred S.James,
Charles W. Drew, T. S. Cunningham, John Cameron
and Eugene Cary to investigate the condition of the
packing-houses at the Union Stock-Yards, and ascertain
what should be done to render that district reasonably
safe from fire, many disastrous packing-house fires hav
ing occurred. The committee recommended the adop
tion of a special schedule of rates for packing-houses,
which was adopted by the Board of Underwriters and
the Underwriters' Exchange. In compliance with the
recommendations of the committee, the packers of the
Town of Lake expended $524,553.11, in order to more
effectually guard against the possibility of a general
conflagration. A chemical engine was procured as an
adjunct of the fire- patrol system at the Stock-Yards;
the capacity of the Town of Lake pumping works was
increased from 3,500,000 gallons per diem to 20,000,000
gallons ; reservoirs were constructed at the Stock Yards,
containing 20,145,000 gallons of water, to be used for fire
purposes only ; the packing-houses were connected, by
the watch alarm-signal system, with the Fire Insurance
Patrol, and were protected by iron shutters and doors ;
the roads in the district were repaired and many frame
structures torn down. During 1884, another chemical
engine for service at the Stock- Yards was procured ;
three hundred and ninety-six inspections and one hun
dred and thirty-nine re-inspections were made, and five
hundred and twelve defects were repaired.
Fire Patrol Service. —In the spring of 1871, the
question of organizing a local salvage corps was dis
cussed by various members of the Board of Underwri
ters, and meetings were held to consider the formation
of a fire insurance patrol. General C. W. Drew was
appointed a commissioner to inquire into the cost and
report at a subsequent meeting. On receipt of his re
port, A. C. Ducat, C. W. Drew and Thomas Buckley
were appointed a committee to perfect such an organi
zation as had been considered, and under the auspices
of this committee the Chicago Fire Patrol was organ
ized and made its appearance on October 2, 1871. It
was located for the time being in a barn on the alley
between Monroe and Adams, 1 )earborn and Clark streets.
Ben. B. Bullwinkle, a member of the celebrated " Long
John "engine company of the city lire Department,
had been selected, and was virtually appointed captain
of the patrol in July, and the energy, spirit and effi
ciency then and since displayed by Captain Bullwinkle
have made the Chicago patrol and himself well known.
Seven days only elapsed from the first appearance of
the patrol until the unparalleled conflagration swept the
city. Many of the companies contributing to the organ
ization of the service became insolvent, and for a time
the future of the patrol was not encouraging. Tempo
rary quarters were found in "America" hose-house, on
Blue Island Avenue, and soon afterward a frame build
ing on Michigan Avenue near Jackson Street was com
pleted for patrol headquarters.
The Chicago Board of Underwriters erected, at No.
1 13 Franklin Street, a spacious brick building, expressly
for the patrol, of which the corps took possession on
April 30, 1872.
The second patrol company was organized on August
3, 1875, with a captain and four men, for duty on the
West Side, and a brick building was erected for its accom
modation on Peoria Street, near Congress.
Captain Bullwinkle 's company formally opened and
occupied the headquarters at No. 176 Monroe Street, on
February 16, 1878. This building was erected by L.
Z. Leiter, but the entire interior finishing and arrange
ments were done by the members of the patrol.

INSURANCE INTERESTS.
In the fall of 1881, the packers at the Stock-Yards
furnished a building and entire equipment for a patrol,
and guaranteed one-half of the expenses of maintaining
the same. This patrol has entire charge of the watchclocks of the various packing-houses.
Fire patrol No. 1, since its organization in 187 1, up
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and thirty-four fires and spread three thousand five hun
dred and forty-eight covers.
l'atrol house No. 1 is a model of its kind, and the
corps can not be excelled anywhere for "time, speed and
execution "—the motto of the superintendent. A descrip
tion of the appliances and conveniences of this house

Permission of Inland Architect and Builder.
HOME INSURANCE BUILDING.
to October 1, 1885, extinguished three hundred and fiftythree fires, involving an insurance of $17,182,299.02, and
entailing a loss of $20,364.88 ; attended three thousand
one hundred and twenty-two fires and spread ten thou
sand three hundred and eighty-seven covers.
Patrol No. 2, since its organization in 1875, up to
October 1, 1885, extinguished one hundred and fifty-four
fires, involving an insurance of $519,500, and entailing a
loss of $7,884.70 ; attended two thousand four hundred

will apply to all in the city. The first floor of the build
ing is 95 by 100 feet, and sixteen feet and eight inches
high, with black walnut and maple wainscoting. In the
front of the room are two flights of stairs, one on each
side, under which are the horses' stalls ; between them
is the patrol wagon, the pole of which is ten feet from
the front doors. These open outward in a vestibule, by
means of electricity, and are held by weights. On the
right of the room, as you enter, are all the telegraphic
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instruments connected with the Patrol, with no wires
visible. A raiseil panel of black walnut, on the wall,
contains the Electric Mercurial Fire Alarm, which is
connected with numerous business buildings, and which
gives an alarm automatically, that also supplies the exact
location of the fire in any building. Over this annun
ciator is a large clock, presented to the Patrol by the
American Clock Company. On panels, on the right and
left of the above, are two gongs, one giving the fire

INSURANCE EXCHANGE.
alarms from the city, the other connected with the mer
curial fire-alarm annunciator. Under one gong is a
small gong, connected with a line running to all insur
ance offices ; under the other are three smaller gongs,
one connecting directly with the Western Union Tele
graph office, one with Marshall Field's retail store, and
the other with a Barrett "joker," which gives the alarm
directly from the street-boxes to the Patrol quarters.
In another panel are the American District Telegraph
connections. Attached to the "joker" is a telegraph
instrument connecting the headquarters of the Fire De
partment, all engine-houses, arid the Patrol, so that on

receipt of a still-alarm in any one house, it is communi
cated to all. The same instrument can be used with a
code of signals and the alphabet. All engine-houses
are also connected by telephone. On a shelf above the
instrument is an automatic printer, connecting the Firealarm office and Patrols Nos. 1 and 2 together ; and a
telephone connects the two Patrols, so that in case a
watchman sees anything which looks like a fire in his
district, he can communicate with No. 1, by either the
"printer" or telephone.
Reports ok Fires, etc.—In
September, 1873, the fire-patrol
committee of the Board of Un
derwriters detailed W. H. Sloan to
be stationed at the city fire-alarm
office, for the purpose of making
reports of fires, investigating their
origin, and obtaining information
in regard to losses, of value to
companies interested. In obedi
ence to a special order of the
Board, he compiled the following
information in regard to special
hazards:
132 Buildings used as hotels.
valued with contents at.$l2,267,ooo
219 Buildings used as church
es, valued with contents
at
... 6,156,300
10 Buildings used as thea
ters, valued with con
tents at.
-.
637,500
22 Buildings used as brew
eries, valued with con
tents at
1,658,000
Lumber yards, average value
of stock kept on hand . 5,156,300
Total
$25,875,100
Losses since January 1,1870 :
Hotels (re-built on same lot
only)
S 2,300,000
Churches (re-built on same
lot only)
1,868,000
Theaters (re-built on same
lot only)
180,000
Breweries (re-built on same
lot only)
725,000
On lumber yards in existence
at this date
1,318,000
Total
$6,19,1,000
Since January 1, 1870, the val
uation on special hazards has in
creased threefold, but the losses
have been much smaller propor
tionately.
In 1 S74, four hundred and sev
enty-six buildings were inspected
and two hundred and fifty-three
re-inspected in the business dis
trict. This inspection was kept
up from year to year. In 1879,
nearly two thousand buildings were inspected and one
thousand and ninety-seven re-inspected. In 1881, the
record was — Inspections, 1,392; re-inspections, 1,677 ;
defects found, 3,964 ; dangerous defects removed,
1,293. In 1884, the total inspections were 18,275,
On July 26, 1874, the Underwriters, at the request of
the National Board, directed Superintendent Bullwinkle
to engage twenty additional men for night duty, and
these watchmen were kept employed for three months.
In 1879, the Board instructed the Patrol to print and
deliver bulletins of fires. The first year, four hundred
of these reports were sent to companies interested and
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delivered to city subscribers, and the number has
largely increased year by year.
On January i, 1879, Superintendent Bullwinkle
began to keep a system of reports based upon the total
fire losses in the city. The following table is made up
from these reports :
Years.
1879 ....
1880
1SS1. ..
I8S2
1883. ...
1884
Total..

Insurance interested. Insurance loss paid.
$

429,972
657.645
7.415.375
10,045, 100
14,889,156
9,096,441

$52,302,289

$ 510,014
1.087,537
794.799
581,610
1. 559.661
1,243,434

Loss over insurance
paid.

23
90
23
38
98
05

$5,777,057 77

$ 85,576
78,013
105,565
202,201
58,736
73.533

35
81
58
80
00
70

$603,627 24

On October 16, 1885, Superintendent Bullwinkle
resigned the position which he had so ably filled. The
selection of his successor was left to the Patrol Com
mittee of the Board of Underwriters, and they recom
mended Captain Edward T. Shepherd, who succeeded
to the command on November 1st. He is held respon
sible for the practical working of the service, the com
mittee having decided to take upon itself some of
the duties which have hitherto been performed by the
superintendent.
Edward T. Shepherd was born in New York City, on May
7, 1850. He came to Chicago in November, 1856. By trade he
is a painter and decorator. He joined Patrol No. 1, on November
I, 1875, and his faithful services were acknowledged by transfer
ring him to No. 2, of which he became lieutenant and then captain.
In August, 1881, he was made captain of No. 1.

was caused by the facility with which the flames spread
up elevator hatchways or open courts. A few of the
more serious fires during 1884-85, were as follows :
January 19, 1884—Grannis block, Dearborn Street, $150,000.
March 21—Langham Hotel, Wabash Avenue and Adams Street,
$250,000.
March 30—National Printing Company, and Bradner, Smith &
Co., Monroe Street, $400,000.
April 14—Leander Reed building, Wabash Avenue, $130,000.
Michael Brand & Co. 's brewery, Fullerton Avenue, $300,000.
August 21—Oberne, Hosick & Co., Michigan Street, $90,000.
September 11 —Pitkin, Vaughn & Cruver, Calhoun Place,
$100,000.
November 6—Old Farwell block, $100,000.
November 28—George A. Seaverns's elevator, $160,000.
December 6—Cribben, Sexton & Co. 's foundry, $200,000.
December 6—C. M. Henderson & Co.'s shoe factory, etc.,
$200,000.
December 21—Link-Belt Machinery Company. Jefferson Street,
$50,000.
January 12, 1S85—Vehmeyer's warehouse, $200,000.
There were, besides, two great fires in the lumber
district during 1884, which entailed a loss of over
$1,000,000, that probably might have been averted by
proper inspection.
On February 2, 1886, the Underwriters appointed a
special committee, composed of E. W. Lyman, W. R.
Kerr, P. A. Waller, J. J. James and W. S. Warren, to con
sider and investigate the subject of continuous inspection.
The plan favored by the Underwriters was to have the
department of inspection in charge of the separate com
mittee named above, assisted by a corps of regularly
employed inspectors whose duty it would be to inspect
the buildings in their respective districts and if defects
were found to report the same to the committee. If at
the end of twenty-four hours the defect was not reme-

The following is the latest City Fire Department statement, showing the number of fires, losses, insurance,
etc., for the past twenty-two years and nine months :
Years.
1863-64
1864-65
1865-66
1866-67
1867-68
1868-69
I S69-70
1870-71
1871-72
1872-73
•873-74
1874-75
1875- -1876...
1877...
1878. .
1S79. .
1880. .
1881. ..
1882.
1883. ..
1884. ...
1885....

No of
No. of
fires. false alarms.

Amount of total
loss.

Amount of total
insurance.

186
193
243
315
3«5
405
600
669
•489
44i
466
+473
t332
477
445
478
638
804
895
981
1,158
1,278
1,309

$ 335,660
651,798
1,216,466
2,487,973
4,3I5,332
560,169
871,005
2.447,845
972,800
680,099
1,013,246
2,345.684
127.OI4
387.951
1,044,997
30&.317
572,082
1,135,816921,495
569,885
1,379.736
968,229
2,225,134

$

16
32
21
26
57
67
45
35
44
44
68
83
67
123
132
88
135
154
89
107
74
104
198

* The great fire of 1871 not included.

272.500
585,300
941,602
1.643,445
3417,288
463,248
600,061
2,183,498
745,000
3.763.275
3.641.735
6,789,300
2,328,150
3,780,060
6,173.575
3.327.348
5.112,631
5,409,480
9,662,326
12,587,090
21,790,767
12,048,683
22,407,225

t The July fire of 1874 included.

During 1884-85, the insurance companies met with
many heavy losses through the frequent conflagrations
which destroyed costly stocks of goods in business
houses. In nearly every instance where costly buildings
and valuable stocks were destroyed the fires started from
some defect in the heating apparatus, improperly secured
lights, or spontaneous combustion, and the destruction
30

Loss for each
fire.

Population.

$1,912
3.403
5.O06
7,898
8,185
1,383
1,453
3,658
1,989
1.542
2,174
4,959
383
811
2.340
641
896
1,411
1,029
581
1,196
756
1.047

153.769
169,353
178,539
189,434
200,328
252,000
300,000
330,000
350,000
367,396
395,408
395,408
395.408
407,661
407,661
436,731
436,731
491.516
491,516
560,693
606,000
629,985
730,000

Population to Loss per capita
each fire.
of population
827
877
792
603
389
622
500
493
716
831
848
836
1,191
855
918
914
669
611
549
572
525
493
557

$ 2
3
6
13
21
2
2
7
2
1
2
5
2
1
2
1
1
2
1
3

30
85
81
13
04
22
90
75
77
58
56
93
32
95
56
7i
31
31
87
02 .
27
53
05

X Nine months ending December 31, 1875.

died, all of the Underwriters of the city would be noti
fied, and by the rules of the association each Underwriter
holding a risk on the defective property would be com
pelled to cancel it. Many merchants, manufacturers and
owners of leased property were consulted and all favored
the plan, and steps were at once taken to put it in exe
cution. During the first month, upward of one
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thousand inspections were made ; innumerable defects
discovered and remedied; and the new plan of inspec
tion, under the direction of the committee, was found to
work satisfactorily and to be of immense value to in
surance interests.
Underwriters' Exchange.—During 1879 the nonboard companies found that close competition outside
of the board was bringing rates too low for any profits
to accrue to the contestants for insurance business.
The non-board companies were not ready to coalesce
with the Board at that time, nor was the Board willing
to make overtures. Frequent consultations were held
between representatives of the non-board companies
during the year, and on January 27, 1880, an agreement
was reached to form the Chicago Insurance Under
writers' Exchange. Twenty-two non-board companies
signified their willingness to enter into the Exchange
project, and did so, to their subsequent mutual advanage. The first meeting for organization, and the elec
tion of officers, was held on January 27, 1880, and the
officers elected for the year were—President, R. J.
Smith; Vice-president, T. S. Cunningham; Treasurer,
O. W. Barrett; Secretary, B. F. Kent.
The first year's operations of the Exchange were
gratifying to the members, and the business transacted
highly satisfactory. The Exchange continued to pros
per, and agents doing business for the Exchange com
panies pronounced the organization a great success.
In January, 1881, and again in 1882, the same officers
were re-elected. On May 1, 1882, Mr. Kent resigned,
and R. N. Trimmingham was elected secretary of the
Exchange.
In January, 1883, the officers elected were—Presi
dent, E. M. Teall; Vice-president, R. A. Waller; Treas
urer, O. \V. Barrett; Secretary, R. N. Trimmingham.
In 1884, President Teall, Treasurer Barrett and
Secretary Trimmingham were re-elected, and George W.
Montgomery was elected vice-president.
Chicago Fire Underwriters' Association.—In
January, 1885, George W. Montgomery was elected
president, C. R. Hopkins, vice-president, and Treasurer
Barrett and Secretary Trimmingham were re-elected.
These officers continue to serve, although, on June 9,
1885, the Exchange consolidated with the old Board of
Underwriters, and the name of the joint organization
was changed to the Chicago Fire Underwriters' Associ
ation. The agencies that brought about this consolida
tion were, in the first place, a general feeling on the
part of members of both associations that there should
not be two distinct bodies, with the same general objects
in view, in existence, and, secondly, a knowledge that
despite the efforts of both sides, bad practices had crept
into the methods of doing business, that unless remedied
would work serious injury to insurance interests. While
the Exchange sustained rates to a certain extent, owing
to close competition and depression, rates had been
going to pieces, and it was believed the fusion of the two
organizations would remedy this condition. It is grat
ifying to the members of the Chicago Fire Underwriters'
Association to be able to say that their expectations as
to the improvement of business and the correction of
the evils growing out of sharp competition and the cut
ting of rates, were fully realized, and that a healthier
tone has marked the business since the consolidation.
The officers of the Chicago Fire Underwriters' Associ
ation elected on June 9, 1885, were Charles W. Drew,
president; E. M. Teall, vice-president; O. W. Barrett,
treasurer; R. N. Trimmingham, secretary; T. A. Bowden, superintendent of surveys, These officers were

re-elected by the association on January 25, 1886, to
serve for the ensuing year.
Both the Chicago Board of Underwriters and the
Chicago Underwriters' Exchange keep up their original
organizations for the protection of their charters, and
elect officers regularly. The Exchange re-elected its
officers of 1885, for the year 1886.
Officers of the Board of Underwriters.—The
destruction of the records of the Board of Underwriters
in the great fire has already been adverted to. Since
1871, the Board has elected officers as follows :
January 4, 1872. —S. M. Moore, president ; A. C. Ducat,
vice-president; H. L. Pasco, treasurer; Alfred Wright, secretary.
S.M. Moore resigned on May 9, and George C. Clarke was elected.
January 2, 1873.—George C. Clarke, president; IS. H. Case,
vice-president ; H. L. I'asco, treasurer ; Alfred Wright, secretary.
January 7, 1S75. —J. Goodwin, Jr., president ; E. M. Teall,
vice-president ; C. W. Drew, treasurer ; Alfred Wright, secretary.
January 6, iSyb. —C. H. Case, president; C. W. Drew, vicepresident ; Conrad Witkowsky, treasurer ; Alfred Wright, secretary.
January 4, 1877. —Thomas Goodman, president; R. W. Hosmer, vice-president; J. H. Moore, treasurer; Alfred Wright,
secretary.
January j, 1878.—L. H. Davis, president ; R. W. Hosmer,
vice-president; J. if. Moore, treasurer; Alfred Wright, secretary.
January 2, 187Q.—J. Goodwin, Jr., president; R. W. Hos
mer, vice-president; J. H. Moore, treasurer; Alfred Wright,
secretary.
January 6, /880.—Above officers re-elected.
January 6, 1S81. —Arthur C. Ducat, president ; James L.
Ross, vice-president; J. II. Moore, treasurer; Alfred Wright,
secretary.
January 3, jSSj. —Above officers re-elected.
May /2, 1882. —Thomas A. Bowden was elected assistant
secretary.
January 4, i88j.— Thomas Goodman, president; Thomas S.
Cunningham, vice-president; J. H. Moore, treasurer; Thomas A.
Bowden, secretary.
January j, 1S84. —J. Goodwin, Jr., president ; R. W. Hos
mer, vice-president; J. H. Moore, treasurer; Thomas A. Bowden,
secretary.
January 17, 1884.—Mr. Goodwin sent a letter to the Board,
announcing that his duties would not allow him to accept the office
of president, and declining to serve. On this date, R. W. Hosmer
was elected president, vice Goodwin, and Fred S. James, vicepresident, vice Hosmer.
Januarys, /88j.—R. W. Hosmer, president; Fred S. James,
vice-president ; J. H. Moore, treasurer; T. A. Bowden, secretary;
P. F. Barrington, assistant secretary.
Above officers were re-elected in January, 1886.
Chari.es H. Hunt, deceased, was born at Rochester, N. Y.,
in 1830. His father, Solomon Hunt, was a native of Strafford,
Vt., and an uncle of the present United States Senator, Justice S.
Morrill, whose mother was a sister of Solomon Hunt. The maiden
name of the mother of Charles H. Hunt was Miss Harriet Hop
kins, of Bath, N. V. At the early age of fourteen years, Mr.
Hunt came to Chicago to visit his cousin, James Rochester, of
Rochester, N. Y\, then a leading commission merchant in this busy
frontier town, and he was induced to become a resident here by
Mr. Rochester. Gurdon S. Hubbard, who was then a prominent
packer, had his office in the same building with Mr. Rochester, by
whom Mr. Hunt was then employed. The health of Mr. Roches
ter began to fail him, anil he was compelled within the year to
close his business and return East. Mr. Hubbard, attracted by
the boy's bright face and intelligent curiosity, offered him induce
ments to remain with him. Mr. Hubbard had, in 1835, taken
the agency of the .Etna Eire Insurance Company, of Hartford, the
first company to do business in Chicago, and into this department
young Hunt was duly initiated. Here he served with marked fidel
ity and ability in various capacities until 1848, when he was pro
moted to the position of bookkeeper. In that capacity he exhibited
the same qualities which had so rapidly won the confidence of his
employer, and discharged his duties so well that he was promoted
to a special partner in the insurance business, receiving one-fourth
of the profits. This arrangement continued until 185S, when he
was given an equal interest in both the packing and insurance busi
ness, the former of which has grown into considerable magnitude.
The firms were then G. S. Hubbard & Co. and Hubbard & Hunt,
the latter style of firm name being adopted for the insurance branch
of their interests. In 1867, Mr. Hunt retired from the packing
business and purchased Mr. Hubbard's interest in the insurance
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agency. Several years afterward, Mr. Hunt sold a one-half interest
of the insurance business to Jonathan Goodwin, Jr., and from that
time the firm of Hunt & Goodwin was one of the leading tire insur
ance firms of the city. Their office was first at the corner of South
Water and Clark streets, but was afterward removed to No. 86
LaSalle Street. The Security, of New York ; the Roger Williams,
of Providence ; and a number of other companies were added to
the /Etna, and represented by that firm until Mr. Hunt's death,
which occurred on June 9, 1870. Mr. Hunt was appointed city
treasurer on December 24, i860, and held that office until April I,
1S61. A quotation from a leading insurance journal, written at
the time of his death, speaks of him as an "underwriter of rare
skill, conspicuous for his entire reliability and intimate knowledge
of his business. He pursued his ends by no unworthy means and
descended to no unseemly rivalry. He lived in the most cordial
relations with his competitors in the business, and his memory calls
up none but the most kindly and pleasant associations. Personally,
he was a Christian gentleman, whose every act bespoke a pure
mind and a good heart." In i860, Mr. Hunt was married to Miss
Eleonora Shaw, of Madison, Ind. Close and literally uninter
rupted application to his business during so many years had seri
ously impaired Mr. Hunt's eyesight, but not his energy, for, during
the four years of this severe ordeal, he was never found away from
his post of duty, where he encouraged those who were in his employ
to a faithful service. On the evening of June 9, 1870, Mr. Hunt
was returning from his office to his home on Rush Street, and the
bridge being open he accidentally stepped from the bank and fell
into the river. His body was not recovered until life was extinct,
and thus the impenetrable curtain fell upon him in the prime of his
manhood, leaving his widow and two daughters, — Jennie C.
(deceased, February, 1875) and Lizzie S., to cherish his memory as
their choicest heritage.
The Queen Insurance Company ok Liverpool, was organ
ized in 1858, and immediately took its rank among the prominent
insurance companies of the world. In 1866, it established a branch
office in New Y ork, which grew to such proportions that in January,
1881, it was found necessary to divide up the American field, and
as a consequence the Western Department fell to Chicago ; the
management of which department was placed in charge of Joseph
M. Rogers. This department has grown from a premium income
of about $200,000 in 1880, to about $600,000 in 1884, and it bids
fair to be one of the largest branch offices of the company. The
last statement made by the home office of the company shows as
follows :
Subscribed capital
^2,000,000.0.0
Paid-up capital
180,035.0.0
Assets
1,094,024.6.4
The United States Branch is located in the company's own building,
at Nos. 37 and 39 Wall Street, New York. The company has an
American Board of Directors, composed of W. W. Astor, Robert
Lenox Kennedy and David Bingham ; and a Hoard of Trustees,
composed of George L. Talman, Roswell G. Ralston and Samuel
Sloan, who have charge of the American assets of the company,
and hold the same for greater security of its American clients,
though the foreign assets are available for all its losses. The state
ment of the United States Branch, made on December 31, 18S3,
shows assets in this country of $1,728,902, with actual liabilities of
only $130,939.12. The company reserves $834,610.58 as unearned
premiums, making the net surplus $753,352.96. The company
has received in the United States, since its establishment here.
$14,924,171, and has disbursed $13,275,360.
Joseph M. Rogers, manager of the Queen Insurance Com
pany, was born at Lexington, Ky., on July 14, 1839. He was edu
cated at Union College, New York, and subsequently graduated in
law from the Louisville, Ky., and Albany, N. Y., law schools.
While a practicing attorney at Columbus, Ind., in 1863, he received
the appointment of local agent of the Hartford Fire Insurance Com
pany, which was the date of his induction into the insurance busi
ness. In 1866, he was appointed special agent of the Hartford for
the South, with headquarters at Louisville. This position he held
for two years, when he entered into the local business, in which he
continued until 1870. He then received the appointment of general
agent of the Imperial Insurance Company of England for the South,
which position he filled until the retirement of the Imperial from
the field, in 1873. A short time afterward he became the general
adjuster for the Northwest of the Franklin Insurance Company of
Philadelphia. In 1875, he became connected with the Phenix In
surance Company of New York, as special and local representative
at Louisville ; and on January 1, 1876, he was called to the position
of assistant general agent of the Phenix at Chicago, in connection
with the Western Department, which position he filled until January
1,1881, when he was placed in charge of the management of the Queen
Insurance Company of Liverpool, which position he now fills. In
1882, a number of gentlemen connected with the Illinois Club con
ceived the idea of organizing an art association, for the purpose of
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encouraging art in Chicago and building up a permanent collection
of paintings ; Mr. Rogers was immediately chosen president of this
organization, which is known as the Illinois Art Association, and
continues to fill this office.
Holger r>K Roodk, Western manager of the Clinton Fire
Insurance Company of New York and the Providence Washington
Insurance Company of Rhode Island, commenced his insurance
career in Cincinnati in 1S69, and located in Chicago in ^873, as a
partner of the late Edmund E. Ryan. Mr. de Roode was born at
Rotterdam, Holland, on October 22, 1853, and is thus the young
est of the prominent underwriters of the country, having recently
retired from the local agency business in this city, in order to give
his entire attention to the large field covered by the Western Depart
ment of the above named companies. The Providence Washing
ton is the second oldest American company now engaged in a gen
eral agency business, having been organized in 1799, and is one of
the fifteen great companies that practically control the fire insurance
situation in the United States. The Clinton was organized in 1850,
and is also in high repute among financial men, having realized the
rare experience of earning about as much in dividends during the
past thirty years as was paid out for losses. The losses sustained
in the great Chicago and Boston tires were promptly met in full,
and a record thereby established which has since given these com
panies national prominence. Mr. de Roode has contributed largely
to the literature and thought of the profession, and is a gentleman
whose character and qualifications have earned for him a high
position among the successful underwriters of the West, as well
as among the rising young men of Chicago.
Abram Williams is one of the most competent and successful
insurance men in Chicago, and on October I, 1884, was appointed
general manager of the Western I )epartment of the Connecticut Fire
Insurance Company, he being the first manager to represent it in
this city. This company had assets of $1,837,729.20, on January
r, 1884, and a net surplus to policy-holders on the same date of
$1,282,417.88, and isa thriving, carefully managed corporation, hav
ing a life of thirty-four years to demonstrate its prosperity. Of the
appointment of .Mr. Williams to his position, an insurance journal
thus speaks : ' ' This recent movement on the part of the Connecticut
means increasing, sure and persistent success in its most important
field, embracing Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee and all States
north and west of these as far as the Rockies. Mr. Williams has
had a long, eventful and prosperous career as a business man and
underwriter. In 1855, he was a successful though young merchant
in New York City, where he carried on an important business in
connection with a branch house he had previously established in the
City of Paris, France, but, on account of failing health, he that year
retired from active business, removed West and settled in Dubuque,
Iowa. At the breaking out of the War, he was among the first to
volunteer his services to the Union Army, in which he served faith
fully until the War closed, when he established a local fire insurance
agency in Dubuque. Mr. Williams's agency soon became one of the
very best among the well managed agencies of that prosperous city.
He was selected in 1866, as the general agent of the Yonkers and
New York Insurance Company, and his field embraced all the terri
tory west of the Mississippi River. His success in that field led to
the enlargement of his department, and his removal to Chicago as
Western manager of the company in 1869, became a necessity. The
Chicago lire terminated the company, and the same fire laid Mr.
Williams up a cripple for nearly two years. In 1874, the Continental
Insurance Company gave Mr. Williams the superintendency of its
Western Farm Department, which, under his management, has
proved a wonderful success. During his ten years' service with the
Continental, the growth of his department has been rapid and pros
perous, until it has attained the highest point of its success at the
present time. The desire of Mr. Williams to return to the business
of general underwriting must alone account for the change he has
made and for which he is so well fitted by many years' experience
and careful education in all the duties of the manager."
The Fire Insurance Association, Limited, of London, Eng
land, is one of the most popular companies doing business in this
country, as is shown by the rapid increase in its receipts. The
United States Branch was established less than four years ago, and
the premiums now amount to about $1,000,000 annually. Among
the prominent gentlemen connected with the company may be men
tioned the chairman. Colonel Kingscote, C. B., M. P., Alderman
Sir Thomas Dakin, Hon. Evelyn Ashley, M. P., R. N. Fowler.
Esq., M. P. and Lord Mayor of London, also William P. Clirehugh, Esq., the general manager of the company. Joseph H.
Wellman is special agent for the company for the United States,
with headquarters in New York City, and the following well-known
business men are United States trustees: Benjamin Borden Sher
man, president Mechanics' National Bank, New York; Thomas
Reid, of Pupke, Reid & Phelps, New York; Jacob D. Vermilye,
president Merchants' National Bank, New York. The capital of
the company is $5,000,000, and it has invested in this country about
$1 00O,000 m government bonds and other first-class securities.
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Notwithstanding the fearful loss ratio of 1883, the company was
enabled to add $100,000 to its reserve, which is certainly very cred
itable to the management. The Western Department of the com
pany is located at Nos. lf>l and 163 LaSalle Street, Chicago, and
includes the following States and territories: Ohio, Indiana, Illi
nois, Michigan, West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Wisconsin,
Iowa, Missouri, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, Dakota, Montana,
Wyoming and Colorado.
Theodore W. Letton, the manager of the company in this
department has had a great many years' experience as an under
writer and is thoroughly familiar with the business in his lield.
The handsome gain in receipts each month shows the popularity of
his management, as well as the confidence which the agents and
insuring public have in the company.
The Connecticut General Life Insurance Company, of
Hartford, Conn., has been represented in Chicago for about eigh
teen years, and had, on January 1, 1SS4, assets amounting to
$1,430,398.42, and a surplus, according to the New York standard,
of $382,811.92. This company, in the proportion of its assets to $100
reserve, as required by law, has $137.34, which makes it rank third
on a list composed of the leading companies of the country. It is
at present represented in Chicago by W. J. Davis, general agent
for Illinois and Iowa.
W. J. Davis was born at Billerica, Middlesex Co., Mass., on
November 25, 1820. He spent several years of his boyhood in
Maine, returning to Massachusetts, where he attended school with
a view of preparing for a profession, but impaired health led him to
give up a course of study and to embark in country trade at Shelburne Kails, Franklin Co., Mass., where he held the office of post
master as well as that of deacon in the Congrgational Church, of
which he was an active and consistent member. Removing to the
adjoining town of Colerain, he was chosen, at the age of twentyseven, to represent the town in the State Legislature of 184S, taking
an active and influential part in its proceedings and gaining encom
iums for his activity and discretion as so young a member. In
1S56, Mr. Davis removed to Chicago and engaged in the retail and
jobbing trade at No. 112 Dearborn Street. He subsequently
embarked in the real-estate and life insurance business, and for the
last twenty years has devoted himself to these interests, represent
ing the New England Mutual Life Insurance Company of Boston,
Mass., also the Charter Oak and Connecticut General of Hartford,
Conn. In common with most Chicago real-estate men, after the
lire Mr. Davis engaged largely in building, and was one of the first
to develop the region of the city opposite Lincoln l'ark. He has
been connected with the Lincoln l'ark Congregational Church many
years, serving it continuously as one of its trustees and as superin
tendent of its Sabbath-school for several years. He has been twice
married; the first time to Miss Harriet Griswold, of Buckland,
Mass., two of whose children, Mrs. Willis McQuigg and W. L.
Davis, of this city, survive her; the second time to Mrs. Mary B.
Clark, of Rockford, 111. Although having seen over forty years of
intensely active business life, Mr. Davis is still vigorous and
energetically employed.
William L. Davis, son of William J. Davis, was born in
Franklin County, Mass., on September 29, 1S56, and came with
his parents to Chicago in that year. He received his education at
the Chicago grammar and high schools ami at Yale College, which
institutions he attended for three years. He has been connected
wilh the real-estate business for the past ten years, and has trans
acted business therein on his own account since March, 1S84. He
read law in the Union College of Law, Chicago, and was admitted
to practice in 1881 ; doing this to facilitate his real-estate business.
Although but a young operator in this branch of Chicago's inter
ests, he has already made an enviable record for his energy and dis
cretion, and the pertinacious industry with which he watches the
interests of his patrons and his attention to their requirements,
result in a constant augmentation of their number.
Larkahek Brothers.—This firm, general Western managers
of the Accident Insurance Company of N'orth America, is made up
of William D. and Charles D. I.arrabee. They are successors of
Larrabee & Mead in the same business. The latter firm was
organized in January, 1882, and was succeeded by the present con
cern in July, 1883, William II. Mead giving place to Charles D.
Larrabee. The company they represent is of Canadian origin and
has headquarters at Montreal. It was organized in May, 1872,
and has been successful from the start. Larrabee Bros, represent
the States of Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin, each with a general
and increasing corps of local agents recognizing their management.
Charles D. Larrabee, the senior member of the firm of Larra
bee Bros., was born in Chicago, on November 10, 1844. At the
opening of the War, he was attending the University of Chicago,
but, in 1862, the war-spirit ran so high that he entered the service
as a three-months' man in Co. " C," 69th Illinois Volunteer Infan
try, and was placed with his regiment on guard duty at Camp
Douglas. When his time was out, he entered the store of Larra

bee & North, and clerked for them about eight months. He then
helped to raise Co. " H,' of the 17th Illinois Cavalry, of which
John L. Beveridge was the colonel, and secured a commission as
second lieutenant. The severe and disagreeable but valuable
service of the 17th Illinois Cavalry, brigaded with the " Kansas
Jayhawkers," and in relieving the loyal people of Missouri from
the depredations of Quantrell, Anderson, Price and Thompson,
will not be soon forgotten. After the War closed, Mr. Larrabee
re-entered the employ of Larrabee & North as salesman for three
years, and then took charge of their books for fifteen years more—
or until July, 1883—when he took the place of W. H. Mead in the
company of which he is now a member. He is a member of the
G.A.R. Kilpatrick Post, No. 276, at Austin, 111., where he
resides. He was married, on October 8, 1872, to Miss Julia S.
Trimmingham, a Baltimore lady and a sister of Ralph N. Trimmingham, the secretary of the Underwriters' Exchange. He has
three children, —Ralph T., Margaret and Louise J.
William D. Larrabee, the junior member of the firm of
Larrabee Bros , is the son of William M. and Mary Margaret
(Ilaight) Larrabee. The father was one of the earliest of Chicago's
railroad men. He was secretary of the old Galena & Chicago Union
Railroad and afterward secretary and treasurer of the Chicago &
Alton. Having resided in Chicago for some time, he moved to
Horicon, Wis., where William D. was born on February 21, 1849.
His railroading, however, brought him back to Chicago, and he sub
sequently settled in Geneva on the Fox River, where William still
resides in the old family mansion. William left school at the age
of sixteen, and entered the employ of the Chicago branch of the
Bank of Montreal, then called " The Chicago Agency," as messen
ger boy; but when, in 1868, the "Agency" was closed out and the
business transferred to George C. Smith & Bro., young Larrabee
went with it and remained in their employ for one year. He then
took a clerkship for a couple of years under his father, who was at
that time secretary and treasurer of the Chicago & Alton Railway;
then, after three years of work for Calkins & Fisher, lumber deal
ers, he returned to the Chicago & Alton and took the responsible
position of paymaster. He remained in this position for eight years,
on until the first of January, 1S82, when he resigned and, forming
a partnership with William H. Mead, took charge of the Accident
Insurance Company of North America. Mr. I^arrabee was mar
ried on July 21, 1873, to Miss Mary A. Bemis, daughter of the
well-known H. V. Bemis, and has had three children, two of whom
are now living, Mary W. and John L. In politics he is republican,
and is a member of the Royal Arcanum, Royal Council, No. 869.
The firm of Larrabee Bros, are active members of the Citizens'
Association.
Mitchell, Watson & Co. are insurance brokers, the firm hav
ing been organized and incorporated under the Illinois State laws
some years ago, and is the successor of R. A. Waller's outside
brokerage business. The firm makes a specialty of the insuring of
large manufacturing properties throughout the West and taking
charge of large lines of fire insurance. Their field of operations is
located principally in the Western States and territories and they do
an immense brokerage business.
Charles P. Mitchell, manager of the insurance brokerage office
of Mitchell, Watson & Co., was born at Liverpool, England, on March
17, 1S55. He resided in his native town until he was eleven years
old, and there obtained a gre.-.ter part of his school education. In
1866, his family came to America and located in this city. At the
age of twelve, he commenced business life by entering the house of
P. L. Hanscom & Co., printers, and becoming city solicitor and
travelling salesman. He was with that firm for some time, and then
engaged with the abstract linn of Brackett & Waite as clerk. He
was thus employed for a brief period, and then went into the printing
house of Mitchell, Lawrence & Fordham, the senior member of the
firm being his father. He remained with that concern until the
great fire, after which he went into the office of Ducat & Lyon,
insurance agents. He was afterward connected for many years with
Daniel M. Bowmar, insurance agent, and then with his successors,
Bowmar & Waller and R. A. Waller. When in the employ of the
latter firm, Mr. Mitchell was cashier and confidential clerk. His
abilities proved of such value to the firm that when they decided to
divide their business into departments, they selected Mr. Mitchell to
represent them in the country brokerage business, and the firm of
Mitchell, Watson & Co was incorporated, and Mr. Mitchell duly
installed as manager. Mr. Mitchell was married on February t,
1875, to Miss Clara M. Hanson, of Janesville, Wis. They with their
children, Louisa, Clara Edith, Dot and Charles D., reside at Evanston. Mr. Mitchell is a democrat in politics and a member of the
Iroquois Club.
Thomas Scott Cunningham, the well-known fire-under
writer was born on March 25, 1835,, at Harrisburg, Penn. He
was educated in the public schools of his native town, and had his
first business training in the locomotive works of Richard Norris
& Son, at Philadelphia, where he received a thorough course in
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practical and theoretical mechanics, and was engaged in the design
ing and construction of locomotives from 1S51 to 1859, at which
time he withdrew, to enter the naval service of the United States,
as third assistant engineer. Admission was by examination, and
the fact that he Emerged from the ordeal at the head of a class of
twenty-six young men, serves to illustrate how devoted and earnest
he had been in the study of his profes
sion. His first assignment was to the
steam sloop-of-war " Lancaster," which
was made the flag-ship of the Pacific
Squadron, and in which vessel he doubled
Cape Horn, and cruised from Valparaiso
to San Francisco, visiting, meanwhile,
the Marquesas and Sandwich Islands in
the South Pacific Ocean, until 1861,
when, having been advanced to the grade
of second assistant engineer, he was or
dered home to participate in the crush
ing of the Rebellion, and was detailed in
charge of the engineering department of
the gunboat " Wissahickon." In that fa
mous war-ship, Mr. Cunningham served
one year as senior engineer in the squad
ron of Admiral David G. Farragut. He
participated in the blockade of the South
ern ports in the Gulf of Mexico, and in
the engagements with the forts below
New Orleans, at Grand Gulf, Vicksburg,
and other points along the Mississippi
River. Returning North in September,
1862, to repair damages sustained by ves
sel and machinery in that arduous cam
paign, he was detailed by the Secretary
of the Navy to the staff of Rear Admiral
Francis H. Gregory, then in supervision
of a bureau of construction of monitors,
iron-clads, gunboats, and their machine
ry, at New York. The work of this bu
reau ceasing with the close of the Re
bellion, Mr. Cunningham resigned from
the service in November, 1866, and re
turned to civil life, holding President
Johnson's commission as a first assistant
engineer, with the relative rank of lieu
tenant, to which grade he was advanced
in July, 1866. He afterward took the
general management of the New York
branch of the Hartford Steam Boiler In
spection and Insurance Company, and
was so identified until the spring of 1873.
On March 12, of that year, he came to
Chicago as a member of the insurance
firm of \V. H. Cunningham & Co., the
senior member of which was his brother.
Their business connection continued un
til October, 1884, when Mr. Cunningham
withdrew, and established himself alone.
He is a thorough business man, of ample
experience in his profession, and is an
expert underwriter. He is a member of
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion,
the Union League Club, the Farragut
Veteran Association, and of Apollo Com
mander)', No. 1, K. T. Mr. Cunning
ham has two children—a son, William
Secor, and a daughter.
A. \V. Spalding was born at Montpelier, Vt., on May 29, 1837, and is a son
of Azel Spalding, who was a prominent
lawyer of his native city. His maternal
grandfather, Jonathan Wainright, was
well known throughout the State as pro
prietor of an iron foundry in Middlebury,
at which place he manufactured stoves,
sending them over New England. Mr. Spalding has had a large and
successful insurance experience, commencing with the Phcenix of
Hartford in 1868, and the Franklin of Philadelphia in 1870, and being
on January I, 1881, appointed manager of the Standard of London,
from which position he advanced to his present position as general
manager of the Home Mutual Company. The Home Mutual Insur
ance Company of California—a purely stock company notwithstand
ing the name—wasorganized in 1864, and, in point of fire premiums
is the leading insurance corporation, American or foreign, on the
Pacific coast. In February, 1884, the company determined upon
establishing a Western Department, comprising the States of Ohio,
Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa,
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Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska and the territory of Dakota, with head
quarters at Chicago, and selected, as their Western manager, A. W.
Spalding. The career of the Home Mutual has been one of con
tinued success. Its record is filled with annual accumulations, dur
ing a period which has witnessed the downfall of hundreds of fire
insurance companies. Its establishment of the Western Department

ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING.
is so recent that nothing can yet be written of the past. It has a
cash capital of $300,000; cash assets, $856,658.22, and a net surplus
of $250,806.61.
Edwin A. Simonds, general manager of the Western Depart
ment of the City of London Fire Insurance Company (Limited),
was born in Boston, Mass., on December 4, 1834. He was educa
ted there, attending the common schools and studying for a short
time at Amherst College. At an early age he entered the employ
of the Old Colony Railroad Company, and was engaged in various
capacities for about six years. He then took a position as messen
ger in the Freeman's National Bank, and worked through the vari.
ous grades of promotion until appointed paying teller. He resigned

